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A    GIFT    FROM    AMERICAN    CHILDREN. 


By  Ch.ari.i  s   i>i.  K.w 


Thk   Marquis  de  Lafayette,  a  young  nol)le  hurrahed  for  him.     'I'hen  he  went  to  France, 

in   the   army  of   the    French   king,  wa.s   hardly  and  his  wounds  and  the  high  rank  he  won  in 

more  than  a  bov  when  he  lieard  that  tlie  Brit-  America   made  him   the   idol    of    the    people, 

ish    colonies     in     Xorth    America    would    not  \\'hat  he  told  them  about  America  made  them 

stand  the  foolish  rule  of  the  king  and   Parlia-  feel  that  they  too  ought  to  have  something  t(j 

ment  of  England  any  longer.     Boy  as  he  was,  say  in  the  government  of  the  land,  and  a  little 

he  had  followed  the  troubles  between  the  col-  later  they   decided   that   if  the  king  and  the 

onies   and   England,  and  saw  at   once  that  if  nobles  would  not  let  them  help  to  govern  they 

the  people  in  the  New  World  of  America  would  must  rule  the  land  for  themselves.     Still  later 

only  fight   for  the  right  to  manage  their  own  they  decided  to  have  a  republic  once  and  for 

affairs,  the  people  in  other  lands,  like  his  own  all,  a  republic  like  ours,  with  a  president  elected 

country,  might  take  courage  and   force  their  from  time  to  time,  instead  of  a  king  who  ruled 

rulers  to  let  them  govern  themselves.  whether  he  was  fit  to  rule  or  not. 

So   over   he   came,  against    the    will   of   the         Lafayette  came  again  to  this  country  when  he 

French  king,  in  a  ship  he   fitted   out  with  his  was  old.    Great  rejoicings  met  him  everywhere, 

own  money — a  slender,  boyish-looking  young  Congress  granted  him  a  large  sum  of  money  and 

man  still  in  his  teens ;   and  well  he  fought  for  much  land.    The  children  were  drawn  up  at  the 

our  ancestors.     When  he  arrived  they  did  not  entrance  to  the  towns  where  he  pas.sed  in  his 

know  much  about  war,  and  were  slowly  learning  coach,  waving  branches  and  scattering  flowers, 

how  to  manage  armies  and  feed  large  bodies  while  bands  of  prettily  dressed  young  girls  sang 

of  men   and  lead  soldiers  into  battle.      They  songs   of   welcome.       This   pleased    Lafayette 

had  few  cannons  and  guns,  and  little  powder,  more  than  anything  else.    He  knew  that  the  men 

and  Lafayette  brought  them  some  in  his  ship,  of  his  own  age,  who  had  been  his  comrades  in 

And  through  his  example,  and  through  his  argu-  the  war  to  free  the  colonies,  liked  him  and  were 

ments  in  Paris  during  a  brief  visit  home,  he  glad  he  came;   but  he  had  not  imagined  how 

brought  it  at  last  to  the  point  that  French  fleets  the  children  had  been  taught  to  love  him.     He* 

and    well-drilled  French  regiments  were    sent  saw  then  that  he  would  never  be  forgotten  in 

across  the  Atlantic.     After  the  war,  when  he  the  great  land  of  North  America,  which  was  des- 

went  back.  Congress  and  the  people  and  Gen-  tined  to  contain  more  people  than  all  Europe 

eral  Washington    thanked  him,  and   the   chil-  can  support.     He  knew  then  that  from  genera- 

dren  came  out  of  school  to  see  him  pass,  and  tion   to   generation    the  children  would   learn 
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in  school  and  at  tlic  fireside  what  he  hatl 
done. 

So  it  has  turneil  out  that  the  children  of  the 
present  day  have  not  forgotten  the  boy  La- 
fayette, who  followetl  his  own  warm  heart  and 
came  to  the  rescue  of  the  poor  colonists. 

A  statue  of  Lafayette  on  horseback  is  a 
proof  what  good  memories  they  have. 

Here  is  a  picture  of  the  great  statue  of  La- 
fayette in  bronze,  seated  astride  of  a  bronze 
horse.  It  stands  in  the  courtyard  of  the  finest 
of  all  the  old  buildings  in  Paris,  the  Louvre, 
near  the  bank  of  the  river  Seine,  not  far  from 
the  famous  old  Gothic  church  of  Notre  Dame. 

The  Louvre  is  covered  with  sculpture,  and 
in  its  halls  and  galleries,  where  the  courtiers 
of  the  kings  of  France  used  to  assemble,  there 
are  wonderful  old  paintings  and  statues.  It 
has  many  courts,  but  the  courtyard  where  this 
statue  of  Lafayette  is  placed  is  the  largest  of 
all.  In  the  middle  is  a  little  park,  with  trees, 
bushes,  and  flowers.  The  statue  that  recalls 
Lafayette  rises  on  its  pedestal  among  the  leaves. 

What  has  it  to  do,  perhaps  you  ask,  with 
the  children  of  the  United  States?  Every- 
thing. Some  years  ago  they  gave  the  money 
for  it.  The  school-children  put  the  money  to- 
gether little  by  little ;  and  w'hen  school  after 
school  added  its  gift  to  the  fund,  the  sum  grew 
until  all  that  was  needed  was  ready. 

The  sculptor  chosen  was  Wayland  Bartlett, 
an  American  living  in  France.  His  model  was 
accepted  by  the  oflficials  in  Paris  who  have 
charge  of  public  monuments  and  can  accept 
or  refuse  to  take  a  statue  according  as  they 
think  it  worthy  to  be  placed  in  Paris,  or  not 
good  enough.  When  they  first  heard  of  the 
Children's  Monument  to  T-afayette,  the  Pari- 
sians were  very  much  pleased,  and  so,  when  the 
model  was  accepted  and  it  was  asked  where 
the  monument  should  stand,  the  officials  gave 
it  one  of  the  best  places  in  the  city,  w-here 
all  foreigners  and  many  Parisians  are  sure  to 
come,  because  through  this  courtyard,  the 
scpiare  of  the  Carrousel,  or  merry-go-round, 
nearly  everybody  passes  in  order  to  reach  the 
entrance  to  the  art  treasures  of  the  Louvre. 
As  Lafayette  nearly  eighty  years  ago  had  been 
touched  by  the  welcome  he  got  from  the  chil- 
dren  of   America,  so   the    Parisians  also  were 


touched   by  the   gift   of  the   children   to  their 
citv  in  memory  of  one  of  their  famous  citizens. 

The  Place  du  Carrousel  inside  the  Louvre 
has  on  the  side  toward  the  gardens  of  the 
'i'uileries  nothing  but  a  beautiful  arch  with  pink 
marble  columns  in  front  and  bronze  figures  on 
top ;  then  come  the  gardens  where  the  palace 
used  to  stand  in  which  the  Emperor  Louis 
Napoleon  lived,  and  then  the  fountains  and 
gate  and  long  vista  of  the  street  called  the 
Champs-filysees,  until  far  in  the  distance,  on 
higher  ground,  one  sees  another  and  bigger 
arch  of  triumph  against  the  sky.  So  it  is  that 
the  bronze  statue  of  Lafayette,  seated  on  the 
horse  on  the  tall  pedestal  among  the  trees  in 
the  courtyard  of  the  Louvre,  seems  to  be  sig- 
naling with  the  hilt  of  his  sword  to  some  one 
up  that  long  vista,  past  the  little  arch,  far  up 
yonder  by  the  big  arch  a  mile  away. 

What  did  the  sculptor  mean  by  putting  the 
sword  in  Lafayette's  hand  with  the  hilt  up- 
ward, the  point  downward?  The  sword  with 
point  on  high  means  war,  because  one  strikes 
with  the  point  of  the  sword ;  but  when  the 
hilt  is  uppermost  it  means  peace.  Perhaps 
the  sculptor  meant  to  say  that  Lafayette, 
although  a  soldier  from  the  age  of  thirteen, 
and  once  in  command  of  all  the  armies  of 
France,  was  always  on  the  side  of  justice  and 
order  and  peace.  He  did  what  he  could  to  quiet 
the  angry  passions  of  his  fellow-countrymen 
and  save  the  king  and  queen  from  death,  and 
when  Napoleon  grew  great,  he  voted  against 
giving  him  unlimited  power,  foreseeing  that  he 
would  wreck  France.  Lafayette  always  hoped 
that  the  French  would  imitate  the  Americans 
and  be  content  with  having  thrown  off  the 
yoke  of  their  oppressors.  But  the  conditions 
in  France  were  very  different  from  the  state  of 
affairs  in  America.  What  was  possible  in  a 
new  and  thinly  peopled  land  like  ours  was  not 
possible  in  Europe  at  that  time.  It  took 
nearly  a  century  before  France  was  able  to 
found  a  republic  like  ours,  for  there  were  too 
many  enemies  within  the  country  and  about  it. 
In  New  York  there  is  on  Union  Square  a  statue 
of  Lafayette,  modeled  by  a  Frenchman,  which 
shows  him  as  he  was  when  he  first  came  over, 
full  of  ardor  and  hope.  The  statue  in  Paris  is 
Lafayette  at  a  later  age,  when  he  was  trying 
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to  keep   the   French   within   bounds   and    was  erous  youth  who  left  wife,  great  position,  and 

appealing  in  vain   to  reason.      Both  are  good  wealth   behind   him   to   devote   himself  to  the 

statues.      Each  is  fitted  for  the  city  where  it  cause  of  a  little   struggling  nation  that  only 

stands.      We  like  to  think  of  him  as  the  gen-  asked  to  work  •)Ut  its  own  destiny. 


'  TIHIE   MEW  i 


bookworms ;     but     Mr. 


was  a   typical 
l)()ys'        school, 
with      boys      of 
all    types    and     from 
all  parts  of  the  coun- 
trv.    There  were  good 
boys,  bad  boys,  hand- 
some boys,  ugly  boys, 
interesting    boys    and 
uninteresting    boys, 
athletic    boys     and 
Gushing,    the    head- 


master, found  them  all  worth  while,  and  was 
deservedly  popular  in  his  turn.  The  school 
was  out  of  town,  just  where  it  .should  be,  where 
there  was  plenty  of  skating,  tobogganing,  foot- 
ball, baseball,  and  rowing.  It  had  just  reopened 
after  the  summer  vacation,  and  the  boys  were 
beginning  to  swarm  back.  There  were  groups 
of  them  about  the  grounds  and  in  the  buildings, 
and  a  general  hubbub  pervaded  the  place. 
The  "  new  boys  "  wandered  helplessly  about, 
not  knowing  what  to  do  Avith  themselves,  and 
eying  with  envy  the  "  old  boys,"  who  rushed 
back  and  forth,  calling  to  one  another  in  a 
jolly,  intimate  way,  and  seeming  so  entirely  at 
home.  A  few  of  them  made  friends  witli  one 
another,  and  walked  off  together  down  to  the 
football  field,  or  talked  in  the  corridors  and 
tried  to  .seem  at  home  also.  Few  of  the  old 
boys  took  any  notice  of  them,  as  they  were  too 
busy  and  had  too  much  to  say  to  one  another. 
And  then,  besides,  the  football  captain  had  or- 
dered ail  candidates  down  to  the  field,  so  that 
all  the  athletic  crowd  liad  disappeared. 

A  knot  of  such  were  hurrying  along  in  their 
togs,  and  all  talking  at  once.  They  were  big 
fellows,  some  of  them  veterans  of  the  previous 
year.     They  had  nearly  reached  the  field  when 
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they  saw,  sauntering  along  ahead  of  them,  in  a 
nonchalant  manner,  one  of  the  "  new  boys." 
He  wore  a  brown  golf-suit,  a  cap  on  the  back 
of  his  head,  and  his  hands  were  thrust  into  his 
pockets,  as  he  walked  slowly  along,  swinging 
one  leg  in  front  of  the  other. 

"Who  's  this?"  a.sked  one  of  the  veterans, 
noticing  him. 

"  New  boy.  Good  figure,  has  n't  he?  "  said 
another. 

"  Yes.  Wonder  if  he  intends' to  play  in  that 
suit  of  clothes?  " 

"  They  're  new- — he  got  them  to  come  up 
here  in." 

A  general  snicker  followed  this  shot,  and  they 
all  turned  a  little  to  look  at  the  target  as  they 
passed  him.  He  glanced  up  also,  and  they 
saw  a  handsome  face  with  a  pair  of  dark  eyes 
looking  out  curiously  at  them  from  under  rather 
a  shock  of  light-brown  hair.  He  scanned  them 
with  a  good-humored  stare. 

The  crowd  hurried  past  Iiim,  and  no  one 
spoke  until  they  were  some  distance  ahead. 
Finally  Ames,  the  full-back,  said,  "  I  wonder 
how  old  that  fellow  was." 

"  Sixteen  or  so,  I  guess,"  returned  Gould, 
the  substitute  tackle. 

"  Good-looking,  was  n't  he  ?  "  put  in  Dean, 
who  was  handsome  himself  and  always  wore  a 
nose-guard. 

No  answer  w-as  made  to  this,  as  they  had 
reached  the  field,  where  Goodale,  the  captain, 
was  tearing  round  from  man  to  man,  endeavor- 
ing to  put  some  method  into  the  confusion  that 
reigned.  One  of  the  masters  was  there  also, 
with  the  old  men,  and  jumts,  drop-kicks,  and 
place-kicks  were  flving  from  all  quarters  of  the 
field. 

"  Here  you  are  at  last,"  he  panted,  stopping 
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before  the  arrivals.  "  You,  Ames,  go  down  to 
where  Mr.  Williams  is,  and  see  if  you  can  kick 
a  goal  before  those  new  men.  We  're  going  to 
line  up  two  scrubs  in  a  few  minutes." 

Then  he  rushed  off  again,  leaving  the  boys 
to  finil  tlirir  own  places. 

Meanwhile  the  "  new  boy  "  had  sauntered  on 
and  had  reached  the  field  also.  He  climbed 
leisurely  on  to  the  fence  which  surrounded  the 
gridiron,  and  surveyed  the  proceedings  with  an 
interested  air. 

Dean  soon  caught  sight  of  him,  and  (jues- 
tioned  Goodale.  "  Has  that  fellow  tried  for 
anything  yet?  " 

"What  fellow?" 

"  That  good-looking  one  on  the  fence." 

"No.     Who  is  he?" 

"  Don't  know — some  new  boy." 

Just  then  a  football  bounded  over  the  fence 
and  rolled  along  the  ground  beyond. 

"  Thank  you!  "  called  several  voices,  directed 
toward  the  new  boy. 

He  jumped  down  from  his  perch  and  chased 
the  ball.  Then  he  picked  it  up,  gave  a  lunge, 
and  sent  it  Hying  down  across  the  fence  to 
the  other  end  of  the  field.  It  was  a  good 
seventy-yard  punt,  and  drew  forth  a  dozen  ex- 
clamations of  surprise  and  approval. 

"Jove!  Look  at  that!"  ejaculated  Dean. 
But  Goodale  was  already  hurrying  toward  the 
new  boy,  who  had  restored  his  hands  to  his 
pockets  and  was  standing  with  an  amused  smile 
on  his  lips.  Goodale  felt,  as  he  approached, 
that,  somehow,  he  could  not  use  his  patroniz- 
ing air  of  captain  with  this  fellow,  and,  also, 
that  the  upper  hand  seemed  to  be  on  the  other 
side.     Still,  this  prize  was  not  to  be  lost. 

"  Look  here,"  he  began  awkwardly,  "  want 
to  try  for  full-back  on  the  team  ?  " 

The  new  boy  regarded  him  a  moment,  and 
then  answered  with  a  smile  that  showed  a 
double  row  of  handsome  teeth : 

"  Of  course  I  would  n't  mind  trying." 

"  All  right ;  come  on.      Got  any  togs  here?  " 

"  I  have  some  back  at  the  school." 

"  Can't  you  find  some  here?  We  're  going 
to  play  a  scrub  game  in  a  minute.  Wait  and 
I  '11  get  you  some." 

He  rushed  into  the  building,  and  the  new 
boy  followed  him,  still  with  his  amused  smile. 


Goodale  appeared,  in  a  moment,  with  several 
suits  in  his  arms. 

"  Get  into  one  of  these,  (juick  as  you  can," 
he  said.  "Hold  on  —  er — er  —  what  's  your 
name?  " 

"My  name? — oh,  er — Parkinson." 

Goodale  hurried  off  and  told  his  talc  to  some 
of  the  boys,  and  then,  with  the  help  of  Mr. 
AN'illiams,  lined  up  two  elevens.  Ky  the  time 
all  was  arranged,  Parkinson  came  on  to  the  field, 
looking  quite  distinguished,  and,  somehow,  older 
than  when  in  his  golf-suit.  All  eyes  were  fixed 
on  him,  and  no  one  noticed  Mr.  Williams's 
start  of  surprise,  nor  did  tlu-y  unilerstand  the 
glance  Parkinson  directed  at  him. 

"  Come  on,  l*arkinson,"  called  Cioodale. 
"Get  down  there  at  full-back.  Now,  boys, 
stand  on  your  toes.  Play  hard  and  fast,  and 
let  's  see  what  the  first  game  of  the  season  will 
show!      Mr.  Williams,  you  '11  unifjire,  please." 

The  game  began,  and  Parkinson  was  playing 
on  Goodale's  eleven.  The  other  team  had  the 
ball.  They  gained  five  yards  apiece  on  the 
first  two  rushes,  and  Goodale  exclaimed,  "  This 
won't  do!  Come,  get  together!  Parkinson, 
play  up  more  —  you  don't  get  into  the  interfer- 
ence." 

One  more  rush,  and  the  opposing  full-back 
skirted  the  end  and  tore  down  toward  Parkin- 
son. Goodale  yelled,  "Nail  him,  nail  him! 
Get  down  more!"  as  he  ran  after. 

Parkinson  waited  calmly,  and  then  reached 
out  and  caught  the  runner  in  a  clean  tackle. 
Goodale  was  beside  himself  in  his  patronizing 
approval.  They  got  the  ball  by  a  fumble  in 
the  next  play,  and  the  quarter-back  pa.ssed  it  to 
Parkinson.  He  started  to  the  right,  following 
the  interference,  when  he  suddenly  broke  to  the 
left,  and  in  a  minute  more  was  tearing  along 
with  a  clear  field  ahead  of  him,  never  stopping 
until  the  touch-down  was  made.  And  when  he 
completed  the  feat  by  stepping  back  and  kick- 
ing the  ball  squarely  between  the  goal-posts, 
the  boys'  enthusiasm  knew  no  bounds. 

The  play  lasted  only  two  ten-minute  halves, 
and  during  the  next  half  Goodale  did  not  order 
Parkinson  about  quite  so  much. 

Immediately  after  the  game,  however,  Park- 
inson rushed  into  his  dressing-room,  and  that 
was  the  last  the  bovs  saw  of  him.      When  those 
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who  luul  dressed  at  llic  l)uilding  had  rcai)i)carcd  whom  1  know  very  well.      Of  course  he  was  n't 

and  assemMed  in  front  to  escort  the  hero  hack  going  to  let  you  suspect  by  his  name;  but   I 

to    school,     Mr.    Williams    ai)i.roache(l    them,  knew  what  he  was  up  to.      He  has  just  brought 

laughin".                                            •  l"-^  '"tt't;  brother  uj)  here,  and  finding  none  of 

•' Whom  are  you  waiting  forJ)ovs?  "  he  asked,  you  knew  him  bv  sight,  he  i)layed  a  joke  on 
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'the     'new     IJOY'     never    STOl'l'ED     INTII,    THE    TOUCH-DOWN     WAS    MADE." 


"  Parkinson,"  (ioodale  answered. 

"  Well,  I  would  n't  waste  time  doing  that. 
lie  's  gone." 

"  Cione  where?     Back  to  school?  " 

"  \o.  He  has  gone  back  to  Cambridge. 
Who  ilo  you  think  that  fellow  was?  Bob 
Forbes,  the  Harvard  cajjtain!" 

"Forbes!"  exclaimed  ClootUde.  "Why, 
Mr.  Williams,  you  're  joking.  He  's  Parkinson, 
a  new  boy." 

"  I  beg  your  pardon.       That  was  Bob  F<jrbes, 


you.  It  's  just  like  him,  too!"  And  Mr.  Wil- 
liams laughed  till  the  boys  joined  with  him. 

"  Do  you  think  I  ought  to  write  and  apolo- 
gize?" Goodale  said  shamefacedlv.  "I  was 
awfully  flip  with  him." 

"My  dear  boy,  no!"  Mr.  Williams  said. 
"  It  is  the  best  joke  of  the  year,  and  that  would 
spoil  it.  At  any  rate,  you  all  know  Forbes 
now,  and  I  '\e  no  doubt  but  that  he  will  send 
you  all  tickets  during  the  season." 

And  he  did. 
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A\'k  all  clu'rish  the  mnioii  that  our  c\c->  can 
make  no  mistake.  "  Seeing  is  believing  "  is  an 
oUl  and  respected  maxim.  We  dejjend  on  our 
sight  more  than  on  anv  ot  our  other  senses. 
Civilization  has  dulled  for  us  our  smell  and 
hearing,  and  onr  taste  and  touch  play  but  small 
parts  in  our  life.  The  average  person  does  not 
pride  himself  on  his  keenness  of  smell,  hearing, 
touch,  or  taste,  but  he  would  be  loath  to  admit 
that  he  could  not  "  believe  his  own  eyes." 
Notwithstanding,  there  are  many  cases,  as  we 
shall  see,  in  which  the  eye  shows  itself  to  be  but 
a  poor  judge  of  facts,  incapable  of  telling  to 
the  mind  a  truthful  story  of  what  it  sees. 

In  Fig.  I  the  light  vertical  line  EF  looks 
longer  than  the  heavy  horizontal  line  GH, 
though  both  are  of  the  same  length.  This 
illustrates  the  principle  that  a  narrow  object 
looks  longer  than  a  wide  one  of  the  same 
length,  and  that  a  vertical  line  looks  longer 
than  a  horizontal  one  of  the  same  length. 
Stout  people  look  short  because  our  eyes  natu- 
rally discount  their  height,  while  thin  people 
appear  taller  than  they  really  are.  Young 
ladies  with  an  ambition  to  look  stately  cultivate 
meager,  clinging  effects  in  dress ;  short  women 
select  patterns  having  perpendicular  stripes, 
and  exceptionally  tall  women  avoid  such. 
Paper-hangers  who  understand  their  trade  put 
a  narrow  border  round  the  top  of  a  low  room. 
Large  patterns  in  wall-paper  or  cari)ets  make  a 
room  appear  small  and  ill-proportioned. 

In  Fig.  2  the  segment  J  appears  easily  larger 
than  the  segment  I,  but  in  reality  they  are  iden- 
tical in  shape  and  extent,  and  if  you  were  to 
cut  out  the  two  one  would  exactly  cover  the 
other. 

The  sides  of  the  ladder  shown  in  Fig.  3  ap- 
pear to  be  closer  together  at  L  than  they  are  at 
K,  but  they  are  really  parallel.  The  effect  is 
due  to  the  oblique  cross-hatch  or  section  lines. 
Draftsmen  are  frecjuently  embarra.ssed  by  illu- 


^io^s  of  this  kind,  which  often  gi\e  drawings 
a  ilistorted  appearance  notwithstanding  their 
technical  accuracy. 

If  vou  were  told  that  the  lines  MX  and  OP 
in  l''ig.  4  were  straight  and  parallel  you  could 
hardly  accept  the  statement ;  yet  you  can  easily 
see  that  this  is  so  by  looking  along  the  two  lines 
from  either  end,  or  by  measuring. 

The  black  spots  in  Fig.  5  and  the  white 
spots  in  Fig.  6  are  of  the  same  size,  but  the 
white  spots  look  the  larger.  This  is  due  to  the 
phenomenon  of  irradiation,  which  always  makes- 
a  bright  object  against  a  dark  background  ap- 
pear larger  than  it  really  is,  owing,  as  Hum- 
boldt found,  to  the  imperfect  focusing  of  the 
object  on  the  retina  of  the  eye  in  such  cases. 
By  reason  of  irradiation  the  stars  appear  to  our 
eyes  larger  than  they  otherwise  would;  and,  to 
descend  to  the  every-day,  women  well  under- 
stand that  in  dress-goods  light  "  polka-dots  "  on 
a  dark  ground  look  larger  tliaii  dark  ones  on 
a  light  ground.  Certain  microscopic  animals 
have  markings  which  for  a  long  time  were  taken 
to  be  hexagonal  spots,  giving  a  honeycomb 
appearance ;  but  more  powerful  microscopes 
have  shown  these  spots  to  be  round.  By 
partly  closing  the  eyes  and  looking  at  Figs.  5 
and  6  the  spots  will  assume  the  hexagonal 
shape,  thus  illustrating  this  puzzling  illusion. 

Fig.  7  represents  an  adaptation  of  the  fa- 
mous illusion  discovered  by  Professor  Silvanus 
P.  Thomson.  By  giving  the  page  a  slightly 
twirling  motion  similar  to  that  used  in  rinsing 
out  a  dish,  the  cog-wheel  on  the  left  is  made 
apparently  to  revolve  slowlv,  while  the  wheel 
on  the  right  turns  rapidly  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion. This  illusion  is  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  remarkable  known.  A  variation  of 
it  is  shown  in  Fig.  <S.  When  this  design  is 
twirled  as  before,  the  six  wheels  appear  to  re- 
volve rapidly,  intermeshing  with  one  another, 
while  the  central  cog-wheel  revolves  verv  de- 
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liberately  in  the  other  direction,  giving  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  rather  comphCated  piece  of  ma- 
chinery in  motion. 

Printed  letters  show  Iiow  usage  has  come  to 


recognize  certain  pe- 
even  without  their 
The  letter  S,  the  fig- 
B  appear  to  he  sym- 
cally  so  ;  but  if  you 
down  you  will  be 
very  much  larger 
than  their  upper 
sign-painters       and 


culiarities  of  vision, 
being  understood, 
lire  S,  and  the  letter 
metrical,  or  practi- 
turn  the  page  upside 
suri)rised  to  see  how 
their  lower  parts  are 
])arts.  l^nskilful 

letterers  do  not  un- 

H 


derstand  this  illusion,  and  they  construct  all 
such  letters  and  figures  symmetrical  by  mea- 
surements, with  the  result  that  their  work  will 
appear  distorted  and  inartistic  when  finished. 
The  cro.ss-line  in  the  letter  A  should  appear 
about  midway  of  the  height  of  the  letter,  but  in 
order  to  produce  this  effect  it  must  be  made 
considerably  below  that  point.     By  a  gradual 

process  of   evo- 
lution the  letters 
i  "^         and    figures    we 

use  have  grown 
into  shapes  that 
are  satisfying  to 
J  ^    the  eye,  though 

ihey  are  not  sym- 
metrical. 

Fig.  ID  shows 

FIG-    2  .,,         .  - 

an  illusion  of  a 
very  different  kiinl.  Place  a  visiting-card 
or  a  jjiece  of  paper  with  the  edge  along 
the  dotted  line  between  the  bicyclists, 
look  steadily  at  the  figures,  and  then 
gradually  bring  your  face  closer  and 
closer  to  the  page,  keeping  both  eyes 
open.  The  result  will  jirobably  be  that 
the  reckless  Chinaman  and  the  timid 
young  woman  will  have  a  collision. 
In    Fig.   I  I    we  see  a  curious  effect  of 
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the  distortion  of  perspective.  The  figure  of 
the  man  looking  over  the  fence  at  the  ball- 
game  appears  to  be  actually  taller  than  that  of 
the  small  boy  who  is  peeping  through  the  knot- 
hole, l)ut  in  reality  it  is  a  little  shorter.  The 
illusion  is  due  to  the  fact  that  we  judge  of  size 
always  by  comparison.  The  eye  sees  the  figure 
of  the  boy  larger  than  that  of  the  man,  as  it 
really  is  ;  but  the  man  being  represented  farther 
away,  the  mind  draws  the  conclusion  that  he 
must  be  the  taller,  for  our  daily  experience  is 
that  distant  objects  must  be  larger  than  near 
ones  having  the  same  angle  of  extent. 


We  see  everything,  in  short,  by  the  light  of 
experience  alone.  New-born  babies,  while  they 
have  eyes,  see  not.  The  eye  is  a  camera  pure 
and  simple,  and,  until  its  impressions  can  be 
developed  in  the  consciousness,  what  it  sees 
means  nothing.  The  baby  first  learns  to  dis- 
tinguish light  from  darkness ;  then  it  learns  to 
recognize  its  mother,  then  its  father ;  then  it 
learns,  perhaps,  to  distinguish  some  bright  color, 
red  it  may  be  ;  then  it  learns  to  discriminate  be- 
tween near  and  far  objects.  It  looks  at  the 
nearest  house  down  the  street  and  takes  it  to 
l)e  of  about  the  size  of  its  Noah's  ark,  for  so 
it  appears  to  be.  Later  it  goes  to  that  house 
and  discovers  that  it  is  as  big  as  its  own  house. 
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which  now,  at  a  distance,  in  turn  looks  smaller. 
(Gradually  it  makes  its  way  from  the  known  to 
the  unknown,  using  its  own  experiences  as  step- 
ping-stones.    The  eye  knows  no  such  thing  as 
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size  or  distance  in  the  abstract  and  apart  lit  mi 
reasoning,  but  knowing  one  by  expciiciK  c,  it 
can  make  a  close  estimate  of  the  otlier. 


The  average  woman  cannot  judge  how  much 
a  foot  is  within  several  inches,  but  she  can  esti- 
mate a  yard  very  closely,  while  with  the  average 
man  the  case  is  reversed.  If  some  one  asked 
you  which  was  the  longer,  a  horse's  head  from 
the  tip  of  his  ears  to  the  end  of  his  nose,  or  an 
ordinary  flour-barrel,  you  would  naturally  say 
the  barrel,  though  the  horse's  heatl  is  the 
longer.  The  eye  is  very  easily  deceived  if  it  is 
called  on  to  pass  judgment  on  something  that 


has  not  been  brought  home  to  it  by  experience. 
The  landlubber  at  sea  greatly  underestimates 
the  distance  of  passing  ships,  having  no  familiar 
landmarks  with  which  to  make  comparisons. 
Truthful  men  under  oath  in  court  often  dis- 
agree widely  as  to  observed  facts,  and  no  doubt 
with  perfect  honesty.  We  will  not  distrust  our 
eyes,  though  no  doubt  they  deceive  us  oftener 
than  we  realize. 

The  eye  constantly  overestimates  an   acute 


angle  and  underestimates  an  obtuse  one.  It 
is  this  princii)lc  on  which  the  illusions  shown 
in  liu>.  ,^  anil  4  (k-pend.  A  right  angle 
shoukl  l)e  much  easier  to  judge,  l)Ut  unless  the 
eye  is  trained   it   will    go   astray  considerably. 


Even  a  carpenter,  who  constantly  deals  willi 
right  angles,  will  not  trust  himself  to  saw  a 
board  off  without  a  square  if  he  has  to  make  an 
accurate  fit.  Beginners  in  drawing  generally 
find  themselves  making  all  \crtical  lines  lean 
slightly  to  the  right.  The  buildings  in  their 
sketches  topple  quite  uniformly  in  that  direc- 
tion, as  shown  in  Fig.  10,  The  error  becomes 
more  evident  when  the  drawing  is  turned  on 
its  side.  And  still  a  picture  made  with  a  ruler 
and  T-s(iuare  would  lack  the  artistic  quality. 
An  artist  would  never  use  a  ruler  to  draw  a  line 
hy,  for  he  understands  that  the  eye  demands 
something  more  than  mere  methodical  accuracy 
of  line  and  angle. 

There  should  be  an  element  of  illusion  in 
L'verv  picture,  and  the  true  artist  is  one  who 
knows  how  to 
make  allowance 
for  this.  So  also 
in  architecture. 
Measurements 
of  the  finest 
buildings  left  us 
by  the  ancients 
show  us  conclu- 
si\ely  that  the 
skillful  archi- 
tects of  those 
old  times  under- 
stood perfectly 
about  the  illu- 
sive   effects     of 

lines  on  the  eye,  for  they  so  designed  their 
buildings  as  to  counteract  such  defects  of  vision. 
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The  walls,  instead  of  being  vertical,  lean  in  ;  tall 
windows  are  wider  at  the  top  than  at  the  bot- 
tom ;  columns  swell  in  the  middle  instead  of 
being  straight ;  the  top  linos  of  the  buildings, 
instead  of  being  strictly  hori- 
zontal, are  considerably  higher 
in  the  middle,  and  so  on. 
Without  doubt  much  of  the 
beauty  of  these  classic  build- 
ings was  due  to  the  recogni- 
tion of  such  principles  in  their 
construction.  Modern  archi- 
tects generally  ignore  every- 
thing of  this  kind  and  build 
strictly  by  the  scjuare,  le\el, 
and  plumb-line.  There  are 
fine  buildings  in  every  city 
that  have  been  made  to  suffer 
in  this  way,  for,  though  really 
well  built,  their  walls  appear 
to  lean  outward,  or  their  ror- 
nices  to  .sag  in  the  middle, 
and  so  forth. 

l''ig.  I  2  is  an  ingenious  illu- 
sion in  perspective  that  has 
been  used  in  various  connec- 
tions for  advertising  jjurposes. 
Looked    at    in    the    ordinary 


way  it  appears  to  be 
a  meaningless  maze  of 
lines.  But  hold  the 
page  horizontally,  a  lit- 
tle below  the  level  of 
the  eye,  and  a  certain 
order  will  come  out  of 
the  chaos.  Look  first 
in  the  direction  indi- 
cated by  I,  then  in  that 
indicated  by  2,  etc. 

These  various  in- 
stances point  the  moral 
that  our  eyes  do  not 
by  any  means  always 
see  things  as  they  are, 
and  that  if  we  are  not 
taught  how  to  accept 
their  reports  with  a 
"grain  of  salt"  we 
»  shall     occasionally     be 

misled  more  or  less. 
In  St.  Nicholas  for  April,  1897,  there  was 
an  article,  "  Seeing  is  Believing,"  upon  this  same 
subject,  in  which  other  illusions  are  given.    Some 
of  the  ones  there  criven  are  here  omitted. 


THE    HOUSK     I'lIAr    |ILL    lUIl/r 


\]\  C'aroian   Wklls. 


This  is  the  //(^usi-  that    fill   hiiih. 


This  is  the 
Tree  of  a 
dusky  shade  . 
til  at  gave  the 
Wood  that 
heated  the 
Oven  that 
baked  the 
Cake  that  fed 


This  is  the  D(?//  that 
lixed  in  the  House  that 
fill  built. 


This   is 
the    C(7^e 
that  fed  the  Doll  that  lived 
in  the  House  that  Jill  built. 


This  is  the 
07r//  that  baked 
the  Cake  that 
fed  the  Doll 
that  lived  in  the 
House  that  Jill 
built. 


This   is  the    JFoot/  that 
heated    the    Oven    that   baked 
the  Cake  that  J^r— .  T^^'jy. 

fed    the    Doll       ^^^^^"^'^^  0> 
that    lived    in   ^-l: 
the  House  that 
Till  built. 


^rv^*^^y« 


the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that  Jill  built. 

. — >^__^  'Hiis  is  the  ^x  with 

I  'Wfc^j;^..,,;,., ,„ ^,  -  j  ^  ^    shining    blade   that 

'-J  chopped  the  Tree  of  a 

dusky  shade  that  gave  the  Wood  that  heated 
the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that     A 
fed  the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House    ^f 
that  Jill  built. 

This  is  the 
Wo  o  d  /n  a  n 
sober  and 
staid  who 
slung  the  Ax 
with  a  shin- 
ing blade  that 
chopped  the 
Tree  of  a 
dusky  shade 
that  gave  the 
Wcjod       that  ' 

heated  the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that  fed 
the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that  [ill  built. 
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This  is  the  Horse  that  pranced  and  neighed  This  is  the  Kriig/it  w  ith  the  red  cockade  who 
when  he  .saw  the  Woodman  sober  and  staid  rode  on  the  Horse  that  pranced  and  neighed 
who  slung  the  Ax  with  a  shining  blade  that  when  he  saw  the  Woodman  sober  and  staid  who 
cho])ped  the  Tree  of  a  dusky  shade  that  gave    slung  the  Ax  with  a  shining  blade  that  chopped 

the   Tree   of  a  dusky  shade  that 

gave   the  Wood  that  heated   the 

Oven    that  baked   the   Cake  that 

fed  the  Doll  that  lived  in 

the  House  that  Jill  built. 


the  Wootl  that  heated  the  Oven  that  baked 
the  Cake  that  fed  the  Doll  that  lived  in 
the   House  that    Jill   built. 


This  is  the  Lirdy  in  gay  brocade  who  followed  the  Knight  with  the  red  cockade  who  rode  on 
the  Horse  that  pranced  and  neighed  when  he  saw  the  Woodman  sober  and  staid  who  slung 
the  -Ax  with  a  shining  blade  that  chopped  the  Tree  of  a  dusky  shade  that  gave  the  Wood  that 
heated  the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that  fed  the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that  |ill  built. 
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^l' 


Ci 


'x'Vl?^^''^'*^  ' 


rv 


This  is  the  Glittering  Cixvalcadt:  that  rode  after  the  Lady  in  gay  brocade  who  followed  the 
Knight  with  the  red  cockade  who  rode  on  the  Horse  that  pranced  and  neighed  when  he  saw 
the  Woodman  sober  and  staid  wlio  slung  the  Ax  with  a  shining  blade  that  choj^ped  the  Tree 
of  a  dusky  shade  that  gave  the  Wood  that  heated  the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that  fed 
the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that   Jill  built. 


This  is  the  Donkey  who  loudly  brayed  at 
sight  of  the  Glittering  Cavalcade  that  rode 
after  the  Lady  in  gay  brocade  who  followed  the 
Knight  with  the  red  cockade  who  rode  on  the 
Horse  that  pranced  and  neighed  when  he  saw 
the  Woodman  sober  and  staid  who  slung  the 
Ax  with  a  shining  blade  that  chopped  the  Tree 
of  a  dusky  shade  that  gave  the  Wood  that 
heated  the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that  fed 
the  Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that  Jill  built. 


This  is  the  King  who  was  much  dismayed  to 
hear  the  Donkey  who  loudly  brayed  at  sight  of 
the  Glittering  Cavalcade  that  rode  after  the 
Lady  in  gay  brocade  who  followed  the  Knight 
with  the  red  cockade  who  rode  on  the  Horse 
that  pranced  and  neighed  when  he  saw  the 
Woodman  sober  and  staid  who  slung  the  Ax 
with  a  shining  blade  that  chopped  the  Tree  of  a 
dusky  shade  that  gave  the  Wood  that  heated 
the  Oven  that  baked  the  Cake  that  fed  the 
Doll  that  lived  in  the  House  that  Jill  built. 


TOMMY    REMINGTONS    BATTLE.* 


By  Burton   Kchkri    Stkvp:nson. 


II  ITU  f/ii<  oNuing  niimhn-  of  its  hocntv-uitith  roliim.;  St.  .Vic/io/ns  makes  a  ne-.u  departure  by  presenting 
to  its  re.i./ers  ,i  long  story  complete  in  one  niiiuher  -  ,/  story  t/uit  heretofore  would  have  run  through  five  or  six 

numl'ers  of  the  magazine.  ,,.,,■        r  it-     ■    ■    -^ 

This  first  seruil  to  he  so  published  is  by  Burton   Egbert  .Ste-c'enson,  author  of      A  Soldier  of  ytrginia, 

'^  .It  Odds  with  the  Kei^ent,'"  etc. 

•'  Tommv  Remington's  Battle"  is  a  7-erv  interesting  portrayal  of  American  boy  life.  Like  many  another 
boY  of  today,  the  voung  hero  has  to  choose' luhveen  rival  attractions  of  study  and  athletics,  but  finds  that  the 
-.oiniiini;  of' a  hotl'v  contested  football  i^ame  is  possible  without  injustice  to  higher  claims. 

And  even  more  difficult  and  inspiring  than  his  struggle  to  make  a  touch-down  is  Tommy's  battle  with  him- 
self and  with  the  seeming  defeat  of  his  youthful  ambitions. 

But—  read  the  storv. 


CHAPTKR    I. 

TOMMY   RF.^n^"G^•>^■    kinds  a  circus  poster. 

Mi.ss  .Ankrkws  stood  in  the  school-liouse 
door  and  looked  after  the  httle  figure,  the  last 
of  her  pupils  dismissed  for  the  day,  as  it  tripped 
down  the  narrow  path  toward  the  group  of 
coal-grimed  houses  which  made  the  town  of 
Wentworth  ;  and  .she  sighed  unconsciously  as  it 
pa.ssed  from  sight  behind  an  ugly  pile  of  slack. 
It  was  not  a  jiretty  scene,  this  part  which  man 
had  made  along  the  n'Yer,  with  its  crazy  coal- 
tipples,  its  rows  of  dirty  little  cabins,  its  lines 
of  coke-ovens,  and  the  grime  of  coal-dust  over 
everything. 

It  was  not  at  the  mountains  nor  at  the  river 
that  Bessie  Andrews  looked,  but  at  the  grimy 
cabins  of  the  miners,  scattered  along  the  hill- 
side, and  she  thought  with  a  sigh  how  little  suc- 
cessful she  had  been  in  winning  the  hearts  of 
their  occupants.  She  had  come  from  Rich- 
mond in  a  flush  of  happine.ss  at  her  good  for- 
tune in  getting  the  school,  and  determined  to 
make  a  success  of  it,  but  she  found  it  "  upliill 
work  "  indeed. 

Her  story  was  that  of  so  many  other  South- 
ern girls  coming  of  families  old  and  one  time 
wealthy,  but  ruined  by  the  Civil  War;  the 
plantation  was  sold,  and  her  family  had  moved 
to  Richmond  in  the  hope  that  life  there  would 
be  easier,  but  had  found  the  battle  with  pov- 
erty a  losing  one.  She  tried  to  secure  a  posi- 
tion as  teacher,  and  the  superintendent,  im- 
pressed by  her  earnestness,  promised  to  keep 
her  in  mind  ;  and  one  day  he  had  sent  for  her. 

*  Copyriglitcd,  1901,  hy  I 
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"  I  have  a  letter  here,"  he  said,  "  from  one 
of  the  directors  of  a  little  school  near  Went- 
worth, in  the  mining  district.  He  wants  me  to 
send  him  a  teacher.  Do  you  think  you  would 
care  for  the  place?  " 

Miss  Andrews  gasped.  .She  had  not  thought 
of  leaving  home.  Yet  she  could  do  even  that, 
if  need  be. 

"  I  think  I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  the 
place,"  she  said.  "  Do  you  know  anything 
about  it,  sir  ?  " 

He  shook  his  head. 

"  Very  little.  I  do  not  imagine  the  region  is 
attractive,  but  the  salary  is  fair,  and  the  direc- 
tor who  has  written  me  this  letter,  and  who 
seems  to  be  a  competent  man,  will  board  you 
without  extra  expense.  Think  it  over  and  let 
me  know  your  decision  to-morrow." 

There  was  a  very  tearful  interview  betAveen 
mother  and  daughter  that  night,  but  it  Avas  evi- 
dent to  both  of  them  that  the  place  must  be 
accepted. 

So  it  was  settled,  and  the  next  day  the  super- 
intendent formally  recommended  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Andrews  as  the  teacher  for  the  Wentworth 
school.  In  due  time  came  the  reply,  directing 
her  to  report  at  once  for  duty,  and  she  arrived 
at  her  journey's  end  one  liright  day  in  late 
Sej)tem])er. 

She  had  determined  from  the  first  to  make 
the  people  love  her,  but  she  found  them  another 
race  than  the  genial,  cultured,  open-hearted 
Virginians  who  live  along  the  James.  Years  of 
labor  in  the  mines  had  marred  their  brains  no 
less   than   their   bodies ;    both,   shut   out   from 
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God's  pure  air,  and  blue  sky,  and  hcauliful, 
green-clad  world,  grew  crooked  ami  inissliapi'ii, 
just  as  everything  must  do  that  has  life  in  it. 

She  had  gone  to  work  among  tlu-m  with 
brave  face  but  trembling  lu-art.  'I'licrt.-  was  no 
lack  of  children  in  the  grimv  cabins;  it  made 
her  soul  sick  to  look  at  them.  She  asked  tliii 
she  might  be  permitted  to  teach  them.  I!nt 
she  encountered  a  strange  apathv.  The  ])a- 
rents  stareil  at  her  witii  susi)icion.  She  was  not 
one  of  them;  wh\-  should  she  wish  to  meddle? 
Hesides,  the  boys  must  help  the  men  ;  the  girls 
must  help  the  women  —  even  a  \erv  small  girl 
can  take  care  of  a  baby,  and  so  lift  that  weiglit 
from  the  mother's  shoulders. 

"  ])Ut  have  the  children  never  been  sent  to 
school?  "  siie  asked. 

Xo,  they  said,  ne\-er.  The  other  teachers 
did  n't  bother  them.  Why  should  she?  The 
children  couUl  grow  up  like  their  parents. 
They  had  other  things  to  think  about  besides 
going  to  school.  There  was  the  coal  to  be 
dug. 

A  few  of  the  better  families  sent  their  chil- 
dren, however — the  superintendent,  the  school 
directors,  the  mine  bosses,  the  fire  bosses,  —  in 
the  mines,  every  one  is  a  "boss"  who  is  paid 
a    fixed    monthly  wage   by   the   com- 
pany,— but  Bessie  Andrews  found  her- 
self every  day  looking  over  the  vacant 
forms  in   the   little   school-house   and 
telling  herself   that   she   had   failed  — 
that  she  had   not  reached  the  people 
who  most  needed  her. 

More  than  once  had  she  been 
tempted  to  confess  her  defeat,  resign 
the  place,  and  return  to  Richmond; 
yet  the  sympathy  and  encouragement 
of  Jabez  Smith,  the  director  who  had 
secured  her  appointment,  gave  her 
strength  to  keep  up  the  fight.  A  sim- 
ple, homely  man,  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  postmaster  of  Wentworth,  he  had 
welcomed  her  kindly,  and  she  had 
found    his   house   a   place   of    refuge. 

"  You  '11  git  discouraged,"  he  had 
said  to  her,  "  but  don't  give  up.     Th'  people 
up  here  ain't  th'  kind  you  've  been  used  to,  an' 
it  takes  'em  some  time  t'  git  acquainted.     You 
jest  keep  at  it,  an'  you  '11  win  out  in  the  end." 

Vol.  XXIX.— 5. 


There  was  another,  {on,  who  spf)ke  words  of 
hope  and  comfort  —  the  Rev.  Robert  Ikiyii.ss, 
mimster  of  the  little  church  on  the  hillside,  who 
liad  Come,  like  Iu-r>elf,  a  jiilgrim  into  this 
wilderness. 

"  \'ou  are  doing  lliiely,"  he  would  .sa\ . 
"  ^\  liy,  look  at  me.  I  've  been  here  four  years, 
and  am  almost  as  far  from  my  goal  as  you  are; 
but  I  'm  not  going  to  give  up  tlu'  fij^ht  till  1 
get  e\ery  miner  ami  e\ery  miner's  wife  into  that 
church.  .\s  yet,  1  have  n't  got  a  dozen  of 
them." 

As  .she  stood  there  in  the  school-house  door, 


MISS    BESSIE     ANDREWS,     THE     TEACIIEK. 


thinking  of  all  this  anil  looking  out  across  the 
valley,  she  heard  the  whistle  blow  at  the  drift- 
mouth,  a  signal  that  no  more  coal  would  be 
weighed  that  day ;  and  in  a  few  moments  she 
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saw  a  line  of  men  coming  down  the  hillsiile 
toward  her.  She  wailed  to  see  them  pass,— 
grimy,  weary,  jjerspiring,  fresh  from  the  mine 
and  the  never-enihng  battle  with  the  great  veins 
of  coal,— and  she  noted  sadly  how  many  boys 
there  were  among  them.  Some  c^f  them  glanced 
at  her  shvlv  ami  touched  their  hats,  but  the 
most  Weill  by  without  heeding  her,  the  younger, 
the  driver-boys,  laughing  and  je.sting  among 
themselves,  the  older  tramping  along  in  the 
silence  of  utter  fatigue.  She  watched  them  as 
they  went,  and  then  turned  slowly  back  into 
the  room  antl  picked  up  her  hat. 

"  Please,  ma'am  —  "  said  a  timid  voice  at  the 
door. 

She  turned  (juickly  and  saw  standing  there 
one  of  the  boys  who  had  passed  a  moment  be- 
fore. 

"Ves?"  she  cjuestioned  encouragingly. 
"  Come  in,  won't  you?  " 

The  boy  took  off  his  cap  and  stepped  bash- 
fully across  the  threshold. 

"  Sit  down  here,"  she  said,  and  herself  took 
the  seat  opposite.  "  Now,  what  can  1  do  for 
you  ?  " 

He  glanced  up  into  her  eyes.  There  was  no 
mistaking  their  kindliness,  and  he  gathered  a 
shade  more  confidence. 

"  Please,  ma'am,"  he  said,  "  I  wanted  t'  ask 
you  t'  read  this  bill  t'  me " ;  and  he  pro- 
duced from  his  pocket  a  gaudy  circus  poster. 
"They  's  been  put  up  down  at  th'  deepot,"  he 
added,  in  explanation,  "  but  none  of  us  boys 
kin  read  'em." 

She  took  the  bill  from  him  with  (juick  sym- 
pathy. 

"  Of  course  I  '11  read  it  to  you,"  she  cried. 
And  she  proceeded  to  recount  the  wonders  of 
"  Hashford's  (jreat  and  Only  Menagerie  and 
Hippodrome"  as  described  by  the  poster. 
M(jst  of  the  high-flown  language  was,  of 
course,  quite  beyond  the  boy's  understanding, 
but  he  sat  with  round  eyes  fi.xed  on  her  face  till 
she  had  finished.  It  was  a  minute  before  he 
could  speak. 

"What  is  that  thing?"  he  asked  at  last, 
pointing  to  a  gTeat,  unwieldy  beast  with  wide- 
open  mouth. 

"  That  's  a  hippopotamus." 

"A  —  a  what?  "  he  asked  wonderingly. 


"  A  In'ppopotamus — a  rive^r-horse." 

"  A  river-horse,"  he  repeated.  And  his  eyes 
grew  rounder  than  ever.  "A. horse  what  lives 
in  th'  river?  But  it  ain't  a  horse,"  he  added, 
looking  at  it  again.  "  It  ain't  iTotliiii'  like  a 
horse." 

"No,"  said  Miss  Andrews,  smiling,  "it  's 
not  a  horse.  That  's  only  a  name  for  it.  See, 
here  it  is,"  and  she  pointed  to  the  line  below 
the  picture.  "  'The  Hippopotamus,  the  Great 
African  River  Horse.' " 

He  gazed  at  the  line  a  moment  in  silence. 
Then  he  sighed. 

"  I  must  go,"  he  said,  and  reached  out  his 
hand  for  the  bill. 

"  But  you  have  n't  told  me  your  name  yet," 
she  protested.     "  What  is  your  name?  " 

"  Tommy  Remington,"  he  answered,  his  shy- 
ness back  upon  him  in  an  instant. 

"  And  your  father  's  a  miner?  " 

He  nodded.  She  looked  at  him  a  moment 
without  .speaking,  rapidly  considering  how  she 
might  say  best  what  she  wished  to  say. 

"Tommy,"  she  began,  "would  n't  you  like 
to  learn  to  read  all  this  for  yourself — all  these 
books,  all  these  stories,"  and  she  waved  her 
hand  toward  the  little  shelf  above  her  desk. 
"  It  is  a  splendid  thing — to  know  how  to  read!  " 

He  looked  at  her  with  eyes  wide  opened. 

"  But  I  could  n't!  "  he  gasped  incredulously. 
"  None  of  th'  boys  kin.  Why,  even  none  of 
th'  men  kin — none  I  know." 

"Oh,  yes,  you  could!"  she  cried.  "Any 
one  can.  The  reason  none  of  the  other  boys 
can  is  because  they  have  never  tried,  and  the 
men  probably  never  had  a  good  chance.  Of 
course  you  can't  learn  if  you  don't  try.  But 
it  's  not  at  all  difficult,  when  one  really  w^ants 
to  learn.  If  you  '11  only  come  and  let  me  teach 
you!" 

He  glanced  again  at  her  face  and  then  out 
across  the  valley.  The  shadows  were  deepen- 
ing along  the  river,  and  above  the  trees  upon 
the  mountain-side  great  columns  of  white  mist 
circled  slowly  upward. 

"  Promise  me  you  '11  come,"  she  repeated. 

The  boy  looked  back  at  her,  and  she  saw  the 
light  in  his  eyes. 

"  My  father — "  he  began,  and  stopped. 

"  I  '11  see  your  father,"  she  said  impetuously. 
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"Only  you  must  ♦^cll  him  you  want  to  cohk', 
^ncl  ask  him  yourself.  I'lonu'sc  me  you  '11  do 
that." 

"  I  promise,"  he  whispered,  and  stoopeil  to 
pick  up  his  cap,  which  had  fallen  from  lus 
trembling  fingers. 

"If  he  refuses,  1  will  see  him  to-morrow  my. 
self,"  she  said.  "  Remember,  you  are  going  to 
learn  to  reatl  ami  write  and  to  do  many  other 
things.      Ciood  night,   I'onuuy." 

"  Good  night,  ma'am,"  he  answered  with 
uncertain  voice,  and  ha.stened  away. 

She  watched  him  until  the  gathering  darknes.s 
hid  him,  and  then  turned  back,  picked  uj)  her 
hat  again,  locked  the  door,  and  hurried  down 
the  path  with  singing  heart.  It  was  her  first 
real  victory,  —  for  she  was  sure  it  would  prove  a 
victor)-, — and  she  felt  as  the  traveler  feels  who, 
toiling  wearily  across  a  great  waste  of  Alpine 
snow  and  ice, — shivering,  desolate, — comes 
suddenly  upon  a  delicate  flower,  looking  up  at 
him  from  the  dreary  way  with  a  face  of  hope 
and  comfort. 

Chapter   II. 

THE    FIRST    SHOT    OF    THE    BATTLE. 

Tommy  Remington,  meanwhile,  trudged  on 
through  the  gathering  darkness,  his  heart  big 
with  purpose.  Heretofore  the  mastery  of  the 
art  of  reading  had  appeared  to  him,  when  he 
considered  the  subject  at  all,  as  a  thing  requir- 
ing such  tremendous  effort  as  few  people  were 
capable  of.  Certainly  he,  who  knew  little  be- 
yond the  rudiments  of  mining  and  the  manage- 
ment of  a  mine  mule,  could  never  hope  to  solve 
the  mystery  of  those  rows  of  queer-looking 
characters  he  had  seen  sometimes  in  almanacs 
and  old  newspapers,  and  more  recendy  on  the 
circus  poster  he  carried  in  his  pocket.  But 
now  a  new  and  charming  vista  was  of  a  sudden 
opened  to  him.  The  teacher  had  assured  him 
that  it  was  quite  easy  to  learn  to  read, — that 
any  one  could  do  so  who  really  tried,  —  and  he 
rammed  his  fists  deep  down  in  his  pockets  and 
drew  a  long  breath  at  the  sheer  wonder  of  the 
thing. 

It  is  difficult,  perhaps,  for  a  boy  brought  up, 
as  most  boys  are,  within  sound  of  a  school  bell, 
where  school-going  begins  inevitably  in  the  ear- 


liest years,  where  every  one  he  knows  can  read 
and  write  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  where 
books  and  {lapers  form  part  of  the  posse.ssions 
of  every  household,  to  understand  the  awe  with 
which  Tommy  Remington  tlujught  over  the 
ta^k  he  was  about  to  undertake.  Such  a  bov 
may  have  seen  occasionally  the  queer  [licture- 
writing  in  front  of  a  Chinese  laundry  or  on  the 
outside  of  packages  of  tea,  and  wondered  what 
such  funny  marks  could  possibly  mean.  To 
Tonmiy,  Knglish  appeared  no  less  cpieer  and 
difficult  than  Chinese,  and  he  would  have 
attacked  the  latter  with  e([ual  confidence — or, 
more  correctly,  with  an  ecjual  lack  of  confidence. 

l!ut  he  had  little  time  to  i)onder  over  all  this, 
for  a  few  minutes'  walk  brought  him  to  the 
dingy  cabin  on  the  hillside  which — with  a  simi- 
lar dwelling  back  in  the  Pennsylvania  coal- 
fields—  was  the  only  home  he  had  ever  known. 
His  father  had  thrown  away  his  youth  in  the 
Pennsylvania  mines  while  the  industry  was  yet 
almost  in  its  infancy  and  the  miners'  wages 
were  twice  or  thrice  those  that  could  be  earned 
by  any  other  kind  of  manual  labor — the  high 
pay  counterbalancing,  in  a  way,  the  great 
danger  which  in  those  days  was  a  part  of  coal- 
mining. Mr.  Remington  had,  by  good  fortune, 
escaped  the  dangers,  and  had  lived  to  see  the 
importation  of  foreign  laborers  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania fields,  —  Huns,  Slavs,  Poles,  and  what  not, 
—  who  prospered  on  wages  on  which  an  Anglo- 
Saxon  would  starve.  Besides,  the  dangers  of  the 
work  had  been  very  materially  reduced,  and  to 
the  mine-owner  it  seemed  only  right  that  the 
wages  should  be  reduced  with  them,  especially 
since  competition  had  become  so  close  that 
profits  w^ere  cut  in  half,  or  sometimes  even 
wiped  out  altogether. 

It  was  just  at  the  time  when  matters  ^vere  at 
their  worst  that  the  great  West  Virginia  coal- 
fields were  discovered  and  a  railroad  built 
through  the  mountains.  (iood  Avages  were 
offered  miners,  and  Mr.  Remington  was  one  of 
the  first  to  move  his  family  into  the  new  region 
— into  the  very  cabin,  indeed,  where  he  still 
lived,  and  which  at  that  time  had  been  just 
completed.  The  unusual  thickness  of  the  seams 
of  coal,  their  accessibility,  and  the  ease  with 
which  the  coal  could  be  got  to  market,  together 
with  the  purity  and  value  of  the  coal  itself,  all 
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combined  to  render  it  possible  for  tlie  miner  to  kj  assist  in  tlie  struggle  for  existence,  — the 
make  good  wages,  and  for  a  time  Remington  younger  ones  as  drivers  of  the  mine  mules 
prospered— as  much,  that  is,  as  a  coal-miner  which  hauled  the  coal  to  "daylight,"  the  older 
which  means  merely  that  he     ones  as  laborers  in  the   chaml)ers  where   their 

fathers  blasted  it  down  from  the 
great  seams. 

Tommy  mounted  the  steps 
of  the  cabin  t(j  the  little  porch 
in  front,  and  paused  for  a 
li.K'kward  glance  down  into 
the  valley.  The  mountains 
had  deepened  from  green  to 
purple,  and  the  eddying  clouds 
of  mist  showed  sharply  against 
this  dark  background.  The  river 
splashed  merrily  along,  a  ribbon 
of  silver  at  the  bottom  of  the 
valley.  The  kindly  night  had 
hidden  all  the  marks  of  man's 
handiwork  along  its  banks,  and 
the  scene  was  wholly  beautiful. 
Yet  it  was  not  at  mountains  or 
river  that  the  boy  looked.  He 
had  seen  them  every  day  for 
years  and  they  had  ceased  to  be 
a  novelty  long  since.  He  looked 
instead  at  a  httle  white  frame 
building  just  discernible  through 
the  gloom,  and  he  thought  with 
a  strange  stirring  of  his  blood 
that  it  was  in  that  building  he 
was  to  learn  to  read  and  write. 
A  shrill  voice  from  the  house 
startled  him  from  his  reverie. 
"Tommy,"  it  called,  "ain't 
vou  ever  comin'  in,  or  air  you 
goin'  t'  stand  there  till  jedg- 
inent?  Come  right  in  here  an' 
wash  up  an'  git  ready  fer  sup- 
per. Where  's  your  j)a?" 
"  Yes  'm,"  said  Tommy,  and 
hurried  obediently  into  the  house.  "  Pa  went 
over  t'  th'  store  t'  git  some  bacon.  He  said 
he  'd  be  'long  in  a  minute." 

Mrs.  Remington  sniffed  contemptuously  and 
banged  a  pan  viciously  down  on  the  table. 

"A  miimte,"  she  repeated.    "I  guess  so.    Half 
an  hour,  most  likely,  ef  he  gits  t'  talkin'  with  thet 
shif'less  gang  thet  's  allers  loafin'  round  there." 
Tommy  deemed  it  best  to  make  no  replv  to 


"SHE    Tl'RNEU    QUICKLY     «ND     SAW     STANDING     THERE     ONE    OF     THK    BOYS, 

can  provide  his  family  with  shelter  from  the 
cold,  with  enough  to  eat,  and  with  clothes  to 
wear,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  out  of  debt. 

But  the  discovery  of  new  fields  and  the  ever- 
growing competition  for  the  market  had  gradu- 
ally tended  to  decrease  wages,  until  they  were 
again  almost  at  the  point  where  one  man  could 
not  supi)ort  a  family,  and  his  boys— mere  chil- 
dren sometimes  — went  into  the  mines  with  him 
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this  remark,  antl  in  silence  lie  took  c)ff  lii>  rii\>  inoiinlain.  and   sat  down  to  wait   for  it  to   fill, 

antl  jumi)er  and  threw  them  on  a  chair.      Kven  .\  cluster  of  lights  along  the  ri\er  showed  where 

in  the  semi-darkness  it  was  easy  to  see  that  the  the  town  stood,  and  he  heard  an  engine  puffing 

house  was  not  an  in\iting  place.      I'erclunl  high  hea\ily  up   the  grade,   taking   aiiolhci-    train   of 

up  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  it  had  l)een  built  by  coal  to  the  great  Kastern  market.      Presently  its 

contract  as  cheaply  as  miglit  be,  and   was  one  luadlight  flashed  into  view,  and  he  watched  it 

of   a    row    of  fifty    houses    of   identical    design  iimil  it  ])huigrd  into  the  tunnel  that  inlersei  ted 

which  the  Great   Eastern   Coal  Company  had  a   spur   of    thi-   mountain    around   which    there 

constructed  as  homes  for  its  employees.      Three  had  bten  no  way  found.    What  a  jjlace  it  must 

rooms  were  all  that  were  needed  l)y  any  family,  be,  —  the  East,  —  and  how  many  people  must  live 

said    the   companv  — a   kitchen   and    two   bed-  there  to  use  so   much   coal!      The  bucket  was 

rooms.      .More    than    that     would    be    a    lu\ur\-  full,  and   he  pii  ked  it   iiji  and  started  back  to- 

for  which  the  miners  would  have  no  possible  ward  the  house.      As  he  neared  it,  he  heard  his 

tise  and  which  would  only  tend  to  spoil  them,  mother  clattering  the  supper-things  about  with 

Perhaps  the  houses  were  clean  when  they  were  quite  unnecessary  violence, 

first  built,  but  the  grime  of  the  coal-fields  had  "  Your  pa  ain't  come  home  yit,"  she  cried, 

long  since  conquered  them  and  reduced  them  as  Tommy  entered.      "  He  don't  need  t'  think 

to  a  uniform  dinginess.      A[rs.  Remington  had  we  '11  wait  fer  him  all  night.      I  '11  send  Johnny 

battled    valiantly  against  the  invader  at   first ;  after    him."       She    went    to    the    front    door. 

but  it  was  a  losing  fight,  and  she    had    finally     "  John-z/r— o h,  Johnny!"  she  called  doxVn 

given  it  up  in  despair.     The  dust  was  pervad-  the  hillside. 

ing,  omnipresent,  over  everything.      It  was  in  "Yes  'm,"  came  back  a  faint  answer. 

the  water,  in  the  beds,  in  the  food.      It  soaked  "Come  here  right  away,"  she  called  again; 

clothing  through  and  through.      They  lived  in  and  in  a  moment  a  little  figure  toddled  up  the 

it,  slept  in  it,  ate  it,  drank  it.     Small  wonder  steps.      It  was  a  boy  of  si.\— Tommy's  younger 

that,  as  the  years  passed,  Mrs.  Remington's  face  brother.     All  the  others— brothers  and  sisters 

lost   whatever   of  youth   and   freshness   it  had  alike  — lay  buried   in   a  row  back  of   the   little 

ever  had,  and  that  her  voice  grew  harsh  and  church.      They  had  found  the  battle  of  life  too 

her  temper  most  uncertain.  hard,  amid   such   surroundings,  and   had   been 

"  Now    hurry    up,   Tommy,"   she    repeated,  soon  defeated. 

"Wash   your   hands   an'    face,  an'  then    fetch  "  Where  you  been?  "  she  asked,  as  he  panted 

some  water  from  th'  spring.      There  ain't  a  drop  up,  breathless. 

in  th'  bucket."  "  Me   an'  Freddy    Roberts   found  a  snake," 

"All  right,  ma,"  answered  the  boy,  cheer-  he  began,  "  down  there  under  some  stones.     He 

fully.      And  he  soon  had  his  face  and   hands  tried  t'  git  away,  but  w-e  got  him.      I  'm  awful 

covered  with  lather.     It  was  no  slight  task  to  hungry,"  he  added,  as  an  afterthought, 

cleanse  the  dust  from  the  skin,  for  it  seemed  to  But  his  mother  was  not  listening  to  him.     She 

creep  into  every  crevice  and  to  cling  there  with  had  caught  the  sound  of  apiiroaching  footsteps 

such   tenacious   grip   that  it  became  almost  a  down  the  path. 

part  of  the  skin  itself.      But  at  last  the  task  was  "  Take  him  in  an'  wash  his  hands  an'  face, 

accomplished,  as  well  as  soap  and  water  could  Tommy,"  she   said    grimly.      "  Look    at    them 

accomphsh  it,  and  he  picked  uj)  the  Inicket  and  clothes  1      I  hear  your  pa  comin',  so  hurry  up." 

started  for  the  spring,  Johnny  submitted  gracefully  to  a  scrubbing 

The  air  was  fresh  and  sweet,  and  he  breathed  with  soap*  and  water  administered  by  his  bro- 

it    in    with   a   relish    somewhat   unusual   as   he  ther's   vigorous  arm,  and    emerged   an   almost 

climbed   the  steep  path  up  the  mountain-side,  cherubic  child  so  far  as  hantls  and   face  were 

He  placed  the  bucket  under  the  little  stream  of  concerned,  but   no  amount   of   brushing  could 

pure,  limpid  water  that  gushed  from  beneath  a  render    his    clothes    presentable.      His    father 

great  ledge   of  rock,  summer  and   winter,  fed  came  in  in  a  moment,  a  little,   dried-up  man, 

from    some    e.xhaustless    reservoir    within    the  whose  spirit  had  been  crusheil   and  broken  by 
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a  lifetime  of  labor  in  the  mines— as  what  man's 
would  not?  He  grunted  in  reply  to  his  wife's 
shrill  greeting,  laid  a  piece  of  bacon  on  the 
table,  and  calmly  proceeded  with  his  ablutions, 
(juile  oblivious  of  the  storm  that  circled  alxnit 
his  head.  Supper  was  soon  on  the  table,  a 
lamp,  whose  lighting  had  been  deferred  to  the 
last  moment  for  the  .sake  of  economy,  was  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  board,  and  Mrs.  Remington, 
finding  that  her  remarks  upon  his  delay  met 
with  no  respon.se,  sat  down  behind  the  steaming 
coffee-pot  to  show  that  she  would  wait  no  longer. 

Hard  labor  and  mountain  air  are  rare  appe- 
tizers, and  for  a  time  they  ate  in  silence.  At 
last  Johnny,  having  taken  the  edge  off  his 
hunger,  began  to  relate  the  story  of  his  thrilling 
encounter  with  the  snake,  and  even  his  mother 
was  betrayed  into  a  smile  as  she  looked  at  his 
dancing  eyes.  Tommy,  who  had  been  vainly 
striving  to  muster  up  courage  to  broach  the 
subject  nearest  his  heart,  saw  his  father's  face 
soften,  and  judged  it  was  a  good  time  to  begin. 

"  Pa,"  he  remarked,  "  there  's  a  circus  comin', 
ain't  they?" 

"  Yes,"  said  his  father;  "I  see  some  bills 
down  at  the  mine." 

"  When  's  it  comin'?  " 

"  I  don't  know.  You  kin  ask  somebody. 
Want  t'  go?  " 

Mrs.  Remington  snorted  to  show  her  disap- 
proval of  the  proposed  extravagance. 

"  No,  it  ain't  that,"  answered  Tommy,  in  a 
choked  voice.  "  I  don't  keer  a  cent  about  th' 
circus.     Pa,  I  want  t'  go  t'  school." 

Mr.  Remington  sat  suddenly  upright,  as 
though  something  had  stung  him  on  the  back, 
and  rubbed  his  head  in  a  bewildered  way.  His 
brother  stared  at  Tommy,  awe-struck. 

"  Go  t'  .school?"  repeated  his  father,  at  la.st, 
when  he  had  conquered  his  amazement  suffi- 
ciently to  speak.      "  What  on  airth  fer?  " 

"  T'  learn  how  t'  read,"  said  Tommy,  gather- 
ing courage  from  his  father's  dismay.  "Pa,  I 
want  t'  know  how  t'  read  an'  write.  Why,  I 
can't  even  read  th'  show-bill." 

"  Well,"  .said  his  father,  "neither  kin  I." 

Tommy  stopped  a  moment  to  consider  his 
words,  for  he  felt  he  was  on  delicate  ground. 
In  all  his  fourteen  years  of  life,  he  had  never 
been  so  desperate  as  at  this  moment. 


But  his  mother  came  unexpectedly  to  his 
re.scue. 

"Well,  an'  if  iv'//  can't  read,  Silas,"  she  said 
sharply,  "  is  thet  any  reason  th'  boy  should  n't 
git  a  chance?  Maybe  he  won't  hev  t'  work  in 
th'  mines  ef  he  gits  a  little  book-l'arnin'.  Hea- 
ven knows,  it  's  a  hard  life." 

"Yes,  it  's  a  hard  life,"  assented  the  miner, 
absently.  "  It  's  a  hard  life.  Nobody  knows 
thet  better  'n  me." 

Tommy  looked  at  his  mother,  his  eyes  wet 
with  gratitude. 

"  I  stopped  at  th'  school-house  t'  git  th' 
teacher  t'  read  th'  bill  t'  me,"  he  said,  "an'  she 
told  me  thet  anybody  kin  learn  t'  read — thet 't 
ain't  hard  at  all.  It  's  a  free  school,  an'  it 
won't  cost  nothin'  but  fer  my  books.  I  've  got 
purty  near  three  dollars  in  my  bank.  Thet  ort 
t'  pay  fer  'em." 

"But  who  '11  help  me  at  th'  mine?"  asked 
his  father.  "  I  've  got  t'  hev  a  helper,  an'  I 
can't  pay  one  out  of  th'  starvation  wages  th' 
company  gives  us.     What  '11  I  do?  " 

"  I  tell  you,  pa,"  said  Tommy,  eagerly.  "  I 
kin  help  you  in  th'  afternoons,  an'  all  th'  time 
in  th'  summer  when  they  ain't  no  school.  I  '11 
jest  go  in  th'  mornin's,  an'  you  kin  keep  on 
blastin'  till  I  git  there  t'  help  y'  load.  I  know 
th'  boss  wont  keer.     Kin  I  go?  " 

His  face  was  rosy  with  anticipation.  His 
father  looked  at  him  doubtfully  a  moment. 

"  Of  course  you  kin  go,"  broke  in  his  mother, 
sharply.  "  You  've  said  yourself,  Silas,  many 
a  time,"  she  added  to  her  husband,  "  thet  th' 
minin'  business  's  gittin'  worse. an'  worse,  an' 
thet  a  man  can't  make  a  livin'  at  it  any  more. 
Th'  boy  ort  t'  hev  a  chance." 

Tommy  shot  a  grateful  glance  at  his  mother, 
and  then  looked  back  at  his  father.  He  knew 
that  from  him  must  come  the  final  word. 

"  You  kin  try  it,"  said  his  father,  at  last.  "  I 
reckon  you  '11  soon  git  tired  of  it,  anyway." 

But  Tommy  was  out  of  his  chair  before  he 
could  say  more,  and  threw  his  arms  about  his 
neck. 

"I  'm  so  glad!"  he  cried.  "You  '11  see 
how  I  '11  work  in  th'  afternoons.  We  '11  git 
out  more  coal  'n  ever!" 

"  Well,  well,"  protested  Silas,  awkwardly  re- 
turning his  caress,  "we  '11  see.     I  don't  know 
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but  what  your  ma  's  right.     \'uu  've   been   a 
good  boy,  Tommy,  an'  deserve  a  chance." 

And  mother  and  father  ahke  looked  after 
the  boy  with  unaccustomed  tenderness  as  he 
ran  out  of  the  house  antl  up  the  mountain-side 
to  think  it  all  oxer.  I'p  tiiere,  witli  only  tlu- 
stars  to  see,  I'ommy  flung  him.self  on  the  grountl 
and  sobbed  alouil  in  sheer  gUulness  of  heart, 

CHAl'rKR    III. 
THIi    1).\WMN(;    OF    A    NKW    DAY. 

When  Bessie  Andrews  came  within  .sight  of 
the  door  of  the  little  school-house  ne.xt  morn- 
ing, she  was  surprised  to  see  a  boy  sitting  on 
the  step  ;  but  as  she  drew  nearer,  she  discovered 
it  was  her  visitor  of  the  evening  before.  He 
arose  when  he  saw  her  coming  and  took  off  his 
cap.  Cap  and  clothes  alike  showed  evidence 
of  work  in  the  mines,  but  face  and  hands  had 
been  polished  until  they  shone  again.  Her 
heart  leaped  as  she  recognized  him,  for  she  had 
hardly  dared  to  hope  that  her  talk  with  him 
woukl  bear  such  immediate  and  splendid  fruit. 
Perhaps  this  was  only  the  beginning,  she 
thought,  and  she  hurried  forward  toward  him, 
her  face  alight  with  pleasure. 

"  Good  morning,"  she  said,  holding  out  her 
hand.     "  Your  father  said  yes  ?    I  'm  so  glad!  " 

He  placed  his  hand  in  hers  awkwardly.  She 
could  feel  how  rough  and  hard  it  was  with 
labor — not  a  child's  hand  at  all. 

"Yes  'm,"  he  answered  shyly.  "  Pa  said  I 
might  try  it." 

"  Come  in  "  ;  and  she  unlocked  the  door  and 
opened  it.  "  Sit  down  there  a  minute  till  I 
take  off  my  things." 

He  sat  down  obediently  and  watched  her  as 
she  removed  her  hat  and  gloves.  Tlie  clear 
morning  light  revealed  to  him  how  different  she 
was  from  the  women  he  had  known — a  differ- 
ence which,  had  it  been  visible  the  evening 
before,  might  have  kept  him  from  her.  His 
eyes  dwelt  upon  the  fresh  outline  of  her  face, 
the  softness  of  her  hair  and  its  graceful  wavi- 
ness,  the  daintiness  of  her  gown,  which  alone 
would  have  proclaimed  her  not  of  the  coal- 
fields, and  he  realized  in  a  vague  way  how  far 
she  was  removed  from  the  people  among  whom 
he  had  alwavs  lived. 


"  Now  first  about  the  stuilies,"  she  said,  sit- 
ting down  near  him.  "  Of  course  we  shall  have 
to  begin  at  the  \  cry  i)eginning,  and  for  a  time 
you  will  be  in  a  class  of  children  much  younger 
than  yourself.  Hut  you  must  n't  mind  that. 
\'ou  won't  ha\e  to  stay  there  long,  for  I  know 
you  are  going  to  learn,  and  learn  rapidly." 

She  noticed  that  he  was  fumbling  in  his 
pocket  and  seemed  hesitating  at  what  to  say. 

"  What  is  it?  "  .she  asked. 

"  I  '11  need  some  books,  I  guess,"  he  stam- 
mered. "  Pa  's  been  givin'  me  a  (juarter  of  a 
dollar  every  week  fer  a  long  time  fer  helpin' 
him  at  th'  mine,  an'  I  've  got  about  three  d(;l- 
lars  saved  u])." 

With  a  tlnal  wrench,  he  produced  from  his 
pocket  a  little  toy  bank,  with  an  opening  in  the 
chimney  through  which  coins  could  be  dropped 
inside,  and  held  it  toward  her. 

"  Will  that  be  enough?  "  he  asked  anxiously. 

The  quick  tears  sprang  to  her  eyes  as  she 
pressed  the  bank  back  into  his  hands. 

"  No,  no,"  she  protested.  "  You  won't  need 
any  books  at  all  at  first,  for  I  will  write  your 
lessons  on  the  blackboard  yonder.  After  that, 
I  have  plenty  of  books  here  that  you  can  use. 
Keep  the  money,  and  we  '11  find  a  better  way 
to  spend  it." 

He  looked  at  her  doubtfully. 

"A  better  way?"  he  repeated,  as  though  it 
seemed  impossible  there  could  be  a  better  way. 

"  Yes.  You  '11  see.  You  '11  want  something 
besides  mere  school-books  before  long.  Put 
your  bank  in  your  pocket,"  she  added.  "  Here 
come  the  other  children." 

He  put  it  back  reluctantly,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  had  made  the  acquaintance  of  the 
dozen  children  which  were  all  that  Miss  An- 
drews had  been  able  to  bring  together.  Most 
of  them  belonged  to  the  more  important  families 
of  the  neighborhood.  Tommy,  of  course,  had 
never  before  associated  with  them,  and  he  felt 
strangely  awkward  and  embarrassed  in  their 
presence.  He  reflected  inwardly,  however,  that 
he  could  undoubtedly  whij)  the  biggest  boy  in 
the  crowd  in  fair  fight ;  but  all  the  reassurance 
that  came  from  his  physical  strength  was  pres- 
ently taken  out  of  him  when  he  heard  some  of 
them,  much  younger  than  himself,  reading  with 
more  or  less  crlibn^'ss  from  their  books. 
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He  hiinsc'lt  had  his  lir.si  iiissle  witli  llie  alpliu-     And  it  is  safe  to  say  that  no  general  ever  felt  a 
bet,  and  l)ef()re  the  hour  ended  had  mastered     {,Teater  joy  in  his  conquests, 
some    dozen    letters.      He    rejoiced    when    he  It  is  not  an  easy  thing  for  a  boy  totally  un- 

learned  that    there   were  only   twenty-six,  but     accustomed  to  study  to  undertake  a  task  like 

this,  and  more 
than  once  he 
found  his  atten- 
tion wandering 
from  the  board 
before  him,  where 
the  various  letters 
were  set  down. 
He  wondered 
how  his  father 
was  getting  along 
at  the  mine  with- 
out him  ;  he 
caught  himself 
gazing  through 
the  window  at  the 
cows  on  the  hill- 
side opposite ;  he 
had  an  impulse  to 
nm  to  the  door 
and  watch  the 
New  York  ex- 
press whirl  by. 
The  hum  of  the 
children  about 
him,  reciting  to 
the  teacher  or 
conning  their  les- 
sons at  their 
desks,  set  his 
head  to  nodding ; 
but  he  sat  erect 
again  heroically, 
rubbed  his  eyes, 
and  went  baik 
to  his  task.  The 
teacher  was 

his  heart  fell  again  when  he  found  that  each  of  watching  him,  and  smiled  to  herself  with  plea- 
them  had  two  forms,  a  written  and  a  printed  sure  at  this  sign  of  his  earnestness. 
form,  and  that  there  were  two  varieties  of  each  I  tlunk  the  greatest  lesson  he  learned  that 
form,  capitals  and  small  letters.  Between  morning— the  lesson,  indeed,  which  it  is  the 
these  he  was,  as  yet,  unable  to  trace  any  re-  end  of  all  education  to  teach  — was  the  value 
.semblance  or  connection  ;  I)ut  he  kept  manfully  of  concentration,  of  keeping  his  mind  on  the 
at  work,  attacking  each  lu  w  letter  much  as  a  work  in  hand.  The  power  he  had  not  yet  ac- 
great  general  attacks  each  division  of  the  cjuired,  of  course,  — very  few  people,  and  they 
enemy's  army,  until  he  has  overcome  them  all.     only  great  ones,  ever  do  acquire  it  completely, 
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— yet  he  made  a  long  stride  forward,  and  when 
at  last  noon  came  and  school  was  dismissctl,  he 
started  homeward  with  the  feeling  that  he  had 
won  a  victory. 

That  afternoon,  as  he  worked  beside  his 
father  in  the  mine,  loading  the  loosened  coal 
into  the  little  cars,  and  pushing  them  down  the 
chamber  to  be  hauled  away,  he  kept  repeating 
the  letters  to  himself,  and  from  time  to  time  he 
took  from  his  pocket  the  soiled  circus  jjoster, 
and  holding  it  up  before  his  flickering  lamp, 
picked  out  upon  it  the  letters  that  he  knew,  to 
make  certain  he  had  not  forgotten  them.  His 
father  watched  him  curiously,  but  made  no 
comment,  being  somewhat  out  of  humor  from 
having  to  work  alone  all  the  morning.  Yet  this 
passed  in  time,  for  Tommy  labored  with  such 
purpose  and  good  will  that  when  the  whistle 
blew  their  output  was  very  nearly  as  large  as 
it  ever  was. 

After  supper  that  evening.  Tommy  hurried 
forth  to  the  hillside,  and  flinging  himself  face 
downward  on  the  ground,  spread  out  the  bill 
before  him  and  went  over  and  over  it  again  so 
long  as  the  light  enabled  him  to  distinguish  one 
letter  from  another,  until  he  was  quite  certain 
he  could  never  forget  them. 

At  the  end  of  a  very  few  days  he  knew  his 
alphabet,  but,  to  his  dismay,  he  found  this  was 
only  the  first  and  very  easiest  step  toward 
learning  to  read.  Those  twenty-six  letters  were 
capable  of  an  infinite  number  of  combinations, 
and  each  combination  meant  a  different  thing. 
It  was  with  a  real  exultation  he  conquered  the 
easiest  forms, —  "cat"  and  "dog"  and  "ax" 
and  "boy," — and  after  that  his  progress  was 
more  rapid. 

It  is  always  the  first  steps  which  are  the  most 
difficult,  and  as  the  weeks  passed  he  was  regu- 
larly promoted  from  one  class  to  another.  The 
great  secret  of  his  success  lay  in  the  fact  that 
he  did  not  put  his  lessons  from  him  and  forget 
all  about  them  the  moment  the  school  door 
closed  behind  him,  but  kept  at  least  one  of  his 
books  with  him  always.  His  mother  even 
went  to  the  unprecedented  extravagance  of 
keeping  a  lamp  burning  in  the  evening  that  he 
might  study  by  it,  and  hour  after  hour  sat  there 
with  him,  sewing  or  knitting,  and  glancing 
proudly  from  time  to  time  at  his  bowed  head. 
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They  were  the  only  ones  awake,  for  husband 
and  younger  child  always  went  to  bed  early, 
the  one  worn  out  by  the  day's  work,  the  other 
by  the  day's  play. 

To  Tommy  those  days  and  evenings  were 
each  crowded  with  wonders.  He  learned  not 
only  that  the  letters  may  be  combined  into 
words,  but  that  the  ten  figures  may  be  combined 
into  nuinI)L'rs.  'I'he  figures,  indeed,  admitted 
of  even  more  wonderful  combinations,  for  they 
could  be  adtled  and  subtracted  and  multiplied 
and  divided  one  by  another,  something  that 
could  not  be  done  with  letters  at  all,  which 
seemed  to  him  a  very  singular  thing. 

The  first  triumph  came  one  evening  when, 
after  questioning  his  father  as  to  how  much 
coal  he  had  mined  that  day  and  tlie  price  he 
was  paid  for  each  ton  of  it,  he  succeeded  in 
demonstrating  how  much  money  he  had  earned, 
reaching  exactly  the  same  result  that  his  father 
had  reached  by  means  of  some  intricate  method 
of  reckoning  understood  only  by  himself.  It 
was  no  small  triumph,  for  from  that  moment 
his  father  began  dimly  to  perceive  that  all  of 
this  book-learning  might  one  day  be  useful. 
And  so  when  winter  and  spring  had  passed, 
and  the  time  drew  near  for  dismissing  the  school 
for  the  summer.  Tommy  could  not  only  read 
fairly  well  and  write  a  little,  but  could  do  simple 
sums  in  addition  and  subtraction,  and  knew  his 
multiplication-table  as  high  as  seven.  Small 
wonder  his  mother  looked  at  him  proudly,  and 
that  even  his  father  was  a  little  in  awe  of 
him! 

It  was  about  a  week  before  the  end  of  the 
term  that  Miss  Andrews  called  him  to  her. 

"  You  remember.  Tommy,"  she  asked,  "  that 
I  told  you  we  would  use  your  money  for  some- 
thing better  than  buying  mere  school-books?" 

"  Yes,  ma'am,"  he  said  ;    "  I  remember." 

"  Well,  bring  me  one  dollar  of  it,  and  I  will 
show  you  what  I  meant  when  I  told  you 
that." 

So  the  next  day  he  placed  the  money  in  her 
hands,  and  a  few  days  later  she  called  him  again. 

"  I  have  something  for  you,"  she  said,  and 
picked  up  a  package  that  was  lying  on  her 
desk.     "  Unwrap  it." 

He  took  off  the  paper  with  trembling  fingers, 
and  found  there  were  four  books  within. 
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"  They  are  yours,"  she  said.  "  They  were 
bought  with  your  money,  and  you  are  to  read 
them  this  summer.  This  one  is  '  Ivanhoe,'  and 
was  written  by  a  very  famous  man  named  Sir 
Waher  Scott ;  this  is  '  David  Copperfield,'  and 
was  written  by  C'harles  Dickens ;  this  is  '  Henry 
Esmond,'  and  was  written  by  Wilham  Make- 
peace Thackeray ;  and  this  last  one  is  '  Lorna 
Doone,'  by  Richard  Doddridge  Blackmore. 
They  are  among  the  greatest  stories  that  have 
ever  been  written  in  the  Knghsh  language,  and 
I  want  you  to  read  them  over  and  over.  You 
may  not  understand  quite  all  of  them  at  first, 
but  I  think  you  will  after  a  time.  If  there  is 
anything  you  find  you  cannot  understand,  go 
to  Mr.  Bayliss  at  the  church,  and  ask  him  about 
it.  He  has  told  me  that  he  will  be  glad  to 
help  you." 

Tommy  tied  up  his  treasures  again,  too  over- 
come by  their  munificence  to  speak,  and  when 
he  started  for  home  that  noon,  he  was  holding 
them  close  against  his  breast. 

Miss  Andrews  looked  after  him  as  he  went, 
and  wondered,  for  the  hundredth  time,  if  the 
books  she  had  given  him  had  been  the  wisest 
selection.  His  first  youth  was  past,  she  rea- 
soned, and  he  must  make  the  most  of  what  re- 
mained. So  she  had  decided  upon  these  four 
masterpieces.  She  sighed  as  she  turned  away 
from  the  door,  perhaps  with  envy  at  thought  of 
the  rare  delights  which  lay  before  him  in  the 
wonderful  countries  he  was  about  to  enter. 

Chapter  IV. 

TOMMY    ROAMS    IN    AN    ENCHANTED    LAND. 

And  what  delights  they  were,  when  once  he 
found  time  to  taste  of  them!  He  was  kept 
busy  at  his  studies  until  school  closed,  as  it  did 
one  Friday  in  early  June,  and  that  afternoon 
he  said  good-by  to  his  teacher  and  saw  her 
whisked  away  eastward  to  the  home  she  loved. 
He  went  from  the  station  to  the  mine  with 
heavy  heart,  and  labored  there  with  his  father 
until  evening  came.  He  did  not  open  his 
books  that  night,  for  he  was  just  beginning  to 
realize  all  that  his  teacher  had  been  to  him  and 
how  he  had  come  to  rely  upon  her  for  encour- 
agement and  help.  All  day  Saturday  he  worked 
in    the    mine    with    his    father.      But    Sunday 


dawned  clear  and  bright,  and  as  soon  as  he 
had  eaten  his  breakfast,  he  climbed  high  up  on 
the  hillside  to  his  favorite  nook,  with  only 
"  Lorna  Doone  "  for  company.  There,  in  a 
grassy  spot,  he  lay  down  and  opened  the  l)ook 
before  him. 

He  read  it  stumblingly  and  haltingly ;  as  his 
teacher  had  foreseen,  many  of  the  words  were 
quite  beyond  him  ;  but  it  was  written  in  English 
so  pure,  so  clear,  so  simple,  that  little  of  im- 
portance escaped  him.  And  what  a  world  of 
enchantment  it  opened  to  him !  — the  wide  moor- 
lands of  Exmoor,  the  narrow  Doone  valley,  the 
water-slide,  the  great  London  road.  And  what 
people,  too! — the  lawless  Doones,  Captain, 
Counselor,  Carver,  who,  for  all  their  villainy, 
had  something  attractive  about  them ;  Lorna, 
and  great  John  Ridd.  Of  course  he  did  not 
catch  the  full  beauty  of  the  book,  but  of  its 
magic  he  caught  some  glimpses,  and  it  bore 
him  quite  away  from  the  eventless  valley  of 
New  River  to  that  other  valley  where  the 
Doones  reigned  in  all  their  insolence  and 
pride,  and  kept  Lorna  prisoner  to  be  a  bride 
to  Carver. 

Hunger  warned  him  of  the  dinner-hour,  but 
he  begrudged  the  time  it  took  to  go  down  to 
the  house,  swallow  his  food,  and  get  back  again 
to  his  place  on  the  hillside.  The  afternoon 
passed  almost  before  he  knew  it,  and  the 
lengthening  shadows  warned  him  that  evening 
was  at  hand.  Still  he  read  on,  glancing  up 
only  now  and  then  to  mark  how  the  light  was 
fading,  and  when  it  failed  altogether  it  left 
John  just  in  the  midst  of  his  adventures  in  Lon- 
don. Tommy  lay  for  a  long  time  looking  down 
the  valley  and  thinking  over  what  he  had  read, 
and  at  last,  with  a  sigh,  picked  up  the  book  and 
started  homeward. 

What  need  to  detail  further?  All  summer 
long  he  walked  in  a  land  of  enchantment, 
whether  with  John  Ridd  on  Exmoor,  with 
David  Copperfield  in  London,  with  Richard 
Lion-heart  in  Sherwood  Forest,  or  with  Henry 
Esmond  at  Castlewood. 

As  he  went  onward  he  grew  stronger  in  his 
reading,  and  so  found  the  way  less  difficult,  and 
at  last  acquired  such  proficiency  that  he  would 
read  portions  of  his  books  aloud  to  his  won- 
dering parents  and  to  Johnny. 
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Mr.  Bayliss  found  them  sitting  so  one  Sun- 
day afternoon,  and  paused  at  the  porch  to  h's- 
ten.  Tommy  read  that  hxst  desjjerate  struggle 
between  John  Ridd  and  Carver  Doone. 

For  an  instant  there  was  silence.  Then,  with 
a  sigh,  Tommy's  father  relaxed  his  attitude  of 
strained  attention  and  droppeil  hack  in  his 
chair.  "  Jee-rusalem!  "  he  said  at  last.  "  Ter 
think  of  it!      Th'  bog  swallered  him  up." 

Tommy  smileil  to  himself,  in  his  superior 
knowledge. 

"  That  ain't  all,"  he  said.  "  There  's  another 
chapter." 

"  Another^chapter!  "  cried  his  father.  "  Go 
on,  Tommy." 

And  as  Tommy  turned  to  the  book  again, 
Mr.  Bayliss  stole  away  down  the  path,  con- 
vinced that  this  was  not  the  time  to  make  his 
presence  known.  On  his  homeward  way  he 
pondered  deeply  the  scene  he  had  just  wit- 
nessed. Its  significance  moved  him  strongly, 
for  he  saw  a  ray  of  hope  ahead  for  the  success 
of  his  ministry  among  this  people.  Five  years 
before,  when  he  was  a  senior  at  the  Princeton 
Theological  Seminary,  he  had  chanced  upon  an 
open  letter  in  a  mission  magazine  which  stated 
that  for  miles  and  miles  along  this  valley  there 
was  not  a  single  minister  nor  church,  and  so 
soon  as  he  had  been  ordained  he  had  jour- 
neyed to  Wentworth.  At  first  he  had  held  ser- 
vices in  an  old  cabin,  but  finally  secured  money 
enough  to  build  a  small  church. 

But  in  matters  of  religion,  as  in  matters  of 
education,  he  had  found  the  people  strangely 
apathetic.  They  came  to  him  to  be  married, 
and  sent  for  him  sometimes  in  sickness ;  it  was 
he  who  committed  their  bodies  to  the  grave : 
but,  marriages  and  deaths  aside,  he  had  small 
part  in  their  lives.  He  saw  that  some  degree 
of  education  must  come  before  there  could  be 
deep  and  genuine  spiritual  awakening.  He  had 
realized  the  truth  of  this  more  than  once  in  his 
ministry,  but  most  deeply  shortly  after  his  ar- 
rival, when  he  had  undertaken  to  distribute 
some  Bibles  among  the  squalid  cabins  on  the 
hillside. 

"  We-uns  don't  need  no  Bible,"  said  the 
woman  in  the  first  house  he  entered. 

"Don't  need  one?"  he  echoed.  "Why? 
Have  you  one  in  the  house  already?  " 


"  No,  we  ain't  got  none.  What  could  we- 
uns  do  with  one?  " 

"  Do  with  it?     Read  it,  of  course." 

"  15ut  we  can't  read,"  said  the  woman,  sul- 
lenly. "They  ain't  no  chance  t'  learn.  It  *s 
work,  work,  from  sun-up  t'  dark.  Tliet  's 
one  reason  we-uns  don't  come  down  t'  them 
meetin's  o'  yourn,"  she  went  on.  "  By  th' 
time  Sunday  comes,  we  're  too  tired  t'  care 
fer  anything  but  rest.  And  then,"  she  added 
defiantly,  "most  of  us  has  got  so  we  don't 
care,  noway." 

And  now  at  last  he  saw  a  glimmering  of  light. 
It  was  only  a  miner's  boy  reading  to  his  parents 
— a  little  thing,  perhaps,  yet  even  little  things 
sometimes  lead  to  great  ones.  And  the  minis- 
ter determined  to  do  all  he  could  for  that  boy, 
that  lie  might  serve  as  a  guide  to  others. 

He  found  he  could  do  much.  He  helped 
the  boy  over  difficult  places  in  his  books,  gave 
him  a  dictionary  that  he  might  find  out  for  him- 
self the  meaning  of  the  words,  and  taught  him 
how  to  use  it.  Gradually,  as  he  grew  to  know 
him  better,  the  project,  which  had  at  first  been 
very  vague,  began  to  take  shape  in  his  mind. 

It  was  quite  a  different  Tommy  from  the  one 
she  had  known  that  Miss  Andrews  found  wait- 
ing for  her  when  she  returned  in  September  to 
open  her  school  again.  His  eyes  had  a  new 
light  in  them.  It  was  as  if  a  wide,  dreary  land- 
scape had  been  suddenly  touched  and  glorified 
by  the  sun.  So  on  his  face  now  glowed  the 
sunlight  of  intelligence  and  understanding — a 
light  which  deep  acquaintance  with  the  books 
Tommy  had  been  reading  will  bring  to  any  face. 
She  had  a  talk  with  him  the  very  first  day. 

"  And  you  liked  the  books?  "  she  asked. 

His  sparkling  eyes  gave  answer. 

"  Which  hero  did  you  like  the  best?  " 

"  Oh,  John  Ridd,"  he  cried.  "  John  Ridd 
best.     He  was  so  big,  so  strong,  so  brave,  so  —  " 

He  paused,  at  loss  for  a  word. 

"So  steadfast,"  she  said,  helping  him,  "so 
honest,  so  good,  so  true.  Yes,  I  think  I 
like  him  best  too — better  than  David  or  Ivan- 
hoe  or  Henry  Esmond.  And  now.  Tommy," 
she  continued,  more  seriously,  "  I  want  you  to 
do  something  for  me — something  I  am  sure  you 
can  do,  and  which  will  help  me  very  much." 
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"  Oh,  if  I  could!  "  he  cried,  with  bright  face. 

"  I  am  sure  you  can.  How  many  cliildren 
are  in  your  row  of  houses?  " 

He  stopped  for  a  moment  to  compute  them. 

"  About  twenty-five,"  he  said  at  last. 

"  And  how  many  t)f  them  come  to  school?  " 

"  None  of  them  but  me." 

"Don't  you  think  they  ought  to  come? 
Are  n't  you  glad  that  you  came?" 

"Oh,  yes!"  cried  Tommy. 

"  Well,  I  have  tried  to  get  them  to  come, 
and  failed,"  she  said.  "  Perhaps  I  did  n't 
know  the  right  way  to  approach  them.  Now 
I  want  you  to  try.  I  believe  you  will  know 
better  how  to  reach  them  than  I  did.  You 
may  fail,  too,  but  at  any  rate  you  can  try." 

"  I  7f'/7/  try,"  he  said,  and  that  evening  he 
vi.sited  all  the  cabins  in  the  row,  one  after  an- 
other. What  arts  he  used  was  never  known — 
what  subtleties  of  flattery  and  promise.  He 
met  with  much  discouragement ;  for  instance, 
he  could  get  none  of  the  men  to  consent  to 
send  to  school  any  of  the  boys  who  were  old 
enough  to  help  them  in  the  mines  ;  but  when  he 
started  to  school  next  morning,  six  small  chil- 
dren accompanied  him,  and  among  them  his 
brother  Johnny.  And  what  a  welcome  the 
teacher  gave  him !  She  seemed  unable  to  speak 
for  a  moment,  and  her  eyes  gleamed  queerly, 
but  when  she  did  speak,  it  was  with  words  that 
sent  a  curious  warmth  to  his  heart. 

That  half-dozen  children  was  only  the  first 
instalment  to  come  from  the  cabins.  Tommy, 
prizing  his  teacher's  gratitude  above  everything 
else,  kept  resolutely  at  work,  and  soon  the 
benches  at  the  school-room  began  to  assume 
quite  a  different  appearance  from  that  they 
had  had  at  the  opening  of  school ;  and  one  day 
when  Jabez  Smith  came  down  to  look  the 
school  over,  he  declared  that  it  would  soon  be 
necessary  to  put  in  some  new  forms. 

"  And  you  were  gittin'  discouraged,"  he  said, 
half  jestingly,  to  Miss  Andrews.  "  Did  n't  I 
tell  you  t'  stick  to  it  an'  you  'd  win?  " 

"  Oh,  but  it  was  n't  I  who  won! "  she  cried. 
And  in  a  few  words  .she  tfild  him  the  story  of 
Tommy's  work. 

"Which  is  th'  boy?"  he  asked  quickly, 
when  the  story  was  finished,  and  she  pointed 
out  Tommy  where  he  sat  bending  over  his  book. 


Mr.  Smith  looked  at  him  for  some  moments 
without  speaking. 

"There  must  be  somethin'  in  th'  boy,  Miss 
Ikssie,"  he  said  at  last.  "  We  must  do  some- 
thin'  fer  him.  When  you  're  ready,  let  me 
know.  Maybe  I  kin  help."  And  he  went  out 
hastily,  before  she  could  answer  him. 

But  the  words  sang  through  her  brain.  "  Do 
something  for  him" — of  course  they  must  do 
something  for  him;  but  what?  The  question 
did  not  long  remain  unanswered. 

It  was  when  she  met  Mr.  Bayliss  one  Sunday 
in  a  walk  along  the  river,  and  related  to  him  the 
success  of  Tommy's  efforts,  that  he  broached 
the  project  he  had  been  developing. 

"  The  boy  must  have  a  chance,"  he  said.  "  I 
believe  he  could  do  a  great  work  among  tliese 
people — greater,  surely,  than  I  have  been  able 
to  do.  See  how  he  has  helped  you.  Now  he 
must  help  me." 

"  But  how?  "  she  asked.  And  old  Jabez 
Smith's  promise  again  recurred  to  her. 

"  I  have  n't  thought  it  out  fully,  but  in  out- 
line it  is  something  like  this.  We  will  teach 
him  here  all  that  we  can  teach.  Then  we  '11 
send  him  to  the  preparatory  school  at  Law- 
renceville  for  the  final  touches.  Then  he  will 
enter  Princeton,  and — if  his  bent  lies  as  I  be- 
lieve it  does — the  seminary.  Think  what  he 
could  do,  coming  back  here  equipped  as  such 
a  course  would  equip  him,  and  having,  too,  a 
perfect  understanding  of  the  peculiar  people  he 
is  to  work  among!  Why,  I  tell  you,  it  would 
almost  work  a  miracle  from  one  end  of  this 
valley  to  the  other." 

His  companion  caught  the  glow  of  his  enthu- 
siasm. "It  would,"  she  cried;  "it  would. 
But  can  he  take  such  a  polish?  Is  he  strong 
enough  ?     Is  it  not  too  late?  " 

"  I  believe  he  is  strong  enough.  I  believe  it 
is  not  too  late.  The  only  trouble,"  he  added 
reflectively,  "  will  be  about  the  cost." 

"  The  cost?  " 

"Yes.  There  will  be  no  question  of  that 
after  he  gets  to  Princeton,  for  I  can  easily  get 
him  a  scholarship,  and  there  are  many  ways  in 
which  a  student  can  earn  money  enough  to  pay 
his  other  expenses.  But  at  Lawrenceville  it  is 
different." 

Miss  Andrews  looked  up  with  dancing  eyes. 
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"About  what  will  the  expense  at  Lawrcncc- 
ville  be?  "  she  asked. 

He  paused  a  moment  to  consider. 

"  Say  three  hundred  dollars  a  year.  I  think 
I  can  arrange  for  it  not  to  cost  nK^c  than  tliai, 
if  I  can  get  him  one  of  the  Foundation  Scholar- 
ships, as  I  am  certain  I  can." 

"  And  the  course?  " 

"  Is  four  years — but  we  may  be  able  to  cut 
it  down  to  three.     Let  us  count  on  three." 

"  Nine  hundred  dollars,"  she  said,  half  to 
herself.  Then  of  a  sudden  :  "  Mr.  Bayli.ss,  I 
believe  I  can  provide  the  money." 

"You!"  he  cried  in  astonishment. 

"  Oh.  not  I  myself,"  she  laughed.  "  One  of 
my  friends.      I  will  talk  it  over  with  him." 

He  looked  at  her,  still  more  astonished. 

"Talk  it  over?"  he  repeated.  "Do  you 
mean  to  say  that  we  have  a  philanthropist  in 
our  town?  " 

She  nodded. 

"  But  I  shall  not  tell  you  his  name,"  she  said, 
her  eyes  alight.  "  Not  just  yet,  at  any  rate. 
Let  us  get  on  to  other  particulars.  I  see  an- 
other rock  ahead  in  the  person  of  his  father. 
Do  you  think  he  will  consent?  " 

"  I  had  thought  of  that,"  answered  the  min- 
ister, slowly.  "That  will  be  another  great 
difficulty.  But  I  believe  he  will  consent  if  we 
go  about  it  carefully.  He  is  beginning  to  take 
a  certain  pride  in  the  boy — so  is  the  mother — 
and  I  shall  appeal  to  that.      It  is  worth  trying." 

"Yes,  it  is  worth  trying,"  she  repeated,  "  and 
we  will  try." 

Tommy,  who  lay  in  his  favorite  spot  high  up 
on  the  mountain,  reading  for  the  tenth  time  of 
John  Ridd's  fight  for  Lorna,  saw  them  walking 
together  along  the  river  path.  He  watched 
them  pacing  slowly  back  and  forth,  deep  in 
converse,  but  he  had  no  thought  that  they  were 
planning  his  life  for  him. 

Chapter  V. 

JABEZ    SMITH    MAKES    A    BU.SINESS 
PROPOSITION. 

Whex  one  is  fired  with  an  idea,  the  wisest 
thing  is  to  work  it  out  immediately,  and  Miss 
Andrews  lost  no  time  in  carrying  through  her 
part  of  the  bargain.     She  knew  Jabcz  Smith's 


hal)its  from  a  year's  observation,  and  that  even- 
ing, after  supper,  she  hunted  him  out  where  he 
sat  on  the  back  porch  of  the  house,  reflectively 
smoking  his  pipe.  His  jjrcference  for  the  back 
porch  over  the  front  ])oich  was  one  of  his 
peculiarities.  From  the  front  porch  one  could 
see  the  whole  sweep  of  the  valley,  with  its  ever- 
changing  beauties  of  light  and  shade.  From 
the  back  one  nothing  was  visible  but  the  im- 
minent hillside  mounting  steeply  upward. 

To  be  sure,  if  one  leaned  forward  in  his 
chair,  a  glimpse  might  be  had  of  the  mouth  of 
a  coal-mine  high  up  on  the  hillside,  and  his  sis- 
ter said  that  it  was  to  look  at  this  that  Jabez 
sat  on  the  back  porch.  It  .seemed  likely 
enough,  for  it  was  from  that  drift  that  he  had 
drawn  enough  money  to  make  his  remaining 
life  comfortable.  Jabez  Smith  had  come  into 
these  mountains  while  they  were  yet  a  wilder- 
ness, uiiknown,  or  almost  so,  to  white  men, 
save  where  the  highroads  crossed  them.  What 
circumstance  had  driven  him  from  his  home 
near  Philadelphia  was  never  known,  but  cer- 
tain it  was  that  he  had  plunged  alone  into  the 
mountains,  and  battled  through  them  until  he 
had  reached  the  New  River  valley.  Caprice, 
or  perhaps  the  beauty  of  the  place,  moved  him 
to  make  his  home  here.  He  bought  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  for  half  as  many  dollars, 
built  himself  a  rude  log  cal)in,  and  settled  down, 
apparently  to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in 
solitude. 

Then  came  the  discovery  of  the  great  beds 
of  coal,  and  the  building  of  the  railroad  through 
this  very  valley.  His  two  hundred  acres 
jumped  in  value  to  a  thousand  times  what  he 
had  paid  for  them,  and  when  the  Great  East- 
ern Coal  Company  was  organized  to  develop 
the  mines,  he  sold  to  them  all  of  the  land 
except  a  few  acres  which  he  reserved  for  his 
home.  There  he  had  ])uilt  a  comfortable 
house,  and  had  sent  for  his  widowed  sister  to 
come  and  live  with  him.  He  gradually  grew 
to  be  something  of  a  power  in  the  place,  and 
had  been  postmaster  ever  since  an  office  had 
been  established  there.  It  was  he  who  had 
secured  money  for  the  erection  of  the  school- 
house,  and  he  had  been  the  only  local  con- 
tributor to  Mr.  Bayliss's  church.  Still,  he  was 
a  peculiar  man,  and   bore   the  reputation   of 
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being  harsh,  though  many  said  that  his  harshness 
was  only  in  manner.  Men  wondered  why,  with 
all  his  wealth,  he  should  be  content  to  spend 
his  life  in  this  out-of-the-way  place.  But  he 
seemed  to  pay  no  heed  to  all  these  comments. 
He  formed  habits  of  peculiar  regularity,  and 
one  of  these  was,  as  has  been  already  said,  to 
sit  on  the  back  porch  after  sui)per  and  smoke 
an  evening  pipe. 

It  was  there  he  was  that  Sunday  evening, 
and  he  turned  as  he  heard  steps  on  the  porch 
behind  him. 

"  Ah,  Miss  Bessie,  good  evenin',"  he  said 
cordially.  "  Won't  y'  take  a  cheer?  "  And  he 
waved  his  hand  toward  a  little  low  rocker  that 
stood  in  one  corner.  "  I  hope  y'  don't  object 
t'  terbaccer,"  he  added,  as  she  brought  the  chair 
forward  and  sat  down. 

"  Do  you  suppose  I  should  have  come  here 
to  disturb  you  if  I  did  ?  "  she  retorted  laugh- 
ingly. "  I  want  you  to  keep  on  smoking.  I 
know  a  man  is  always  more  inclined  to  grant  a 
favor  when  he  's  smoking." 

He  glanced  at  her  quickly,  with  just  a  trace 
of  suspicion  in  his  eyes,  and  moved  uneasily  in 
his  chair. 

"  What  's  th'  favor?  "  he  asked. 

"  You  remember  I  was  telling  you  the  other 
day  about  Tommy  Remington,"  she  began, 
"  and  you  said  something  must  be  done  for  the 
boy,  and  that  you  wished  to  help." 

"  'T  was  n't  exactly  thet,"  he  corrected, 
smiling  in  spite  of  himself,  "  but  thet  '11  do." 

"  Well,  we  have  a  plan,"  she  continued  —  "  a 
good  plan,  I  believe  "  ;  and  she  told  him  of  her 
talk  with  Mr.  Bayliss. 

He  sat  silent  for  a  long  time  after  she  had  fin- 
ished, smoking  slowly  and  looking  at  the  hillside. 

"  I  dunno,"  he  said  at  last.  "  I  dunno.  It  's 
a  resky  thing  t'  send  a  boy  out  thet  way.  But 
maybe  it  '11  turn  out  all  right.  As  I  understan', 
it  '11  take  nine  hunderd  dollars  t'  put  it  through." 

"  Nine  hundred,"  she  nodded. 

He  took  a  long  whiff  and  watched  the  smoke 
as  it  circled  slowly  upward. 

"  Nine  hunderd,"  he  repeated.  "  Thet 's  a  lot 
o'  money— a  good  bit  o'  money.  I  'm  afeard 
I  ain't  got  thet  much  t'  give  away.  Miss  Bessie. 
I  don' believe  in  givin'  people  money,  anyways." 

He  glanced  at  her  and  saw  how  her  face 


changed.     Her  voice    was    trembling  a    little 
when  she  spoke. 

"Very  well,  Mr.  Smith,"  she  said.  "Of 
course  it  is  a  lot  of  money.  I  had  no  right  to 
ask  you."  And  she  rose  to  go.  "  I  '11  tell  Mr. 
Bayliss  and  we  will  find  some  other  plan." 

"Set  down,"  he  interrupted,  almost  roughly. 
"  Set  down,  an'  wait  till  I  git  through." 

She  sat  down  again,  looking  at  him  with 
astonishment  not  unmixed  with  fear. 

"  Now,"  he  continued,  "  I  sed  I  did  n't  hev 
thet  much  money  t'  give  away,  but  thet  ain't 
sayin'  I  ain't  got  it  t'  loan.  Now  I  'm  a  bus'- 
ness  man.  I  don'  believe  in  fosterin'  porpers. 
If  this  yere  Tommy  o'  yourn  shows  he  's  got 
th'  stuff  in  him  t'  make  a  scholar,  an'  you  git 
his  father  t'  consent  t'  his  goin'  away,  I  '11  tell 
you  what  I  '11  do,  jest  as  a  bus'ness  proposition. 
I  '11  loan  him  three  hunderd  dollars  at  five  per 
cent.,  t'  be  paid  back  when  he  earns  it.  Thet  '11 
pay  fer  one  year,  an'  I  reckon  I  kin  make  th' 
same  proposition  when  th'  second  an'  third 
years  come  round.  Ef  't  takes  four  years,  why, 
all  right." 

He  stopped  to  get  his  pipe  going  again,  and 
his  hearer  started  from  her  chair  with  glistening 
eyes. 

"  Oh,  Mr.  Smith,"  she  began,  but  he  waved 
her  back. 

"Set  down,  can't  you?"  he  cried,  more 
fiercely  than  ever;  and  she  sank  back  again, 
beginning  at  last  to  understand  something  of 
this  man.  "  I  ain't  through  yet.  When  you 
git  ready  fer  th'  money,  you  come  t'  me  an' 
I  '11  make  out  th'  note.  You  kin  take  it  t'  him 
and  let  him  sign  it.  But  I  don'  want  no  polly- 
foxin'  round  me.  I  won't  stand  it.  You  tell 
th'  boy  t'  keep  away  from  me,  an'  don't  let 
anybody  else  know,  er  I  won't  loan  him  a  cent." 

She  sat  looking  at  him,  her  lips  trembling. 

"  Now  you  mind,"  he  repeated  severely, 
shaking  his  pipe  at  her,  but  not  daring  to  meet 
her  eyes.  "  I  won't  have  no  foolin'.  Promise 
you  '11  keep  this  t'  yourself." 

She  was  laughing  now,  her  eyes  bright  with 
unshed  tears. 

"  I   promise,"     she   cried.       "  But    oh,   Mr. 
Smith,  you  can't  prevent  my  thinking,  though  ^ 
you  may  prevent  my  talking.     Do  you  want  to 
know  what  I  think  of  what  you  've  done?  " 
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He  shook  a  threatening  finger,  but  she  was     money  ;  many  had  none  at  all ;  still  more  were 
bending  over  him  and   looking  down  into  his    already  in  debt  at  the  company  store.      Fur- 


eyes. 

"  No,  you  can't  frighten  me.  I  'm  not  in 
the  least  afraid  of  you,  for  I  think  you  're  a 
dear,  dear,  dtar  :  " 

He  half  started  from  his  chair,  but  she  turned 
and  fled  into  the  house,  casting  one  sparkling 
glance  over  her  shoulder  as  she  went.  He 
sank  back  into  his  seat  with  a  face  quite  the 
reverse  of  angry,  and  started  up  his  pipe  again, 
and  as  he  gazed  out  again  at  the  hillside  he  was 
tasting  one  of  the  great  sweetnesses  of  life. 

That  evening,  at  the  close  of  the  service  in 
the  little  church,  Miss  Andrews  waited  for  the 
minister,  to  tell  him  her  good  news. 

"And  who  is  this  Good  Samaritan?"  he 
asked,  when  she  had  finished.  "  It  may  be 
business,  as  he  says,  but  it  's  rather  queer  busi- 
ness, it  seems  to  me,  to  lend  a  boy  nine  hun- 
dred dollars,  with  no  security  but  his  own,  and 
with  an  indefinite  time  in  which  to  repay  it. 
What  could  have  persuaded  him  to  do  it?" 

"Well,"  she  said  thoughtfully,  "he  saw  the 
boy." 

"  And  the  boy  had  you  to  plead  his  cause," 
he  added,  smiling  at  her.  "  Come,  I  'II  not  a.sk 
you  again  who  this  mysterious  benefactor  is. 
Perhaps  I  suspect.  I  think  I  've  had  some 
dealings  with  him  myself." 

"  I  knew  it!"  she  cried,  clapping  her  hands 
in  her  excitement.  "  I  knew  this  was  not  the 
first  time,  the  moment  he  began  to  talk  harshly 
to  me.     Oh,  you  should  have  heard  him !  " 

"  I  have  heard  him,"  he  laughed. 

"Tell  me." 

Here  is  the  story — with  a  few  details  about 
himself  which  the  minister  omitted. 

Three  years  before,  there  had  been  a  strike 
in  the  mines  of  the  Great  Eastern  Coal  Com- 
pany. What  caused  it  is  no  matter  now — but 
one  morning  when  the  whistle  blew  not  a 
single  man  answered  it,  and  the  mines  were 
shut  down. 

For  a  time  things  went  much  as  usual  in 
New  River  valley.  The  miners  sat  in  front  of 
their  houses  smoking,  or  gathered  in  little  groups 
here  and  there  to  talk  over  the  situation.  But 
by  degrees  the  appearance  of  contentment  dis- 
appeared.     None  of  the  men   had  saved  much 


ther  credit  was  refused,  and  it  was  whispered 
about  that  the  company  meant  to  starve  them 
into  subjection.  The  faces  of  the  men  began 
to  show  an  ominous  scowl ;  the  groups  became 
larger  and  the  talk  took  on  a  menacing  tone. 
The  reporters  telegraphed  that  there  would 
soon  be  trouble  in  the  New  River  valley. 

During  all  this  time  Mr.  Bayliss  had  worked 
unceasingly  to  bring  the  strike  to  an  end.  He 
had  labored  with  the  officials  of  the  company, 
and  with  the  men.  Both  sides  were  obdurate. 
The  men  threatened  violence ;  the  company 
responded  that  in  the  event  of  violence  it 
would  call  in  the  law  to  protect  its  property, 
and  that  the  muskets  of  the  troops  would  be 
loaded  with  ball.  In  the  meantime,  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  miners  had  no  food,  and 
things  were  growing  desperate. 

Just  when  matters  were  at  their  worst,  a 
strange  thing  happened.  One  of  the  miners 
one  morning  found  a  sack  of  flour  on  his  door- 
step ;  another  found  a  side  of  bacon  ;  a  third, 
a  basket  of  potatoes;  a  fourth,  a  measure  of 
meal.  Whence  the  gifts  came  no  one  knew ; 
and  no  one  tried  to  probe  the  mystery,  for  it 
was  whispered  about  that  it  was  bad  luck  to  try 
to  discover  the  giver,  since  he  evidently  wished 
to  remain  unknown.  Word  of  all  this  came,  of 
course,  to  Mr.  Bayliss,  and  he  wondered  like 
the  rest. 

He  was  called,  one  night,  to  a  cabin  on  the 
mountain-side,   where  a   miner's   wife    lay  ill. 

It  was  not  till  long  past  midnight  that  she 
dropped  asleep,  and  after  cheering  up  the  hus- 
band and  children  as  well  as  lay  in  his  power, 
he  left  the  cabin  and  started  homeward.  As  he 
paused  for  a  moment  to  look  along  the  valley, 
and  wonder  anew  at  its  beauty,  he  heard  foot- 
steps mounting  the  path  toward  him,  and  glan- 
cing down,  he  saw  a  man  approaching,  appa- 
rently carrying  a  heavy  load.  He  stood  where 
he  was  and  watched  the  stranger  as  he  turned 
up  a  path  which  led  to  a  cabin,  and  the  watcher 
saw  him  place  a  bundle  on  the  door-step.  The 
minister  understood.  It  was  the  man  who  had 
been  saving  the  miners'  families  from  starvation. 

"  My  friend—"  he  said  gently. 

The  stranger  started  as  though  detected  in 
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some  crime,  dropped  the  sacks  he  was  carrying, 
and  sprang  upon  the  minister. 

"  Now,  what  d'  y'  mean?  "  he  cried  hoarsely, 
clutching  the  minister  fiercely  by  the  shoulders. 
"  Spyin',  was  y'?  " 

"  No,  I  was  not  spying,  Mr.  Smith,"  he  said. 
"  I  came  this  way  ipiite  by  accident.  But  I 
am  thankful  for  the  accident  tluit  has  made  you 
known  to  me." 

Jabez  Smith  dropped  his  hands. 

"The  preacher!"  he  muttered,  and  looked 
at  him  shamefacedly.  "  Promise  me  you  '11 
fergit  about  this,  Mr.  Bayliss." 

"  How  can  I  promise  what  I  can  never  do?  " 
asked  the  other,  with  a  smile. 

"  At  least,"  said  Jabez,  imploringly,  "  promise 
me  you  '11  tell  nobody,  sir.  If  y'  do  tell,"  he 
added  fiercely,  "  it  '11  stop  right  here."  And  he 
turned  to  pick  up  his  bundles. 

"  Let  me  help  you,"  said  the  minister,  quickly. 
"  That  is  too  heavy  a  load  for  one  man,  how- 
ever light  his  heart  may  be."  And  he  stooped 
and  picked  up  two  of  the  sacks. 

The  other  grumbled  a  little,  but  saw  it  was 
of  no  use  to  protest,  and  they  toiled  up  the  hill 
together.  At  last  every  one  of  the  bundles 
had  been  left  behind,  and  they  turned  home- 
ward. 

"  Mr.  Smith,"  began  the  minister,  softly,  "  I 
can't  tell  you  how  my  heart  has  been  moved 
to-night." 

"Stop!"  cried  the  other.  "Stop!  I  won't 
have  it." 

"At  least  I  may  help  you  as  I  have  to-night," 
the  minister  pleaded.      "  Let  me  do  that." 

It  was  only  after  much  persuasion  that  Jabez 
consented  even  to  this.  But  consent  he  did, 
finally,  and  every  night  after  that  they  went 
forth  together  on  their  errand  of  mercy,  until  at 
last  miners  and  mine-owners  reached  a  com- 
promise and  the  strike  ended.  Since  then, 
other  cases  of  great  need  had  been  helped  in 
the  same  way — only  worthy  cases,  though, 
and  in  no  instance  had  !ie  helped  the  lazy 
or  wilfully  idle.  A  man  who  would  not  work, 
Jabez  declared  sternly,  deserved  to  starve. 

When  Miss  Andrews  that  evening  ran  up  the 
steps  which  led  to  the  door  of  the  Smith  home- 
stead, her  lips  still  quivering  from  the  story  she 
had  heard,  she  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  owner. 


It  was  only  a  glimpse,  for  when  he  saw  her 
coming  he  dived  hastily  indoors. 

Ch.apter  VI. 

GOOI)-HV    TO    NEW    RIVKR    VALLEY. 

So  the  task  of  building  uj)  Tommy's  educa- 
tion began  in  earnest.  They  did  not  tell  him 
the  whole  plan,  but  only  so  much  of  it  as  would 
serve  to  give  him  ambition  to  get  on,  without 
appalling  him  at  the  work  which  lay  before 
him.  It  was  not  an  easy  thing  to  compress 
into  one  year  the  studies  which  ordinarily  must 
have  taken  four  or  five,  but  the  boy  developed 
a  great  willingness  and  capacity  for  work,  and 
if  there  were  times  when  his  teachers  despaired, 
there  were  others  when  the  way  seemed  bright 
before  them.  I  think  they  both  took  pleasure 
in  watching  his  growth  and  development  from 
week  to  week,  —  almost,  indeed,  from  day  to 
day,  —  in  noting  the  birth  of  new  thoughts  and 
the  power  of  grasping  new  ideas.  To  cultured 
minds  there  is  no  occupation  more  delightful, 
so  the  devoted  labor  of  this  man  and  woman 
was  not  wholly  without  reward.  But  at  last 
such  progress  had  been  made  that  Mr.  Rem- 
ington's consent  must  be  obtained  before  they 
could  venture  on  further  steps. 

Mr.  Bayliss  went  about  the  task  one  Sunday 
afternoon,  as  the  only  time  he  could  find  the 
boy's  father  at  home  and  not  wholly  worn  out 
with  fatigue.  He  approached  the  cabin  with 
great  inward  misgiving,  but  with  determination 
to  win  if  it  were  possible  to  do  so.  He  found 
the  family,  as  he  had  found  it  once  before, 
listening  to  Tommy's  reading,  only  this  time 
the  reader  proceeded  with  much  greater  flu- 
ency. He  stopped  as  Mr.  Bayliss  knocked, 
and  welcoming  him  warmly,  placed  a  chair  for 
him.  The  minister  greeted  the  other  members 
of  the  family,  and  plunged  at  once  into  his  busi- 
ness, before  his  courage  should  fail  him. 

"  You  enjoy  your  son's  reading  a  great  deal, 
do  you  not?  "  he  asked. 

"  Ya-as,"  assented  the  miner,  slowly.  "  It  's 
a  great  thing.  I  hed  no  idee  there  was  such 
books  in  th'  world." 

"  There  are  thousands  of  them."  And  the 
minister  smiled.  "  Not  all,  perhaps,  quite  so 
good  and  worthy  as  the  ones  you  have  been 
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reading,  hut  many  of  more  dirt-ci  value.  'riRie 
are  books  that  tell  about  the  sciences— about 
the  stars  ami  the  earth  ami  the  flowers,  ami 
about  animals  ami  man.  There  are  l)()oks  that 
tell  about  the  different  countries  of  the  earth, 
written  by  men  who  have  traveled  through  all 
these  countries.  There  are  others  that  tell  the 
history  of  the  earth  and  of  all  the  peoples  that 
have  ever  lived  on  it,  so  far  as  it  is  known. 
There  are  hundretls  which  tell  of  the  lives  of 
great  men  —  of  kings  and  emi)erors  and  great 
generals  and  statesmen,  yes,  and  of  the  men 
who  have  written  the  great  books.  Many  of 
these  are  written  in  the  English  language,  but 
there  are  many,  too,  in  Latin  anil  Cireek,  and 
French,  and  Italian,  and  German,  and  Spanish 
which  are  no  less  valuable." 

The  miner  and  his  wife  sat  staring  with 
starting  eyes  at  the  speaker. 

"But — but  nobody  ever  read  'em  all!" 
gasped  the  latter. 

"  Certainly  no  one  man  ever  read  them  all." 
And  the  minister  smiled  again.  "  But  any  man 
mav  read  and  understand  a  great  part  of  the 
best  of  them.  Tommy  might,  if  he  had  the 
chance." 

Tommy  .sat  suddenly  boll  upright  in  his  chair, 
and  the  blood  flew  to  his  face. 

"  Th'  chance?  "  repeated  his  mother,  slowly. 
"  What  d'  you  mean  by  th'  chance,  Mr.  Bay- 
liss?" 

"  I  mean  that  after  he  had  learned  all  that 
Miss  Andrews  and  I  could  teach  him,  he  would 
have  to  go  away  for  a  time  to  study — to  Prince- 
ton, say,  where  I  went,  where  there  are  men 
who  devote  their  whole  lives  to  teaching." 

Mr.  Remington  stirred  impatiently  in  his  chair. 

"What  fer?"  he  demanded.  "  S'pose  he 
could  read  all  th'  books  in  th'  world,  what 
good  'd  it  do  him?  " 

The  minister  perceived  that  there  was  only 
one  argument  w'hich  would  be  understood — the 
utilitarian  one,  the  one  of  dollars  and  cents,  of 
earning  a  living. 

"  When  a  man  has  learned  certain  things," 
he  explained,  "  he  can  teach  them  to  others. 
A  man  who  can  teach  things  well  can  always 
command  a  good  position.  It  would  rescue 
your  son  from  the  mines,  and,  I  believe,  would 
make  him  better  and  happier." 

Vol..  XXIX.— 5. 


The  miner  ^at  for  a  moment,  turning  this 
over  in  his  mind. 

"  Maybe  't  would,  an'  then  ag'in  maybe 
't  would  n't,"  he  said  at  last.  "Anyway,"  he 
added,  with  an  air  of  finality,  "  it  ain't  t'  be 
thought  of.  How  kin  I  [)ay  fer  him  t'  go  away 
t'  school?  It  must  cost  a  heap  o'  money. 
Why,  1  can't  hardly  keep  my  fambly  in  bread 
an'  meat  an'  clothes." 

It  was  the  objection  the  minister  had  been 
waiting  for,  and  he  seized  upon  it  eagerly. 

"  We  '11  provide  for  all  that,  Mr.  Remington," 
he  said.  "  It  sha'n't  cost  you  a  cent.  Of 
course  I  know  the  struggle  you  have  to  get 
along — that  every  miner  has.  But  every  big 
college  has  hundreds  of  scholarships  for  deserv- 
ing young  men,  and  there  are  many  ways  in 
which  the  students  can  make  money  enough  to 
pay  all  their  e.xpenses." 

He  glanced  at  Tommy,  and  saw  that  his  lips 
were  trembling.  Mrs.  Remington  was  ner- 
vously clasping  and  unclasping  her  hands. 
Even  her  husband  was  more  moved  than  he 
cared  to  show. 

"I  'm  not  going  to  press  you  for  a  decision 
now,"  added  the  minister.  "  It  's  too  grave  a 
question  to  decide  hastily.  Yet,  if  you  con- 
sider your  son's  welfare,  I  don't  see  how  you 
can  decide  against  him.  Send  him  to  me  to- 
morrow with  your  decision.  It  will  be  a  great 
thing  for  him  if  he  can  go,"  he  concluded,  and 
took  his  leave. 

I'here  was  silence  for  a  few  minutes  in  the 
little  room.  Mrs.  Remington  continued  knit- 
ting her  fingers  together,  while  her  husband 
stared  moodily  through  the  window  at  the 
visitor's  retreating  form.  Tommy  sat  glued  to 
his  chair,  hopeful  and  despairing  by  turns,  not 
daring  to  speak.  No  such  momentous  crisis 
had  ever  before  appeared  in  his  life. 

"  Well,  Silas,"  said  his  mother,  at  last,  "  it  's 
like  th'  preacher  says.  It 's  a  great  chance  fer 
th'  boy.  He  would  n't  be  a-takin'  all  this  trou- 
ble ef  he  did  n't  think  th'  boy  was  worth  it." 

The  miner  turned  slowly  away  from  the  win- 
dow and  glanced  at  her  and  then  at  their  son. 

"  Would  y'  like  t'  go.  Tommy?  "  he  asked. 

There  was  a  tone  in  his  voice  which  told 
that  the  battle  was  already  won.  The  boy 
recognized  its  meaning  in  an  instant. 
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"Oh,  father!"  he  cried,  and  his  arms  were 
about  his  neck. 

"  All  right,  Tommy,"  he  said,  in  a  voice  not 
very  steady.  "  I  'm  not  th'  man  t'  stand  in  my 
boy's  light.  Maybe  ef  I  'd  hed  a  chance  like 
this  when  I  was  a  boy,  I  could  'a'  give  you 
a  show  myself.     But  I  can't." 

'i'he  mother  hastily  brushed  away  a  tear  thai 
was  trickling  tlown  her  wrinkled  cheek. 

"  Come  here.  Tommy,"  she  said,  and  when 
she  had  him  in  her  arms,  "  Your  jia  ain't  hed 
much  chance,  thet  's  so,"  she  said,  "  but  he  's 
done  th'  best  he  could,  an'  he  's  been  a  good 
man  t'  me.  Don't  y'  fergit  thet,  an'  don't  y' 
ever  be  ashamed  o'  your  pa." 

"  You  hush,  mother,"  her  husband  protested  ; 
but  there  was  a  tenderness  in  his  voice  which 
made  the  command  almost  a  caress.  After  all, 
not  even  the  slavery  of  the  mines  can  kill  love 
in  the  heart,  so  it  be  pure  and  honest,  and  that 
little  mountain  cabin  was  a  shrine  that  after- 
noon. 

Bright  and  early  the  next  morning.  Tommy, 
with  shining  face,  took  the  good  news  to  the 
minister,  and  together  they  rejoiced  at  it,  as  did 
Miss  Andrews  when  she  heard.  Then  work 
began  with  new  earnestness.  Both  of  them 
recognized  the  fact  that  no  education  could  be 
sound  which  was  not  firmly  grounded  on  the 
rudiments,  the  "  three  R's  ",  so  they  confined 
themselves  to  these  foundation-stones,  and 
builded  them  as  strongly  as  they  could.  There 
was  no  more  question  of  working  in  the  mine  in 
the  afternoon.  His  father  labored  there  with- 
out a  helper,  doing  two  men's  work,  blasting 
down  the  coal  and  then  loading  it  on  the  cars  ; 
but  there  was  another  light  with  him  besides 
the  smoking  oil  one  that  flickered  in  his  cap — 
a  light  which  came  from  the  heart  and  made 
the  wearing  labor  almost  easy. 

It  was  not  proposed  to  send  Tommy  to 
the  preparatory  school  until  mid-September,  so 
there  were  ten  months  remaining  for  work  at 
home.  And  it  was  astonishing  what  progress 
they  made.  He  had  grown  through  his  early 
boyh'-od,  his  mind  like  a  great  blank  sheet  of 
paper,  ready  to  show  and  to  retain  the  slight- 
est touch.  The  beginning  had  been  good, — 
there  had  been  no  false  start,  no  waste  of 
energy,  no  storing  the  precious  chamber  of  the 


mind  with  useless  lumber,  and  the  progress 
was  still  better.  Long  and  anxiously  did  his 
two  teachers  consult  together  over  the  best 
methods  to  pursue  in  this  unusual  case,  and  his 
progress  proved  the  w-isdom  of  their  decisions. 

So  the  months  passed.  Spring  came,  and 
summer,  and  at  last  it  was  time  for  Miss  An- 
drews to  close  her  school  and  return  to  her 
home.  But  Tommy's  studies  were  arranged  for 
the  summer,  and  she  would  be  back  again  be- 
fore he  left  for  the  East.  He  and  the  minister 
waved  her  good-by  from  the  platform  of  the 
little  yellow  frame  station,  and  turned  back  to 
their  work.  Those  summer  months  were  the 
hardest  of  them  all,  for  his  tutor  w^as  deter- 
mined that  the  boy  should  make  a  good  show- 
ing at  the  school,  and  so  kept  him  close  at 
work,  watching  carefully,  how^ever,  to  see  he 
was  not  driven  beyond  his  capacity  and  the 
edge  taken  from  his  eagerness  for  knowledge. 
But,  despite  the  long  hours  of  study,  Tommy 
kept  health  and  strength  and  freshness.  All  his 
life  he  had  used  his  body  only ;  now  he  was 
using  his  brain,  with  all  the  unspent  energy  of 
those  boyish  years  stored  up  in  it.  And  when 
his  other  teacher  came  back  to  her  school  she 
was  astonished  at  his  progress. 

Mr.  Bayliss  had  good  news  for  her,  too,  of 
another  sort. 

"  I  have  secured  him  a  scholarship,"  he  said. 
"  So  three  hundred  dollars  a  year  will  see  him 
through." 

"  That  is  fine!  "  she  cried.  "  I  will  see  about 
the  money  at  once." 

It  was  the  evening  after  her  return  from 
Richmond  that  she  sought  out  Jabez  Smith  in 
his  accustomed  seat  on  the  back  porch.  He 
glanced  at  her  wonderingly  as  she  resolutely 
brought  the  low  rocker  forward,  planted  it  near 
his  chair,  and  sat  down. 

"  Nice  evenin',  ain't  it?  "  he  observed,  puffing 
his  pipe  uneasily,  for  he  had  developed  a  great 
shyness  of  her. 

"  Yes,  it  is  a  nice  evening,"  she  assented, 
laughing  to  herself,  for  she  felt  that  she  knew 
this  man  through  and  through.  "  I  've  come 
to  make  my  report,  Mr.  Smith." 

"  Report?  "  he  repeated. 

"  Yes,  about  Tommy  Remington.  He  's 
been  working  hard  for  almost  a  year,  and  has 


190I.] 


TOMMY     REMINGTONS    I5ATTLE. 


35 


made  wonderful  progress.  \c)u  wanted  us  to 
find  out  if  he  liad  the  making  of  a  scholar  in 
him.  Well,  he  has.  He  is  fine  enough  to  take 
almost  any  polish." 

Jabez  grunted  anil  looked  out  at  tlie  hillside. 
"  His  father  has  consented,  too,"  she  con- 
tinued resolutely,  "  and  Mr.  Hayliss  has  secured 
him  a  scholarship,  so  you  see  we  've  performed 
our  part  of  the  bargain." 

"  An'  now  y'  want  me  t'  do  mine,"  he  said. 
"  Well,  Jal)ez  Smith  never  went  back  on  a 
barg'in,  an'  he  ain't  a-goin'  t'  break  his  record." 

He  took  a  great  wallet  from  an  inside  j)ocket 
and  slowly  counted  out  a  pile  of  bills. 

"  I  was  ready  fer  y',"  he  said,  and  handed 
her  the  money.  "  I  guessed  you  'd  be  a-comin' 
after  me  afore  long.  There  's  three  hunderd 
dollars.  An'  here  's  th'  note ;  now  don't  y' 
fergit  this  is  bus'ness — not  a  bit  o'  sentiment 
about  it.      You  git  him  t'  sign  it." 

She  took  the  money  and  the  paper  with 
trembling  hands. 

"  Well,  ain't  thet  all?  "  he  asked,  seeing  that 
she  still  lingered. 

"  Xo,  it  is  not  all,"  she  cried  impulsively. 
"  I  want  to  tell  you  something  of  the  great 
good  you  're  doing — of  how  I  feel  about  it." 

"  Xot  a  word,"  he  said  sternly.  "  It  's  bus'- 
ness, I  tell  y'." 

"Business!"  she  echoed.  "I  suppose  all 
the  rest  was  business,  too — the  food  for  the 
miners'  families  when  they  were  starving,  the  —  " 

"Stop!"  he  interrupted  fiercely.  "  D'  y' 
want  ter  spile  my  smoke?  " 

"  I  see  through  you!"  she  cried.  "  I  know 
you!  Be  just  as  cross  as  you  like  ;  I  can  see 
the  soft,  warm  heart  beating  under  it  all." 

She  gave  Tommy  the  note  next  morning  and 
asked  him  to  sign  it,  telling  him,  too,  of  Jabez 
Smith's  kindness,  and  that  he  must  make  no 
effort  at  present  to  show  his  gratitude — that 
could  come  later.  What  his  thoughts  were  she 
could  only  guess,  for  after  he  had  signed,  he 
sat  for  a  long  time  looking  straight  before  him 
with  eyes  that  .saw  nothing,  and  with  lips  held 
tight  together  to  keep  them  from  tremliling. 

Every  period  of  waiting  must  have  an  end, 
and  the  day  of  departure  came  at  last.  Word 
of  this  new  and  wonderful  venture  into  the  un- 
known world  had  got  about  among  the  cabins. 


and  (juite  a  crowd  gathered  at  the  station  to 
see  him  off.  Opinion  was  divided  as  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  enterprise.  Some  thought  it 
fooli.sli.  Others  regarded  it  with  a  kind  of  awe. 
lint  all  looked  with  interest  at  the  little  proces- 
sion whicii  pR-scntIv  ennTged  from  tin-  Kem- 
inglon  cabin  and  came  slowlv  clown  the  path. 

Tommy  they  hardly  knew.  Mis  father,  by 
working  overtime  and  practising  biting  econ- 
omy, had  saved  enough  money  to  buy  him  a 
new  suit  of  clothes,  a  new  hat,  and  a  new  pair 
of  shoes.  The  remainder  of  his  wardrobe,  pre- 
pared by  his  mother  with  loving  fingers,  dis- 
puted the  possession  of  a  small  square  trunk 
with  the  books  which  the  minister  had  given 
him  and  which  he  would  need  at  Lawrenceville. 
It  was  not  a  gay  procession.  To  father  and 
mother  alike,  this  journey  of  five  hundred  miles 
seemed  a  tempting  of  Providence,  and  Tommy 
himself  was  awed  at  the  trip  before  him.  So 
little  was  said  as  they  stood  on  the  platform 
and  waited  for  the  train. 

Miss  Andrews  and  the  minister  kept  up  a 
desultory  talk,  but  the  gloom  e.xtended  even  to 
them.  It  is  always  a  venturesome  thing  to  take 
a  boy  from  the  sphere  in  which  he  is  born  and 
the  environment  in  which  he  has  grown  up,  and 
attempt  to  launch  him  upon  some  other  plane 
of  life.  The  responsibility  of  those  who  try  to 
shape  the  lives  of  others  is  no  little  one,  nor  is 
it  to  be  undertaken  lightly. 

At  last,  away  down  the  track,  sounded  the 
whistle  of  the  approaching  train,  and  in  a  mo- 
ment it  whirled  into  sight.  Mrs.  Remington 
caught  her  boy  in  her  arms  and  ki.ssed  him. 

"  Good-by,  Tommy,"  she  said,  and  jiressed 
him  to  her.      "  Be  a  good  boy." 

All  pretense  of  composure  dropped  from 
Tommy,  and  he  turned  to  his  father  with 
streaming  eyes.     "  Good-by,  father,"  he  sobbed. 

His  father  hugged  him  close. 

"  Good-by,  son,"  he  said  with  trembling 
voice.  "  Y'  must  write  to  your  ma  an'  me. 
The  preacher  '11  read  us  th'  letters,  an'  we  '11 
like  t'  git  'em." 

"  I  will,  oh,  I  will,"  sobbed  Tommy. 

The  train  stopped  at  the  platfoni.  with 
shrieking  wheels. 

■'.Ml  aboard!"  shouted  the  conductor. 
"  HuiTv  up.  there." 
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Tommv  shook  hands  tremulously  with  Miss 
Andrews  and  the  minister.  He  caught  a 
glimpse  of  Jabez  Smith  coming  to  get  the  mail, 
and  started  toward  him  with  a  vague  intention 
of  thanking  him  ;  but  some  one  caught  Tommy 
by  the  arm  and  pushed  him  up  the  steps  and  into 
the  coach.  Through  the  window  he  caught 
one  more  glimpse  of  the  little  group  on  the 
platform,  and  then  the  train  whirled  him  away 
into  the  great  unknown. 

Chapiek  ^TI. 

A    r.LIMPSE    OF    A    NEW    WOULD. 

But  Tommy's  sorrow  did  not  endure  long. 
How  could  it  in  face  of  the  wonders  to  be  seen 
every  minute  through  the  window?  For  a 
time  the  old  familiar  mountains  closed  in  the 
view,  but  they  a.ssumed  strange  and  unaccus- 
tomed shapes  as  they  whirled  backward  past 
him,  with  the  foreground  all  blurred  and  the 
more  distant  peaks  turning  in  stately  line,  like 
mammoth  soldiers.  A  hand  on  his  shoulder 
brought  him  from  the  window. 

"  Let  's  have  your  ticket,  sonny,"  said  the 
conductor. 

Tommy  produced  it  from  the  inside  pocket 
of  his  coat.  The  conductor  took  it,  unfolded 
it,  and  then  glanced  in  surprise  from  it  to  the 
boyish  face. 

"  You  're  going  a  good  ways,  ain't  you?  "  he 
remarked  pleasantly.  "  You  '11  have  to  change 
cars  at  Washington.  We  get  there  at  three 
thirty-nine  this  afternoon.  I  '11  get  somebody 
there  to  look  out  after  you." 

"  Thank  you,  sir,"  answered  Tommy.  It  was 
good  to  find  that  friendly  and  helpful  people 
lived  out  in  the  big  w'orld. 

"  That  's  all  right,"  and  the  conductor 
punched  his  ticket  and  handed  it  back  to  him. 
"  You  have  n't  got  a  thing  to  do  now  but  to  sit 
here  and  look  out  the  window.  Got  anything 
to  eat?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  said  Tommy,  and  pointed  to  a 
box  which  his  mother  had  filled  for  him. 

"  All  right.  You  '11  find  drinking-water  up 
there  at  the  end  of  the  car.  Mind  you  don't 
try  to  leave  the  car  or  get  off  when  we  stop,  or 
you  '11  be  left."  And  with  this  final  warning, 
he  passed  on  to  his  other  duties. 
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But  Tommy  had  no  desire  whatever  to  move 
from  his  seat.  The  train  flew  on  past  miners' 
cabins  and  scattered  hamlets,  till  at  last  the 
mines  were  left  behind,  and  the  mountains 
began  to  fall  back  from  the  river  which  they 
had  crowded  so  closely.  The  great  white  inn 
at  Clifton  Forge,  with  its  stately  court  and 
playing  fountains,  gave  him  a  glimpse  of  fairy- 
land. Soon  he  was  looking  out  miles  and  miles 
across  a  wide  valley,  dotted  like  a  great  chess- 
board with  fields  of  corn  and  barley,  and  with 
the  white  farm-houses  here  and  there  peeping 
through  their  sheltering  groves  of  oaks  and 
chestnuts.  It  seemed  a  peaceful,  happy,  con- 
tented country,  and  Tommy's  eyes  dwelt  upon 
it  wistfully.  Wide,  level  fields  were  something 
new  to  his  experience,  and  he  longed  to  have  a 
good  run  across  them.  The  mountains  fell 
farther  and  farther  away,  until  at  last  not  one 
remained  to  mar  the  line  where  the  sky  stooped 
to  the  horizon. 

At  Charlottesville,  Tommy  caught  his  first 
glimpse  of  what  a  great  city  may  be.  Now, 
Charlottesville  is  not  by  any  means  a  great  city, 
but  the  crowds  which  thronged  the  long  plat- 
form and  eddied  away  into  the  streets  drew 
from  him  a  gasp  of  astonishment.  And  then 
the  houses,  built  one  against  another  in  long 
rows  that  seemed  to  have  no  end!  He  had 
not  thought  that  people  could  live  so  close 
together. 

The  train  hurried  on  over  historic  ground,  if 
Tommy  had  only  known  it,  —  Gordonsville,  Cul- 
peper,  Manassas, — where  thirty-five  years  be- 
fore every  house  and  fence  and  clump  of  trees 
had  been  contested  stubbornly  and  bloodily  by 
blue  and  gray.  Another  historic  place  they 
touched,  Alexandria,  where  the  church  George 
Washington  attended  and  the  very  pew  he  sat 
in  still  remain.  Then  along  the  bank  of  the 
Potomac, — whose  tw^o  miles  or  more  of  width 
made  the  boy  gasp  again, — across  a  long  bridge, 
and  in  a  moment  Tommy  found  himself  look- 
ing out  at  a  tall,  massive  shaft  of  stone  that 
resembled  nothing  so  much  as  a  gigantic  chim- 
ney, and  beyond  it  great  buildings,  and  still 
other  great  buildings,  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach. 

"Washington!"  yelled  the  brakeman,  slam- 
ming back  the  door.    "All  out  foh  '\\'ashington !  " 
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Tommy  grasped  his  box  convulsively,  — it  was  station  and  out  upon  the  long  stone  platforms, 
the  (Milv  part  of  his  baggage  that  had  been  left  It  seemed  to  liim  that  all  the  residents  of  Wash- 
to  his  care,  for  his  trunk  was  ahead  in  the  bag-  ington  must  be  either  leaving  the  trains  or 
ea'-^e-car — and  looked  anxiousK- around  for  his  (  rowdini;  into  them.  He  wondered  whv  so 
friend  the  conductor. 
That  blue-coated  official 
hail  not  forgotten  him, 
and  in  a  moment  'I'ommy 
saw  him  coming. 

"  Now  you  stay  right 
where  you  are,"  he  said, 
"till  I  get  all  the  other 
passengers  off,  anil  then 
I  '11  come  back  after 
you." 

"  All  right,  sir,"  an- 
swered Tommy,  breath- 
ing a  sigh  of  relief.  "I'll 
be  right  here,  sir." 

The  crowds  at  Char- 
lottesville were  nothing  to 
those  that  hurried  past 
him  now,  and  he  sat 
watching  them,  fascinat- 
ed, until  he  heard  the 
conductor  calling  from 
the  door. 

"  Step  lively,  sonny," 
he  called,  and  as  they 
jumped  down  together 
to  the  platform,  he  saw 
that  Tommy  was  carry- 
ing the  unopened  box  in 
which  his  dinner  was. 
"  Why,  look  here,"  he 
said,  "  did  n't  you  eat 
anything?  " 

Tommy  looked  down 
at  the  box,  and   hesitated   a   moment   in  the 
effort   at  recollection. 

"  I  don't  believe  I  did,"  he  said  at  last.  "  I 
forgot  about  it.      I  was  n't  hungry." 

"  I  '11  bet  it  's  the  first  time  you  ever  forgot 
your  dinner,"  chuckled  the  conductor.  "  Here, 
now,"  he  added,  as  they  entered  the  great  wait- 
ing-room, "  you  sit  down  in  this  seat  and  wait 
for  me.  I  have  to  go  and  make  my  report,  but 
it  won't  take  me  long." 

Tommy  sat  down  obediently,  and  watched 
the  crowds  surging  back  and  forth  through  the 


"often,   as   he   bent  over   his   books,    he   would  catch  the   tinkle   ok  a   banjo 
or  a  strain  of  college   song."     (see  page  43.) 

many  people  should  have  to  travel,  but  before 
he  could  make  any  progress  toward  solving  the 
tiuestion,  the  conductor  was  back  again,  bring- 
ing another  official  with  him. 

" 'i'his  is  the  boy,  Jim,"  he  said.      "By  the 
way,  what  's  your  name,  sonny?  " 
"  Tommv — Tommy  Remington." 
"  Well,  Tommy,  Jim  here  is  one  of  the  call- 
ers.      He  '11   have   to   take   the   four-fifty   for 
Trenton,  Jim.      Don't  let  him  miss  it." 
"  I  won't.      I  '11  look  out  for  him." 
"  All  right.      Good-by,  Tommy." 
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"  Good-by,  sir,"  and  'i'onimy  shook  the  hand 
which  the  good-natured  official  held  out  to  liiiii. 
"  And  thank  you  again,  sir." 

"  Vou  're  welcome." 

While  waiting  for  his  train,  Tommy  wandered 
about  near  the  station,  and  saw  something  of 
the  great  city. 

Jim  was  on  the  lookout  for  him,  and  led  him 
back  into  the  waiting-room. 

"  Well."  he  asked,  "  what  do  you  think  of 
Washington?  " 

Tommy  looked  up  at  him.Jiis  eyes  dark  with 
excitement. 

"  Oh,"  he  began,  "  oh!  "  and  sank  speechless 
into  a  seat. 

"  Kind  o'  knocked  you  out,  hey?  "  And  Jim 
laughed.  "  Well,  I  don't  wonder.  Here  's 
your  box.  Your  train  will  be  ready  pretty  soon. 
You  wait  here  till  I  come  for  you." 

For  the  first  time  Tommy  was  hungr)-,  and 
he  opened  his  box.  He  was  wrapping  up 
the  remains  of  the  lunch  when  Jim  called  him. 

"  Come  on.  Tommy;  here  's  your  train,"  he 
said,  and  Tommy  hurried  out  upon  the  plat- 
form, where  a  long  train  stood  ready  for  its  trip 
to  New  York.  He  entered  the  coach,  bade  Jim 
good-by,  and  sat  down  in  one  of  the  seats. 
It  was  all  new  and  strange ;  but  even  as  he 
looked,  a  great  weariness  crept  upon  him, — the 
weariness  which  follows  unaccustomed  excite- 
ment,— his  head  fell  back  against  the  seat,  and 
he  was  sound  asleep.  He  was  vaguely  con- 
scious of  the  conductor  getting  his  ticket  from 
him,  but  he  knew  no  more  until  he  felt  some 
one  roughly  shaking  him. 

"  Wake  up,  youngster,"  called  a  voice  in  his 
ear.  "  We  '11  be  at  Trenton  in  a  minute.  You 
have  to  get  off  there." 

Tommy  sat  up  and  rubbed  his  eyes.  The 
bright  lights  in  the  coach  dazzled  him,  but  he 
was  pulled  to  his  feet  and  led  toward  the  door. 

"  Wait  a  minute,  now,"  said  the  voice. 

Then  came  the  little  shock  that  told  that  the 
brakes  had  been  applied,  and  the  train  stopped. 

"  Now  mind  the  steps,"  said  the  voice,  and 
Tommy  was  hustled  down  to  the  platform. 
"  There  you  are."  And  before  he  quite  realized 
it,  the  train  was  speeding  away  again  through 
the  darkness.  He  looked  about  him.  Back  of 
him  extended  what  seemed  to  be  a  long  shed. 


TOMMY    RliMIXGTOXS    BATTLE. 


[Nov. 


The  station  was  on  the  other  side  of  the  tracks, 
as  he  could  see  by  the  gleaming  lights,  but 
there  seemed  no  way  to  get  to  it,  for  two  high 
fences  had  been  built  to  prevent  passengers 
crossing. 

"  Where  are  you  bound  for,  youngster? " 
asked  a  voice. 

"  Lawrenceville,"  answered  Tommy ;  and 
rubbing  his  eyes  desperately,  he  finally  man- 
aged to  make  out  another  man  in  blue  uniform. 

"  This  your  baggage  ?  "  And  the  man  picked 
up  Tommy's  little  trunk  and  threw  it  on  his 
shoulder. 

"Yes,  sir;  that  's  mine." 

"All  right.  You  've  got  to  take  the  stage 
over  here ;  it  's  a  six-mile  drive.  Come  on." 
And  the  man  led  the  way  down  a  steep  flight  of 
stone  steps,  along  a  tunnel  which  ran  under  the 
tracks,  and  up  another  flight  of  steps  on  the 
other  side.  "  Here,  Bill,"  he  called  to  a  man 
w'ho,  whip  in  hand,  was  standing  on  the  plat- 
form ;  "  here  's  a  passenger  fer  you." 

The  man  with  the  whip  hurried  toward 
them. 

"Is  your  name  Thomas  Remington?"  he 
asked  the  boy. 

"Yes,  sir." 

"All  right,  then.  They  told  me  t'  look  out 
fer  vou.      Here  's  th'  stage,  out  here." 

He  led  the  way  through  the  waiting-room  to 
the  street  beyond,  where  the  stage  stood,  the 
horses  hitched  to  a  convenient  lamp-post. 
Tommy  clambered  sleepily  aboard. 

"  Nearly  ten  o'clock,"  remarked  the  driver. 
"  You  '11  be  at  Lawrenceville  in  half  an  hour." 

By  a  supreme  effort,  Tommy  kept  his  eves 
open  until  they  had  left  the  town  behind  and 
were  rumbling  briskly  along  a  wide,  level  road. 
Then  his  head  fell  back  again,  and  he  wakened 
only  at  the  journey's  end. 

"The  boy's  been  traveling  all  day,"  said 
some  one,  "  and  is  nearly  dead  for  sleep.  Take 
him  up  to  twenty-one,  Mr.  Dean."  And  he 
was  led  tottering  away  to  bed. 

Chapter  Ylll. 

AN    EFFORT    IN    S£1.F-I)F.KIAL. 

When  Tommy  opened  his  eyes  the  next 
morning,  awakened  by  the  ringing  of  a  bell,  he 
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found  himself  lying  in  an  iron  hcii,  between  the 
whitest  of  white  sheets.  It  was  a  most  eom- 
fortable  bed,  anil  he  stretched  himself  luxuri- 
ously as  he  looked  about  the  pleasant  room. 
In  an  instant  he  found  himself  looking  straight 
into  another  pair  of  eyes,  whose  owner  was 
sitting  up  in  a  bed  right  opposite  his  own. 

"  I  say,"  said  the  stranger,  "  where  did  you 
come  from?  " 

"  Wentworth.  West  \'irginia,"  answered 
Tommy,  promptly. 

"  Never  heanl  of  it.      What  's  your  name?  " 

"  Tommy  Remington.      What  's  yours?  " 

"  I  'm  Jack  Sexton.  I'.ut,  I  say,  I  would  n't 
let  myself  be  called  '  Tommy.'  That 's  a  kid's 
name.     Make  'em  call  you  Tom." 

Tommy  lay  for  a  moment  without  replying. 
He  had  not  thought  of  it  before,  but  the  stranger 
was  right.  "Tommy"  was  unquestionably  a 
baby-name.     Just  then  another  bell  rang. 

"Hullo,  ther*;  goes  the  second  bell!"  ex- 
claimed Jack.  "  We  've  got  to  hustle  if  we 
want  to  get  any  breakfast." 

He  sprang  out  of  bed,  and  Tommy  followed 
him.  He  picked  up  a  great,  soft  towel,  and 
vanished  through  a  door.  In  a  moment  Tommy 
heard  a  prodigious  splashing  of  water. 

"  Hurry  up,"  called  Jack.  "  Bring  your 
towel  and  come  in  here,  or  you  '11  be  late." 

Tommv  picked  up  his  towel  and  hurried  into 
the  other  room.  He  paused  an  instant  at  the 
door  in  amazement.  Jack  stood  under  a  wide 
stream  of  water,  dancing  fiendishly  and  rubbing 
his  face  and  head. 

"  Come  on  in,"  he  sputtered.  "  It  's  great 
fun." 

Tommy  threw  off  his  night-clothes,  and  in  an 
instant  was  also  under  the  stream.  The  water 
made  him  shiver  when  it  first  touched  him,  but 
his  healthy  vitality  asserted  itself,  and  that  first 
shower-bath  was  enjoyed  to  the  uttermost. 
Then  out  again,  with  the  great  towels  around 
them,  rubbing  the  skin  until  it  glowed. 

"  Gee-crickety ! "  exclaimed  Jack,  casting  an 
admiring  glance  at  Tommy's  neck  and  shoulders. 
"  You  're  a  good  un.      Let  's  feel  your  arm." 

Tommy  obligingly  held  out  his  arm  and 
made  the  biceps  swell. 

"  Hard  as  a  rock,"  said  Jack.  "  You  must 
have  been  in  training  all  vour  life." 


"  In  training?  "  repeated  Tommy.  "  I  dcjn't 
know.  I  've  been  digging  coal  pretty  near  all 
my  life." 

Jack  gave  a  low  whistle  of  astonishment. 

"  Digging  coal?  In  a  mine?  Well,  I  'd  dig 
coal  for  a  year  if  I  could  get  a  pair  of  shoul- 
ders like  yours.  You  're  just  the  man  we  need 
for  guard." 

"For  guard?"  And  'I'ommy  remembered 
the  three  men  with  ^\'inchester  rifles  who 
watched  the  company's  .safe  at  Wentworth  on 
pay-days. 

"  Yes,  for  guard.  You  're  too  big  to  play 
back  of  the  line,  you  know.  Come  on.  I  '11 
introduce  you  to  the  captain." 

Tommy  followed  him,  wondering  bewil- 
deredly  what  it  was  he  was  expected  to  guard. 
Down  the  stairs  they  went,  and  into  the  cool, 
airy  dining-room,  where  some  twenty  boys 
were  gathered,  under  supervision  of  the  house- 
master, Mr.  Prime.  Sexton  introduced  Tommy 
to  the  other  boys,  and  though  he  felt  somewhat 
shy  at  first,  this  wore  off  as  the  meal  pro- 
gressed. And  such  a  meal  it  seemed  to  him! 
— the  spotless  napery,  the  shining  table-service, 
the  abundant,  well-cooked  food  ;  small  wonder 
these  boys  seemed  happy  and  brimming  over 
with  animal  spirits! 

It  was  not  until  after  the  simple  little  service 
in  Edith  Chapel,  where  the  whole  school  gath- 
ered every  morning  to  open  the  day's  work, 
that  he  met  Captain  Blake ;  for  Blake,  being  in 
the  fourth  form,  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  room- 
ing in  the  great  brick  Upper  House,  apart  from 
a  house-master's  supervision.  Blake  shook 
hands  with  him,  and  then  he  and  Sexton  took 
him  over  to  the  gymnasium,  stripped  off  his 
shirt,  and  looked  him  over.  Tommy  stood  pa- 
tiently while  they  examined  him,  and  listened  to 
Sexton's  enthusiastic  praise. 

"  He  '11  do,"  said  Blake,  at  last,  nodding 
emphatically.  "  \\q  have  n't  another  pair  of 
shoulders  and  arms  like  that  at  Lawrenceville. 
The  only  question  is,  does  he  know  how  to  use 
them?  Now,  Remington,  what  do  you  know- 
about  football?  " 

Tommy  stared. 

"  I  don't  know  anything  al)out  it,"  he  said. 
"  I  never  heard  of  it." 

"Well,"    said    lilake,    smiling,    "you    won't 
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hear  much  else  around  here  till  after  Thanks- 
giving. It 's  a  game,  and  we  're  going  to  teach 
you  how  to  play  it.  You  bring  him  out  this 
afternoon,  Se.xton,  and  we  '11  give  him  his  first 
practice."  And  Blake  hurried  away  to  attend 
to  some  other  of  his  multitudinous  duties  as 
captain  of  the  school  eleven. 

That  morning  Tommy  had  an  interview  with 
the  head-master,  who  questioned  him  closely 
about  his  studies  and  seemed  much  interested 
in  him.  The  boy  felt  that  here  was  a  man 
upon  whose  kindly  sympathy  and  encourage, 
ment  he  could  rely. 

"  I  think  you  will  do  well  enough,"  he  said 
at  la.st,  "  though  it  will  not  be  easy  for  you. 
But,  with  study,  you  should  be  able  to  keep  up 
with  your  classes.  My  friend  Bayliss  has 
written  me  much  about  you,"  he  added.  "  He 
thinks  a  great  deal  of  you,  and  you  must  try 
not  to  disappoint  him.     Mr.  King  will  arrange 


your  studies,"  he  concluded  ;  and  Tommy  was 
turned  over  to  the  tutor. 

Sexton  carried  him  ofT  immediately  after  lu nch . 

"  I  've  got  an  extra  suit,"  he  said,  "  I  can 
lend  you.  I  thought  once  that  I  could  make 
the  team  myself,  but  I  'm  not  heavy  enough." 
And  he  led  the  way  to  the  gymnasium,  where 
he  opened  a  locker  and  produced  the  suit.  And 
presently  Tommy  found  himself  arrayed  in 
canvas  jacket  and  great  padded  knickerbockers, 
long  stockings,  and  shoes  with  heavy  leather 
cleats  on  the  bottom.  Then  he  was  taken  out 
into  the  field,  where  he  found  some  two  dozen 
other  boys  similarly  attired. 

Blake  nodded  to  them  curtly. 

"  You  give  him  his  first  lesson.  Sexton,"  he 
saiil.  "  Tell  him  what  it  's  all  about,  and  let 
him  watch  the  other  fellows  awhile,  until  he 
catches  on  a  little." 

So    Sexton   told    Tommv   about    the   game, 
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and  when  the  candidates  for  the  team  were 
ready  to  hne  up,  he  had  a  pretty  good  idea  of 
what  they  were  going  to  try  to  do.  He  watched 
them  take  their  places  and  kick  off  the  ball,  and 
was  soon  shouting  up  and  down  the  side-lines 
with  the  best  of  them.  He  had  never  seen  such 
a  game,  and  it  appealed  to  his  every  instinct 
for  good,  hearty,  honest  strife  and  e.xertion. 

"  All  right.  Remington  ;  come  on  out  here," 
called  Blake,  presently,  and  Tommy  ran  out. 
"  Now  you  're  to  play  left  guard,"  continued 
Blake.  "  You  stand  right  here  ne.xt  to  the 
center.  Now  the  minute  you  see  the  ball 
snapped  back,  you  push  this  man  opposite  you 
out  of  the  way,  and  charge  ahead.  If  anybody 
else  tries  to  tackle  you,  block  him  off  this  way 
with  your  elbows  "  ;  and  Blake  suited  the  action 
to  the  word.  "Of  course,"  he  added,  "in  a 
real  game  you  would  n't  be  tackled  unless  they 
thought  you  had  the  ball,  but  just  now  I  'm 
going  to  break  you  in  a  little,  so  that  you  '11 
learn  something  about  tackling  for  yourself." 

"  All  right,"  said  Tommy,  and  took  his  place 
in  the  hne. 

"  Now  keep  your  eye  on  the  ball,  fellows," 
cautioned  Blake.     "  One-six-eight-eleven." 

Tommy  had  no  idea  what  the  string  of  num- 
bers meant,  but  he  saw  the  ball  snapped  back, 
and  he  threw  himself  forward  with  all  his 
strength.  The  man  opposite  him  went  down 
hke  a  ninepin,  and  Tommy  caught  a  glimpse 
of  a  little  fellow  jumping  at  him  with  extended 
arms,  and  wondered  at  his  temerity.  Somebody 
grasped  him  about  the  knees,  clung  to  him  with 
tenacious  grip,  and  down  they  went  in  a  heap. 
Two  or  three  others  fell  over  him,  and  then 
they  slowly  disentangled  themselves. 

"  Good  work,  Remington.  Good  tackle, 
Reeves,"  commented  Blake,  briefly ;  and 
Tommy  saw  it  was  the  little  fellow  who  had 
brought  him  down  with  such  apparent  ease. 

"Say,  that  was  game!"  said  Tommy. 

Little  Reeves  smiled. 

"  Oh,  it  was  easy  enough.  You  were  n't 
going  fast.      Why  did  n't  you  jumj)?  " 

"Jump?  " 

"  Yes.  Whenever  you  see  a  fellow  coming 
at  you,  and  you  have  n't  room  to  dodge  him, 
jump  right  at  him.  That  will  knock  him  over 
backwards,  and  even  if  you  do  fall,  too,  and  he 
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hangs  on  to  you,  you  have  gained  some  ground, 
and  maybe  cleared  the  way  for  the  man  with 
the  ball  who  's  coming  after  you." 

"  Thanks,"  said  Tommy,  gratefully.  "I  've 
got  a  lot  to  learn,  you  know.  I  '11  try  it  next 
time." 

"  Hurry  up,  fellows;  line  up,"  called  Blake; 
and  for  the  next  hour  Tommy  was  hauled 
around  and  kneaded  and  rolled  on  the  ground. 
Then  they  gave  him  a  lesson  in  falling  on  the 
ball,— it  was  wonderful  how  elusive  and  slip- 
pery it  turned  out  to  be,  —  and  at  the  end  liiake 
was  pleased  to  commend  him. 

"  You  '11  do,"  he  said.  "  You  '11  make  a 
good  guard  after  you  learn  the  game.  Mind 
you  're  out  to-morrow  afternoon.  It  is  n't 
every  man  has  such  a  chance." 

And  Tommy  retired  to  the  gymnasium  for  a 
bath  and  a  rub-down,  feeling  very  good  indeed. 
When  he  had  got  back  to  his  room,  it  occurred 
to  him  that  he  ought  to  write  a  letter  home, 
and  he  sat  down  to  this  duty.  But  how  far 
away  New  River  valley  and  the  cramped,  mo- 
notonous life  there  seemed!  He  had  been 
away  from  it  only  a  day,  but  it  seemed  ages  off, 
and  he  reflected  with  satisfaction  that  he  was 
going  to  escape  it  altogether.  He  shivered  at 
the  thought  that  he  might  never  have  escaped 
it — that  he  might  have  passed  his  whole  life 
there,  without  knowing  anything  about  the  great, 
glorious  outside  world.  He  addressed  the  let- 
ter to  his  father,  but  it  was  really  for  his  two 
old  teachers  that  he  wrote,  and  he  told  some- 
thing of  his  trip  and  of  his  great  good  fortune 
in  getting  a  chance  on  the  team.  He  had  an 
uneasy  feeling  that  the  letter  was  not  so  loving 
as  it  should  have  been,  but  he  tried  to  make 
up  for  this  with  some  affectionate  words  at  the 
close. 

Every  afternoon,  after  that.  Tommy  donned 
his  canvas  suit,  and  soon  began  to  have  a  fair 
idea  of  the  game.  Blake  put  his  strongest  man 
opposite  Tommy,  and  the  rest  of  the  boys 
would  throng  the  side-lines  to  see  Remington 
and  Smith  fight  it  out.  Both  were  unusually 
strong  for  their  age, — Smith  had  been  reared  on 
a  great  cattle-ranch  in  the  West,  —  and  as  it  was 
nip  and  tuck  between  them,  both  grew  stronger 
and  better  players,  while  Blake  contemplated 
them  with  satisfaction,  anil  congratulated  him- 
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self  on  possessing  the  best  pair  of  guards  that 
had  ever  played  together  on  a  Lawrenceville 
team.  But  suddenly  his  satisfaction  was  rudely 
blasted. 

Tommy  had  been  practising  faithfully  for 
three  weeks  or  more,  when  he  suddenly  became 
aware  that  he  was  falling  behind  in  his  studies. 
He  had  not  noticed  it  at  first,  so  absorbed  was 
he  in  his  new  surroundings ;  but  one  morning, 
at  the  recitation  in  history,  he  found  that  he 
did  not  at  all  understand  what  the  lesson  was 
about,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  quite  forgot- 
ten the  events  which  led  up  to  it.  When  the 
recitation  was  over,  he  went  up  to  his  room 
and  did  some  hard  thinking.  It  was  evident  at 
the  outset  that  he  could  not  afford  any  longer 
to  spend  the  best  part  of  every  afternoon  on 
the  football  field.  These  other  boys  had  an 
immense  advantage — all  their  lives  they  had 
been  unconsciously  absorbing  knowledge  which 
he  must  study  out  for  himself.  Their  associa- 
tions had  always  been  with  books  and  with 
educated  people,  and  in  consequence  they  were 
so  far  ahead  of  him  that  the  only  way  he  could 
keep  up  was  by  extra  study.  He  knew  that  if 
he  once  fell  very  far  behind  he  would  never 
catch  up  again. 

So  that  day  after  lunch,  instead  of  hurrying 
into  his  football  clothes,  Tommy  mounted  reso- 
lutely to  his  room,  opened  his  history  at  the 
very  first,  and  went  to  work  at  it.  It  was  not 
an  easy  task.  He  could  hear  the  shouts  of  the 
boys  from  the  field,  and  the  bright  sunshine 
tempted  him  to  come  out  of  doors  ;  but  he  kept 
resolutely  at  work.  Presently  he  heard  some 
one  running  up  the  stairs,  and  Sexton  burst 
into  the  room,  and  stopped  astonished  at  sight 
of  Tommy  bending  over  his  book. 

"  Oh,  say,"  he  protested,  "  you  can't  do  that, 
you  know,  Remington.  Blake  is  waiting  for 
you  before  he  begins  practice.  Hurry  up  and 
get  into  your  football  togs." 

But  Tommy  shook  his  head. 

"  I  can't  do  it.  Jack,"  he  said.  "  I  'm  fall- 
ing too  far  behind.  Why,  to-day,  in  history,  I 
did  n't  know  what  Mr.  Knox  was  talking 
about." 

Sexton  laughed. 

"  Well,  what  of  it?  "  he  asked.  "  Neither  did 
I.    Don't  let  a  little  thing  like  that  worry  you." 


Tommy  shook  his  head  again. 

"  It  does  n't  matter  with  you  so  much,"  he 
said.  "  You  've  got  other  things.  But  I  've 
got  only  this.     If  I  fail  here,  I  'm  done." 

Sexton  grew  suddenly  grave,  for  he  saw  the 
case  was  more  serious  than  he  had  thought. 

"  You  don't  mean  to  say  that  you  're  going 
to  give  up  football  altogether? "  he  asked 
incredulously. 

"  I  'm  afraid  I  '11  have  to." 

"  Don't  say  that,"  he  protested.  "  Blake  '11 
excuse  you  from  practice  for  a  day  or  two  till 
you  catch  up.  I  '11  tell  him  you  're  feeling  a 
little  stale.      How  '11  that  do?  " 

"A  day  or  two  won't  do  any  good.  Jack," 
said  Tommy,  resolutely.  "  You  don't  know 
how  much  I  've  got  to  learn  before  I  '11  be  up 
with  you  fellows." 

Sexton  paused  a  moment  to  consider  how 
best  to  rally  his  forces. 

"  Now,  see  here,  Remington,"  he  began, 
"  you  're  looking  at  this  thing  all  wrong.  Sup- 
pose you  do  fall  behind  in  your  studies  for 
a  while.  The  tutors  won't  be  hard  on  you,  be- 
cause they  know  how  you  're  needed  on  the 
team,  and  you  can  make  it  all  up, again  later  in 
the  year  by  a  little  extra  work.  There  '11  be  a 
dozen  of  the  fellows  ready  to  help  you.  But  if 
you  drop  out  of  the  team  now,  just  when  the 
games  are  coming  on,  it  's  all  up  with  you  at 
Lawrenceville.  The  only  fellow  who  can  pos- 
sibly play  in  your  place  is  Banker,  and  you 
know  how  weak  he  is.  It  's  Lawrenceville's 
honor  that  's  concerned,  old  man,  and  if  you 
quit  now,  half  the  fellows  in  the  place  will  cut 
you  dead." 

"  Surely  it  won't  be  so  bad  as  that,"  protested 
Tommy.     "  You  won't  cut  me,  will  you,  Jack?  " 

Sexton's  face  grew  red. 

"  No,  I  won't  cut  you,"  he  said.  "  But  lots 
of  the  fellows  will.  They  '11  make  it  as  hard 
for  you  as  they  can." 

Tommy's  lips  went  together.  His  fighting 
spirit  was  aroused. 

"  Let  them,"  he  said.  "  I  've  made  up  my 
mind.  I  can't  see  but  one  thing  to  do,  and  I  'm 
going  to  do  it.     Tell  Blake  I  'm  sorry." 

Sexton's  face  grew  stern,  too,  and  he  got  up 
from  his  seat. 

"  Is  that   final?  "   he   asked.     "  Remember, 
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Blake  won't  send  for  you  a  secoml  time. 
He  's  not  that  kind." 

"  I  'm  sorry,"  was  all  that  'I'onimy  could  say. 

Sexton  stood  looking  at  him  a  moment 
longer,  and  then  went  out  antl  closed  the  tloor 
behind  him. 

Tommy,  shutting  all  thought  of  the  trouble 
from  his  mind  as  well  as  he  could,  turned  again 
to  his  history.  That  evening  when  he  went 
down  to  dinner  it  was  with  the  comfortable 
consciousness  that  he  was  ready  for  the  ne.\t 
day's  lesson.  But  his  satisfaction  was  of  short 
duration.  As  he  took  his  seat  at  table,  instead 
of  the  hearty  welcome  he  had  grown  accus- 
tomed to,  there  was  a  frigid  silence.  One  or 
two  of  the  boys  nodded  to  him  as  he  looked 
up  and  down  the  board,  but  very  distantly. 
Tommy  felt  a  lump  rise  in  his  throat  as  he 
gulped  down  his  food,  and  began  to  under- 
stand what  his  new  resolution  was  going  to  cost 
him.  Then  his  mouth  tightened,  and  he  looked 
around  defiantly,  as  though  daring  them  to  do 
their  worst. 

Chapter  IX. 

BOOKS    OR    FOOTBALL. 

The  days  that  followed  were  not  pleasant 
ones  for  Tommy,  and  more  than  once  he  went 
to  bed  with  sore  heart,  after  a  particularly  try- 
ing day.  It  was  not  that  he  was  persecuted  or 
interfered  with,  or  that  anything  was  done  to 
him  that  would  call  for  the  head-master's  inter- 
ference ;  none  of  the  boys  descended  to  that, 
though  he  might  have  even  welcomed  a  little 
persecution,  for  it  was  the  other  extreme  that 
irked  him.  He  was  left  to  himself.  He  was 
taboo.  At  table,  the  talk  excluded  him.  On 
the  campus,  no  one  saw  him.  In  the  class- 
room, no  one  seemed  interested  in  whether  he 
recited  well  or  badly,  or  whether  he  recited  at 
all.  No  one  dropped  in  to  chat  with  him  in  the 
evening,  nor  was  he  invited  to  any  of  the  little 
gatherings  the  fellows  were  always  having. 
Often,  as  he  bent  over  his  books  in  the  evening, 
he  would  catch  the  tinkle  of  a  banjo  or  a  strain 
of  college  song,  and  his  eyes  blurred  so  with 
tears  sometimes  that  he  could  not  see  the  page 
before  him.  But  it  was  only  in  the  solitude  of 
his  room  he  permitted  himself  this  weakness. 


To  the  world  he  showed  a  defiant  face,  for  his 
fighting  blood  was  up,  and  no  one  suspected 
how  deeply  he  was  hurt.  After  all,  they  were 
only  boys,  and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that, 
for  the  moment,  victory  on  the  football  field 
appeared  to  them  of  more  consequence  than 
proficiency  in  class  work. 

Two  things  comforted  him  somewhat.  One 
was  that  he  no  longer  went  to  his  classes  un- 
prepared. Indeed,  he  worked  at  his  books  so 
savagely  that  he  was  soon  in  the  first  group  of 
the  class,  and  more  than  once  the  tutors  went 
out  of  their  way  to  commend  him — though  it 
was  not  for  their  commendation  his  heart  was 
aching,  but  for  that  of  his  classmates.  His 
other  comfort  was  in  a  letter  he  had  received 
from  Mr.  Bayliss  in  reply  to  the  one  he  had 
written  him,  telling  of  his  quitting  his  football 
practice. 

"  I  need  hardly  tell  you,"  the  letter  ran, 
"  how  I  have  rejoiced  in  your  strength  in  mak- 
ing  this  decision  and  in  sticking  to  it.  Nothing 
would  compensate  for  failure  in  your  classes — 
not  even  the  applause  of  the  football  field.  But 
I  can  readily  understand  how  much  the  decision 
must  have  cost  you,  and  I  think  I  can  foresee 
how  it  will  affect  the  bearing  of  your  classmates 
toward  you,  for  school-boys  sometimes  have  a 
very  exaggerated  and  false  opinion  of  school 
honor.  Concerning  this  last,  let  me  give  you  a 
word  of  advice.  Next  to  success  in  study, 
there  is  no  more  precious  thing  in  college  life 
than  class  friendship.  One  can  well  afford  to 
sacrifice  much  to  gain  it.  So  I  would  not  have 
you  antagonize  your  classmates  unnecessarily. 
Be  prepared  to  make  some  sacrifice  for  them — 
sacrifice  of  pride  and  convenience  and  time. 
Perhaps  later  in  the  year  you  may  be  so  well  up 
in  your  studies  that  you  can  afford  again  to 
take  an  active  part  in  the  school  athletics. 
Do  not  hesitate  to  do  so  when  you  can." 

Tommy  read  this  letter  over  and  over  again, 
and  drew  much  consolation  from  it.  Gradu- 
ally, too,  some  of  his  classmates  began  to  un- 
bend a  little.  Little  Reeves,  who  had  tackled 
him  so  gamely  at  that  first  day's  practice,  was 
the  first  to  show  his  friendship.  It  was  one 
evening,  while  Tommy  was  wandering  discon- 
solately about  the  campus,  that  he  first  became 
aware  of  Reeves's  feeling  toward  him. 
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"  I  say,  Remington,"  somebody  called  after 
him. 

Tommy  started  at  the  unaccustomed  sound 
of  his  name. 

"  Hullo,  Reeves,"  he  said,  as  he  turned  and 
recognized  him. 

"  How  are  you,  old  man?  "  and  Reeves  held 
out  his  hand  and  gave  Tommy's  a  hearty  clasp 
that  brought  his  heart  into  his  throat.  "  Come 
up  to  my  room  awhile,  can't  you,  and  let  's 
have  a  talk." 

"  Of  course  I  can,"  said  Tommy,  and  in  a 
moment  was  stumbling  after  Reeves  up  the 
stairs  of  Hamill  House,  with  a  queer  mist  before 
his  eyes. 

"  This  is  my  sanctum,"  Reeves  remarked, 
turning  up  the  light.  "  Sit  down  here  "  ;  and 
he  threw  himself  on  the  window-seat  opposite. 
"  Now  tell  me  about  it,  old  fellow.  I  've  heard 
the  fellows  jawing,  of  course,  but  I  want  to 
know  the  straight  of  it." 

And  Tommy  opened  the  flood-gates  of  his 
heart  and  poured  the  story  forth.  Reeves  lis- 
tened to  the  end  without  interrupting  by  word 
or  sign. 

"  But  how  does  it  come,"  he  asked  at  last, 
"  that  you  can't  keep  up  and  play  football  too? 
The  other  fellows  do,  and  they  don't  drive  us  so 
hard  here.     Has  n't  your  prep  been  good?  " 

"Good?"  echoed  Tommy.  "Why,  man, 
three  years  ago  I  could  n't  read  nor  write." 

"Whew!"  whistled  Reeves,  and  sat  up  and 
looked  at  him.  "  Say,  tell  me  about  that.  I 
should  like  to  hear  about  that." 

So  Tommy,  who  felt  as  though  he  were  lift- 
ing a  great  load  from  his  heart,  told  him  the 
story,  beginning,  just  as  this  story  began,  at  the 
moment  he  entered  the  little  Wentworth  school- 
house  with  the  circus  poster  in  his  hand.  How 
far  away  it  seemed  to  him  now!  He.  could 
.scarcely  believe  that  it  had  happened  so  re- 
cently. Some  parts  of  the  story  he  did  not  tell 
in  detail ;  he  did  not  dwell  upon  the  grime  and 
misery  of  the  mines,  nor  upon  the  hard  condi- 
tions of  life  in  New  River  valley.  Somehow 
they  seemed  strangely  out  of  place  in  this  airy, 
pleasant  room,  with  this  boy,  who  had  been 
reared  in  luxury,  for  listener.  So  he  hurried  on 
to  the  time  when  he  first  looked  into  "  Lorna 
Doone,"  and  then  to  the  patient  work  of  the 


two  who  had  taught  him  and  fitted  him  for 
Lawrenceville.  Let  us  do  him  justice  to  say 
that  he  paid  them  full  tribute. 

"  Don't  you  see,"  he  concluded,  "  I  can't 
disappoint  those  two  people.  I  've  just  got  to 
succeed.  Besides,  I  can't  go  back  to  the  mines 
now.  I  've  seen  something  of  the  world  out- 
side.    It  'd  kill  me  to  go  back." 

Reeves  came  over  and  gave  him  his  hand 
again. 

"  Right,"  he  said  heartily.  "  You  're  dead 
right.  Say,"  he  added  awkwardly,  "let  me 
help  you,  won't  you?  I  'd  like  to.  Come  up 
here  in  the  evenings  and  we  '11  tackle  the  books 
together.  I  don't  know  very  much,  but  maybe 
I  can  help  a  little.  The  master  will  consent,  I 
know." 

"  Will  you?  "  cried  Tommy.  "  Oh,  will  you? 
That  's  just  what  I  want ;  that  's  just  what  I 
need!  But  maybe  you  've  other  things  to  do 
—  I  don't  want  to  spoil  your  evenings." 

"  Nonsense,"  growled  Reeves.  "  I  need  the 
study  as  bad  as  you  do — worse,  I  suspect. 
I  've  been  loafing  too  much,  anyway,  and  going 
over  the  rudiments  again  will  help  me.  It 's  as 
much  for  my  own  sake  as  for  yours." 

So  it  was  settled,  the  master  did  consent,  and 
every  night  found  the  two  together.  How 
great  a  help  Reeves  was  to  him  need  hardly 
be  said.  Yet  I  think  the  other  profited  as 
much — perhaps  more.  He  profited  in  self- 
denial  and  in  earnestness,  and,  in  his  eagerness 
to  help  Tommy  on,  himself  devoted  much  more 
thought  to  the  work  than  he  would  otherwise 
have  done.  Word  got  about  that  Reeves  had 
taken  Tommy's  side  of  the  controversy,  and  for 
a  time  the  others  wondered.  Some  of  them 
dropped  in  of  an  evening  to  see  for  themselves 
this  remarkable  sight  of  Reeves  coaching  Rem- 
ington in  the  first-form  work.  The  example 
proved  a  good  one,  and  as  time  passed  some 
of  the  other  boys  forgot  their  anger  toward 
him,  and  admitted  him  again  into  their  friend- 
ship. But  it  was  to  Reeves  he  clung  closest  of 
all. 

The  routine  of  the  place  went  on  day  after 
day  without  incident ;  only,  more  than  once 
Tommy  found  himself  fighting  the  same  battle 
over  again.  Reeves  scrupulously  refrained 
from   talking   football  to   him,   but   he  knew, 
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nevertheless,  that  Sexton's  prophecy  had  been 
fulfilled,  and  that  Banker  was  making  a  poor 
showing  for  left  guard.  The  place  was  by  far 
the  weakest  on  the  team,  and  more  than  once, 
as  the  season  progressed,  the  opposing  team 
made  gains  through  it  which  defeated  Law- 
renceville.  It  seemed  more  and  more  certain, 
as  the  days  went  by,  that  they  could  not  hope 
to  win  the  great  game  of  the  season,  that  with 
the  Princeton  freshmen.  Blake  labored  sav- 
agely with  his  men,  but  they  seemed  to  have 
lost  spirit.  A  deep  gloom  settled  over  the 
place,  and  the  ill  feeling  against  Tommy,  which 
had  bade  fair  to  be  forgotten,  sprang  into  life 
again. 

The  crisis  came  one  afternoon  about  a  week 
before  the  day  of  the  game.  Tommy  was 
plugging  away  at  his  books,  as  usual,  when  he 
heard  the  door  open,  and  looking  around,  saw 
Reeves  and  Sexton  enter.  One  glance  at  their 
faces  told  him  that  something  more  than  usu- 
ally serious  had  Iiappened. 

"  What  is  it?  "  he  asked  quickly. 

"  It  's  mighty  hard  luck,  that  's  what  it 
is,"  said  Sextoii,  sitting  down  despondently. 
"  Banker  sprained  a  tendon  in  his  ankle  at 
practice  this  afternoon,  and  won't  be  able  to 
play  any  more  this  season.  He  was  n't  such  a 
great  player,  but  he  was  the  best  left  guard  we 
had,  and  there  's  nobody  to  take  his  place." 

Tommy  sat  for  a  moment,  silent,  looking 
from  one  to  the  other.  The  last  sentences  of 
Mr.  Bayliss's  letter  were  ringing  in  his  ears. 

"  Is  practice  over  yet?  "  he  asked. 

"  No,"  said  Reeves.  "  It  had  just  begun 
when  Banker  was  hurt.  Blake  is  hunting 
around  for  somebody  to  take  his  place." 

Tommy  closed  his  book  with  a  slam,  pushed 
back  his  chair,  and  from  one  corner  of  the  room 
pulled  out  his  old  football  suit. 

"  What  are  you  going  to  do?  "  cried  Reeves, 
a  great  light  in  his  eyes. 

"  I  'm  going  to  play  left  guard,"  said  Tom- 
my, as  calmly  as  he  could,  and  trying  to  steady 
his  hands,  which  were  trembling  strangely. 
"  Wait  till  I  get  these  togs  on,  will  you?  " 

But  Reeves  and  Sexton  had  him  by  the  hands 
and  were  shaking  them  wildly. 

"I  knew  it!"  cried  Reeves.  "I  knew  it! 
I  knew    he  would  n't   fail  us!       I  knew   the 


stuff  he  was  made  of!     We  '11  beat  those  fresh- 
men yet." 

"  Beat  them!  "  echoed  Sexton,  dancing  wildly 
around  Tcmimy ;  "  we  '11  beat  the  life  out  of 
them!  Hurry  up.  Remington.  Let  go  his 
hand,  can't  you,  Reeves,  so  he  can  get  into  his 
togs.  Let  the  other  fellows  get  a  look  at  him. 
It  '11  do  them  good." 

Chaptkr  X. 

JOY    AND    SORROW. 

Meanwhile,  down  on  the  football  field  an 
anxious  consultation  was  in  j)rogress.  Captain 
Blake  and  the  manager  of  the  team  walked  up 
and  down  together,  talking  earnestly.  From 
their  clouded  faces  it  was  easy  to  see  how 
great  their  worry  was.  The  players  were 
grouped  together  uneasily,  and  the  other  stu- 
dents stood  about,  exchanging  a  curt  word  now 
and  then,  but  for  the  most  part  silent.  Gloom 
was  on  every  face,  desperation  in  every  eye. 

"  There  come  Reeves  and  Sexton,"  some  one 
remarked  at  last.  "  Wonder  where  they  've 
been?  Hullo,  who  's  that  with  them?  By 
Jove,  fellows,  it  's  Remington!  He  's  going 
to  play,  after  all!  " 

A  sudden  galvanic  shudder  ran  through  the 
group.  They  watched  Remington  as  he  walked 
up  to  Blake,  and  strained  their  ears  to  catch  his 
words. 

"  Captain  Blake,"  he  said,  "  I  'm  ready  to 
take  Banker's  place — that  is,  if  you  want  me." 

For  an  instant,  offended  pride  held  Blake 
back.  Then  it  melted  away  in  a  rush  of  sur- 
prise and  joy.  Even  from  where  they  stood, 
they  could  see  his  face  light  up. 

"Want  you,  old  man!"  he  said,  and  held 
out  his  hand.  "  I  should  say  we  do  want 
you! " 

One  of  the  boys  had  his  cap  off  and  was 
waving  it  over  his  head. 

"  Now,  fellows,  three  cheers  for  Remington !  " 
he  cried.     "Are  you  ready?  Hip— hip— " 

There  was  a  sudden  rush  of  tears  to  Tommy's 
eyes  as  that  cheer  floated  to  him  across  the  field. 
How  sweet  it  sounded  with  his  name  at  the 
end!      But  Blake  had  no  time  for  sentiment. 

"  Line  up,  men,"  he  called.  "  Hurry  up. 
We  've  got  some  hard  work  ahead." 
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His  face  lighted  up  with  satisfaction  as  lie 
saw  the  way  the  boys  sprang  into  their  places. 
It  was  the  first  time  for  days  they  had  shown 
such  enthusiasm.  In  a  moment  came  the 
signal,  and  the  scrimmage  began.  Tommy, 
recalling  every  bit  of  football  he  had  ever 
learned,  put  his  whole  soul  into  the  game.  He 
was  going  to  do  his  best  to  deserve  that  cheer. 
Blake  gave  them  a  long,  hard  practice,  but 
when  it  was  over  his  face  was  more  cheerful 
than  it  had  been  for  many  days. 

"We  '11  be  all  right,  I  think,"  he  remarked 
to  the  manager.  "  I  think  our  line  can  hold 
'em  now  without  much  trouble.  And  the  boys 
have  got  their  old  spirit  back— did  you  notice?  " 
The  manager  nodded.  "Still,  don't  be  too 
sure,"  Blake  added,  with  a  captain's  character- 
istic caution,  "and  don't  repeat  that  to  any  of 
the  team.     I  want  to  keep  them  working." 

Keep  them  working  he  did  ;  and  how  Tommy 
enjoyed  it!  What  a  reception  he  got  at  table! 
He  was  again  admitted  to  the  freemasonry  of 
fellowship  which  forms  so  precious  a  part  of 
school  and  college  life.  His  heart  grew  warm 
from  touching  those  of  others,  his  life  grew 
bright  and  more  complete.  He  went  to  his 
books  with  clearer  brain  and  keener  ze.st.  He 
was  no  longer  afraid  of  falHng  behind.  And 
the  old  life  of  New  River  valley  seemed  farther 
away  than  ever. 

His  attitude  toward  the  old  life  is  worth  a 
moment's  attention.  As  the  weeks  passed,  he 
had  found  the  w-ork  of  writing  letters  to  his 
father  and  mother  an  increasingly  difficult  task. 
How  could  he  hope  to  make  them  understand 
his  joys  and  sorrows,  his  hopes  and  ambitions, 
in  this  new  life  w-hich  was  so  far  beyond  their 
horizon?  If  he  had  not  known  that  his  letters 
would  be  read  by  Mr.  Bayliss  and  Miss  An- 
drews he  would  have  broken  down  altogether 
in  the  effort  at  letter-writing.  The  task  was  the 
more  unwelcome  because  it  recalled  to  him  the 
squalid  conditions  of  the  old  life.  He  was  never 
ashamed  of  his  parents,  though  he  never  spoke 
of  them  to  his  classmates ;  it  was  only  the  home 
that  .shamed  him,  and  he  resolved  to  rescue  the 
family  from  it  and  plant  them  in  cleaner  soil. 

A  week  is  not  a  long  time  when  it  comes  to 
whipping  a  football  team  into  shape  for  a 
great  game,  and  that  one  passed  all  too  quickly 
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for  Blake.  Rumors  reached  him  of  the  perfect 
condition  of  the  Princeton  freshmen  eleven— of 
their  great  team  work  and  perfect  interference. 
He  gloomily  watched  his  own  men  at  practice 
on  that  last  day,  and  while  he  told  himself  he 
had  done  the  best  possible  with  them,  he 
fancied  he  could  detect  a  hundred  weaknesses, 
and  was  anything  but  confident  of  the  result. 
Still,  they  played  good  ball,  he  had  a  strong 
line,  his  backs  were  swift  and  game — well, 
Lawrenceville  would  have  no  reason  to  be 
ashamed  of  them.  And  just  as  he  had  hitherto 
hidden  any  satisfaction  he  may  have  felt,  like  a 
good  captain,  he  concealed  his  doubts  and 
affected  a  certainty  of  success  he  did  not  feel. 

At  noon  of  the  great  day  came  the  Princeton 
team,  accompanied  by  nearly  the  whole  class — 
resplendent  in  orange  and  black,  now  they 
w-ere  away  from  the  campus,  where  such  deco- 
ration was  forbidden,  and  where,  on  their  re- 
turn, the  sophomores  would  call  them  sternly  to 
account  for  their  desecration  of  the  college 
colors.  They  were  seemingly  quite  confident 
of  victory,  and  poured  into  the  field  with  great 
halloo.  Their  team  began  at  once  a  little  pre- 
liminary practice,  displaying  a  verve  and  agility 
that  sent  a  chill  to  more  than  one  Lawrenceville 
heart.  But  Captain  Blake's  team  got  a  hearty 
greeting,  just  the  same,  when  it  came  running 
out  upon  the  field,  and  for  a  time  cheer  fol- 
lowed cheer,  until  it  seemed  that  they  must 
split  their  throats.  But  the  throats  of  school- 
boys and  college  men  seem  to  be  made  of  some 
imsplittable  material,  and  in  this  case — as  in  all 
other  similar  ones — there  was  no  damage  done. 

Then  came  an  instant's  breathless  silence  as 
the  two  captains  waited  for  the  referee  to  toss 
up  a  penny. 

"  Heads!"  called  Blake,  as  the  coin  spun  in 
the  air. 

The  referee  stooped  and  looked  at  it. 

"  All  right,"  he  said.  "  Heads  it  is.  Choose 
your  goal." 

Blake  chose  the  north  goal  with  the  wind  at 
his  back,  while  Lawrenceville  cheered  at  this 
first  piece  of  good  luck. 

"  Take  your  places,  men,"  called  the  referee, 
and  the  players  peeled  off  their  sweaters  and 
trotted  out  into  the  field,  rejoicing  that  the 
hour  was  come.     "  Are  you  ready,  Princeton?  " 
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"All  ready,  sir." 

"Are  you  ready,  Lawrenceville?  " 

"  All  ready,"  answered  151ake. 

The  referee  waited  an  instant,  then  placed 
his  whistle  to  his  lips  and  blew  a  shrill  blast. 
There  was  a  swift  rush,  and  the  ball  was  whirl- 
ing through  the  air.     The  game  was  on. 

What  pen  has  ever  adequately  described  a 
football  game,  with  its  multitudinous  features, 
its  ever-changing  tactics,  its  kaleidoscopic  ad- 
vances and  retreats,  its  thousand  and  one  in- 
dividual plays?  Certainly  it  shall  not  be 
attempted  here.  Only,  after  a  few  minutes  of 
play,  it  was  evident  that  the  teams  were  more 
evenly  matched  than  Blake  had  dared  to  hope 
and  that  the  score  would  be  a  close  one. 
Blake's  face  cleared  as  he  realized  that  his  op- 
ponents were  not  so  terrible  as  they  had  been 
pictured. 

"  Steady,  fellows,  steady,"  he  panted,  in  an 
interval  between  two  rushes.  "  Don't  you 
fumble  that  ball.  Reeves.  Watch  your  man 
there,  Remington." 

Indeed,  Tommy  found  he  had  his  hands  full 
watching  his  man.  Some  exaggerated  story  of 
his  prowess  must  have  got  abroad,  for  the 
Princeton  captain  had  placed  the  biggest  and 
strongest  man  on  his  team  against  him.  He 
was  certainly  bigger  and  heavier  than  Tommy, 
and  in  the  first  few  rushes  had  decidedly  the 
better  of  it.  But  as  the  game  progressed, 
Tommy  saw  with  delight  that  his  adversary 
was  growing  weaker,  while  he  himself  was  just 
warming  up  to  the  work.  After  all,  si.x  years' 
work  in  the  mines  will  outweigh  a  few  weeks' 
training,  every  time.  Before  long,  Blake  re- 
joiced to  see  that  Tommy  was  holding  his  man, 
and  that  he  even  got  past  him  once  or  twice ; 
but  the  first  half  ended  without  either  side  hav- 
ing been  able  to  score. 

The  members  of  both  teams  received  some 
pretty  severe  lecturing  in  the  ten  minutes'  in- 
termission that  followed,  but  the  atmosphere  in 
the  Lawrenceville  quarters  was,  on  the  whole, 
much  the  more  hopeful.  Their  adversaries  had 
entered  the  game  quite  confident  of  winning, 
and  had  met  with  an  unexpected  check,  which 
served  to  dash  their  spirits.  They  had  counted 
on  carrying  the  ball  down  the  field  with  a  rush 
in  the  first  few  minutes  of  play,  but  had,  so  far. 
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been  unable  seriously  to  threaten  Lawrence- 
ville's  goal.  On  the  other  hand,  Lawrenceville 
had  made  a  better  showing  than  they  had  hoped 
for,  and  were  correspondingly  elated.  Blake 
was  especially  happy,  though  he  tried  not  to 
show  it. 

As  a  consequence  of  this  change  of  spirit, 
when  the  second  half  opened,  Princeton  found 
herself,  pushed  down  the  field  for  small  but  de- 
cisive gains.  In  vain  she  attempted  to  stem 
the  tide  of  that  advance.  It  seemed  certain 
that  Lawrenceville  must  score,  and  their  parti- 
zans  cheered  themselves  hoarse  ;  but  Princeton 
made  a  stand  on  her  ten-yard  line,  and,  des- 
perate by  prospect  of  defeat,  succeeded  in  get- 
ting the  ball,  and,  by  a  long  punt  down  the  field, 
placed  her  goal  out  of  danger.  How  Princeton 
cheered  as  that  ball  .sailed  twisting  through  the 
air! 

For  a  time  after  that  it  was  nip  and  tuck  in 
the  middle  of  the  field,  and  as  the  minutes 
passed,  Blake  knew  that  the  time  for  play  was 
getting  dangerously  short.  If  anything  was  to 
be  done,  it  must  be  done  without  delay.  He 
looked  his  men  over  with  calculating  eye. 
Undoubtedly  Remington  was  the  only  man  for 
the  play,  for  he  seemed  quite  fresh,  despite  the 
rough  time  he  had  been  having  with  the  man 
against  him.  Blake  looked  at  his  bright  eyes 
and  firm-.set  lips  and  distended  nostrils,  and 
made  up  his  mind  on  the  instant.  He  took 
advantage  of  the  first  opportunity,  during  a 
moment's  intermission  while  one  of  the  boys 
was  rubbing  a  twisted  ankle,  to  outline  his 
plan. 

"  Now,  Remington,"  he  said  in  a  whisper, 
"  I  'm  going  to  let  you  run  with  the  ball. 
We  '11  push  it  as  far  down  the  field  as  we  can, 
then,  after  the  third  down.  Reeves,  here,  will 
pass  it  to  you.  Put  all  your  steam  into  your 
legs,  old  man.  I  '11  give  the  other  boys  the 
word." 

Tommy  went  back  to  his  place  with  a  queer 
tingling  at  his  heart.  Ordinarily  the  men  in 
the  line  do  not  get  a  chance  to  so  distinguish 
themselves.  It  is  the  half-backs  and  the  full- 
back who  make  the  so-called  "  grand-stand 
plays" — those  long,  zigzagging  runs  down  the 
field  with  the  ball  which  raise  the  .spectators  out 
of  their  seats,  and  send   flags  to  waving  and 
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men  to  shouting.  The  average  looker-on, 
knowing  nothing  of  the  inwardness  of  the 
game,  does  not  appreciate  the  liard  work  which 
the  men  in  the  line  are  doing  every  minute  of 
the  time— there  is  nothing  showy  about  it, 
nothing  spectacular;  it  is  merely  downright 
hard  work.  So  Tommy,  knowing  that  this 
would  be  his  one  chance,  determined  to  make 
the  most  of  it. 

Lawrenceville,  nerved  by  the  thought  of  a 
final  effort,  made  three  good  gains,  carrying 
the  ball  to  Princeton's  twenty-five-yard  line. 
But  the  Princeton  captain  had  seen  Blake's 
conferences  with  his  men,  and  suspecting  that 
something  was  about  to  happen,  passed  the 
word  around  to  his  players  to  be  on  their  guard. 
They  made  a  desperate  stand,  and  succeeded 
in  holding  Lawrenceville  for  the  second  and 
third  downs.  Reeves  pinched  Tommy's  leg  to 
remind  him  that  his  time  had  come — as  if  he 
had  any  need  of  a  reminder  !  He  took  a  deep 
breath,  there  came  a  quick  signal  from  Blake, 
and  in  an  instant  he  was  off,  with  the  ball 
tucked  snugly  under  his  arm. 

As  he  sprang  forward,  he  saw  the  guard  op- 
posite him  whirled  violently  to  one  side,  and 
he  knew  that  the  other  members  of  the  team 
were  clearing  his  way.  He  saw  one  of  the 
Princeton  backs  before  him,  but  he,  too,  was 
thrown  aside  ;  and  then  Tommy  saw  that  it  was 
Blake  himself  who  was  interfering  for  him. 
Away  down  the  field  in  front  he  saw  the 
Princeton  full-back  sweeping  toward  him,  and 
behind  him  came  the  pounding  of  many  feet. 
Whether  they  were  friend  or  foe  he  did  not 
know,  and  he  dared  not  glance  around,  but 
they  seemed  ominously  near.  Dimly  and  con- 
fusedly he  heard  the  cheering  of  the  crowd. 
The  bleachers  on  the  sides  of  the  field  were  a 
mere  blur  of  faces.  Then  the  full-back  was 
upon  him.  Tommy  remembered  the  advice 
little  Reeves  had  given  him,  and  sprang  full  at 
his  opponent  at  the  instant  he  stooped  to  the 
tackle.  Together  they  were  hurled  to  earth. 
Tommy  clutching  the  ball  with  a  grip  only 
death  would  have  loosened.  He  tried  to  hitch 
himself  along  toward  the  goal-post  just  ahead 
—so  near  he  could  almost  touch  it.  He 
gained  a  foot— two  feet— a  yard— with  those 
desperate  hands  still  clinging  to  his  legs;   and 
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then,  just  as  a  crushing  avalanche  of  men  fell 
on  him,  he  stretched  the  ball  forward  at  full- 
arm  length  and  called : 

"Down!" 

There  was  an  anxious  minute  as  the  referee 
untangled  the  heap  in  order  to  get  at  the  ball. 
At  the  bottom  he  found  Tommy  still  grasp- 
ing it  tightly,  and  Blake  gave  a  yell  of  triumph 
as  he  saw  it. 

"It  's  a  touch-down,  fellows!"  he  cried. 
"  It  's  six  inches  over  the  line! " 

Tommy,  gasping  for  breath,  heard  the  words, 
and  for  an  instant  his  head  fell  forward  in  the 
sheer  exhaustion  of  joy.  Then  it  seemed  that 
a  thousand  hands  were  lifting  him,  and  when 
he  opened  his  eyes  a  minute  later,  he  found 
himself  on  the  shoulders  of  a  yelling  mob  which 
was  parading  around  the  field.  They  paused 
for  an  instant  to  watch  Reeves  kick  the  goal, 
and  then  started  off  again  like  madmen. 

"Let  me  down,  fellows!"  cried  Tommy, 
struggling  against  the  hands  which  held  him  by 
leg  and  ankle.  "  Let  me  down.  They  'II  line 
up  again  in  a  minute." 

"  No,  they  won't,"  yelled  Sexton,  who  had 
charge  of  Tommy's  right  leg.  "Time  's  up! 
You  got  the  ball  over  in  the  last  minute  of 
play,  old  man." 

He  had  his  cap  off. 

"Now,  three  cheers  for  Remington!"  he 
cried.     "  Are  you  ready?     Hip — hip — " 

But  there  was  no  response,  for  suddenly 
across  the  field  they  saw  the  head-master  coming 
toward  them. 

"  Does  the  old  man  w'ant  to  congratulate 
him,  too?"  asked  Sexton  of  the  boy  next  to 
him.     "  I  never  saw  him  at  a  game  before." 

But  as  he  came  nearer,  and  they  saw  his  face, 
they  fell  silent.  In  his  hand  he  held  a  sheet  of 
yellow  paper. 

"  Put  him  down,  boys,"  he  said  quietly,  and 
Tommy  was  set  on  the  ground  again.  "You 
must  come  with  me  at  once.  Remington,"  he 
added.     "  I  have  bad  news  for  you." 

Tommy  glanced  at  the  yellow  paper  and 
saw  it  was  a  telegram.  Instinctively  he  under- 
stood. 

"  What  is  it,  sir?  "  he  gasped.  "  An  accident 
at  the  mine?  " 

"Yes,  an  accident  at  the  mine." 


190I.1 


TOMMY     KKMIXC.TOX'S    HATTF^E. 


49 


So  the  old  life  was  going  lo  ruin  tlu-  new  lite,  next   morning.     The  packing  was  soon  done, 

after  all!  and    he  went  down   to  the  buggy  which    was 

"And  father  is  hurt?"  wailing.      .As  he  came  out  from  the  dormitory, 

'■  \'ery    badly    hurt,"    said    the  head-master,  he  saw  a  sight   which   tirst  made  him  stare  in 

tenilerly.      "  Vou  must  start  home  at  once."  astonishment,  and  then  brought  a  swift  rush  of 

"  lUit  he  is  not  dead?  "  cried  'iommy.  tears  to  his  eyes,      'j'he  bovs  — all  of  them,  first, 

"  No,  not  dead  —  yet."      And  he  led  the  boy 
away,  too  crushed  to  (luestion  further. 

CHAPlKk    XI. 


HACK    TO    XKW     RIVIR     \AI.I.I'A. 

TnK  hour  which  followed  remained  always 
in  Tommv's  memory  as  sonietliing  like  a  m'ght- 
mare.  He  rememl)ered  going  to  the  gymna- 
sium, removing  his  football  suit  mechanically, 
taking  a  bath  and  rub-down,  and  getting  into 
his  other  clothes.  Then  he  made  his  way  to 
his  room,  and  Sexton,  Reeves,  and  Blake  came 
up  and  tried  to  tell  him — each  in  his  own  wa\- 
—  how  sorry  they  were,  and  to  give  him  such 
crumbs  of  comfort  as  they  could. 

"  Why,  the  fellows  feel  terribly,"  said  Reeves." 
"  We  were  going  to  have  a  big  celebration  to- 
night, but  that  's  all  over.  There  is  n't  one 
of  us  feels  like  celebrating." 

"  How  could  we?  "  added  Blake.  "It  was 
Remington  won  the  game.  But  it  's  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  Lawrenceville  that  we 
did  n't  have  a  blow-out  after  whipping  the 
freshmen." 

"  Maybe  it  's  not  so  bad,"  said  Sexton,  with 
an  attempt  at  cheerfulness.  "He  '11  be  coming 
back  before  long, — as  soon  as  his  father  gets 
well,  you  know, — and  we  '11  have  the  celebra- 
tion then." 

But  Tommy  heard  little  of  ail  this.  His 
thoughts  were  far  away.  He  saw  again  the 
narrow  valley,  which  seemed  to  shut  out  all  the 
joy  and  warm,  aspiring  life  of  the  outside  world  ; 
the  old  existence  had  seemed  so  far  away,  there 
had  been  so  much  to  live  for,  the  path  before 
him  had  seemed  so  bright ;  and  here  it  was  clos- 
ing in  upon  him  like  a  great,  black  thunder- 
cloud which  there  was  no  evading. 

Presently  the  head-master  himself  came  in 
and  told  Tommy  to  pack  up  such  clothing  as 
he  might  need,  and  he  would  be  driven  over  to 
Trenton  at  once  to  catch  the  six-o'clock  train, 
which  would   get  him  to  Went  worth  early  the 
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second,  third,  and  fourth  year  alike— were  lined 
up  along  the  [lath,  and  as  he  passed  them,  each 
gave  him  a  hearty  hand-clasp.  Some  even 
ventured  upon  a  word  of  sympathy,  awkwardly 
and  shyly  said,  but  none  the  less  genuine. 
Tommy  quite  broke  down  before  he  reached 
the  end  of  the  line,  and  the  tears  were  stream- 
ing down  his  face  unrestrained  as  he  clambered 
into  the  buggy.  They  were  the  first  tears  he 
had  shed  since  the  bad  news  had  reached  him. 
As  the  horse  turned  into  the  road  he  glanced 
back  and  saw  the  fellows  still  standing  there 
looking  after  him.  In  after  days,  when  he 
thought  of  those  first  months  at  Lawrenceville, 
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he  loved  best  to  picture  it  as  lie  saw  it  in  liiat 
instant. 

It  was  only  when  he  was  in  the  train  speed- 
ing southward,  with  no  one  to  watch  him  or 
speak  to  him,  that  he  dared  put  the  future  be- 
fore himself  plainly.  It  was  evident  that  if  iiis 
father  was  killed,  or  so  seriously  injured  that  he 
could  not  go  to  w^ork  again  in  the  mines,  some 
arrangement  must  be  made  to  support  him,  as 
well  as  the  mother  and  brother.  He  knew  well 
how  little  chance  there  was  that  his  father  had 
been  able  to  save  anything.  Something,  then. 
would  have  to  be  done  at  once.  But  what  ? 
He  shrank  from  the  answer  that  first  occurred 
to  him.  He  turned  his  face  from  it,  and  set 
his  brain  to  work  to  find  another  way.  I>ut  he 
was  soon  stumbling  blindly  among  the  intri- 
cacies of  his  ow-n  thoughts,  and  finally  fell  into 
a  troubled  sleep.  But  on  the  instant  his  eyes 
closed,  as  it  seemed  to  him,  some  disturbing  and 
terrible  vision  would  dance  before  him  and 
startle  him  awake  again. 

At  Washington  he  had  a  half-hour  wait,  and 
looked  in  vain  for  Jim,  the  train-caller  who  had 
befriended  him  before,  but  whom  he  now  saw 
nothing  of,  for  that  oflficial  worked  only  in  the 
daytime.  Yet  he  no  longer  felt  ignorant  and 
dependent.  The  crowd — which  even  at  mid- 
night throngs  the  station  at  Washington  —  did 
not  astonish  him  as  it  had  before.  He  knew, 
somehow,  that  he  was  quite  a  different  boy 
from  the  one  who  had  made  this  same  journey 
only  three  short  months  before.  He  felt  qi'iite 
able  to  look  out  for  himself.  But  as  he  w^as 
clambering  up  the  steps  to  his  train,  a  cheery 
voice  greeted  him. 

"Why,  hullo,  youngster!"  it  said.  "Going 
back  home  again?  " 

Tommy  looked  up  and  recognized  his  old 
friend  the  conductor. 

"  Yes,  sir;  back  home,"  he  answered,  with  a 
queer  lump  in  his  throat. 

The  conductor  saw  how  his  face  had  changed. 
It  seemed  older  and  thinner,  and  the  eyes  were 
darker. 

"  Something  wrong,  eh  ?  "  he  said  kindly. 
"  Well,  I  '11  look  you  up  after  a  while,  and  we  '11 
talk  it  all  over." 

Tommy  made  his  way  into  the  coach,  hardly 
knowing  whether  to  be  glad  or  sorry  at  this 
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meeting.  He  was  longing  for  a  friend  to  talk 
to,  and  yet  he  was  vaguely  ashamed  of  the 
confession  he  might  have  to  make.  Could  it 
be  possible,  he  asked  himself,  that  he  no  longer 
loved  his  father  and  his  mother— that  he  was 
unwilling  to  make  a  sacrifice  for  them  as  they 
had  done  for  him?  But  then,  the  sacrifice 
asked  of  him  would  be  so  much  the  greater. 
It  was  nothing  to  sacrifice  the  body,  but  to 
sacrifice  the  brain  as  well  —  that  was  another 
thing.  His  breast  had  never  been  torn  by  such 
a  battle  as  was  waging  there  now\ 

The  conductor  did  not  forget  his  promise. 
So  soon  as  he  had  attended  to  his  other  duties, 
he  dropped  into  the  seat  beside  Tommy. 

"Now,  what  is  it?"  he  asked.  "Tell  me; 
it  '11  do  you  good.  Get  into  some  trouble  at 
school?  " 

Tommy  shook  his  head. 

"  No,"  he  said,  "  it  's  not  that.  Father  was 
hurt  in  the  mines — and  maybe — won't — get 
well." 

The  conductor  took  his  hands  in  both  his 
ample  ones  and  patted  them  softly. 

"  Don't  you  worry,"  he  said.  "  It  '11  turn 
out  all  right.  These  accidents  always  look 
worse  at  first  than  they  are.  You  '11  soon  be 
coming  back  again  over  this  same  road." 

Tommy  felt  that  he  must  speak- — the  weight 
was  too  heavy  for  him  to  bear  alone. 

"  I  'm  afraid  I  '11  never  come  back,"  he  said 
brokenly.  "  There  's  nobody  now  but  me  to 
make  a  living.  You  've  never  worked  in  the 
mines.     You  don't  know  what  it  is." 

The  other  looked  down  at  him  quickly,  and 
in  an  instant  understood.  For  a  moment  he 
sat  silent,  considering  his  words. 

"  It  seems  hard,"  he  said  at  last.  "  It  al- 
ways seems  hard  when  we  have  to  give  up 
something  we  've  been  counting  on.  But 
maybe,  after  all,  we  don't  have  to  give  it  up ; 
and  even  when  we  do,  something  better  almost 
always  comes  in  place  of  it.  It  seems,  some- 
how, that  nobody  in  this  world  is  given  more 
than  he  can  bear.  I  've  felt,  often,  just  as 
you  feel  now  ;  but  when  I  'm  particularlv  blue, 
I  get  out  a  book  called  '  Poor  Boys  wdio  Be- 
came Famous ' ;  and  when  I  read  w'hat  a 
tough  time  most  of  them  had,  I  come  to  think 
I  'm  pretty  well  off,  after  all.      Ever  read  it?  " 
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"  No,"  answered  Tonimy  ;  "  I  never  read 
it." 

"  ^\'ait  till  I  L;et  it  for  you.  It  '11  i,Mve  you 
sonielhing  to  think  about,  anyway  "  ;  and  the 
good-natured  official,  who  had  not  yet  lost  the 
enthusiasms  of  his  boyhood,  hurried  away  t(^ 
get  it. 

Five  minutes  later  Toinniy  hail  forgotten  all 
about  his  own  troubles.  The  first  page  of  the 
book  had  openeil  another  life  to  him,  whose 
struggles  made  his  own  seem  petty  and  unim- 
portant. It  was  of  George  Peabody  he  was 
reading — born  at  Uanvers,  Massachusetts,  in 
1 795,  his  parents  so  poor  they  could  afford  him 
little  schooling ;  at  eleven  sent  into  the  world 
to  earn  a  living ;  of  his  noble  career,  until  at 
last,  dead  in  Lonilon,  he  was  mourned  even  by 
the  Queen  of  Kngland  ;  AVestminster  Abbey  was 
opened  for  his  funeral ;  statesmen  and  noblemen 
bowed  before  his  coffin  ;  the  noblest  man-of- 
war  in  her  Majesty's  navy  was  sent  to  bring  the 
body  back  to  his  native  land,  which  was  in 
mourning  for  him  from  sea  to  sea ;  and,  at  the 
end,  he  was  laid  tenderly  to  rest  beside  the 
mother  he  had  loved  so  tenderly,  his  life-work 
done,  his  name  imperishable. 

With  a  long  sigh,  Tommy  closed  the  book, 
and  sat  looking  before  him  with  eyes  that  saw 
nothing.  But  his  task  no  longer  seemed  so 
difficult.  This  man  had  conquered  even  greater 
obstacles — why  not  he?  The  conductor  came 
by  and  glanced  at  him,  saw  what  was  in  his 
mind,  and  passed  on  without  speaking. 

At  last  he  turned  to  the  next  biography — 
Bayard  Taylor,  walking  sixty  miles  to  get  a 
poem  printed,  and  failing;  hving  in  Europe  on 
a  few  pennies  a  day,  sometimes  almost  starv- 
ing, but  always  writing,  writing,  writing,  until 
at  last  came  victory,  and  a  niche  in  the  hall  of 
fame  where  the  great  literatures  of  the  world 
hve  forever.  He  read  of  Watt,  of  Mozart,  of 
Goldsmith,  of  Faraday,  of  Greeley,  of  Moody, 
of  Childs,  of  Lincoln.  What  a  galaxy  of  great 
names  it  was  !  And  when  at  last  he  laid  the 
book  down,  he  could  see  the  dawn  ju.st  break- 
ing in  the  east. 

"  You  have  n't  finished  it  already,  have  you  ?  " 
asked  the  conductor,  coming  up  behind  him. 

Tommy  nodded,  too  full  for  words. 

"It   's  a  great  book,  isn't   it?"     And   he 


dropped  into  the  seat  a  moment  and  took  up 
the  book  fondly.  "  It  's  helped  me  over  a  lot 
of  rough  places.  Maybe  it  will  be  of  use  to 
you.      Will  you  keep  it?  " 

Tommy  looked  at  him,  astonished. 

"Keep  it?"  he  repeated.  "Do  vou  mean 
you  '11  gi\e  it  to  me?  " 

The  other  looked  out  of  the  window  to  avoid 
catching  his  eye.  Somehow  he  found  it  no 
longer  possible  to  patrom'ze  this  boy.  The  boy 
had  grown,  had  broadened ;  it  was  not  the 
same  boy  he  had  met  before,  but  one  who  in- 
terested him  vastly  more. 

"  I  want  you  to  have  it,  you  see,"  he  ex- 
plained awkwardly.  "  You  can't  get  a  copy  at 
\\'entworth,  while  I  can  easily  get  another  at 
^^'ashington.  I  'd  like  you  to  have  something 
to  remember  me  by.  My  name  's  on  the  fly- 
leaf.    Will  you  take  it?  " 

He  read  the  answer  in  the  boy's  eyes,  and 
fairly  pushed  the  book  into  his  hands. 

"  Put  it  in  your  pocket,"  he  said,  and 
jumped  up  hastily.  "  Now  I  've  got  to  go. 
There,  don't  thank  me.  I  know  how  you  feel  "  ; 
and  he  hastened  away  down  the  aisle. 

Tommy  tucked  the  inspiring  volume  into  his 
pocket,  and  turned  again  to  the  window.  He 
was  not  at  all  sleepy — the  hours  had  passed  so 
quickly  that  they  had  left  no  fatigue  behind 
them.  He  saw  that  the  train  was  entering  the 
mountains. 

More  and  more  familiar  grew  the  landscape. 
Away  up  on  the  mountain-side  he  discerned  the 
black  opening  that  marked  the  mouth  of  the 
mine  where  his  father  had  worked.  There  was 
the  little  school-house ;  he  could  hear  the  en- 
gine-bell clanging  wildly. 

"Wentworth!"  cried  the  brakeman.  slam- 
ming open  the  door.      "  Wentworth!  " 

And  in  an  instant  Tommy  was  on  the  plat- 
form, where  his  teacher  met  him. 

"  He  is  not  dead?  "  he  cried,  looking  up  into 
her  face,  yet  dreading  what  he  might  read 
there.      "  Don't  say  he  is  dead  I  " 

"  No,  no,"  protested  Miss  Andrews,  smiling 
down  at  him.  "  He  is  not  dead.  He  is  not 
going  to  die.  But  he  wants  to  see  you  so 
badly!" 

Together  they  hurried  up  the  steep,  narrow 
path,  the   woman   wondering   within   herself  if 
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this  could  be  the  same  boy  sht-  luul  known. 
He  seemed  so  changed— years  older.  As  they 
neared  the  house,  Tommy  caught  sight  of  a 
familiar  figure  standing  in  the  doorway  looking 
down  at  them,  and  he  ran  forward  and  up  the 
steps  to  the  porch. 

"Oh,  mother!"  he  cried,  and  nestled  close 
against  her  l)reast  as  her  arms  strained  him  to 
Ikt. 

J  lis  mother  said  never  a  word,  but  the  tears 
were  streaming  down  her  face  as  she  l)ent 
over  him  and  kissed  him. 

"  Come  in  an'  see  your  father,"  she  said. 
"  He  's  been  askin'  fer  you  ever  sence  it  hap- 
peneil." 

Tommy  followed  her  into  the  little  room,— 
how  squalid  it  seemed  now  in  comparison  with 
the  bright,  airy  rooms  at  LawTenceville!  —and 
stood  for  an  instant,  looking  down  at  the  wan 
figure  on  the  bed. 

"Tommy!"  it  gasped. 

Whatever  of  coldness  had  grown  into  his 
heart  melted  away  in  that  instant,  and  left  him 
sobbing  on  his  father's  breast.  Then,  suddenly 
remembering  that  his  father  was  injured,  he 
attempted  to  draw  away ;  but  his  father's  arms 
held  him  close. 

"  You  're  not  hurtin'  me,  boy,"  he  said.  "  I 
ain't  hurt  up  here.  It  's  in  th'  legs.  One  of 
'em  had  t'  come  off,  Tommy.  I  'm  'feard  my 
minin'  days  is  over." 

"There,  now,"  said  Mrs.  Remington,  sooth- 
ingly, "  don't  you  worry.  All  you  've  got  t'  do 
is  t'  git  well.  Now  go  t'  sleep.  Come  away. 
Tommy  "  ;  and  she  drew-  him  from  the  bed. 

It  was  only  then,  as  they  sat  on  the  front 
porch  with  Miss  Andrews,  that  he  heard  the 
story  of  the  accident.  His  father,  it  seemed, 
had,  by  some  chance,  been  working  alone  at 
the  face  of  a  new  chamber,  some  distance  from 
the  other  men.  In  some  way  a  great  mass  of 
coal,  loosened,  perhaps,  by  a  previous  blast, 
had  fallen  upon  him,  pinning  him  lo  the  ground. 
The  left  leg  had  been  crushed  so  badly  that 
the  surgeon  found  it  necessary  to  amputate  it 
just  above  the  knee.  The  patient  had  rallied 
from  the  operation  nicely,  there  w^ere  no  bad 
symptoms,  and  it  seemed  certain  he  would  re- 
cover. 

There  was  a  long  silence  when  the  story  w^as 


told,  and  all  of  them  sat  looking  down  into  the 
valley,  each  busy  with  his  own  thoughts.  Sud- 
denly Mrs.  Remington's  housewifely  instinct 
asserted  itself. 

"  Good  gracious!  "  she  exxlaimed.  "  What 
hev  I  been  thinkin'  of?  Tommy  ain't  hed  a 
bite  o'  breakfast! " 

"  I  'm  not  hungry,  mother,"  he  protested. 
"  I  '11  wait  till  dinner.  It  '11  soon  be  noon.  You 
can  get  it  a  little  earlier  than  usual,"  he  added, 
seeing  that  .she  was  still  bent  on  making  him  eat. 
"  I  w^ant  to  go  up  on  the  mountain  aw'hile.  I 
can't  be  of  any  use  here,  can  I?  " 

"  No,"  answered  his  mother,  regarding  him 
doubtfully.  "  Your  father  's  asleep,  and  even 
if  he  wakes  up,  I  kin  'tend  t'  him." 

"  All  right.  I  won't  be  gone  long  "  ;  and 
anxious  to  get  away  with  only  his  thoughts  for 
company,  he  started  quickly  up  the  hill. 

"  Now,  I  wonder — "  began  his  mother,  look- 
ing after  his  retreating  figure. 

"  He  has  a  battle  to  fight,"  said  Miss  Andrews, 
softly,  "  and  I  'm  certain  he  's  going  to  win 
it." 

The  mother  understood,  and  as  she  looked 
out  across  the  valley  her  face  grew  gray  and 
lined. 

Chapter  XII. 

A  boy's  battle. 

Up  on  the  mountain-side  Tommy  was  indeed 
fighting  the  battle  of  his  life.  He  had  made 
his  way  mechanically  to  the  top  of  the  ledge  of 
rock  from  which  the  spring  gushed  forth,  and 
had  flung  himself  down  upon  the  grass  wdiich 
crested  it.  He  could  see  far  down  the  valley, 
until  at  last,  away  in  the  distance,  the  purple 
mountains  closed  in  and  cut  it  off. 

He  looked  down  upon  it  all,  but  not  upon  its 
beauty.  For  its  beauty  formed  no  part  of  the 
lives  of  the  people  who  worked  out  their  des- 
tinies here.  The  ugly  places  along  the  river 
were  tyi)ical  of  their  lives.  For  them  it  was 
only  to  dive  deep  into  the  earth  and  drag  forth 
the  black  treasure  that  had  been  entombed 
there,  to  send  it  forth  to  warm  and  light  the 
world  and  to  move  the  wheels  of  industry— to 
do  this  at  the  sacrifice  of  health  and  strength 
and  hai)piness,  and,  w^orse  than  all,  of  intellect. 

Of  all  that  the  broader  life  meant.  Tommy 
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had  just  begun  to  understand  the  meaning. 
He  had  taken  his  first  draft  of  the  sweets  of 
study  and  of  intellectual  fellowship,  and  the 
taste  would  linger  in  his  mouth  forever,  making 
all  others  stale  and  insipid  by  comparison. 
Must  he  decide  tleliberalcly  to  turn  away  from 
the  source  of  that  enjoyment?  Was  there  no 
other  way? 

And  then,  of  a  sudden,  a  tlu)Ught  came  to 
him  which  stung  him  upright.  He  owed  Jabez 
Smith  three  hundred  dollars.  He  must  not 
only  provide  for  father  and  motlier :  he  must 
also  repay  that  money.  He  dropped  back 
again  upon  the  turf  with  tight-closed  lips. 
What  a  tremenilous  sum  it  seemed!  But  other 
boys  had  done  as  much,  and,  suddenly  remem- 
bering his  book,  he  drew  it  from  his  pocket  and 
for  a  time  was  buried  in  its  pages. 

When  Tommy  closed  the  book  and  replaced 
it  in  his  pocket,  the  struggle  was  quite  over, 
and  he  went  calmly  down  again  to  the  house. 

His  mother  looked  at  him  with  anxious  eyes 
as  he  entered,  but  the  calmness  of  his  face 
seemed  to  reassure  her.  The  meal  was  on  the 
table,  and  he  sat  down  to  it  with  a  hunger  born 
of  his  long  fasting. 

"Where's  Johnny?"  he  asked  suddenly, 
seeing  that  his  younger  brother's  place  at 
table  remained  vacant. 

"  Mis'  Jones  took  him,"  answered  his  mother. 
"  I  did  n't  want  anybody  t'  tend  to  but  your 
father,  after  th'  accident.  Mis'  Jones  said 
she  'd  look  out  fer  him  fer  a  few  days." 

"  How  is  father?  " 

"Still  asleep.  A  long  sleep  '11  do  him  good, 
th'  doctor  says.  15ut  nothin'  can't  make  his 
leg  grow  out  ag'in." 

"  No,"  said  Tommy,  "  nothing  can  do  that." 

His  mother  went  on  with  the  meal  in  moodv 
silence. 

"I  s'pose  you  lied  a  nice  time  out  East?" 
she  asked  at  last. 

"  Yes,  a  nice  time.  There  were  a  lot  of  nice 
fellows  there." 

"  An'  could  y'  keep  up  with  them?  " 

"  Yes ;  I  managed  to  keep  up.  It  was  a  httle 
hard  at  first,  but  it  was  easier  after  a  while." 

There  was  a  proud  light  in  her  eyes  as  she 
looked  at  him. 

"Y'  mus'  go  back,"  she  said,  "soon  's  y'  kin." 


"  We  '11  see,"  he  answered  simply.  "  I  can't 
go  back  till  he  's  out  of  danger.  There  's  no 
hurry.     A  whole  year  would  n't  matter  much." 

There  was  a  tone  in  his  voice  which  brought 
his  mother's  eyes  to  his  face  and  a  look  in  his 
face  that  held  them  there. 

"  You  're  changed,"  she  faltered.  "  Y'  seem 
older." 

"  I  am  older,"  said  Tommy.  "I  feel  years 
older — old  enough,  certainly,  to  do  a  little 
work." 

She  sat  looking  at  him,  dreading  what  would 
come  next. 

"  Where  are  my  old  clothes?  "  he  asked  — 
"  the  clothes  I  used  to  work  in?  " 

Then  she  understood. 

"Not  that!"  she  cried.  "Oh,  not  that!" 
and  would  have  come  to  him,  but  he  waved  her 
back,  and  she  sank  again  into  her  chair.  For 
an  instant  he  felt  as  if  he  was  older  than  his 
mother. 

"  There  's  no  use  in  trying  to  get  around  it," 
he  said,  as  calmly  as  he  could.  "I  've  got  to 
go  to  work,  and  till  something  better  shows  up 
I  've  got  to  take  father's  place  in  the  mine. 
I  can  do  the  work,  and  I  'm  going  to  begin 
right  away.      W^here  are  my  clothes?" 

She  rose  as  one  dazed,  went  to  a  closet,  and 
drew  out  the  grimy  garments.  He  shuddered 
as  he  looked  at  them.  His  mother  saw  the 
look  of  disgust,  and  understood  it. 

"It  sha'n't  be!"  she  cried,  and  flung  the 
garments  back  into  the  closet  and  shut  the  door. 

But  Tommy  had  already  conquered  his  dis- 
gust. 

"  Come,  mother,"  he  said,  "  we  're  making  a 
mountain  out  of  a  mole-hill.  Why  should  n't 
I  go  back  to  the  mine?  It  's  only  for  a  little 
while,  till  I  can  find  something  else.  I  'm  sure 
I  can  soon  find  something  else.  Give  me  the 
clothes." 

She  made  no  movement,  and  he  opened  the 
door  and  took  them  out  himself. 

"  I  '11  be  back  in  a  minute,"  he  said,  and 
went  into  the  other  room. 

His  loathing  came  back  to  him  as  he  slowly 
donned  the  dirty  garments.  For  three  months 
he  had  been  clean,  and  he  had  reveled  in  the 
luxury  of  cleanliness.  But  that  was  all  over 
now.     The  coal-dust  would  conquer  him  as  it 
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had  (lone  before.      lUit   he  sliook  liie   thought  Jahez  stood  and  h)()ked  at  him  steadilv  for  a 

from  iiim,  and  was  (juite  himself  when  he  eame  full  minute. 

out   again  into  the  kitchen   wlierc   Iiis   mother  "  I  must  go,"  said  'rominy.      "  I  '11  be  late  if 

was.     She  was  sitting  on  a  chair,  her  lijis  (|ui\  -  I  don't  hurry." 

ering,  her  eves  misty  with  tears.  "Wait  a   minute";  ami   Jabez  impressively 

"  Come  here,   Tommy,"  she  said.      "  Come  drew    a    great    wallet    from    an    inner    pocket, 

an'  kiss  me.      You  're  a  good  boy,  Tommy."  "  You  seem  t'  fergit  thet   I  've  got  somethin'  t' 

He  went  to  her,  and  she  put  her  arms  con-  say  about  this — thet  I  've  got  an  int'rust  in  y'.'' 

vulsively  about    his    neck,      lie    stoojjed   and  Me  opened  the  wallet  and  selected  a  strip  of 

kissed  the  trembling  lijjs,  then  gently  loosed  her  paper  from  the  mass  of  documents  with  which 

arms  and  stood  away.      His  eyes  were  luminous  it   was  crammed.       "Do  you  know  what  this 

with  the  joy  of  sacrifice.  is?  "  he  asked,  holding  it  out. 

"  I    must  go,"  he   said.      "  The  whistle   will  'I'ommy    glanced    at   it,  and    blushed   to  his 

blow  soon.     Remember,  I  '11   be   hungry    for  ears. 

supper,"  he  added  gaily.  "  \'es,  sir,  1  know.      It  's  my  note  for  three 

"  I  '11  remember,"  she  answereil,  almost  sinil-  lunidrcd   dollars.       That    's   another   reason    I 

ing.      What  a  supper  she  would  have  for  him!  must  get  to  work.      I  think  I  can  pay  you  two 

She  stood  on  the  porch  watching  him  as  he  dollars  a  week  on  it." 

went  down  the  path  and  up  the  opposite  hillside  Ikit  J^bez  stopjjed  him  again, 

toward  the  mine.      How  often  had  she  watched  "  \\'ho  said  anything  about  pay?"   he   de- 

her  husband  sol      He  looked  back  just  before  manded    savagely.       "I  'm    a    business    man. 

he  passed  from  sight  and  waved  his  hand  to  her.  I  've  lent  you  this  money  at  five  per  cent. — a 

good  int'rust.     I  'd  counted  on  keepin'  it  out 

But  there  was  a    .scene  on  the  hillside  she  si.x    or   eight   year,  anyway,  an'    six   hunderd 

could  not  see,  for  as  the  boy  turned  away  a  dollars  more  on  th'  same  terms.     What  right  've 

harsh  voice  startled  him.  you  got  t'  upset  all  them  calcerlations?  " 

"Ain't  you  Tomniv  Remington?"  it  asked.  Tommy  stared  at  him  aghast.     The  thought 

He   looked  up  with  a  start  and  recognized  crossed   his  mind   that   maybe   Mr.  Smith  was 

Jabez  Smith.  mad. 

"Yes,   sir,"   said   Tommy,   quickly,  "and    I  "  Oh,  I  can't  take  any  more  of  your  money," 

want  to  thank  you,  sir,  for—"  he   faltered.      "  It  's  ;/^/ business." 

"  Stop!"  cried  Jabez,  in  a  tremendous  voice.  "  It  ain't?  "  repeated  Jabez,  with  fine  irony. 

"  Not    a    word.      Where    you    goin'    in    them  "  What  d'  y'  know  about  it?      I  say  it  is  busi- 

clothes?"  ness." 

"To  work,"  faltered  the  boy,  astonished  at  "But    that    's   not    all,"    protested    Tommy, 

this  unexpected  outburst.  ''  Somebody  's  got   to  take  care  of  father  and 

"  Where?  "  asked  Jabez,  sternly.  mother  and  Johnny." 

"At  the  mine."  Jal)ez  threw  up  his  hands  with  a  gesture  of 

"At  the  mine!"  roared  Jabez.      "Well.  I  '11  despair. 

be  blowed!      Es  thet  all  your  I'arnin' amounts  "What  ails   the  boy?"    he  cried.     "I)'   y' 

to?     You  go  away  t'  study,  an'  then  come  hum  s'pose  any  man  's  goin'  t'  starve  in   this  free 

an'  go  t' work  ag'in  in  th' mine!  "  an'   enlightened   country?      Why,  th'  superin- 

"  We  need  money,"  said  the  boy,   timidly,  tendent  up  at  the  mine  told  me  only  yesterday 

"  I  can  do  this  until  I  find  something  better."  thet  he  counted  on  givin'  Remington  a  job  es 

"  Did   vour  father  an'  mother  send  you  uj)  watchman." 

here?"  Xow,  the  superintemlent  had  reallv  told  him 

Tommy  colored  at  the  tone  of  his  voice.  that,  l)ut   only  after  much   pressing,  of  which 

"  Xo,  sir,"  he   answered   quickly.     "  Father  Jabez  said  never  a  word, 

knows  nothing  at  all  about  it.     And  my  mother  Tommy  stood  staring  at  the  kindly  eyes  and 

tried  her  best  to  keep  me  from  cf)ming."  severe  face,  trying  to  understand  it. 
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Now  are  y'  goin'  t'  stop  interft-rin'  with  my 


demanded  Jabez. 
faltered  Tommy,  again. 


I  've 


■■  1   can't, 
no  claim." 

At  that  instant  the  mine  wliistle  l)lew  shrilly  ; 
but  the  boy  felt  an  iron  hanil  on  his  arm  that 
held  him  to  the  spot. 

•  Don't  go,"  said  Jabez.  "  Come  'long  with 
me  dt)wn  t'  th'  house,  an'  I  '11  show  y'  whether 
there  's  any  clami.     Come  on." 

His  voice  was  no  longer  harsh.  It  was  .soft, 
almost  gentle.  The  boy  began  dimly  to  under- 
stand what  was  going  on  in  this  man's  heart, 
and  followed  him  down  the  hill  without  a  word, 
without  a  thought  of  resistance.  Jabez  led  him 
straight  to  an  upper  room  fitted  up  as  a  kind 
of  office.  Tommy  caught  a  glimpse  of  another 
room  beyond,  through  the  half-open  door. 

"  Sit  down,"  said  Jabez,  and  unlocked  a 
heavy  chest  which  stood  in  one  corner  of  the 
room.  He  took  out  a  little  case  and  handed 
it  to  Tommy. 

"  Look  at  it,"  he  said. 

It  was  an  old  daguerreotype— a  boy  of  ten  or 
twelve,  with  bright  face  and  wide-open,  spark- 
ling eyes. 

"  Thet  's  me,"  said  Jabez. 

Tommy  glanced  from  the  fresh  face  of  the 
picture  to  the  grizzled  one  opposite  him. 

"  Ay,  look,"  growled  the  man.  "  You  'd  ha' 
looked  a  long  time  afore  you  'd  'a'  knowed  it. 
I  spiled  my  life — no  matter  how.  Now  you  're 
goin'  t'  make  me  spile  another.  Don't  y' 
reckon  one  's  enough?  " 

His  voice  was  quivering  with  emotion. 

"Don't  y'  reckon  one's  enough?"  he  re- 
peated. "  I  've  allers  wanted  th'  chance  t'  set 
some  boy  .straight  on  th'  right  road,  but  I  had  n't 
found  the  boy  worth  it.  I  've  watched  you 
from  th'  time  Miss  Bessie  showed  y'  t'  me  at 
the  school-house.  I  've  heard  'em  talkin' 
about  y',  and  I  've  seen  what  was  in  y'.  All 
th'  time  y'  was  studyin'  I  was  watchin',  an'  at 
last  I  said  t'  myself,  'Jabez  Smith,  thet  's  th' 
boy  you  've  been  lookin'  fer.     You  've  spiled 
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one  life,  but,  with  God's  help,  you  're  goin'  t' 
make  up  fer  it  now.'  An'  I  've  lived  in  it,  an' 
gloried  in  it.  It  's  been  meat  an'  drink  t'  me, 
an'  here  you  were  goin'  t'  snatch  it  away!" 

He  paused  with  a  kind  of  sob  in  his  voice 
that  seemed  to  choke  him,  while  Tommy  sat 
staring  at  him,  long  past  the  power  of  reply. 
But  the  sob  was  echoed  from  the  other  room. 

"I  won't  be  still!"  cried  a  voice,  and  the 
door  was  throw-n  back  and  Bessie  Andrews  ap- 
peared on  the  threshold.  "  I  've  heard  every 
word,"  she  continued  through  her  tears.  "  I 
could  n't  help  it.  I  was  just  coming  to  see 
you,  Mr.  Smith.      I  'm  glad  of  it  I" 

Jabez  slowly  drew  his  handkerchief  from  his 
pocket  and  mopped  his  brow  in  a  dazed  way. 

"Why  don't  you  speak  to  him?"  cried  the 
girl  to  Tommy.  "  But  you  don't  know  all 
about  him  that  I  do.  Come  here  with  me  this 
instant " ;  and  she  threw  herself  before  the 
older  man. 

But  he  caught  her  and  held  her  up. 

"  Don't,"  he  protested  brokenly.  "  I  can't 
stand  it.  Only  make  him  listen.  I  've  got  a 
right  t'  tell  him  what  t'  do.  If  he  only  knowed 
how  empty  my  heart  is!" 

There  was  something  in  the  tone  that  brought 
the  quick  tears  to  the  boy's  eyes.  His  childish 
obstinacy  and  pride  melted  away  as  he  gazed 
into  the  other's  tender  face.  He  was  drawn 
out  of  his  chair  by  some  power  greater  than 
himself,  and  in  an  instant  was  in  his  friend's 
arms.  He  knew  that  the  problem  had  been 
solved. 

"  He  's  pure  gold,"  said  the  other,  with  his 
hand  on  Tommy's  shoulder — "he  's  just  pure 
gold.  I  knowed  it  when  I  seen  him  goin'  up 
t'  th'  mine  with  these  here  clothes  on.  An'  he 
sha'n't  stay  in  th'  rough.  We  '11  make  him  int' 
the  finest  piece  of  work  th'  colleges  of  this 
country  kin  turn  out." 

But  the  girl,  looking  down  at  them,  knew 
that  thev  were  both  piu^e  gold,  and  that  the  old, 
rough,  world-worn  nugget  was  more  beautiful 
than  the  hand  of  man  could  make  it. 
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By  Virginia  W.  Cloud. 


HEN  we  go  to  the  County  Fair, 
Joey  and  Cicely  and  I, 
We  see  just  everything  that  's  there ! 
We  watch  the  tame  white  pigeons  fly 
Cicely  loves  them;  she  's  so  small 
I  don't  let  go  her  hand  at  all  — 
But  Joey  likes  the  dancing  bear. 


Vol..  XXIX.  — 8. 


:8 


WHEN    WE    GO    TO    THE    COUNTY    FAIR. 


[Nov. 


Then    there    's    tht-     l\in<  h    and    Judy 
show ; 
I  "(1  rather  stay  there,  but  it  makes 
Cicely  cry,  it  scares  her  so. 

The  funnv    dogs   more   tricks   can  d 

<io:  '  !"■'' 

Someiimes  they  let   us  feed  them, 

too 

Hut   loev  always  eats  his  cakes! 


r  o  m 


There  is  so  much  to  do  and  see, 

We  scarcely  know  just  where  to  start 
We  have  to  spend  our  pennies  three 
Cicely  gets  a  sugar  bird, 
And  I  the  loudest  whistle  heard  — 
But  Joey  always  buys  a  tart. 
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1",  never  like  to  come  away, 

And   1  jusi  let  our  donkey  creep 
As  we  go  home.      1   have  to  say 

Each  thing  we  've  seen  to  Cicely ; 
W^e  talk  it  over,  she  and   I  — 
But  Joey  always  goes  to  sleep. 


7.'//.':/ ', 


iX'i\  -;>%!' 
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By  N.  O.   Mksskngkr. 


What  subtle  power  of  fascination  does  foot- 
ball possess,  that  it  should  have  reigned  a  popu- 
lar sport  and  form  of  exercise  for  two  thousand 
years?  Outliving  as  it  has  all  efforts  to  do 
away  with  it,  the  manly  game  to-day  is  the 
most  popular  sport  of  the  English-speaking 
peoples  of  the  earth.  From  Australia  to 
Canada,  from  Princeton,  Yale,  and  Harvard  to 
Oxford,  Harrow,  and  Eton,  Canuck,  Yankee, 
and  Briton  are  devotees  of  the  game  and  the 
muscular  football  man. 

Since  the  Greeks  inaugurated  the  sport — 
fpiskuros  they  called  it,  kicking  at  an  inflated 
bladder — the  game  has  undergone  material 
changes  only  in  details  of  playing.  The  Greeks 
contented  themselves  with  kicking,  and  wind 
and  air  currents — fate,  they  may  have  called  it 
— played  an  important  part  in  the  finish.  The 
muscular  and  more  active  Romans  took  up  the 
game,  and  added  zest  and  exercise  by  seizing 
and  carrying  the  ball  into  the  adversary's  lines 
as  well  as  kicking  it.  Jfarpastiim  the  game 
was  called  by  the  Romans  among  whom  it 
flourished.  It  was  rude  sport,  popular  in  the 
military  camps  and  training-grounds,  and 
encouraged  by  the  captains  of  the  legions 
as  making  soldiers  brave,  (juick,  and  fear- 
less. 

The  Romans  passed  it  on  to  the  Britons,  and 
by  this  sturdy  race  it  has  l)een  retained  and 
developed.  The  indolent  Greek  and  more 
indolent  Italian  have  centuries  ago  abandoned 
the  sport  as  too  severe ;  but  in  the  tight  little 
isle  and  among  the  Anglo-Saxon  race  (lei)en- 
dencies  and  foster-sisters,  and  in  t)ur  own 
country,  it   has   flourished    and   grown. 


Climate  doubtless  affected  it, 
for  football  is  essentially  fit  for 
outdoor  life  in  cool  weather.  But 
may  not  racial  fitness  have  had 
something  to  do  with  it  as  well? 
Football  appeals  to  courage,  skill, 
fair  play,  and  all  the  qualities  of 
the  Anglo-Saxon.  It  is  a  test 
of  the  survival  of  the  fittest  in  its 
most  rigorous  form.  Endurance, 
the  ability  to  take  hard  knocks 
without  flinching  and  without  an- 
ger, appeal  to  Briton  and  Yankee 
alike,  touching  the  same  chord  in 
their  natures. 

From  the  date  of  its  introduc- 
tion into  England  by  the  Romans, 
football  continued  to  remain  and 
grow  in  favor.  It  is  mentioned 
in  writings  in  the  year  1175,  ^"<^ 
frequent  references  to  football  are 
found  in  the  manuscripts  of  the 
next  two  hundred  years. 

By  1300  it  had  become  such  a 
popular  form  of  diversion  among 
all  classes,  and  especially  with  the 
yeomanry,  that  it  eclipsed  the  in- 
terest manifested  in  archery,  which 
to  the  rulers  was  the  most  desir- 
able sport,  since  it  gave  the  youth 
of  the  land  not  only  a  love  for 
arms,  but  training  therein  whicli 
would  be  useful  in  fur- 
ther levies  of  troops. 

So   jealous   ch\l   the 
authorities  become  lest 
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football  should  lead  the  attention  of  the  youth 
too  far  away  from  archery  that  King  Edward 
II.  seized  occasion  to  issue  a  proclamation 
against  its  further  playing  in  the  city  of  London 
when  the  merchant  guilds  api)Hed  for  its  sup- 
pression as  a  nuisance.  The  i)roclamation  in 
the  King's  name  was  issued  in  13  14.  an  extract 
from  the  document  saying: 

"  Forasmuch  as  there  is  great  noise  in  the 
city,  caused  by  hustling  over  large  balls  from 
which  many  evils  might  arise  which  God  forbid, 
we  command  and  forbid  on  behalf  of  the  King 
such  game  to  be  used  in  the  city  in  the  future." 

It  is  evident  that  although  the  demand  of  the 
London  merchants  for  forbitlding  the  game  in 
the  narrow  city  streets  may  have  been  successful, 
the  game  continued  among  the  yeomanry,  and 
King  Henry  VI.  attacked  it  upon  the  grounds 
considered  most  important  by  the  authorities. 
In  1457  he  issued  a  decree  that  "football  and 
golfe  be  utterly  cryed  down  and  not  to  be  used." 
At  the  same  time  he  ordered  that  militarv  re- 
views should  be  held,  with  displays  of  and 
practice  with  weapons. 

Henry  VII.  renewed  the  prohibition  in  1491, 
his  quaint  language  running  thus:  "  In  no  place 
of  this  realme  ther  be  used  futeball,  gelfe  or 
other  sik  unprofitable  sportes."  But  royal  de- 
cree could  not  suppress  the  game,  and  if  put 
aside  for  a  while,  it  was  only  to  come  forward 
again  with  new  popularity. 

In  the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth  football  was 
in  high  favor.  It  was  played  in  the  city  streets, 
on  the  commons,  and  in  country  lanes.  There 
was  not  much  rule  or  order  to  the  game,  the 
object  being  merely  to  put  the  ball  into  the 
enemy's  goal,  by  fair  means  or  by  foul.  The 
goals  might  be  a  mile  apart,  with  ditches  and 
hedges  and  highroads  between.  The  players 
struggled  in  earnest,  and  broken  bones  were  no 
rarity  in  the  rush  that  followed. 

This  was  probably  the  roughest  and  most 
brutal  period  in  football's  history.  The  ac- 
counts of  the  times  speak  frequently  of  acci- 
dents, and  too  often  there  were  fatal  incidents 
in  the  playing  of  the  game. 

Shrove  Tuesday  was  football  day  in  those 
times,  and  then  the  whole  populace  went  foot- 
ball mad.  Every  one  turned  out  to  kick  the 
ball.     There  was  one  grand  scramble  to  reach 


it  as  it  was  punted 
down  the  streets,  over 
housetops,  and  across 
commons.  The  mer- 
chants barred  shop 
windt)ws  and  doors 
as  the  merry  crowds 
surged  through  the 
streets,  for  scant  heed 
was  given  to  any  ob- 
stacle that  stood  in 
the  way  of  the  pursuit 
of  the  ball.  Some- 
times two  or  more 
crowds,  in  chase  of 
the  flying  pigskin,  fell 
foul  of  one  another's 
course,  and  then  there 
was  a  to-do,  and  the 
strongest  held  the 
right  of  way,  per- 
haps carrying  off' 
both  balls,  and  caus- 
ing the  other  crowd 
to  join  in  their  pur- 
suit. 

In  1508  the  game 
was  popular  enough 
to  be  mentioned  in 
the  literature  of  the 
day,  and  Barclay 
wrote : 

The  sturdie  plowman, 

lustic,  strong,  andholtl, 
Overcometli  the  winter 

with  driving  the  foote- 

ball, 
Forgetting  lal)ur  and 

many  a  grievous  fall. 

There  is  no  ques- 
tion that  there  was 
opposition  to  the 
game  on  account  of 
its  roughness.  The 
powdered,ruffled, sat- 
ined gallants  of  the 
day  declared  it  a  rude 
pastime  unfit  for  po- 
lite society. 
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In  1583,  Stubbes,  in  his  celebrated  work  on 
"Abuses  in  the  Realme  of  England,"  said  :  "For 
as  concerning  football  playing,  I  protest  unto 
you  that  it  may  rather  be 
called  a  friendly  kirule  of 
fyghte  than  a  play  or  rec- 
reation, a  bloody  and 
niurthering  practice  than 
a  felovvly  sporte  or  pas- 
time. For  doth  not  every- 
one lye  in  waight  for  his 
adversary,  seeking  to 
overthrow  him  and  pick 
him  on  his  nose,  tliough 
it  be  on  hard  stones,  on 
ditch  or  dale,  on  valley 
or  hill,  or  whatever  place 
soever  it  be,  he  careth 
not  so  he  have  him 
downe  ;  and  he  that  can 
serve  the  most  of  this 
fashion  he  is  counted  the 
only  felow,  and  who  but 
he?" 

The  popularity  of  foot- 
ball extended  into  Scot- 
land, where  it  rivaled 
golf,  and  it  spread  rap- 
idly over  the  kingdom. 
Once  a  year  at  Scone  a 
great  game  was  played 
between  the  married  men 
and  the  bachelors  of  the 
community.  Itwas  the  ob- 
ject of  the  married  men  to 
"  hang  "  the  ball,  or  place 
it  three  times  in  a  pit,  and  of  the  bachelors  to 
"  drown  "  it,  or  dip  it  three  times  in  the  river. 
The  ball  was  not  kicked,  but  seized  and  carried. 
A  tavern  ditty  of  the  period  describes  the 
game  as  follows : 

At  Scales  great  Tom  Barwise  got  the  ba'  in  his  hand, 
And  t'  wives  aw  ran  out  and  shouted  and  banned, 
Tom  Cowan  then  pulched  and  flang  him  'niong  t'  whins. 
And  he  bleddered  "  Od-white-te,  tou's  broken  my  shins !  " 

With  the  year  1800  the  game  began   to  be 


adopted  by  F^nglish  schools  and  universities  as 
the  leading  sport.  In  1863,  an  association  was 
formed  and  it  was  made  a  scientific  sport.  At 
this  time  the  game  was  played  differently  by 
different  universities.  Rugby  permitted  carry- 
ing the  ball,  holding  runners,  charging  and 
tackling,  while  Harrow  and  Winchester  only 
allowed  kicking.  In  187 1  the  Rugby  Union 
was  formed,  and  rules  laid  down.  Prior 
to  1875  American  universities  had  paid  little 
attention  to  football.  It  was  Harvard  that 
brought  the  game  to  the  United  States,  and, 
in  order  to  have  a  foeman  worthy  of  its  steel, 
taught  it  to  Yale.  "  Old  Eh  "  took  gracefully  the 
drubbing  that  was  involved  in  learning  the  first 
lesson,  which  was  learned  so  well  that  for  many 
years  thereafter  Harvard  had  no  more  victories. 

The  Rugby  game  has  been  developed  in 
America  mainly  along  the  lines  of  interference 
and  tackling.  The  Yankees  were  quick  to  per- 
ceive advantages  which  could  be  gained  in  this 
direction  and  put  them  into  play.  In  1886  Prince- 
ton introduced  the  "wedge,"  using  it  against 
Harvard,  who  in  turn  took  it  up  against  Yale 
next  year.  Then  Harvard  went  one  better  and 
brought  out  the  "  flying  wedge,"  which,  with 
the  "V,"  the  "push,"  and  the  "plow,"  are 
permanent  features  of  football  work. 

In  the  perfection  of  football-playing  into  a 
scientific  sport  from  the  old  rough-and-tumble 
games  of  the  past,  an  involved 
system  of  signals  has  come 
into   use.      The    signals    are 
made  by  calling  out  numbers. 

There  seems  to  be  no  les- 
sening of  interest  in  the 
sport.  There  may  be  as 
many  as  twenty  thousand 
spectators,  and  the  great 
game  of  football,  which  be- 
gan with  the  Greeks,  was  car- 
ried on  by  the  Romans,  de- 
veloped by  the  British,  and 
perfected  by  the  Americans, 
seems  to  be  indeed  the  king 
of  autumn  sports. 


THE    STORY    Ol-    1^AR^^\I5^'    LHE. 


])V  John    Hknnkit. 

{Author  of  ''  MasUr  Skylnrk.'') 


(  This  iiory  urns  ii-gitu  in  tin-  So-cmhtr  uiimlu-r  of  iqoo. 

ClIAIlIK     XXXI. 

THE    HKLEACUERED    CITY. 


"  I'liLii  1  imist  fire  mine  thrice  as  fast  as  the 
admiral  fires  his.  That  is  not  much  of  a  jol)," 
said  I)e  Vries.  "The  English  are  very  slow. 
And  we  need  reckon  only  eighteen  guns,  for 
half  of   them    will   be  pointed  to  the  opposite 

Meanwhile  the  vessels  of  the  British  fleet  side,  and  we  shall  not  be  there.      If  I   remain 

had  anchored   below  the  Narrows,  cutting  off  in   your  harbor   I   shall   be   taken,  at  any  rate, 

all  communication   between   the  North   River  I   would  rather  go  up  in  the  air,  mynheeren, 

and  the  sea.     The  squadron  consisted  of  four  than  stay  here  to  be  caught  like  a  cow  in  the 

ships,  carrying  ninety-four  guns  among  them,  mud.     If  I  could  send  the  admiral  to  supper 

and  three  companies  of  the  king's  regulars,  per-  with  Jan  Codfish  I  should  die  with  more  glory 

haps  four  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  which  were  than  ever  was  won  peddling  skins  and  cheeses." 

now  added  militia  from  New  Haven  and  Long  But  they  would  not  let  the  brave  fellow  go. 

Island  who  had  joined  the  attacking  squadron  Instead,  they  began  to  lose  courage  as  thev 

at   Nyack.       The  English  colonial   governors  counted  over  the  desperate  odds   against  the 

from  Virginia  to  Maine  had  been  summoned  to  city,  and  began  to  ponder  in  their  hearts  what 

furnish  both  vessels  and  men  to  assist  in  redu-  terms  they  might  get  from  the  English. 

cing  New  Netherland  ;   but,  as  yet,  one  vessel  Now    when    Colonel    Richard    Nicolls   first 

only  had  come,  that  one   from   Maryland,   a  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  city,  he  accom- 

privateer  manned  by  a  cutthroat-visaged  crew,  panied  the  summons  with  an  alluring  proclama- 

and  aught   but  respectable.     Reinforcements,  tion  designed  to  influence  toward  surrender  all 

both  horse  and  foot,  were  flocking  in  by  land  who  were  predisposed    to  peace  or  at  all  in- 

from   the    northern    colonies,   eager   to    storm  clined  to  preserve  themselves  at  the  expense  of 

Fort  Amsterdam  and  to  give  the  town  over  to  a  colony,  and  in  this  proclamation  guaranteed 

pillage.  New  Amsterdam  being  the  richest  port  to  the  inhabitants  safe  possession  of  their  prop- 

upon  the  Atlantic  coast.  erty,  their  lives   and    livelihoods,  on  condition 

There  was  lying  in  the  harbor  a  little  trad-  that  they  submit  to  P^nglish  rule  and  take  the 

ing-vessel,  which  carried  a  battery  of  ten  small  king's  oath  of  allegiance. 

ship's  guns,  and  a  crew  of  no  more  than  fifteen  John    ^Vinthrop   of    Connecticut,   who    was 

men.     Her  skipper.  Derrick  Jacobsen  De  Vries,  with  the  British  fleet,  wTote  also  to  Stuyvesant 

brother  to  a  brave  Dutch  admiral  renowned  for  and  to  the  Burgomeisters'  Council,  at  Colonel 

his  gallantry,  petitioned  the  burgomeisters  that  Nicolls's  suggestion,  strongly  recommending  a 

they  let  him  go  out  to  fight  the  Englishmen.  surrender,  indeed,  advising  it.      But  .Stuyvesant 

"Their  whole  fleet?"  they  cried.  was  determined   to  stand  for  honor  and  duty's 

"  I  have  not  much  choice;   I  can  only  meet  sake,  in  spite  of  the  desperate  state  of  affairs, 

them  as  they  come,"  he  replied.  and  fearing  that  these  easy  terms,  and  the  very 

"  Why,  man,  thou  art  mad!  "  they  said.  prospect  of  safety,  would  undermine  what  cour- 

"  What  if  I  am?"  said  Derrick  De  Vries.  age  still  e.visted  in  the  town,  and  dissuade  the 
"  Give  me  powder  and  men  to  handle  my  ship  timorous  burghers  from  their  showing  of  de- 
while  my  crew  and  I  fight,  and  we  shall  give  fense,  sent  neither  the  proclamation  nor  letter 
an  account  of  ourselves."  to  the  Council,  and  when  they  demanded  the 

"  You  have   only  ten   cannon,  small  ,i,vVr////-  English  terms,  refused   to  make  them  known. 

gen;  their  admiral's  vessel  has  thirty-six  guns."  Then  the  burgomeisters  in  council  demanded 
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the  conditions  offered  them  by  the  enemy  in 
case  of  capitulation.  "  We  have  a  right  to  know 
what  terms  are  offered  us  in  surrender,"  they 
said.  "  It  is  our  hves  and  properties  which 
will  be  lost  in  case  of  assault,  and  ye  have  no 
right  to  withhold  the  terms  that  are  offered  to 
our  city." 

"  'T  is  shame,"  he  said,  "  that  ye  wi.sh  to  see 
terms  liishonorably  offered." 

"  We  are  here  for  our  lives,  not  our  honors," 
replietl  the  burgomeisters.  "  We  would  will- 
ingly risk  our  lives,  your  Excellency,  if  there 
were  the  slightest  hope  of  success;  but  des- 
l)erately  to  rush  a  handful  of  half-armed  citizens 
and  untrained  serving-men  upon  the  pikes  of 
three  brigades  w^ould  be  the  sheerest  madness." 

"  Will  ye  fight  only  because  ye  must,  and 
not  because  your  cause  is  just?  "  he  cried. 

"  Verily,"  they  said  ;  "  we  came  here  to  settle 
and  to  build,  to  trade,  to  profit,  and  to  thrive, 
not  to  fight  the  English." 

"  Turncoats  for  the  sake  of  profit,"  he  said, 
"  are  ye  all  stark  dead  to  honor?  Shame  on 
you,  shame!  Is  there  not  a  man  amongst  you 
within  whose  heart  lives  one  spark  of  the  old 
Dutch  courage?  " 

Then  he  struck  one  man  across  the  mouth, 
who  insisted  upon  submission. 

"  Cowards,  cowards!  "  he  cried,  and  the  froth 
from  his  mouth  ran  down  upon  his  coat.  He 
was  terribly  enraged.  "Poltroons!"  he  cried, 
"  would  ye  sell  your  souls  for  a  pack  of  beaver- 
skins?  " 

But  he  could  not,  by  the  bitter  means  of 
wrath,  reanimate  their  souls,  and  though,  per- 
haps, he  shamed  them,  he  could  not  make  them 
brave.  They  redemanded  the  English  terms 
and  Governor  Winthrop's  letter,  with  continued 
importunities  in  spite  of  his  constant  refusal ; 
and  when  their  importunate  anger  rose  in  op- 
position to  him,  in  a  sudden  fit  of  anger  and 
bitter  exasperation,  Stuyvesant  tore  Governor 
Winthrop's  letter  into  shreds.  Against  this  act 
and  its  consequences  the  burgomeisters  i)ro- 
tested,  washed  their  hands  of  responsibility, 
and  departed  in  high  dudgeon.  And  thus  was 
the  town  divided  within  its  government  at  the 
very  time  when  it  most  needed  inseparable 
union. 

That  day  the  ships  of  the  English  fleet  took 
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a  coaster  named  the  "  Princess  "  as  she  at- 
tempted to  pass  to  the  Navesinks  with  cattle 
from  Long  Island.  They  fell  upon  her  sud- 
denly as  she  lay  at  the  landing-place,  and  very 
quickly  took  her,  with  all  the  cattle  in  her  and 
those  which  she  had  landed.  They  also  cap- 
tured the  cattle  remaining  on  Long  Island,  w'ith 
half  the  serving-men  and  herders,  the  other  half 
saving  themselves  by  flight,  the  English  in 
pursuit.  And  these  were  Van  Sweringen's 
cattle,  which  he  had  purchased  at  the  Brooklyn 
fair  for  the  colony  at  New  Amstel,  and  they 
were  bought  with  his  brother's  money.  That 
same  day,  also,  the  English  overhauled  a  fly- 
boat  from  New  Amstel,  bringing  powder  to 
the  city,  and  fired  a  round  shot  through  her 
mast,  whereat  the  Dutch  crew  rau  her  ashore 
and  fled  into  the  woods,  closely  pursued  by 
the  English  with  hangers,  dirks,  and  pistols. 
The  Dutch  made  good  their  escape  in  the 
forest,  and  came  to  New  Amsterdam  with  the 
news ;  but  the  English  took  the  flyboat  and 
the  powder. 

Then  fear  began  to  spread  throughout  the 
town,  and  the  powerful  and  the  wealthy  began 
to  pack  up  their  goods  and  to  send  them  out  to 
Haarlem,  and  it  was  covertly  reported  that 
Juffvrouw  Van  Ruyter,  the  Secretary's  wife,  had 
escaped  from  the  city  in  the  night,  with  Nico- 
las Meyer's  wife,  and  had  fled  to  the  house  of 
a  cousin,  in  the  village  of  Overen,  for  safety. 
When  this  report  came  to  the  little  burghers, 
they  began  to  say,  "  Ah,  yes  ;  and  this  being  so, 
what  of  us?  The  rich  and  the  great  can  look 
out  for  themselves,  but  what  's  to  become  of 
us?  "  And  Jan  De  Moellin  put  off  in  his  boat 
to  escape  to  his  brother's  house  on  Long  Island. 
At  noon  he  came  back  with  a  broken  head 
and  one  side  of  his  boat  staved  in.  The  Eng- 
lish had  met  him  at  the  shore,  laid  hold  upon  all 
of  his  household  goods,  crushed  his  boat,  and 
beaten  him.  The  whole  Long  Island  shore 
was  guarded  by  English  regulars. 

At  this  there  was  roaring  in  the  streets,  and 
presently  wilder  dismay ;  for  many,  beginning 
eagerly  to  seek  for  opportunities  to  escape, 
venturing  forth  from  the  city  in  opposite  direc- 
tions, returned  even  more  quickly  than  they 
went  forth,  and  in  dreadful  agitation,  for  they 
found  that  the  English  had  established  a  guard 


THE    STORY    OF    ]5AR\Ai;V     LEE. 


65 


at  every  point  of  emergence.  The  ferries  were 
closed,  the  highways  l)h)cked,  the  river-sliores 
patrolled.  New  Amsterdam  was  shut  in  as  if 
surroundi'd  bv  a  noose;  there  wa>  no  getting  in 
or  out  of  the  town  unless 
upon  wings,  like  the  pi- 
geons; they  were  pent  up 
like  rats  in  a  trap.  'I'hen 
those  who  before  had  only 
roared  began  to  pray  and 
to  utter  maledictions,  and 
to  go  distractedly  about, 
wringing  their  hantls,  say- 
ing/'Akickl"  and  "Woe 
is  me  I  " 

Word  came  in  ivom 
Brooklyn  that  the  English 
troops  were  landing  ;  and 
a  fisherman  from  Ciraves- 
end  ran  wildly  up  and 
down  the  strand,  crying: 
"  They  are  coming  1  They 
are  coming!  The  French 
are  coming  with  them  to 
tear  the  city  to  pieces  and 
to  slaughter  us  all!  "  No 
one  could  stop  his  mouth. 
And  it  was  learned  that 
there  were  six  hundred 
New  England  volunteers, 
and  that  it  was  true  there 
were  Frenchmen  with 
them,  and  renegade  pri- 
vateersmen.  Then  the 
Dutch  cursed  the  French 
and  the  English  from 
Connecticut. 

"We  have  shed  i>ur 
blood  for  them,"  they  said.  "We  have  saved 
them  when  they  were  pri.soners  in  the  hands 
of  the  savages,  at  our  own  e.xpense  and  at  the 
risk  of  our  lives;  and  this  is  their  gratitude!" 
And  the  poor  began  to  bury  their  little  valu- 
ables in  the  earth  of  the  garden-plots  behind 
their  huts,  hoping  to  evade  the  i)illaging  hands 
of  the  heartless  soldiery. 

At  noon  the  weather-browned  topsails  of  an 
English  man-of-war  came  rising  in  the  offing 
from  behind  the  Long  Island  hills,  and  slowly 
approached  the  harbor.      After  the  first  came  a 
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second  shij),  hull  down  toward  the  south  ;  after 
the  sei:ond  followed  a  third,  and  stood  against 
the  sky  ;  and  after  the  third  a  fourth  came  into 
view,  just  as  llie  sun  was  going  down. 


ARE  VE  ALL  STARK  DKAU  TO  HONOR?"  SAID  PETER  STUYVESANT. 
'SHAME  ON  you!  —  SHAME !'  " 

IJevond  the  confines  of  the  little  town  night 
lay  like  a  muffling  shroud  upon  the  world ; 
from  down  the  bay  came  now  and  then  the  dull 
boom  of  a  cannon,  rolling  heavily  through  the 
darkness ;  a  fisher-boat  or  two  crept  by  like 
wandering  ghosts  in  the  starlight,  stealing  into 
the  North  River  for  refuge  ;  the  tide  went  lap- 
ping along  the  stones  in  oily  rings  anil  waver- 
ing streaks  of  yellow-green  and  gray. 

Then  at  last  the  ghostlike  fog  that  floats 
upon  the  sea  in  the  hot  days  of  August,  imper- 
ceptible until   the  night  has  cooled   the  damp- 
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ness  into  a  mist,  began  to  clear  with  coming 
(lawn.  There  came  lirst  a  yellow  glare  over- 
head, growing  into  a  l)lueness  ;  the  wind  sprang 
up  ;  the  shores  crept  off ;  the  mist  began  to  lift 
and  to  drift  slowly  over  the  water.  Through 
it  came  the  harbored  vessels,  then  Long 
Island's  rolling  hillsides,  Nut  Island's  green  and 
woody  knoll,  Staaten  Island's  long  blue  ridge. 
The  sun  flashed  through  like  a  lance  of  lire. 
'I'here,  in  the  throat  of  the  landlocked  harbor, 
floating  like  blue-winged  l)utterflies  asleej)  upon 
a  puddled  road,  against  a  sky  so  i)ale  and  a  sea 
so  bright  that  the  eye  might  hardly  view  them, 
with  little  boats  like  beetles  swiftly  darting  from 
shore  to  shore,  lay  the  vessels  of  the  British 
fleet  at  anchor. 

Then  burghers  with  their  wives  and  children 
came  to  the  gate  of  the  fort,  beseeching  the 
Director-General  to  parley  with  the  English. 

"I  would  rather  be  carried  out  dead!"  he 
replied,  and  whirled  upon  his  heel,  limped  back 
to  his  office  with  furious  stride,  and  refused  to 
listen  to  them. 

They  begged  him  to  make  no  resistance  that 
would  bring  destruction  upon  them.    ' 

"To  resist  is  to  be  murdered!"  they  said. 
"  Give  us  the  English  terms,  ^^'e  have  a  right 
to  know  what  terms  are  offered  us  in  surrender. 
Give  us  the  terms." 

But  Stuyvesant  would  neither  discover  the 
terms  nor  consider  the  thought  of  surrender. 
"  I  will  stand  to  it  while  I  have  a  man  who 
can  fire  a  gun,"  said  he,  and  sped  all  prepara- 
tions for  desperate  resistance. 

Hut  disaffection  spread  like  creeping  fever 
through  the  town.  As  they  watched  these  grim 
preparations  for  war  the  burghers  grew  faint 
and  fainter  at  heart;  their  fears  increased  with 
the  flying  hours  and  with  wild  imagination. 
Across  the  bay  on  the  sea-wind  ccMild  be  heard 
the  Elnglish  drums  beating  about  for  volunteers 
among  the  Eong  Island  towns;  from  the  dis- 
tant frigates  of  the  fleet  rolled  up  the  booming 
of  signal-guns ;  bugle-calls,  musket-shots,  the 
shouting  of  the  captains,  came  intermittently 
from  the  British  camps  along  the  Eong  Island 
shore.  In  vain  the  Director-General  sought 
to  reanimate  the  citizens  to  hurry  the  trench 
and  the  palisades,  and  to  push  forward  the 
fortifications.      His  solitary  valor  failed  to  in- 


sj)ire  their  weakening  zeal.  The  response  to  his 
fire  grew  lukewarm.  Their  hearts  had  gone 
out  of  them.  He  was  met  by  complaining  on 
every  side ;  they  objected  to  every  proposal. 
Among  themselves  they  began  to  say,  "  Ah, 
yes;  the  soldiers  will  fight.  It  is  their  trade; 
they  are  paid  for  it ;  they  have  nothing  to  lose. 
But  we,  we  have  our  jiroperty  and  everything 
to  lose  if  the  city  falls,  let  alone  our  lives.  It 
is  folly  to  offer  resistance."  After  that  they 
came  no  more  to  stand  guard  with  the  men  of 
the  garrison,  but  went  away,  and  had  no  more 
heart  in  warlike  preparations. 

Then  the  soldiers  fell  to  cursing  and  upbraid- 
ing them  for  cowards,  and  if  any  dared  to  an- 
swer, beat  him  roundly  for  his  pains,  and  the 
gunner's  mate  struck  Tennis  De  Kay  in  the 
mouth  with  his  dagger-pommel,  and  knocked 
out  all  of  his  front  teeth  ;  and  Port-master  Ellis 
Van  Korten's  son  was  taken  up  stunned  from  the 
gutter  and  carried  home  by  his  father's  men. 

"Pah!"  said  Martin  Kregier.  "We  are 
throwing  each  other  into  the  fire  like  a  parcel 
of  drunken  Indians,  and  the  English  are  doing 
all  the  time.  By  day  and  by  night  they  creep 
upon  us  all  around.  Death  of  my  life,  they  are 
no  sleepyheads!  They  are  eating  us  out  of 
our  stronghold  here  as  the  wandering  rye  eats 
the  wheat  from  a  field.  We  shall  go  like  a 
bursted  bubble." 

Turning  back  to  his  work,  he  went  on  count- 
ing out  new  sheets  of  cartridge-paper. 

The  Enghsh  had  taken  all  the  cattle  upon 
the  Eong  Island  commons,  and  seized  and 
slaughtered  all  the  swine,  and  taken  food  from 
the  burghers.  They  now  were  marching 
through  the  Si.\  Dutch  Towns  with  armed  men, 
horse  and  foot,  with  colors  flying,  drums  beat- 
ing, and  drums  sounding  defiance,  and  from 
the  horse-blocks  declaring  the  land  to  be  the 
King  of  England's. 

Amersfoort,  in  the  Elat  Eands,  Rust- Dorp, 
the  Quiet  Village,  the  French  Protestants  at 
Bushwyck,  and  the  Flemings  at  Heemstede  all 
were  come  into  English  power.  In  New  Am- 
sterdam the  night  was  filled  with  the  sound  of 
shovels  anil  mattocks  as  men  buried  silver  and 
moneys  in  the  earth  of  the  cabbage-gardens. 
The  burgher-watch  no  longer  came  to  the  gates 
of  the  fort  to  report  in  the  morning  when  the 
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keys  of  the  city  were  hrouj^lu  in  by  Captain 
Liulowyck  Pos ;  and  Cors  Hendricksen,  their 
drummer,  would  beat  the  call  no  more. 

"  I  have  not  had  my  wages  for  six  months," 
he  said,  "  and  now  I  sliall  never  get  them. 
What  is  the  use  of  my  beating  my  drum  when 
there  's  nothing  to  come  of  it?  " 

'riuis,  hour  by  hour,  the  strength  fell  away 
from  >tern  Peter  Stuyvesant. 

"It  is  folly  to  resist,"  saiil  the  I)urghers. 
"  We  are  hemmed  in  on  every  side.  The  Kng- 
Hsh  outnumber  us  five  to  one ;  we  can  neither 
run  nor  fight.  We  must  make  terms!"  And 
on  every  hand  in  whispers  they  began  to  say, 
"  Surrender! " 

But  nothing  was  further  from  the  mind  of 
the  Director-General.  Small  souls  with  lower 
aims  than  his  might  suffer  no  great  pain  in  fail- 
ure, but  to  a  soul  like  Peter  Stuyvesant's,  full 
of  a  wild,  fierce  pride,  even  a  prospect  of  abase- 
ment brought  a  bitterness  like  shame.  To 
think  of  yielding  without  a  blow  all  that  he  felt 
himself  bound'  to  defend  was  agon  v.  Know- 
ing humility  nowhere,  except,  perhaps,  before 
Heaven,  it  was  harder  for  him  so  to  humble 
himself  than  it  was  to  stand  fast  to  his  cannon 
and  die  ;  and  to  stand  fast  he  was  determined, 
whatever  be  the  upshot.  He  armed  his  private 
servants,  and  issued  powder  to  them,  and 
made  ready  to  peri.sh  fighting,  if  that  were  to 
be  the  end  of  it  all,  but  to  resist  his  assailants 
whether  or  no. 

The  rampart  cannons  were  loaded,  the  breast- 
works cleaned  and  laden  for  war ;  the  soldiers 
were  busied  all  morning  fetching  up  tubs  of 
cannon-balls  from  the  storehouse  under  the 
bastion.  On  the  fort  wall,  facing  the  harbor, 
the  gunner's  squad  sat  all  day,  making  and 
loading  cartridges  of  gunny-sack  for  the  can- 
nons, with  one  eye  turned  to  the  threatening 
fleet  and  the  other  to  the  powder.  With  the 
readiness  of  men  accustomed  to  obey  without 
taking  thought  of  the  risk,  prepared  to  give 
battle  when  called  on  to  fight,  and  ready  to 
follow  their  leader,  they  attended  to  their  duty 
with  coolness  and  skill  and  a  savor  of  reckless 
daring  that  thrilled  even  the  faint-hearted 
burghers,  foolhardy  though  it  were. 

"  Will  ye  fight  ?  "  one  asked  of  the  guimer. 

"  Fight?  "  replied  Reyndertsen.     "  If  Little 


Peter  says  to  fight  we  will  fight  till  tlu-v  gather 
us  up." 

"  .\nd  do  ye  think  he  will  fight  ?  " 
"If  he  had  n't  a  leg  he  would  stand   on  his 
iiead  to  fight.      The  worse  he  is  oflf,  the  harder 
he   fights.      Dosl   think   this  looketh    like  run- 
ning? " 

Indeed,  it  looked  more  like  a  hornets'  nest. 
Fort  Amsterdam  was  fairly  humming.  At  one 
side  a  scjuail  with  a  kettle  of  lead  was  casting 
musket-balls,  and  turning  them  hissing  from 
the  molds  into  a  tub  of  water  to  cool ;  another 
was  filling  tar-barrels,  and  hoisting  them  on 
poles,  and  packing  the  iron  wall-baskets  with 
pine-knots  for  light  in  event  of  a  night  attack. 

The  gunner's  men  with  timl>ers  and  earth 
were  mounting  three  falconets,  taken  from 
ships  in  the  harbor,  to  cover  the  gate  and  the 
lunette  outside. 

"We  shall  say  'How  do  ye  do?'  to  the 
English.  It  will  be  '  Good-by  '  to  some!  "  they 
said,  with  a  laugh,  and  with  stout  jests  encour- 
aged themselves  to  brave  deeds. 

"  Little  Peter  is  mad,"  said  one  of  them. 

"  And  what  of  it  if  he  is?  That  is  his 
outlook.      We  have  our  orders." 

And  so  they  labored  on.  At  the  talhnv-vat 
by  the  kitchens  a  squad  was  greasing  pike- 
staves,  that  they  might  the  more  easily  go 
through  a  body  and  not  be  detained  by  the 
enemy's  clutch.  Others  were  covering  chain- 
shot  with  rags  smeared  with  niter,  pitch,  and 
pine-tar,  to  set  the  enemy's  vessels  afire  and 
engage  the  crews  with  the  flames. 

"  We  will  give  the  rogues  a  dinner,"  they  saiil, 
"  which  they  will  not  have  to  set  on  a  stove  to 
keej)  warm  until  they  find  time  to  eat  it  I " 

In  the  armorer's  shop  the  forge  was  glowing, 
and  the  armorer  and  his  apprentices,  with  grimy 
leather  aprons  and  arms  bare  to  the  elbow, 
were  welding  new  handles  to  cutlass-blades, 
resetting  the  hooks  of  halberds,  and  with  file, 
chisel,  and  flagon  of  oil  putting  in  working 
order  the  locks  of  hand-guns  and  harquebuses. 

Out  on  the  .square  the  forges  with  coals  were 
ready  to  heat  the  cannon-balls  for  discharge 
against  the  wooden  ships ;  and  the  gunner's 
assistant,  spoon  in  hand,  was  ladling  out  gun- 
powder. 

"  Make   each   grain   of  it    tell,  lads,  as  if  it 
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were  a  charge,"  he  saiil,  "  ami  put  out  tliose 
pipes.  Don't  start  off  to  lieaven  l)efore  the 
KngUsh  send  you!"  \\"nh  which  jest  he 
hurrietl  on  to  the  squad  who  were  phiiting  shot- 
garlands  of  rope  and  twisting  gun-wads  of  hay- 
"  Cut  nie  some  sods.  The  earth  scours  the 
guns,  and  they  will  need  it,"  he  said,  "  for  the 
I)owder  is  foul." 

All  morning  dull  reports  came  down  from 
the  blacksmith's  forge  in  the  valley,  where  the 
gun-barrels  were  being  tested  in  readiness  for 
the  affray.  Two  antique,  moldy  leather  can- 
non, taken  from  the  Swedes,  were  tested  by  the 
armorer  antl  sent  to  the  jjalisades. 

"  Thev  will  stand  a  shot  or  two,"  said  he,  with 
a  grin.      "Then  the  English  may  have  them." 

As  thev  wrought,  his  men  were  singing  the 
song  of  the  old  Dutch  cannoneers,  sung  by  the 
gunners  of  Maurice  —  the  "  Cannon  of  Nassau"  : 

"  IJoom,   [louf,   hoonil      Awakol      I    licar    tlie    captain 
calling; 
The  culverins  are  speaking;  the  battle  has  begun; 
.\    soldier's    death    and    glory  through    the    stricken 
field  are  seeking 
For    the    boldest    anil    llie    liravest.      Up   to   meet 
them,  every  one! 

"The  man  who  holds  his  life  too  good 
To  risk  at  glory's  call 
Deserves  to  take  his  daily  food 
Behind  a  prison-wall! 

"  Hut   where,   through   choke  and   sulphur-smoke,   the 
hungry  cannon  bellow. 
The  hero's  cry  rings  through  the  sky!      Ho,  com- 
rades, every  one! 
'T  is  courage  makes  the  soldic-r,  slinking  cowardice 
the  fellow ; 
And  the  brave  wear  glory's  garlands  at  the  setting 
of  the  sun! 

"  liuom,  jiouf,  boom!   Awake!  It  is  tlie  cannon's  liellow. 

Boom,  boom,  boom !  To  arms !  The  battle  has  begun. 

I  f  courage  makes  the  soldier,  and  cowardice  the  fellow. 

We  will   all  wear   glory's   garlands   at    tlie  setting 

of  the  sun! " 

Thirty  jiounds  of  powder  had  been  dealt  to 
the  cannoneer  to  blow  the  scale  from  the  demi- 
cnrtoons,  which  were  iron  and  almost  choked 
with  rust.  One  of  them  burst  and  hurled  its 
cascabel  over  the  roofs  to  the  Stad  Huis 
scjuare,  luckily  injuring  no  one ;  but  before  the 
smoke  from  the  explosion  had  cleared  aw-ay 
from  the  wall,  the  gunner's  mate  came  from  the 
magazine  with  a  face  as  gray  as  an  ash-pile. 


"  (jod  save  us,  Jan;  we  are  done  for!"  he 
cried.  "  There  is  not  one  fourth  of  the  powder 
good,  and  the  matches  stowed  in  the  bastion 
store  are  soaking  and  green  with  mold." 

The  gunner  ran  to  the  Governor.  "  Your 
Excellency,  get  us  some  powder,  in  Heaven's 
name!"  he  cried.  "The  thousand  pounds  ve 
granted  the  burghers  will  not  burn.  '  It  hath 
lain  for  tliree  years  in  the  magazine,  and  is 
ruined  with  the  dampness.  I  have  tested  it 
all  upon  the  stove,  and  it  would  not  burn  in 
Tophet.  There  are  not  two  hundred  pounds 
fit  for  use.  The  rest  is  utterly  worthless.  Get 
me  some  powder,  I  beg  ye,  to  shoot  my  can- 
non w^ith.  I  cannot  fire  off  the  wind  by  touch- 
ing the  poker  to  its  tail." 

"Oh!"  said  Stuyvesant,  bitterly,  "I  begged 
them  for  some  powder.  I  begged  them  for  it 
long  ago ;  but  they  would  send  me  none.  I 
asked  for  a  sliip,  I  asked  for  men  ;  but,  nav. 
they  would  send  me  nothing.  And  yet  will 
they  hold  me  to  account  if  I  be  overcome. 
The  fools!  and  now  it  is  too  late  for  us  to  do 
aught!      Go,  search  the  ships  in  the  harbor." 

"  Mynheer,"  said  the  Secretary,  "  there  is  no 
precedent  for  this." 

"Then  I  Avill  establish  a  precedent,"  an- 
swered the  Director-General.  "  Corporal 
Evarts,  go  search  the  ships,  and  take  all  the 
powder  they  have." 

"This  is  a  high-handed  outrage,"  said  the  cap- 
tain of  the  "  Eendraght,"  as  the  corporal  came 
on  board.  "  This  is  a  thing  without  ex- 
ample! " 

"  Then  make  an  example  of  it,  and  eat  it," 
said  the  corporal.  "  I  trow  an  example  would 
do  thee  good."  And  he  took  the  Eendraght's 
powder. 

"  But  I  have  paid  my  anchorage,"  protested 
the  skipper  of  the  "  Pauw." 

"Then  pay  it  again,"  said  the  corjioral. 
"  Ye  can't  do  a  good  thing  too  often."  At 
that  the  skipper  began  to  swear.  "  Here."  said 
the  corporal  to  one  of  his  soldiers,  "take  him 
away ;  he  wearies  me  with  his  language." 

So  the  soldiers  took  the  skipper  and  bundled 
him  into  his  cabin,  locked  the  door  on  him  and 
left  him  there,  and  took  all  the  powder  he  had. 

"  Nay,  now,  I  will  give  thee  no  powder," 
quoth  the  master  of  the  "St.  Jacob." 
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"Then,  friend,  I  sliall  liave  to  lielp  myself,"  a  jn'iiefiil,"  lie  said.     "  It  will  not  la.st  two  hours, 

replied    the   corporal,   ealnily ;    anil    when    the  1  must  ha\'e  more  gunpowder.     More!" 

master  objected,  and  it  came  to  a  (lue^tiou  of  Then  i*",\-arts  went  to  the  hunters  in  the  town, 
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force,  they  locked  him  up  in  his  cabin  also, 
and  took  every  grain  of  powder  on  board. 

The  master  poked  his  head  through  the  sky- 
light.     "  I  am  ruined  I"  he  bellowed. 

"Pah!  stop  that  racket,"  said  the  corporal. 
"  We  are  all  in  the  same  boat.  Thou  shalt 
not  have  cause  to  feel  lonely."  Then  he  kissed 
his  hand  to  him. 

But  when  he  came  ashore  with  the  powder  the 
gunner  shook  his  head.      "  Ach,  it  is  scarcely 


and  emptied  their  powder-horns ;  to  the  shop- 
men and  the  Mohawk  traders,  and  emptied 
their  canisters.  Jan  Snetliger,  the  farmer, 
brought  in  fifty  pounds  he  had  borrowed,  and 
Captain  Kregier  twenty-two  pounds  which  had 
been  .set  aside  for  blasting.  Yet.  when  it  all 
was  gathered  together,  and  the  gunner  summed 
it  up,  there  w\as  not  enough  for  half  a  day. 

"  If  the  shooting   begins  in  the  morning," 
said  he,  "  we  shall  run  out  of  powder  by  noon." 
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With  that  he  l)egan  to  grow  graver,  to  throw  leaders  of  the  burgher-guard,  and  to  the  garri- 

back  his  head   and   to  pull  his  mustache,  and  son  kotistabeh  in  fair  shares;   but  he  kept  the 

his  eves  had  a  light  in  them.      He  had  been  in  greater  part  for  his  artillery.    The  cannon  at  the 

lost  {>attles,  and  knew  what  followed;   but  he  palisades  might  as  well  have  been  logs;  there 

was  not  afraid.      AVhat  i)owder  there  was  he  di-  was  no  powder.     The  eyes  of  the  soldiers  grew 

vided  in  parcels  among  the  city  captains,  to  the  grave ;    the  color-bearer  made  his  will. 

(To  be  continued.) 


PLAYING    BARBER-SHOP. 


Tom  has  the  scissors  and  Ted  's  in  a  chair ; 
Tommy  is  playing  cut  Ted's  curly  hair. 
"What  style,  sir?"  says  Tommy,  preparing  to  lop; 
"  Like  papa's,"  says  Teddy— "a  hole  at  the  top." 

Harriot  Breivcr  Sterling. 
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A    CHANGEAIUJ-:    FRIllXU. 


V>\      I'UKOIXISIA     (iAKKISON. 


Aki'ULK  Stands  in  sun  and  snow 

C)ut   upon   the  jiortico. 

I   ne'er  met  one  where'er  I   went 
Of  such  mercurial  temperament. 

He  lacks  repose,  so  I  infer, 

Does  little  Arthur  Mometer. 

But  yesternight   1  heard  him  say, 
"Our  little   Nan  is  nine  to-day; 
Really,  it  seems  so  very  ciueer 
For  her  to  stay  so  one  whole  year." 
"  Now  won't  you  please  explain?"  said  I; 
And  here  I   give  you  his  reply: 


Last   August   1   was  ninety-four; 

This  morning  sixty-eight  or  more; 
And  yesterday  it  seems  to  me 
That   I   was  barely  fifty-three. 

Last  Wednesday,  I  confess  to  you, 

I   was  n't  more  than  forty-two." 


"  You  must  be  older  than  the  sages." 
Said   I,  "to  have  so  many  ages." 

And  then  I  glanced  at  him  —  dear  me! 
He  was  n't  more  than  thirty-three! 


BOOKS    AND    READING. 


A  FICTITIOUS  FOOT.  A     CORRKSPONDKNT     of 

BALL  TEAM.  ji-^.  "  Turgum  "  made  up  a 
team  of  mythological,  historical,  and  fictitious 
characters,  claiming  it  would  outplay  any  col- 
legiate team.      Here  it  is: 


Left  lind.  Mercury. 
Left  Tackle,  Goliath. 
Left  Guard,  Mars. 
Center,  Atlas. 
Rigiit  Guard,  Hercules. 
Kiglit  Tackle,  Ares. 
Right  End,  Achilles. 
(Quarter,  Julius  Cresar. 


l)ecause  he  never  told 
the  truth. 

Referee,  George  Wash- 
ington, because  he 
never  told  a  lie. 

Physician,  yEsculapius. 

Head  Coach,  Lemmuh, 
who   never  was  satis- 


Left  Half,Caius  Maximi-  fied  with  the  team,  and 

nus.  was  good  at  shouting 

Right  Half,  Beowulf.  instructions   from   the 

Full,  Samson.  side  lines. 
Umpire,  Miinchhausen, 

We  are  afraid  our  readers  would  find  it 
hard  to  make  up  even  a  second  eleven  ;  but 
it  might  be  well  to  try.  We  suggest  Richard 
Cceur  de  Lion  and  Briareus  as  two  good 
substitutes  at  least.  But  who  is  Lemmuh  ? 
Would  n't  Stentor  have  been  a  better  choice  ? 
Lovers  of  athletics  might  also  find  it  amusing  to 
make  up  a  team  for  a  tug  of  war.  Certain 
giants  might  be  available  for  this  contest.  There 
are  some  good  ones  in  "  Jack  the  Giant-killer," 
for  instance,  and  there  's  the  Odyssey  one. 

It  may  be  that  some 
young  readers  have  not 
yet  found  out  for  themselves  that  biographies 
(of  the  right  sort)  are  among  the  very  best  and 
most  interesting  books  young  folks  can  read. 
As  soon  as  you  find  yourself  interested  in  any 
character  of  ancient  or  modern  times,  incjuire 
which  is  the  best  life  of  the  man  or  woman  who 
has  excited  your  curiosity  or  aroused  your  sym- 
pathy, and  then  read  it.  Franklin's  autobiog- 
raphy, Irving's  "  Life  of  Columbus,"  Abbott's 
series  of  biographies,  are  all  excellent  to  make  a 
beginning.  The  life  of  C:harles  Dickens  ought 
to  be  read  by  every  reader  of  his  books.  An- 
thony Trollope's  autobiography  is  one  of  the 
most  inspiring  books  ever  ]jrinted,  and  can  be 
read,  with  some  skijjjjing  of  less  simple   i)arts, 
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e\en  by  girls  and  boys  less  than  sixteen  years 
old.  Boutet  de  Monvel's  "  Joan  of  Arc  "  ought 
to  send  all  enthusiastic  young  readers  in  search 
of  the  best  biography  of  the  Maid  of  Orleans. 
A  LIST  OF  HUMOR-  Often  readers  desire  to 
ous  BOOKS.  find  a  book  of  a  particular 

character,  as  a  "  serious  "  book,  a  "  light  "  book, 
an  exciting  book,  or  a  "  good  one  to  put  you  to 
sleep  "  !  It  might  be  convenient  to  have  lists  of 
books  accordingto  their  characters  or  their  efifects 
uj)on  the  reader.  What  fun  it  would  be  to  com- 
pose a  list  of  dull  books,  warranted  to  tire  out  and 
put  to  sleep  any  nervous  and  wakeful  invalid ! 
A  London  newspaper  not  long  ago  printed  a  list 
of  humorous  books  for  grown-ups.  Who  will 
make  such  a  list  for  younger  readers  ? 

THE  "  DESERT  READERS  of  this  depart- 

iSLAND"  BOOKS,  ment  will  remember  that 
some  of  the  young  ])eople  made  a  choice  often 
books  they  would  like  to  take  with  them  if 
"  banished  to  a  desert  island."  A  writer  in  the 
New  York  "  Times  "  makes  the  excellent  criti- 
cism that  such  books  should  include  books  that 
"  helped  you  to  do  some  work  of  your  own."  He 
thinks  that  mere  reading  would  not  be  enough, 
and  says : 

Therefore  the  ten  books  should  include  some  mathe- 
matics within  the  powers  of  the  individual  exile :  this  to 
keep  his  mind  toned  up  and  to  ward  off  sloth  and  irreso- 
lution. One  of  my  little  boys  suggests  that  he  should 
have  a  "  Boy's  Book  of  Sports  "  to  teach  him  to  do  things. 
My  wife  says  he  should  have  a  cook-book.  They  both 
discern  the  fundamental  truth.  The  list  should  contain 
something  to  provoke  and  help  to  actual  work. 

Let  me  state  the  principle  in  another  way.  Self- 
respect  is  an  essential  element  of  hapjiiness ;  it  is  an 
element  of  mere  contentment.  But  a  man  cannot  spend 
his  life  reading,  enjoying,  and  appreciating  even  the 
best  books  and  still  keep  his  self-respect. 

Many  of  you,  as  you  grow  older,  may  be 
sorry  if  you  do  not  keep  the  best  of  your  school- 
books.     You  will  often  wish  to  consult  them. 

Carlvle  says :  "  All 
that  mankind  has  done, 
thought,  gained,  or  been  is  lying  as  in  magic 
preservation  in  the  pages  of  books."     We  all 


THINGS  THAT  LAST. 
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know  this,  hut  \vc  do  not  always  remember  llial 
books  contain  almost  the  only  wealth  that  men 
can  hand  on  from  age  to  ajje.  Kverythin<;  else 
passes  away,  Init  books  renew  themselves  like 
living  things.  Kach  race  of  books  gives  birth 
to  another.  What  else  is  there  that  man  makes 
of  whii  h  this  can  be  said  ?  Remembering  that 
each  book  may  live  as  long  a->  mankind  exists, 
every  writer  should  look  upon  ihc  ( veation  ol  a 
new  book  as  a  serious  res|)on>ibilil\ . 

THE  WOODEN  COD-  WlK'    will    tell     Uswhva 

FISH  iiaiiited  wooden  model  oi  a 

codfish  hangs  in  the  boston  State  House? 
Who  made  it,  and  why  was  it  placed  where  it 
is?     Some  bo\-  or  girl  in  Hoslon  must  know. 

(  JUUENSIUKC,  N.   V. 

1)E.\R  St.  XiciKUAS:  \'our  request  that  the  readers 
of  the  Books  and  Reading  department  should  write  you 
about  their  own  books  pleased  me  very  mucli.  I  wanted 
to  write  myself  and  to  see  what  others  say. 

My  mother  and  I  live  in  two  rooms,  so  there  is  not 
much  extra  space.  I  have  two  shelves  of  the  smaller 
bookcase  for  my  books,  and  I  have  to  put  some  in  a  back 
row.  I  always  hate  to  put  any  books  but  school-books 
in  a  back  row;  I  feel  as  if  it  hurt  their  feelings  and  made 
them  so  sorry  they  were  n't  nicer. 

I  have  only  about  one  hundred  books  of  my  own,  and 
I  arrange  them  according  to  size ;  they  look  so  much 
prettier  that  way  when  they  are  in  the  parlor.  If  I 
could  I  should  arrange  them  by  topics ;  I  like  that  way 
best. 

My  favorite  book  is  "  Jolm  Halifax,''  l)y  Miss  Muloek. 
I  liked  "  Ivanhoe  "  nearly  as  well  till  we  studied  it  in 
English  composition.  I  think  Scott  is  my  favorite  au- 
thor. I  have  eleven  of  his  books,  and  a  paper  copy  of 
"  Lady  of  the  Lake,"  which  we  had  for  elocution. 

I  hope  you  will  publish  some  of  the  lists  of  books,  for 
I  want  to  see  what  other  boys  and  girls  like.  I  will  add 
a  list  of  some  of  mine. 

Your  sincere  friend. 

Lot  isK  P.  Smith  (age  14). 

Remember      the      .\lamo,  The  Pilot,  Cooper. 

Amelia  Barr.  The  Golden  Dog,  Kirl.y. 

Exiles  of  Siberia.  Madame  TheBlackGown,  Ruth  Hall. 

(jottin.  The  Solitary  Summer,  by 
Black  Beautv,  Sewell.  the  author  of  "  Elizabell'i 

Little  Women,  .\lcntt.  and    her    German    Gar- 

Gulliver's  Travels,  Swift.  den." 

Laddie,    by  the   author   of  Four  years  of  St.  Xk  h<>- 

"  Miss    'Toosey's     Mis-         i-AS,  bound. 

sion."  The  Chronicle  of  the  Cid, 
Black  Rock.  Ralph  Connor.  edited  by  Richard  .Mark- 
Fishin'  Jimmy,  Annie  Slos-         ham. 

son.  The  .\ge  of  Chivalry,  P.ul- 
^L^n   Without   a   Country,         finch. 

Hale.  Tales  from  Shakspere, 
The  Prince  of  the  House  of         Lamb. 

David,  Ingrahm.  Robinson  Crusoe,  Daniel 
The  Deerslayer,  Cooper.  Defoe. 


Sharp  Eyes,  Gibson.  .\n  American  (iirl  and  her 

Westward  Ho!  King^ley.  Four   N'ears   at    a    Boys' 

Wild       .Animals      I      have  College,  Sola. 

Known,   Thompson.  Tlie  Schonbcrg-Cotta  Fain- 

Scottish  Chiefs,  Jane   I'or-  ily. 

ter.  Boys  of  '76,  Coffin. 

David    Copperfield,    Dick-  Building  the  Nation,  Coffin. 

ens.  Heart  of  Oak   Books,  iv,  v. 

Last  Days  of  i'ompeii,  l.yt-  and  vi. 

ton.  i,ringfellow's  Poems. 

'I"he  Gold-bug,  I'oe.  Poem->  of  Cabin  and  Field, 

An      Egyptian       Princess,  Dunbar. 

Ebers.  Grimms'  I'"airy  'I'ales. 


MS.  OR   MSS. 


'1'hk  singular  and  plu- 
ral forms  of  the  abbre- 
viated word  "  maiuis(  ript "'  are  the  initials  c)f  the 
two  Latin  words  ///a////  scrif>liim,  whence  our 
word  is  derived.  Of  course,  it  means,  literally, 
written  by  hand.  After  the  introduction  of 
printing,  certain  books  were  spoken  of  as  co- 
dices (or  iibri  impressi),  printed  books,  to  distin- 
guish them  from  codices  maim  scripti.  Most  of 
the  old  and  important  records  found  in  manu- 
scripts and  preserved  in  libraries  have  been 
copied  and  reproduced  in  print,  so  that  we 
need  not  trouble  ourselves  to  decipher  crooked 
characters  or  half-faded  writing.  It  is,  how- 
ever, interesting  as  well  as  very  curious  to  hold 
in  one's  hands  the  parchment  or  half-decayed 
])aper  on  which  the  hand  of  some  great  scholar, 
long  since  dead,  traced  the  story  of  his  day,  or 
wrote  a  poem  which  lives  even  now.  \Vould 
you  not  like  to  own,  for  instance,  the  manu- 
script of  Virgil's  yEneid,  or  of  Dante's  "  Di- 
vine Comedy,"  written  by  their  own  hands  ? 
You  would  be  a  very  rich  young  person  if  you 
did;  but,  of  course,  the  real  originals  of  the 
long-ago  writers  are  very  difficult,  in  fact  im- 
possible, to  find.  I'robably  they  do  not  exist, 
and  certainly  if  they  exist,  no  one  knows 
where    they    are. 

Did  it  ever  occur  to  you  that  books  and 
ships  were  alike?  Lord  Bacon  once  said:  "  If 
the  invention  of  the  ship  was  thought  so  nol)le, 
which  carrieth  riches  and  commodities  from 
place  to  place,  and  consociateth  the  most  re- 
mote regions  in  i)artici])ation  of  their  fruits, 
how  much  more  are  letters  to  be  magnified, 
which,  as  ships,  pass  through  the  vast  seas  of 
time,  and  make  ages  so  distant  partici])ate  of 
one  of  the  other  !  " 

K.   R.  S. 
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NATURE  AND  SCIENCE  J^ 


FOR    YOUNG    FOLKS 

Ediicd  \^y    Edward  F.  Bigelow. 


N  A  1 1  Ki.  will  not  come  ti)  ymi  ;  you  must  go  to  her,  tliat  is,  you  must  put  yourself  in  communication 
with  iier;  you  must  open  the  correspondence;  you  must  train  your  eye  to  pick  out  the  significant 
things.  A  quick,  open  sense  and  a  lively  curiosity  like  that  of  a  boy  are  necessary.  Indeed,  the  sen- 
sitiveness and  alertness  of  youth  and  the  care  and  patience  of  later  years  are  what  make  the  successful 
observer.  John  BtJRROUGHS  in  "  Riverby." 

While  I  enjoy  the  friendship  of  the  seasons  I  trust  that  nothing  can  make  life  a  burden 
to    mc.  Thoreau. 


MR.   AND   MRS.  MAGPIE  AND  THEIR    HOUSE. 

The  magpie  is  too  beautiful  a  bird  to  be  rep- 
resented by  any  of  the  ordinary  methods  of 
engraving,  or,  indeed,  by  a  picture.  The  color 
process  itself  could  not  do  justice  to  the 
wonderful  iridescence  and  fantastic  play  of 
colors  running  from  purple  to  bronze  and  gold. 

It  is  a  royal  i)lumage.  The 
white  feathers  are  so  white  and 
the  black  so  black  and  free  from 
dirt  that  one  must  wonder  how 
it  ever  came  about  that  magpies 
learned  such  tidiness,  especially 
since  they  are  far  from  clean  and 
fastidious  about  what  they  eat. 
To  be  plain,  they  relish  meat 
which  is  none  too  well  preserved, 
and  gladly  pick  at  the  refuse 
thrown  from  the  camp-table. 
liut,  with  all  their  groveling, 
their  faces  are  always  washed, 
their  hands  clean,  and  their  hats 
and  coats  scrupulously  dusted. 
White  feathers  are  so  easily  soiled 
and  long  feathers  so  easily  ruf- 
fled that  we  fail,  even  after  long 
acquaintance,  quite  to  see  how 
the  magi)ie  manages  tokeej)  him- 
self in  such  '' ap])]e-pie  order." 

The  flight  of  the  magpie  is  the 


embodiment  of  ease  and  grace.  But,  you  say, 
they  are  only  well  groomed  rascals.  Yes,  the 
weight  of  evidence  is  against  them  at  times,  for, 
according  to  their  code  of  laws,  "finding  is  keep- 
ing." But  of  men  and  beasts,  and  birds  as 
well,  we  must  consider  the  motive  or  inten- 
tion. Now  you  do  not  suppose  that  it  is  the 
thought-out  plan  and  purpose  of  our  handsome 
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the  brood.  'I'licy  roof  it  over  so  as  to  exclude 
sun,  rain,  and  predatory  birds.  As  an  addi- 
tional protection  for  the  voracious  and  noisy 
young  magpies,  they  provide  a  covered  way 
leading  from  tlie  nest  to  the  outside  world,  and 
it  is  stated  by  some  of  the  best  observers  whom 
we  met  ih;ii  Mr.  Magpie  closes  and  locks  the 
door  willi  ;i  bnrricnde  of  sticks  while  Mr^.  M:ig- 


Mr.    Magpie  deliberately,  wilfully,  and   feloni- 
ously to  steal  ?     Kar  from   it.     He  sees  some 
showy  ornament,  and  having  a  bird's  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beautiful  without  our  knowledge  of 
what  is  right,  he  simply  appropriates  it.      Hut 
one  strangely  criminating  circumstance  is  this  : 
when  a  magpie  has  ''borrowed"  the  iavorite  ol 
your  trinkets,  he  acts  as  if  he   felt   guilt  v.  and 
hurries  away.     Charital)ly,  then, 
let  us  view  Mr.  Magpie's  little 
business  irregularity,  and   con- 
sider it  not  wilful  felony  so  much 
as  ungovernable  admiration. 

He  sees  a  beautiful  thing  anl 
is  attracted  at  once,  while  ordi- 
nary birds  show  no  such  intelli- 
gent a})preciation.  He  takes 
the  tempting  object  in  his  bill 
and  flies  away,  and  the  natural 
ease  and  grace  with  which  he 
fails  to  bring  back  what  he  bor- 
rows seems  almost  human. 

Bits  of  lace,  bows  of  ribbon, 
jewelry,  and  knickknacks  in 
general  suit  his  fancy  particu- 
larly ;  and  if  ever  he  borrows 
any  of  these  from  your  tent  in 
the  mountains,  console  yourself 

for  the  loss  by   meditating  on 
the   fact   that   such    powers   of 

observation     and     appreciation 

are  signs  of  rare  intelligence  in 

birds. 

Notice   also  the  intelligence 

displayed  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mag- 
pie in  the  construction  of  their 

house — for   such    we  may   cal 

their   nest.     They   carry    sticks 

and  limbs  out  of  all  proportion 

to  their  size,  and  cross  and  re- 
cross  and    weave  them   into  a 

mass  so  solid  and  substantial  as 

to  withstand   the   fury  of  wind 

and   storm.     Vou    would    take 

them  for  eagles'  ne.sts.     Those 

seen  by  members  of  the  Fossil 

Field  Scientific  Expedition  in   Wyoming  were     ])ie  is  sitting.    Vou  have  n't  the  heart  now.  have 

larger  than  eagles'  nests,  being  four  or  five  feet     you,  to  begrudge  the  magpie  the  bit  of  ribbon  or 

through.     Within  this  barricade  of  limbs  was    lace  which  he  borrowed  and  forgot  to  return  ? 

the  nest  proper,  lined  with  softer  material  for  Ekwin   Hi.ncklev   Harboik. 


\vvi>Mi.s(; 

CAMP     OF    THE     FOSSIL    FlKLl)      SCIENTIFIC      EXPEDITION      OF     1899     MAY     BE      SEF.N      IN 
THE    DISTANCE.) 
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S  oine-C^JLieer  •Littie'.A.nimal 
tnat'L^ive* under-  Stones. 


In  any  pasture  or  other  uncultivated 
piece  of  ground,  or  by  the  roadside,  you 
may  find  many  pretty  buried  stones,  of  all 
sizes,  from  small   pebbles  up  to  boulders 
many  times  larger  than  a  man  can  lift. 

No  one  who  has  not  explored  would  guess 
how  much  of  the  life  of  the  fields  and  woods 
goes  on  under  the  stones.  Here 
a  multitude  of  little  creatures  — 
snakes,  newts,  snails,  and  many 
insects  —  live  all  the  year  round, 
or  take  refuge  from  their  ene- 
mies or  from  the  cold.  Besides 
this,  these  rocks  form  doors 
which  you  can  open,  and  then 
you  can  catch  glimpses  of  the 
life  of  the  underground  world 
which  goes  on  everywhere  be- 
neath the  surface  of  the  soil. 

If  you  turn  over  one  of  these 
stones  quickly  you  sometimes 
find  nothing  at  all ;  often  an 
ants'  nest,  occasionally  a  colony 
of  snails,  or  sometimes  a  tiny 
snake  coiled  in  a  ball  like  a 
marble. 

Once  in  a  while  you  find  a  glossy  red-brown 
creature  about  an  inch  long.     This  little  fellow 


seems  to  be  mostly  legs,  and  he  scampers  and 
wriggles  away  so  quickly  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  seize  him  before  he  disappears  down 


THE   JILL'S. 

(Has  only  about  one 
hundred  legs.) 


OPENING    THE     "  DOOR  "     TO    CATCH     GLIMPSES     OF    THE    LIFE 
OF    THE     UNDERGROUND     WORLD. 
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sonic  minute  hole.  He  is  often  called  an  ear- 
wig, hut  incorrectly  ;  he  is  really  a  centipede, 
which,   as    young    students    of    Latin    already 


^: 


IHt     CKNTllliUI-;     SEKMS     TO     BE     MOSTLY     LEtiS. 

know  ,  means  ••  hundreci-legs."      But  this  little 
fellow  is  only  a  second  cousin  of  the  foot-long 
centijjede  of  hot  countries,  whose  bite  is  as 
painful  and  dangerous  as  that  of  a  scor])ion. 
This  little  centipede,  however  [Litliobius,  the 
naturalists  call  him),  is  perfectly  safe  to  handle, 

for  though   for- 


very  short  le^s.      Some  yoimg   f(jlks  call  this  a 
w(jrin  ;   but  lie  is  not  a  worm  at  all,  but  a  mil- 
lipede, or  "thousand-legs,"  and  is  called  Jitliis 
by  naturalists.     Actually  he  docs  not  have 
a  thousand  legs,  but  only  about  a  hundred; 
and,  unlike  the  centipedes,  he  has  two  j^airs 
of  legs  on  every  segment  except  the  first 
three.    Unlike  the  centipedes,  too, he  has  no 
jioi^on  (laws,  and  is  n(jt  venomous;  he  is 
a  timid,  gentle  creature  that  crawls  about 
slowly,  in  spite  of  his  numerous  legs.    He  is, 
however,  somewhat  injurious  to  vegetation, 
because  he  bites  off  the  roots  of  |)lants  for 
food;  but  for  the  most  part  he  feeds  on  decaying 
vegetation.     If  you  frighleij  him  he  will  <  (jil  uji 


midable  enough 
to  the  creatures 
of  his  own  size, 
he  cannot  bite 
through  the  hu- 
man skin.  You 
see  how  quick 
he  is,  and  can 
imagine       how 

fierce  and  terrible  quickly ;  but  if  you  handle  him  gently  he  will 
he  must  seem  to  crawl  over  your  hands,  touching  his  short  an- 
thesluggish  worms  tcnna;,  first  one  and  then  the  other,  to  the  sur- 
and   insect 


THE  LARVAL  FORM  OF  A  CLICK  BEETLE,  COMMONLY  CALLKl)  WlKt- 
WORM.  (SEE  LETTER  REGARDING  CLICK  BEETLES,  "BEETLE  HUNT- 
ING-GROUNDS," ON  PAGE  79  OF  NATURE  AND  SCIENCE  FOR  NO- 
VEMBER,   1900.) 


ENLARGED  VIEW  (DRAWN  BY  THE 
AID  OF  A  .MICROSCOPE)  OF  THE  ROIND 
.MOUTH  AND  SHARP,  HORN-LIKE  POI- 
SON CLAWS    OF     THE     CENTIPEDE. 


larvae  on 
which  he 
feeds.  I  n 
spite  of  his 
name  he  does  n't  really  have  a  hundred 
legs,  but  only  fifteen  pairs,  jointed  like  an 
insect's;  and,  like  all  centipedes,  he  has 
only  one  pair  to  each  segment,  as  the  parts 
of  the  body  between  the  joints  arc  calletl. 
Besides  his  thirty  legs  he  has  a  i)air  of  big 
poison  claws,  which  he  carries  folded  for- 
ward, one  on  each  side  of  his  head.  His 
j>rey  he  kills  with  these  claws,  their  wound 
being  instantly  fatal  to  small  animals. 

\'ery  unlike  the  fierce  and  active  cen- 
tipede is  another  creature  about  as  long, 
but  with  a  slender,  round  dark  body  and 


e-- 


THE    CRICKETS   DART    HITHEK    AND    THITHER    IN    A    LIVBLV   MANNER    WHEN 
WE    SURPRISE   THEM    IN    THEIR   COZV    UNDERGROUND    HOME. 
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places.  For  wliile  these  other  creatures  breathe 
by  taking  the  air  into  the  body,  very  much  as 
we  do,  the  wood-Hce  have  gills  like  animals 
that  live  in  the  water.  For  this  reason  they 
are  found  onl)'  in  damp  places.  All  these  crea- 
tures may  be  found  late  in  the  fall,  and  even  in 
mild  days  in  winter,  not  only  under  stones,  but 
also  under  leaves  and  logs.  They  may  be  kept 
alive  through  the  winter  if  they  are  placed  in 
a  box  of  moist  eartli  in  which  grass  is  growing. 
But  earthworms  must  be  included  for  lithobius, 
and  plenty  of  water  for  all.  Some  of  the  milli- 
pedes, when  in  captivity,  will  drink  milk  also. 

All  these  little  creatures  are  very  interesting  to 
find  and  to  watch,  but  still  I  am  sure  that  most 
boys  and  girls  will  care  more  for  their  old  friends 
the  crickets  than  for  all  the  other  queer  little 
animals  that  live  under  stones. 

Edwin  Tenney  Brewster. 


SPIUEKS,  OFTEN    ONE   OR    MORE   CARRYING   AN    liGG-SAC,    HASTILY 
SEEK    REFUGE    IN    THE    SURROUNDING   GRASS. 


face  in  front  of  him,  like  a  blind  man  tapping 
the  ground  with  his  stick.  As  he  crawls  along, 
it  is  interesting  to  watch  the  curious  wave 
which,  starting  behind,  runs  forward  along  the 
fence  of  legs  on  each  side. 

The  lithobius  is  the  only  centipede  which  one 
is  likely  to  find.  There  are,  however,  two  or 
three  other  millipedes  which,  though  not  so  com- 
mon as  Julus,  are  not  infrequently  encountered. 
Like  all  millipedes,  they  may  be  recognized  by 
their  general  resemblance  to  Jiiliis,  and  in  par- 
ticular by  the  two  jointed  legs  to  each  segment. 

Far  more  common  than  either  the  millipedes 
or  centipedes  are  the  little  animals  called  wood- 
lice.  These  are  small,  brownish,  turtle-shaped 
creatures,  from  one  eighth  to  one  half  of  an  inch 
in  length,  and  half  as  broad,  with  long  antennae, 
and  seven  pairs  of  rather  short  jointed  legs. 
Like  the  millipedes,  they  live  upon  vegetable 
matter,  eating  it  even  after  it  has  begun  to  de- 
cay ;  thus  they  dispose  of  much  which  might 
become  ofifensive  or  harmful  to  man.  But  they 
are  very  different  from  the  millipedes  and  cen- 
tipedes, though  they  live  in  the  same  kind  of 


-.    .-^^"^ 


THE  TIRTI.K-SHAFED  WOOU-I.ICE  THAT  OFTEN  TUMBLE  OVER 
ON  I  HEIR  BACKS  FLOURISHING  THFIR  FOURTEEN  LEGS  IN  AIK,  OR 
SCAMI'EK  OFF  IN  EVERY  DIRECIION  IN  A  LUDICROUS  MANNER 
WHEN     WE     SURPRISE     THEM     BY     LIFTING     UP    A     STONE. 
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^"BECAUSE-  WE 
(WANT  TO  KNOW" 


Please  stati-  circfnlly  :ill  dclnils  pcrl.iiiiin^  t<i  the  matter  about 
which  you  inquire.  Fi>r  identifications,  especially  of  insects  and 
plants,  send  the  spciimen  if  possible. 

Please  enclose  stamped  and  self-addressed  envelope  if  reply  is 
desireil  by  mail.  We  have  room  to  publish  only  a  very  few  of  such 
inquiries  and  answers  from  the  yovuig  observers  as  are  of  general 
interest. 

Answers  to  questions  from  parents  or  teachers  will  be  made  only 
by  mail,  in  stamped  and  self-.addressed  envelope. 
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vals  an-  IidIls  wliich 


"liiiUar"  is  iIk'  saiiK'.     Tin-  smu 
i;i>  all  tiic  way  llirmi^li  tlic  sliiil. 

N'liiir  iiili-ifstril  rt-adcr, 

(  iK.MK   Si  l.liltl.NS. 

'I'liis    litllf    aiiini;il    and    its    wcll-prott-^ctcd 
lioiuf    i.>>    commoiiK'    called    a  "sea-dollar"   or 


REAL    FAIRYLANDS. 

If  lairx -talcs  woukl  only  ct)inc  true,  and  we 
cxnild  see  the  interesting  wonderful  plac:es  and 
people,  what  a  pleasure  it  would  be  I  "Tell  us 
the  way  to  fairyland  and  we  will  yo  at  once," 
all  would  gladly  exclaim. 

Some  nature  stories  are  as  interesting  and 
wonderful  as  fairy-tales,  and  the  best  of  it  is, 
they  are  '"honest.  tru]\-,  black  and  bluely.  really 
truly  so." 

The  tamous  iiaturalist  .Sir  [olin  1  ,ubl)ock 
says :  "  The  world  we  li\e  in  is  a  fairyland  of 
exquisite  beauty,  and  yet  few  of  us  enjoy  as  we 
might  the  beauties  and  wonders  which  surround 
us.  The  love  of  nature  brightens  life  until  it 
becomes  almost  like  a  fairy-tale." 

Many  of  our  young  naturalists  are  in  or  at  the 
borders  of  this  tairyland;  I  am  sure  of  it;  and 
if  they  were  asked  how  they  arri\e(l  there,  they 
would  answer:  "Because  we  want  to  know." 
Let  us  keep  on  traveling  by  that  path. 

QUEER    "dollars"    IN    THE   SAND. 

LKIi.WoN,  Mo. 

Df-.ar  St.  Nicholas:   La.st   fall  one  of  our  friends, 

when  in  Te.\as,  picked  up  several  queer  little  objects  on 

the  beach.      I  have  made  a  drawing  of  one  and  I  want  to 

know  wliat  it  is.       The  drawing  is  the  size  of  one  we 

have,  but  they  range  from  three 

quarters    of    an    inch    to    three 

inches    across.      On    the    upper 

f^-i.         :/{  ,        ''\i^    ^i<le,  just  where  the  star  occurs, 

tlie  sliell  —  if  it  is  a  shell  — rises, 

while  it  is  flat  on  the  under  side. 

riie  two  black  dots  on  the  under 

■-ide  are  really  holes,  and  though 

quite  small,  I  could  see  that  there 

, , ,,;.Ai;.         was  a  space  inside.    Did  an  ani- 

Viewofupper (convex) side.  ,„ai  once  live  in  there?  It  is 
about  the  color  of  the  "  white"  sand  of  the  sea-coast, 
and  though  hard,  seems  brittle.     The  design  on  each 


/: 


y 


A  SPECIKS  OF    SEA-fRCHlN,  IN   FOKM    hl.ATTENED  ABOl'T    IIAI.K-WAV 
HKTWEKN     THE    COMMON    SHA-l'KCllIN    ANIJ     1  HE    SANIJ-UOI.LAR. 

"sand-dollar."  The  under-side  oj)enings  per- 
tain to  food-supply,  and  the  rosette  on  the  up- 
per side  contains  the  breathing  organs.  Voiir 
j)articular    species    is    best    understood    if    re- 


THE     COMMON     SEA-URCHIN. 


garded    as   a    flattened    close    relative   of    the 
common  sea-urchin. 


THE    SPOTTED    SANDPIPER. 

AlI-.WTA,  Ga. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  have  been  seeing  for  the 
last  few  days  a  bird  that  was  very  interesting.  I  think 
it  was  a  spotted  sandpiper,  but  I  am  not  certain.  It 
was  about  eight  inches  long ;  the  back  was  olive-gray 
with  black  patches  all  over ;  the  wings  were  dark  gray 
with  a  white  stripe  across,  and  the  ends  of  the  wing- 
feathers  were  tipped  with  white  ;  the  tail  was  tipped 
with  white ;  the  breast  was  white  spotted  with  black  all 
over ;  the  bill  and  legs  were  yellowish.  This  biril  was 
very  interesting  to  watch.  He  bobbed  u|)  and  down, 
and  then  ran  a  little  way  and  bobbed  his  tail  up  and 
down.  When  he  flew  the  white  stripe  on  his  wing  was 
very  conspicuous.  If  you  would  tell  me  what  he  is, 
and  something  about  him,  I  would  be  greatly  obliged. 
Sincerely  your  reader, 

Eaklk  R.  Grkknk  (ac.k  14). 

This  is  evidently  the  bird  most  commonly 
known  as  the  si)otted  sandpijjer.  From  its 
quaint  and  almost  ridiculous  habit  of  bobbing 
its    tail    u])    and    down    it    is   called    "tilt-up," 


So 
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"  tceter-tail,"  etc.,  and   Irom  its  cry  it  is  also         The  oryx,  or  gemsbok,  feeds  on  succulent  veg- 
namcd    "  peetweet."     You    can    find    it    near    etation,  so  that  it  is  able  to  subsist  for  several 
almost  any  body  of  water,  from  a  ditch  to  an     months,  at  least,  without  drinking.     Some  natu- 
ralists  assert   that   it    never   drinks.     You    will 
recall,  as  previously  explained,  that  this  pecu- 
liarity is  i\h()  true  of  the  goi)her. 


webs  on  the  grass. 

Port  Perry,  Ontario. 
Dkar  St.  Nicholas:   On  dewy  mornings  many  webs 
appear  on  the  grass.     How  are  they  formed  ? 

Pkrcv  Whitlock. 

There  are    no    more    spider-webs    on    dewy 
mornings   than   on    any   other   morning.      Tlie 


THE     Sl'OlltU     .sANUlllLl. 


ocean,  and  sometimes  on  dry  u]ilands  and 
woody  slopes.  Its  continual  bowing  and  see- 
sawing gives  it  a  very  absurd  and  laughable 
appearance. 

By  the  way,  have  you  ever  read  that  delight- 
ful little  poem,  "  The  Sandpiper,"  by  Celia 
Thaxter  ? 

He  has  no  tliought  of  any  wrong; 

He  scans  me  with  a  fearless  eye: 
Stanch  friends  are  we,  well  tried  and  strong, 

The  little  sandpiper  and  T. 

seldom,  if  ever,  drinks. 

Shullsburg,  Wis. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  In  reading  Captain  Reid's 
"  The  Young  Yagers,"  I  find  on  page  30  this  statement : 
"  The  student  Hans,  however,  corrected  them  in  this 
belief,  by  telling  them  that  the  oryx  is  an  animal  that 
never  drinks,  that  it  is  quite  independent  of  springs, 
streams,  or  vleys,  one  of  those  creatures  which  nature 
has  formed  to  dwell  in  the  desert,  where  no  water 
exists." 

I  would  like  to  know  whether  he  is  right. 
Yours  truly, 

Allan  Simi'son  (age  ii). 


r'^fi'.-^^' 
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THE    ORYX,     OR    GKMSBOK. 


SPIDER  S     WEB    IN    GRASS    COVERED     WITH     DEW. 

dew  merely  makes  conspicuous  the  funnel  webs 
spun  l)y  the  grass-spiders.  In  each  web  there 
is  a  tube  which  serves  as  a  hiding-place  for  the 
owner  of  the  web.  This  tube  is  open  at  the 
farther  end  near  the  roots  of  the  grass,  so  that 
the  spider  can  escape  if  an  insect  too  big  for 
her  safety  gets  into  the  wel). 

Stand  very  still  by  the  web  and  drop  a  small 
insect  into  it,  and  tell  us  what  happens. 


igoi. 


NAri'Ri;    AND    SCIKXCK     TOR    VOL'NC     l-OI.KS. 
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the  little      earth-star." 

I'i:ai!i'1>v,  Mas>. 
Dear  St.    Nicholas:   I  visited  the  l)eautiful  saiul- 
flliiu-s  of  rofi'in'^  Keai'li,  iu-:ir  lii^tntic  iijil  ( 'ilmici'stiT,  a 


OUR     YOUNG    OBSERVER  S     DRAWINGS    OK     THK     EARTH-STAR, 
OPKN     AND    CLOSED. 

sliort  time  ago,  ami  \vi>h  to  tell  ot'  the  w  (inderfiil  little 
plant  that  I  fouiul  there.  We  were  hurrying  along  to 
get  our  lunch,  when  I  discovered  what  appeared  to  be 
a  sound  ball  of  sand  inside  a  little  brown,  star-like 
case,  nestling  away  in  the  damp  grass  that  grows  so 
luxuriantly  on  salt-marshes.  Stooping,  I  picked  it  up, 
and  imagine  my  surprise  when  a  tiny  cloud  of  dark  dust 
came  out — an  unexpected  greeting.  It  was  a  little  puff- 
ball,  that  wonderful  little  earth-star,  the  geaster.  The 
puffball  is  a  curious  little  thing  indeed,  the  hole  for  the 
"puff"  being  on  the  top,  and  apparently  not  appear- 
ing until  the  fungus  is  ripe.  I  cut  open  one  ancient 
individual,  and  found  it  full  of  a  ilark-red  powder,  caked 
by  water. 

If  put  in  water,  these  strange  little  stars  benil  their 
"  rays  ''  downward.     It  is  a  very  interesting  experiment. 
Yours  sincerely, 

David  Chenky. 

Other  facts  regarding  thi.s  interesting  plant 
were  stated  on  page  747  of  Nature  and  Science 
for  June,  1901. 

BUILDER-BEES. 

Ml'.  AiKV,  rniLAUEi.riiiA. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  In  an  old  window-frame  I  no- 

ticed  a  hole  about  three  eighths  of  an  inch  wide,  which 

seemed  to  get  larger 
inside.  I  cut  off  this 
piece,  and  found  that 
carpenter-bees  had 
been  at  work  here. 
Four  of  them  were 
inside  of  the  board. 
I  kept  one  of  them, 
hoping  that  it  would 
come  to  life,  but  it 
seems  to  be  deail. 
These  bees  resemble 
the  bumblebees  very 
much.       They      have 

(a,  showing  arrangement  I  if  the  cells  and    verv  sharp-pointe<l 


u  nil  which  they  do  their  cutting.  I  made  sketches  from 
the  real  piece  of  wood  and  from  the  bee.  Mama  has 
t:iken  you  from  the  beginning  and  we  h:ive  twenty- 
five  bound  volumes.      \'our  devoted  reader, 

Rl.VMiM)   .\.    Si'AI    1  II. 

'Ihc  carpenter-] )ee  forms  its  nest  in  i)artl\' 
dccavcd  wood,  and  cuts  out  various  aj)artmenls 
for  (k'liositing  its  eggs.  The  littk-  masses  of 
food  in  eacli  cell  are  composed  of  the  pollen 
and  nectar  of  flowers.  The  partitions  are  of 
litlK'  bits  of  wood,  arranged  usually  in  a  spiral 
form,  and  cemented  together. 

There  is  also  a  mason-bee,  that  constructs  its 
nest  of  grains  of  sand  fastened  together  by  a 
sticky  substance. 

Perhaps  some  of  our  sharp-eyed  young  folks 
have  seen  the  tailor  or  leaf-cutting  bee  at  work 
and  will  tell  others  about  it.  What  material 
does  it  use  and  how  is  its  "  house "  put  to- 
gether^   Have  vou  read  about  the  tailor-bird? 


CARPE.STEK-BEE. 


the  food  within  each  cell;   b,  enlarged 
view  of  one  cell.) 

Vol.  XXIX.— II. 


triangular     mandible> 


THE     MASON-BEE     AND     ITS     TUBULAR     NEST,     OF     GRAINS    OF 
SAND,     ATTACHED     TO     A     BEAM. 


GERMINATING  SEEDS. 
In  accord  with  the  suggestions  and  prize  otfers 
in  the  April  number  for  germinating  seeds  and 
artificially  feeding  the  young  plants  in  spring 
and  early  summer,  over  19,000  tablets  have 
been  mailed  to  the  young  folks.  Prizes  were 
awarded  as  follows : 

First,  Donald  I).  Simonds  (age  15),  12  Beeching  St., 
Worcester,  Mass.,  esjiecially  for  novelty — grass-seeds 
grown  on  upper  and  under  surfaces  of  toadstools. 

Siro/tt/,  Ernest  tUoor  (age  10),  1116  W.  Locust  St.. 
.Scraiiton,  Pa.,  especially  for  persistent  care  in  watching 
the  growth  of  nasturtiums  in  soil,  and  in  the  nutrient  solu 
lion  in  gla>s  jars. 

Third,  Gertrude  (irosland  (age  15),  i  Mount  Pleasar.t, 
Aniiside,  Westmoreland,  England,  for  careful  obser- 
vation and  description  of  growing  nasturtiums  on  tufa. 

Extracts  from  these  letters,  and  also  other  sug- 
gestions for  germinating  seeds,  will  be  published 
in  the  early  part  of  next  year,  when  the  subject 
will  have  more  timely  interest  than  at  present. 


'A    HHADING     FOR     NOVEMBER. "        BY    JOHN     R.    BOVI),    AGE    17.       ((.OLD     BADGE.) 


THE    CLOSING   YEAR 

BV   ANOrS  M.   BERRY,  ACE   1 5 

the  western  sky 


Flash  aloii 
Summer  tints  that  fade  and  die. 
Forests  mantled  once  in  green 
Now  in  red  and  gold  are  seen. 
Here  the  streamlet  sparkling  flows  ; 
There  the  aster  brightly  blows  ; 
And  the  goldenrod  in  glory 
Tells  the  same,  the  wondrous  story — 
Summer  's  done. 

This  is  the  birthday  month  of  St.  Nicholas,  and  of 
the  St.  Nicholas  League.  It  is  twenty-eight  years  since 
the  new  magazine  "  for  young  folks  "  first  found  its  way 
to  many  far  and  near  American  homes,  to  be  eagerly 
examined  and  then  more  carefully  enjoyed  under  the 
evening  lamp,  .\nierican  homes  were  fewer  then  and 
farther  apart  than  now,  and  there  were  not  so  many 
things  for  young  people  to  enjoy.  The  arrival  of  St. 
Ni<  iK>i\s   soon   became   the  one  ereat  event  of  many 


lives— something  to  be  looked  forward  to,  and  to  be 
looked  back  upon,  to  be  lived  over  and  over  in  the 
precious  numbers  that  were  carefully  preserved  and 
tenderly  laid  away  until  such  time  as  they  could  be  gath- 
ered into  one  splendid  volume  whose  charm  and  value 
only  grew  as  the  years  went  on. 


{Gold  Badge.) 

Blow,  ye  prairie  Ijreezes,  blow! 
Summers  come,  and  summers  go ; 
Hearts  are  sad,  and  hearts  are  gay ; 
Here  is  niglit,  and  there  is  day. 
So  farewell  to  summer  dear ; 
There  will  come  another  year. 
And  the  goldenrod  in  glory 
Then  as  now  shall  tell  the  story  — 
Summer  's  done. 

The  young  people  of  that  time  are  no  longer  young, 
and  the  treasured  volumes  have  filled  one  shelf,  and  then 
another,  until  they  have  become  a  library  in  themselves. 
Another  generation  of  boys  and  girls  soon  came,  to  find 
joy  in  the  red-bound  books,  and  to  look  forward  to  the 
latest  monthly  addition  to  their  happiness  ;  another  gen- 
eration, and  yet  another  and  still  another.  And  so  the 
years  and  the  volumes  have  passed  along,  and  new  read- 
ers have  l)ecome  old  readers  ;  but  even  the  oldest  of  them 
all  have  not  forgotten  those 
thin  early  numbers,  now 
worn  and  yellow  with  age 
and  much  handling,  that  in 
those  days  of  fewer  homes 
and  pleasures  brought  a 
wonderful  new  light  and  in- 
fluence into  their  early  lives. 

It  is  two  years  now  since 
we  printed  the  first  full  an- 
nouncement of  a  new  or- 
ganization to  be  known  as 
the  St.  Nicholas  League. 
It  was  to  be  a  union  of  St. 
Nicholas  readers,  to  bind 
them  in  closer  personal  sym- 
pathy, to  develop  nobler  \\\- 
ing,  and  to  encourage  talent 
and  ingenuity.  The  League 
editor  had  been  one  of  the 
earliest  readers  of  the  maga- 
zine, and  the  strongest  art 
influence  in  his  own  life  had 
lieen  the  result  of  a  sympa- 
thetic article  on  the  Venus 
of  Milo  in  the  second  vol- 
ume. It  was  his  hope  that 
a  department  might  be  formed  which  would  make  the 
magazine  a  practical  aid  to  those  young  lives  into  which 
had  come  the  wakening  impulse  to  strive  and  to  accom- 
plish. This  was  the  purpose,  and  if  we  may  judge  from 
the  work  and  progress  of  its  members,  from  the  constant 
indorsement  of  their  parents  and  teachers,  and  from  its 
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world-wide  and  ever-increasing  niemhersliii>,  it  would 
seem  tliat  we  are  on  the  road  to  fullilnient.  i.eaj^ue 
plans  liave  lieen  altered  and  modified  from  time  to  time, 
antl  still  furtiier  changes  may  l)c  made  later,  all  w  ith  the 
best  end  in  view.  There  are  some  things  we  would  like 
to  do  that  require  time  — and  many  tliat  rt-qnire  space. 
The  magazine  ha-' 
added  pages  since  thiii 
first  issue  of  twent\- 
eight  years  ago.  It  i^ 
still  growing,  to  keep 
up  with  new  demands. 
By  and  l)y,  perhap>, 
we  shall  have  room 
enough  to  carry  out 
all  our  plans. 


PRIZE-WIXXERS, 

co-MPETrnox 

In  making  the 
awards,  contributors' 
ages  are  taken  intn 
consideration. 

Vkrse.  Gold  badges. 
Angus  M.  Berry  (age 
15),  Logan,  la.,  an^l 
Claudia  Stella  Blouni 
(age  14),  Roper,  X'.  C 

Silver  badges,  Eran- 
ces  Marion  Simpson 
(age  15),  Merion,  Pa., 
and  Teresa  Cohen  (age 
9),   1709  Linden  Ave 

Pkosk 


'  H.\R\KST     FIELDS.  BY    ELIZABEfH    JAMES 


Baltimore,  Md. 
Gold  badges,  Cicely  Mary  Biddle  (age  16), 
Knole  Paddock,  Sevenoaks,  Kent,  England,  Alberta 
Hastedo  (age  15),  13  Admiral  Road,  Toronto,  Canada, 
and  Ruth  B.  Hand  (age  15),  505  JefTerson  Ave.,  Scran- 
ton,  Pa. 

Silver  badges,  Allen  R.  Ingalls  (age  16),  Laprairie, 
Prov.  Quebec,  Canada  East,  Alfred  P.  Merryman  (age 
II),  562  \V.  149th  St.,  X'ew  Vork  City,  and  Henry  Webb 
Johnstone  (age  8),  5366  Magnolia  Ave.,  Germantown, 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Dk.WVI.ng.  Gold  badge,  John  R.  Boyd  (age  17),  705 
X'.  42d  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Silver  badges,  Percy  Jamieson  (age  17),  1423 
Dinman  Ave.,  Evanston,  111.,  and  Katherine  L. 
Low^er  (age  16),  711  Leonard  St.,  Brooklyn, 
X.  V. 

PhoiograI'M.  Gold  badge,  X".  Kellogg  Roes- 
sler  (age  12),  46  Deering  St.,  Portland,  Me. 

Silver  badges,  Charles  1).  Russell  (age  16),  La 
Salle,  111.,  and  Elizabeth  James  (age  13),  St.  W- 
bans,  Vt. 

Wil.l)-.\MM.\I,  PH()'|(i(;k.\1'H.  Eirst  prize, 
"  Young  Sea-gull,"  by  lOmily  Storer  (age  14), 
Winsor  Cottage,  Seal  Harbor,  Me.  Second  prize, 
"  Sc|uirrel,"  by  Rachel  Rhoades  (age  12),  912 
California  St.,  Urbana,  III.  Third  prize,  "Squir- 
rel," by  Clarence  L.  Ilauthaway  (age  14),  1043 
Beacon  St.,  Brookline,  Mass. 

Przzi.K.s.  Gold  badge,  .Mice  F.  Rupp  (age 
13).  359  ^V.  34th  St.,  Xew  York  City. 

Silver  badge,  Scott  Sterling  (age  13),  Law- 
rence, Kan. 

Przzi.E-.v.NSWEKS.  Gold  badges,  Edith  E. 
Vermeulen  (age  15),  Box  73,  Bound  Brook. 
X^.  J.  ;   Agnes  Cole  (age   13),   582  Penn  Ave., 


I'dizabeih,    X.    L;  and   .Mary   Miller  (age   12),  315    .\. 
Grove  Ave.,  O.ik  Park,   111. 

Silver  badges,  Theodore  H.  Dennis  (age  16),  i9oSi.\th 
.\ve.,  Brooklyn,  X.  W  ;  Jessie  K.  .\ngell  (age  13),  414 
Chemung  St.,  Waverly,  X.  Y.  ;  and  lidiili  U.  Carr  (age 
I2\   ;S7  Pid.lirSt.,   Providence  R.    I. 

II  1-.K(  ilS.M. 

liV    <  K  KI.V    .MAKV    HID- 

1)1. 10  (a<:k   16). 

(  (,;>/</  />\i(/j,V. ) 

W  III)  has  not  longed 
to  be  a  hero!  Who,  at 
some  time  in  his  life, 
has  not  pictured  to  him- 
self stirring  scenes  in 
which  he  sees  himself 
dashing  up  the  staircase 
of  some  burning  house 
to  save  the  inmates  — 
while  the  firemen  stand 
aghast ;  catching  at  the 
reinsof  runawayhorses ; 
or  perhaps  achieving 
mighty  deeds  of  valor 
on  the  battle-field  — or 
a  hundred  otiier  things, 
acconling  t')  the  bent  of 
his  mind?  Whohasnot 
longed  for  the  golden 
opportunity  to  make  the 
w(jrld  ring  with  his 
praises,  and  say, ' '  What 
a  hero!  " 

And  yet  if  that  opportunity  occurred  we  should  prob- 
ably be  slow  to  see  it,  and  slower  still  to  seize  it.  For 
if  we  look  at  the  many  heroes  the  world  has  know^n,  we 
see  that  the  brave  deeds  they  have  done  have  not  been 
the  work  of  a  moment,  but  the  outcome  of  a  brave  and 
noble  spirit.  It  is  the  spirit  of  the  hero,  and  not  his 
acts,  we  should  envy.  A  heroic  act  done  for  the  sake  of 
display  and  admiration  is  not  worth  doing.  In  truth,  it 
ceases  to  be  heroic.  Such  motives  fail  in  the  moment 
of  emergency,  where  true  courage  will  stand  firm.  Hero- 
ism never  counts  the  cost  of  the  act.  Love,  pity,  duty, 
and  a  desire  to  right  the  wrong,  are  the  motives  of  which 
heroic  deeds  are  tlie  natural  fruit. 


(SILVER     BADGE.) 
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Siircl)  tin-  l)c>.t  preparation  for  deeds  of  lieroisin  is  to 
do  cheerfully  and  to  the  best  of  our  abilities  our  every-day 
duty  — the  tasks  that  lie  nearest,  dull  and  irksome  though 
they  be,  and  as  countless  in  number  as  the  tiny  particles 
that  go  to  make  a  mountain,  but,  when  well  done,  form- 
ing such  a  mountain  of  heroism  as  shall  be  worth  many 
deeds  of  momentary  brilliancy. 

Such  a  life  is  the  best  preparation  for  the  heroic  act — 
if  the  opportunity  is  given  ;  l)ut  if  it  is  not,  what  matter? 
We  may  well  be  content  with  having  done  our  duty,  for 
wliat  more  can  we  do? 

I  cannot  help  adding  Cliarles  Kingsley's  well-known 
but  beautiful  lines : 

"  Be  good,  sweet  maid,  and  let  who  will  be  clever; 
Do  noble  things,  not  dream  them,  all  day  long: 
And  so  make  Life,  Death,  and  that  vast  For  Ever 
One  grand,  sweet  song." 

THE   CLOSL\G   YEAR. 

BY    CLAUDIA    STEI.I.A    BI.OUNT    (AGE    1 4). 

(Go/(i  Badge.) 


October  days  so  calir 
winged  feet ; 

The  silvered  frost  has 
kissed  the  haw, 
while  the  saucy 
blue  jay  caroled 
sweet. 

The  year  is  aging ;  in 
tlie  wood  a  violet 
lingers  here  and 
there ; 

The  grasses  wither, 
mosses  sway,  and 
the  sc.irlet  trees  are 
growing  bare. 

Ah,  yes,  the  year  is 
growingold ;  agray 
mist  rises  slow. 

To  hang  upon  the  t.ill 
pine-tops  where 
wings  the  weary 
crow. 


iiiiM,    have   Hided    1) 


"  HAKVESI 


Whither   fled  the  soft  south  wind  that  once  did  whisper 

sweet 
Among  the  scented  clover-blooms  that  clustered  at  my 

feet? 

And  whither  went   the  redbird   that   sang    so  blithe   at 

morn. 
When   the  cherries   ripened  redly  and  the  dew  was  on 

the  corn? 
The  cedars  in  the  woodland  are  swaying  to  and  fro. 
And  a  little  rolsin-redbreast  lies  buried  in  the  snow. 

The  autumn  leaves  chased  by  the  blast  have  sought  a 

sheltered  dell. 
Where  in  the  joyous  springtime  I  found  the  shy  bluebell ; 
And   when   the  darkness   gathers   then   the  cold  moon 

will  behold 
When  looking  down  upon  us  that  the  year  is  growingold. 

THE    HEROLSM    OF    .MARL\. 

BY  ALBERTA  BASTEDO     (AGE   15). 

{Golti  Badgt'.) 
M ARi  \  was  a  lieroic  little  girl — so  she  thought.  But, 
as  her  grandmother 
said,  "actions  speak 
louder  than  words,"  so 
I  shall  tell  you  how 
Maria  behaved  wjien 
jiut  to  the  test.  She 
lived  in  the  city,  where 
thereweremanyhouses  ; 
but  it  was  summer,  and 
the  people  living  near 
were  all  away.  The 
Browns  had  been  away 
too,  and  the  house 
closed.  Every  dav  a 
policeman  had  come  to 
see  that  doors  and  win- 
<lows  were  secure.  Now 
the  evening  (it  was  Sun- 
1  lay)  after  theyreturned, 
her  mother  said :  "I 
think  I  '11  go  to  church 
to-night  and  leave  you 
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with  father,  Maria."  Brother  Hoh 
sai<l  he  would  ^o  too;  and  soon 
Maria  was  left  alone  witli  I>r. 
Hrown. 

Tlie  telephone  rang.  It  was  a 
call  for  the  doctor  to  go  to  attend 
a  dying  liaby.  lie  knew  tliat  liis 
wife  and  son  would  soon  return, 
and,  after  many  "  not  afraids  " 
from  .Mana,  kit  the  house.  The 
child  sat  still  for  a  while,  then  be- 
gan to  hdget.  .She  thought  she 
would  like  a  biscuit,  so  went  down 
to  the  ]iantry,  which  she  was  about 
to  enter  when  a  grulT  voice  was 
heard  to  exclaim  from  outside : 
"  .Anybody  at  home  here?  "  She  looked  out.  rHiicatli 
the  window  stood  a  man  with  rather  a  fierce  counte- 
nance. ".Summer  burglars!"  Hashed  across  .Maria's 
mind.  Without  more  ado,  she  flew  from  the  kitchen 
and  ujistairs.  brightened!  Iler  face  blanched  Wkr  a 
sheet,  while  her  little  heart  went  pitapat, 
and  she  di<l  not  rest  till  safely  ensconced 
in  the  trunk-room,  with  the  door  locked 
behind  her. 

The  officer  in  plain  clntlies  left  in  the 
garden  was  on  the  alert.  Window  s  open, 
blinds  uj),  no  reply  to  his  question,  yet 
a  scuffling  of  feet  inside!  He  went  to 
the  front  and  rang  the  door-bell.  No  an- 
swer. .Something  wrong — better  inves- 
tigate! .So  in  he  went.  Through  tlie 
rooms,  along  the  halls,  u]5Stairs,  until  he 
paused  before  the  closed  door  of  the 
trunk-room.  "  Who  's  here?  "  he  shout- 
ed. Still  no  answer.  Maria,  seated  on 
a  shelf,  \\ith  lier  trembling  ell)ow  knocked 
down  a  tack-hammer  left  there  for  some 
inconceivable  purpose,  and  it  fell  to  the 
floor  with  a  crash.  "  What  is  that?"  said 
mama's  voice  at  the  front  door.  "Mama!  " 
called  Maria,  who  had  heard  the  question. 
All  was  soon  explained,  and  the  officer  went  away 
laughing.  But  henceforth  in  that  neigliborhood  he 
was   known    as    "  Maria's   burtjlar. " 


WHY  WE  HAVE  A  CLOSING  YEAR. 

BY  KRA.NCKS  .M.^RIOX  SI.MPSON  (aGE  1 5). 

(Si/Tc-r  B,7</£c\) 

Dll>  you  ever  hear  a  legend  of  the  time 
long  years  ago 

WHien  there  was  no  icy  winter,  no  hail, 
nor  even  snow? 

When  the  little  spring-god  A'ernus  sport- 
ed all  tlie  year  around 

'Mid  blooming  plants  and  flowers  such 
as  now  are  never  found? 

When  the  birds  sang  all  the  seasons,  and 
the  brooklets  always  played, 

.•\nd  children  all  were  happy,  every  lad 
and  every  maid? 

But  this  little  spring-god  Vernus  was  so 

naughty  one  fair  day! 
^Vhy,  he  stf)Ie  the   Elf  King's  scejiter, 

and  hid  it  far  away. 
In  a  lily-cu|i  he  hid  it,  and  with  blades 

of  grass  did  binil, 
And  when   the  fairies    searched   in   vain, 

"  /  can  find." 
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he  boasted. 


I'.iii  w  lien  lie  went  to  bring  it  back, 

iieholdl   it  was  not  there. 
Nor   could   he   find  it,  though   he 
sought  in   earth  and   sea  and 
air. 
I  Inn  in  deep  despair  the  roguish 

trick  unto  the  king  he  told, 
W  lio  frowne(|,  and  said,  "  in  pun- 
ishment,   you,   N'ernus,    must 
grow  old." 
What  's  that?"  ipioth  Vernus,  in 
amaze.     "What     's    that?" 
cried  every  elf. 
but  all  too  soon  the  little  trickster 

found  out  for  himself ; 
l'"orhe  felt  himself  grow  weak  and 
wan,  his  buoyancy  depart, 
L'ntil  his  utter  misery  did  touch  the  Elf  King's  heart. 
So  he  told  the  weary  Vernus  till  some  one  the  scepter  'd 

bring, 
I'.ach  year  the  aged  man  would  ch.ange  intothebaby  spring. 
So  you  all  see  now  why  winter  comes— 

and  let  me  whisper  low, 
Xext  year  look  in  each  lily-cup  wherever 

you  may  go; 
b"or  if  you  should   find  the  scepter,  and 

should  bring  it  to  the  king, 
X'ernus  would  be  a  b<jy  again,  and  there 
'd  l)e  always  spring. 

HEROIS.M    AT    SEA. 

I;V   AM- RED    P.    NfERRY.MAN    (A<;K   II). 

{S//vi'r  Bai/gc'.) 
I  iiiiNK  that  life  at  sea  offers  more 
chances  for  heroism  than  any  other  that 
I  know  of.  This  is  a  story  of  a  voyage 
taken  by  my  two  little  cousins  with  their 
father  and  mother.  My  uncle  was  cap- 
tain of  a  vessel  which  sailed  for  the  East 
Indies. 

They  started  with  the  prospect  of  a 
pleasant  voyage.  All  went  well  until,  on  the  return  voy- 
age, a  great  storm  came  up.  .\  wave  broke  over  the  ship, 
and  carried  away  the  bulwarks  and  all  but  one  of  the  small 
boats.  Several  sailors  were  injured.  The  captain  found 
that  the  ship  was  sinking,  so  he  put  the 
men  at  the  pumps  ;  but  they  could  not 
keep  the  water  down.  Then  the  captain 
ordered  the  one  remaining  boat  to  be 
lowered  into  the  water  with  two  sailors 
ill  it. 

The  steward,  my  aunt,  my  cousins,  the 
injured  men,  and  the  captain  were  low- 
ned  into  the  boat  by  means  of  a  bowline. 
The  ca]itain  wante<l  the  mate  to  come 
into  the  l)oat  also.  The  mate  was  the 
ia])tain's  brother-in-law,  a  young  man 
of  about  twenty-one,  and  making  his  first 
voyage  as  mate.  I  am  sure  you  will 
think,  as  I  do,  that  he  w.as  very  heroic 
when  I  tell  you  that  he  refused  to  leave 
the  shi]i,  saying  that  it  was  his  duty  as 
first  officer  to  stand  by  the  ship  until  the 
last  moment.  They  made  a  raft  so  that 
at  the  last  moment  if  they  could  save 
themselves  they  would.  They  were  to 
send  up  a  rocket  every  half-hour  to  let 
those  in  the  boat  know  they  were  safe. 
The  rockets  went  up  regularly  until  three  o'clock. 
\o  rocket  went   up  then,  and  those  in  the  boat  feared 
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that  tlic  sliip  liail  gone  tlown.  In  tlie  morning  the  sliip 
was  nowhere  to  he  seen,  or  the  raft  either,  so  that  tliey 
knew  that  tlie  l)rave  young  man  and  those  witli  him 
were  lost.  This  made  those  in  the  rowboat  so  sad  that 
they  did  not  have  mueh  enthusiasm  about  saving  tlieir 
own  lives  ;  they  drifted  about  for  three  days,  and  mean- 
while their  provisions  were  getting  pretty  low. 

On  the  third  day  they  were  picked  up  by  a  French 
steamer  bound  for  Havre.  Then  they  took  a  steamer 
home.  You  may  be  sure  the  ch.ildren  never  forgot  this 
dreadful  voyage. 

THE    HEROISM    OF    MATILDA. 
Illustrated  by  the  Author. 

BY  KITH  li.   HAND  (Ac;k   1 5). 

{Gold  Badi^'c.) 

Matilda  was  six  and  chubby.  Three  days  agoMatilda 
had  walked  proudly  up 
from  the  kindergarten 
and  had  taken  a  seat  in 
"  school."  "  School  " 
was  a  wildly  exciting 
place  to  Matilda, so  much 
so  that  sometimes  she 
would  sit  and  gaze  enrap- 
tured at  the  reciting  class, 
forgetful  of  lessons,  until 
Miss  Kate,  the  teacher, 
would  gently  remark, 
"Matilda,"  when  Matil- 
da's pink  cheeks  woul' 
grow  pinker  and  she 
would  obediently  fasten 
her  eyes  on  her  primer. 

Hut  yesterday  a  terri- 
ble thing  had  happened. 
The  boy  next  her  h 
spoken  "  right  out  loud" 
in  class  and  said,  "Miss 
Kate,  Teddy  Jones  's 
whisperin'." 

Miss  Kate  had  looked 
very  severe  and  had  told 
Harry  sharply  not  to  tell 
tales.  What  a  terrible 
thing  it  must  be  to  tell  tales  and  have  Miss  Kate  speak 
to  you  like  that!      Matilda  writhed  at  the  thought. 

Matilda  was   pondering   upcm  all   these  things  while 


MATILDA.       (SEE     STORY.) 


making  numbers  on  a  slate.  .She  was  at  eigiit  now,  and 
toiling  laboriously,  making  first  one  little  o  and  then 
another  on  top  of  it,  when  — 

"Ouch!"  groaned  Matilda  inwardly. 

There  was  a  sliarp  pain  in  the  Ijack  of  her  neck.  .She 
moved  cautiously  to  the  end  of  her  seat,  but— there  it 
was  again,  this  time  in  her  shoulder.  Cirasping  her 
jilump  shoulder  in  her  plump  hand,  she  slid  to  the  other 
end  of  the  seat.  Vain  hope!  The  pain  went  to  the 
other  shoulder.  Matilda  bent  flat  upon  her  desk,  her 
eyes  smarting  and  her  cheeks  hot  with  agony,  and  as  the 
pain  renewed  itself  in  her  back  she  slid  about  on  her  seat 
quite  recklessly.    Miss  Kate  looked  at  her  wonderingly. 

"  Can't  you  sit  still,  Matilda?  " 

"  Yes  'm,"  replied  Matilda,  obediently,  and  sat  up, 
with  her  eyes  on  the  slate. 

There  was  no  peace  for  Matilda,  however,  and  the  tor- 
tureljegan again  ;  but  thistimeMatildasat  silentandquiet, 
till  at  last  two  big  tears  rolled  down  her  plump  cheeks. 

"Why,  what  is  the  matter,  childie? "  asked  Miss 
Kate,  coming  over  to  her. 

Matilda  l)owed  her  head  and  wept. 

"  Oh-h,"  she  wailed  hopelessly,  "  I  did  n't  want  to 
tell  a  ta-ale,  but  somebody  's  been  stickin'  pins  into  me  I  " 

THE   CLOSING    YEAR. 

BY  TERESA  COHE.Y  (AGE  9). 

{Silver  Badge.) 
The  fire  liurns  bright  on  the  hearthstone, 

The  cold  chilling  winds  we  now  fear; 
They  moan  and  sigli  in  tree-tops,  for 

'T  is  the  time  of  the  closing  year. 
The  leaves  lose  all  their  bright  colors, 

The  landscape  is  dim,  brown,  and  drear ; 
The  birds  have  flown  to  the  warm  south,  for 

'T  is  the  time  of  the  closing  year. 
The  grass  dies  from  the  chill  of  winter. 

The  meadow  is  bare,  brown,  and  sear ; 
The  snow  falls,  a  blanket  to  cover 

The  dying,  the  closing  year. 

NOT   A    GREAT    HERO. 

(.7   l'ri(e  Ghost  Story.) 

1!Y  AI.LEN    K.    I.NGALLS  (AGE   16). 

( Silver  Badge. ) 
To  understand  this  story,  you  must  know  we  were 
living  in  the  little  French  village  of  Ste.  Marie,  in  a  new 


igoi.l 
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house  that  was  built  on  to  a  very  <>Iil  one.  'I'hcy  liuth 
bclongetl  to  tlie  same  man,  a  Dr.  Heaucham]),  anil  there 
was  a  door  lietween  the  two  liouses. 

My  niotlier,  wlien  she  was  young,  liad  hoarded  and 
studied  Frcncli  in  tliis  old  house.  'I'herefore  she  had  an 
interest  in  it,  and  tlie  lamllord  havini;  i^iven  her  permis- 
sion to  look  it  over  whenever  she  w  ished,  my  father  had 
unfastened  the  door  leading  from  our  house  into  tlie  old 
one,  whieh  was  uninhaliited  save  for  an  old  l*"renchman 
who  had  recently  rented  the  cellar  to  store  wine  in. 

One  dark  and  dismal  afternoon  in  Novend)er  it  oc- 
curred to  me  that  I  should  like  to  ex])lore  the  house, 
which  was  full  of  nooks  and  corners  and  mysterious 
cupboards,  .^o  I  opened  the  door  with 
some  little  dil'ticuhy  and  walked  in.  I 
went  upstairs  ami  began  hunting  round 
to  see  what  1  could  tind  in  the  shape  of 
hidden  treasures  and  old  newspapers, 
which  would  be  equally  accejitable. 

Now  a  small  boy  in  an  empty  house 
on  a  dark  tlay,  and  all  alone,  is  bound 
to  get  nervous  after  a  while,  so  T  was 
soon  tired  and  came  downstairs.  Then 
I  thought  I  should  like  to  liave  a  look 
at  the  kitchen,  which  was  joined  to  the 
tlining-room  by  folding-doors,  before 
I  went  home.  Having  looked  around 
and  seen  nothing  in  particular,  I  went 
into  the  other  room.  I  had  just  got  in 
when  I  heanl  somebody  begin  sweep- 
ing the  kitchen.  Not  having  seen  any 
one  there,  I  was  considerably  surprised,  and  turning 
rounil,  I  looked  l)ack;  but  the  room  was  empty.  I  felt 
my  hair  rise,  and  could  not  move  a  muscle,  for  there  was 
that  unearthly  sweeping  going  on  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor!  And  then  it  stopped,  and  began  again  in  the 
dining-room.    The  sweeper  had  gone  right  through  me. 

Tluti  I  found  my  feet  and  started  away,  thinking, 
"  That  's  old  Mrs.  Beauchamp's  ghost  cleaning  her 
house,"  and  if  I  did  not  run  it  was  tlie  next  thing  to  it. 
I  hurried  home  and  got  a  glass  of  water  to  quiet  my 
nerves,  and  then  the  explanation  occurred  to  me.  // 
was  the'  old  man  i/tnc/i  cellar  si.veepiug  his  ceiling! 

THE    CLOSING    VK.VR. 

HY  ri.KASAlNCE  BAKER  (AGE   I4). 

The  spangled  sapphire  dome  of  night  above, 

The  shadows  of  the  trees  like  lace  below ; 
Ans'ring  the  silv'ry  luster  of  the  moon. 

Comes  a  soft  gleam  from  the  first-fallen  snow. 
The  year  draws  to  its  close ;  soon  't  will  be  gone. 

Clone  where?     Down  the  lont:  roadwav  of  the  past 
Whence  nothing  can  return, 
which  stretches  back 

To  darkness,  and  is  lost 
from  view  at  last. 

\\\\\    mourn    for    pleasures 
passing       with      the 
year  ? 
Look  to  the  future.    Hope 

that  she  may  hold 
Pleasures  just  as  sweet  as 
those  gone  by, 
Happiness  as  great  as  that 
of  old. 

What  does  it  matter  how  man 
counts  the  time? 
The  moon  still  shines,  each 
star  still  sends  its  ray  ; 


The  round  earth  changes  not  her  wliirling  course, 

The  darkness  still  is  followed  by  the  liay. 
.\nd  llmugh  the  year  will  be  no  more,  in  name. 
Nature  and  her  (iod  are  still  the  same. 

THK    Cl.nsiNC     \l.\k. 
i:v   iiiAVik  Anwis  sMiiii  (a<;f.  11). 

TllK  goldenrod  i^  blooming, 

'{"lie  leaves  .are  beginning  t<>  fall; 

Jack  Frost  will  soon  be  coming 
To  answer  winter's  call. 


X'acation  days  are  ended, 

.■\gain  we  meet  at  school ; 
Instead  of  using  the  golf-stick. 

The  school-book  is  our  tool. 

And  when  we  have  coasting  and  sleigh- 
ing, 

.\n<l  ffiotball  and  tennis  are  done. 
We  '11  think  that  the  close  of  the  year 

Is  the  time  to  have  the  most  fun. 

but  I  'm  sure  that  when  Christmas  is 
over, 
.\nd  the  New  Year  has  begun. 
We  '11  all  give  a  willing  hurrah 

For  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and 
one. 


TIlK     TkUK    STORY    OF    A    11RA\  !•;    WOMAN. 

1!V   HENRY  WEBB  JOH.NSTO.NK  (AGE  8). 

( Silver  Badge. ) 

More  than  a  hundred  years  ago,  a  man  and  his  wife, 
with  their  three  children,  lived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Susciuehanna  River,  right  among  the  Indians.  The 
Indians  that  lived  near  them  never  hurt  them.  There 
was  one  Indian  princess  that  they  loved  very  much, 
named  Queen  Esther.  Whenever  Queen  Esther  was 
sick  these  people  would  send  her  medicine  and  jam. 

One  day  the  father  got  a  letter  saying  that  he  must 
come  and  helji  fight  the  French.  Now  the  French  had 
asked  the  Indians  to  help  fight  the  English.  The  In- 
dians said  they  would.  One  night,  about  two  weeks 
after  the  father  had  gone,  his  wife  was  cooking  supper, 
when  Queen  Esther  came  in.  She  took  the  bal)y  in  her 
arms  and  sang  it  to  sleep,  as  she  had  often  done  l)efore. 
Then  she  came  up  to  the  mother  and  said  in  alow  voice, 
"Red  man  coming  to-night;  gf>ing  burn  house;  kill 
you,  kill  children  "  ;  and  she  pointed  to  the  log  raft  that 
was  used  to  haul  things  from  one  jdace  to  anntlier. 
Tlifii  Qnct-ii  b'sthcr  w  i-iit  out  intu  tlie  dnrk. 


'NOVEMUEK."       IIV     HARRY     liAKNES,     AGK     IJ 
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"  A     HEADING     FOR     NOVEMBER. 
BV     KATHERINE     L.     LOWER,     AGE     l6.       (SILVER     BADGE.) 

The  brave  woman  knew  that  there  was  no  time  to  lose. 
So  she  anil  her  two  boys  began  to  put  some  things  on 
the  raft :  one  bed,  two  cows  to  give  them  milk,  a  dog, 
some  pictures,  and  a  few  other  things.  Then  they  got  on 
the  raft,  and  it  floated  down  the  river.  All  night  the 
brave  mother  was  watching  for  fear  that  the  raft  would 
upset,  .\bout  midnight  one  of  the  cows  got  restless  and 
fell  over.  The  cows  were  tied,  and  so  when  it  fell  over 
it  pulled  the  raft  over  too,  and  the  mother  had  to  cut  the 
rope  and  let  the  cow  into  the  water.  In  the  morning 
they  were  very  near  the  village  of  Harris's  Landing, 
where  they  were  safe. 

The  father  died  soon  after  the  war,  and  later  on  the 
mother  married  an  English  minister,  and  their  child  was 
my  great-great-grandma,  and  she  was  the  first  white 
child  born  in  Harrisburg,  Pa.  Her  mother  went  back  to 
her  old  home  afterward,  and  found,  sure  enough,  it  had 
been  burned  down.  They  never  saw  Queen  Esther  again. 

THE    CLOSING   YEAR. 

BY  DOROTHY  WADSWORTH  (AGK   I4). 

The  fading  flowers  whisper, 
"  We  are  going  to  die ; 
Dead  and  sad  and  worthless, 
On  the  ground  we  lie." 

The  snow  has  spread  a  carpet ; 

White  and  thick  it  lies 
On  the  trees  and  housetops, 

Fallen  from  the  skies. 


TOM.MY   ATKINS,    HERO. 

BY  ELISABETH  SCHEl.L  (ACE  16). 

"I  'm  not  afraid  of  anything!  "  cried  little  Tommy 
Atkins,  strutting  proudly  up  and  down  the  path.  "  You 
an'  me  '11  go  right  over  to  that  meadow,  an'  I  '11  kill  that 
bull  with  i)apa's  gun.  He  's  an  awful  bull,  frightenin' 
sister  sick.  He  deserves  to  be  shot!  An'  when  he  's 
dead,  we  '11  go  home,  an'  wim't  our  folks  be  proud  of  us! 
An'  Jane  '11  say,  '  I  always  said  that  dear  boy  was  a 
hero!  '  Come  on,  Daisy!  I  'm  goin'  to  climb  that 
fence  right  away!  " 

"Oh,  Tommy,    I   'm  sort  of  scared!  "  cried    Daisv, 


'-^  **=—■  iggling  nervously  and  wrapping  her  fat  arms  in  her 
apron.  "  S'pose  he  chews  us  up  before  you  shoot  him! 
Then  we  'd  be  dead  an'  have  a  fun'ral  like  Addie  Miller's. 
I  'm  really  scared  to  go  right  away.  Tommy  dear  "  ;  and 
Daisy  plumped  herself  on  a  low  stone  and  looked  ap- 
pealingly  at  her  heroic  brother. 

"  He  does  look  fierce,"  replied  Tommy,  reflectively; 
"  p'rhaps  we  'd  better—  But  I  'm  a  man,  the  son  of  a 
soldier!  I  ain  t  'fraid  of  a  bull!  If  you  're  'fraid,  stay 
here,  an'  I  "11  go  alone." 

In  spite  of  Daisy's  tearful  remonstrances.  Tommy 
manfully  shouldered  his  gun  and  trudged  up  to  the 
bars. 

Carefully  depositing  the  gun  on  the  other  side,  he 
crept  under  the  fence  and  boldly  shook  his  fist  at  the 
advancing  l)ull. 

"Oh,  Tommy,  you  '11  be  killed!  Run!  Run!" 
wailed  Daisy  from  the  path. 

"  Go  back!  "  shouted  Tommy,  waving  his  cap  at  the 
rapidly  advancing  bull,  who,  with  savage,  rolling  eyes 
and  kicking  heels,  presented  a  fierce  and  terrifying  ap- 
pearance to  the  friglitened  children. 

"  Run,  Tonnny,  run!  "  criedpoor  Daisy,  wildly  wring- 
ing her  hands. 

"  I  'm  runnin',"  gasped  Tommy,  dropping  the  gun  and 
rolling  under  the  bars. 

Picking  himself  up,  he  dashed  across  the  lawn  anil  up 
the  piazza  ste])s,  little  I  )aisy  stumbling  after  him.  Rush- 
ing across  the  hall  and  into  the  parlor  where  his  mother 
was  sitting,  the  tearful,  disheveled  hero  cast  himself  upon 
her,  and  burying  his  dirty  face  in  her  clean  cambric 
ruffles,  wailed,  "  Oh,  mama,  I  did  n't  kill  him!  I 
did  n't!  I  was  'fraid!  An'  I  ought  to  be  brave  'cause 
I  'm  a  soldier's  son,  but  I  'm  not  brave!  I  'm  not  a 
big  man!  I  'in  not  a  hero!  I  ain't  anything  great 
't  all!      I  'm  only  a  soldier's  little  boy." 


THE    CLOSING   YEAR. 

BY  MARGERY  BENNETT  (AGE   I4). 

The  year  is  slowly  waning. 

The  days  are  dark  and  drear ; 
The  sky  is  now  a  leaden  gray. 

And  it  was  once  so  clear. 
The  trees  have  lost  their  emerald  hue, 

.\nd  now  they  leafless  stand, 
While  people  throng  the  busy  streets, 

With  Christmas  near  at  hand. 
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TIIK    TOYS'    LAMRNT    KOR    MTIII-: 

150V    HLLK. 

(S.ujii,-/  /o  ''Little  Boy  /Uiu:'') 

HY    MAkJoklK   MCIVKR   (ACK    U    WHEN    WRIIIKN). 

"  Time  was  when  we  both  were  (|uite  clean  and  new, 

And  never  had  known  a  tear ; 
But  that  was  tlie  time  when  Little  Hoy  IMiie 

Kissed  us  ami  put  us  lierel 
And  he  bade  us  wait  till  he  came  to  pftiy, 

And  not  to  make  any  noise, 
And  mutely  we  promised  that  we  'd  obey  ; 

And  we  /iti'r,"  say  the  little  toys. 
"  We  have  waited  for  hours  and  for  years,"  say  they, 
"With  life  at  its  afternoon, 
Without  moving  an  inch  while  time  flies  away  ; 

Then  surely  he  's  coming  siion. 
For  years  we  have  waited  for  Little  Hoy  Blue, 

Each  in  his  same  old  place. 
Longing  to  hear  him  laugh  and  coo, 

lA>tightg  to  see  his  face! 
Perhaps  he  has  gone  forever  and  aye 

An(i  forgotten  his  little  toys, 
Hap]iy  perchance  in  childi.sh  play 

With  hundreds  of  other  boys! 
Perhaps  he  has  flown  to  a  farther  shore 

Where  angels  and  cherubs  play. 
It  is  growing  late,  and  he  comes  no  more, 

And  we  're  tired  and  old,"  say  they. 

A   CRUSADER    HERO. 

HY  AI.HERTA  ELEANOR  ALEXANDER  (AGE  9). 

L\'  an  ancient  town  —  almost  in  ruins,  in  fact — there 
was  a  monument  of  a  St.  Bernard  ilog.  And  in  that 
same  old  town,  on  a  warm  afternoon,  a  scliool-boy 
mounted  the  winding  staircase  that  led  to  the  top  of 
the  monument,  and  tiiere  sat  down  and  looked  at  the 
dog.  And  then — and  then  — and  then  the  dog  came 
down  from  his  pedestal,  and  placed  his  paw  in  the 
boy's  hand. 

"  I  don't  know  your  name,  but  I  '11  say  gooil  morning. 
I  'm  generally  called  the  Crusader  Dog,  and  I  will 
tell  you  my  history.  I  lielonged  to  the  Count  of  Poitiers, 
the  brother  of  St.  Louis.  My  master  had  a  most  beau 
tiful  wife,  who  loved  him  so  much  that  she  came  with 
him  to  the  war;  but  the  count  thought  it  was  too  risky 
to  let  her  go  about  with  him,  so  he  left  her  at  a  small 
fortress,  with  me  as  a  comi:)anion.  While  we  were  stay- 
ing in  this  fortress  my  mistress  bore  a  baby  boy,  and 
when  it  was  just  a  week  old  we  were  besieged  by  the 
enemy.      At  last  one  night  the  enemy  gained  the  upper 


hand,  and  my  mistress  and  \,  with  the  baby,  managed  to 
sli|i  away,  for  confusion  reigned  everywhere,  and  took 
the  direction  that  we  thought  the  army  was  in.  About 
sunrise  my  mistress  grew  very  weary,  and  when  she 
could  hold  out  no  longer,  she  took  the  sleeping  babe, 
wrajiped  it  in  her  shawl,  tied  it  round  my  neck,  ba<le  me 
go  to  my  master,  and  fell  to  the  ground.  After  I  had 
trotted  on  for  a  long,  long  time,  I  got  so  faint  and  tired 
that  I  felt  I  could  not  hold  out  much  longer;  but  at  that 
moment  I  saw  the  glitter  of  an  army  in  the  distance. 
Taking  heart,  therefore,  I  limped  on,  and  at  last  reached 
the  advance-guard,  which  my  master  commanded;  and 
with  a  b.ark  of  joy  I  fell  at  his  feet.  When  the  count 
recovered  from  his  surprise  he  untied  the  bundle,  and 
what  was  his  astonishment  to  fm<l  a  sleeping  liabe! 
My  master  fetched  me  water,  but  it  was  too  late.  I 
staggered  up  to  him,  licked  his  hand,  and  fell  — dea<l!  " 
And  then  — and  then  the  boy  awoke  and  found  that 
it  was  only  a  dream ;  but  he  thought  it  was  the  most 
interesting  dream  he  had  ever  had. 

WH.Vr    I    SAW    FROM    MV    WlXDnW. 

HY    HELEN    WALL    (AGE    lO). 

I  STOOD  and  watched  at  my  window 
At  the  robin  making  its  nest 
\Vith  the  twigs  and  hairs  from  the  fence, 
And  how  she  made  it  so  neatly, 
\Vhich  no  human  hand  could  make. 
And  weave  it,  and  bind  it  so  strong. 

But  soon  as  I  looked  again,  a  long  time  after, 
I  looked,  and  what  do  you  think  I  saw? 
There  in  the  nest  I  had  watched  were  six  tiny  eggs. 
But  robin  could  not  spare  one  —  no,  not  one. 

For  you  know  they  were  her  dearest  and  her  best. 

But  eggs  were  not  long  to  be  seen, 

For  a  sudden  change  came  over  them  all. 

Soon  I  saw  fly  from  the  nest 

Six  tiny  birds,  mother  and  all. 

Then  soon  I  saw  from  my  window- 
Six  strong  birds,  healthy  and  wise. 
Fly  to  the  fair  South 
To  enjoy  summer's  sun  and  exercise. 

HEROISM. 

BY  CECIL  WILLLAMS  (AGE    1 5). 

W^ttAi'  is  a  hero?  He  is  one  who  for  a  good  cause 
risks  life  or  limb,  who  sacrifices  his  own  good  for  the 
benefit  of  others,  who  endures  adversity  with  patience 
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ami  without  evil  intent  to- 
ward the  cause  of  it.  Such 
a  man  is  a  hero. 

There  are  many  who  en- 
danger themselves  either 
from  rashness  or  fear  of 
ridicule,  and  thereby  run  a 
risk  of  losing  health  and  life 
which  were  given  us  by 
God  to  be  made  use  of. 
These  persons  are  no  he- 
roes, because  through  fool- 
hardiness  they  perform 
acts  of  daring,  but  rather 
are  downright  fools  and  not 
to  be  commended.  Besides 
all  this,  there  is  something 
else  which  distinguishes 
MAiDE  L.  HAMILTON,  the  true  hero  from  him  who 
AGE   14.  isbut  one  in  name,  and  that 

is  steadfastness.  In  history 
we  may  discern  between  the  true  hero  and  the  one  un- 
worthy of  that  title  of  honor  by  observing  his  conduct 
after  honor  and  glory  have  come  to  his  name.  Too 
often  he  shows  himself  by  mean  actions  unworthy  of 
his  fame ;  prosperity  has  turned  his  head. 

One  class  of  heroes  of  whom  too  little  has  been  said 
are  the  scientific  investigators,  who,  for  the  sake  of  ad- 
vancing knowledge,  expose  themselves  to  all  dangers  of 
death  and  disease,  that  their  fellow-men  may  live  more 
free  from  the  troubles  of  life.  And  though  these  men 
work  without  desire  of  recompense,  yet  their  actions  are 
often  criticized  and  misunderstood. 

What  is  the  reward  of  heroism?  A  place  in  men's 
hearts  and  in  the  annals  of  history ;  and  who  shall  say 
that  this  reward  is  not  sufhcient? 

EVERY-DAY    HEROISM. 

BY    KATHARYN    HOYT    (AGE    II). 

Thf.  Boy  climbed  slowly  into  bed,  and  mama  came  and 
put  out  the  light.  The  room  was  darker  than  usual — at 
least,  he  thought  so.  He  gazed  about,  his  eyes  becoming 
accustomed  to  the  darkness. 

Over  in  the  corner  there  was  something  tall  and 
black.  The  Boy  thought  it  moved,  and  his  heart  beat 
very  fast.  He  lay  still ;  he  was  hot  and  cramped.  Oh, 
it  was  coming  toward  the  bed!  He  dove  precipitately 
under  the  bedclothes. 

You  must  remember  he  was  only  a  very  little  boy  and 
he  had  never  slept  in  a  V)ig  room  all  by  himself  till  to-night. 
How  grand  he  had  felt  when  mania  told  him  he  was  to 
sleep  all  alone,  as  brother  Hal  had  gone  away! 

Many,  many  things  rushed  through  his  mind  as  he  lay 
half  smothered  by  the  bedclothes.  He  remembered  hear- 
ing his  mother  say  to  Hal  that  when  he  was  frightened 
by  something  he  must  get  up  and  see  what  it  really  was. 

Soon  he  peeped  cautiously  out.  There  it  was  moving 
again.  It  -was  a  matt.'  no— yes,  it  icas  a  man,  coming 
nearer  and  nearer.  The  Boy  did  not  dare  to  stir,  and 
now  he  was  cold  and  pale.  "  It  "  began  to  go  across  the 
room,  then  receded.  The  Boy  was  gasping  with  fright, 
and  his  hair  bristled.  He  could  n't  disturb  mama.  What 
should  he  do?    "It "'  was  coming  nearer,  nearer,  nearer. 

Finally  the  Boy  gave  a  desperate  leap  and  went  over 


to  see  what  "  it"  really  was.  Then  he  began  to  laugh 
hysterically,  for  "  it  "  was  only  a  long  wrapper  blowing 
in  the  breeze  that  came  in  at  the  open  window. 

The  Boy  crept  back  to  bed,  still  weak  and  shivering 
from  his  fright.  But  he  had  n't  been  eaten  by  the 
wrapper,  and  he  had  n't  disturbed  mama,  who  had  a 
bad  headache.  I,  for  one,  think  he  had  been  quite 
brave  for  such  a  very  little  boy  of  six  short  years. 

A   LITTLE   HEROINE. 

{A    True  Story.) 

BY    F.I.SIE    FLOWER    (aGE     I4). 

Anna  was  visiting  her  cousins,  Iva  and  Ora. 

One  morning,  as  the  three  girls  were  walking  down 
the  street,  they  passed  a  large  red  school-house. 

"Just  look  at  that  cruel  boy;  he  is  stoning  a  little 
sparrow,"  cried  Anna  to  her  cousins,  as  she  pushed 
through  the  throng  of  playing  children. 

"  Oh,  don't ;  oh,  please  don't!  "  she  said.  "  It  is  very 
cruel  to  stone  little  birds." 

The  boy  dropped  the  stone,  and  looked  abashed.  The 
boys  that  had  been  encouraging  the  sport  were  very  red 
also,  and  there  was  an  awkward  silence,  broken  only  by 
the  school-bell  calling  the  children  from  their  play. 

The  big  boy  said,  "  Thank  you.  You  have  taught 
m.e  a  lesson,  and  I  will  never  stone  a  little  bird  again  "  ; 
and  then,  as  he  marched  into  the  school-room  door,  he 
waved  his  cap  to  Anna  as  a  sort  of  good  by. 
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CHAPIERS. 

Onr  o(  the  best  ways  to  get  pleasure  out  of  the  league  is  by 
joining  a  chapter,  so  that  all  the  nicinbcrs  In  one  neighborhood  may 
work  and  play  tugether.  It  is  no  trouble,  and  no  special  rules  arc 
required.  Simply  meet  and  elect  officers,  and  make  the  rules  to  suit 
yourselves.  Then  work  hard  to  make  progress  and  win  prizes, 
and  have  all  the  fun  you  can  as  you  go  along.  A  good  many 
chapters  have  prize-winners  among  them,  and  these  chapters  are 
very  proud.  They  should  he,  for  it  means  they  have  worked  and  tried 
hard.    One  chapter  has  two  gold-ha  'ge  winners  among  its  members. 

Chapter  132  earned  money  last  summer  in  various  ways  to  send 
a  poor  city  child  to  a  fresh-air  farm  for  two  weeks.  They  p:iinted 
dinner-cards,  knitted  doll-slippers,  made  plaster  models,  etc.  Good 
luck  to  131 ! 

Chapter  146  gave  a  most  successful  performance  during  the  sum- 
mer of  "  The  Sleeping  Beauty,"  and  were  highly  complimented  by 
the  EUmira  "  Telegram  "  and  other  leading  papers. 

On  July  f.  Chapter  198  gave  a  fair  for  the  benefit  of  the  Children's 
Free  Hospital  o(  Milwaukee,  and  realized  twenty  dollars.  The 
members  sold  fancy  work  made  by  themselves,  candy,  lemonade, 
ice-cream,  and  cake. 

Ueatiice  Stevenson,  122  Orchard  St.,  Newark,  N.  J.,  President 
No.  257,  would  like  to  know  the  address  of  Martha  Williams  of 
Philadelphia,  as  Miss  Williams's  letter  to  the  chapter  has  been  mis- 
laid  and  cannot  be  answered  in  consequence. 

Ethel  Lee,  Chapter  263,  Honesdale,  Pa.,  writes  that  on  the  Fri- 
day after  St.  Njcholas  comes  there  is  a  "  reading  meeting  "  during 
which  St.  NiCHr>L.\s  is  read.  At  the  "  pl.iy  meetings"  they  have 
singing,  recitations,  and  games;  also  great  fun.     263  would  like  to 


correspond  v\ith  chapters  whose  members  are  fifteen  and  sixteen 
years  of  age. 

NEW  CHAPTERS. 

.  No.  353.  Lucile  Smart,  President;  Je.uiie  Smart,  SccreUry ;  six 
members.  Address,  414  Woodlawn  Road,  Roland  Park,  Haltunore, 
Md 

No.  354.  Gladys  Hodson,  Secretary:  three  memljcrs.  Address, 
1963  St.  Anthony  Ave.,  Merriam  Park,  Minn. 

No.  355.  George  Ca.sscll.  President;  Irene  Bates,  Secretary; 
six  members.     Address,  617  E.  Locust  St  ,  RIoomington,  III. 

No.  356.  "McKinley  Chapter."  Verne  Mcintosh,  President; 
.Sidney  Kann,  Secretary  ;  six  members.  Address,  403  First  St., 
Manistee,  Mich.  Meetings  Tuesday  and  Friday  evenings.  "We 
have  planned  to  read  out  of  St.  Nicholas  a  hallhour  at  every 
meeting,  and  read  all  the  League  news." 

No  357.  "  Jolly  Seven."  Helen  Bahcock,  President ;  C.  Lynde 
I'abcock,  Secretary;  seven  members.  Address,  Box  3^,  Worten- 
dyke,  N.  J.  Colors,  blue  and  white.  "  We  draw  pictures  and 
make  up  stories,  the  best  of  which  go  to  the  Ix-ague.  '  Meetings 
Mondays  and  Thursdays. 

No.  358.  "Shoo-fly.  '  Dorothy  Winslow,  Secretary;  six  mem- 
bers.    Addre.ss,  239  Hampden  Court,  Chicago,  III. 

No.  359.  "Four-leaved  Clover."  Elizabeth  Upham,  President; 
Edward  S.  Hale,  Secretary ;  four  members.  Address,  Box  86, 
Claremont,  N.  H.  The  purpose  of  359  is  to  cultivate  a  love  for  litera- 
ture and  composition. 

No.  360.  "The  Haledon  Association."  Julian  A.  Lconhard, 
President ;  Edwin  A.  Leoiihard,  Secretary  ;  f.jur  members.  Ad- 
dress, Box  1646,  Paterson,  N.  J. 


"a  heading  for  NOVEMBER."   BY  ROMAINE  HOIT,  AGE  I7. 
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A  LIST  of  those  whose  work,  though  not  used,  has  been  found   well  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  and  encouragement. 


VERSE. 

Carl  Braraer 
Helen  Becker 
Bertha  Forbes  Bennett 
Alma  Jean  Wing 
Leslie  Leigh  Du  Cros 
Dorothy  Bull 
Agnes  Churchill  Lacy 
Catherine  Lee  Carter 
Kenneth  C.  Heald 
Grace  Harriet  Graef 
Helen  Van  Nostrand 
Gladys  Knight 
Marguerite  M.  Hdlery 
Mary  Norton  Allen 
Emma  Kellogg  Pierce 
Katherine  Bastedo 
Margaret  Kennedy 
Esther  B.  Schmitt 
Alberta  P.  l.ivernash 
Harry  Uswald 
Louisa  MacGill  Gar>- 
June  E.  Paris 
Gertrude  Crosland 
John  Burger 
Kate  Colquhoun 
Pauline  CroU 
Edith  C.  Newby 
F-lhelinda  Schacfer 
J.imes  Carey  Thomas 
Walter  Stahr 
Jeannette  C.  Klauder 
Harlow  F.  Pease 
Leon  Bonnell 
Ethel  B.  Chappell 
Reginald  Cain  Bartels 
Hilda  I-arson 
Ruth  Carlin 
Minnie  Boyd 
Carl  R.  Byoir 


Ruth  Brierley 
Susan  Ghriskey  Flugel 
Alice  L.  Halligan 
De  Wayne  Townsend 
Edna  C.  Ely 
C.  Brewer  Goodsell 
Katherine  T.  Halsey 
Esther  Johnston 
Hazel  Hyman 
Mary  Averill 
Caryl  Greene 
Eleanor  Myers 
Emma  L.  Hawksridge 
Nannette  F.  Hamburger 
Catherine  D.  Brown 
Agnes  D.  Campbell 
Margaret  Clemens 
Catherine  Delano 
Dorothy  Lenroot 
Albertine  Cleveland 

PROSE. 

Mai^orie  Hagedon 
Laura  T.  Wood  bridge 
Dorothy  Bclden 
Theodora  Kimball 
Glenn  Southwell 
Joseph  Eichwald 
Dorothea  Sidney  Paul 
Eleanor  Mildred  Wright 
Ruth  M.  Peters 
May  .Margaret  Bcirer 
Dorothy  Slarie  Burnham 
Daisy  M.  Clifion 
Julia  W.  Williamson 
Dorothv  Marie  Russell 
Helen  D.  Fish 
Florence  Ross  El  well 
Helen  Frith 
F-dith  H.  Smith 
Katie  Breckenridge  Bogle 


Mary  P.  Parsons 
Margaret  Clarey 
Johnetta  Moore 
-Alice  Edwina  Robinson 
Denison  H.  Clift 
Irene  Hogey 
Elizabeth  Henry 
Ralph  Deake  I'rovost 
Lucy  Greene  Phillips 
Marian  Barbour 
Elizabeth   Townsend 
Gladys  R.  Britton 
Allan  Henry  Baron,  Jr. 
K.itherine  C.  Gumcy 
Pauline  Angell 
Belle  Kinnear 
Alice  Moore 
Sada  C.  Mason 
Peter  Nissen 
Mildred  Baldwin 
Editli  Lambert 
Estelle  Feinthel 
Irma  Louise  Herdegen 
Helen  C.  Moodey 
Earl  Van  Deman 
Ida  Weene 
Harry  Salziger 
Martha  E.  Sutherland 
Dorothy  Crandall 
Gertie  Ro.-enstein 
Hazel  E.  Wilcox 
Sarah  McDavitt 
Susie  ^L  Molleson 
Helen  Hamilton  Robins 
C.  W.  Wilson 
Herbert  Allan  Boas 
Mildred  Palmer 
Janie  Potter 
Gertrude  Kaufmann 
Elizabeth  U  Ailing 
Helen  C.  Jewett 
Ruth  Forbes  Eliot 


Martha  Gruening 
Rosa  H.  Ncale 
Barbara  Iloyt 
Elsa  Hildenbrand 
Netta  Pearson 
Alice  A.  Rogers 
Katherine  L.  Marvin,  Jr. 
Helen  Galbreath 
Vernal  Revalk 
Mary  Shier 
Norman  L.  Burton 
Katherine  Sedgwick 
Mildred  McFadon 
Roy  M.  Sterne 
Nellie  M.  Furlong 
Muriel  Collis 
Bertha  Goldman 
Harold  R.  Norris 
Catherine  M.  Neale 
Catherine  H.  Straker 
Henry  David  Wooderson 
Rebecca  Painter 
Elizabeth  C.  Field 

DRAWINGS. 

Ehzabeth  Otis 
Melton  R.  Owen 
Frances  Leone  Robinson 
Bion  Barnett 
Mary  Eleanor  George 
Tom  Stanley 
G.  E.  R.  Michelsou 
C.  N.  Cruitenden 
Chester  E.  Haring 
Edward  C.  Day 
FlinthoffB.  Wright 
Edgar  Pearce 
Henry  Balcom 
Harvey  Robinson 
H.arold  P.  Hall 
Doris  Cole 
Hans  Anderson 
Isabel  Crosby 
(Jertruele  E.  Mills 
F2thel  McFarland 
Nettie  L.  Irwin 
Robert  Gastrell  Barton 
Dons  Chittenden 
Constance  Chestnutt 
Katherine  Allison 
Beth  Howard 
Mabel  Miller  Johns 
r)otothy  Coit 
Irma  J.  Diescher 
Flossie  Bryant 
Louis  Moen 
Bessie  Barnes 
Helen  A.  Flick 
Lois  Wallace 
Tina  Gray 
Joshua  W.  Brady 


Irene  Fredcrica  Rau 
Yvonne  Jequier 
Bayse  N.  WestcoU 
Preston  H.  Wof^i 
Fannie  B.  Burrill 
Rita  Wood 
Violet  Robin 
P^lizabeth  Fuller 
Edith  G.  D.iggett 
Dorothy  1'urple 
Margaret  Goold  Harder 
Henry  Clinlon  Hutchins 
Helena  L.  Camp 
Jacob  Riegel,  Jr. 
Lois  D.  Wilcox 
Margaret  Dobson 
Miles  S.  Gates 
Katherine  P.  Moore 
Dorothy  B.  Heyward 
Katherine  Mclver 
Mamie  H.  Wadman 
Jessie  Metcalf 
Sarah    Adelaide   Chamber- 
lain 
Mar>-  Elvira  Woodson 
Paul  W.  Haasis 
Margaret  Winthrop  Peck 
Roger  K    Lane 
Frederick  S.  Gest 
Felix  Nicola  Gayton 
Catherine  H.  Harkins 
Sara  D.  Burge 
Anna  Skidmore 
Freda  Muriel  Harrison 
Hilda  Warren 
Marjorie  L.  Gilmour 
Winnifred  Merrill 
Martha  D.  Stringham 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Lewis  B.  Wagman 
Esther  Dunwoody 
Frank  Damrosch,  Jr. 
Hazel  de  W.  Downs 
Mnrris  I'latt 
Howard  S.  Wheeler 
Carl  D    Matz 
Elisabeth  Swift 
Jesse  L.  Fricdiey 
Nettie  Ortmayer 
Belle  M.  Chamberlain 
Harold   R.  Callisen 
Seymour  Blair 
Helen  Bigelow 
William  Beach  Smith 
Flovd  Godfrey 
William  Winfield  Cobb,  Jr. 
S.  Butler  Murray,  Jr. 
Gerald  Mygatt 
Donald  Frazer  Crane 
Helen  Johnson 
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A  HEADING  FOR  NOVKMBER."   UY  FRED  SIEAKNS.   (WINNER  OF  ALL  PRIZES.) 


luhn  L).  Matz 
Williaiii  Mcrr)-lces 
Jack  Coolidge 
Jack  Willcts 
Jean  Torceiis 
Minion  M.  Warren 
Amy  Peabody 
Rowland  H.  Rosekelly 
Edward  B.  Fox 
Preston  Reynolds 


Hildretli  Markham 
Eleanor  Colby 
Herbert  Post 

PUZZLES. 
Mary  L.  Brigham 
Harriet  Marston 
Mary  Ware 
M.  Kthel  Lee 
Mila  Leonard  Landis 


Eugenie  Sterling 

Henrietta  F.  Freeman 

Doris  Bissel 

Basil  Aubrey  Bailey 

Blanche  Phillips 

Dagmar  Florence  Curjel 

Dorothy  Caiman 

FlewcUyn  Plant 

James  Shute 

McV.  and  M.  Tibbits 


Eva  A.  Mooar 
Marjorie  Rossiter 
Alice  Moore 
Wilna  Taylor 
Sarah  H.  Atherton 
Reginald  Cain-Bartel 
Josephine  Godillot 
Eleanor  Home 
Dorothy  Winslow 
George  T.  Colman 


William  Ellis  Keysor 
Gertrude  Macdona 
Emil  Simon 
Charlotte  V.  Simonds 
Beatrice  Martindale  Butler 
Samuel  P.  Haldenstein 
Alice  K.  Bushnell 
Gertrude  H.  Schirnier 
William  Carey  Hood 
Ethel  C.  Williams 


LEAGUE   NOTES   AND  LETTERS. 
There  are  still  a  few  League  members  who  are  careless  about 
attachmg  their  ages,  addresses,  etc.,  to  their  contributions.     The 
rules  are  very  clear  on  these  points,  and  contributions  not  properly 
prepared  cannot  be  considered. 

NOT  ORIGINAL. 
It  pains  us  to  call  attention  to  a  July  letter  entitled  "  A  Visit  to 
Japan."  It  was  not  an  original  contribution.  And  the  same  thing, 
we  are  grieved  to  say,  is  true  of  a  little  poem  entitled  "  The  Moon," 
printed  in  August.  These  things  make  us  very  sorry,  and  the 
senders  will  be  very  sorry,  too,  when  they  see  this  notice.  Perhaps 
the  little  girl  who  sent  "The  Moon  "  did  not  know  any  better  —  she 
was  so  young.  But  every  member  who  sees  this  will  know  better, 
and  will  know,  too,  that  it  is  impossible  to  deceive  all  of  the  League, 
even  though  the  editor  may  not  alvvays  detect  a  counterfeit. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

A  GOOD  many  members  have  approved  the  idea  of  having  a  com- 
petition for  young  musical  composers.  Perhaps  this  will  come 
later.  At  present  we  have  too  little  room.  How  would  a  competition 
for  young  sculptors  do,  also,  with  photographs  of  their  modeling  ? 

Netta  Pearson,  of  St.  Petersburg,  Russia,  would  like  more  time 
allowed  to  contributors  so  far  away.  We  wmild  gladly  do  this  if  we 
Could,  but  we  are  obliged  to 
close  so  far  ahead  that  the 
20th  is  about  the  last  day 
we  can  hold  forforeign  mails. 
Netta  sends  a  clever  poem 
—  too  late  for  the  competi- 
tion (October),  but  well 
worth  printing.     Here  it  is : 

HIGH    LIFE   IN   THE 
FARM-YARD. 


"Or    course,"    said    Mrs. 
Hen  to  me. 
As   she,  with    patience 
rare, 

Tended  her  naughty  little  chicks, 
"  I  hardly  think  it  's  fair" 
"  For  folks  to  say  the  family 
Of  cows  is  higher  than 
Our  family,  because  they  are 
More  useful  unto  man. 
•'Oh,  no!  I  don't  believe  in  that; 
For  is  not  Coxcomb  dear 
Cousin  to  good  Sir  Weathercock, 
Who  lives  not  far  from  here? 
"His  perch  is  on  the  high  church  spire, 
Hundreds  effect  in  air; 
Now,  tell  me   if  you  'vc  ever  seen 
A  weatherfow  up  there?" 

Khagendra  Nath  Majuiidar,  of  Calcutta,  sends  a  most  interesting 
photograph  which  we  would  reproduce  if  we  had  room.  Also  a 
nice  letter,  in  which,  among  other  things,  she  tells  us  that  the  weather 


BY     WALTER    COHN,     AGE    14. 


in  India  this  year  has  been  so  warm  that  ii6°  and  120°  F.  have 
been  reached  in  certain  localities.  "  No  man  goes  abroad  without 
an  umbrella."     We  should  think  not. 

Doris  Hirshfield  writes  interestingly  about  San  Carlos  Mission,  an 
old  church  of  Monterey,  Cal.,  built  in  1772  by  Father  J  unipera  Sierra. 
We  are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  print  the  entire  letter,  but  it  is  much 
too  long. 

An  old  friend,  Rebecca  F.  Isaacs,  of  Cincinnati,  sends  a  copy  ot 
"Old  Hughes,"  a  school  magazine  published  at  the  Hughes  High 
School.  Miss  Isaacs  is  editor-in-chief,  and  deserves  credit  for  pro- 
ducing a  very  excellent  publication.  The  editor  is  going  to  place  in 
the  hall  a  receptacle  in  which  contributions  may  be  placed  by  those 
toj  modest  to  offer  them  in  person. 

ABOUT  QUESTIONS. 
Unlike  the  Nature  and  Science  department,  the  League  depart- 
ment has  no  query-bo.\,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  it  becomes 
necessary  to  ask  a  question.  The  League  leaflet  is  very  full,  and  it 
read  carefully  and  thoughtfully  will  answer  every  question  of  any  im- 
portance that  is  likely  to  arise.  The  editor  would  gladly  answer  every- 
thing if  he  had  time,  and  does  so  when  there  seems  to  be  a  real  need. 

Bergen,  Norway. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  an  American  girl  spending  the  sum- 
mer abroad.  I  am  thirteen  years  old  and  belong  to  the  League. 
I  have  been  up  to  the  North  Cape.  The  steamer  landed  be- 
hind the  cape  in  a  little  bay, 
and  the  passengers  got  out 
in  little  boats  and  climbed 
up  a  zigzag  path  to  the  top. 
It  is  about  one  thousand  feet 
high.  We  went  up  into  the 
clouds.  When  we  got  to  the 
top  we  walked  almost  half  a 
mile  to  a  little  house.  It  was 
very  cold  and  foggy  outside, 
so  every  one  went  in  to  get 
warm.  At  midnight  the 
steamer  came  around  to  the 
front  of  the  cape  and  fired 
off  the  cannon.  It  was  the 
Fourth  of  July,  and  when 
the  clouds  lifted  for  a  mo- 
ment, we  saw  the  ship  down  below,  all  decked  out  with  flags 
in  honor  of  the  day.  All  the  Americans  cheered  and  waved  flags. 
It  was  very  jolly.  We  stopped  at  Hammerfest  on  the  way  up. 
I  expected  it  would  be  cold  so  far  north,  but  it  was  very  warm. 
The  town  was  all  lighted  by  electricity,  because  it  is  dark  for  three 
months  in  the  winter.  It  is  not  very  busy  in  summer,  but  in  winter 
it  is  very  lively  with  all  the  fishing  and  whaling.  We  saw  the  mid- 
night sun  twice.  It  was  very  beautiful  and  weird.  We  could  not 
think  it  was  midnight.  Itseemed  like  sunrise.  We  also  saw  a  great 
many  Lapps.  They  arc  very  dirty  and  jolly,  and  have  learned 
more  English  than  the  Norwegians.  We  also  saw  a  herd  of  rein- 
deer. They  are  getting  very  scarce  now,  because  so  many  are 
shot.  We  went  past  an  island  where  there  are  millions  of  birds. 
The  ship  fired  off  the  cannon  to  make  them  fly  out.  They  all 
began  to  cry,  and  so  many  flew  out  that  the  sky  was  almost  black. 
We  fired  some  rockets  over  the  island,  which  made  still  more  fly  up. 
There  were  many  young  ones  in  the  water,  and  when  the  steamer 
came  they  dove  and  swam  a  long  way  under  water,  because  they 
were  too  young  to  fly.     We  saw,  with  the  field-glass,   millions  of 
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nests  all  along  the  rocks,  with  eggs    and  small  birds  in  them.     I 
have  never  seen  so  iiuiny  at  kmcc. 

I  am  very  much  inlercsteJ  in  the  St.  Nicholas  I.c.igue,  and 
I  am  going  to  try  to  get  a  badge.  I  hope  the  league  will  coniinue 
to  produce  such  good  work,  though  it  niak<'S  it  very  h.ud  for  nie. 
With  many  good  wishes  to  St.  Nicholas,  I  am, 

Your  interested  reader,        Carolyn  E.   1'i;tnam. 

Washington,  O.  (". 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  This  is  my  first  letter  to  you,  although  I 
have  had  you  for  five  years.  I  look  forward  so  to  getting  you  each 
month,  and  enjoy  you  so  much  when  vou  r/<)  get  here,  that  now  I 
hardly  think  I  could  ever  get  along  without  you. 

I  am  a  League  member,  and,  as  Miss  I'osegate  says  in  the  August 
number,  I  often  "rcail  Sr.  Nicholas  backward  " 

I  spent  last  summer  in  West  Virginia,  and  oi.e 
day  ten  of  us  went  through  a  coal-mine.     We 
just  had  a  grand  time,  and  were  not  a  (lar- 
ticle   afraid.      We   could   neither  see  nor 
touch  anything  but  coal  all  aroim 
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and  once  in  a  while  we  would  catch  the  glimmer  of  a  miner's  tiny 
lamp 'way  ahead.  'I'hai  helped  to  make  it  all  the  more  weird.  We 
all  breathed  a  sigh  of  relief  when  we  at  last  saw  the  light. 

I  have  a  splendid  collection  of  postal-cards.  11  any  League 
members  are  collectingt  I  would  be  very  glad  to  write  to  them  on 
Washington  .souvenir  cards,  in  e.\<:liange. 

Willi  best  wishes  for  a  long  life  for  St.  Nicholas  and  the  League, 
Your  devoted  reader,  Alick  B.   Paret. 

Other  entertaining  and  appreciative  letters  have  been  received 
from  Marion  B.  (Jifford,  Helen  Lathrop  (with  drawing),  p'lorcnce 
Adams,  Kleanor  K.  .\lcClees,  Sidney  V.  Kimball,  (irace  Tcllow, 
.Mfrcd  McLester  Mrowii,  William  I).  Milne,  Irving  Roberts,  Jcan- 
netie  ('.  Klaiider,  .Muriel  Itacheler,  Helen  I'axon,  Ldmiind  S.  Ja- 
inieson,  Louise  Atkinson,  Julia  W.  .\Iikcll.  Margaret 
W.  Heck,  Lawrence  Simmonds,  Clifford  1'. 
■v.  J.unes,  Edmund  Parker  Chase,  Zillali  L  Eied- 
^  erick,  I'.dilh  Hall,  Marion  Avery,  Foster 
P.irker,  Irina  Herman,  Vircinia  I.  El- 
der, .Marcia  L.  Webber,  ICdwiii  P.  Ix-h- 
man,  Ruth  M.  Peters,  Yvonne  Stod- 
dard, Han.ld  R.  Norris,  Helen  Lud- 
low White,  Mary  M.  Alexander,  and 
Ruth  Caldwell  — the  two  last  with 
promising  pictures. 
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PRIZE   COMPKTITIOX    No.   26. 

The  St.  Nicliolas  League  awards  gold  and  silver 
badges  each  month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings, 
photographs,  puzzles,  and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Spfx'LM-  Cash  Prizk.  To  any  League  member  who 
has  won  a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achieve- 
ments, and  shall  again  win  first  place,  <?  cash  prize  of  Jive 
dollars  will  be  awarded,  instead  of  another  gold  badge. 

Competition  Xo.  .?6  will  close  November  15  (for  for- 
eign members  November  20).  The  awards  \\ill  be  an- 
nounced and  prize  contributions  published  in  St.  Nich- 
olas for  February. 

Verse.  To  contain  not  more  than  twenty-four  lines, 
and  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than 
two  drawings  or  photographs  by  the  author.  Sub- 
ject to  relate  in  some  manner  to  George  Washington. 

Prose.  Story,  article,  or  play  of  not  more  than  four 
hundred  words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired, 
with  not  more  than  two  drawings  by  the  author.  Sub- 
ject to  relate  in  some  manner  to  school  or  school  life. 

Photograph.  .\ny  size,  mountetl  or  unmounted,  but 
no  blue  prints  or  negatives.  Subject,  "  From  my 
Best    Negative." 

Drawi.N'g.  India  ink, 
very  black  writing-ink,  or 
wash  (not  color).  Sub- 
ject, "  .\  February  Head- 
ing." May  be  landscape 
or  interior,  with  or  with- 
out figures. 

Puzzle.  .Xny  sort,  the 
answer  to  contain  some 
word  or  words  relating 
to  valentines  or  the  valen- 
tine season. 


jacobv,   age   13.     (a   former   prize-winner.) 
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PCZZLE-ANSWERS.  Best, 

neatest,  and  most  complete  set 
of  answers  to  puzzles  in  this 
issue  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photograph.  To  encour- 
age the  pursuing  of  game  with  a  camera  instead  of  a  gun. 
Yox  the  best  photograjoh  of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken 
/;/  its  natural  home :  First  Prize,  five  dollars  and  League 
gold  badge.  Second  Prize,  three  dollars  and  League 
gold  badge.      Third  Prize,  League  gold  badge. 

ADVERTISING   COMPETITION. 
A  report  of  this  competition,  with  a  list  of  prize- 
winners, will  be  found  on  advertising  page  13. 

RULES  FOR  ALL  CO.M PETITIONS. 
Every  contribution  of  whatever  kind  must  bear  the 
name,  age,  and  address  of  the  sender,  and  be  indorsed 
as  "  original  "  by  parent,  teacher,  or  guardian,  -who  mnst 
lie  convinced  beyond  doubt  that  the  contribution  is  not 
copied,  but  wholly  the  work  of  the  sender.  If  prose,  the 
number  of  words  should  also  be  added.  These  things 
must  not  be  on  a  separate  sheet,  but  on  the  contribu- 
tion itself^i  a  manuscript,  on  the  upper  margin ;  if  a 
picture,  on  the  margin  or 
back.  Write  or  draw  on 
one  side  0/  the  paper  only. 
A  contributor  may  send  but 
one  contribution  a  month 
— not  one  of  each  kind,  but 
one  only.  Members  are 
not  obliged  to  contribute 
every  month.  Address  all 
communications  : 
The  Si.  Nicholas 
Leagce, 
Union  Square,  New  York. 


THE   LETTER-BOX. 


EDITORIAL   NOTE. 

The  "little  English  girl  "  whose  portrait,  engraved 
by  Timothy  Cole,  is  the  frontispiece  to  this  number,  is 
the  Princess  Sophia,  daughter  of  George  III.  of  Eng- 
land. She  was  born  in  1777,  so  the  period  of  her 
earliest  childhood  was  that  of  the  American  Revolution, 
since  she  was  l)ut  six  when  peace  was  declared.  She 
lived  until  1848,  in  which  year  her  niece.  Queen  Vic- 
toria, had  been  eleven  years  on  the  throne. 

John  Hoppner,  from  whose  painting  Mr.  Cole  en- 
graved the  frontispiece,  was  a  boy  chorister  in  the 
Royal  Chapel,  and  the  king  made  him  an  allowance  so 
that  he  might  study  art.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  won 
a  silver  medal,  and  at  twenty-four  a  gold  medal,  from 
the  Royal  Academy. 

Hoppner  became  a  successful  and  fashionable  por- 
trait-p.iinter,  the  only  rival  of  the  great  Sir  Thomas 
Lawrence. 

Both  were  said  to  be  "  handsome  men,  of  fine  ad- 
dress and  polished  manners." 

Hoppner  married  the  daughter  of  his  landlady,  Mrs. 
Wright,  and  at  her  house  he  occasionally  met  Benjamin 
West,  Garrick,  Foote,  and  Benjamin  Franklin.  Hopp- 
ner died  in  1810. 


Oakland,  Cal. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  We  are  three  little  girls  from 
Honolulu.  Our  names  are  Mary,  Jane,  and  Susie. 
We  have  lived  in  Honolulu  all  our  lives,  and  have  come 
to  California  for  the  first  time  on  a  visit.  We  each  have 
a  pony  and  go  down  to  IVaikiki  (the  sea-beach)  to 
balhe.  Last  summer  it  was  so  hot  in  Honolulu  that 
mama  took  us  up  to  the  volcano  on  Hawaii,  where  it  is 
very  cool,  and  we  saw  Mauna  Loa  in  eruption.  My 
little  sister  Jane  and  myself  went  to  the  lava  flow,  and  it 
was  very  beautiful,  but  awfully  hot.  We  are  very  anx- 
ious to  go  home  again  ;  but  we  think  that  California  is  very 
beautiful.  Mama  and  papa  are  in  F.urope,  and  as  soon 
as  they  come  back  we  will  go  home.  My  little  sisterjane 
is  afraid  to  ride  in  cars  without  horses.  We  are  four,  five, 
and  seven  in  age.  Wc  have  taken  you  for  a  long  time, 
and  we  like  you  very  much.  Miss  Johnson,  our  gover- 
ness, who  is  writing  tliis  for  me,  says  it  is  time  to  stop. 
Aloha  nui  (love  to  you),  and  we  hope  to  still  read  you 
for  a  long  time.  Jani?,  Susik,  Mary. 

P.S.   Mary  has  burned  all  the  blue  envelopes. 

Susie. 


"HiLLCREST,"  Winchester,  Mass. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  In  the  September  number  of 
St.  Nicholas  there  is  a  letter  from  William  Force 
Stead  which  gives  an  extract  from  an  annual  of  1 760, 
which  states  that  Shakspere's  house  was  torn  down  and 
the  mulberry-tree  destroyed.      I  will  try  to  explain  this. 

In  1597  Shakspere  bought  a  new  house,  called  "  New 
Place,"  for  £(X),  which  had  been  the  property  of  Sir 
Hugh  Clopton.  After  it  had  passed  through  several 
hands.  Sir  John  Clopton  tore  it  down  in  about  1700, 
and  built  a  new  house  on  the  site  of  the  old  one  for 
Hugh  Clopton  (a  descendant  of  the  man  from  whom 


Shakspere    bouglit   the   house),  who  was   about   to   be 
married. 

The  house  which  we  are  now  shown  is  the  birthplace 
of  Shakspere,  where  he  lived  before  he  bought  New 
Place. 

The  mulberry-tree  was  the  first  one  that  had  been 
brought  to  Str.uford-on-Avon,  and  is  supposed  to  have 
been  planted  by  the  great  dramatist  at  the  back  of  his 
mansion  at  New  Place.  It  had  attained  a  large  size 
in  1758,  when  it  was  cut  down  by  its  then  owner,  the 
Rev.  Francis  Gastrell.  Probably  at  that  time  it  was  in 
a  state  of  incipient  decay. 

My  authority  is  J.  O.  Halliwell-Phillipps  in  his  "Out- 
lines of  the  Life  of  Shakspere." 

Trusting  that  you  will  find  this  an  acceptable  answer 
to  the  query,  I  am, 

Your  devoted  reader, 

Dorothy  M.  Temple  Brown. 


Vintondale,  Cambria  Co.,  Pa. 

Dear  .St.  Nicholas  :  I  was  very  much  interested  in 
Miss  Marie  Ortmayer's  letter  in  the  July  St.  Nicholas, 
and  I  thought  you  would  like  to  hear  about  our  little 
magazine. 

We  call  it  the  "  Dragon-Fly,"  and  it  is  all  original. 
There  are  only  two  on  our  staff,  but  as  the  magazine  is 
a  monthly  we  have  plenty  of  time  to  prepare  the  copies, 
although  they  are  all  done  by  hand.  W'e  have  drawings, 
poems,  and  stories,  besides  puzzles  and  current  events. 

Living  in  the  mountains,  I  am,  of  course,  interested  in 
flowers,  trees,  and  birds.  I  collect  leaves  and  flowers, 
but  I  am  especially  fond  of  bird-study.  Lately  I  have 
been  watching  a  nest  that  I  think  is  a  mourning-dove's ; 
but  I  can't  be  sure  yet. 

My  brother  and  I  have  an  Indian  pony,  and  I  am  very 
fond  of  horseback-riding.  Every  other  day,  when  it  is 
not  too  hot,  the  side-saddle  is  put  on  "  Nita,"  the  pony, 
and  we  go  for  a  fine  ride  through  the  woods. 

I  am  thirteen,  and  think  the  League  is  splendid.  I 
try  to  contribute  to  every  competition. 

Wishing  a  long  life  to  St.  Nicholas  and  the  League, 
I  am,  your  sincere  friend, 

IsADORE  Douglas. 


Teziutlan,  Estado  de  Puebla,  Mexico. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  We  get  St.  Nicholas,  and  I 
think  it  is  very  nice. 

I  have  read  a  story  in  it  called  "  A  Boy  of  a  Thousand 
Years  Ago,"  and  thought  it  very  nice. 

I  like  the  St.  Nicholas  League  and  think  it  is  one  of 
the  best  things  in  the  magazine. 

We  have  a  waterfall  which  is  975  feet  high.  Its  name 
is  Atexcaco.     When  the  water  is  falling  it  looks  fog. 

At  the  top  there  are  fern-trees  twenty  feet  in  height. 
The  fern  leaves  do  not  grow  on  the  trunk  like  branches  ; 
they  grow  only  from  the  top. 

We  have  a  fern-tree  just  starting  to  grow  in  our  yard. 
When  the  leaves  are  coming  out  they  are  called  monkey- 
tails. 

June  is  the  beginning  of  the  rainy  season,  and  some- 
times it  rains  for  two  weeks  at  a  time  without  stopping. 

It  is  very  seldom  that  we  have  hot  weather.  The 
Indian  name  for  fog  is  chipi-chipi. 

Your  loving  reader,  Elena  Barron. 


ANSWIiRS   TO    I'VZZLKS    IN    Till-:   OCTOBER    NUMBER. 


Erase.     7.    Raven.     3.   Avert. 


Cross- 
5.   En- 


CONCEALED    Word-square. 
4.   Serve.     5.   Enter. 

Double  Acrostic.  Pnrnals,  grapes;  finals,  apples, 
words:  i.  Grains.  2.  Raceme.  3.  Appeal.  4.  Philip, 
trap.     6.   Sahara. 

Classical  Primal  Acrostic.  Apple  of  Discord,  i.  Apollo 
2.  Pygmalion.  3.  Proserpine.  4.  Latona.  5.  Erato.  6.  Orion.  7 
Flora.  G.  Daphne.  9.  Ithaca.  10.  Scylla.  11.  Cupid.  12, 
Olympus.     13.   Romulus.      14.   £)iana. 

CoNNECiED  Squares.  I.  i.  Dire.  2.  Idol.  3.  Rock.  4, 
Elks.  II.  I.  Seat.  2.  Ease.  3.  Asks.  4.  Test.  III.  i. 
Talk.     2.  Ague.     3.  Lute.     4.   Keep. 

Numerical  Enig.ma. 

It  was  the  pleasant  har\est-time, 
When  cellar  bins  are  closely  stored 
-And  £;arrets  bend  beneath  their  load. 

A  DouBLV  Beheaded  Acrostic.  Pumpkins,  i 
2.  St-urge-on.  3.  Re-miss.  4.  Im-pure.  5.  Ta-ken 
7.   Ki-ne.     8.  Re-strain. 

Inverted  Pyramid  of   Squares.     I.     i.    Bird. 


Rear.      4.    Dart.      II.      i. 
III.     I.    Come.     2.    Opal. 
2.    Rcna.      ^.    Ends      4.    Ease. 
Mood.     4.    Ends.     VI.      i.   Ease 


Dare.     2.    Arab.     3.    R.ice.     4.    Eben. 
3.    Maim.     4.    Elms.     IV.     i.   Tree. 
V.      I.     Name.      2.    Anon.      3. 
2.   Adit.     3.   Silo.     4.   Eton. 


Novel  Acrostic. 
words  :  i.  Gadfly.  2 
6.   Snooze. 


Initials,  Grapes  :  next  row,  .Autumn.     Cross- 
Rumble.    3.  Atuck.    4.  Puddle.    5.   Embody. 


Enigma.     Christmas.     (Sham,  stir,  match.) 

Pi.  The  sun  is  but  a  blur  of  light. 

The  sky  in  ashy  gray  is  Inst; 
But  all  the  fnrest  trees  arc  bright. 
Brushed  by  the  pinions  of  the  frost. 


Im-peach. 
6.   Br-ink, 

.    Idea.    3. 


Central  .Acrostic. 
2.   Brute.     3.   Fleas.     4. 
8.    Picks.     9.    Watch. 
Heart. 

Double  Diagonal. 
ing.  Cross-words :  i 
Spiteful.     5.   Painless 


Queen  Victoria.  Cro^s-woIds:  1.  Toouc. 
Speed.  5-  Bends.  6.  River.  7.  Spine, 
[o.    Close.      II.    Arrow.      12.    Price.      i-s. 


Left  to  right,  Bartletl ;  righc  to  left,  Green- 
Blooming.  2.  Barberry.  3,  Fircwecd.  4. 
6.   Waitress.     7.   Initiate.     8.   Gauntlet. 


To  our  Puzzlers:  Answers,  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  magazine,  must  be  received  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  and 
should  be  addressed  to  St.  Nicholas  Riddle-box,  care  of  The  Centurv  Co.,  33  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Answrrs  to  all  the  Puzzles  i.v  the  .August  Number  were   received,  before  .August  15th,   from  Joe  Carlada— "The  Thaver 
Co."  — Ruth  .A.  Sherrill  —  Louise  -Atkinson  —  Honora  P.  Russell  —  Elsie  Fisher  Stcinheimer— Theodora  B.  Dennis — Evelyn  F.  Keiskcr 

—  Elsie  Danner— Nellie  T.  (Jraef- Katie  Clary  — Julia  D.  Walker— Marie  H.  Whitman  —  Edyth  F.  Vermeulen  —  Rachel  Rhoades  — 

Josephine   La  Tourette  —  Agnes  Cole  — Olive  R.  T.  Griffin  — Ruth  M.  Cornell  —  Louise    E.Jones  —  Harriet   Frances  Seaver Mabel 

Miller  J.. hns  — Augustus    Bertram    George —  "  The   Triumvirate"  —  Margaret    Wilkie    Gilholm— Grace    L.    Ma.ssonneau  —  Margaret 

Clifford  —  Helen  Souther — Eula  Frantz  and  Laura  Hartwell  —  Sara  Lawrence  Kellugg  —  Edythe  R.  Carr— "Allil  and  Adi  " Mary 

Miller — Hilda  Hughes — Nessie  and  Freddie  —  Eleanor  R.  McClees  —  Jessie  K.  Angell. 

Answers   to  Puzzles    in   the    August   Number  were    received,   before    August  15th,   from  J.  F.  McNamara,  2— Grace  Arch- 
deacon, 2  — Sarah  Parker,  4— Margaret  .A.  Rupp,  8  —  Samuel  C.  Frazee,  3  —  Fred  Foote,  5  — Willie  Naseth,  4  —Claire  L.  Sidenberg  2 

—  Ruth  .A.  Bliss,  4  — Sarah  .A.  Howell,  9  — Harriet  G.  Russell,  2  —  Edith  Patnck,  5  —  Frederick  Carter.  4  —  Florence  and  Edna,  o  — 
Tandy  .A.  Bryson,  4  — Albert  Beechcr,  10—  Brian  McCorniick,  2—  May  Adsit,  11  —"Rat  and  Mouse,"  5—  Dorothy  Buckingham!  5  — 

Kenneth  G    Hamilton,  6  —  "  Adsie  and  Dotsy,"  7 — Helen  Adele  Seeligman,  10— Charlie  C.  Atherlon,  9— Mary  S.  Wren,  5 m'.  W. 

Johnstone,  11  — Harriet  G.  Byers,  9  —  Mabel  Barnaby  Clark,  3  —  Bertha  V.  Einmerson,  3  —  Ethel  M.  Albertson,  8  —  Mabel,  George^, 
and  Henri,  11  —  Ernest  Gregory,  n  —  Helen  Humphreys,  2  —  Helen  Warner  Johns,  4  — Jessie  E.  Wilcox,  11  — Corene  Bryant  and 
Mama,  2  —  Lucia  B.  Woodward,  5  — Dorothy  A.  Baldwin,  10— Mary  S.  Pusey,  q— Ruby  Benjamin,  5— Gertrude  L.  Cannon,  8  — Cle- 
meiito  Wheat,  9— Lili.an  S.  Burt,  11  —  Selma  Milcke,  7  —  Frances  Dubois,  4  —  .\farg.iret  Allinc  Fellows,  11  — Rosalie  L.  Haus'mann,  10 
-Mary  B.  Wagner,  11  —  Sidney  F.  Kimball,  11— Jennie  M.  Clow,  5— H.  Richards  and  .M.  Alexander,  10  — MarjorieR.  and  Helen 
P..  8  — Emily,  2  — Grace  L.  Craven,  5— Papa  and  the  Bird,  3  — J.ack  Bl.iikie,  6— Marion  B.  F.arnsworth,  11  —  Lilian  Morrison,  3  — 
Reginald  Cain-Bartels,  11.     (So  many  sent  answers  to  only  one  puzzle  that  these  cannot  be  acknowledged  ) 


nOUBLE     ACROSTIC. 

My  primals  and  finals  naine  two  words  often  heard 
on  Thanksgiving. 

Cross-worus  (of  equal  length) :  I.  Evidence.  2. 
An  Eastern  country.  3.  A  famous  pianist.  4.  Circum- 
ference. 5.  A  scoundrel.  6.  To  bury.  7.  Measures 
of  distance. 

MIL\  L.  1..ANDIS  (League  Member). 

LOST   LETTERS. 

(Example:  Insert  a  letter  in  to  crowd,  and  make  a 
dairy  product,     .\nswer,  cram,  cr-c-am. ) 

I.  In^e^t  a  letter  in  a  sly  look,  and  make  one  nfflicted 
with  a  terrible  disease.  2.  Insert  a  letter  in  an  insect, 
and  make  part  of  the  head.  3.  Insert  a  letter  in  a  boy's 
name,  and  make  a  common  fruit.  4.  Insert  a  letter  in  a 
sex,  and  make  the  tree  which  is  Canada's  emblem.     5. 


Insert  a  letter  in  a  legal  claim,  and  make  to  compare. 

6.  Insert  a  letter  in  learning,  and  make  a  river  of  France. 

7.  Insert  a  letter  in  small  animals,  and  make  a  kind  of 
pie.  8.  Insert  a  letter  in  a  dock,  and  make  a  musician. 
9.  Insert  a  letter  in  altitude,  and  make  to  balance.  lo. 
Insert  a  letter  in  a  tribe,  and  make  ]iure. 

The  inserted  letters  will  .spell  something  very  popular 
at  Thanksgiving  dinners.  mary  i..   hriciiam. 

(Winner  of  a  gold  badge.) 

CONCEALED   WORD-SyUARE. 

One  word  is  concealed  in  each  sentence. 

1.  Did  Hob  acknowledge  the  admir.nble  invitation  ? 

2.  Yes,  but  how  he  did  glare  at  it  first. 

3.  And  then  he  said  that  recently  he  had  been  slighted. 

4.  .^t  last  he  sent  back  a  testy  answer. 

.MARY  B.  CAMP  (League  Member). 
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NOVEL   ACKOSTIC. 

(Gold  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

Alt.  tlic  words  described  contain  the  same  miniber  of 
letters.  When  rightly  guessed,  and  writicn  one  below 
the  other,  the  initial  letters  and  the  central  letters  will 
each  spell  important  days  in  November. 

Cross-words:  i.  To  negotiate.  2.  Assists.  3. 
The  center  of  an  amphitheater.  4.  Parts  of  chickens. 
5.  Certain  rai)torial  birds.  6.  One  who  is  canonized. 
7.  Thick  shade.  8.  Interior.  9.  \  Russian  drink  dis- 
tilled from  rye.  lO.  A  likeness.  il.  Knots  of  wool 
removed  by  the  comb.     12.  Struggles  for  breath. 

SCO  IT    STERLING. 

ILLTTSTUATKD  NUMERICAL  ENIGMA. 

This  differs  from  the  ordinary  numerical  enigma  in 
that  the  words  forming  it  are  jiiclureJ  instead  of  de- 
scribed. The  answer,  con- 
sisting of  twenty-tliree  let- 
ters, is  a  name  that  was 
famous  in  New  Englani 
years  ago. 

DOUBLE  DOCKINGS. 

(EXAMI'LI-;:  Doubly  be- 
head and  curtail  a  suppli- 
cation, and  leave  alway>. 
Answer,  j)r-aye-r.) 

I.  Doubly 
behead  and 
curtail  fi.\ed, 
and  leave  a 
unit.  2.  Doubly 
behead  and 
curtail  a  near 
relation,  and 
leave  a  com- 
mon article. 
3.  Doubly  be- 
head and  cur- 
tail        certain 

books  to  hold  phoiographs,  and  leave  a  hum- 
ming noise.  4.  Doubly  behead  and  curtail 
oiu-  who  carries,  and  leave  a  common  verb. 
5.  Doubly  behead  and  curtail  aromatic  flavor- 
ings, and  leave  a  cold  substance.  6.  Doubly 
behead  and  curtail  a  near  relation,  and  leave 
a  common  word. 

When    the    six   remaining    little    words    are    rightly 
'guessed  and  written  one  below  another,  the  central  let- 
ters, reading  downward,  will  spell  the  name  of  a  place 
where  many  go  on  Thanksgiving. 

MARY  \v.\RF.  (League  Member). 

DOUIJLE   DIAGONAL. 

I    .     .     .         ^ 


of  letters.  When  the  words  are  rightly  guessed,  write 
the  middle  syllables  one  below  another.  Then  the 
zigzag,  beginning  at  the  upper  left-hand  letter  and  end- 
ing with  the  lower  right-hanJ  letter,  will  spell  the  name 
of  something  much  used  on  Thanksgiving. 

Ckoss-Words:  I.  A  forefather.  2.  Food  of  the 
gods  which  was  said  to  give  eternal  youth.  3.  An 
im.aginary  line  encircling  the  earth.  4.  In  a  pliant 
manner.  5.  One  given  to  argument.  6.  One  who 
professes.  7.  To  come  to  a  decision.  8.  Humble 
penitence.  9.  Pain  inflicted  for  an  offense.  10.  Ex- 
clusion.    II.  To  decree  beforehand. 

ALICK   F.    RUPP. 

BEHEADING  .S. 

I.   T5EHEAD  of  old  and  leave  metal  in  its  natural  state. 
2.   Behead  nearly,  ^nd  leave  a  tournament.     3.     Behead 
blight,  and  leave  a  bar.     4.   Be- 
head to  despise,  and  leave  con- 
sumed.     5.    Behead   to   tie,  and 
leave    an  anesthetic.   6.    Behead 
imaginary,  and  leave  to  distrib- 
ute.    7.   Behead  contracted,  and 
leave  a  weapon.      8.    Behead  a 
sphere,  and  leave  part  of  the  ear. 
Tlie  beheaded  letters  will  spell 
a  delightful  rec- 
reation. 

A.     B.      BARNES 

(Member   of 
League). 

phonetic 
additions. 

(Example: 
To  a  busy  little 
insect  add  ten 
and  make  to 
have  van- 

quished.    Ans- 
wer, Bee-ten,  beaten.) 

1.  To  a  title  of  nobility  add  ten  and  make  sure. 

2.  To  a  worthless  dog  add  ten,  and  make  a 
kind  of  drapery. 

3.  To  a  coast  add  ten,  and  make  to  curtail. 

4.  To  cook  add  ten,  and  make  to  terrify. 

5.  To   a  blind  animal  add   ten,  and  make    a   melted 
metal. 

6.  To  a  falsehood  add  ten,  and  make  to  become  less 
dark  or  lowering. 

7.  To  a  knot  add  ten,  and  make  to  make  closer. 

8.  To  hasten  atld  ten,  and  make  to  intensify. 

HERBERT    I.   PRIESTLEY. 


Cross-words:  i.  Endeavoring.  2.  A  famous  mu- 
sica!  composer.  3.  Carved.  4-  A  kind  of  cotton  cloth. 
5.    Hits.     6.   A  l-,uropean  people. 

From  I  to  2,  and  from  3  to  4,  when  read  in  connection, 
spell  a  holnlay.  m.  kthel  lek. 

(Winner  of  gold  and  silver  badges.) 

NOVEL   ZIGZAG. 

(Silver  Bailfrc,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 
All  of  the  eleven  words  described  contain  three  sylla- 
bles.    The  middle  syllables  all  contain  the  same  number 


PKIMAL  ACROSTIC  AND  DIAGONAL. 

I 

#    4f 

■*..*.... 

2 3 

Cross-words:  i.  Pertaining  to  the  body.  2.  One 
of  the  United  States.  3.  A  person  who  adheres  to  his 
sovereign.  4.  Clothing.  5.  A  reply.  6.  Unsafe.  7. 
To  disfigure.     8.   Power. 

From  I  to  2,  those  who  first  celebrated  Thanksgiving  ; 
from  I  to  3,  the  place  where  it  was  celebrated. 

HARRIET  MAKSTON  (League  Member). 
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On  the  day  before  Christmas,  or,  to  be  per-  father  decidedly.    "  Do  you  know  where  we  are 

fectly  accurate,  at   half-past   three    o'clock   on  at  all,  Peebles  ?  " 

the  afternoon  of  the  24th  of  December,  the  Imp  "  Well,"  Mr.  Peebles  began,  "  I  ain't  so  sure 

was  driving  through  a  heavy  Vermont  blizzard,  as  I  might  be,  but  I  gi/ess  we  're  on  the  road, 

huddled  on  the  back  seat  of  an  old-fashioned  I  guess  we  're  somewheres,  more  or  less." 

sleigh,  between  his  mother  and  his  Aunt  Ger-  The  rest  of  the  party,  cold  and  unha])jjy  as 

trude.      Facing    them  sat    his    father  and    his  they  were,  laughed  at  this  cautious  remark,  and 

Uncle  Stanley ;  and  Joshua  Peebles,  the  driver,  the   Imp   poked   his  no.se  out  of  the  bearskin 

was  perched  upon  the  raised  seat  in  front.  rug  to  see  what  had  amused  them.     His  sharp 

The  Imp  was  cold  and  cramped ;  his  mother  little  eyes  pierced  the  thick  white  veil  around 

was  cold  and  frightened  ;  his  father  was   cold  them,  and  he  cried  triumphantly : 

and    angry.     And    the    horses,  to   judge   from  *' Here  we  are  !    Here 's  Grandma  Staftbrd's  I 

their    actions,  were    cold    and    tired,   for    they  Let 's  get  out,  cpiick  ! " 

stopjjed  suddenly  in  the  middle  of  the  whirling  Joshua  Peebles  shook  his  head.    "  No,  .sonny, 

flakes  and  refused  to  move  a  step,  for  all  Joshua  you  're  wrong.     This  ain't  your  gran'ma's  by  a 

Peebles's  clucking  and  urging.  good  three  mile.     We  ain't  near  to  any  place 

"Oh,  dear,"  cried  the  Imp's  mother,  "  what  — wish   we   were.     That  's  just  a  snow-bank 


a  dreadful  storm!  What  s/ia//  we  do,  Mr. 
Peebles?  Is  n't  this  terrible?  How  I  wish 
we  had  stayed  at  the  hotel  I  " 

"  Mebbe  't  would  'a'  been  jes'  as  well  if  you 
had,"  replied  Mr.  Peebles  politely. 

"That's   enough   of  that,"  said    the    Imp's 
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you  see."     He  stopped   suddenly  and   shaded 
his  eyes  with  his  big  red  worsted  gloves. 

"By  gracious,  it  is  a  house  I  "  he  shouted. 
"  It  ain't  Mis'  Stafford's,  but  it  is  Darius 
Hobbs's!  I  did  n't  know  we  'd  come  so  far. 
Now,  look  here,  folks;   I   guess   you   've  had 

All  rights  reserved. 
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enough  o'  this.  NOii  just  get  out  while  you  can, 
and  go  right  into  Darius's  and  wait  till  this  lets 
up.  The  team  can't  drag  you  much  further, 
and  that  's  a  fact.  With  your  weight  out,  I  '11 
take  'em  on  to  Mis'  Stafford's  —  it  ain't  but  two 
miles,  and  if  I  get  siailed  before  I  get  there  I 
can  stop  oft'  at  Deacon  Scofield's.  She  '11  know 
why  you  had  to  wait.     \\'hat  do  you  say?" 

"But  I  don't  see  any  house."  the  Imp's  fa- 
ther began  doubtfully. 

Mr.  Peebles  handed  him  the  reins,  jumped 
down,  sank  nearly  to  his  waist  in  snow,  and 
plowed  ahead  a  few  yards. 

"  Here  's  the  gate  !  "  he  called  back.  "  Come 
in  my  path  before  it  fills  up,  an'  bring  the 
ladies  along.     Hurry  up,  now  '.  " 

.Almost  before  they  realized  how  they  had 
come,  the  little  party  was  standing  on  the  snowy 
front  porch,  surrounded  by  traveling-bags  and 
suit-cases,  the  Imp  congratulating  himself  pub- 
licly on  his  good  eyesight ;  he  was  very  proud 
that  he  had  discovered  the  house  first. 

"  I  '11  ring  the  bell,  Mr.  Peebles,"  he  said, 
stamping  his  feet  in  imitation  of  the  men,  and 
seizing  the  white  china  bell-knob.  "  Here  's 
some  writing  pinned  up,"  he  added,  pointing 
to  a  sheet  of  paper  above  it. 

Aunt  Gertrude  stepped  forward,  shivering, 
and  read  the  writing  aloud. 

'■ '  Have  gone  to  Cousin  Lon's  for  the  day. 
Will  be  back  to-morrow,' "  she  read  with  chat- 
tering teeth. 

They  stared  at  one  another  in  consternation. 

"  Well,"  cried  Mr.  Peebles,  "if  that  ain't  the 
greatest!  Gone  over  to 'Lonzo's,  have  they? 
Well,  they  '11  stay  there  quite  a  spell,  I  guess. 
They  're  snowed-up  there,  jes'  as  you  're  snowed- 
uj)  here." 

Poor  little  Aunt  Gertrude  sank  down  on  the 
white  step  and  choked.  She  had  never  been  so 
cold  in  all  her  life.  The  Imp's  toes  began  to 
ache,  and  he  whined  fretfully.  Why  did  n't 
his  father  do  something  ? 

"  Well,  what  '11  we  do,  Joshua  ?  "  said  Uncle 
Stanley,  as  cheerfully  as  though  there  were  a 
dozen  things  they  /;//>///  do  and  he  were  offer- 
ing the  choice. 

"Do?"  repeated  Joshua,  "do?  Why,  just 
go  right  in  an'  make  yourselves  to  home, 
that 's  all !  Darius  and  his  folks  would  want  ye 


to  do  that.  I  know  where  they  keep  the  key," 
and  he  reached  up  behind  one  of  the  blinds 
and  took  down  a  l)ig  brass  door-key. 

"  Here,  Mr.  Stafford,  here  you  are.  Make  a 
fire  and  find  something  to  eat,  and  when  this 
lets  up  I  '11  come  and  get  you.  I  dares  n't 
leave  the  team  another  minute,  or  they  '11  freeze 
stiff".     Good-by  1  " 

They  watched  him  beat  a  way  to  the  dejected 
horses,  clamber  into  the  sleigh,  and  shake  the 
reins.  The  team  started  up,  the  bells  jingled 
faintly,  he  faded  into  the  shifting  flakes.  Uncle 
Stanley  half  lifted  Aunt  Gertrude  to  her  feet, 
patted  the  Imp's  heaving  shoulder,  fitted  the 
key  into  the  lock,  and  threw  open  the  front  door. 

"  Walk  in,  my  friends,  and  make  yourselves 
at  home,"  he  said  pohtely.  "  Ring  once  for 
ice-water,  twice  for  hot  water,  and  three  times 
for  the  bell-boy.  I  regret  that  the  family  is, 
with  the  exception  of  myself,  over  at  Cousin 
'Lonzo's,  but  anything  that  I  can  do — " 

"  Oh,  Stanley,  you  are  too  absurd  I  "  cried 
Aunt  Gertrude;  but  they  all  laughed,  and  then 
they  felt  better. 

The  Imp  pranced  ahead  into  the  deserted 
sitting-room,  and  looked  curiously  about  him. 
A  large,  tall  stove,  with  many  shining  knobs 
and  a  little  white  china  bowl  on  the  top,  stood 
well  toward  the  center.  The  carpet  was  cov- 
ered with  big  wreaths  of  bright  flowers,  which 
he  thought  cheerful  and  pretty  in  the  extreme, 
and  there  were  many  interesting  pictures  on  the 
walls.  He  was  just  beginning  the  careful  study 
of  one  hanging  over  the  worn  haircloth  sofa, 
in  which  an  enormous,  long-haired  man  with  a 
very  cross  face  was  engaged  in  bending  two 
great  stone  pillars  which  supported  the  build- 
ing he  was  about  to  destroy,  when  his  father 
caught  his  hand. 

"  On  to  the  wood-house,"  he  cried,  "  or 
\our  Aunt  Gertrude  will  turn  into  a  yellow- 
haired  icicle  with  a  pink  nose!"  And  he  led 
them  through  a  clean,  bare  kitchen  into  a  fas- 
cinating room  full  of  piled-up  logs,  little,  middle- 
sized,  and  big,  with  all  manner  of  shingles  and 
hghtwood  besides.  He  and  Uncle  Stanley 
and  the  Imp  carried  in  armfuls  of  this,  and  soon 
a  fire  was  lighted  in  the  black  stove,  and  they 
were  toasting  their  toes  in  a  circle  around  the 
shining    knobs.     As   the   light   glimmered  red 
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through  the  isinglass  doors,  casting  many  rosy  '•  Wliatis  it,  mother?    Tell  me.     Is  it  a  joke?" 

shadows  now  on  their  faces,  now  on  the  furni-  "A  joke?  "  repeated  Uncle  Stanley  huskily, 

tare,  and  the  delicious  warmtli  crept  into  their  ''A    joke?       H\-    all     means,    my    dear    :  hild. 

cold,  tireil  bodies,  a  sudden  impulse  seized  the  1    was    laughing    because    \()ur    (irandmoiher 

older  ones,  and  they  burst  into  laughter  till  the  Stafford   sprained   her   ankle,  and    we   thought 

room  rang  with  it,  the  Imp,  as  was  his  custom,  it  would  be  so  jileasant  to  spend  Christmas  in 

laughing    K)udest    of   all    as    he    sprawled    con-  the  countr\-  with  her  and  cheer  her  up!" 


^^•■# 


\> 


"'I     'LL     ring    the     B£iLL,'     SAID    THE     IMP,     ADDING,     '  HKKE     's     SOME     WRITING     PINNED     IP  !  '  " 

tentedly    on    a    gay    rug    by    the    side    of   his         "And    I."   said    the    Imjj's   mother,   pursing 

mother's  chair,  though    he   had   no   idea   what  her    moutii     into    a     (jueer    little    shape,    "  I 

they  all    were    so    merry  about.     When    Aunt  was    laughing   becau.se    I    packed    everybody's 

Gertrude  had  finished  at  last,  and  his  mother  presents    to    everybody    else   into    a    fine   big 

had    wiped   her  eyes,  the  Imp  turned   to   her  box    together,    so    they    would    be    easily    got 

curiously,  and  asked  confidentially  :  at  when  we  came  to  grandmother's." 
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"And  I,"  continued  the  Imp's  father,  a  little 
crossly,  "  /  was  laughing  because  1  insisted 
upon  storing  the  box  in  the  hotel  barn  to  save 
lifting  it  about  —  and  then  the  barn  burned  to 
the  ground." 

"  And  I,"  Aunt  Gertrude  concluded,  her  voice 
shaking  a  little,  she  had  laughed  so  hard,  "  I 
was  laughing  because  I  teased  Brother  Donald 
to  let  us  start  from  the  old  hotel,  blizzard  or  no 
blizzard,  till  he  gave  way  and  let  us  come  —  and 
here  we  are  I  " 

The  Imp  stared  at  them  a  moment  incredu- 
lously.    Then  he  shook  his  head. 

"  I  don't  believe  you  at  all !  "  he  declared 
with  decision.  "  I  don't  believe  a  word ! 
There  's  some  other  reason  !  " 

.'Vnd  then,  because  they  were  the  jolliest  fam- 
ily in  the  world,  and  never  gloomy  for  more  than 
an  hour  at  most,  they  began  to  laugh  again, 
and  actually  laughed  away  all  their  misfortunes. 

"  It  's  an  adventure,  a  real  adventure  !  "  cried 
the  Imp's  mother,  "  and  we  ought  to  be  de- 
lighted with  it.  We  're  a  house-party  for  over 
Christmas,  that  's  what  we  are  !  " 

"Well,  let's  inspect  the  house,  then,"  sug- 
gested Uncle  Stanley.  "  Imp,  lead  the  way. 
Take  us  to  our  rooms,  please." 

The  Imp  giggled  and  started  up  the  stairs. 
Four  doors  opened  on  the  narrow  upper  hall, 
and  he  peeped  into  each,  waving  the  rest  of  the 
party  back  till  he  had  made  his  assignments. 
After  a  swift  glance  into  the  third  room  he 
beckoned  Aunt  Gertrude  to  him. 

"  This  is  for  you,  'cause  the  looking-glass  is 
full  of  pictures,"  he  announced. 

She  entered  with  much  ceremony,  and  they 
peered  in  over  her  shoulder. 

"Yes,  this  must  be  the  daughter's  room," 
said  Mrs.  Stafford.  "  See  the  ribbons  on  the 
curtains,  and  the  little  knickknacks." 

"  This  one  with  the  blue  quilt  is  for  Uncle  Stan- 
ley," the  Imp  called  out  importantly,  "  'cause 
there  's  skates  and  a  hockey-stick  there  !  " 

Uncle  Stanley  bowed  and  took  possession 
of  his  proi>erty,  and  the  Imp  moved  on  to  the 
front  room. 

"  This  is  yours,"  he  said,  looking  slyly  up  at 
his  mother,  "  'cause  there  's  one  picture  here  like 
my  baby  picture,  and  one  like  when  I  was  three, 
and  one  like  me  with  my  corduroy  trousers !  " 


His  mother  leaned  down  and  kissed  him. 
"  Yes,"  she  said  softly,  "  this  is  the  mother's 
room.     And  where  is  yours,  dear  ?  " 

"  Mine  's  this  small  one  in  here,"  said  the 
Imp,  "  with  the  two  little  girls'  pictures." 

At  the  head  and  foot  of  the  cot-bed  hung 
pictures  of  a  little  pink-faced  girl  in  a  bright 
blue  frock,  with  a  chain  of  dai.sies  around  her 
neck.  Under  one  was  written,  "  Wide  Awake," 
under  the  other,  "  F'ast  Asleep,"  and,  as  Uncle 
Stanley  remarked,  there  was  no  doubt  tiiat  the 
legends  described  the  young  lady  correctly. 

"  There  's  a  door  between  ours,"  the  Imp 
added  in  confidence  to  his  mother,  "  same  as 
at  home.  I  guess  there  always  is,  most  us'ally, 
don't  you  ?  "  And  she  agreed  with  him  cor- 
dially. 

They  brought  up  their  bags  and  unpacked 
them,  so  as  to  spend  as  little  time  as  possible 
at  night  in  the  cold  upper  rooms  ;  and  then  with 
one  consent  they  fled  to  the  kitchen,  where  a 
fire  was  soon  lit.  Aunt  Gertrude  and  the  Imp's 
mother  smiling  and  competent  in  their  clean 
gingham  aprons,  and  his  father  and  Uncle 
Stanley  eagerly  stumbling  over  each  other 
in  their  well-meant  efforts  at  assistance.  They 
were  very  hungry,  and  delighted  shouts  greeted 
the  frizzling  ham  and  eggs  that  found  its  way 
to  the  stove,  and  the  good  home-made  bread 
and  deep  pumpkin-pie  that  came  out  of  the 
pantry. 

"  Only  we  sha'n't  have  any  real  Christmas 
dinner,"  said  Aunt  Gertrude,  a  little  sadly,  in 
the  midst  of  all  the  fun  and  chatter.  Aunt 
Gertrude  always  decorated  the  table  on  these 
occasions,  and  enjoyed  her  work  as  much  as  the 
praises  she  won  by  it. 

The  Imp's  mother  looked  mysteriously  at 
her,  one  hand  on  the  brown  stoneware  teapot. 

"  I  don't  know  about  that;  maybe  we  shall," 
she  announced.  "  When  I  went  into  the  cellar 
for  butter  I  saw  —  I  saw  —  " 

"  What  ?  Oh,  what  ?  "  they  cried  eagerly,  as 
she  paused. 

"  I  saw  a  big,  big  turkey,  w'ith  bowls  and 
bowls  of  cranberry  sauce!" 

"  Ah  !  " 

"  And  mince-pies  —  " 

"  Ah  !  " 

"  And  nuts  —  " 
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"  Ah !  " 

"And  I  could  make  a  pluiii-[iu(ldin^' ;  I  "m 
sure  I  could  !  " 

"Say  no  more,"  said  L'ncle  Stanley  sol- 
emnly, "  but  Gertrude,  start  the  decorated  place- 
cards  !  " 

"  Only,  only —  "  Mrs.  Stafford  looked  doul)t- 
fully  at  her  husband,  "  I  'm  not  sure  if  it  's  right, 
Don  ilear,  to  step  in  so  coolly  and  eat  up  their 
nice  Christmas  dinner.  Von  see,  when  they 
starteil  away  yesterda)  niorninij;,  it  was  just  the 
end  of  the  storm,  they  thought,  and  they  e\- 
jiected  to  be  back.  They  had  no  idea  it 
would  begin  again  at  noon.  .Xnd  we  ha\e  n't 
any  right  —  " 

"  For  that  matter,  we  have  n't  any  right  to 
this  ham  and  that  most  delectable  pie,  nor  to  the 
teather-beils  we  shall  get  into  to-night,"  said  the 
Imp's  f;\ther  cheerfully.  "  Where  do  we  draw 
the  line?  They  '11  eat  their  Christmas  dinner 
where  they  did  n't  expect  to,  and  if  they  're  nice 
people  they  '11  be  glad  that  this  surprise-party 
had  such  a  good  dinner  to  eat  at  their  house. 
1  should  n't  wonder  if  we  could  find  some  way 
to  repay  them  before  we  get  aw^ay." 

"Joshua  Peebles  .said  to  make  ourselves  at 
home;  yes,  he  said  Darius's  folks  would  want 
us  to,"  suggested  the  Imp  helpfully;  and  that 
seemed  to  setde  the  matter,  for  they  washed  the 
dishes  and  set  the  table  for  breakfast  in  the  best 
of  spirits. 

In  fact,  as  they  sat  about  the  stove  in  the  sit- 
ting-room and  laughed  till  they  cried,  as  they 
discussed  the  probable  characteristics  of  the 
Hobbs  family,  each  one  drawing  a  vivid  picture 
of  some  member  of  it,  and  insisting  that  he  was 
right  and  the  others  wrong  if  they  held  differ- 
ent views,  they  almost  forgot  that  the  box  was 
burned,  and  that  something  was  lacking  this 
Christmas  Eve. 

Suddenly,  however,  in  the  midst  of  Uncle 
Stanley's  brilliant  picture  of  William  Henry 
Hobbs,  whose  room  he  was  to  occupy,  and 
who,  he  insisted,  had  gray  eyes  and  hated 
baked  beans,  the  Imp  heaved  a  sigh. 

"  We  've  none  of  us  got  any  presents  on  the 
tree,  have  we?"  he  said  softly — "not  even  one." 

"  That 's  a  fact,  Imp,"  Uncle  Stanley  agreed. 
"  It  is  a  pity,  too.  If  I  had  just  one,  I  would  n't 
mind.     Just  the  idea  of  the  thing,  you  know." 


i'hey  looked  at  one  another  in  silence.  Then 
the  four  older  ones  got  up  from  their  chairs  as 
one  person  and  ran  upstairs.  In  a  few  minutes 
they  came  down,  one  by  one,  and  as  if  they  had 
waited  for  the  coast  to  clear  before  they  ven- 
tured. When  thc\-  had  settled  themselves, 
somewhat  consciously,  in  separate  and  distant 
c  hairs,  the  Imp's  father  arose,  stepped  toward 
Uncle  Stanley  with  a  package  in  his  hand,  and 
remarked  : 

'*  .M\-  dear  Stanlc}',  let  me  present  you  with 
this  box  of  fine  cigars,  with  my  compliments 
and  best  wishes  for  the  season.  They  arc 
really  too  good  for  you,  but  Christmas  comes 
but  once  a  year." 

Uncle  Stanley  seized  his  })reseiU  with  un- 
feigned delight,  even  cutting  a  little  caper  as 
he  lucked  it  under  his  left  arm.  With  his 
right  hand  he  offered  his  brother  a  long,  slim 
object. 

"  My  dear  Donald,"  he  replied,  "  let  me, 
before  thanking  you  for  this  truly  valuable  and 
unexpected  (by  both  of  us)  jiresent,  beg  your 
acceptance  of  my  fountain-pen,  for  which  you 
have  hinted  in  vain  for  two  years,  and  which  I 
am  certain  you  have  been  near  .stealing  before 
this.  A  merry  Christmas  and  a  happy  New 
Year !  " 

The  Imp's  father  smiled  broadly  and  grasped 
the  pen  eagerly. 

"  Good  enough  I  "  he  cried.  "  I  'd  rather 
have  this  than  anything  you  own,  Stan !  " 

They  all  laughed  with  excitement,  wonder- 
ing what  would  come  next,  and  Aunt  Gertrude 
took  the  floor. 

"  Here  is  my  alligator  card-case,  Stanley," 
she  said,  "  so  you  won't  need  to  borrow  it  any 
more.    Be  careful  of  it, and — merry  Christmas!  " 

"  Bless  you,  Gertrude,"  returned  Uncle  Stan- 
ley. "  I  can't  go  all  around,  but  you  '11  get 
your  reward  sometime,  and  meanwhile  I  take 
great  i)leasure  in  presenting  you,  my  dear 
nephew,  with  this  camera,  which  is  a  much 
larger  one  than  I  should  ever  have  purchased 
for  you,  and  with  which  I  ask  only  that  you  '11 
allow  me  to  get  a  few  of  these  bliz/ard  scenes." 

Speechless  with  joy,  the  Imj;  seized  the 
camera  and  balanced  it  in  his  treml)ling  hands. 
I  lis  cup  ran  over. 

"Gertrude,"  said    Mr.   Stafford,   "I   believe 
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you  have  often  remarked  that  these  sleeve-links 
matched  your  belt-buckle.  Let  me  offer  them 
to  you,  with  the  compliments  of  the  season  I  " 

'*()h.  brother  Don  I  'I'hey  are  too  lovely!" 
sighed  Aunt  Gertrude,  Husiiing  with  pleasure. 
"  Helen,  dear,  tiiis  is  only  my  '  party  '  handker- 
chief, but  you  always  said  it  was  the  prettiest 
one  vou  ever  saw";  and  she  laid  it  in  her 
sister's  lap. 

Mrs.  Stafford  drew  two  fat,  s(|uare  boxes 
from  behind  her  back  and  extended  her  hands 
to  the  Imp's  father  and  I'nc  le  Stanley. 

'*  Here,  you  two  babies,'"  she  said,  "  let  me 
pat  my  lovely  handkerchief,  and  take  this  old- 
fashioned  molasses,  Don;  yours  are  burnt 
almonds,  Stanley !  " 

The  Imp  interrupted  their  thanks.  "  Every- 
body 's  given  something  to  everybody  else  but 
just  excepting  me,"  he  said  sorrowfully,  "  and  I 
have  n't  a  single  present,  'cause  all  my  things 
were  packed  in  mother's  bag,  and  it  's  only 
clothes  and  cough  med'cine,  anyway  —  you 
would  n't  want  'em.  But  I  'm  going  to  give 
something  to  somebody,  just  the  same.  I  'm 
going  to  give  my  '  Sports  of  All  Nations '  puzzle 
to  little  Hezekiah  Greenleaf  Hobbs,  that  sleeps 
in  my  little  room  !  " 

They  looked  at  one  another  silently.  "It  's 
the  best  present  that  's  been  made  to-night, 
Perry  boy,"  said  his  father.  "  and  I  'm  going  to 
leave  my  'Kidnapped'  and  'Treasure  Island' 
here  for  Mr.  Hobbs.  I  see  he  's  a  reading 
man  by  the  books  on  the  table,  and  I  '11  read 
something  else  at  grandmother's." 

"  I  '11  put  my  new  blue  satin  stock  in  the 
bureau  drawer  when  I  go,"  said  Aunt  Ger- 
trude, after  a  moment. 

"  And  I  '11  give  William  Henry  my  cIuIj- 
skates  that  I  brought  up,"  added  Uncle  Stan- 
ley;   "his    are    clumsy,  old-fashioned    things." 

The  Imp's  mother  hugged  him  and  smiled 
on  them  all. 

"Isn't  this  fun  ?"  she  asked  them  delight- 
edly. •■  Won't  they  be  surprised  ?  I  shall  leave 
my  new  bedroom  slippers  for  Mrs.  Hobbs;  I 
noticed  hers,  and  they  're  about  worn  out. 
I  'm  so  glad  I  had  big  bows  put  on,  and  saved 
them.  They  're  just  her  size.  And  we  must 
write  them  a  letter,  and  tell  them  what  a 
good,  good  time  we  had,  must  n't   we  ?  " 


They  trooped  U|)stairs  wiiii  their  presents, 
the  Imp  assuring  any  une  who  cared  to  listen 
that  no  Christmas  he  had  ever  known  could 
compare  in  brillianc\  and  bliss  with  this  one; 
but  as  they  all  were  telimg  one  another  the  same 
thing,  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  anybody  heard 
hiiu. 

Christmas  morning,  after  breakfast,  they  sat 
([uietly  about  the  stove,  while  the  Imp's  father 
read  to  them  out  of  a  big  calf-bound  Bible 
about  that  First  Birlhda\- ;  and  the  Imp,  who 
had  gone  out  earl\-  with  the  men,  through  all 
the  sheds  and  buildings  that  joined  the  hou.se 
to  the  barn,  to  find  something  for  the  chickens 
and  cows  and  horses  to  eat, —  his  father,  who 
had  been  a  boy  on  a  farm,  had  thought  of  that, 
—  remembered  the  dimness  of  the  big  barn, 
and  the  warm,  moist  smell  of  the  stable,  and 
wove  it  into  the  story  till  he  seemed  to  see  it 
all.  Then  they  went  into  the  parlor,  and  Aunt 
Ciertrude  sat  down  in  front  of  the  melodeon  in 
the  corner,  and  they  sang  "  It  Came  upon  the 
Midnight  Clear,"  which  was  the  Imp's  favorite 
hymn,  as  it  is  that  of  many  people,  and  which 
he  shouted  so  lustily  as  to  shake  the  glass 
pri.sms  on  the  candelabra  beside  him. 

And  the  dinner!  His  mother  rolled  up  her 
sleeves  and  made  a  j)udding  of  puddings, — 
she  seemed  to  find  the  spices  by  instinct, — 
while  Aunt  (iertrude  set  the  table,  and  trimmed 
it  with  cranberry  strings  and  evergreen  sprigs 
that  Uncle  Stanley  pulled  oft",  leaning  out  of  an 
attic  window.  The  farm-house  cellar  was  a 
cave  of  treasures.  "  They  seem  to  know  just 
what  we  like,"  the  Imp  remarked,  as  they 
cracked  the  butternuts  on  a  Hat-iron  and  se- 
lected the  celery.  There  was  food  and  fuel 
enough  to  stand  a  siege,  as  his  father  said,  and 
they  watched  the  steady  fall  of  the  flakes  with 
more  interest  than  dismay. 

^Vhen  the  turkey  smoked  in  the  oven,  they 
put  on  the  best  their  traveling-bags  afforded, 
and  sat  merrily  down  around  the  red  and  green 
table.      Never,  never  were  dishes  so  delicious. 

'•  Vou  must  really  cook  your  Christmas  din- 
ner to  appreciate  it,"  said  Uncle  Stanley,  who 
had  done  little  but  pound  his  finger  on  the 
flat-iron  and  steal  the  celery  hearts. 

Later  they  drank  toasts  in  black  coftee  to  the 
Hobbs    I'amily,  collectively    and    individually, 
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and  made  plans  for  inviting  them  to  their  next 
Christmas  at  grandmother's. 

"  For  I  'm  sure  they  're  nice,  nice  people," 
said  the  Imp's  mother. 

And  after  dinner  they  popped  corn  in  the 
stove,  and  told  stories,  and  played  the  most 
delightful  games,  of  which  they  knew  more 
than  any  other  family  in  the  world,  and  alto- 
gether so  enjoyed  themselves  that  not  till  a 
thundering  knock  at  the  door  sent  them  to  the 
windows  did  they  realize  that  the  storm  had 
stopped. 

Joshua  Peebles  stared  in  at  the  corn-popper, 
the  candy,  and  the  merry,  brightly  dressed 
ladies. 

"  Well,  well,"  he  said,  "  I  guess  you  ain't  so 
bad  off,  after  all !  You  seem  to  keep  your 
spirits  up.  I  keep  the  snow-plow  up  to  my 
place,  an'  the  minute  it  stopped,  I  started  out. 
So  you  can  get  up  to  ol'  Mis'  Stafford's  right 


away.  I  passed  by  'Lonzo  Dearborn's  place, 
and  yelled  out  to  'em  that  you  was  here,  an' 
they  yelled  back  they  hoped  you  'd  found  the 
turkey.  They  wanted  you  should  have  every- 
thing just  's  if  you  was  in  your  own  home." 

"There!"  cried  the  Imp's  mother,  "  I  said 
they  were  nice,  nice  people  !  " 

"An'  so  they  are,"  said  Joshua  Peebles  — 
"  nice  as  they  make  'em  !  Now  come  on,  and 
maybe  you  '11  get  a  little  of  your  Christmas 
yet." 

"  My  dear  Mr.  Peebles,"  said  Uncle  Stanley, 
in  his  best  manner,  "  we  have  had  more  Christ- 
mas to  the  square  inch  than  we  have  enjoyed 
for  many  years.  A  tree,  Mr.  Peebles,  is  for  insti- 
tutions ;  stockings  are  for  the  very  young  only. 
For  real  pleasure  all  round,  let  me  recommend 
to  you  a  Christmas  on  an  abandoned  farm  !  " 

"  Except  I  'd  like  to  have  seen  little  Heze- 
kiah  Greenleaf  Hobbs !  "  murmured  the  Imp. 
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Thk  pines  are  black  on  Sierra's  slope, 

And  white  are  the  drifted  snows; 
The  flowers  are  gone,  the  buckthorn  bare, 
And  chillv  the  north  wind  blows. 
'I'hc  pine-boughs  creak. 
And  the  pine-trees  speak 
A  language  the  north  wind  knows. 


There  's  never  a  track  leads  in  or  out 
Of  the  cave  of  the  big  brown  bear; 
The  sfjuirrels  have  hid  in  their  deepest  holes, 
And  fastened  the  doors  with  care. 
The  red  fox  prowls. 
And  the  lean  wolf  howls 
As  he  hunts  far  down  from  the  lair. 

The  eagle  hangs  on  the  wing  all  day, 

On  the  chance  of  a  single  kill ; 
The  little  gray  hawk  hunts  far  and  wide 
Before  he  can  get  liis  fill. 
The  snow-wreaths  sift, 
And  the  blown  snows  drift 
To  the  canyons  deep  and  still. 
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THE    PRL\CESS  LOVELY- 
LOCKS. 

{A    Christ  mas  Fantasy.) 


Bv  Hi:le.\   Gray  Cone. 


At  midnight  clear,  as  Bessy  dear  was  nestled 

warm  in  bed, 
To  hear  the  chimes,  the   silver  chimes,  she 

raised  her  sleepy  head ; 
And  all  the  troop  of  pleasant  thoughts  that 

Christmas  always  brings 
Came    fluttering   round   her   pillow,    like    a 

flight  of  elfin  wings. 

She   thought  about   the   Christmas  tree  that 

was  her  heart's  delight, 
With   tapers   tall   and  many  a  ball   of   gold 

and  silver  bright ; 
She  thought  of  skates  and  sugar-plums  and 

fairy-books  and  fun. 
Her  drowsy  lids  began  to  droop  ;  she  heard 

the  clock  strike  one. 


She    was    the    Princess    Lovely-locks ;     she 

paced  a  garden  fair ; 
She  pored  upon    an   ancient   book,   a  book 

of  magic  rare ; 
And   there,  in    letters   quaint,  she   read    the 

best  of  all  the  spells — 
To  turn   to  silver  sugar-plums  the  notes   of 

Christmas  bells. 

Then,  pondering  o'er  that  wondrous  book^ 
she  shook  her  head  and  sighed 

To  think  the  silver  sugar-plums  would  scat- 
ter far  and  wide  ; 

But  when  she  came  to  turn  the  leaf,  she 
found  a  spell  with  power 

To  bind  the  wriggle-giggle  elves  to  serve  a 
single  hour. 


Her    brother    Ted,    witli    curly    head,    hail 

ilared  to  boast  and  say 
He  'd  be  the  first  one  out  of  bed  at  dawn  of 

Christmas  Day. 
But  he  shall  see,  aha!"  said  she;  and  then, 

"  How  long  it  seems!" 
And  then — she  drifted,  drifted  down  a  silver 

tide  of  dreams. 


She  called  the  wriggle-giggle  elves  that  frisk 

beneath  the  moon. 
They  rode  on  furry  flittermice,  they  pranced 

with  pointed  shoon. 
She    sent    them    to    the    belfry-tower,    while 

folk  were  sound  asleep. 
To    catch   the   silver   sugar-plums   and   pile 

them  in  a  heap. 
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But    ah,    the   young    I^rince    Curly-pet    was 

Hstening  all  the  time  I 
With    laughter    gay    he    rushed    away,    the 

belfry  stair  to  climb. 
He  flung  the  sleepy  ringers  gold ;  he  locked 

the  door  within  ; 
lie    climbed    till    he  was  out  of  breath,  the 

sugar-plums  to  win. 

But  Leafy-ear  and  Twisty-top,  the  tricksiest 

of  elves, 
Could  point,  with  pride,  a  way  outside,  by 

stonv  knobs  antl  shelves ; 


And  soon  the   Princess  Lovely-locks  —  most 

wonderful  to  see — 
Went   leaping    up    the    belfry  like  a  squirrel 

up  a  tree! 

She  climl)cd  without,  and  he  within,  and  at 

the  top  they  met. 
1    really   meant    them    half   for   yf)u!"   said 

young  Prince  Curly-pet. 
The  little  wriggle-giggle  elves  were  tittering 

overhead, 
And — "Oh,  ho,  ho!      1   told  you  so!"  said 

earlv,  curly  Ted. 


' 


(B  ^'''^^^  -NOT 


"THINK     OI-'    THE     HIJVS    AND    CINI.S    WHO     BOKE 

THE    QUAINT    OLD     FIOUS     'NAMES    OF    GKACE.'" 


LITTLE    PURITANS. 

Bv    Iviiii-.i.    I'akion. 

Call  the  roll  o(  the  long  ago, 

Boys  and  girls  of  our  brisk  to-day  ; 
Faintly  still  to  harkening  ears 
Floats  an  echo  across  the  years 
Of  other  children's  i)lay. 

'I'hink  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  bore 

The  quaint  old  pious  "names  of  grace": 
Weighted  down  with  those  wondrous  names, 
Strange  that  they  still  could  })lay  at  games 
And  laugh  and  leap  and  race! 

Calm  Coiis'uh-r  and  placid  Jhicc 

^Vith  smiling  Sihiice  shy   and  sweet, 
Mercy  and  Low  and  Charity, 
Obedience,  Humility, 

Meek,  Modest,  and  Discreet, 

Frank-eyed  J\ii:;/iteoiis  and  blithe  Rejoice, 

Dimpled  Plenty  and  pale  Decline, 
Welcome  and  Thankful,  Gift,  their  mate, 
Eager  Willing  and  sober  Wait, 
Repine-not,  and  Resign, 

\\"\\.\\  Magnify  and  Sin-deny 

And  Hope-on-high  and  Trust, 
Zeal-of-the-laful  and  Stri'i'e-again, 
Hate-evil,  Cleanse-mine-heart,  Refrain, 
Earth,  Loivly,  Ashes,  Dust, 

More-trial  and  Deliverance 

And   Weep-not  and  Content, 
Preserved,  Approved,  Elected  too, 
Fight-the-good-fight-of-faith  and    True- 
Repentance  and  Lament, 

Faint-not  and    Uyestle,  God-reward, 

N^o- merit,  and  Reviled, 
Flv-temptation,  Sorry  for-sin. 
And   Through-much-tribulation.7ve.enter-in- 
To-the-kingdom-of-heaven.    ( Poor  child ! ) 

Young  folk,  catch  your  breath  and  laugh 

(As,  honoring  still,  you  may) 
At  the  good,  grave  folk  of  tho  long  ago 
Who  named  their  innocent  babies  so, 
And  be  thankful  for  to-day! 


Bv  Adeline  Knapp. 


The  following  story  is  the  second  of  the  long  stories  complete  in  one  nn/niier  that  are  to  appear  in  the 
present  volume  of  ^T.  NICHOLAS. 

//  is  a  stirring,  romantic  tale,  interesting  to  boys  and  girls  alike,  and  dealing  luith  the  time  of  the  robber- 
barons  in  Germany,  "when  the  sunlight  fell  on  glancing  steel  and  floating  pennoti,^^  and  lidien  the  nobles 
'Mere  absolute  lords  of  their  own  castles  and  the  regions  round  about.  It  7i<as  the  time  of  the  crusaders,  too, 
and  of  the  outlaw,  and  of  sudden  changes  in  the  life  of  man  and  boy. 

iVe  commend  the  story  to  all  our  readers,  who,  we  are  sure,  will  be  glad  to  follow  the  fortunes  of  the  lad  left 
by  the  "  shining  knight"  to  t>ecoine  the  ward  of  the  armorer,  and,  later, — 7vell,  read  the  story. 


Chapter   I. 

WHAT    THE    CHILDREN     SAW     FROM     THE     PLAY- 
GROUND    ON    THE    PLATEAU. 

One  sunny  forenoon  in  the  month  of  May, 
more  than  six  hundred  years  ago,  a  few  boys 
and  girls  were  playing  under  some  gnarled,  low 
trees  that  clustered  in  small  grou[)s  here  and 
there  in  a  pleasant  meadow  on  a  high  plateau. 
This  meadow  was  part  of  a  great  table-land  over- 
looking a  wide  stretch  of  country.  The  south 
side  descended  in  a  steep  cliff,  and  up  and  down 
its  slope  the  huts  of  a  little  village  seemed  to 
climb  along  the  stony  path  that  led  to  the 
plateau.      Farther  away  lines   of  dark   forest 


stretched  off  out  of  sight.  On  all  sides  were 
mountains,  covered  with  trees  or  crowned  with 
snow,  from  which,  when  the  sun  went  down, 
the  wind  blew  chill.  Beyond  the  stream  a 
highwav  climbed  the  valley,  and  the  children 
could  see,  from  their  playground,  the  place 
where  it  issued  from  the  edge  of  the  wood  and 
wound  through  a  narrow  pass  among  the  hills. 
Toward  the  north,  and  far  overhead,  rose  the 
grim  walls  and  towers  of  the  great  castle  that 
watched  the  pass  and  sheltered  the  little  vil- 
lage on  the  cliff-side.  Those  were  rude,  stern 
times,  and  the  people  in  the  village  were  often 
glad  of  the  protection  which  the  castle  gave 
from   attacks  by   stranger  invaders ;   but  they 
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paid  for  their  security  from  time  to  time  wlien 
the  defenders  tliemselves  sallied  forth  upon  the 
hamlet  and  took  toll  from  its  flocks  and  herds. 

It  was  "the  evil  time  when  there  was  no 
emj)eror  "  in  Germany.  Of  real  rule  there  was 
none  in  the  land,  but  every  man  held  his  life  in 
his  own  charge.  Knights  sworn  to  deeds  of 
mercy  and  bravery,  re- 
turning from  the  holy 
war  at  Jerusalem,  were 
undone  by  the  lawless- 
ness of  the  times,  and, 
forgetful  of  all  knightly 
vows,  turned  robbers 
and  foes  where  they 
should  have  been  war- 
ders and  helpers.  The 
lesser  nobles  and  land- 
holders were  become 
freebooters  and  plun- 
derers, while  the  com- 
mon people,  pillaged 
and  oppressed  by 
these,  had  few  rights 
and   less  freedom. 

The  children  under 
the  oak-trees  played  at 
knights  and  robbers. 
Neighboring  the  mea- 
dow was  the  common 
pasture  where  teth- 
ered goats  and  sheep, 
and  large,  slow  cattle, 
stood  them  as  great 
flocks  and  caravans  to 
sally  out  upon  and 
harry.  Now  and  again 
a  party  would  break 
forth  from  one  clump 
of  trees  to  raid  their 
playmates  in  a  pre- 
tended village  within 
another.  Of  storming 
castles,  or  of  real 
knight's  play,  they 
knew  naught ;  for  they 
were  of  the  common  people,  poor  working-folk 
sunk  to  a  state  but  little  above  thraldom,  and 
they  heard,  in  the  guarded  talk  of  their  elders, 
stories  only  of  the  robber-knights'  dark  acts. 

Vol.  XXIX.— 15. 


never  of  deeds  daring  and  true,  such  as  belong 
to  unspotted  knighthood. 

As  the  young  folk  lay  in  make-believe  ambush 
among  the  shrubbery  near  the  edge  of  the  pla- 
teau, Ludovic,  the  oldest  boy,  suddenly  called 
to  them  to  look  where,  from  the  forest,  a  figure 
on  horseback  was  coming  out  upon  the  highway. 


THE    TWO     KNIGHIS     WHEKI.KD      IHKIK     HOKSKS     AM)     DASHED    AT     K.\CH     OTMEK 
AGAIN     AND     AGAIN."         (SEE    NEXT     PAGE.) 


"See!"  Ludovic  cried.  "Yonder  comes  a 
sightly  knight.  Look,  Hansei,  at  his  shining 
armor  and  his  glittering  lance." 

"  He  is  none  of  hereabout,"  nodded  Hansei, 
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flashing  his  wide  blue  eyes  upon  the  gleaming 
figure.  "  Mv  lord's  men-at-arms  are  none  so 
shining  fair.    Whence  may  he  be,  Ludovic?" 

"How  should  I  know?"  asked  Ludovic, 
testily,  with  the  older  boy's  vexation  when  a 
youngster  asks  him  that  which  he  cannot  an- 
swer. "Small  chance  he  bringeth  good,"  added 
he,  "  wherever  he  be  from  ;  but,  in  any  case,  let 
us  lie  here  until  he  passes." 

"  He  weareth  a  long  ruddy  beard,"  said  keen- 
eyed  Gretel,  as  a  slight  bend  in  the  road 
brought  the  knight  full-facing  the  group. 

"  It  is  no  long  beard,"  said  Hansei,  who  had 
been  watching  eagerly.  "  'T  is  something  that 
he  bears  before  him  at  his  saddle-peak." 

This  was,  indeed,  true.  The  shining  stranger, 
as  the  children  could  now  plainly  see,  held  in 
front  of  him,  on  the  saddle-peak,  a  good-sized 
burden,  though  what  it  was  the  young  watchers 
could  not,  for  the  distance,  make  out.  Never- 
theless, they  could  see  that  it  was  no  common 
burden  ;  nor,  in  truth,  was  it  any  common  figure 
that  rode  along  the  highway.  He  was  still 
some  distance  off,  but  already  the  children 
began  to  hear  the  ring  of  the  great  horse's  iron 
hoofs  on  the  stones  of  the  road,  and  the  jangle 
of  metal  about  the  rider  when  sword  and  armor 
clashed  out  their  music  to  the  time  of  trotting 
hoofs.  But  as  they  watched  and  harkened, 
their  delight  and  wonder  ever  growing,  there 
came  suddenly  to  their  ears,  when  the  knight 
had  now  drawn  much  closer,  the  tuneful  wind- 
ing of  a  horn. 

The  rider  on  the  highway  heard  the  sound 
as  well ;  but,  to  the  children's  amaze,  instead  of 
pricking  forward  the  faster,  like  a  knight  of  hot 
courage,  he  drew  rein  and  turned  half-way 
about,  as  minded  to  seek  shelter  among  the  wil- 
lows growing  along  stream.  There  was  no 
shelter  there,  however,  for  man  or  horse,  and 
on  the  other  hand  the  narrowing  valley  shut  the 
road  in,  with  no  footing  up  the  wooded  bluff. 
When  the  knight  saw  all  this,  he  rode  close 
into  the  thicket,  and  leaning  from  his  saddle, 
dropped,  with  wondrous  gentleness,  his  burden 
among  the  osiers. 

"  'T  is  some  treasure,"  murmured  Ludovic. 
"He  fears  the  robber-knights  may  get  it." 

By  now  there  showed,  coming  down  the  pass, 
another  knight ;   but  the  second  comer  was  no 


such  goodly  figure  as  the  one  below.  His 
armor,  instead  of  gleaming  in  the  sunlight,  was 
tarnished  and  stained.  His  helmet  was  black 
and  unplumed,  and  upon  his  shield  appeared 
the  white  cross  of  a  Crusader.  Nevertheless, 
albeit  of  no  glistening  splendor,  he  was  of  right 
knightly  mien,  and  the  horse  he  bestrode  was  a 
fine  creature,  whose  springy  step  seemed  to 
scorn  the  road  he  trod. 

"  'T  is  a  knight  from  the  castle,"  the  chil- 
dren said,  and  Hansei  added,  "  Mighty  Herr 
Banf  it  is,  I  know  him  by  his  white  cross.  Now 
there  will  be  fighting!  " 

Down  below,  where  the  road  widened  a  bit, 
winding  with  a  bend  of  the  stream,  the  shining 
stranger  sat  his  horse,  waiting,  lance  at  rest,  to 
see  what  the  black  knight  would  do.  The  mo- 
ment the  latter  espied  him  he  left  the  matter  in 
no  doubt,  but  couched  his  lance,  and  bore  hard 
along  the  road,  as  minded  to  make  an  end  of 
the  stranger ;  whereupon  the  latter  urged  for- 
ward his  own  steed,  and  the  two  came  together 
with  a  huge  rush,  so  that  the  crash  of  armor 
against  armor  rang  out  fierce  and  clear  up  the 
pass,  and  both  spears  were  shattered  in  the 
onset. 

Then  the  two  knights  fought  with  their 
swords,  deahng  such  blows  as  seemed  to  the 
children,  watching,  enough  to  fell  forest  trees. 
They  wheeled  their  horses  and  dashed  at  each 
other  again  and  again,  until  the  air  was  filled 
with  the  din  of  fighting,  and  the  young  watchers 
were  spellbound  at  the  sight. 

The  shining  stranger  was  a  knight  of  \-alor, 
despite  the  unwillingness  he  first  showed.  He 
laid  on  stoutly  with  his  blade,  so  that  more  than 
once  his  foe  reeled  in  the  saddle  ;  but  the  black 
knight  came  back  each  time  with  greater  fury, 
while  the  stranger  and  his  horse  were  plainly 
weary. 

E.specially  was  this  true  of  the  horse.  Still 
eagerly  he  wheeled  and  sprang  forward  to  each 
fresh  charge  ;  but  each  time  he  dashed  on  more 
heavily,  and  more  than  once  he  stumbled,  so 
that  his  rider  missed  a  blow,  and  was  like  to 
have  come  to  the  ground  through  the  empty 
swing  of  his  sword. 

At  last  the  Crusader  came  on  with  mighty 
force,  whereupon  his  foe  charged  again  to  meet 
him ;  but  the  weary  horse  stumbled,  caught  him- 
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self,  staggered  forward  a  pace  or  two.  and  came 
first  to  his  knees,  then  shoulder  down,  upon  the 
rough  stones  of  the  road.  The  shining  knight 
pitched  forward  over  his  head  and  lay  cjuite  still 
in  the  highway,  while  the  Crusader  reined  in 
beside  him  with  threatening  hhule,  and  shouted 
to  him  to  cry  "  quits."  But  the  stranger  neither 
moved  nor  spoke ;  so  the  other  alighted  from 
his  horse,  and  bent  over  him  to  sec  his  face. 

When  he  had  done  this  he  drew  back,  and 
putting  his  horn  to  his  lips,  blew  four  great 
blasts,  which  he  repeated  again  and  again,  wait- 
ing after  each  to  listen. 

Presently  an  answering  horn  sounded  in  the 
distance,  and  a  little  later  a  party  of  mounted 
men  came  dashing  down  the  road  from  the 
castle.  These  clusteretl  aiiout  the  fallen  knight, 
and  when  one,  who  seemed  to  be  their  leader, 
and  whom  the  children  knew  for  Baron  Ever- 
hardt  himself,  saw  the  stranger's  face,  he  turned 
to  the  victor  and  for  very  joy  smote  him  be- 
tween the  iron-clad  shoulders,  from  which  the 
children  thought  that  the  new-comer  could  have 
been  no  friend  of  their  baron. 

Then  the  men  stooped  and,  by  main  force, 
lifted  the  limp  figure  in  its  jangling  armor,  and 
set  it  astride  the  great  horse  that  stood  stupidly 
by  as  wondering  what  had  befallen  his  master. 
The  latter  made  no  move,  but  lay  forward  on 
the  good  steed's  neck,  and  so  they  made  him 
fast,  after  doing  which  the  whole  party  turned 
their  faces  upward,  and  rode  along  toward  the 
castle. 

Not  until  the  last  sound  died  away  up  the 
pass  did  the  children  come  out  from  their  maze 
and  great  awe.  They  drew  back  from  the  edge 
of  the  cliff  and  looked  wonderingly  at  one  an- 
other, for  it  seemed  to  them  as  if  years  must 
have  gone  by  since  they  had  begun  their  play 
on  the  plateau.     At  last  Ludovic  spoke. 

"The  treasure  is  still  among  the  osiers,"  he 
said.  "  When  night  falls,  Hansei,  thou  and  I 
will  slip  down  across  the  stream  and  find  it. 
There  may  be  great  riches  there.  But  no  word 
about  it ;  for  if  they  knew  it  at  the  castle  we 
should  lose  our  pains." 

Solemnly  Hansei  agreed  to  Ludovic's  plan, 
and  the  children  left  the  plateau,  thinking  of 
all  that  they  had  seen,  and  silently  climbed 
down  the  path  to  their  homes  along  the  cliff. 


CHAI'lKk    II. 


now    KAKI.     IIIK    AKMORKK    TOOK     THE    SHINING 

KMCIir's     IKKASURE    FROM    AMONC 

THK    OSIERS. 

TnK  children  Iiad  scarcely  gone  from  the 
plateau  when  there  came  down  the  defile  from 
the  castle  a  tall,  I)road-shouldered  man,  clad  in 
leather  that  was  worn  and  creased,  showing 
much  hard  wear.  Over  his  left  shoulder  he 
carried  two  great  swords  in  their  scabbards, 
and  his  right  hand  gripped  a  long,  stout  staff. 
The  face  beneath  his  hood  was  brown  and 
weather-beaten,  of  long  and  thoughtful  molrl, 
l)ut  turned  from  overmuch  sternness  by  the 
steady,  kindly  gleam  of  his  gray  eyes. 

Had  the  children  still  been  upon  the  plateau 
they  would  have  known  the  figure  for  Karl  of 
the  forge  in  the  forest  below  the  village.  He 
had  been,  as  was  often  his  errand,  to  the  castle, 
this  time  with  a  breastlet  that  he  had  wrought 
for  the  baron,  and  was  returning  with  the  very 
sword  wherewith  the  Herr  Banf  had  made  end 
of  the  shining  knight,  and  with  that  blade  also 
which  had  been  the  stranger's  own,  to  make 
good  all  hurts  to  their  tempered  edges  and  fit 
them  for  further  service  in  battle. 

He  swung  along  the  descending  road  uiuil 
he  came  over  against  the  i)lace  by  the  clump  of 
osiers,  where  the  children  had  seen  the  knight 
drop  his  burden.  There  he  suddenly  stopped, 
and  leaned  to  listen.  He  thought  that  he  heard 
a  faint  cry  from  the  green  tangle  ;  so  he  waited 
a  little  space,  to  learn  if  it  would  sound  again. 
Sure  enough,  it  came  a  second  time — a  feeble, 
piteous  moan,  as  of  some  young  creature  in 
distress,  and  .spent  with  long  wailing. 

He  plunged  in  among  the  osiers;  but  he  had 
gone  but  a  step  or  two  when  he  started  back 
in  dismay,  for  he  had  nearly  trodden  upon  a 
yellow-haired  babe  who  .sat  among  the  willows. 
He  reached  up  his  arms,  and  Karl  stooped  and 
raised  him  to  his  broad  chest. 

"Now.  what  foul  work  is  here?  "  he  muttered 
to  himself.  "  This  is  no  chick  from  the  village, 
nor  from  the  castle  either,  or  there  would  have 
been  hue  and  cry  ere  this  I" 

He  pressed  back  the  little  face  that  had  been 
buried  against  his  neck,  and  surveyed  it  sharply. 

"What  is  thv  name,  little  one?"  he  demanded. 
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At  sound  of  the  armorer's  voice  the  cliild 
again  looked  at  him,  and  seemed  not  to  under- 
stand the  question  until  Karl  had  several  times 
repeated  it,  saying  the  words  slowly  and  plainly, 
when  at  last  the  baby  said,  with  a  touch  of 
impatience:  "  Wulf.  Wulf,"  adding  plaintively  : 
"  \\'u\(  hungry." 

Then  he  broke  down  and  sobbed  tiredly  on 
Karl's  big  shoulder,  so  that  tlie  armorer  was 
fain  to  hush  him  softly,  comforting  him  with 
wonderful  gendeness,  while  he  drew  from  his 
own  wallet  a  bit  of  coarse  bread  and  gave  it 
to  the  little  fellow.  The  latter  ate  it  with  a  sharp 
appetite,  and  afterward  drank  a  deep  draught 
from  the  leather  cup  which  Karl  filled  from  the 
stream.  As  he  was  drinking,  a  sound  was  heard, 
as  of  some  one  passing  on  the  road,  whereupon 
the  boy  became  suddenly  still,  looking  at  Karl 
in  a  way  that  made  the  armorer  understand  that 
for  some  reason  it  had  been  taught  him  that 
unknown  sounds  were  a  signal  for  silence. 

"Ay?"  thought  Karl.  "That  's  naught 
like  a  baby.  He  has  been  with  hunted  men 
to  learn  that  trick." 

When  the  child  had  eaten  and  drunk  all  he 
would,  he  settled  down  again  in  Karl's  arms, 
asking  no  questions,  if,  indeed,  he  could  talk 
enough  to  do  so,  a  matter  of  which  the  armorer 
doubted ;  for  the  little  chap  was  but  three  or 
four  years  old  at  most.  He  took  it  kindly 
when  Karl  settled  him  against  his  shoulder, 
throwing  over  him  a  sort  of  short  cloak  of 
travel-stained  red  stuff,  in  which  he  had  been 
wrapped  as  he  lay  among  the  osiers,  and 
stepped  out  upon  the  road.  He  first  made 
sure  that  no  one  was  in  sight ;  then  he  walked 
hurriedly  forward,  minded  to  leave  the  highway 
as  soon  as  he  reached  a  little  foot-path  he  knew 
that  led  through  the  forest  to  his  forge. 

Good  fortune  favored  him,  and  he  gained 
the  foot-path  without  meeting  any  one  ;  so  that, 
ere  long,  the  two  were  passing  through  the 
deep,  friendly  wood,  the  baby  fast  asleep  in 
Karl's  arms.  Karl  stepped  softly  as  any  woman, 
lest  his  charge  awaken. 

Thus  they  fared,  until  at  last  they  reached 
the  forge  and  the  hut  where  the  armorer  dwelt 
alone.  Karl  laid  litde  Wulf  upon  a  heap  of 
skins  just  beyond  the  great  chimney,  and  began 
to  prepare  food  for  himself  and  his  charge. 


Chapter  III. 

HOW    WULF    FARED    AT    KARL    THE 
armorer's    HUT. 

Big  Karl  the  armorer  was  busy  at  his 
forge,  next  morning,  long  before  his  wee  guest 
awakened.  Working  with  deft  lightness  of 
hand  at  a  small,  long  anvil  close  beside  the 
forge,  Karl  had  tempered  and  hammered  the 
broken  point  of  Herr  Banf's  sword  until  the 
stout  blade  was  again  ready  for  yeoman  ser- 
vice, and  then  he  turned  to  the  stranger  knight's 
blade,  which  was  broken  somewhat  about  the 
hilt  and  guard. 

It  was  a  good  weapon,  and  as  Karl  traced 
his  finger  thoughtfully  down  its  length,  he 
turned  it  toward  the  open  door,  that  the  early 
sunlight  might  catch  it.  Then  he  suddenly  gave 
a  start,  and  hastily  carried  the  sword  out  into 
the  full  daylight,  where  he  stared  it  over  closely 
from  hilt  to  point,  turning  it  this  way  and  that, 
with  knit  brows  and  a  look  of  deep  sorrow  on 
his  browned  visage.  After  that  he  strode  into 
the  smithy,  and  went  over  to  where  the  boy  lay, 
still  fast  asleep. 

Turning  him  over  upon  the  pelts,  he  studied 
the  little  face  as  sharply  as  he  had  done  the 
sword,  noting  the  broad  white  brow,  the  deli- 
cate round  of  the  cheek,  and  the  set  of  the 
chin,  firm  despite  its  baby  curves ;  and  as  he 
did  so  a  great  sternness  came  over  the  face  of 
the  armorer. 

"  There  's  some  awful  work  here,"  he  said  at 
last  to  himself.  "  Heaven  be  praised  I  came 
upon  the  little  one!  Would  that  I  might  have 
had  a  look  at  the  face  of  that  big  knight." 

Still  musing,  he  turned  and  went  to  a  cleverly 
hid  cupboard  in  the  wall  beside  the  great  chim- 
ney. Opening  this,  he  disclosed  an  array  of 
blades  of  many  sorts  and  shapes,  and  from 
among  these  he  took  one  that  in  general  ap- 
pearance seemed  the  fellow  of  the  stranger's 
weapon,  save  that  it  had,  to  all  look,  seen  but 
scant  service  in  warfare. 

Karl  compared  the  two,  and  then  set  to  a 
strange  task.  Hanging  the  service-battered 
sword  naked  within  the  cupboard,  he  took  the 
new  blade  and  began  to  ill-treat  it  upon  his 
anvil — battering  the  hilt,  taking  a  bit  of  metal 
from  the  guard,  and  putting  nicks  into  the  edge. 
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only  to  beat  and  grind  them  very  carefully  out  This    done,  he  sheathed   it   in   the  scabbard 

again.     He  took  a  bottle  of  acid  from  a  shelf  which  the  stranger  had  worn,  and  which  was  a 

and  spilled  a  few  drops  where  blade  met  hilt,  fair  sheath,  wrought  with  gold  ornaments  cun- 

wipin"    it    off    again    when    it    had    somewhat  lu'ngly  ilexiseil.      Karl  looked  at  it  with  hanging. 


"PUTTING     HIS     HORN     TO     HIS     LIPS,     HE     BLEW     FOIR     CHEAT     BLASTS."         (SEE     PAGE     115.) 

Stained  and  roughened  the  steel.     This  rough-  "  I  M  like  well  to  save  it  for  ye,  youngster," 

ness  he  afterward  smoothed  away,  and  worked  he   said ;    "  but   't  is  a   fair  risk  as  it  stands, 

at  the  sword  until  he  had  it  looking  like  a  badly  Let  Herr  Ritter  Banf  alone  for  having  spied 

used  tool  put  in  good  order  by  a  skilful  smith,  the  gold  o'  this  sheath ;  it  must  e'en  go  back 
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to  him."  He  laid  the  sheathed  weapon  away 
in  a  chest  with  Herr  Banf's  own  until  such 
time  as  he  should  make  his  next  trip  to  the 
castle. 

He  had  hardly  done  when,  turning,  he  be- 
held the  child  watching  him  from  the  pile  of 
skins,  looking  at  the  strange  scene  about  him, 
but  keeping  quiet,  though  the  tender  lips  quiv- 
ered and  tlie  look  in  the  blue  eyes  filled  Karl 
with  pity. 

"There  's  naught  to  fear,  little  one,"  he  said 
with  gruff  kindness,  lifting  the  boy  from  the 
pile.  And  from  out  the  coals  of  the  forge  he 
drew  a  pannikin,  where  it  had  been  keeping 
warm  some  porridge. 

Very  gently  he  proceeded  to  give  the  por- 
ridge to  the  child,  with  some  rich  goat's  milk 
to  help  it  along.  In  truth,  however,  it  needed 
not  that  to  give  the  boy  an  appetite.  He  ate  in 
a  half-famished  way  that  touched  Karl's  heart. 

"  In  sooth,  now,"  the  latter  said,  watching 
him,  "  thou  'st  roughed  it,  little  one,  and  much 
I  marvel  what  it  all  may  mean.  But  one  thing 
sure,  this  is  no  time  to  be  asking  about  the 
farings  of  any  of  thy  breed,  so  thou  shalt  e'en 
bide  here  with  old  Karl  till  these  evil  days 
lighten,  or  Count  Rudolph  comes  to  help  the 
land — if  it  be  not  past  helping.  It  '11  be  hard 
fare  for  thee,  my  sweet,  but  there  's  no  doing 
other.  The  castle  yonder  were  worse  for  thee 
than  the  forge  here  with  Karl." 

"  Karl?  "  The  child  spoke  with  the  fearless 
ease  of  one  wonted,  even  thus  early,  to  question 
strangers  and  to  be  answered  by  them. 

"  Ay,  Karl,"  replied  the  armorer.  "  Karl, 
who  \vill  be  father  and  mother  to  thee  till  such 
time  as  God  sends  thee  to  thine  own  again." 

"  Good  Karl,"  said  the  baby,  when  the  man 
ceased  speaking,  and  he  reached  out  his  hands 
to  the  armorer.  The  latter  lifted  him  and  car- 
ried him  to  the  forge  door. 

"Thou  'rt  a  sturdy  rascal,"  he  said,  nodding 
approval  of  the  firm,  well-knit  little  figure. 
"  Sit  thou  there  and  finish  the  porridge." 

The  little  fellow  .sat  in  the  wide  door  of  the 
smithy  and  ate  his  coarse  food  with  a  relish 
good  to  .see.  It  was  a  rough  place  into  which 
he  had  tumbled  — how  rough,  he  was  too  young 
as  yet  to  realize ;  but  much  worse,  even  of  out- 
ward things,  might  have  fallen  to  his  share. 


Big  Karl  at  his  forge  knew  naught  of  books, 
and  to  him,  in  those  evil  days,  had  come  much 
knowledge  of  the  cruelty  and  wickedness  of 
evil  men.  Nevertheless,  safe  within  his  strong 
nature  dwelt  the  child-soul,  unhurt  by  all  these. 
It  looked  from  his  honest  blue  eyes,  and  put 
tenderness  into  the  strength  of  his  great  hands 
when  he  touched  the  other  child,  and  this  child- 
soul  was  to  be  the  boy's  playmate  through  the 
years  of  childhood ;  a  wholesome  playmate  it 
was,  keeping  Wulf  company  cleanly  wise,  and 
no  harm  came  to  him,  but  rather  good. 

Then,  be.sides  the  ministering  care  of  the 
gentle,  manly  big  armorer,  little  Wulf  had, 
through  those  years,  the  teaching  and  com- 
panionship of  the  great  forest.  It  grew  close 
up  about  the  shop,  so  that  its  small  wild  life 
constantly  came  in  at  the  open  doors,  or  in- 
vited the  youngster  forth  to  play.  Rabbits  and 
squirrels  peeped  in  at  him ;  birds  wandered  in 
and  built  their  nests  in  dark  corners ;  and  one 
winter  a  vixen  fox  took  shelter  with  them,  re- 
maining until  spring,  and  grew  so  tame  that  she 
would  eat  bread  from  Wulf's  hand. 

The  great  trees  were  his  constant  companions 
and  friends,  but  one  mighty  oak  that  grew  close 
beside  the  door,  and  sent  out  its  huge  arms 
completely  over  the  shop,  became,  next  to 
Karl,  his  chosen  comrade.  Whenever  the 
armorer  had  to  go  to  village  or  castle,  Wulf 
used  to  take  shelter  in  this  tree,  not  so  much 
from  fear, — for  even  in  those  evil  days  the  ar- 
morer's grandson,  as  he  grew  to  be  regarded 
by  those  who  came  about  the  forge,  was  too 
insignificant  to  be  molested, — but  because  of  his 
love  for  the  great  tree.  As  he  became  older  he 
was  able  to  climb  higher  and  higher  among  its 
black  arms,  until  at  last  he  made  him  a  nest  in 
the  very  crown  of  the  wood  giant. 

Every  tree,  throughout  its  life,  stores  up  within 
its  heart  light  and  heat  from  the  sun.  It  does 
this  so  well,  because  it  is  its  appointed  task  in 
nature,  that  the  very  life  and  love  that  the  sun 
stands  for  to  us  become  a  part  of  its  being,  knit 
up  within  its  woody  fiber.  When  we  burn  this 
wood  in  our  stoves  or  our  fireplaces  the  warmth 
and  blaze  that  are  thrown  out  are  just  this  sun- 
shine which  the  tree  has  caught  in  its  heart  from 
the  time  it  was  a  tiny  seedling  till  the  ax  was  laid 
at  its  root.     So,  when  we  sit  bv  the  coal  fire 
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and  enjoy  its  genial  radiance,  we  are  really  years  went  by,  he  learned  to  think  of  them  as  a 
warming  ourselves  by  some  of  the  same  sun-  part  of  one  of  Karl's  stories,  one  that  he  al- 
li'dit  and  warmth  that  sifted  down  throui^h  the     ways  meant,  sonu-time,  to  ask  him  to  tell  again. 
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leaves  of  great  forest  trees — perhaps  tliousands 
of  years  ago. 

Into  Wulf's  sound  young  heart  there  crept,  as 
the  years  went  by,  somewhat  of  the  strength 
and  the  sunshine-storing  quality  of  his  forest 
comrade,  until,  long  before  he  became  a  man, 
those  who  knew  him  grew  to  feel  that  here  was 
a  strong,  warm  heart  of  human  sunshine,  ready 
to  be  useful  and  comforting  wherever  use  and 
comfort  were  needed. 

At  first  faint  memories  haunted  him  ;  but  as 


The  years  slipped  away,  however,  and  his  chikl- 
ish  impressions  grew  fainter  and  fainter,  until 
at  last  they  Iiad  cjuite  faded  into  tlie  far  past. 

Chaptkr  IV. 

H(JW    WUI.F    FIRST    WKNT    TO    THE    CASTLE, 
AND    WHAI'    liKFKLL. 

For  a  matter  of  nine  or  ten  years  Wulf  dwelt 
with  Karl  at  the  forge,  and  knew  no  other 
manner   of   life   than    if    he   had   been   indeed 
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the  armorer's  own  grandson.  He  was  now  a 
well-grown  lad  of  perhaps  fourteen  years,  not 
tall,  but  sturdy,  strong  of  thigh  and  arm,  and 
good  to  look  at,  with  a  ruddy  color,  fair  hair, 
and  steady  eyes. 

Karl  had  taught  him  to  fence  and  thrust, 
and  much  of  sword-play,  in  which  the  armorer 
was  skilled,  and  while  his  play  at  these  was  that 
of  a  lad,  the  boy  could  fairly  hold  his  own  with 
cudgel  and  quarter-staff,  and  more  than  once 
had  surprised  Karl  by  a  clever  feint  or  twist  or 
a  stout  blow,  when,  as 
was  their  wont  on  sum- 
mer evenings,  the  two 
wrestled  or  sparred  to- 
gether on  the  short  green 
grass  under  the  great 
oak-tree. 

He  was  happy,  going 
about  his  work  with  the 
big  armorer,  or  wander- 
ing up  and  down  the  for- 
est, or,  of  long  winter 
evenings,  sitting  beside 
the  forge  fire  watching 
Karl,  who  used  to  sit, 
knife  in  hand,  deftly 
carving  a  long-handled 
wooden  spoon,  or  a  bowl. 
The  women  in  the  village 
were  always  glad  to  trade 
for  these  with  fresh  eggs, 
or  a  pat  of  butter,  or  a 
young  fowl ;  for  the  ar- 
morer had  as  clever  a 
knack  with  his  knife  as 
with  his  hammer. 

It  happened,  at  last, 
on  a  day  when  Karl  was 
making  ready  to  go  to 
the  castle  with  a  corselet 
which  he  had  mended 
for  the  baron  himself, 
that  the  armorer  met 
with  an  accident  that 
changed  Wulf's  whole 
life.  Karl  was  doing  a  bit  of  tinkering  on  the 
smaller  anvil  by  the  forge,  when  one  support  of 
the  iron  gave  way,  and  it  fell,  crushing  the 
great  toe  of  one  foot  so  that  the  stout  fellow 


fairly  rocked  with  the  pain,  while  Wulf  made 
haste  to  prepare  a  poultice  of  wormwood  fur 
the  hurt  member. 

Despite  all  their  .skill,  however,  the  toe  con- 
tinued to  swell  and  to  stiffen,  until  it  was  plain 
that  all  thought  of  Karl's  climbing  the  mountain 
that  day,  or  for  many  days  to  come,  must  be 
put  aside. 

"  There  's  no  help  for  it,  lad,"  he  said  at  last, 
as  he  sat  on  the  big  chest,  scowling  blackly  at 
his  foot  in  its  rouiih  swathin^s.    "It  's  well  on 
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toward  noon  now,  and  the  baron  will  pay  me 
my  wage  on  my  own  head  if  his  corselet  be  not 
to  hand  to-day  ;  for  he  rides  to-morrow,  with 
a  company  from  the  castle,  on  an  errand  be- 
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yond.  Thou  'It  need  to  take  the  castle  road, 
boy,  and  speedily,  if  thou  'rt  to  be  back  by 
night." 

Nothing  could  have  pleased  Wulf  more  tlian 
such  an  errand ;  for  although  he  often  went 
with  Karl  on  other  niattt-rs  about  the  country, 
and  had  even  gone  with  him  as  far  as  the 
Convent  of  St.  Ursula  on  the  other  side  of  the 
forest,  the  armorer,  despite  his  entreaties,  had 
never  allowed  him  to  go  along  when  his  way 
lay  toward  the  Swartzburg.  This  had  puzzled 
the  boy  greatly,  for  Karl  steadfastly  refused  him 
any  reason  why  it  should  be. 

The  boy  made  all  haste,  therefore,  to  get 
ready  for  the  journey,  lest  Karl  should  repent 
of  his  plan.  It  was  but  the  shortest  of  quarter- 
hours,  in  fact,  before  he  was  passing  through 
the  wood  toward  the  road  to  the  Swartzburg. 

It  was  not  so  very  long  ere  he  had  cleared 
the  forest  and  Avas  stepping  up  the  rough  stone 
road  that  climbed  the  mountain  pass  to  the 
castle. 

Up  and  up  the  stony  way  he  trudged  stoutly, 
until  it  became  at  last  the  merest  bridle-j)ath, 
descending  to  the  open  moat  across  which  the 
bridge  was  thrown.  On  a  tower  above  he  de- 
scried the  sentry,  and  below,  beyond  the  bridge, 
the  great  gates  into  the  castle  garth  stood  open. 

Doubting  somewhat  as  to  what  he  ought  to 
do,  he  crossed  the  bridge  and  passed  through 
the  gloomy  opening  that  pierced  the  thick  wall. 
Once  inside,  he  stood  looking  about  him  curi- 
ously, forgetful,  in  his  wonder  and  delight  at 
the  scene,  that  Karl  had  told  him  to  ask  for 
Gotta  Brent,  Baron  Everhardt's  man-at-arms, 
and  to  deliver  the  corselet  to  him. 

He  was  still  without  the  inner  wall  of  the 
castle,  in  a  sort  of  courtyard  of  great  size,  the 
outer  bailey  of  the  stronghold.  Beyond  where 
he  stood  he  could  see  a  second  wall  with  big 
gates,  similar  to  the  one  through  which  he  had 
just  passed.  Before  these  gates,  in  the  outer 
court,  two  young  men  were  fencing,  while  a 
third  stood  beside  them,  acting  as  a  sort  of 
umpire,  or  judge,  of  fence.  The  contestants 
were  very  equally  matched,  and  Wulf  watched 
them  with  keenest  enjoyment.  He  had  fenced 
with  Karl,  and  once  or  twice  a  knight,  while 
waiting  at  the  forge,  had  deigned  to  pass  the 
time  in  crossing  blades  with  the  boy,  always  to 
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the  latter's  discomfiture ;  but  he  had  never  be- 
fore stood  by  while  two  skilled  men  were  at 
sword-play,  and  the  sight  held  him  spellbcjund. 

Thanks  to  Karl,  he  was  familiar  with  the 
mysteries  of  (|uart  and  tierce  and  all  the  rest, 
ami  followed  with  knowing  delight  each  clever 
feint  and  thrust  made  with  the  grace  and  pre- 
cision of  good  fence.  He  could  watch  forever, 
it  seemed  to  him ;  but  as  he  stood  thus,  follow- 
ing the  beautiful  play,  out  through  the  gate  of 
the  inner  bailey  came  three  children,  a  girl  a 
year  or  two  younger  than  he,  and  two  boys 
about  his  own  age. 

He  gave  them  but  the  briefest  glance,  for 
just  at  that  moment  the  players  began  a  new 
set-to  that  claimed  his  attention.  A  moment 
later,  however,  he  felt  a  sharp  buffet  at  the  side 
of  his  head,  and  turning,  saw  that  one  of  the 
boys  had  thrown  the  rind  of  a  melon  so  as  to 
strike  him  on  the  cheek.  As  Wulf  looked 
around  both  the  boys  were  laughing ;  but  the 
little  girl  stood  somewhat  off  from  them,  her 
eyes  flashing  and  her  cheeks  aglow  as  with 
anger.  She  said  no  word,  but  looked  with  great 
scorn  upon  her  companions. 

"  Well,  tinker,'-  called  the  boy  who  had 
thrown  the  melon-rind,  "mind  thy  manners 
before  the  lady.  Have  off  thy  cap  or  thou  'It 
get  this  "  ;  and  he  grasped  the  other  half-rind  of 
melon,  which  the  second  boy  held. 

"  Nay,  Conradt,"  the  little  maid  cried,  staying 
his  hand.  "  The  lad  is  a  stranger,  and  come 
upon  an  errand.     Do  we  treat  such  folk  thus?  " 

Wulf's  cap  was  by  now  in  his  hand,  and, 
with  crimson  cheeks,  he  made  a  shy  salutation 
to  the  little  girl,  who  returned  it  courteously, 
while  the  boys  still  laughed. 

"What  dost  thou  next,  tinker?"  the  one 
whom  she  had  called  Conradt  said,  strutting 
forward.  "  Faith,  thy  manners  sorely  need 
mending.     What  dost  to  me?  " 

"  Fight  thee,"  said  Wulf,  quick  as  a  flash ; 
and  then  drew  back  abashed,  for  as  the  boy 
came  forward  Wulf  saw  that  he  bore  a  great 
hump  upon  his  twisted  back,  while  one  of  his 
shoulders  was  higher  than  the  other. 

The  deformed  boy  saw  the  motion,  and  his 
face  grew  dark  with  rage  and  hate. 

"  Thou  'It  fight  me?  "  he  screamed,  springing 
forward.      "Ay,   that   thou   shalt,   and  rue   it 
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after,  tinker's  varlet  that  thou  art!  "  And  with 
his  hand  he  smote  VVulf  upon  the  mouth,  where- 
upon Wulf  dropped  the  corselet  and  clenched 
his  fists,  but  could  lay  no  blow  on  the  pitiful 
creature  before  him.  Seeing  this,  the  other, 
half  crazed  with  anger,  drew  a  short -sword 
which  he  wore,  and  made  at  Wulf,  who  raised 
the  armorer's  staff  which  he  still  held,  and 
struck  the  little  blade  to  the  ground. 

By  now  the  two  fencers  and  their  umpire 
were  drawn  near  to  see  the  trouble,  and  one  of 
them  j)icked  up  the  sword. 

"  Come,  cockerel,"  he  said,  restoring  it  to 
Conradt,  "put  up  thy  spur  and  let  be.  Now, 
lad,  what  is  the  trouble?  "  and  he  turned  sharp 
upon  Wulf. 

"  'T  is  the  armorer's  cub,"  he  said  to  his  com- 
panions as  he  made  him  out.  "  By  the  rood, 
lad,  canst  not  come  on  a  small  errand  for  thy 
master  without  brawling  in  this  fashion  in  the 
castle  yard?  Go  do  thy  message,  and  get 
about  home,  and  bid  thy  master  teach  thee 
what  is  due  thy  betters  ere  he  sends  thee  hither 
again." 

"  Yon  lad  struck  me,"  Wulf  said  stoutly. 
"  I  've  spoken  no  word  till  now." 

"  Truly,  Herr  Werner,"  put  in  the  little  girl, 
earnestly,  "  it  is  as  he  says.  Conradt  has  e'en 
gone  far  out  of  his  way  to  show  the  boy  an 
ill  will,  though  he  has  done  naught." 

At  this  Herr  Werner  looked  again  upon 
Conradt.  "  So,  cockerel,"  he  said  ;  "  didst  not 
get  wisdom  from  the  last  pickle  I  pulled  thee 
out  of?  " 

"  Why  does  the  fellow  hang  about  here, 
then?  "  demanded  Conradt,  sulkily.  "  Let  him 
go  to  the  stables,  as  he  should,  and  leave  his 
matter  there." 

"  I  was  to  see  Gotta  Brent,"  Wulf  said, 
ignoring  Conradt  and  speaking  to  the  young 
knight. 

"  See  him  thou  shalt,"  was  the  reply.  But  any- 
thing further  that  Herr  Werner  might  have  said 
was  cut  short  by  the  sound  of  a  great  hue  and 
cry  of  men,  and  a  groom  ran  through  the  gate 
shouting : 

"Back!  Back  for  your  lives!  The  foul 
fiend  himself  is  loose  here!  " 

At  his  heels  came  half  a  dozen  men  with 
stable-forks    and    poles,  and   two   others    who 


were  hanging  with  all  their  weight  upon  the 
bridle-reins  of  a  great  horse  that  was  doing  his 
best  to  throw  off  their  hold,  rearing  and  plung- 
ing furiously,  and  now  and  again  lashing  out 
with  his  iron-shod  hoofs. 

There  was  a  hurrying  to  shelter  in  the  group 
about  Wulf,  who  soon  stood  alone,  staring  at 
the  horse.  The  latter  finally  struck  one  of  the 
grooms,  so  that  the  fellow  lay  where  he  rolled, 
at  one  side  of  the  court ;  and  then  began  a 
battle  royal  between  horse  and  men. 

One  after  another,  and  all  together,  the  men 
tried  to  lay  hold  upon  the  dangling  rein,  only 
to  be  bitten,  or  struck,  or  tossed  aside,  as  the 
case  might  be,  until  at  last  the  huge  beast  stood 
free  in  the  middle  of  the  court,  while  the  grooms 
and  stable-hangers  made  all  haste  to  get  out  of 
the  way,  some  limping,  others  rubbing  heads  or 
shoulders,  and  one  nursing  a  badly  bitten  arm. 

"Tinker,"  called  the  knight,  from  behind  an 
abutment  of  the  wall,  "art  clean  daft?  Get 
away  before  he  makes  a  meal  off  thee !  Gad ! 
'T  will  take  an  arrow  to  save  him  now,  and  for 
that  any  man's  life  would  be  forfeit  to  Herr 
Banf." 

There  was  a  scream  from  the  little  girl,  for 
the  horse  had  spied  Wulf,  and  came  edging 
toward  him,  looking  wild  enough,  with  ears 
laid  back  and  teeth  showing,  as  minded  to 
make  an  end  to  the  boy,  as  doubtless  he  was. 
For  the  life  of  him  Wulf  could  not  have  told 
why  he  was  not  afraid  as  he  stood  there  alone, 
and  with  no  weapon  save  the  armorer's  staff, 
which  he  had  not  time  to  raise  ere  the  beast 
was  upon  him. 

Then  were  all  who  looked  on  amazed  at 
what  they  saw  ;  for  close  beside  Wulf  the  horse 
stopped,  and  began  smelling  the  boy.  Then 
he  took  to  trembling  in  all  his  legs,  and  arched 
his  neck  and  thrust  his  big  head  against  Wulf's 
breast,  until,  half  dazed,  the  boy  raised  a  hand 
and  began  patting  the  broad  neck  and  stroking 
the  mane  of  the  charger. 

"  By  the  rood,"  cried  one  of  the  grooms, 
"  the  tinker  hath  the  horseman's  word,  and  no 
mistake!      The  old  imp  knows  it." 

"  See  if  thou  canst  take  the  halter,  boy," 
called  Herr  Werner;  and  laying  a  hand  upon 
the  rein,  Wulf  stepped  back  a  pace,  whereupon 
the   horse   pressed  close  to  him   and  whinnied 
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eagerly,  as  if  fearful  that  Wulf  would  leave  him. 
He  smelled  him  over  again,  thrusting  his  muzzle 
now  into  Wulf's  hands,  now  against  his  face, 
and  putting  up  his  nose  to  take  the  boy's  breath, 
as  horses  do  with  those  they  love. 

"By  my  forefathers!"  cried  Herr  Werner. 
"  Could  Herr  Hanf  see  him  now— aha!  " 

He  paused,  for,  hurrying  into  the  courtyard, 
followed  by  still  another  frightened  groom, 
came  a  knight  who,  seeing  Wulf  and  the  horse, 
stood  as  if  rooted  in  his  tracks.  Softly  now 
the  charger  stepped  about  the  boy,  nickering 
under  his  breath,  so  low  that  his  nostrils  hardly 
stirred,  stooping  meekly,  as  one  who  loved  a 
service  he  would  do,  and  thus  waited. 

An  instant  Wulf  stood  dazed ;  then  he 
passed  his  hand  across  his  forehead,  for  a 
strange,  troubled  notion,  as  of  some  forgotten 
dream,  passed  through  his  brain.  At  last,  obey- 
ing some  impelling  instinct  that  yet  seemed  to 
him  like  a  memory,  he  laid  a  hand  upon  the 
horse's  withers  and  sprang  to  his  back. 

Up  then  pranced  the  noble  creature,  and 
stepped  about  the  courtyard,  tossing  his  head 
and  gently  champing  the  bit,  as  a  horse  will 
when  he  is  pleased. 

"  Ride  him  to  the  stables,  boy,  and  I  will 
have  word  with  thee  there,"  cried  the  older 
knight,  who  had  come  out  last ;  and  pressing 
the  rein,  though  still  wondering  to  himself  how 
he  knew  what  to  do,  Wulf  turned  the  steed 
through  the  inner  gate  to  the  bailey,  and  let- 
ting him  have  his  head,  was  carried  proudly  to 
the  stables  whence  the  throng  of  grooms  and 
stable-boys  had  come  rushing.  They  came  to 
the  group  of  outbuildings  and  offices  that  made 
up  the  stables,  foUow^ed  by  all  the  men,  Herr 
Banf  in  the  lead,  and  the  place,  which  had  been 
quite  deserted,  was  immediately  thronged,  at- 
tendants from  the  castle  itself  coming  on  a  run 
as  news  spread  of  the  wonderful  thing  that  was 
happening. 

Once  within  the  stable-yard,  the  horse  stood 
quiet,  to  let  Wulf  dismount ;  but  not  even  Herr 
Banf  himself  would  he  let  lay  a  hand  upon  him, 
though  he  stood  meek  as  a  sheep  while  the  boy, 
instructed  by  the  knight,  took  off  the  bridle  and 
fastened  on  the  halter.  Then  he  led  his  charge 
into  a  stall  that  one  of  the  lads  pointed  out  to 
him,  and   made  him  fast  before  the   manger. 


\\  hen  this  was  done,  the  horse  gave  a  rub  of 
his  head  against  Wulf,  and  then  turned  to  eating 
his  fodder  cjuietly,  as  though  he  had  never  done 
otherwise. 

Then  Herr  Banf  took  to  questioning  Wulf 
sharply ;  but  very  little  could  the  boy  tell  him. 
Indeed,  some  instinct  warned  him  against  speak- 
ing even  of  the  faint  thoughts  stirring  within 
him.  He  was  full  of  an.\iety  to  get  away  to 
Karl  and  tell  him  of  this  wonderful  new  ex- 
perience, and  he  could  say  naught  to  the  knight 
save  that  he  was  Karl  the  armorer's  grandson  ; 
that  he  had  never  had  the  care  of  horses,  and 
in  his  life  had  mounted  but  few,  chiefly  those  of 
the  men-at-arms  who  rode  with  their  masters  to 
the  forge  when  Karl's  skill  was  needed.  He 
was  troubled,  too,  about  Karl's  hurt,  of  whic  h 
he  told  Herr  Banf,  and  begged  to  be  allowed  to 
hasten  back  to  the  smithy. 

"  Go,  then,"  .said  Herr  Banf,  at  last,  "and  I 
will  see  thy  grandsire  to-morrow.  Thou  'rt  too 
promising  a  varlet  to  be  left  to  grow  up  an 
armorer.     We  need  thy  kind  elsewhere." 

So,  when  he  had  given  the  nearly  forgotten 
corselet  to  Gotta  Brent,  Wulf  fared  down  the 
rocky  way  to  the  forge,  where  he  told  Karl  all 
that  had  chanced  to  him  that  day. 

"  Let  that  remain  with  thee  alone,  boy,"  the 
armorer  said,  when  the  boy  had  told  him  of 
the  strange  memories  that  teemed  in  his  brain. 
"  These  are  no  times  to  talk  of  such  matters 
an  thou  'dst  keep  a  head  on  thy  shoulders. 
Thou  'rt  of  my  own  raising,  Wulf ;  but  more 
than  that  I  cannot  tell  thee,  for  I  do  not  know." 
And  there  the  lad  was  forced  to  let  the  matter 
rest. 

"  It  is  all  one  with  my  dreams,"  he  said  to 
himself,  as  he  sought  his  bed  of  skins.  "  May- 
hap other  dreams  will  make  it  clearer." 

But  no  dreams  troubled  his  healthy  boy's 
sleep  that  night,  nor  woke  he  until  the  morning 
sun  streamed  full  in  his  upturned  face. 

Ch.\ptkr  \'. 

how  wulf  went  to  the  swartzburg, 
and  of  his  beginning  there. 

Ir  was  maybe  a  week  after  Wulf's  visit  to 
the  Swartzburg  that  Herr  Banf  rode  through 
the   fore^t   to   the  smithv.      He  was   mounted 
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upon  the  great  stallion  that  had  been  so  wild 
that  day,  and  as  he  drew  rein  before  the  shop 
the  horse  gave  a  shrill  neigh,  for  he  smelled 
Wulf.  Karl's  foot  was  by  so  far  mended  that 
he  was  able  to  limp  about  the  forge,  and  he 
and  the  boy  were  busy  mending  a  wrought 
hauberk  of  fine  chain  mail  which  the  lady 
superior  of  St.  Ursula  had  sent  to  them  that 
morning. 

"A  fair  day,  friend  Karl,"  the  knight  called 
out  as  he  sat  his  horse  under  the  big  oak-tree. 
"  Here  am  I  come  for  that  youngster  of  thine. 
He  is  too  useful  a  scamp  to  be  let  spend  his 
days  tinkering  here.  Haply  he  has  told  thee 
how  this  big  '  Siegfried '  of  mine  took  to  him. 
r  faith,  not  a  groom  at  the  castle  can  handle 
the  horse! " 

"Ay?"  said  Karl,  and  he  said  no  more,  but 
stood  with  hands  folded  upon  the  top  of  his 
hammer,   and   looked   steadily  at   Herr   Banf. 

Wulf,  meanwhile,  had  dropped  the  tongs  that 
he  held,  and  run  out  to  the  horse,  who  now 
stood  nuzzling  his  neck  and  face  in  great  de- 
light. 

"  By  the  rood,"  cried  Herr  Banf,  "  't  is  plain 
love  at  first  sight!  If  any  other  came  so  near 
Siegfried's  teeth,  I  'd  look  to  see  him  eaten.  I 
must  have  the  boy,  Karl!  " 

Now,  that  great  horse  was  none  other  than 
the  one  which  the  shining  knight  had  ridden 
on  the  day  of  his  meeting  with  Herr  Banf. 
The  Crusader  had  taken  the  beast  for  his  own 
charger,  and  a  rare  war-horse  he  was,  but  get- 
ting on  in  years  by  now,  and  turning  wild  at 
times,  after  the  manner  of  his  kind.  Not  a 
groom  or  stable-lad  about  the  castle  but  had 
reason  to  know  his  temper ;  so  that,  because  of 
their  fear  of  him,  the  horse  often  lacked  for  care. 

When  Herr  Banf  had  said  that  Wulf  must 
come  with  him,  Karl  stood  silent,  watching  the 
lad  and  Siegfried ;  but  in  a  moment  he  said : 

"  In  truth,  they  seem  fast  friends.  Well,  it 
shall  be  as  the  boy  says." 

"  For  what  he  says  I  will  undertake,"  the 
knight  said,  laughing.  "  Wilt  come  to  the 
castle,  lad?  " 

Wulf  looked  from  the  horse  to  Karl  and  back 
again.     It  -.vas  easy  to  see  where  his  desire  lay. 

"  Shall  I  be  able  to  see  Grandsire  Karl  now 
and  then?  "  he  asked,  turning  to  Herr  Banf. 


"  As  often  as  need  be,"  said  the  knight. 

"  What  .shall  I  say?  "     Wulf  turned  to  Karl. 

"  What  thou  wilt,"  the  armorer  nodded. 
"  We  have  talked  o'  that." 

So  had  they,  and  Wulf's  question  was  but 
the  last  wavering  of  the  boy's  heart,  loath  to 
leave  all  it  had  yet  known.  In  another  moment 
his  will  regained  its  strength,  and  the  matter 
ended  in  his  taking  again  the  climbing  road  up 
the  Swartzburg  pass,  this  time  with  a  hand  cling- 
ing to  Herr  Banf's  stirrup-leather,  while  the 
great  horse  stepped  gently,  keeping  pace  with 
the  boy's  stride. 

"  Where  didst  thou  learn  to  bewitch  a  horse, 
lad?  "  the  knight  asked  as  they  journeyed. 
"  What  is  thy  '  horseman's  word  '?  " 

"  I  have  none,"  was  the  reply.  "  The  horse 
seemed  to  know  me,  and  I  him.  I  cannot  tell 
how  or  other." 

"  By  my  forefathers,  but  beasts  be  hard  to 
understand  as  men!  What  was  't  thou  didst, 
by  the  way,  to  the  little  crooked  cock  at  the 
castle?  " 

"  Him  they  call  Conradt,  Herr  Knight?  1 
did  naught." 

"Well,  he  means  to  fight  thee  for  it." 

"  Nay,"  replied  Wulf,  "that  he  '11  not." 

"How  is  that?" 

"  It  would  not  be  becoming  for  me  to  fight 
him." 

"  So,"  Herr  Banf  said  grimly.  "  Thou  'st  a 
good  idea  of  what  is  due  thy  betters." 

"It  is  not  that,"  explained  Wulf,  simply. 
"  I  am  the  better  of  us  two ;  a  whole  man  goes 
not  against  a  weakling." 

The  knight  looked  keenly  down  at  the  lad, 
noting,  as  he  had  not  done  before,  the  easy 
movement  of  his  body  as  he  stepped  lightly 
along,  more  like  a  soldier  than  like  a  peasant. 
He  was  alert  and  trim,  with  shapely  shoulders 
and  the  head  carried  well  up. 

"A  queer  armorer's  lad,  this,"  thought  Herr 
Banf,  in  some  wonder.  But  by  now  they  were 
before  die  castle  watch-tower,  and  in  a  moment 
more,  still  with  one  hand  at  the  knight's  stirrup, 
Wulf  again  entered  at  the  castle  gate.  There, 
in  the  outer  bailey,  Herr  Banf  lighted  down, 
and  bade  Wulf  take  Siegfried  to  the  stables  for 
the  night. 

It  was  Hansei  (now  grown  to  young  man- 
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hood)  who  at  supper-time  took  him  into  tlie  great 
hall  where  the  household  and  its  hangers-on 
gathered  for  meals,  and  got  for  him  a  trencher 
and  food,  though  little  cared  Wulf  for  eating  on 
that  first  night,  when  all  was  new  and  strange  to 
him. 

The  hall  was  very  large,  and  Wulf,  looking 
up  toward  its  lofty  roof,  could  not  see  its  tim- 
bers for  the  deep  shadows  there.  At  either  entl 
was  a  great  fireplace,  but  the  one  at  the  upper 
end  was  the  larger  and  finer.  Near  it,  on  a 
platform  raised  above  the  earthen  floor,  Baron 
Everhardt  sat  at  board,  with  the  knights  of  his 
train.  Below  them  were  the  men-at-arms  and 
lower  officers  of  the  castle,  and  seated  upon 
benches  about  the  walls  were  the  fighting-men 
and  general  hangers-on  of  the  place. 

These  sat  not  at  board,  but  helped  themselves 
to  the  food  that  was  passed  about  among  them 
after  the  tables  were  ser\'ed,  and  ate,  some  from 
their  hands,  others  from  wooden  trenchers  which 
they  had  secured.  Wulf  and  Hansei  were 
among  the  lowliest  of  the  lot,  and  the  stable- 
boys  did  not  sit  down  at  all,  but  took  their 
supper  standing,  leaning  against  the  wall  just 
inside  the  door,  and  farthest  from  the  hearth, 
and  they  were  among  the  last  served. 

But,  as  we  have  seen,  Wulf  cared  little  that 
night  for  food  or  drink,  though  his  new  friend 
pressed  him  to  eat.  Soon  the  great  tankards 
began  to  pass  from  hand  to  hand  ;  and  the  men 
drank  long  and  deep,  while  loud  jests  and  mighty 
laughter  filled  all  the  place,  until  only  Wulf's 
sturdy  boy's  pride  kept  him  from  stealing  out, 
through  the  darkness,  back  to  Karl  at  the  forge. 

Presently,  however,  he  began  to  notice  faces 
among  the  company  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
hall.  Two  or  three  ladies  were  present,  having 
come  in  by  another  door  when  the  meal  was 
well  over,  and  these  were  sitting  with  the  baron 
and  Herr  Banf.  One  of  the  ladies,  Hansei  told 
him,  was  the  baron's  lady,  and  with  her,  Wulf 
noticed,  was  the  little  girl  whom  he  had  seen 
at  the  time  of  his  first  visit  to  the  castle. 

"  Who  is  she?  "  he  asked. 

"  A  ward  of  our  baron's,"  Hansei  answered, 
"  and  .she  is  the  Fraulein  Elise  von  Hofenhoer. 
They  say  she  is  to  be  married,  in  good  time,  to 
young  Conradt,  the  nephew  of  our  baron  ;  and 
that,  methinks,  is  a  sorry  fate  for  anv  maiden." 
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"  Conrailt  ?  " 

"  Yea  ;  the  crooked  stick  yonder,  the  baron's 
precious  nephew." 

F'ollowing  Hansei's  glance,  Wulf  descried  the 
hunchback  boy  of  his  adventure,  seated  at 
l)oard,  drinking  from  a  great  mug  of  ale.  With 
him  was  the  other  boy,  wh(j,  Hansei  told  him, 
was  Waldemar  Guelder,  and  some  kin  to  Herr 
Hanf,  in  whose  charge  he  was,  to  be  trained  as 
a  knight. 

"  He  's  not  such  a  bad  one,"  the  stable-l)oy 
said,  "an  it  were  not  for  Master  Conradt,  who 
would  drag  down  the  best  that  had  to  do  with 
him." 

Thus,  one  by  one,  Hansei  pointed  out 
knights  and  followers,  squires  and  men,  until 
in  Wulf's  tired  brain  all  was  a  jumble  of  names 
and  faces  that  he  knew  not.  Glad  indeed 
was  he  when  at  last  his  companion  nodded  to 
him,  and  slipping  out  from  the  hall,  they  made 
their  way  to  the  horse-barn,  where,  up  under 
the  rafters  of  a  great  hay-filled  loft,  the  pair 
made  their  beds  in  the  fragrant  grasses,  and 
slept  soundly,  until  the  stamping  of  horses 
below  them,  and  the  sunlight  streaming  into 
their  faces  through  an  open  door  of  the  loft, 
awakened  them. 

Chapter  VI. 

HOW    CONRADT    PLOTTED    MISCHIEF,    AND 
HOW    WULF    WON    A    FRIEND. 

It  was  perhaps  a  matter  of  si.v  weeks  after 
Wulf's  coming  to  the  Swartzburg  that  he  sat, 
one  day,  in  a  wing  of  the  stables,  cleaning  and 
shining  Herr  Banf's  horse-gear.  He  was  alone 
at  the  time,  for  most  of  the  castle-folk  had 
ridden  with  the  baron  on  a  freebooting  errand 
against  a  body  of  merchants  known  to  be  trav- 
eling that  way  with  rich  loads  of  goods  and 
much  rhoney.  Only  Herr  Werner,  of  all  the 
knights,  was  at  the  castle. 

Save  for  Hansei,  who  stood  by  him  stoutly, 
Wulf  had  as  yet  made  no  friends  among  his 
fellow-workers ;  but  full  well  had  he  shown 
himself  able  to  take  his  own  part,  so  that  his 
bravery  and  prowess,  and  his  heartiness  to  help 
whenever  a  lift  or  a  hand  was  needed,  had  al- 
ready won  him  a  place  and  fair  treatment 
among  them.      Moreover,  his   quick   wit   and 
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craft  with  Siegfried,  the  terror  of  the  stables, 
made  the  Master  of  Horse  his  powerful  friend. 
And,  again,  Wulf  was  already  growing  well  used 
to  the  ways  of  the  place,  so  that  it  was  with  a 
right  cheerful  and  contented  mind  that  he  sat, 
that  day,  scouring  away  ui)()n  a  rusty  stirrup- 
iron. 

Presently  it  seemed  to  him  that  he  heard  a 
little  noise  from  over  by  the  stables,  and  peering 
along  under  the  arch  of  the  great  saddle  before 
him,  he  saw  a  puzzling  thing.  Crossing  the 
stable  floor  with  wary  tread  and  watchful  mien, 
as  minded  to  do  some  deed  privily,  and  fear- 
ful to  be  seen,  was  Conradt. 

"  Now,  what  may  he  be  bent  upon?  "  Wulf 
asked  of  his  own  thought.  "  No  good,  I  '11 
lay  wager";  and  he  sat  very  still,  watching 
every  movement  of  the  little  crooked  fellow. 

Down  the  long  row  of  stalls  went  the  hunch- 
back, until  he  reached  the  large  loose  box 
where  stood  Siegfried.  The  stallion  saw  him, 
and  laid  back  his  ears,  but  made  no  further  sign 
of  noting  the  new-comer.  Indeed,  since  Wulf 
had  been  his  tender  the  old  horse  had  grown 
much  more  governable,  and  for  a  month  or 
more  had  given  no  trouble. 

Conradt's  face,  however,  as  he  drew  nigh  the 
stall,  was  of  aspect  so  hateful  and  wicked  that 
Wulf  stilly,  but  wn'th  all  speed,  left  hjs  place 
and  crept  nearer,  keeping  in  shelter  behind  the 
great  racks  of  harness,  to  learn  what  might  be 
toward.  As  he  did  so  he  was  filled  with  amaze 
and  wrath  to  see  the  hunchback,  sword  in  hand, 
reach  over  the  low  wall  of  the  stall  and  thrust 
at  Siegfried.  The  horse  shied  over  and  avoided 
the  blade,  though,  from  the  plunge  he  made, 
Wulf  deemed  that  he  had  felt  the  point. 

While  the  watcher  stood  dumfounded,  won- 
dering what  the  thing  might  mean,  Conradt 
sneaked  around  to  the  other  side,  plainly  minded 
to  try  that  wickedness  again,  whereupon  Wulf 
sprang  forward,  snatching  up,  on  his  way,  a  flail 
that  lay  to  his  hand,  flung  down  by  one  of  the 
men  from  the  threshing-floor. 

"  Have  done  with  you!  "  he  called  as  he  ran  ; 
and  forgetting,  in  his  wrath,  both  the  rank  and 
the  weakness  of  the  misdoer,  he  shrieked : 
"  What  is  't  wouldst  do?  Out  with  it!  "  And 
he  raised  the  flail. 

Taken  unaware  though  he  was,  Conradt,  who 


was  rare  skilful  at  fence,  guarded  on  the  in- 
stant, and  by  a  clever  twist  of  his  blade  cut 
clean  in  twain  the  leather  hinge  that  held  to- 
gether the  two  halves  of  the  flail.  'T  was  a 
master  stroke  whereat,  angry  as  he  was,  Wulf 
wondered,  nor  could  he  withhold  a  swordsman's 
delight  in  the  blow,  albeit  the  sword's  wielder 
was  plain  proven  a  ruffian. 

He  had  small  time  to  think,  however,  for  by 
now  Conradt  let  at  him  full  drive,  and  he  was 
sore  put  to  it  to  fend  himself  from  the  on- 
slaught, having  no  other  weapon  than  the  han- 
dle of  the  flail. 

Evil  was  in  the  hunchback's  eyes  as  he 
pressed  up  against  his  foe,  as  Wulf  was  not 
slow  to  be  aware.  The  latter  could  do  naught 
but  fend  and  parry  with  his  stick  ;  but  this  he  did 
with  coolness  and  skill,  as  he  stood  back  to 
wall  against  the  stall,  watching  every  move  of 
that  malignant  wight  with  whom  he  fought. 

Up,  down,  in,  out,  thrust,  parry,  return !  The 
sounds  filled  the  barn.  Wulf  was  the  taller  and 
equally  skilled,  but  Conradt's  weapon  gave 
him  an  advantage  that,  but  for  the  blindness 
of  his  hatred,  would  have  won  his  way  for  him. 
But  soon  he  was  fair  weary  with  fury,  and 
Wulf  began  to  think  that  he  would  soon  make 
end  of  the  trouble,  when  he  felt  a  sharp  prick, 
and  something  warm  and  wet  began  to  trickle 
down  his  right  arm,  filling  his  hand.  Conradt 
saw  the  stain  and  gave  a  joyful  grunt. 

"  One  for  thee,  tinker,"  he  gasped,  his  breath 
nigh  spent.  "  I  '11  let  a  little  more  of  thy 
mongrel  blood  ere  I  quit." 

"  An  thou  dost,"  cried  Wulf,  stung  to  a  fury 
he  seldom  felt,  "save  a  drop  for  thyself.  A 
little  that  's  honest  would  not  come  amiss  in  the 
black  stream  in  thy  veins."  And  he  guarded 
again  as  Conradt  came  on. 

This  the  latter  did  with  a  rush,  at  which  Wulf 
sprang  aside,  and  ere  his  foe  could  whirl  he 
came  at  him  askance,  catching  his  sword-hand 
just  across  the  back  of  the  wrist  with  the  tip 
of  his  stick,  so  that,  for  an  instant,  Conradt's 
arm  dropped,  and  the  point  of  his  blade  touched 
the  floor.  'T  was  a  trick  in  which  Wulf  felt 
little  pride,  though  fair  enough,  and  he  did  not 
follow  up  the  advantage,  knowing  he  had  his 
enemy  beaten  for  the  time. 

The  hunchback  stood  glaring  at  Wulf,  but 
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ere  he  could  move  to  attack  again  a  voice 
cried:  "  ^\'ell  done,  tinker!  An  ye  hail  a  blade, 
our  cockerel  had  crowed  smaller,  and  1  had 
missed  a  rare  bit  of  sport." 

On  this  both  boys  turned,  for  they  knew  that 
voice,  and  Herr  \\'erner  came  forward,  not 
laughing  now,  as  mostly  he  was,  but  with  a 
sterner  look  on  his  youthful  face  than  even 
Conradt  had  ever  seen. 

"  Now,  then,  how  is  this?  '  he  demanded  of 
Wulf.     "  What  is  this  brawl  about?  " 

The  boy  met  Werner's  eyes  frankly.  "  He 
had  best  tell,"  he  said,  nodding  toward  Conradt. 

"  Suppose,  then,  thou  dost,"  and  Herr  Werner 
looked  at  the  hunchback,  who,  his  eyes  going 
down  before  the  knight's,  lied,  as  was  his  wont. 

"  He  came  at  me  with  the  flail,  and,"  he 
added,  unable  to  withhold  bragging,  "  I  clii>ped 
it  for  him." 

"And  what  halst  thou  done  to  make  him 
come  at  thee?  " 

"  I  did  but  look  at  the  horses,  and  stood  to 
play  with  old  Siegfried  here.  'T  is  become  so 
that  my  uncle,  the  baron  himself,  may  yet  look 
to  be  called  to  account  by  this  tinker's  upstart." 

The  stern  lines  about  Herr  Werner's  mouth 
grew  deeper. 

"  Heed  thou  this,  Conradt,"  he  said  with 
great  earnestness.  "  Yonder  was  I,  by  the  pil- 
lar, and  saw  this  whole  matter.  What  didst 
thou  plan  ill  to  the  stallion  for?  " 

"  The  truth  is,  not  to  have  him  hereabout," 
muttered  Conradt,  his  face  dark  with  fear  and 
anger.  "  These  be  my  uncle's  stables,  and  this 
great  beast  hath  had  tooLh  or  hoof  toll  off  every 
one  about  the  place." 

"  True,  i'  the  main,"  Herr  Werner  said  scorn- 
fully. "  And  for  this,  is  it,  that  the  baron  think- 
eth  to  make  thee  Master  of  the  Horse?  Shall 
I  tell  him  with  what  zeal  thou  followest  thy 
duties?  " 

Conradt's  face  was  fair  distorted  now.  P'ear 
of  his  uncle's  wrath  was  the  one  thing  that 
kept  the  wickedness  of  his  evil  nature  in  any 
sort  of  check,  and  well  he  knew  how  bitter 
would  be  his  taste  of  that  wrath  should  this 
thing  come  to  the  baron's  ears. 

So,  too,  knew  Herr  Werner,  and,  in  less  man- 
ner, Wulf;  for  his  keen  wit  had  taught  him 
much  during  his  si.\  weeks'  service  at  the  castle. 


"  Wliat  shall  I  say  to  the  t)aron  of  this?  " 
demanded  Herr  Werner  again,  as  he  toweretl 
above  them. 

"  I  care  not,"  muttered  Conradt,  falsely. 

But  Wulf  said  :  "  Need  aught  be  .said,  Herr 
Werner?  I  hold  naught  against  him,  save  for 
Siegfried's  sake,"  — with  a  loving  glance  over 
at  the  great  horse,— "and  't  is  not  likely  he  '11 
be  at  this  mischief  again." 

"What  say'st  thou,  my  fine  fellow?"  asked 
the  young  knight  of  Conradt ;  but  the  latter 
said  no  word. 

"Bah!"  cried  Herr  Werner,  at  last.  "In 
sooth,  this  tinker  is  at  heart  a  truer  man  than 
thou  on  every  showing.  Get  hence,  that  1 
waste  on  thee  no  more  of  the  time  that  should 
go  to  his  wound,"  he  added;  for  Wulf,  in 
moving  his  arm,  had  suddenly  flinched,  and  his 
face  was  pale.  In  another  moment  Herr  Wer- 
ner had  the  hurt  member  in  liand,  and  as  he 
was,  like  most  men  of  that  rude  time,  somewhat 
skilled  in  caring  for  wounds,  he  had  soon  ban- 
daged this  one,  which  was  of  no  great  extent, 
but  more  painful  than  serious,  and  was  quickly 
eased. 

Meanwhile  Conradt  had  moved  off,  leaving 
the  two  alone.  Though  it  would  never  be  set 
to  his  credit,  his  malice  had  wrought  a  good 
work ;  for  in  that  hour  our  Wulf  got  himself  a 
strong  and  true  friend  in  the  young  knight,  who 
was  well  won  by  the  sterling  stuff  that  showed 
in  the  lad. 

"  He  hath  more  of  knightliness  in  him,  here 
in  the  stables,"  thought  he,  as  he  left  Wulf, 
"  than  Conradt  will  ever  know  as  lord  of  the 
castle ;  and,  by  my  forefathers,  he  shall  have 
what  chance  may  be  mine  to  give  him !  " 

And  that  vow  Herr  Werner  never  forgot. 

Chaptfr  VII. 

HOW    WULF    CLIMBED    THE    IVY    TOWER,   AND 
WHAT    HE    SAW    AT    THE    BARRED    WINDOW. 

Good  as  his  word  had  Herr  Werner  been 
in  finding  Wulf  the  chance  to  show  that  other 
stuff  dwelt  in  him  than  might  go  to  the  making 
of  a  mere  stable-lad.  For  the  next  three  years 
he  was  under  the  young  knight's  helping  pro- 
tection, and,  thanks  to  the  latter's  good  ofiices 
in  jiart,  but  in  the  end,  as  must  always  be  the 
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case  with  boy  or  man,  thanks  to  his  own 
efforts,  he  made  so  good  use  of  his  chance  that 
his  tinker  origin  was  haply  overlooked,  if  not 
forgotten,  by  those  left  behind  him  as  he  rose 
from  height  to  height  of  the  castle's  life. 

When  all  was  said  and  done,  't  was  hard  to 
hold  hatred  of  such  a  nature  as  his.  The  train- 
ing of  old  Karl,  and  the  forest,  had  done  their 
work  well  with  him,  and  he  was  still  the  simple, 
sunny-hearted  Wulf  of  the  forge,  ever  ready  to 
help,  and  forgiving  even  where  forgiveness  was 
unsought.  He  was  by  now  a  sturdy,  broad- 
chested  young  fellow,  getting  well  on  to  man- 
hood, noted  for  his  strength  and  for  his  skill  in 
all  the  games  and  feats  of  prowess  and  endur- 
ance that  were  a  part  of  the  training  of  boys  in 
those  days.  Already  had  he  ridden  with  Herr 
Werner  in  battle,  and  the  baron  himself  had 
more  than  once  taken  note  of  the  youth,  and 
had  on  two  occasions  made  him  his  messenger 
on  errands  both  perilous  and  nice,  calling  for 
wit  as  well  as  bravery. 

Only  Conradt  hated  him  still— Conradt,  with 
the  sorry,  twisted  soul,  that  held  to  hatred  as 
surely  as  Wulf  held  to  love.  He  was  a  year  or 
two  older  than  Wulf,  and  was  already  a  candi- 
date for  knighthood  ;  for,  despite  his  crooked 
body,  he  was  skilled  beyond  many  who  rode  in 
his  uncle's  following  in  all  play  at  arms.  There 
was  no  better  swordsman,  even  among  the 
younger  knights,  and  among  the  bowmen  he 
had  already  a  name. 

Despite  all  this,  however,  the  baron's  nephew 
was  held  in  light  esteem,  even  among  that  train 
of  robbers  and  bandits — for  naught  better  were 
they,  in  truth,  despite  their  knighthood  and 
their  gentlehood.  They  lived  by  foray  and  pil- 
lage and  petty  warfare  with  other  bands  like 
themselves,  and  in  many  a  village  were  dark 
stories  whispered  of  their  wild  raids. 

Yet  few  even  of  his  own  followers  would  hold 
long  or  close  fellowship  with  Conradt,  albeit 
they  dared  not  openly  flout  the  baron's  nephew. 
Well  knew  the  baron,  overlord  of  all  that 
district,  of  the  doings  of  his  doughty  nephew ; 
but  for  reasons  of  his  own  he  saw  fit  to  wink  at 
them,  save  when  some  worse  infamy  than  com- 
mon was  brought  to  his  notice  in  such  fashion 
that  he  could  not  pass  it  l)y.  He  were  a  brave 
man,   however,   who   could   dare    the    baron's 


wrath  so  far  as  to. complain  lightly  to  him  of 
Conradt,  so  the  fellow  went  for  the  most  part 
scot-free  of  his  misdeeds,  save  so  far  as  he 
might  feel  the  scorn  and  shunning  of  his  equals. 

It  was  on  a  bright  autumn  afternoon  that  a 
company  of  the  boys  and  younger  men  of  the 
Swartzburg  were  trying  feats  of  strength  and  of 
athletic  skill  before  the  castle,  in  the  inner 
bailey.  From  a  little  balcony  overlooking  the 
terrace  the  ladies  of  the  household  looked  down 
upon  the  sports,  to  which  their  presence  gave 
more  than  ordinary  zest.  Among  the  ladies 
was  Elise,  now  grown  a  fair  maiden  of  some 
fifteen  years.  Well  was  she  known  to  be  meant 
by  the  baron  for  the  bride  of  his  nephew ;  but 
this  knowledge  among  the  youths  of  the  place 
did  not  hinder  many  a  quick  glance  from  wan- 
dering her  way,  and  already  had  more  than  one 
young  squire  chosen  her  as  the  lady  of  his  wor- 
ship, for  whose  sake  he  pledged  himself,  as  the 
manner  of  the  time  was,  to  deeds  of  bravery 
and  high  virtue. 

The  contestants  in  the  courtyard  had  been 
wrestling  and  racing.  There  had  been  tilts 
with  the  spear,  and  bouts  with  the  fists  and  of 
sword-play,  when  at  last  one  of  the  number 
challenged  his  fellows  to  a  climbing  trial  of  the 
hardest  sort. 

Just  where  the  massive  square  bulk  of  the 
keep  raised  its  grim  stories  a  great  buttress  thrust 
boldly  out  from  the  castle,  running  up  beside 
the  wall  of  the  tower  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance. The  two  were  just  enough  apart  to  be 
firmly  touched  on  either  side  by  a  man  who 
might  stand  between  them,  and  it  was  a  mighty 
test  of  courage  and  strength  for  a  man  to  climb 
up  between  them,  even  a  few  yards,  by  hand 
and  foot  pressure  only.  It  was  the  great  feat 
to  perform  among  the  more  ambitious  knights 
and  squires  about  the  castle. 

The  challenger  on  this  afternoon  was  young 
Waldemar  Guelder,  Herr  Banf's  ward,  now- 
grown  a  stalwart  squire  ;  and  he  raised  himself, 
by  sheer  strength  of  grip  and  pressure  of  foot 
and  open  hand  against  the  rough  stones,  up  and 
up,  until  he  reached  the  point,  some  thirty  feet 
above  ground,  where  the  buttress  bent  in  to 
the  main  wall  again,  and  gave  no  further  sup- 
port to  the  climber,  who  was  fain  to  come  down 
quickly  and  by  the  same  way  as  he  went  up. 
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Shouts  of  "  Well  done!  \\'ell  done!  "  greeted 
Waldemar's  deed  when  he  reached  the  ground, 
panting,  but  flushed  with  pride,  and  looked  up 
toward  the  balcony,  whence  came  a  clapping  of 
fair  hands  and  waving  of  white  kerchiefs  in 
token  that  his  prowess  had  been  noteil. 

Then  one  after  another  made  trial  of  the 
feat ;  but  none,  not  even  Conradt,  who  was  ac- 
counted among  the  skilfulest  climbers,  was  able 
to  reach  the  mark  set  by  yt)ung  Guelder,  until, 
last  of  all,  for  he  had  given  place  time  after 
time  to  his  eagerer  fellows,  Wulf's  turn  came. 

He,  too,  glanced  up  at  the  balcony  as  he 
began  the  ascent,  and  Elise,  meeting  his  glance, 
smiled  down  upon  him.  These  two  were  good 
friends,  in  a  frank  fashion  little  common  in  that 
time,  when  the  merest  youths  deemed  it  their 


duty  to  throw  a  tinge  of  sentimentality  into 
their  relation  with  all  maids. 

Conradt  noted  their  glances,  and  glowered  at 
Wulf  as  the  latter  prepared  to  climb.  No  sneer 
of  his  had  ever  moved  Elise  to  treat  "the 
tinker"  with  scorn.  Indeed,  Conradt  some- 
times fancied  that  her  friendship  for  Wulf  was 
in  despite  of  him,  and  of  the  mastership  he 
often  tried  to  assert  over  her.  That,  however, 
was  impossible  to  an  honest  nature  like  Elise. 
She  was  Wulf's  friend  because  of  her  hearty 
trust  in  him  and  liking  for  him,  and  so  she 
leaned  forward  now,  eager  to  see  what  he  might 
do  toward  meeting  Waldemar's  feat. 

Steadily  Wulf  set  hands  and  feet  to  the  stones, 
and  braced  himself  for  the  work.  Reach  by 
reach  he  raised  himself  higher,  higher,  until  it 
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was  j)lain  to  all  that  he  would  find  it  no  task  to 
climb  to  where  the  chanij)ion  had  gone. 

"  He  '11  win  to  it!"  cried  one  and  then  an- 
other of  the  watchers,  and  Waldemar  himself 
shouted  out  encourage- 
ment to  the  climber  when 
once  he  seemed  to  falter. 
At  last  came  a  cry  fn  nn 
Hansei :  "He  has  it! 
Hurrah!  Hurrah!  "And 
a  general  shout  went  up. 
From  the  balconv,  too, 
came  the  sound  of  ap- 
plause as  Wulf  reached 
the  top  of  the  buttress. 
"  In  truth,  our  tinker 

hath     mounted     in     the 

world,"  sneered  Conradt 

from  the  terrace.    "Well, 

there  's  naught  more  cer- 
tain than  that  he  '11  come 

down  again." 

Wulf  heard  the  words, 

as    Conradt    meant    he 

should,   and   caught,   as 

well,  the  laugh  that  rose 

from  some  of  the  lower 

fellows.    Then  a  murmur 

of  surprise  went  through 

the  company. 

The  walls  of  the  keep 

were  overgrown  with  ivy, 

so    that    only  here   and 

there    a    mere     shadow 

showed  where  a  staircase 

window      pierced      the 

stones.     In     the    recess 

where    the    young    men 

were  wont  to  climb,  the 

vines   were    torn    down, 

but  above  the  buttress, 

over  both  keep  and  cas- 
tle,  the    great    branches 

grew  and  clung,  reach- 
ing clean  to  the  top  of 

the  tower ;  and  Wulf,  unable  to  go  farther  be- 
tween the  walls,  was  now  pulling  himself  up 

along  the  twisted  ivy  growth  that  covered  the 

face  of  the  tower. 

On  he  went,  minded  to  reach  the  top  and 


scale  the  battlement.  It  was  no  such  great 
feat,  the  lower  wall  once  passed,  but  none  of 
the  watchers  below  had  ever  thought  to  try  it, 
so  were  they  surprised  into  the  more  admiration, 


WULF    CLIMBS    THE     IVY    ON     THE    TOWER    AND    WAKES    A     STKANGE    DISCOVERY. 

while  in  the  balcony  was  real   fear  for  the  ad- 
venturous climber. 

He  reached  the  top  in  safety,  however,  and 
passing  along  the  parapet  just  below  the  battle- 
ment, turned  a  corner  and  was  lost  to  their  sight. 
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On  the  farther  side  of  the  keep  he  found,  as 
he  had  deemed  Hkely,  tliat  tlie  ivy  gave  him 
safe  and  easy  support  to  the  grounil,  so  lower- 
ing himself  to  the  vines  again,  he  began  the 
descent. 

He  Iiad  gone  but  a  little  way  wlieii,  feeling 
with  his  feet  for  a  lower  hold,  he  found  none 
directly  under  him,  but  was  forced  to  reach  out 
toward  the  side  to  get  it,  from  which  he  judged 
that  he  must  be  opposite  a  window,  and  lower- 
ing himself  further,  he  came  upon  two  upright 
iron  bars  set  in  a  narrow  casement  nearly  over- 
grown with  ivv.  Behind  the  bars  all  seemed 
dark  ;  but  as  W'ulf's  eyes  became  wonted  to  the 
dimness,  he  became  aware,  first  of  a  shadowy 
something  that  seemed  to  move,  then  of  a  face 
gaunt,  white,  and  drawn,  with  great,  unreason- 
ing eves  that  stared  blanklv  into  his  own. 

He  felt  his  heart  hammering  at  his  ribs  as  he 
stared  back.  The  piteous,  vacant  eyes  seemed 
to  draw  his  very  soul,  and  a  choking  feeling 
came  in  his  throat.  For  a  full  moment  the  two 
pairs  of  eyes  gazed  at  each  other,  until  Wulf 
felt  as  if  his  heart  would  break  for  sheer  pity ; 
then  the  white  face  behind  the  bars  faded  back 
into  the  darkness,  and  Wulf  was  ware  once 
more  of  the  world  without,  the  yellow,  au- 
tumnal .sunshine,  and  the  green  ivy  with  its 
black  ropes  of  twisted  stems,  that  were  all  that 
kept  him  from  dashing  to  death  on  the  stones 
of  the  courtyard  below. 

So  shaken  was  he  by  what  he  liad  seen  that 
he  could  scarcely  hold  by  his  hands  while  he 
reached  for  foothold.  Little  by  little,  however, 
he  gathered  strength,  and  came  to  himself 
again,  until  by  the  time  he  reached  the  ground 
he  was  once  more  able  to  face  his  fellows,  who 
gathered  about,  full  of  praise  for  his  feat. 

But  little  cared  our  Wulf  for  their  acclaim 
when,  glancing  up  toward  the  balcony,  he 
caught  the  wave  of  a  white  hand.  His  heart 
nearly  leaped  from  his  throat,  a  second  later,  as 
he  saw  a  little  gleam  of  color,  and  was  ware 
that  the  hand  held  a  bit  of  bright  ribband  which 
presently  fluttered  over  the  edge  of  the  balcony 
and  down  toward  the  terrace. 

It  never  touched  earth.  There  was  a  rush 
toward  it  by  all  the  young  men,  each  eager  to 
grasp  the  token  ;  but  Wulf,  with  a  leap  that 
carried  his  outstretched  hand  high  above  the 


others,  laid  hold  upon  the  prize  and  bore  it 
(juickly  from  out  the  press. 

" 'T  is  mine!  minel  Yield  it!"  screamed 
Conradt,  rushing  after  him. 

"  Nay  ;  that  thou  must  j)rove,"  laughed  Wulf ; 
and  winning  easily  away  from  the  hunchback, 
he  ran  through  the  inner  bailey  to  his  own 
(juarters,  whence,  being  busy  about  some  mat- 
ters of  Herr  A\'erner's,  he  came  not  forth  until 
nightfall.  At  that  time  Conradt  did  not  see 
him  ;  for  the  baron  had  summoned  his  nephew 
to  him  about  a  matter  of  which  we  shall  hear 
more. 

ClIAI'Tl.k  \111. 

HOW    BARON    KVKRHARIir   WAS   OUTI.AWKD,   AND 

HOW    WLI.I-    HKAKI)    OK    THK    liAIiV 

IN    THK    OSIKRS. 

Onk  bright  morning,  not  long  after  Wulf  had 
climbed  the  ivy  tower,  there  came  to  the  Swartz- 
burg  a  herald  bearing  a  message  whereat  Baron 
Everhardt  laughed  long  and  loud.  So,  also, 
laughed  the  youngerlings  of  the  place  when  the 
thing  came  to  be  noised  among  them  ;  albeit 
two  or  three,  and  in  especial  Wulf  and  Hansei, 
who  was  now  head  groom,  laughed  not,  but 
were  sore  troubled. 

The  baron  had  been  declared  an  outlaw. 

For  an  emperor  now  ruled  in  Germany,  and 
good  folk  had  begun  to  dare  hope  that  the  evil 
days  might  be  drawing  to  a  close.  The  new 
emperor  was  none  other  than  Rudolf  of  Haps- 
burg,  he  who  had  been  count  of  that  name,  and 
since  coming  to  the  throne  he  had  bent  his 
whole  mind  and  strength  to  the  task  of  bringing 
peace  and  good  days  to  the  land,  and  order 
and  law  within  reach  of  the  unhappy  common 
folk  whose  lives  were  now  passed  in  hardship 
and  fear. 

To  this  end  the  Emperor  Rudolf  had  early 
sent  to  summon  all  of  the  barons  and  the 
lesser  nobles  of  the  land  to  come  to  his  help 
against  the  rebel  counts,  Ulric  and  Eberhard 
of  Wiirtemberg,  who  had  joined  with  King 
Ottakar  of  Bohemia  to  defy  the  new  ruler.  The 
head  of  the  Swartzburg  had  been  summoned 
with  the  others ;  but,  filled  with  contempt  for 
"  the  poor  Swiss  count,"  as  he  dubbed  the  em- 
peror, had  defied  him,  and  torn  up  the  summons 
before  the  eyes  of  the  herald  who  brought  it. 
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Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  the  refusal  of  nearly 
all  the  nobles  to  aid  their  emperor,  the  latter 
had,  with  his  own  men,  gone  against  tlie  two 
rebel  counts  and  their  kingly  ally,  and  had 
beaten  their  armies  and  brought  them  to  sue 
for  peace.  Now  he  was  turning  his  attention 
to  the  larger  task  of  putting  fear  of  the  law  and 
of  rightful  authority  into  the  hearts  of  the  rob- 
ber-nobles. 

Of  these  a  goodly  number  were  already  de- 
clared outlaws,  and  now  the  baron's  turn  had 
come.  Moreover,  one  of  the  men  of  the 
Swartzburg,  who  had  ridden  beyond  the  moun- 
tains on  a  matter  for  Herr  Banf,  had  ridden 
bark  with  word  that  the  emperor,  with  a  strong 
armv,  was  already  out  against  the  outlawed 
strongholds,  and  that  he  meant  soon  to  call  at 
the  Swartzburg. 

"  And  a  warm  welcome  shall  we  give  this 
new  emperor  of  ours,"  boasted  Conradt,  on  the 
castle  terrace.  "  Emperor,  forsooth!  By  the 
rood,  Count  Rudolf  will  have  need  of  all  his 
Swiss  rabble,  if  he  would  bring  the  Swartzburg's 
men  to  knee  before  him!  " 

A  chorus  of  assent  greeted  this  speech.  For 
once  his  hearers  listened  respectfully  to  the 
baron's  nephew.  Right  eager  were  all  the 
young  men  for  the  fray  that  was  threatening; 
and  so  great  was  their  contempt  for  the  em- 
peror that  they  could  see  for  it  but  one  out- 
come. 

"  But  that  his  Austrians  were  in  revolt  and 
his  army  divided,"  declared  one,  "  King  Otta- 
kar  had  never  yielded  to  the  Swiss.  He  of 
Hap.sburg  will  find  it  a  harder  matter  to  yoke 
the  German  barons."  And  all  his  hearers 
nodded  assent  to  the  bragging  speech. 

What  Baron  Everhardt,  at  council  with  his 
knights,  thought  of  the  outlook,  not  even  Con- 
radt, among  those  on  the  terrace,  rightly  knew  ; 
but  a  few  hours  later,  by  orders  sent  out 
through  the  stewards  and  the  masters  of  arms 
and  horse,  the  routine  of  the  castle  was  being 
put  upon  a  war  footing,  to  the  joy  of  the  eager 
young  men.  All  were  busy,  each  at  his  own 
line  of  duty,  in  the  work  of  preparation  for 
battle,  and,  to  Wulf's  delight,  it  fell  to  his  lot 
to  fare  down  the  valley  to  the  forge  on  an 
errand  for  Herr  Werner. 

It  was  weeks  since  Wulf  had  seen  Karl,  and 


glad  was  he  now  to  be  going  to  him ;  for  in 
his  own  mind  he  was  sore  perplexed  in  this  mat- 
ter of  the  new  emperor's  proclamation  of  the 
baron,  and  he  longed  for  the  armorer's  wise  and 
honest  thought  about  it  all. 

"  Thou  hast  seen  this  emperor  of  ours?  "  he 
said,  as  he  sat  in  the  doorway  of  the  smithy, 
whence  he  could  look  at  will  within  at  the 
forge,  or  without  adown  a  long  green  aisle  of 
the  forest. 

"  Ay,"  said  Karl,  proudly  ;  "  his  own  man-at- 
arms  was  I  during  the  Holy  War.  Served  him 
have  I,  and  gripped  his  hand — the  hand  of  an 
honest  man  and  a  sore-needed  one  in  this  land 
to-day." 

"  Dost  think  he  can  master  the  barons?  "  the 
boy  asked ;  and  Karl  looked  troubled. 

"  These  be  ill  times  for  thought,  bov,"  he 
said,  "  and  worse  for  speech  ;  but  if  the  emperor 
bring  not  order  into  our  midst,  then,  in  truth, 
are  the  scoffers  wise,  and  God  hath  forgotten 
us  up  in  heaven." 

"Would  I  were  of  his  train!"  Wulf  said, 
gazing  with  troubled  eyes  adown  between  the 
black  trunks  of  the  great  trees.  Karl,  watching 
him,  gathered  rightly  that  he  was  worried  as  to 
his  duty. 

"  If  he  be  in  truth  the  emperor  by  will 
of  the  people,"  Wulf  added  at  last,  "then  are 
all  true  men,  who  love  Germany,  bound  to 
come  to  his  banner." 

"Ay." 

"  But  I  am  of  the  Swartzburg's  men  ;  and 
how  may  I  be  an  honest  one  and  fail  at  this 
moment  when  every  blade  is  needed?  " 

"  'T  is  hard,"  Karl  said,  "  and  that  only  thine 
own  heart  can  teach  thee.  No  man  may  show 
another  w-hat  his  best  action  may  be ;  but  per- 
haps thou  'rt  nearer  being  the  emperor's  man 
than  the  baron's,  were  the  truth  known.  If 
I  guess  rightly,  't  were  ill  faring  if  one  of  thy 
line  raised  blade  against  Rudolf  of  Hapsburg." 
The  armorer  muttered  this  half  in  his  beard, 
nor  looked  at  Wulf  as  he  spoke. 

"  Nay,  Karl,"  the  boy  cried  sharply  ;  "  make 
me  no  more  riddles,  but  speak  out  plainly,  man 
to  man.  What  is  all  this  that  thou  hast  ever 
held  from  me  ?  What  mean'st  thou  by  '  any 
of  my  line  '?  " 

"Alas!"  said  the  armorer,  sadly.    "Naught 
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kncnv  I,  in  truth,  and  tluTc  's  the  hrartlirrak. 
'T  is  a  cluiin  of  which  some  h'nks  arc  missing. 
Would  to  Ciod  I  iHd  know,  tliat  I  mi^ht  speak  of 
a  surety  that  which  mv  Iieart  is  settled  u[)on. 
IJut  this  that  1  do  know  shall  thou  hear  to-day." 
And  cominir  over  hv  the   doorwav,   Karl  took 


'THEN     THE     UARON     CKIPPED     HER     BV      IHE     ARM. 

seat  upon  tlie  great  chest  near  by,  and  fell  to 
telling  Wulf  of  that  which  we  already  know — of 
his  trip  to  the  Swartzburg  a  dozen  years  before, 
and  how  he  had  taken  him  from  the  osiers. 

"  Never  saw  I  that  knight,  nor  aught  dared 
I  ever  ask  of  him;    but  .slain  was  he  by  Herr 


Maiif,  and  no  noise  was  ever  made  of  who  he 
was.  Only  this  I  know:  that  the  sword  Herr 
Hanf  gave  me  to  put  in  order  had  been  that 
stranger's,  and  nnia-  other  was  it  than  one 
forged  i)y  these  own  hands  for  Count  Wulf- 
stanger  of  Hartsburg  wlien  he  rode  with  Count 
Rudolf  to  Prussia,  and 
he  was  our  emperor's 
heart's  friend.  'i'liree 
swords  made  I  at  that 
lime,  alike  in  temper 
and  fashion,  and  one 
was  for  Count  Wulf- 
stanger ;  one  was  his 
who  is  now  emperor; 
and  one  I  kept  and 
brought  with  me  to  this 
place  — "  Karl  halted 
just  here,  l)ut  Wulf  was 
u  >n  taken  with  the  tale 
lo  note  that. 

"  lUit  thou  knowest 
not  that  aught  had  I  to 
do  with  that  stranger 
knight,"  he  urged,  long- 
ing for  Karl's  answer. 

"That  do  I  not.  But, 
lad,  thou  art  as  like  the 
Count  Otto  von  Wulf- 
sranger  as  his  own  son 
miglit  be ;  and  how 
earnest  thou  in  the  osiers 
just  at  that  time?  Oh,  I 
have  worn  thin  my  poor 
wits  over  this  thing.  But 
naught  have  I  been  able 
to  learn  or  guess.  I  did 
what  I  might,  and  if 
ever  thou  comest  to 
thine  own,  and  thine 
own  be  what  I  think  — 
ah,  boy,  thou  'rt  fit  for 
it!"  And  the  old  ar- 
(SEE  lAGE  i35.>  morer's  face  shone  with 

lo\ing  pride  as  his  eyes  took   in  the  figure  in 
the  doorway. 

"  Thanks  to  thee,  good  Karl,  I  can  bear  arms 
and  sit  a  horse  and  hold  mine  honor  clean," 
said  Wulf,  simply.  "  But  oh,  Karl,  fain  would 
I  know  the  riuhts  of  this  strange  matter!" 
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He  sighed,  his  thoughts  going  back  to  the 
castle,  ami  to  the  memory  of  a  fair  small  hand 
fluttering  a  ribband  down  over  the  heads  of  a 
rabble  of  scrambling  youths.  Truly,  the 
tinker's  lad,  if  such  he  was,  was  looking  high. 

"  I  wi.sh  that  I  might  see  that  sword,"  he 
said  at  last. 

"That  thou  shalt  see." 

The  armorer  arose  from  his  seat  on  the  chest, 
and  turned  toward  the  cupboard  ;  but  just  then 
there  showed,  riding  out  from  the  forest  and  up 
to  the  door  of  the  forge,  two  or  three  riders 
whom  Wulf  knew  to  be  from  Conradt's  mongrel 
band  of  thieves  and  cutthroats. 

They  had  with  them  a  matter  of  work  that, 
he  quickly  saw,  would  keep  Karl  busy  for  an 
hour  or  two ;  so,  mindful  of  his  errand  and  of 
the  need  to  get  back  to  the  Swartzburg,  where 
so  great  things  were  going  on,  he  arose  from 
the  doorway. 

What  of  loyalty  and  duty  his  mind  might  fix 
upon  at  last,  he  knew  not  yet ;  but  the  thought 
of  one  who  in  the  trouble  to  come  might  be  in 
danger  drew  him  like  a  magnet.  So,  bidding 
Karl  good-by,  he  w^ent  his  way. 

His  mind  was  full  of  confused  thoughts  as  he 
fared  through  the  forest.  The  weighty  matters 
that  pressed  upon  his  brain  kept  mind  and  heart 
engaged  while  he  journeyed;  but  his  duty 
seemed  no  clearer  to  him,  when  he  had  reached 
the  castle,  than  it  had  seemed  at  the  forge  with 
Karl. 

Chapter  IX. 

OF    THE    ILL     NEWS     THAT    THE     BARON    BROKE 

TO    HIS    MAIDEN    WARD,    AND    OF    HOW^    SHE 

TOOK    THAT    SAME. 

Baron  Everhardt  sat  beside  a  table  in  the 
great  hall  of  the  castle,  scowling  blackly  at  a 
pile  of  weighty-seeming  papers  that  lay  before 
him.  The  baron  could  himself  neither  read 
nor  write,  but  Father  Franz,  his  confessor  and 
penman,  had  been  with  him  all  forenoon,  and 
together  they  had  gone  over  the  parchments, 
one  by  one,  and  the  warrior  noble  had,  to  all 
seeming,  found  enough  to  keep  his  mind  busy 
with  them  since. 

The  parchments  were  none  other  than  the 
deeds  in  the  matters  of  the  estate  of  the  baron's 
ward,  Friiulein  Elise  von  Hofenhoer,  regarding 


which  estate  the  emperor  had  sent  word  that 
he  should  demand  accounting  after  he  had 
wrought  order  at  the  Swartzburg.  The  baron's 
face  was  not  good  to  see  when  he  recalled  the 
words  of  the  emperor's  message. 

"  By  the  rood ! "  he  muttered,  bringing  a 
clenched  fist  down  on  the  table.  "  The  poor 
Swiss  count  were  wiser  to  busy  himself  with 
setting  his  own  soul  in  order  against  coming  to 
the  Swartzburg." 

He  sprang  from  his  chair  and  paced  the  floor 
wrathfully,  when  there  entered  to  him  his  ward, 
whom  he  had  sent  to  summon. 

A  stately  slip  of  maidenhood  was  Elise — tall 
and  fair,  with  fearless  eyes  of  dark  blue.  She 
seemed  older  than  her  few  years,  and  as  she 
stood  within  the  hall  even  the  dark  visage  of 
the  baron  lightened  at  sight  of  her,  and  the 
growl  of  his  voice  softened  in  answering  her 
greeting. 

"There  be  many  gruesome  things  in  these 
hard  days,  Fraulein,"  he  said,  "  and  things  that 
may  easily  work  ill  for  a  maid." 

A  startled  look  came  into  Elise's  eyes,  but 
naught  said  she,  though  the  dread  in  her  heart 
warned  her  what  the  baron's  words  might  por- 
tend. 

"Thou  knowest,"  her  guardian  went  on, 
"  that  thy  father  left  thee  in  my  care.  Our 
good  Hofenhoer!  May  he  be  at  greater  peace 
than  we  are  like  to  know  for  many  a  long 
year! " 

There  was  an  oily  smoothness  in  the  baron's 
tone  that  did  not  ease  the  fear  in  Elise's  heart. 

Never  had  she  known  him  to  speak  of  her 
father,  whom  she  could  not  remember,  and, 
indeed,  never  before  had  he  spoken  to  her  at 
such  length ;  for  the  baron  was  more  at  home 
in  the  saddle,  or  at  tilt  and  foray,  than  with 
the  women  of  his  household.  But  he  grew 
bland  as  any  lawyer  as  he  went  on,  with  a  ges- 
ture toward  the  parchments : 

"  These  be  all  the  matters  of  what  propertv 
thy  father  left,  though  little  enough  of  it  have 
I  been  able  to  save  for  thee,  —  what  with  the 
wickedness  of  the  times.  And  now  this  greedy 
thief  of  a  robber-count  who  calls  himself  Em- 
peror of  Germany,  forsooth,  seems  minded  to 
take  even  that  little — and  thee  into  the  bargain, 
belike — an  we  find  not  a  way  to  hinder  him." 
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"Take  me?  "  Klise  said,  in  some  amaze,  as 
the  baron  seemed  waitinj;  her  word. 

"  Ay.  The  fellow  hath  jiroclaimeil  me  out- 
law, though,  for  that  matter,  do  I  as  easily 
proclaim  him  interloper.  So,  doubtless,  't  is 
even."     And  the  baron  smiled  grimly. 

"  But  that  is  by  the  way,"  he  addeil,  his 
bland  air  coming  back.  "  I  've  sent  for  thee 
on  a  weightier  matter,  Friiulein,  for  war  ami  evil 
are  all  around  us.  I  am  none  so  young  as  once 
1  was,  and  no  man  knows  what  may  hap  whvn 
this  Swiss  count  comes  hunting  the  nobles  of 
the  land  as  he  might  chase  wild  dogs.  'T  is 
plain  thou  must  have  a  younger  protector,  anil " 
— here  the  baron  gave  a  snicker  as  he  looked 
at  Elise — "all  maids  be  alike  in  this,  I  trow, 
that  to  none  is  a  husband  amiss.     Is  't  not  so?  " 

Klise  was  bv  now  turned  white  as  death,  ami 
her  slim  fingers  gripped  hard  on  the  chair-arms. 

"  ^^'llat  mean'st  thou,  sir?  "  she  asked  faintly. 

The  baron's  uneasy  blandness  slipped  aw^ay 
before  his  readier  frown,  yet  still  he  smiled  in 
set  fashion. 

"  Said  I  not,"  he  cried,  with  clownish  attempt 
at  lightness,  "that  all  maids  are  alike?  Well 
knowest  thou  my  meaning.  Yet  wouldst  thou 
question  and  hedge,  like  all  the  others.  Canst 
be  ready  for  thy  marriage  by  the  day  after  to- 
morrow ?  We  must  needs  have  thee  a  sheltered 
wife  ere  the  Swiss  hawk  pounce  upon  thee 
and  leave  thee  plucked.  Moreover,  thy  groom 
waxes  impatient  these  days." 

"And  who  is  he?"  Elise  almost  whispered 
with  lips  made  stiff  by  dread. 

"  Who,  indeed,"  snarled  the  baron,  losing  his 
scant  self-mastery,  "  but  my  nephew,  to  whom, 
as  well  thou  knowest,  thou  hast  been  betrothed 
since  thou  wert  a  child?  " 

The  maiden  sprang  wildly  to  her  feet,  then 
cowered  back  in  her  chair  and  hid  her  face  in 
her  hands. 

"  Conradt?     Oh,  never,  never!  "  she  moaned. 

"  Come,  come,"  her  guardian  said,  not  un- 
kindly. "  Conradt  is  no  beauty,  I  grant.  God 
hath  dealt  hardly  with  him  in  a  way  that  might 
well  win  him  a  maiden's  pity,"  he  added  with 
a  sham  piousness  that  made  Elise  shiver. 

"  Thou  must  have  a  husband's  protection," 
the  baron  went  on.  "  Naught  else  will  avail  in 
these  times,  and  't  was  thv  father's  will." 


"  Nay,  I  believe  not  that,"  Elise  cried,  look- 
ing straight  at  him  with  flashing  eyes.  "  Ne'er 
knew  I  my  father,  but  't  were  not  in  any  father's 
heart,  my  lord,  to  will  so  dreadful  a  thing  for 
liis  one  daughter.  Not  so  will  1  dishonor  that 
l)ra\  e  nobleman's  memory  as  to  believe  that 
this  was  his  will  for  me." 

'i'he  baron  sprang  up,  dashing  the  parch- 
ments aside. 

"  Heed  thy  words,  girl!  "  he  njared.  "Thy 
father's  will  or  not  thy  father's  will  — thou  'It 
wed  my  nei)hew  on  to-morrow's  morrow." 

Elise  came  a  step  nearer  with  a  gesture  of 
pleading. 

"  My  lord,"  she  said  with  earnest  dignity, 
"ye  cannot  mean  it!  I  am  a  poor,  helpless 
maiden,  with  nor  father  nor  brother  to  fend  for 
me.  Never  canst  thou  mean  to  do  me  this 
wrong." 

"  'T  is  needful,  girl,"  the  baron  said,  keeping 
his  eyes  lowered.  "  This  is  no  time  for  thee  to 
be  unwed.  Thou  must  have  a  legal  protector 
other  than  I.  Only  a  husband  can  hold  thy 
property  from  the  emperor's  greed — and  per- 
haps save  thee  from  eviler  straits." 

"  Nay,  who  cares  for  the  wretched  stuff  ?" 
cried  she,  impatiently.  "  Ah,  my  lord,  let  it  go. 
Take  it,  all  of  it,  an  ye  will,  and  let  me  enter  a 
convent  —  rather  than  this." 

But  for  this  the  baron  had  no  mind.  Al- 
ready had  he  turned  his  ward's  property  to  his 
own  use,  and  her  marriage  with  Conradt  was 
planned  but  that  he  might  hide  his  theft  from 
the  knowledge  of  others.  Well  knew  he  how 
stern  an  accounting  of  his  guardianship  would 
be  demanded,  did  Elise  enter  the  shelter  of  a 
convent ;  but  he  only  said  : 

"  Thou  art  not  of  age.  Thou  canst  not  take 
so  grave  a  step.  The  law  will  not  let  thee  con- 
sent." 

"Then  how  mav  I  consent  to  this  other?  " 

"  To  this  I  consent  for  thee,  minx.  Let  that 
suffice,  and  go  about  thy  preparations." 

"I  cannot!  I  cannot!  Oh,  Herr  Iniron, 
dost  thou  not  fear  God?  As  he  lives,  I  will 
never  do  this  thing!  " 

Then  the  baron  gripped  her  by  the  arm. 

"  Now,  miss,"  he  said,  his  face  close  to  hers, 
"  enough  of  folly.  Yet  am  I  master  at  the 
Swartzburg,   and    two   days   of   grace    have    I 
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granted  thee.  But  a  word  more,  ami  Father  trouble  or  dismay  beyond  what  was  already 
Franz  shall  make  thee  a  bride  this  in'ght  if  thy  hers.  In  the  next  instant,  however,  she  recog- 
thieving  cur  of  a  bridegroom  show  his  face  in  nized  Wulf.  He  was  passing  through  the  gar- 
the  castle.  See,  now ;  naught  canst  thou  gain  den,  and  had  been  minded  to  turn  aside  for  a 
by  thy  stubborn  unreason.  I  can  have  patience  moment  to  sit  beneath  the  elm  where  he  knew 
with  a  maid's  whims, 
but  if  thou  triest  me 
too  greatly,  it  will  go 
hard  but  that  I  shall 
find  a  way  to  break  thy 
stubborn  will.  Now 
get  yonder  and  pre- 
pare thy  bridal  robes." 
And  he  strode  away. 

Elise  turned  and 
fled  from  that  place, 
scarce  noting  whither 
she  went.  Not  back 
to  the  women's  cham- 
bers. She  could  not 
face  the  baroness  and 
her  ladies  until  she  had 
faced  this  mon.strous 
trouble  alone. 

Out  she  sped,  then, 
to  the  castle  garden, 
fleeing,  poor,  hunted 
fawn  that  she  was,  to 
the  one  spot  of  refuge 
she  knew,  the  shelter- 
ing shade  of  a  droop- 
ing elm,  at  whose  foot 
welled  up  a  little  stream 
that,  husbanded  and 
led  by  careful  garden- 
ing, wandered  through 
the  pleasance  to  water 
my  lady's  rose-garden 
beyond.  There  had 
ever  been  her  favorite 
dreaming-place,  and 
thither  brought  she 
this  great  woe  where- 
with she  must  wrestle.  But  ere  she  could  cast 
herself  down  upon  the  welcoming  mo.ss  at  the 
roots  of  the  tree,  a  figure  started  up  from  within 
the  shadow  of  the  great  black  trunk,  and  came 
toward  her. 

She  started  back  with  a  startled  cry,  wonder- 
ing,  even   then,    that   aught   could   cause   her 
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the  fair  lily  of  the  castle  had  her  favorite  nook. 
But  he  was  even  then  dejjarting,  when  he  was 
aware  of  Elise  coming  toward  him. 

Then  he  saw  her  face,  all  distraught  with 
pain  and  sorrow,  and  wrath  filled  him. 

"  Who  hath  harmed  thee?  "  he  cried.  "  'T 
were  an  ill  faring  for  him  an  I  come  nigh  him." 
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"  Wulf,  Wulf !  "  moaned  Elise,  as  soon  as  she 
knew  him.  "  Surely  Heaven  hath  sent  thee 
to  help  nael"  And  standing  there  under  the 
sheltering  tree,  she  told  him,  as  best  she  might 
for  shame  and  woe  and  the  maidenly  wrath 
that  were  hers,  the  terrible  doom  fallen  upon  lier. 

And  Wulf's  face  grew  stern  and  white  as  he 
listened,  anil  there  fell  off  from  it  the  boyish 
look  of  ease  and  light-hearlcdncss  tiiat  is  the 
right  of  youth,  and  the  look  of  a  man  came 
there  instead. 

Now  and  again,  as  Elise  spoke,  his  hand 
sought  the  dagger  at  his  belt,  and  his  breath 
came  thick  from  beneath  his  teeth;  but  no 
words  wasted  he  in  wrath,  for  his  wit  was 
working  fast  on  the  matter  before  them,  which 
was  the  finding  of  a  way  of  escape  for  the 
maiden. 

"  There  is  but  one  way  for  it,"  he  said  at 
last,  "  and  that  must  be  this  very  night,  for  this 
business  of  the  emperor's  coming  makes  every 
moment  beyond  the  present  one  a  thing  of 
doubt.  It  cannot  be  before  midnight,  though, 
that  I  may  help  thee ;  for  till  then  1  guard  the 
postern-gate,  and  I  may  not  leave  that  which 
is  intrusted  me.  But  after  that,  do  tliou  make 
shift  to  come  to  me  here,  and,  God  helping  us, 
thou  'It  be  far  from  here  ere  daybreak." 

"  But  whither  can  I  go?  "  Elise  cried,  .shrink- 
ing in  terror  from  the  bold  step.  "  How  may 
a  maiden  wander  forth  into  the  night?  " 

"That  is  a  simple  matter,"  said  Wulf. 
"  Where,  indeed,  but  to  the  Convent  of  St. 
Ursula,  beyond  the  wood?  Thou  'It  be  safe 
there,  for  the  lady  superior  is  blood  kin  to  the 
emperor,  and  already  is  the  place  under  protec- 
tion of  his  men.  Even  if  he  think  to  seek  thee 
there,  our  wild  baron  would  pause  before  going 
against  those  walls." 

" 'T  is  a  fair  chance,"  said  Elise,  at  last, 
"  but  if  't  were  still  worse,  't  were  better  worth 
trying,  even  to  death,  than  to  live  unto  to- 
morrow's morrow  and  what 't  will  bring  "  ;  and 
a  shudder  shook  her  till  she  sobbed  with  grief. 

The  time  was  too  short  even  for  much  plan- 
ning, while  many  things  remained  to  be  done  ;  so 
Elise  sought  her  own  little  nest  in  the  castle 
wing,  there  to  make  ready  for  flight,  while  Wulf 
took  pains  to  show  himself  as  usual  about  the 
tasks  wherewith  he  was  wont  to  fill  his  hours. 
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1  r  was  a  little  past  midnight,  and  the  air  was 
black  and  soft  as  velvet,  when  two  figures  crept 
across  the  inner  bailey  and  gained  the  outer 
court  of  the  castle.  Feeling  by  hand  and  foot 
along  the  walls,  Wulf  led,  while  Elise  crept  after 
him,  holding  fast  by  his  sleeve,  till  at  last  they 
were  at  the  jjostern-gate. 

"  Gotta  Brent's  son  followed  me  on  watch 
here,"  he  whi.spered  to  Elise.  "  He  is  a  sleepy 
fellow,  and  will  not  have  got  well  settled  to  the 
tramp  yet." 

"  Thou  'It  not  harm  him,  Wulf?  "  she 
breathed  back  an.xiously.  "  Ne'er  again  could 
I  be  hapi)y  if  any  hurt  comes  to  an  innocent 
person  through  me." 

"  Nay,  let  thy  heart  be  easy,"  replied  Wulf. 
"  1  will  but  fix  him  in  easy  position  for  the 
sleep  he  loves.  He  were  no  fellow  to  be  put 
on  watch  in  time  of  danger." 

Just  then  the  clank  of  metal  came  to  their 
ears,  and  they  knew  that  the  sentinel  was  draw- 
ing near  on  his  beat. 

Close  back  they  pressed  into  the  deep  shadow 
of  the  bastion,  while  Elise  put  both  hands  over 
her  heart  in  an  instinct  to  muffle  its  wild  beat- 
ing. 

Almost  beside  them,  lantern  in  hand,  the 
watch  paused  ;  but  his  body  was  between  them 
and  his  light,  and  its  rays  did  not  shine  into  the 
bastion. 

He  bent  toward  them,  and  Wulf  braced  him- 
self to  spring  upon  him,  when  of  a  sudden  a 
call  rang  out  from  the  sentinel  on  the  watch- 
tower  far  adown  the  wall. 

"  One  hour  past  midnight,  and  all  's  well," 
it  said  ;  and  the  sentinel  beside  them  took  it  up, 
bellowing  out  the  words  until  they  sounded  fair 
awful  coming  out  of  the  darkness.  From  else- 
where the  watch-cry  sounded  again,  and  ere  it 
had  clean  died  away  Wulf  gave  a  forward  spring, 
catching  the  sentinel  just  as  he  was  turning  to 
walk  adown  his  beat. 

In  a  flash  the  sleepy  watchman  had  received 
a  blow  from  his  own  staff  that  quieted  him. 
Then,  dashing  out  the  lantern,  Wulf,  as  best  he 
could  in   the  darkne.ss,  thrust  a  soft  leathern 
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gag  into  the  man's  mouth,  making  it  fast  by 
cords  to  the  back  of  his  head.  Tlien  he  bound 
him  hand  and  foot,  and  taking  from  the  fel- 
low's girdle  the  key  of  the  postern,  he  grasped 
Elise's  hand,  and  together  they  made  out  to 
open  the  gate  and  creep  forth. 

Between  them  and  liberty  there  yet  lay  the 
ditch  ;  but  Wulf  knew  where  the  warden's  boat 
was  tied,  and  he  managed  to  get  Elise  into  the 
small  craft.  By  now  a  few  stars  shone  through 
the  darkness,  lighting  them,  feebly  enough,  to 
the  other  side,  and  presently  the  pair  had  clam- 
bered again  ahead. 

"  Now  for  it,"  whispered  ^Vulf.  "  Gird  thy 
skirts  well,  for  if  we  win  away  now,  't  will  be 
by  foot-fleetness." 

Bravely  Elise  obeyed  him,  and  taking  her 
hand  again,  Wulf  led  off  at  a  long,  low  run, 
none  too  hard  for  her  prowess,  yet  getting  well 
over  the  ground.  Thus  they  began  descending 
the  defile.  It  was  cruel  work  for  a  tender 
maid,  but  Elise  was  of  such  stuff  as  in  years 
gone  had  made  warrior  queens ;  she  neither 
moaned  nor  flinched,  but  kept  steady  pace  at 
Wulf's  side. 

Thus  they  fared  for  a  matter  of  two  or  three 
miles,  and  had  gotten  well  away  down  the  pass 
when  they  caught,  on  the  still  night  air,  an 
alarum  of  horns  from  the  castle.  Plainly  some- 
thing was  astir,  and  that,  most  likely,  the  discov- 
ery that  some  one  had  come  or  gone  by  the 
postern-gate. 

"  The  boat  will  soon  tell  them  which  't  is," 
said  Wulf,  "  and  they  '11  be  after  us  full  soon." 

They  quickened  pace,  and  sped  down  the 
stony  road,  Wulf  with  an  arm  about  the  maiden's 
waist,  that  he  might  lift  her  along,  she  with  a 
hand  on  his  shoulder,  bravely  keeping  the  pace. 

By  now  they  were  beyond  the  steepest  of  the 
way,  and  near  to  where  the  stream  that  kept  it 
company  toward  the  valley  widened  over  the 
plain  for  some  miles  in  a  sedgy,  grass-tufted 
morass,  with  here  and  there  clumps  of  wild 
bog-willow  and  tall  reeds. 

The  noise  of  pursuit  sounded  loud  and  ter- 
rible behind  them,  till  they  could  almost  tell  the 
different  voices  of  the  men.  Then,  without 
warning,  over  the  crest  of  the  mountains  tower- 
ing up  on  one  side  rose  the  late  moon,  full  and 
lambent,  flooding  the  whole  scene  with  light. 


"Quick,  quick!"  cried  Wulf,  and  fairly  lift- 
ing his  comj)anion,  he  swung  down  the  rocks 
that  edged  the  cliff,  sliding,  slipping,  scrambhng, 
still  holding  her  safe,  until,  with  a  spring,  they 
gained  the  shelter  of  the  willows. 

There  they  lay  breathless  for  a  moment,  while 
above  them  a  party  of  horsemen  swept  by  in 
full  cry. 

"  They  will  .soon  be  back,"  said  Wulf.  "  We 
must  e'en  pick  our  way  over  yonder,  Elise." 

"We  can  never!  "  gasped  the  girl,  almost  in 
despair. 

"  That  were  a  long  day,"  answered  Wulf, 
easily.  "  I  wot  not  if  any  other  man  from  the 
castle  can  do  it,  but  well  know  I  how  it  can  be 
done." 

Stooping,  he  lifted  Elise  in  his  strong  arms, 
and  resting  her  light  weight  on  shoulder  and 
chest,  went  lightly  forward,  now  stepping  upon 
a  ready  islet  of  green  just  showing  in  the  moon- 
light, now  plunging  almost  waist-deep  in  water 
below  which  other  trips  had  taught  him  was 
foothold,  but  never  stopping  until  he  drew  near 
the  other  side.  Then,  sore  wearied,  he  raised 
Elise  that  she  might  lay  hold  on  some  over- 
hanging boughs  and  swing  herself  up  among 
them,  after  which  Wulf  crawled  ashore  and  lay 
panting,  while  Elise  bent  over  him,  calling  him 
softly  by  name,  and  taking  blame  to  herself  for 
all  his  weariness. 

He  did  but  wait  to  get  his  breath,  however ; 
then,  as  they  heard  the  hue  and  cry  of  the  re- 
turning horsemen,  he  started  up  again.  Fresh- 
ened by  their  short  rest,  they  plunged  into  the 
forest. 

Well  was  it  for  them  that  Wulf  knew,  as 
some  men  to-day  know  their  home  cities,  the 
wayless  depths  of  that  wood.  With  the  sure- 
ness  of  a  hiving  bee.  he  led  Elise  through 
the  great  tree-aisles.  Here  and  there,  where 
boughs  were  thinner,  the  moon's  rays  sifted  in, 
but  for  the  most  part  it  was  fair  dark,  until,  after 
long  travel,  as  they  came  to  a  little  bit  of  open 
where  ancient  forest  fire  had  cleared  the  trees, 
they  saw  that  the  moonlight  had  given  place  to 
the  first  gray  tint  of  dawn. 

On  they  went  for  yet  another  hour,  and  now 
it  was  clear  daylight,  when,  sounding  through 
the  woods,  came  again  the  noise  of  horsemen. 
Evidently   the   baron's    men    had    skirted    the 
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stream  and  struck  through  the  forest.  For  all 
the  fugitives  knew,  they  might  show  l)ef()re  thc-in 
any  moment  now. 

"  Wulf,"  crieil  Elise,  '"  do  thou  leave  me  here. 
I  can  go  no  further;  but  go  thou  on.  I  will 
stay  to  meet  them.  They  dare  not  kill  me, — 
would  they  did!— but  if  I  stay  and  go  back 
with  them  to  the  castle,  thou  canst  escape,  and 
thy  death  will  not  be  at  my  charge." 

"Hush!"  ^^'ulf  answered  almost  roughly. 
"  Dost  think  I  will  do  thy  bidding  in  this?  But 
here  is  no  place  to  hide.  We  must  get  on,  if 
we  may,  where  the  bush  is  thicker;  so  hearten 
thyself  for  one  more  trial." 

His  arm  once  more  on  her  waist,  they  ran  on, 
she  sobbing  with  weariness  and  fear  for  him, 
through  the  forest. 

But  nearer  and  nearer,  loutler  and  more  clear, 
came  the  noise  of  their  pursuers,  and  still  more 
feebly  ran  the  tired  pair,  stumbling  over  fallen 
boughs  and  matted  tangles  of  dead  leaves. 

"  Wulf,  I  am  like  to  die  of  weariness,"  gasped 
Elise,  at  last.     "  Go  on  alone,  I  beg  thee." 

"  Hark!  "  Wulf  interrupted,  with  a  quick  ges- 
ture.    "  What  is  that?  " 

They  were  at  the  edge  of  another  open, 
which  they  were  minded  to  skirt,  fearful  to 
cross  it  and  risk  discovery ;  but  beyond  it  came 
the  sound  of  still  another  body  of  horsemen 
crashing  through  the  fdrest. 

"  Belike  the  party  have  divided,"  Wulf  whis- 
pered, "  the  better  to  find  us."  But  even  as  he 
spoke  a  squire  rode  from  the  bush  into  the 
open,  bearing  a  banner  that  Wulf  had  never  be- 
fore seen.  He  shrank  back  into  the  thicket, 
keeping  tight  hold  of  Ehse's  hand  ;  but  the  new- 
comer had  evidently  ridden  out  by  mistake 
from  the  body  of  his  fellows,  and  retired  again 
by  the  way  he  came.  They  could  hear  him 
going  on  through  the  brush. 

"  They  are  not  Swartzburg  riders,"  Wulf  said  ; 
and  then  a  mighty  din  arose  among  the  trees. 
The  woods  rang  on  all  sides  with  the  cries  of 
fighting-men  and  the  clashing  of  weapons,  and 
in  another  moment  Wulf  made  out  clearly  the 
battle-cry  of  Baron  Everhardt's  men.  But 
above  it  and  all  the  din  of  fighting  there  rose 
another  cry,  —  "  For  God  and  the  emperor!"  — 
so  that  he  knew  that  a  party  of  Rudolf's  men, 
if  not   his   whole  armv.  had  fallen  in  with  the 


I)ursuers,  and  his  hot  young  blood  stirred  with 
longing  to  be  in  the  fray. 

Then  he  bethought  him  of  the  matter  at 
hand. 

"  Now,  now,  Elise,  this  is  our  chance!  Wc 
must  l)e  off.  One  more  dash  and  we  shall  be 
well  on  our  way  to  the  convent." 

He  j)ressed  to  her  lips  an  o[)ened  bottle  filled 
with  goat's  milk,  urging  her  to  drink,  and  when 
she  had  done  so,  she  looked  up  at  him  with 
fresh  courage  in  her  eyes. 

"  I  am  ready,"  she  said,  rising. 

He  stopped  the  bottle  and  secured  it  at  his 
belt,  and  again  they  went  on,  dashing  forward, 
unmindful  of  any  noise  they  might  make  when 
all  the  wood  was  so  full  of  direful  sound.  The 
new  hope  that  had  come  to  Elise  gave  her  fresh 
strength,  so  that  it  seemed  to  her  as  if  she  had 
but  just  begun  to  run. 

In  this  fashion  they  traveled  on  until  at  last 
Wulf  halted  in  the  deepest  depth  of  the  great 
forest. 

"  We  shall  be  safe  to  rest  here,"  he  said,  still 
speaking  softly,  "  while  we  break  our  fast." 

Ch.vptkk  XI. 

HOW    THK    FUGITIVES    CAME    TO    ST.    URSUL.A. 
AND    .MET    THE    E.MPEROR. 

The  milk  was  still  sweet,  and  being  young, 
wholesome  creatures,  the  two  made  out  to  take 
the  food  and  drink  they  needed,  and  were  after- 
ward able  to  go  on  their  way,  warily,  but 
steadily,  through  the  woods. 

Nevertheless,  it  was  close  upon  nightfall 
when  the  convent  walls  showed  gray  before 
them  where  the  woods  had  been  cleared  away. 

All  was  bustle  and  confusion  there.  The 
close  was  full  of  armed  men,  and  about  the 
stables  and  courtyards  were  many  great  war- 
horset,  while  grooms  and  men-at-arms  ran  to 
and  fro  on  divers  erranils,  or  busied  themselves 
about  the  horses  and  their  gear.  Altogether 
the  scene  was  one  of  such  liveliness  as  Wulf 
had  never  dreamed  the  convent  could  take  on. 

At  the  little  barred  window  of  the  cloister  gate 
where  he  knocked  with  Elise,  a  lay  sister  was  in 
waiting,  who  told  them  the  reason  of  all  this 
business.  The  new  emperor,  with  his  train, 
was  the  convent's  guest.     That  m'ght  he  would 
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bide  there,  awaiting  the  coming  of  the  bulk  of 
his  army,  wherewitli  later  he  meant  to  attack 
the  Svvartzburg.  The  sister  admitted  our 
travelers,  and  took  Elise  straight  to  the  mother 
superior,  leaving  Wulf  to  find  the  way,  which 
well  he  knew,  to  the  kitchen. 

The  emperor  and  the  mother  superior  were 
together  in  the  latter's  little  reception-room 
when  Elise  was  brought  before  them,  treml)ling 
and  shy,  as  a  maiden  might  well  be  in  the  pres- 
ence of  royalty  and  of  churchly  dignity  ;  but  the 
mother  superior,  though  she  had  never  seen 
the  little  maid,  called  her  by  name,  the  lay 
sister  having  made  it  known,  and  turned  with 
her  to  the  emperor. 

"  This,  sire,"  she  said,  "  is  the  child  of  your 
old  friend  Von  Hofenhoer,  and  sometime  ward 
of  our  baron,  who,  I  fear,  is  ill  prepared  to 
make  accounting  of  his  stewardship.  But  why 
she  is  here  I  know  not  yet,  save  that  the  sister 
tells  me  that  .she  was  brought  here  a  refugee 
from  the  castle  by  the  grandson  of  old  Karl  of 
the  forge — he  of  whom  you  were  asking  but 
now." 

The  emperor  was  a  tall,  lean  man,  with  eagle- 
like visage,  clean-shaven  and  stern.  His  long, 
straight  hair  fell  down  on  either  side  of  his 
gaunt  face,  and  his  eyes  were  bright  and  keen. 
He  was  plainly,  almost  meanly  dressed. 
Nevertheless,  he  was  of  right  kingly  aspect, 
and,  moreover,  despite  his  stern  looks,  he 
smiled  kindly  as  he  placed  a  hand  on  Elise's 
bowed  head. 

"  Thy  father  Avas  my  good  comrade,  child," 
he  said,  "  and  sorry  am  I  to  see  his  daughter 
in  such  plight ;  but  thou  shalt  tell  us  about  it 
presently,  and  we  shall  see  what  is  to  be  done." 

The  lay  sister  returned,  bearing  some  wine 
and  a  plate  of  biscuits ;  and  seating  her  in  an 
arm-chair,  the  mother  superior  bade  Elise  par- 
take of  these,  which  she  did  gladly.  When  she 
had  finished,  the  two  dignitaries,  who  were  own 
cousins  and  old  friends,  drew  from  her,  little  by 
little,  the  story  of  her  flight  from  the  castle,  and 
of  her  reasons  therefor. 

As  the  emperor  heard  her  tell  of  the  baron's 
cruel  demand,  he  paced  up  and  down  the  little 
stone-floored  room,  now  frowning  sternly,  now 
softening  again  as  he  looked  upon  the  fair 
young  maiden,  so  spent  with  fear  and  hardship. 


"  This  is  bad  work,"  he  said  at  last,  "and  well 
is  it  that  we  have  come  to  clean  out  the  jack- 
al's nest.  But  this  boy  Wulf  whom  she  speaks 
of,  he  must  be  here  yet.  Him  I  would  see — 
and  our  good  old  Karl.  Would  he  were  here 
now! " 

So  Wulf  was  summoned  before  the  great 
emperor,  and  came  with  swift-beating  heart. 
Brought  face  to  face  with  Rudolf,  he  fell  upon 
one  knee,  cap  in  hand,  and  waited  the  mon- 
arch's will. 

When  the  latter  spoke  it  was  with  great 
kindline.ss ;  for  well  was  he  pleased  with  the 
goodly  looking  youth. 

"  Rise,"  he  said,  when  he  had  glanced  keenly 
over  the  kneeling  figure.  "  And  so  thou  'rt  my 
old  friend  Karl's  grandson.  If  there  's  aught 
in  blood,  thou  .shouldst  be  an  honest  man  and 
a  brave ;  for  truer  nor  braver  man  ever  lived, 
and  well  knows  Rudolf  of  Hapsburg  that." 

A  thousand  thoughts  and  impulses  surged 
through  Wulf's  brain  while  the  emperor  spoke, 
but  the  moment  seemed  none  for  speech,  other 
than  that  with  which  he  finally  contented  him- 
self, saying  simply: 

"  He  brought  me  up,  sire." 

"And  that  is  thy  good  fortune,"  cried  the 
emperor.  "  But  tell  me  when  I  may  have 
speech  of  my  friend  ;  for  there  is  a  matter  hath 
brought  me  hither  that  needeth  his  help,  though 
I  knew  not  that  he  were  even  alive  until  the 
mother  superior  here  told  me  of  his  presence 
hereabout.  Well  knew  she  how  Rudolf  loved 
his  ancient  man-at-arms." 

"  If  he  knew  what  was  afoot,"  Wulf  said 
respectfully,  "  he  would  be  here  now  to  honor 
the  emperor.  Readily  could  I  take  him  a  mes- 
sage, your  Majesty,"  he  added. 

"  That  were  well  done,"  began  Rudolf.  But 
Mother  Ursula  interrupted. 

"  Nay,"  she  said  ;  "  the  baron's  men  belike 
are  even  now  scouring  the  country  for  the  boy. 
'T  were  the  price  of  his  life  to  send  him  forth 
again,  at  least  till  the  Svvartzburg  is  taken." 

"True  enough,"  said  the  emperor.  "In 
faith,  my  longing  in  this  matter  hath  made 
me  forgetful.  Well,  I  must  e'en  seek  another 
messenger." 

"  If  I  might  go,  sire,"  Wulf  persisted,  with 
manly  modesty  that  still  further  won  Rudolf's 
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straightft>r\vartl  heart,  "  no  messenger  could  go 
so  quickly  as  I — by  ways  I  know  that  are  quite 
safe.  I  can  fare  back  now,  anil  be  there  by 
daylight." 

"By  the  rood,  no!"  cried  the  emperor. 
"Thoushalt  rest  some  hours  ere  we  think  fur- 
ther of  this.  There  's  none  too  much  such 
timber  as  thou  in  the  land,  that  we  should  I)e 
in  haste  to  fell  it.  (iet  thee  now  to  refresh- 
ment and  rest,  and  if  we  need  thee  thou  shalt 
know  it." 

Thus  dismissed,  Wulf  was  fain  to  be  content 
with  retiring;  and  despite  his  anxiety  to  serve 
the  emperor,  who  had  won  the  boy's  whole 
loyal  heart,  right  glad  was  he,  after  a  hearty 
supper,  to  go  to  bed.  So,  when  he  was  shown, 
at  last,  into  the  traveler's  dormitory,  he  threw 
himself  down  upon  the  hard  cot  spread  for  him. 
and  fell  at  once  into  a  deep  sleep. 

Chapter  XI I. 

HOW     WULF     TOOK    THE     EMPEROR's     MESSAGE 
TO    KARL    OF    THE    FORGE. 

It  Still  wanted  an  hour  of  daybreak  when 
the  convent  porter  bent  over  the  pallet  where 
Wulf  lay  and  shook  the  boy  into  wakefulness. 

Mother  Ursula  and  the  emperor  were  still 
talking  when  Wulf,  having  knocked  at  the 
door  of  the  little  reception-room,  answered  the 
former's  call  to  enter.  To  all  appearance, 
neither  had  taken  any  rest  since  Wulf  had  last 
seen  them,  and  so  eagerly  was  the  emperor  talk- 
ing that  neither  paid  any  heed  to  the  boy  as  he 
stood  waiting  their  pleasure. 

"  He  was  known  to  have  ridden  hither," 
Rudolf  was  saying,  "  and  to  have  brought  the 
boy.  He  was  minded  to  leave  him  with  you, 
my  lady,  against  his  going  again  to  Jerusalem  ; 
but  no  word  ever  came  from  either.  Right 
gladly  would  I  lay  down  the  crown,  that  is 
proving  overburdensome  to  my  poor  head,  to 
set  eyes  upon  the  face  of  either." 

The  emperor  paced  the  floor  sadly,  his  stern, 
homely  face  drawn  by  emotion. 

"  He  would  have  sought  out  Karl,  had  he 
known,"  Rudolf  went  on.  "  I  must  see  the 
man.     Ah,  here  is  the  boy!" 

He  turned,  seeing  the  boy,  who  advanced 
and  did  knee  service.     Rudolf  bade  him  rise. 


"So,"  the  emperor  said,  "we  arc  going  to 
use  thy  stout  legs,  boy.  Make  thou  their  best 
speed  to  thy  grandsire,  and  tell  him  that  Count 
Rudolf  rides  to  the  Swartzburg  and  would  have 
him  at  hand.     Canst  do  that  ?  " 

"  Ay,  sire." 

"  But  stay,"  said  Rudolf.  "  Haply  he  has 
grown  too  feeble  for  bearing  arms?  " 

Wulf  flushed  with  indignation  for  stalwart 
Karl. 

"  Nay,"  he  said  stoutly.  "  He  will  carry 
what  weapon  thou  wilt,  and  enter  the  castle 
close  behind  thee." 

"  Sh !  "  cried  Mother  Ursula,  shocked  at  the 
boy's  speech.  "  Thou  'rt  speaking  to  the  em- 
peror, lad ! " 

Rudolf  laughed.  "  Let  the  boy  alone,"  he 
said.  "  One  may  speak  freely  to  whom  he 
will  of  a  man  like  Karl.  Now  hasten,"  the 
emperor  said  kindly,  "  't  is  time  thou  wast  on 
the  way,  —  and  God  be  with  thee!" 

And  Wulf  went  forth. 

As  he  passed  through  the  refectory  the  porter 
handed  him  some  food,  which  he  put  into  his 
wallet,  and  filling  his  leathern  water-bottle  at 
the  fountain  in  the  convent  yard,  he  fastened 
it  to  his  belt  and  swung  out  on  his  journey. 

By  now  had  come  daw-n,  and  the  birds  were 
beginning  their  earliest  twitter  among  the  trees. 
Later,  squirrels  and  other  small  wood-creatures 
began  to  move  about,  and  to  chatter  among 
the  boughs  and  in  the  fallen  leaves.  The  for- 
est was  full  of  pleasant  sights  and  sounds,  and 
the  early  morning  breeze  brought  sweet,  woodsy 
smells  to  his  eager  nostrils. 

By  and  by  a  red  fo.v  stole  across  an  open 
with  a  plump  hare  flung  back  over  his  shoulder, 
and  Wulf  gave  challenge  for  sheer  joy  of  life 
and  of  the  morning.  Reynard  paused  long 
enough  to  give  him  a  slant  glance  out  of  one 
wise  eye,  then  trotted  on.  Long  pencils  of 
early  sunlight  began  to  write  cheery  greetings 
on  the  mossy  earth  and  on  the  tree-trunks. 
The  witchery  of  the  hour  was  upon  everything, 
and  Wulf  felt  boundlessly  happy  as  he  stepped 
along.  All  his  thoughts  were  vague  and  sweet 
— of  Elise  safe  at  the  convent,  doul)tless  still 
sleeping  ;  of  the  emperor's  gracious  kindness  ; 
of  Karl's  joy  at  the  message  he  was  bringing ; 
even  the  sorry  medley  of  half-knowledge  about 
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his  own  name  and  state  luul  no  power  to  make 
him  unhappy  that  morning. 

Not  but  that  he  longed  to  know  tlie  truth. 
He  had  never  been  ashamed  to  think  of  liim- 
self  as  Karl's  grandson ;  but  tlie  bare  idea  of 
something  other  than  that  set  his  blood  tingling, 
and  caused  such  wild  hopes  to  leap  within  him 
that  but  for  the  need  to  walk  warily,  on  this 
errand  so  fraught  with  danger,  he  could  have 
shouted  and  sung  for  joy. 

He  went  on  steadily,  stopping  but  once,  in 
the  middle  of  the  forenoon,  to  eat  a  bit  of  bread 
and  to  refill  his  water-bottle  at  a  clear,  pure 
stream  which  he  crossed. 

Traveling  thus,  bent  now  only  upon  his 
errand,  he  never  saw  the  stealthy  shadow  that, 
mile  after  mile,  kept  pace  with  him  beyond  the 
thicket,  dodging  when  he  paused,  moving  when 
he  moved,  until,  satisfied  as  to  where  he  was 
going,  the  evil  thing  hurried  back  over  the  way 
to  keep  tryst  with  a  master  as  evil,  and  to  carry 
to  Conradt  the  welcome  news  that  the  tinker 
had  gone  alone  back  to  the  forge,  where  quick 
work  might  surprise  and  catch  him. 

It  was  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  when  he 
reached  the  forge  and  found  Karl,  who  stared 
at  sight  of  him. 

"I  'd  dreamed  thou  wast  safe  away,  boy," 
he  said,  shaking  him  lovingly  by  the  broad 
shoulders.  "What  madness  is  this?  The 
baron's  men  have  been  here  for  thee,  and  thy 
life  is  worth  naught  if  they  find  thee.  Why  art 
thou  so  foolhardy,  son?  " 

"  Count  Rudolf  is  at  St.  Ursula's,  and  sends 
for  thee,"  Wulf  said,  laughing  at  his  fears. 

Karl  turned  on  the  instant,  and  seized  a  great 
sword  that  lay  on  the  anvil. 

"  Say'st  so?  And  thou  hast  seen  the  count? 
—  I  mean  the  emperor?  How  looked  he? 
What  said  he?  And  he  remembered  old  Karl? 
Ah,  his  was  ever  a  true  heart !  "  The  rough  face 
was  alight  with  loving,  excited  pride. 

"  Give  me  a  bite  to  eat,  and  we  '11  fare  back 
together,"  Wulf  said  ;  but  Karl  became  anxious 
again. 

"  Nay,"  he  said.  "  Thou  'st  escaped  the 
baron's  wolves  this  time,  but  by  now  they 
swarm  the  woods.  Moreover,  thou  art  tired 
out.  Bide  thee  in  hiding  here.  They  will 
never  dream   that   thou  art  simple  enough  to 


come  aback  to  the  forge  at  this  time.  Here 
is  thy  best  refuge  now.  Rest,  then,  and  by  to- 
morrow the  emperor's  men  will  have  harried 
them  all  back  to  the  castle  to  defend  the  place." 

To  ^Vulf  this  word  seemed  wise,  and  fain 
was  he  to  rest,  being  footsore  and  weary ;  so 
he  busied  himself  with  helping  Karl  make 
ready. 

At  last  Karl  went  to  the  cupboard  beside 
the  forge,  and  opening  it,  lifted  out  the  shin- 
ing knight's  sword. 

"  This  is  the  blade  I  have  told  ye  of,  lad," 
he  said,  —  "the  very  one;  for  I  gave  Herr 
Banf  mine  own,  tliat  had  never  seen  battle 
and  kept  this  one  for  thee." 

He  ran  his  thumb  along  the  keen  edge. 
"  Mayhap  thou  'st  no  claim  on  earth  to  it,"  he 
.said,  "  yet  no  man  hath  showed  a  better,  and 
thou  'It  give  it  play  for  the  emperor,  whose 
service  owns  it.  So  take  it,  Wulf.  But,  lad, 
lad,"  he  cried,  "  as  thou  lov'st  God  and  this 
poor  lost  land,  remember  't  was  a  brave  and  a 
true  man  first  carried  that  sword  'gainst  foe!" 

"  Ay,  ay,  Karl,  I  will  remember,"  said  Wulf, 
solemnly,  taking  the  sword  in  hand.  Karl  had 
fitted  it  with  a  plain,  strong  scabbard,  and  it 
was  ready  for  stout  and  worthy  deeds.  A  thrill 
went  through  the  boy  as  he  girt  it  to  him,  and 
silently,  within  his  own  mind,  he  vowed  that 
blade  to  knighdy  and  true  service,  and  hid  it 
high  up  behind  the  forge  till  the  time  should 
come  for  him  to  wield  it. 

Then  Karl  bade  him  good-by,  and  stepped 
forth  through  the  woods  to  do  the  emperor's 
bidding. 

Chapter  XHI. 
how  danger  came  to  wulf  at  the 

FORGE. 

Once  Karl  was  gone,  Wulf  set  to  work  to 
cook  some  food  for  himself  over  the  forge  fire, 
and  when  he  had  eaten  he  was  about  to  throw 
himself  down  upon  the  armorer's  pallet  to  seek 
the  rest  he  so  much  needed,  but  suddenly  his 
quick  ear  caught  some  slight  noise  in  the  forest. 

He  sprang  up,  and  waited  to  hear  further. 

Sure  enough ;  all  too  plainly,  through  the 
trees,  but  still  far  off,  could  be  heard  the  sound 
of  horsemen. 

Softly  closing   the    door   behind    him,  Wulf 
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sprang  to  the  great  oak,  his  tVieiid  aiul  shelter 
in  cliildhood  antl  boyhood,  now  liis  haven  in 
deadly  peril.  Easily  he  swung  himself  up, 
higher  and  higher,  until  he  was  safe  among  the 
thick  foliage  of  the  broad,  spreading  top.  So 
huge  were  the  branches,  even  here,  that  a  man 
might  stand  beneath  and  look  up  at  the  very 
one  where  Wulf  lay,  yet  never  dream  that  aught 
were  hidden  there. 

The  baron  himself  was  of  the  i)arty  who  rode 
up  around  the  smithy  just  as  Wulf  was  settled 
in  his  place.  Straight  to  the  door  he  strode, 
and  with  the  head  of  his  battle-ax  struck  it  a 
blow  that  sent  it  inward  on  its  hinges. 

One  or  two  men  bearing  torches  sprang  into 
the  house,  and  the  single  room  became  suddenly 
alight ;  but  no  one  showed  there.  Hastily  they 
searched  the  place,  while  the  baron,  from  the 
doorway,  roared  forth  his  orders,  sending  one 
man  here,  another  yonder,  to  be  at  the  thicket 
and  scour  all  the  places.  (3ne  even  came 
under  the  great  tree  and  held  up  his  torch, 
throwing  the  Hght  high  aloft,  but  seeing  naught 
of  Wulf. 

Then  the  baron  laughed  savagely. 

"  This  be  thy  chase,  nephew  Conradt,"  he 
jeered.  "  Said  I  not  he  would  never  be  here  ? 
The  armorer's  whelp  is  a  hangman's  rogue  fast 
enough,  but  no  fool  to  blunder  hither  once  he 
were  safe  away  with  the  girl."  .\nd  mounting, 
the  company  raced,  flockmeal,  away  from  the 
place,  so  that  soon  not  one  remained,  nor  any 
sound  from  them  came  back  upon  the  wind. 

Nevertheless,  Wulf  deemed  it  best  not  to  ven- 
ture down,  but  lay  along  a  great  bough  of  the 
oak-tree,  and  at  last  fell  into  a  doze  that  lasted 
until  daylight.  Even  then,  when  he  would  have 
descended,  his  quick  ears  caught  the  sound  of 
passers  at  no  great  distance  off;  so  he  kept  his 
hiding-place  hour  after  hour,  until  at  last,  when 
the  sun  shining  upon  the  tree-tops  told  him  that 
the  noon  was  close  at  hand,  all  seemed  so  still 
that  he  swung  himself  down,  stiffly,  for  he  was 
cramped  and  sore,  and  gained  the  ground. 

But  at  that  moment  again  came  the  sound  of 
approaching  men,  and  from  afl  the  openings 
about  the  clearing  appeared  horsemen  and  foot- 
soldiers,  while  from  beyond  rose  the  noise  of 
horses  and  armor,  and  of  men's  voices. 

Springing   up  aloft  to   gain  his  sword,  and 


then  to  the  door,  Wulf  stood  at  bay,  blade  in 
hand,  meaning  to  sell  his  life  dearly,  rather  than 
be  taken,  when  a  voice  that  he  knew  was  raisetl, 
and  Karl  tiie  armorer  slunited  : 

"  Nay,  lad  1  an  thou  'rt  a  loyal  German, 
give  thine  emjjeror  better  homage  than  that ! '" 
And,  through  all  his  weariness  and  daze,  Wulf 
made  out  to  come  forward  and  kneel  at  the 
emjjeror's  stirruj>. 

They  were  friends,  not  foes,  who  had  come 
this  time. 

Chaptkk  XIV. 

OF  THE  GREAT  BATTLE  THAT  WAS  FOUGHT, 
AND  OF  HOW  WULF  SAVED  THE  DAY. 

Now  were  Wulf's  anxieties  well  over;  for 
this  great  company  of  riders  and  foot-soldiers 
were  none  other  than  the  main  part  of  the  Em- 
peror Rudolf's  army,  that  had  ridden  on  that 
day  from  St.  Ursula's  wood,  and  the  emperor's 
will  was  that  to-morrow  should  see  the  attack 
begun  on  the  Swartzburg. 

They  were  still  an  hour's  march  from  the 
place  set  for  resting  that  night,  where  would 
gather  to  them  a  smaller  body  that  had  come 
by  another  way,  minded  to  meet  with  a  com- 
pany of  riders  from  the  castle,  known  to  be 
thereabout.  So,  when  he  had  spoken  kindly  to 
young  Wulf,  for  whose  sake,  indeed,  the  troop 
had  made  their  way  lie  past  the  forge,  Rudolf 
of  Hapsburg  bade  the  boy  fall  in  with  the  men, 
and  the  whole  company  again  went  forward. 

Getting  for  himself  a  good  bow  and  arrow 
from  the  smithy,  Wulf  fell  in  with  the  ranks  of 
footmen,  and  then  was  he  amazed  to  find  that 
his  right-hand  neighbor  was  Hansei,  from  the 
Swartzburg. 

Right  pleased  was  he  at  the  discoverN. 
though  well  he  wondered  what  it  might  mean, 
and  he  made  haste  to  ask  Hansei  about  the 
matter.  Then  did  he  hear  how,  two  days 
before,  a  company  of  knights  and  others  from 
the  castle,  riding  in  chase  of  Elise  and  himself, 
had  fallen  in  with  an  outriding  party  of  Ru- 
dolf's men,  and  there  had  been  fighting. 

"Ay,"  said  Wulf,  remembering,  "  and  there 
at  hand  were  we  when  that  fighting  began." 

"  Glad  am  I  that  we  knew  it  not,"  Hansei 
cried,  "  for  the  most  part  of  the  emperor's  men 
were  slain  or  taken  prisoner,  and  few  escaped  to 
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carry  word  to  the  convent.  But  with  them  ran 
I,  for  I  had  small  stomach  to  fight  'gainst  the 
lawful  rulers  of  this  land,  and  thou  a  hunted 
man  beside." 

Then  did  Hansei  ask  Wulf  of  his  faring  in  the 
woods,  whereupon  Wulf,  as  they  marched,  told 
him  all  the  story. 

So  talking,  the  two  kept  pace  with  the 
marching  company,  until,  by  nightfall,  they 
came  up  with  the  other  party,  and  camp  was 
made,  well  on  the  road  toward  the  Swartzburg. 

No  fires  were  built,  for  Rudolf  of  Hapsburg 
was  minded,  if  possible,  to  come  close  before 
the  castle  gates  ere  those  within  were  aware ; 
but  every  man  cared  for  his  own  needs  as  best 
he  might,  and  before  long  the  whole  host  was 
sleeping,  save  for  the  watchers. 

It  was  nigh  upon  daybreak  when  a  wild 
alarum  w^ent  through  the  camp.  Every  man 
sprang  to  his  feet  and  grasped  his  weapon  as 
he  ran  forward  in  the  darkness  to  learn  what 
the  matter  was.  The  cries  of  men,  the  clashing 
of  weapons  and  armor,  the  shrill  screams  of 
wounded  horses,  came  up  on  every  side,  while 
so  dark  was  it  that  for  a  litUe  time  the  empe- 
ror's soldiers  scarce  knew  friend  from  foe  as 
they  pressed  on,  half  dazed. 

Soon,  however,  they  made  shift  to  form  their 
array  in  some  sort  of  order,  and  there  in  the 
forest  began  a  mighty  battle. 

For  the  baron,  filled  with  vanity  and  wrath, 
and  made  foolhardy  by  the  easy  victory  his 
men  had  won  over  Rudolf's  soldiers  two  days 
before,  had  planned  this  night  attack,  knowing, 
tlirough  Conradt's  spies,  where  the  emperor's 
army  were  lying,  and  had  deemed  that  it 
would  be  a  light  matter  to  set  upon  that  force 
in  the  darkness,  and  destroy  it,  man  and  horse. 
Hut  Baron  Everhardt  had  believed  that  that 
smaller  body  which  the  spies  had  seen  and 
brought  him  word  of  was  the  main  army,  and 
so  the  men  of  the  Swartzburg  had  all  unthink- 
ingly walked  into  a  trap  where  they  had  been 
minded  to  set  one. 

Sharp  and  grim,  now,  the  fighting  went  on, 
sword  meeting  sword,  pike  striking  spear,  as 
knight  met  knight  or  common  soldier  alike  in 
the  confusion.  Above  all  the  din  rang  out  the 
battle-cries  of  the  two  parties,  the  Swartzburg 
men    ever    meeting    the    royal  war-cry,  "  God 


and  the  emperor !  "  with  their  own  ringing 
watchword,  "The  Swartzburg  and  hberty!" 
until  the  whole  wood  seemed  filled  with  the 
sound. 

In  the  midst  of  the  fray  went  Rudolf  of 
Hapsburg,  with  his  great  two-handed  sword, 
clearing  a  way  for  those  behind  him.  No 
armor  wore  he,  save  a  light  shirt  of  chain  mail, 
and  no  shield  save  his  helmet ;  but  beside  him 
fought  Karl  the  armorer,  with  a  huge  battle-ax, 
so  that  Wulf,  catching  gUmpse  of  him  in  the 
press  at  day-dawn,  felt  a  great  joy  fill  his  heart 
at  sight  of  that  good  soldier. 

Not  long  could  he  look,  however,  for  he  and 
Hansei  were  in  the  thick  of  it,  well  to  the  fore, 
where  Rudolf's  banner-bearer  had  his  place. 
In  the  close  quarters  there  was  no  work  for  the 
bowmen,  so  Wulf  fought  with  the  sword  that 
Karl  had  given  him  the  day  before,  and  a 
goodly  blade  he  found  it,  while  Hansei  wielded 
a  great  pike  that  he  had  wrested  from  one 
of  the  baron's  men,  and  laid  about  him  lustily 
wherever  a  foe  showed. 

So  the  hours  passed;  and  many  men  were 
slain  on  either  side,  when  it  began  to  be  felt  by 
the  emperor's  soldiers  that  the  Swartzburg 
men  were  slowly  falling  back  toward  the  defile, 
to  gain  the  castle. 

"  If  they  do  that,"  Hansei  gasped,  as  he  met 
Wulf  again,  "  a  long  and  weary  siege  will  we 
have  to  make;  for  thou  well  knowest  the  Swartz- 
burg's  strength,  and  well  hath  the  baron  made 
ready." 

Then  to  Wulf  came  a  right  war-craftly  no- 
tion, which  he  told  to  Hansei,  whereupon  the 
two  set  to  gather  to  them  some  scores  or  more 
of  the  young  men,  and  these  fell  back  toward 
the  edge  of  the  battle,  until  they  were  out  of 
the  press,  and  hastened  through  the  wood,  as 
only  Wulf  knew  how  to  lead  them. 

They  came  at  last  to  the  morass,  not  far 
from  where  he  and  Elise  had  crossed  that  night 
when  they  fled  from  the  castle. 

"  There  is  never  a  crossing  there !  "  Hansei 
cried,  aghast,  when  he  saw  the  place ;  but  Wulf 
laughed. 

"  Crossing  there  is,"  he  said  lightly,  "  so 
that  ye  all  follow  me  softly,  stepping  where  I 
step.  Mind  ye  do  that,  for  beyond  the  willows 
and    the   pool  yonder  is  cjuicksand,  and  that 
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means  death,  for   no   footing  is   there  for   any 
helper." 

Thus  warned,  the  young  men  looked  at  one 
another  uneasily ;  but  none  fell  back ;  so,  un- 
seen by  the  foe,  and  noting  well  each  step 
that  Wulf  made,  at  last 
they  won  clear  across 
that  treacherous  morass, 
and  came  safe  a-land 
again  among  the  osiers, 
well  up  the  pass  toward 
the  Swartzburg. 

More  than  an  hour 
they  waited  there,  and 
by  and  by  the  sound  of 
battle  began  swelling 
up  the  defile.  The  bar- 
on's men  were  in  re- 
treat, but  fighting  stout- 
ly as  they  fell  back, 
])ressed  close  by  the 
foe.  Already  had  the 
baron  wound  his  horn, 
loud  and  long,  and 
cheerily  was  it  an- 
swered from  the  watch- 
tower  with  a  blast 
which  told  that  the 
keepers  there  were  in 
readiness, and  that  open 
gates  and  safe  shelter 
awaited  the  retreating 
men — when  out  at  their 
backs  sprang  Wulf  and 
his  fellows,  and  fell 
upon  them,  right  and 
left. 

Then  wild  confusion 
was  on  all.  Those  at- 
tacked at  the  rear 
pressed  forward  upon 
their  comrades,  who 
knew  not  what  had 
hai)pened,  but  drove  them  back  again  to  meet 
the  swords  and  pikes  of  those  lusty  young  men, 
who  made  the  most  of  the  foes'  surprise,  and 
cut  down  many  a  seasoned  warrior  ere  he  could 
well  learn  how  he  was  beset. 

Then  the  baron  sounded  his  horn  again,  and 
out  from  the  castle  came  all  of  the  Swartzbur^c's 


reserve  to  the  rescue,  and  Wulf  and  his  little  band 
were  in  turn  beset,  and  like  to  be  destroyed, 
had  not  Rudolf  himself,  now  riding  his  great 
war-horse,  and  followed  close  by  Karl,  cut  a 
way  through  the  Swartzburg  ranks  to  their  aid. 


'  HLDDLl-     HLMSELK, 


CUT    A 


DING     HIS    GREAl     WAK-HORSE,     AND     FOLLOWED    CLOSE     BV     KAKL, 
WAY    THROUGH    THE    SWARTZBURG    RANKS." 

By  now  the  fighting  was  man  to  man,  pell- 
mell,  all  up  the  pass,  and  so  confused  was  that 
mass  of  battling  soldiery  that  friend  and  foe 
of  the  Swartzburg  pressed  together  across  the 
draw  and  in  through  the  castle  gates,  fighting 
as  fight  a  pack  of  wolves  when  one  is  down. 

TJien  above  all  the  din  sounded  Herr  Banfs 
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voice,  calling  the  men  of  the  Swart/burg  to  the 
baron;  and  there,  against  the  wall  of  the  outer 
bailey,  made  they  their  last  stand.  NN'ell  had 
Baron  l'".\erhardt  fought  among  his  men,  but 
at  last  a  well-hurleil  spear  thrown  from  one  of 
the  emperor's  soldiers  pierced  his  helm  as  he 
was  rallying  his  friends,  and  there  he  fell. 

Quickly  Herr  Banf  and  Ilerr  Werner  took 
him  up  and  bore  him  within  the  inner  baile), 
while  without  the  fighting  went  on.  But  the 
castle's  men  fought  half-lieartedly  now ;  for 
their  leader  was  gone,  and  well  knew  they  that 
they  were  battling  against  their  lawful  em])eror. 
So,  ere  long,  all  resistance  fell  away,  and  the 
emperor  and  his  men  poured,  unhindered,  into 
the  courtyard. 

The  Swartzburg  was  taken. 

Ch.apter  XV. 

HOW    THE    SHINING    KNIGHT's    TREASURE    WAS 
BROUGHT    TO    LIGHT. 

It  was  high  noon  when  the  last  of  the 
knights  of  the  Swartzburg  had  laid  down  his 
arms  at  the  feet  of  the  emperor  and  had  sworn 
fealty  to  him.  Of  the  castle's  company  Herr 
Banf  alone  was  missing;  for  he  had  ridden 
forth,  in  the  confusion  that  followed  the  en- 
trance of  Rudolf's  men,  to  make  his  way 
through  the  woods  and  thence  out  from  that 
land,  minded  rather  to  live  an  outlaw  than  to 
bend  knee  to  the  foe  of  his  well-loved  friend. 

A  wise  ruler  as  well  as  a  brave  soldier  was 
Rudolf  of  Hapsburg,  and  well  knew  he  how  to 
win,  as  well  as  to  conquer.  So,  when  all  the 
knights  had  taken  oath,  to  each  was  returned 
his  arms,  and  then  the  emperor  greeted  him  as 
friend. 

Within  the  castle  hall  the  dead  master  lay  at 
rest,  and  beside  him  watched  the  baroness,  a 
pale,  broken-spirited  lady,  whose  life  had  been 
one  long  season  of  fear  of  her  liege  lord,  and 
who  felt,  now,  as  little  sorrow  as  hope.  The 
emperor  had  already  visited  her,  to  pay  her 
respect  and  to  assure  her  of  protection,  and 
now,  with  the  two  or  three  women  of  that  stern 
and  wild  household  of  men-folk,  she  waited 
what  might  come. 

Meanwhile,  through  castle  and  stables  and 
offices  the  emperor's  appointed  searchers  went, 


taking  note  of  all  things;  but  Rudolf  of  llaps- 
i)urg  sat  in  the  courtyard,  in  sight  of  his  men, 
who  were  by  now  making  shift  to  jirepare 
themselves  a  meal  ;  for  the  greater  lunnber  had 
not  tasted  food  that  day. 

To  Wulf  the  whole  changed  scene  seemed 
like  a  dream ;  so  familiar  the  place,  yet  so 
strange — as  one  in  dreams  finds  some  well 
known  jilate  puzzling  him  by  some  iniwonted 
aspect.  He  stood  watching  the  soldiers  feed- 
ing here  and  there  about  the  bailey,  when 
there  came  two  s(|uires  from  the  keej),  leading 
between  them  a  bent  and  piteous  figure. 

It  was  a  man  who  cowed  and  blinked,  and 
sought  to  cover  his  dazzled  eyes  from  the  un- 
wonted light  of  day.  Him  the  soldiers  brought 
before  the  emperor,  and  on  the  moment  Wulf 
knew  that  face  to  be  the  one  which  he  had  seen 
at  the  barred  window  of  the  keep  on  that  day 
when  he  had  climbed  the  tower. 

''What  is  this?"  demanded  Rudolf,  as  he 
looked  the  woeful  figure  up  and  down.  Scarce 
bore  it  likeness  to  a  man,  so  unkempt  and  terri- 
ble was  its  aspect,  so  drawn  and  wan  the  face, 
wherein  no  light  of  reason  showed. 

"We  know  not,  your  Majesty,"  one  of  the 
s(juires  replied;  "but  we  found  him  in  a  cell 
high  up  in  the  keep,  chained  by  the  ankle  to  a 
stone  bench,  and  I  broke  the  fetter  with  a 
sledge." 

l>y  now  the  nobles  and  knights  of  Rudolf's 
army  were  gathered  about ;  but  none  spoke, 
for  pity.  Then  the  emperor  caused  all  the 
knights  of  the  Swartzburg  to  be  summoned,  and 
he  questioned  them  close,  but  not  one  of  them 
knew  who  the  man  might  be,  or  why  he  was  a 
])risoner  at  the  Swartzburg.  Indeed,  of  all  the 
company,  only  one  or  two  knew  that  such  a 
prisoner  had  been  held  in  the  keep.  Of  the 
two  men  who  might  have  told  his  name,  one 
lay  dead  in  the  great  hall,  and  one,  Herr  Banf, 
was  riding  from  the  Swartzburg,  an  outlaw. 

But  the  emperor  was  troubled. 

A  haunting  something  in  that  seemingly 
empty  face  drew  his  very  heartstrings,  and  made 
him  long  to  know  the  man's  name.  And  then 
suddenly  through  the  press  of  knights  and  nobles 
rushed  forth  Karl  the  armorer,  and  clasped  the 
woeful  figure  in  his  arms,  while  Karl  himself 
trembled  and  sobbed  with  wrath  and  sorrow. 
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"See,  my  lord  !"  he  cried,  bringing  the  man         So  white  now  was  the  emperor  that  his  face 

closer  before  Rudolf     "  Look  upon  this  man  I  was  like  death,  but  the  lines  of  it  were  set  in 

Knowest  thou  not  who  't  is?"  fierce  wrath,  too,  as,  little  by  little,  he  began 

The  emperor  had  grown  very  white,  and  he  to  see  that  Karl  might  be  right.     He  bent  for- 

sighed  as  he  passed  one  hand  over  his  eyes.  ward  and  laid  a  hand  on  the  man's  shoulder. 


"  Xay,"  he  said,  "  it  is  never  —  it  cannot 
be  —  " 

"Ah,  my  lord,  my  lord!"  sobbed  the  ar- 
morer, his  great  chest  heaving,  and  the  tears 
streaming  down  from  his  unashamed  eves.  "  It 
is  the  count  —  Count  Otto  himself,  thine  old 
comrade,  whom  thou  and  I  didst  love.  Look 
upon  him,  and  thou  wilt  know  him !  " 


"  Otto,  friend  Otto !  "  he  called  loudly,  that 
the  dulled  senses  might  take  in  his  words. 
"  Otto,  dost  know  me  ?  " 

Slowly  the  other  looked  up ;  a  dim  light 
seemed  to  gather  in  his  eyes. 

"  Ay,  Rudolf,"  he  whispered  hoarsely  ;  then 
the  light  went  out,  and  he  shrank  back  again. 

"  There  is  a  tale    I   would  have  told   your 
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Majesty,"  Karl  said,  recovering  himself,  "  if  the 
herald  had  not  come  just  as  he  did  on  the  night 
before  last."  And  then,  seeing  Wulf  in  the 
throng,  he  called  him  to  come  forward. 

Wondering,  the  boy  obeyed,  while,  witli  a 
hand  on  his  arm,  Karl  told  the  emperor  all 
that  he  had  been  able  to  tell  Wulf  that  day  at 
the  forge  —  of  the  battle  between  the  knights,  of 
how  he  had  thereafter  found  the  stranger  child 
in  the  osiers,  and  how  he  had  kept  the  blade 
that  Herr  Banf  had  won. 

'•  Now  know  I  of  surety,"  he  said  at  last, "  that 
that  knight  was  Count  Otto  von  Wulfstanger, 
but  who  this  boy  may  be  I  can  only  guess." 

Now  a  voice  sjjoke  from  amid  the  throng. 
Hansei,  who  had  been  edging  nearer  and 
nearer,  could  keep  silence  no  longer. 

"  He  must  be  the  '  shining  knight's  '  treasure! 
Well  I  remember  it,  your  Majesty  I  "  he  cried. 

"  What  meanest  thou  ?  "  demanded  Rudolf; 
and  there,  before  them  all,  Hansei  told  what 
the  children  had  seen  from  the  playground  on 
the  plateau  that  day,  so  many  years  agone. 

The  emperor's  face  grew  thoughtful  as  he 
looked  at  Wulf  from  under  lowered  brows, 

"Ay,"  he  said  at  last.  " 'T  is  like  to  be 
true.  Count  Otto  rode  this  way  with  his  child, 
meaning  to  leave  him  with  our  cousin  at  St. 
Ursula ;  for  his  mother  w'as  dead,  and  he  was 
off  to  the  Holy  Land.  He  must  have  missed 
the  convent  road  and  got  on  the  wrong  way. 
Thou  art  strongly  like  him  in  looks,  lad." 

His  voice  was  shaking,  but  Wulf  noted  it 
not ;  for  he  had  drawn  near  to  Karl,  who  was 
bending  over  the  wan  prisoner.  The  boy's 
heart  was  nearly  broken  with  pity. 

Was  this  his  father,  this  doleful  figure  now 
resting  against  Karl,  wholly  unable  to  support 
itself?  Gently  Wulf  pressed  the  armorer  back 
and  took  the  slight  weight  in  his  strong  young 
arms.  "  'T  is  mine  to  have  charge  of  him,  if 
ye  all  speak  truth,"  he  .said. 

Few  were  the  dry  eyes  in  that  company  as 
Wulf  clasped  the  frail  body  to  him  and  the 
weary  head  rested  against  his  breast. 

"  See  that  he  is  cared  for,"  the  emperor  said 
at  last,  and  from  the  throng  came  the  noblest 
of  those  knights  to  carry  the  count  into  the 
castle.  Wulf  would  have  gone  with  them,  but 
just  then  the  emperor  called  him  back. 
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'•  Stand  forth,"  he  said,  pointing  to  a  spot 
just  before  him,  and  Wulf  obeyed. 

'•  rin)U  hast  fought  well  today,  boy,"  Rudolf 
went  on.  "  Hut  for  thy  ready  wit,  that  led  thy 
fellows  by  a  way  to  fall  upon  the  foe  from  be- 
hind, this  castle  had  been  long  in  the  winning, 
and  our  work  by  that  much  hindered.  Thou 
hast  proved  thy  gentle  blood  by  the  knightly 
deed  thou  didst  for  tlie  young  maid,  now  our 
own  wartl,  and  sure  are  we  that  thou  art  the 
son  of  our  loved  comrade  Count  Otto  von 
Wulfstanger.     Kneel  down." 

Then,  as  Wulf  knelt,  fair  dazed  by  the  surg- 
ing of  his  own  blood  in  his  ears,  the  emperor 
laid  his  drawn  sword  across  the  youth's  bowed 
shoulders. 

"  Rise,  Herr  Wulf  von  Wulfstanger,"  he  said. 

The  young  knight,  trembling  like  any  timid 
maid,  got  to  his  feet  again,  though  how  he 
could  not  have  told. 

"  He  '11  need  thy  nursing  a  bit,  Karl,"  Ru- 
dolf of  Hapsburg  said,  an  amused  smile  play- 
ing about  his  grim  mouth  ;  and  our  Wulf  never 
knew  that  the  old  armorer  more  carried  than 
led  him  away  to  quiet  and  rest. 

Not  all  in  a  day  was  order  restored  at  the 
Swartzburg;  for  many  and  woeful  had  been 
the  deeds  of  the  high-handed  robber  who  had 
so  long  ruled  within  those  grim  walls.  They 
came  to  hght  little  by  little  under  the  search- 
ing of  the  emjjeror's  wardens ;  and  when  the 
parchments  relating  to  the  Swartzburg  pro])er- 
ties  came  to  be  examined,  it  was  found  that 
not  the  baron,  nor  Conradt,  his  heir-at-law,  had 
all  along  been  owner  of  the  castle,  but  young 
Elise  von  Hofenhoer,  whose  guardian  the 
treacherous  noble  had  been.  There  were 
other  outlying  lands,  as  well,  from  which  the 
baron  had  long  collected  the  revenues,  and  it 
was  to  keep  his  hold  on  what  he  had  so  wrong- 
fully seized  that  he  would  have  by  force  have 
married  Elise  to  Conradt,  his  wicked  nephew 
and  ready  tool. 

The  emj)eror  himself  now  became  guardian 
to  the  maiden,  who,  happy  in  the  safe  shelter 
of  St.  I'rsula,  was  to  remain  there  until  such 
time  as  a  husband  might  claim  the  right  to 
fend  for  her  and  hers,  if  need  should  come. 

And  now  our  Wulf  of  the  forge  and  the  for- 
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est  abode  in  the  hall  of  his  father,  Count  Otto 
von  Wulfstanger,  and  made  bright  that  wronged 
one's  days.  Rudolf  of  Hapsburg  had  long 
been  in  charge  of  the  estates  of  the  lost  noble- 
man, and  a  straight  accounting  made  the 
honest  soldier-emperor  to  Wulf,  as  his  heir,  of 
all  that  he  had  held  in  trust. 
With  old  Karl  for  helper  and  adviser, 
Wulf,  all  doubt  and  mystery  cleared, 
ruled  in  the  hall  of  his  fathers.    Later 
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he  brought  to  that  stately  home  his  fair  bride  from 
St.  Ursula,  given  into  his  keeping  by  the  emperor 
himself,  and  there,  the  story  tells.  Baron  Wulf  von 
Wulfstanger  and  his  lady  lived  long  a  life  of  use- 
fulness and  good  deeds,  whereby  those  hard  times 
were  made  easier  for  many,  and  the  sunshine, 
gathered  through  the  years,  made  warmth 
and  light  for  others,  as  must  always  be 
in  this  world  when  any  life  is  lived  for 
the  sake  of  usefulness  and  helpfulness. 


THE    EM). 


^^^^ 


-mMm^^^s^^:^^^^- 


\.'.iX}: 


UNCLE   SAM'S   TOYS. 


By  Will  H.  Chandlee. 


It  will  doubtless  surprise  many  St.  Nicho- 
las readers  to  learn  that  Uncle  Sam  has  one 
of  the  largest  collections  of  toys  in  the  world. 
He  keeps  them  in  the  National  Museum  at 
Washington,  where  they  may  be  seen  by 
hundreds,  nicely  arranged  and  labeled,  in  the 
exhibition  hall.  But  on  the  balcony  in  the  west 
end  of  the  big  building  is  the  real  Santa  Claus 
shop.  Like  the  spider's  parlor  in  the  nursery 
song,  the  way  to  this  wonderland  is  "up  a 
winding  stair." 

On  each  side  of  the  long  balcony  is  a  range 
of  tall  pine  cases  fitted  with  drawers  in  which 
are  stored  toys  and  games  from  all  parts  of  the 
world.  To  be  sure,  these  drawers  contain  many 
other  interesting  objects  besides,  for  it  is  in  this 
department  that  everything  relating  to  ethnol- 
ogy is  sorted  and  catalogued  for  exhibition. 
Ethnology  is  the  science  which  tells  us  of  human 
races  in  their  progress  from  savagery  to  civiliza- 
tion— how  people  in  all  parts  of  the  world  live, 
of  the  things  they  use  in  every-day  life,  and  how 
they  use  them. 

The  toys  and  games  in  Uncle  Sam's  collec- 
tion have  been  gathered,  by  his  agents,  from 
every  known  country.      Many  of  them  are  rare 


and  costly,  and  beautifully  made  ;  but  the  most 
interesting  and  unusual  are  the  product  of  un- 
civilized hands.  Some  are  gorgeously  colored 
and  decorated  with  beads  and  shells,  while 
others  are  grimy  and  pitifully  mean  ;  but  they 
have  each  brought  their  measure  of  joy  to  some 
childish  heart,  somewhere. 

Of  dolls  alone  there  are  enough  to  give  any 
little  girl  reader  a  new  one  every  day  until  she 
becomes  too  old  to  care  longer  for  them : 
ivory  babies  from  Alaska,  dressed  in  little 
coats  of  deer  fur  to  protect  them  from  an 
Arctic  winter;  South  Sea  Island  puppets  with 
scarcely  anv  clothes  at  all ;  Indian  papooses 
decked  with  beads  and  buckskin  ;  pink-cheeked 
waxen  beauties  from  Paris ;  almond-eyed  Japa- 
nese in  red  kimonos  ;  black  wooden  images  from 
the  Kongo ;  and  various  other  dolls  fashioned 
from  clothes-pins,  pine  cones,  and  corn-husks : 

Some  in  rags, 

Some  in  jags, 

And  some  in  velvet  gowns. 

Uncle  Sam  is  especially  rich  in  Alaskan  dolls. 
Some  of  them  are  of  ivory,  no  bigger  than  your 
thumb  ;  but  the  clothing  is  made  with  the  great- 
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est  care  from  the  softest  sealskin,  trimineil  w  iih 
beads  and  edged  with  white  hair  from  the  leg 
of  the  deer.  Others  are  two  or  three  feet  in 
height,  and  are  carved  from  wood,  and  e(|ually 
well  dresseil,  even  to  their  mittens,  skin  caps 
witii  ear-flaps,  and  tlieir  perfettlv  correct  snow- 
shoes,  'i'hen  there  are  the  dolls  of  the  Zuhi 
and  the  Mo(|ui  Indians  of  Arizona  and  New 
Mexico.  These  are  a  brilliant  and  cheerful 
gathering,  and  occupy  a  drawer  all  to  them- 
selves. Some  are  made  of  wood 
and  others  of  baked  clav,  and 
all  are  painted  in  gaudv  colors. 
Some  among  them  have  real 
hair,  done 
uji  in  fininy 
little  knots 
above  their 
ears,  or  in 
braids  with 
feathers  and 
red  flannel. 
I  show  you 
a  picture  of 
one  of  them  ; 
he  represents  a  fire- 
dancer.  His  body 
is  painted  black  and 
is  spangled  all  over 
with  glistening  tin- 
sel, which  makes 
him  appear  as  if 
he  were  covered 
with  sparks. 

Many  of  the  more 

1  ..T      1      ^  MOQUI     INDIAN     FIRE-DANCER    DOI.L. 

beautiful  toys  were 

made  by  the  Eskimos.  During  the  long  Arctic 
nights  these  wonderful  little  people  carve,  from 
the  tusks  of  the  walrus,  figures  of  every  con- 
ceivable shape  and  design.     Often   entire  vil- 


lages are  made,  the  huts,  bidarkees  (or  canoes), 
and  dog-sledges  being  in  perfect  miniature. 
riir  long  sledge 
shown  in  the 
picture  is  from 
Labrador.  It  is 
a  fine  specimen 
of  native 
workman- 
ship. The 
(logs  are  ^ 
cut  out  f)t 
fine-grained 
white  wood, 
and  are  most 
natural  in  their 
attitudes.  The 
toy-ruakers  of 
Nuremberg  or 
of  Switzerland  coul 
not  have  done  more 
skilful  work.  I'he 
art  of  these  Arctic 
folk     is    the     more 

1         r     1         1  LAUKADOK    Liul.L    i.S    WINTEK    DRESS. 

wonderrul  wlien  one 

considers  the  very  primitive  tools  which  they 
have  to  use.  The  knife  with  which  they  carve 
the  dainty  little  figures  is  seldom  more  than 
a  bit  of  steel  barrel-hoop,  ground  down  to  an 
edge,  and  lashed  with  thongs  of  walrus-hide  to 
a  handle  of  bone  or  drift-wood. 

The  toys  of  the  Zuiii  Indians  are  modeled  in 
clay  and  baked  to  prevent  them  from  crum- 
bling. Cows,  goats,  and  frogs,  streaked  and 
spotted  with  paint,  hold  the  first  place  in  this 
collection,  but  there  are  also  clay  whistles  and 
bird-warblers,  the  latter  quite  like  the  tin  ones 
seen  in  our  shop-windows.  The  bird  is  made 
to  sing  by  filling  its  hollow  body  with  water  and 
blowing  through  a  tube  inserted   in  its  back. 
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There  are  also  clay  rattles  of  various  shapes 
and  sizes  in  the  Zuni  exhibit,  and  wooden  birds 
that    flap   their    jointed    wings    like    those    we 
hang   upon    our 
Christmas  tree. 

Inthecol- 
lection  of 
games  there 
are  a  great 
many  ob- 
jects inter- 
esting either 
for  the  odd- 
ity of  their 
shape,  curi- 
ous opera- 
tion, or  beauty  of  workmanship.  One  novel 
game  consists  of  four  pieces  of  bone  attached 


ZCNI     RATTLE     AND     FLAPPING     BIRD 


by  a  bead  string  to  a  long  steel  bodkin.  The 
bodkin  is  held  in  one  hand  and  the  bones 
tossed  up  into  the  air.  A  skilful  player  may 
succeed  in  catching  one  or 
more  of  the  bones  upon  the 
steel  point,  and  .scores 
accordingly.  This 
^^^^  game  is  a  favor- 

S^BE'  '~'^^.    ■  -v        Cheyenne 

*■  Indians, 
and  is  not 
unlike  our 
own  game 
of  "  cup- 
and-ball." 

A  card  game  from  Persia,  valued  at  many 
hundreds   of   dollars,   has   its   board   inlaid    in 
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solid  gold  ;  and  a  set  of  rhessnieii  from  India 
are  of  l)eautifully  carved  ivory,  each  "  man  " 
being  at  least  fonr  inches  in  height. 

Another  curious  game,  from  which  our  "  jai  k 
straws  "  is  probably  descended,  consists  of  a 
bundle  of  arrows  of  carved  ivory  or  wood.  it 
was  an  ancient  custom  to  toss  these  arrows  into 
the  air,  and  after  they  fell  to  the  ground  they  were 
drawn  out  bv  the  men  grouped  around  tlu-m. 
In  this  manner,  and  according  to  the  numl)ers 
and  symbols  upon  the  arrow,  captains  were  ap- 

pniiiU'd    in    tlu' 
armv   and    vari- 
ous duties  were 
assigned  the  sol 
diers. 

The  so-called 
"bull-roarer," 
one  of  the  oldest 
of  tovs,  has  an 
interesting  his- 
tory. It  is  no- 
thing more  tljan 
a  bit  of  wood 
attached  to  a 
string,  which,  on 
being  whirled 
around  rapidly, 
j-.  ^g-  .^^^' produces  a  loud, 

^^1^  rumbling  sound. 

The  ancient  Egyptians  believed  that 
the  rumbling  of  the  "  bull-roarer " 
would  be  answered  by  the  rumbling 
of  thunder ;  consequently  during  a 
drought  the  men  would  sally  forth, 
"bull-roarers"  in  hand,  to  invoke 
the  rain-god  to  send  them  water 
from  the  .skies.  This  curious  toy  is 
still  used  by  some  savage  tribes, 
who  believe  its  roaring  noise  will  frighten  away 
evil  spirits  that  may  be  lurking  near. 

Tops  and  teetotums  abound  in  the  west  bal- 
cony of  the  National  Museum.  They  differ 
but  little  the  world  over.  Uncle  Sam  has 
scores  of  them  from  Alaska,  India,  the  Kongo, 
China,  and  some  from  the  Zufii  Indians.  They 
are  of  various  shapes  and  colors,  some  long  and 
slender,  others  short  and  thick,  with  "  l»egs  " 
of  ivory,  stone,  horn,  lione,  or  metal.  Tliose 
of   the  Zuhi   are   painted   in  gaudy   stripes    or 


l;^■    Tin;    ijhawkkfll. 


rings    of  white,  red,  green,  and   black.     The 
large    top  shown  in   the   draw-ing  is  spun   by 


.\     BA.MBOO    FOOTBALL     FROM     SIA.M. 

pulling    a    thong    or    cord    made    of   rawhide 
throuu'h  a  hole  in  the  side  of  its  socket.      One 
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Stone  incased  in  buckskin.  The  large  foot- 
ball in  the  picture  is  of  Siamese  manufac- 
ture ;  it  is  made  of  woven  bamboo,  is  very 
springy,  and  is  indestructible. 

Dice,  dominoes,  parcheesi,  and  checkers 
have  not  been  forgotten  by  Uncle  Sam  in  his 
collection  of  games.  He  has  a  generous 
supply  of  them  on  hand.  Some  counters  are 
mere  bits  of  bone,  roughly  whittled  wood,  or 
painted  shells,  while  others  are  of  elabo- 
rately carved  and  polished  ivory. 

The  mounted  soldier,  dressed  in  the  cos- 
tume of  a  warrior  of  the  Spanish  invasion,  is 
from  Mexico.  His  armor  is  made  of  bits  of 
leather  and  is  covered  with  strips  of  tin-foil 
to  represent  steel,  as  are  also  his  feather-be- 
decked helmet  and  the  point  of  the  spear 
which  he   carries   in   his  hand. 

The  thought  that  comes  to  one  when  view- 


can  find  its  elegantly 
finished  descendants 
in  any  toy-window, 
it  mav  be,  with  the 
word  "  Patented  " 
marked  upon  them. 
Another  exhibit  of 
especial  interest  to 
boys  is  a  collection 
of  balls — baseballs, 
handballs,  and  foot- 
balls. One  among 
them  is  a  nicely 
rounded  bit  of  solid 
rubber.  Others  are 
built  up  of  tightly 
wrapped  deer-hide ; 
these  are  used  by  the 
Indian  boys.  There 
are  others  still  of 
wood  ;  and  one  ball 
in  particular,  which 
it  would  not  be  ad- 
visable for  any  boy 
to  attempt  to  "  take 
off  the  bat,"  even 
with  an  extra  heavy 
pair  of  catcher's 
gloves,    is    made    of 


I901.] 


L'XCI.K    SAM  S    TOYS. 


DO 


A     S1KAN(,K    UIKl)    O.N     Wll  K  i;L>,     KKOM     INIHA. 

ing  the  toys  and  games  of  savage  and  semi-civ- 
ilized races  is  the  similarity  that  exists  between 
them  anil  those  of  onr  own  race.      "  See  how 
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these  poor  people  have  tried  to  copy  our  play- 
things," one  is  tempted  to  say ;  but  here  we 
are  mistaken,  for  our   toys  and 
games,  as  well  as  many  of  the  arti-        "^^'^ 
cles  we  use  every  day,  are  nothing 
more   than   improvements   upon 


the  crude  forms 
and  designs 
handed  down 
to  us  by  these 
savages,  for  as 
men  become 
more  civilized, 
so  the  work  of 
the  hand  and 
the  brain  ad- 
vances —  ever 
going  on  to- 
ward the  stage  I 
of  perfection. 
.  When  next 
you  are  visiting 
Washington, 
do  not  fail  to 
visit  the  Na- 
tional Muse- 
um, where  the 
guardian  of  the  treasure  in  the  west  balcony  will 
show  you  more  dolls  and  balls, 
fi  tops,    teetotums,     and     wonder- 

/yl^jl       things  than  one  could  dream  of 
'E.-J^iL        '"  ^  y^^r  <^f  Christmas  Eves. 
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A   ST.    GEORGE    OF   TO-DAY. 


By  Bertha  E.  Bush. 


"I  'd  like  to  be  a    hero,"  said   Donald,  my 

boy,  to  me, 
"  Like  St.  George  who  killed  the  dragon  and 

set  the  princess  free. 
I  'd  like    to  ride  on  a  prancing  steed  and 

carry  a  long  bright  lance. 
And  kill  a  terrible   monster.     But  a  fellow 

has  no  chance  I 
The    dragons    all    are    dead    now,  and    the 

dangers  are  so  small  — 
A    boy  who  lives    in    these    times  can't   do 

brave  deeds  at  all." 

Ah,  Donald,  the  tales  of  our   own   day  are 

better  than  legends  to  me : 
I   know  of  a   boy  in   this   city  as   brave  as 

St.  George  could  be. 
He  does  not  ride  on  a  prancing  steed,  he 

is  not  armor-clad; 
He   's    freckled,  and    rides    a    bicycle — an 

every-day  kind  of  a  lad. 
But    he    dashed    across    this  very  street  in 

the  face  of  death,  one  day, 
And   saved   the   life  of  a   little   child  —  and 

(juietly   went  his  way. 

'T  was  ten  o'clock,  when  our  street,  you 
know,  is  dull  —  when,  as  a  rule, 

The  fathers  and  mothers  are  busy,  the  chil- 
dren are  at  school. 

The  only  passers-by  I  saw,  as  I  stejjped  to 
the  window  there. 

Were  a  nursemaid  taking  a  baby  out  to 
breathe  the  pleasant  air. 

And  one  little  hapi)y  toddler  with  eager, 
dancing  feet, 

Who  had  slipped  away  from  her  nurse's 
care  and  wandered  into  the  street. 


Glad  with  the  joy  of  the  morning,  she  stood 

on  the  crossing  there. 
With  her  shining  eyes  and  tripping  feet  and 

flying  flossy  hair, 
Half  baby  elf,  half  cherub,  and  wholly  filled 

with  glee, 
In   the  bright  September  sunshine,  careless 

and  blithe  and  free, 
Clapping  her  hands  in  pure  delight  at  the 

sight  that  met  her  eye  — 
A   sight  that   froze  my  heart  with  fear,  yet 

I  could  not  make  a  cry. 

For  just  beyond  her  came  the  sound  of  a 
startling,  clashing  gong. 

A  fire-engine  dashed  down  the  street,  the 
horses  fierce  and  strong 

Running,  racing  at  furious  pace  that  none 
could  check  or  stay  — 

And  the  baby  girl,  unknowing,  was  stand- 
ing right  in  the  way  ! 

The  driver  strained  at  the  bits  full  strength, 
but  he  saw  the  child  too  late; 

He  could  not  —  could  not  —  swerve  his 
steeds  to  save  her  from  her  fate  ! 

Would  God  not  send  his  angel  ?     To  save 

her  there  was  none. 
He    did ;     he    sent    an    angel,  but    a    very 

human  one. 
A  boy  came  scorching  down  the  street  with 

cap  pulled  over  his  eyes : 
'T  was  a  race  between  boy  and  horses;  and 

straight  to  the  goal  he  flies ! 
He  snatched  the  child  from  just  before  the 

terrible  trampling  feet, 
And   fell  —  but,  falling,  whirled    her  to   the 

corner  of  the  street. 
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Till  the  nurse  came  u]),  all  trembling,  as 
well  she  might  that  day; 

Then,  trundling  his  broken  bicycle,  he  turned 
and  limped  away. 

It    was    not    told    in    the   papers ;    reporters 
were  not  there ; 
And   the   frightened  nursemaid's  only  thought 
The  engine  clattered  on  its  way,  and  now,  the         ^^.^^  of  her  "  dreadful  scare." 

danger  by,  g^  nobody  knows  his  name,  my  boy,  and  the 

Like  any  frightened  baby,  the  child  began  to  cry.         ^^^     rewards  he  got 
She  had  not  feared  the  peril,  but  she  feared    ^y^^g  ^  badly   broken   bicycle    and    manv    an 

her  rescuer,  ^^^-^^  ^p^t 

Antl,  m  awkward   boyish   fashion,  he  tried  to     p^,^  j  ^^^^^.  gf_  George  of  Dragon  fame  could 
comfort  her—  not  be  braver 

than  he  — 
That       freckled 
boy   with    the 
bicycle  is  hero 
enough       for 


LITTLE     MISS     HOPEFUL 

BY     MARY     M.  PARKS. 


Thk    ^\'av.s  and    Means    Committee  was  in  "Why,  Joe  Wilson,"  said  Becca,  "they  do, 

sessicMi   on   the   shed    roof.       Proj)erly    mama  too!      There  was  old  Mrs.  Graham's  son,  that 

should  have  been  chairman  of  this  committee;  had  to  wash  for  a  living,  —  I  mean  she  had  to 

but  a  chairman  who  has  l)een  ill,  and  is  very  wash  for  a  living,  — and  he  went  to  the  Klondike 

weak  and  totally  discouraged,  is  likely  to  be  a  and  came  back  rich  ;  and  now  she  has  a  lovely 

damper  on  proceedings.     "  Litde  Miss  Hope-  house,  and  everything." 
ful  "  made  an  excellent  chairman.  "Pshaw!      Why,  Uncle  Jim  might  not  an- 

"  I  wrote  Uncle  Jim,"  she  said.  swer,  anyway,"  said  Joe.     "  He  has  n't   seen 

"  Much  good  that  '11  do!  "said  Fred.    "  Did  n't  mama  for  years,  and  he  never  saw  us—" 
mama  write  him,  and  did  n't  the  letter  come         "Joe,  for  shame  on  you!"  snapped  Becca, 

hustling  back  from  the  Dead-letter  Office?  "  her  eyes  flashing.      "You  know  he  'd  come  on 

"  I   wrote   to   the   old   home   place   in   New  the  next  train.     AVould  n't  you?  " 
Hampshire."  "Yes,    I   would,"   said    Joe.    "but — "     He 

"Well,  you  are  a  genius!"  cried  Joe,  with  did  n't  finish  the  sentence.      He  had  long  ago 

a  burst  of  laughter.      "Why,  I'ncle  Jim  hasn't  learned  that  it  is  useless  to  argue  with  a  girl. 

been  there  in  years."  What   can    a    fellow  do  with   a  creature    that 

"  That  's  whv  I  wrote,"  retorted   Little  ]\Iiss  flies  at  him  like  a  whirlwind,  taking  his  breath 

Hopeful,  whose  really  true  name  was  Becca.  away,  and  does  n't  leave  him  a  leg  to  stand 

"  Don't  you  know  how  it  is  in  stories?      No  on,  when   all   the   time  he   knows  he  is  right? 

matter    how    far    they    wander,    they    always  A  dignified  silence  is  the  only  resource, 
come   back   at   last   to  —  to   weep    over    the —  "Anyway,  we  don't  know  that  he  '11  get  it 

the  tombs  of  their  ancestors;    and  usually  at  this  Christmas,"  Fred  remarked.    "How  much 

Christmas-time.       And    every    year,    as    long  money  is  left  now?  " 
as    I    live,  I   'm    going  to  write  to  Uncle  Jim. 
Then,"     she     continued,     her     eyes     growing 
larger    and   darker,    "some    day   he    '11    come 
back  and    find   his   folks  all   gone,   and   he   '11 

wander  about,  feeling  very  sad;  and  he  '11  pass  to  Arkansas,"  said  Fred. 

the   little   old    j)ost-office ;    and    the   t)ld   post-         "  No,"   Becca  agreed ;    "  but  mama  did  n't 

master  will  see  him  and  say,  '  Are  n't  you  Jim  know.      It  's  a  warm  climate,  and  we  have  no 

Lawrence?      Here  's  a  letter  for  you.'     Then  rent   to  pay,  and  she  thought  we  could  raise 

he   '11   open   it   and — "  things;    and  so  we  can  if  we  live  till  spring. 

"You   little  goose!"  gasped   Joe.      "Don't  If  we  only  had  a  little  more  money!"  and  as 

vou  know  that  in  real  life  things  never  happen  she  concluded  she  bounced  up  and  stamped  on 

as  the  authors  say  they  do  in  story-books?  "  the  shingles  with  wrathful  impatience. 
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"  Five  dollars  and  twenty-three  cents  and  a 
postage-stamp,"  replied  Becca.  "  I  counted  it 
yesterday." 

"  We  ought  not  to  have  come  way  out  here 
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"  Calm    yourself  or   you  '11    i;o   through   this  who  prcfL-rs  a  nu-al  of  roast  turkey  to  a  hicyc-le 

old   roof,   sis,"   said    Fred.       "  1    woniler   how  has  been  pretty  well  starved, 

papa  hapj)ened   to  get  hold   of  this  jilace?  "  "Cornel"    she    tried    hastily,    springing    to 

"In    trade    some    wav,    mama    said,    and    it  her   ferl.      "  I.et    's  go   look   at   the  cabin." 

was  all  the  creditors  left    u>.      1  suppose  they  .\s  they   ran    down    the   road,   they   stopped 

thought  a  little  farm   away  down   in   Arkansas  short    with   exclamations   of   di.smav.       A    thin 

was   not   worth   taking.      They  hail  never  seen  blue   streak   was   rising   from   the  trees  around 

it.      I  (.lo  think  it  is  the  loveliest  sjjot  on  earth."  the  cabin.     "  Oh,  dear!  "  said   JJecca.     "Some 

said  15ecc-a,  looking  about  with  dream_\  delight,  one  must  have  moved  in  I" 

If    only   one   could    live   on   beauty!       The  As  they  drew  a  little  nearer  thev  saw  a  cov- 

wee,  whitewashed  shanty  was  not  comfortable,  ered  wagon  with  two  lean  horses  tied  behind  it 

but  it  was  exceedingly  pictmesciue  as  it  clung  l)y  the    cabin    door;    and    on   the  bank  of   the 

like  a  swallow's  nest  to  the  sleep,  woodsy  slope,  creek   sal   three    chiliheii,  sunning    themselves. 

Below,   Kimball's    Creek,  crystal    clear,  swept  "  lla\e  you  moved  into  the  cabin?"  Becca 

singing  around  the  hill.     P)eyond  the  creek  was  asked  i)leasantly. 

a  level  stretch   of   magnificent   timber  with   a  The  oldest  child  nodded.    "( )ur  folks  thought 

tangled  imdergrowth  of  vines  and  shrubs.      It  we  'd  stop  ihar  a  sj)ell,"  she  said, 

was  lovely  even  in  winter.  "  I    suppose    you   will    be    there    until    after 

"  If  we  can  only  manage  till  spring,"  said  Joe.  Christmas,"  said    Becca. 

Then  the  black  fear  that  they  had  been  reso-  "  I  dunno,"  saitl  the  girl. 
lately  keeping  down  lifted  its  ugly  head.      It  Becca  saw  that  the  children's  feet  were  bare, 
was  a   fear  too  awful  to  speak  of — too  awful  "  Does  your  mother  allow-  you  to  go  bare- 
even  to  think  of.      l.illle  Miss  Hopeful  pushetl  fool  in  the  winter?"  she  asked  severely, 
it  bravely  away.  "  Ha'n't  got  any  shoes,"  replied  the  child. 

■■  About  Christmas,"  she  said.  Becca    turned    away    in    dire    dismay,    and 

"  No  use  to  talk  about  that,"  groaned  Joe.  slowly  and  silently  the  three  walked  back 
"  Of  course  we  can't  have  a  dinner,  or  pres-  up  the  road.  Each  one  knew  the  painful 
ents.  I  told  mama  we  did  n'l  expect  any-  thought  that  was  troubling  the  others.  \Vas 
thing,  but  she  only  cried  the  more;  and  of  the  day  coming  when  they  also  must  go  bare- 
course  we  can't  decorate  the  house :  she  foot  for  the  lack  of  shoes? 
could   n't   bear  to   see  it."  Then    Becca's   active,    generous   little   mind 

"But   I    've  a  plan,"  continued   Little   Mis.^  flew  off  on  another  tack. 

Hopeful,     her     eves     beginning     to     sparkle.  "  1  'd  be  willing  to  give  her  Kmmeline,  but 

"  We    '11    go    to    the   empty   cabin   acro.ss   the  I  could  n't  give  up  Alice,"  she  said. 

creek,   and    decorate   both    rooms   with    cedar  "  Pshaw!   why,  you  need  n't  to,"  said  (juick- 

and    mistletoe,    and    have    a    Christmas    tree,  wilted  Joe.      "  She  'd  be  hap])y  as  they  make 

I  've  a  lot  of  colored  paper  and  candles  left  'em,  with  Emmelinc.     And  1  '11  gi\e  tlie  biggest 

from  last  Christmas.      And  we  '11  have  an  old  boy  my  musical  top." 

English  Christmas,  like  the  one  told  about  in  "  I  '11  give  my  toy  soldiers  to  the  littlest  kid," 

the  'Sketch  Book.'     We  '11  act  it  all  out."  said  Fred.      "  1  'm  getting  too  big  to  play  with 

"Yes,   that   '11    be   great!"   Joe    exclaimed,  "em.  and  il  'II  be  a  good  way  to  break  off." 

"There  are  loads  of  mistletoe  up  the  creek."  "  If  we  had  any  extra  shoes  we  could  give 

"  I   thought   I   .should   get  the  money  for  a  em  some,  but  these  are  all  I  have,"  said  Becca, 

bicycle  this  year,"  said  Fred,  rather  dismally  ;  i)ausing  and  regarding  them  gloomily, 

"but   I   'd   rather  have  all   the  roast  turkey   I  "Nonsense!"  said  Joe,  cheerilv.      "If  you 

could  eat  than  forty  bicycles."  gave  'em  their  choice  they  'd  take  the  toys." 

Becca's    face    twitched.       She   was   hungry,  "Yes,  ihey  would!"  said    Freil.      "We  can 

too.     She  could  bear  that ;  but  nothing  wrings  give  'em  a  Christmas  they  '11  remember  as  long 

a  woman's  heart,  even  a  very  little  woman's,  as  they  live.     That  little  kid's  eyes  '11  pop  clear 

like  the  thought  of  a  hungrv  bov ;  and  a  bov  out  of  his  head  when  he  sees  those  soldiers!" 
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littlp:  miss  hopeful. 


[Dec. 


Little  Miss  Hopeful's  face  took  lire  again. 
"Oh,  oh!"  she  cried,  hopping  up  and  down 
like  a  very  active  cricket.  "  We  Ml  go  there 
Christmas,  and  decorate  the  east  room,  and 
have  the  Christmas  tree, 
and  give  'em  the  things. 
Oh,  what  fun! " 

The  next  morning  the 
children  went  to  call  on 
their  new  neighbors.  A 
sad-faced  but  kintlly 
woman  met  the  children 
at  the  door. 

"  Howdy!  Howdy! 
Come  right  in  and  set 
down,"  she  said  hos- 
pitably. 

A  tall,  thin,  pale-faced 
man  sat  humped  over 
the  fire,  coughing  now 
iind  then.  Poor  Becca 
winced  as  she  looked 
at  him,  for  she  saw  on 
his  face  the  same  look 
of  illness  and  despair 
that  darkened  her  own 
mother's. 

"  Was  it  you-'uns  that 
was  talkin'  to  my  chillen 
down  at  the  branch  yes- 
terday? Wall,  sissy,  I  'm 
'shamed  that  we  cain't 
•do  better  by  our  chillen," 
said  the  woman,  her  thin 
face  flushing.  "  But 
'pears  like  we  've  hed 
the  wust  luck.  Craps 
a-failin'  an'  critters  a- 
dyin',  an'  pa  's  ben  sick, 
an'  so  much  of  the  time 
we  've  ben  on  the  road. 
Our   chillen   hain't   hed  the 

no  kind  o'  raisin',  an'  that  's  a  fact.     'Pears  like 
we  done  fergot  it  all,  we  've  been  so  poor." 

There  was  a  slight  pause  in  the  conversa- 
tion, and  Becca  seized  the  opportunity. 

"  We  wanted  to  ask  you  if  we  might  deco- 
rate the  east  room  to-morrow  and  have  a 
Christmas  tree  there,  and  we  would  like  so 
much  to  have  your  children  help  us  with  it." 


"  Law  ble.ss  you,  honey,  come  right  along 
an'  make  yourselves  to  home!"  said  the  good 
soul.      "  My  chillen  '11  be  proud  to  help  you." 

Christmas    morning    Becca    and    the    boys 
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were  up  before  the  sun,  and  had  their  scanty 
breakfast  over  in  a  twinkling. 

The  father  of  the  family  met  them  at  the 
cabin  door,  and  if  they  had  seen  him  any- 
where else  they  would  not  have  known  him, 
U)v  the  doleful  look  was  lost  in  one  wide  grin. 
"  Look-a  here,  sissy,"  he  said,  dragging  some- 
thing forward.     It  was  a  huge  wild  turkey! 
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"  Oh,  where  did  you  get  it?  "  gasped  Becca, 
while  the  boys  whistled  an  accompaniment. 

"  Shot  'im  this  mornin'  afore  sun-up  ;  an'  I 
would  n't  'low  mam  ter  tech  a  feather  of  'im 
till  you-'uns  hed  seen  'im,"  he  said  proudly. 

"  You-'uns  goin'  to  have  a  tu'key  dinner?  " 
asked  the  mother,  as  they  entered  the  room. 

"  No  'm,"  said  Becca. 

"  Reckon  you-all's  folks  would  come  ovah 
an'  eat  tu'key  with  us?  "  she  inquired  timidly. 

"There  's  only  mama,"  said  Becca;  "but 
we  never  could  get  her  to  come.  She  's  been 
ill,  and  she  's  very  weak  and  nervous.  We 
can't  leave  her  long,  but  she  likes  to  have  us 
go  sometimes,  for  noise  worries  her  and  she 
knows  we  can't  keep  still  always." 

"  Pore  soul!  But  ef  I  'd  hev  early  dinner, 
could  n't  you-'uns  eat  with  us  an'  then  take' 
some  home  to  your  mother?  " 

"  I  think  we  could,  thank  you,"  said  Becca, 
looking  at  the  boys'  glistening  eyes. 

"  Pa,  give  me  thet  tu'key  this  minute.  Might 
hev  hed  it  a-cookin'  an  hour  ago  but  fer  your 
foolishness!  "  said  the  woman,  jokingly. 

In  an  incredibly  short  time  the  bird  was 
browning  beautifully,  and  the  east  room  was 
a  bower  of  green.  Becca  decorated  the  tree. 
Then  she  lighted  the  candles,  closed  the  outer 
door,  darkened  the  window,  and  called  in  the 
company.  The  room  and  tree,  lighted  by  the 
candles  and  the  firelight,  were  really  beautiful. 
Becca  and  her  brothers  recited  some  Christmas 
poems  and  sang  a  song  or  two,  and  then  the 
presents  were  distributed.  The  wonder  and 
delight  of  the  children  over  their  little  gifts 
was  pathetic. 

"  Pore  leetle  child!  "  said  the  mother,  looking 
at  her  small  daughter  with  moist  eyes.  "  She 
nevah  had  a  doll  afore,  'cept  a  rag  one.  I 
wish  't  I  had  somepin  fer  you-'uns,  sissy." 

"  Oh,  we  've  had  lots  of  Christmases,"  said 
Little  Miss  Hopeful.  "  And  think  of  the  tur- 
key!" 

The  turkey,  indeed!  What  if  there  was  not 
much  else  to  eat?  It  was  a  king  of  turkeys ; 
and  the  head  of  the  family  cracked  jokes  and 
told  thrilling  Indian  tales  until  they  could  hardly 
eat  for  listening,  hungry  as  they  were. 

"  We  've  had  a  perfectly  lovely  time,  and 
we  've  enjoyed  it  all  so  much  ;   but  we  must 
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hurry  back  to  mama,"  said  Becca,  as  they 
rose  from  the  table. 

"  That  's  right,  honey,"  said  the  woman. 
"An'  here  's  a  nice  bit  of  tu'key  I  saved  out 
for  her.  I  'm  'fraid  we  '11  nevah  see  you-'uns 
any  moah,  honey.  We  're  all  goin'  back  to  ol' 
Kaintuck  to-morrow,"  she  continued,  her  face 
tremulous  with  delight.  "  After  you-'uns  was 
here  yesterday,  we  thought  of  how  gran'pa 
would  be  glad  ter  see  us,  an'  that  we  wa'n't 
doin'  right  by  the  chillen.  So  we  air  goin' 
back  to  gran'pa's.  He  's  got  a  big  stock-farm, 
an'  he  's  gittin'  ol',  an'  he  '11  be  proud  to  have 
us  come  back  an'  look  after  things." 

"  Oh,  I  'm  so  glad! "  said  Becca. 

"  An'  we  '11  nevah  fergit  this  Christmas,  sissy. 
We  '11  give  the  chillen  some  schoolin',  an'  keep 
Christmas  every  year." 

"It  's  the  strangest  thing — "  said  Becca, 
proudly  flourishing  her  turkey-tail  fan,  as  they 
trudged  homeward  (for  their  new  friends  had 
bestowed  upon  them  the  turkey  tail  and  wings), 
"  I  did  n't  think  we  would  have  a  good  time 
at  all  this  Christmas,  and  it  's  one  of  the  jolliest 
we  ever  had.  I  do  hope  mama  is  all  right. 
It  seems  like  such  a  very  long  time  since  we 
left  her." 

She  ran  lightly  up  the  shaky  steps  and 
threw  open  the  door ;  then  she  stopped  with  a 
shock  that  she  never  forgot :  for  there  sat  a 
man  who  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an 
enlarged  copy  of  her  brother  Joe.  With  a 
squeak  of  alarm,  she  turned  and  clutched  her 
brother  to  make  sure  that  he  was  really  there 
in  the  flesh  and  unchanged.  Then  she  had 
another  start ;  for  on  the  other  side  of  the 
fire  sat  their  mama,  no  longer  wan  and  weep- 
ing, but  sweet  and  smiling,  pink-cheeked  and 
shining-eyed. 

"  Children,"  she  said,  "  this  is  your  Uncle 
Jim." 

Whereupon,  for  the  first  time  in  her  life, 
little  Miss  Hopeful  forgot  her  manners.  She 
whirled  squarely  about  with  her  back  to  her 
uncle,  and  faced  her  brothers  with  an  exulting 
smile  on  her  pert  little  face. 

"  Aha!  "  she  chirped,  "  what  did  I  tell  you?  " 

The  next  minute  she  was  crying  comfortably 
in  Uncle  Jim's  arms,  while  Fred  and  Joe  were 
dancing  a  hornpipe  that  shook  the  little  house. 


BOOKS    AND    READING. 


READING  ABOUT       Whkn  holiday  times  are 
HOLIDAYS.  approaching,  it  is  well  to 

prepare  for  them  by  making  yourself  acquainted 
with  the  reasons  for  the  keeping  of  the  various 
days.  About  Christmas  you  need  no  informa- 
tion of  that  kind,  but  instead  you  will  be  inter- 
ested in  learning  in  how  many  ways  the  day  is 
kept  in  various  lands  and  by  different  races. 
The  Germans,  the  French,  the  Italians,  the 
Spaniards,  the  Greeks  —  each  have  customs 
peculiar  to  themselves  and  very  well  worth 
knowing  about.  Few  children  of  to-day  would 
like  to  give  up  Santa  Claus  and  the  Christmas 
tree,  but  we  Americans  and  English  borrowed 
both  from  Germany.  Perhai)s  in  the  many 
books  about  hohdays  may  be  found  other 
plants  as  well  worth  cultivating  as  the  Christ- 
mas tree,  or  men  who  will  make  as  welcome 
visitors  as  Santa  Claus  himself. 

CHRISTMAS  Far  down  in  the  toe  of 

MONEY.  o^Q  stocking  there  may  be 

found  a  little  gold  piece,  and  upon  its  smiling 
yellow  face  there  is  the  promise  of  pleasures  to 
come.  But  like  the  king  with  the  golden  touch, 
you  will  soon  find  that  gold  cannot  be  eaten, 
and  is  most  valuable  when  changed  into  an- 
other form.  Before  making  the  magical  trans- 
formation, do  not  forget  that  the  book-store  is 
one  of  the  magician's  caves  where  the  gold 
piece  may  be  made  to  take  another  form,  and 
a  form  that  is  nearly  indestructible.  Like  the 
fairy  food,  a  book  may  be  consumed  again  and 
again  without  being  at  all  smaller.  Like  the 
Flying  Horse,  the  book  may  be  made  to  earn' 
you  anywhere  on  the  globe.  Once  within  its 
pages  you  travel  safely  anywhere,  as  if  clothed 
in  the  Suit  of  Invisibility ;  and  your  speed  will 
put  to  shame  the  Shoes  of  S\siftness.  Better 
than  the  Inexhaustible  Purse,  a  book  not  only 
retains  all  its  own  wealth,  but  continually  adds 
to  yours.  There  is  no  end  to  a  book's  magical 
power.  It  may  be  the  means  of  blessing  a 
friend  or  reconciling  an  enemy. 

Now,  what  is  the  secret  that  makes  a  well 
written  book  so  great  a  marvel  ?  A  book  is  a 
little  box  of  thoughts,  and  in  thought  all  things 
have  their  beginning  and  must  find  their  end. 


READING    ESSAYS. 


QUOTATIONS. 


What  fairy-story  wand  can  be  weighed  in  the 
balance  against  the  pen  of  Thackeray  or  of 
Dickens?  The  pen — or  rather  the  mind  be- 
hind the  pen  —  is  the  magic  of  our  day. 

Do  not  young  people 
read  too  many  stories  ? 
There  is  so  much  good  writing  in  articles  that 
it  seems  a  pity  not  to  begin  upon  them  before 
the  days  of  our  youth  are  past.  You  need  not 
commence  with  Emerson  or  Macaulay,  for  they 
are  not  the  easiest  to  understand.  Thoreau, 
Stevenson,  Arthur  Helps,  Burrouglis,  Charles 
Lamb  —  all  have  written  essays  that  young 
readers  will  enjoy.  In  order  to  find  good 
"reading  of  any  kind,  there  is  no  better  way  than 
to  ask  questions  of  those  who  are  wiser.  Older 
readers  take  great  pleasure  in  advising  their 
juniors,  and  you  will  soon  learn  where  to  go 
when  seeking  the  best  advice. 

If  you  must  quote,  do 
quote  correctly.  Is  the  pen 
mightier  than  the  sword  ?  Thousands  say  or 
print,  "  The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword." 
It  may  be  true,  but  if  it  is  meant  for  a  quota- 
tion it  is  not  fairly  given.  The  original  lines 
in  the  play  are  : 

Beneath  the  rule  of  men  entirely  great, 
The  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword. 

This  error  has  been  corrected  over  and  over 
again.  But  those  who  misquote  seldom  read 
what  they  are  pretending  to  quote,  but  quote 
from  a  man  who  quoted  from  another  man 
who  —  and  so  on.  In  many  books  will  be  found 
long  lists  of  these  prevalent  misquotations. 

It  seems  that  children 
and  newspapers  may  very 
well  thrive  separately.  There  is,  of  course,  a 
class  of  newspapers  which  are  carefully  written 
and  well  edited,  and  meant  to  be  good  reading 
for  every  age  that  reads  at  all.  But  even  the  best 
newspaper  is  not  the  best  reading  for  children. 
If  there  is  news  in  which  children  are  rightfully 
interested,  it  would  be  an  easy  matter  for  some 
older  person  to  read  it  aloud  or  to  repeat  to 
children  what  is  important  for  them  to  know. 
Childhood  is  a  time  when  the  home  Hfe  should 


NEAVSPAPERS. 


BOOKS    AND    READING. 


l6 


INTERRUPTIONS. 


come  first,  since  the  same  surroundings  can 
never  return ;  and  the  doings  of  the  grown-up 
world  should  not  greatly  concern  children  in  a 
happy  home.  Outside  interests  will  force  their 
way  to  the  young  mind  soon  enough,  and  the 
child  who  begins  to  read  newspapers  too  early 
is  much  to  be  pitied.  As  to  the  newspapers 
or  magazines  that  are  not  good  company  for 
any  one,  they  are  worst  in  children's  hands. 

It  is  a  wise  rule  to  "  do 
one  thing  at  a  time."  And 
in  nothing  is  the  rule  more  important  than  in 
reading.  The  mind  is  very  accommodating,  and 
will  try  to  do  its  work  under  the  most  discour- 
aging circumstances.  You  can  sit  in  a  room 
full  of  people  who  are  talking  and  laughing, 
and  yet  can  read  with  some  understanding. 
But  where  this  is  not  necessary  it  should  never 
be  done.  Read  in  quiet  and  in  solitude  if  you 
hope  for  the  best  results.  At  least,  keep  the 
best  books  for  the  quiet  hours,  and  this  for  two 
reasons.  One  is,  that  you  may  see  all  there  is 
in  the  book ;  another  is,  that  your  mind  may 
do  its  work  with  the  least  effort  and  the  least 
fatigue.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  well  to  teach 
yourself  to  forget  what  is  going  on  about  you, 
so  that  you  may  be  able  to  work  even  when 
silence  and  solitude  are  not  attainable.  Like 
most  good  rules,  this  one  about  interruptions 
needs  to  be  applied  with  wise  judgment. 

BOOKS  NOT  Is  n't  it  Charlcs  Lamb 

BOOKS.  who  speaks  of  "  books  that 

are  not  books "  ? —  such  as  account-books, 
cookery-books,  almanacs,  and  such  homely, 
useful  creatures  of  the  pen  ?  Of  course  none 
will  deny  the  value  of  these,  but  it  is  not  with 
these  that  this  department  has  mainly  to  do. 
Yet  there  are  some  volumes  not  to  be  called 
literature  that  should  be  familiar  to  book-lovers ; 
and  one  of  the  most  valuable  of  them  is  the 
pocket  note-book. 

Each  of  you  who  learns  to  keep  such  a  handy 
little  friend  will  learn  to  select  the  sort  that 
suits  your  needs;  but  a  good  one  is  a  rather 
thin  book,  with  flexible  cover,  and  the  pages 
ruled  in  "quadrille  ruhng"  —  that  is,  in  faint 
squares.  This  ruling  is  useful  whether  you 
write  or  draw,  and  becomes  more  valuable  as 
you  learn  its  many  uses.     By  means  of  the  little 


scjuares,  the  pages  can  be  at  once  divided  into 
columns  or  regular  spaces  of  any  kind.  You 
may  use  a  wide  or  narrow  ruling,  or,  as  the  lines 
are  faint,  none  at  all.  If  you  mean  to  carry  a 
note-book,  by  all  means  try  the  quadrille  ruling. 
But  the  reasons  for  carrying  the  book  must  go 
into  another  paragraph. 

A  NOTE-BooK's        EvERY     notc-book    uscr 
us^S-  will  have  his  own  favorite 

items.  At  Christmas,  for  instance,  there  are  the 
lists  of  presents  bought  or  to  be  bought,  or 
worth  thinking  about.  At  New  Year's,  there 
are  the  new  leaves  to  be  turned  over,  and  the 
good  resolutions  to  be  jotted  down.  But  for 
the  reader,  besides  these  items,  the  note-book 
should  be  ready  to  act  as  a  memory.  As  you 
read  you  come  upon  a  reference  to  —  let  us  say, 
Christopher  Columbus.  Now  the  name  seems 
familiar  to  you  as  a  well-read  student  of  his- 
tory, but  for  a  moment  you  do  not  recall  just 
what  he  did.  Was  he  the  conqueror  of  Peru, 
or  did  he  found  Jamestown  ?  If  you  will  take 
out  your  note-book,  and  make  a  note  like 
this :  "  Columbus,  Christopher.  Why  was  he 
celebrated  ?  "  you  will  impress  your  mind  with 
the  question,  and  will  before  long  be  able  to 
record  the  answer.  And  do  not  forget  to  mark 
in  some  way  the  memoranda  that  are  used  up. 
Then,  when  you  look  for  a  new  memorandum, 
you  will  not  find  the  old  ones  in  the  way.  It  is 
a  good  plan,  also,  to  look  over  the  book  now  and 
then  for  the  sake  of  removing  "  dead  "  pages. 
There  is  no  other  Christ- 
mas gift  that  can  bring  the 
pleasure  given  by  a  happy  human  face.  It  is 
the  gift  that  may  be  made  by  poor  or  rich,  by 
old  or  young.  It  is  the  gift  to  which  all  are 
entitled,  with  which  all  are  pleased.  It  is 
written  in  a  language  all  can  read,  and  carries 
a  message  none  will  refuse.  Every  kindly 
thought  is  at  once  printed  upon  the  face  in 
lines  that  cannot  be  misread,  and  published 
through  eyes  and  lips  to  every  reader.  This  is 
the  Christmas  carol  all  may  write,  and  which 
all  will  read  on  Christmas  morning  to  their 
health  and  happiness.  Before  the  lips  are 
opened  for  the  morning  greeting,  the  whole 
face  should  speak  the  yet  unspoken  words : 

"  I  wish  you  a  very  merry  Christmas  !  " 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 


j^  4DI  LEMMA 


Sir  Lionel  Stuyvesant  Peter  von  Toots  Bathing,  golf,  tennis,  and  bicycle  shoes, 
Hadonehundredandtenpairsofbeautifulboots:  Worsted-worked  slippers  of  marvelous  hues, 
Bluchers  and  Wellingtons,  Hessians  and  Jacks,  Dancing-pumps,  too,  of  bright  patent  leather- 
Round  toes  and  pointed  toes,  russets  and  blacks,  In    short,  he    had    foot-gear   for   all   sorts   of 


High-lows  and  buskins, 

of  each  a  full  store, 
Top-boots   and    sandals 

and  gaiters  galore, 
Balmorals  and  Congress 

strapped,  buttoned, 

and  laced ; 
With  the  finest  of  silk 

they  were  tasseled 

and  faced 


weather, 
For  all  sorts  of  places  and  all  sorts  of  times, 
For  all  sorts  of  ventures  in  all  sorts  of  climes. 
Yet  Sir  Lionel  Stuyvesant  Peter  von  Toots 

Was  that  kind  of  a  person  whom 

nothing  quite  suits ; 
And  all  day  he  would  sit  in  his 
large  easy-chair. 

Uncertain  which  ones 
't  would  be  proper 
to  \\ear. 


mi 


By  Mary  Catherine  Hews. 


A  PAIR  of  mittens,  warm  and  red, 

New  shoes  that  had  shiny  toes, 
A  velvet  cap  for  his  curly  head, 

And  a  tie  of  palest  rose ; 
A  bag  of  books,  a  twelve-inch  rule. 

And  the  daintiest  hands  in  town — 
These  were  the  things  that  went  to  school 

With  William  Herbert  Brown. 


A  ragged  mitten  without  a  thumb. 

Two  shoes  that  were  scorched  at  the 
toes, 
A  head  that  whirled  with  a  dizzy  hum 

Since  the  snowball  hit  his  nose  ; 
A  stringless  bag,  and  a  broken  rule, 

And  the  dingiest  hands  in  town  — 
These   were   the    things   that   came   from 
school 

With  happy  "  Billy  "  Brown. 


THE   STORY    OF   BARNABY    LEE. 


By  John  Bennett. 

{Author  of  "  Master  Skylark") 


[This  story  was  begun  in  the  November,  1900,  ti:t>nber.'\ 

Chapter  XXXII. 

NEW    PERIL. 

The  weather  was  now  grown  intensely  hot. 
The  sun  came  up  like  a  drop  of  blood  and  went 
down  like  a  ball  of  red-hot  copper;  the  wind 
died  in  the  streets.     The  men  from  the  Esopus 


garrison,  who  had  been  ordered  in  to  the  fort, 
came  in  dripping  wet  with  sweat  and  white 
with  the  dust  of  the  blazing  road.  Two  of 
them  had  been  sunstruck  and  were  wholly  unfit 
for  fighting;  the  rest  were  worn  out  with 
marching  through  the  bitter  heat.  They  threw 
themselves  flat  on  the  ground  like  dogs,  and 
lay    there,    panting,    unable    to    speak,    their 
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swollen,  parched  tongues  hanging  out  of  their 
mouths.  They  brought  a  little  powder  with 
them,  and  that  was  of  some  use  to  the  garrison. 
The  noise  of  their  marching  was  scarcely 
still  before  there  came  a  startling,  sudden  cry; 
the  mill-brake  was  set  with  a  fierce  creak  ;  the 
great  arms  swept  on  for  half  a  turn,  trembled, 
stopped;  down  from  the  loft  came  Jan  de  Witt, 
the  miller,  as  white  as  his  floury  jacket. 

"Your  Excellency,  there  is  no  grain  to  grind!  " 
he  cried,  when  he  came  to  the  Director-General's 
presence.  "The  bins  are  empty.  Unless  we 
can  get  some  grain  to  grind,  we  shall  be  starved 
like  cats  in  a  garret !  " 

What  he  said  was  true :  there  were  not  a 
hundred  schepels  of  meal ;  there  were  not  enough 
barley-grits,  beans,  and  peas  to  victual  the 
servants  a  fortnight;  there  was  no  meat — the 
days  were  too  hot;  no  fish,  for  it  was  not 
the  season.  The  company's  stores  had  been 
stowed  in  ships  to  be  sent  to  Curagoa. 

"  Commissary,  unload  me  those  stores,"  said 
the  Director-General. 

"  Your  Excellency,  the  stores  are  gone,"  re- 
plied the  commissary. 

"  Gone  ?  "  exclaimed  Stuyvesant,  suddenly 
pale.     "  I  told  thee  to  hold  the  sloops !  " 

"  Ay,  but,  your  Excellency,  the  Chamber  of 
Deputies  said  —  " 

Stuyvesant  looked  around  him  as  if  seeking 
something  to  break.  His  mustache  worked 
up  and  down ;  he  set  his  teeth  into  his  trem- 
bling lip ;  at  the  corner  of  his  mouth  a  bub- 
bling trickle  of  foam  ran  down.  "  God  forgive 
the  Chamber  of  Deputies !  "  he  said.  "  They 
have  taken  from  us  the  only  food  I  had  held 
for  the  garrison !  "  Then  he  sprang  erect,  for 
there  was  no  time  to  waste  in  vain  recrimina- 
tions, nor  had  he  strength  to  expend  in  useless 
wrath.  "  Sergeant  Harmen  Martensen  !  "  he 
cried ;  and  when  the  gaunt,  shrewd  Fleming 
came,  "Sergeant,"  he  said,  "take  Dirck  Smidt's 
boat  and  run  the  coast  as  far  to  the  eastward  as 
ye  dare  go.  Get  food,  food  of  any  sort,  and 
smuggle  it  into  the  city.  Pay  twice,  pay  thrice, 
but  bring  us  food,  whatever  be  the  cost.  Return 
as  soon  as  in  God's  grace  ye  be  permitted." 

Martensen  took  the  flyboat,  with  him  Nicolas 
Bayard,  and  skirted  the  coast  of  Long  Island 
Sound  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Fresh  Water 
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River,  offering  twice  and  thrice  their  worth  for 
beef,  [)ork,  peas,  and  wheat,  and  any  price  for 
bread-stuffs,  but  secured  scarce  one  measure  of 
maize  with  a  flitch  or  two  of  pork,  and  escaped 
by  the  very  skin  of  his  teeth  from  a  twenty-four- 
gun  English  frigate,  to  which  he  gave  the  .slip 
in  the  darkness.  "  Nobody  will  sell  us  pro- 
visions, your  Excellency,"  he  said  when  he 
reached  the  Director-Cieneral's  room,  "but  all 
of  them  gave  us  curses  !  " 

Then  Stuyvesant  went  to  the  farmers,  and 
begged  them  to  thresh  out  the  grain  in  their 
fields ;  but  the  farmers  would  neither  thresh  the 
wheat  nor  lend  him  any  assistance. 

"You  idiots  and  simpletons !"  he  said.  "Will 
ye  not  even  clothe  your  own  scarecrow  ?  " 

"  The  rats  in  the  fort  eat  more  than  the 
crows,"  replied  the  farmers,  sullenly.  They 
hated  the  arbitrary  hand  which  had  laid  down 
the  law  to  them. 

Then  Stuyvesant  bought  the  grain  of  them, 
and  paid  for  it  out  of  his  private  pocket;  his 
serving-men  and  negro  slaves  threshed  it  wher- 
ever a  threshing-floor  could  be  found;  and  as 
fast  as  the  serving-men  beat  out  the  grain,  the 
negroes  carried  it  down  to  the  mill  in  baskets 
and  barrows,  buckets  and  bags,  upon  their 
shoulders  and  heads.  Most  of  them  wore  but 
a  breech-clout,  the  weather  being  sickeningly 
hot,  and  the  sweat  ran  like  water  over  their 
necks  and  down  their  bare  black  bodies. 

The  threshers,  too,  worked  stripped  to  the 
waist,  shining  with  perspiration;  the  flails  were 
flying  all  day  long,  and  drummed  on  into  the 
twilight  until  it  was  too  dark  to  see,  and  .the 
workmen  could  hardly  lift  their  arms.  Three 
of  them  were  taken  ill  from  the  heat  and  the 
over-exertion,  and  one  who  had  drunken  deeply 
of  schnapps  to  strengthen  his  failing  arm  was 
never  the  same  man  afterward.  "  Ach,  Gott !  " 
said  one,  "  I  have  threshed  wheat  before ;  but  to- 
day I  have  threshed  ashes.  My  flail  smoked;  the 
flying  wheat  was  like  sparks  among  the  straw ! " 

When  they  were  done  they  lay  down  by  the 
pond  and  put  their  heads  into  the  water,  al- 
though it  was  trodden  muddy  and  was  almost 
as  warm  as  blood.  They  were  all  of  them 
shaking  from  head  to  foot,  and  were  fairly  gray 
with  wearmess ;  one  of  them  cried,  and  others 
choked,  as  if  they  had  been  tired  children ;  the 
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Strength  of  their  hearts  had  gone  out  of  them 
as  weakness  of  body  came  in. 

Day  and  night,  so  long  as  there  was  a  breath 
to  turn  the  windmill  sails,  the  millstones  were 
kept  going  until  their  rumble  seemed  like  the 
undertone  of  the  trouble  upon  the  town.  The 
air  was  full  of  the  drifting  meal,  which  floated 
everywhere.  The  miller's  men  coughed  with 
the  flour-dust,  and  their  linen  shirts  grew  pasty 
with  sweat  and  the  flour  which  lay  upon  them. 
They  wrought  as  if  they  had  forgotten  the 
world  in  the  sudden  stress  of  toil. 

The  first  night  of  the  grinding  a  hurricane 
arose,  howling  about  the  open  doors  and  roar- 
ing through  the  building.  The  miller's  candles, 
thrust  in  the  wall,  sent  shadows  lurching  over 
beams,  bins,  and  grain-sacks;  the  revolution  of 
the  millstones  made  the  whole  tower  tremble. 

"Ye  dare  not  grind  in  such  a  wind,"  de- 
clared the  miller  from  the  sand-hill. 

"  Dare  I  not  ?  "  replied  Jan  de  Witt.  "  Watch 
thou,  and  see  if  I  dare  not !  "  and  so  saying,  he 
cast  loose  the  brake. 

The  mill-cap  swung  around  with  a  stubborn 
creak ;  the  sails  gave  one  slow,  beaten  tug,  then 
turned  with  a  hum  before  the  gale.  Fast  and 
faster  they  went,  until  it  seemed  they  must  be 
torn  asunder  by  their  very  speed  and  whirled  in 
fragments  over  the  town.  The  oiler  and  his 
oil-pot  hurried  here  and  there;  the  mill  was 
shaking  like  a  tree  ;  the  thunder  roared  over- 
head, and  the  millstones  thundered  down 
below  ;  the  hot  meal  poured  into  the  empty  bin 
in  a  swift,  uninterrupted  stream. 

A  man  stood  on  the  staging,  knife  in  hand, 
ready  to  cut  away  the  sheets  if  there  were 
chance  to  do  so  when  all  possible  furling  was 
past;  sacks  of  grain,  like  headless  bodies  of  leg- 
tess  men,  came  whirling  up  from  below,  with  a 
constant  whistling  of  tackle-blocks.  The  creak- 
ing of  mill-gear,  the  slat  of  the  sails,  the  rumble 
of  the  turning  stones,  were  all  the  sounds  that 
could  be  heard  above  the  rush  of  the  river 
below  and  the  roar  of  the  wind  overhead. 

In  his  coat  of  painted  canvas  the  miller  was 
everywhere,  now  directing  the  work  within,  now 
struggling  on  the  staging,  at  imminent  risk  of 
being  hurled  bodily  over  the  railing ;  twice  he 
reefed  the  roaring  sails  in  the  teeth  of  the  blind- 
ing gale,  lest  that  worst  of  all  mill  calamities, 


the  wrecking  of  the  sails,  should  send  the  cap 
of  the  mill  and  its  running-gear  in  fragments  to 
the  ground.  The  wind  blew  out  the  candles; 
he  wrought  on  in  the  darkness,  finding  the 
hopper  as  a  man  would  find  his  mouth  in  a 
place  of  unbroken  gloom,  by  long  familiarity; 
there  was  no  time  to  seek  a  light,  nor  use  to 
call  for  one  amid  the  roar  of  the  storm.  The 
man  in  the  mill-loft  groped  here  and  there  at 
his  duty  in  the  darkness,  pushing  the  sacks  to 
the  miller's  feet,  aiding  him,  and  never  seeing 
his  face,  nor  scarcely  hearing  his  shout.  They 
only  wrought ;  and  their  dogged  pluck  was  kin 
to  heroism. 

Then  the  wind  began  to  fail.  "  It  is  going," 
said  the  miller.  "  Ach,  the  sun  goes  down  to 
rise  again,  but  the  wind  arises  only  to  go  down. 
God  lend  it  to  us  a  litde  longer!"  But  the 
wind  was  falling  fast.  By  dawn  there  was  not 
sufficient  breeze  to  turn  the  windmill  sails. 
There  was  not  enough  wind  on  the  gallery  to 
cool  the  miller's  beaded  forehead,  nor  enough 
on  the  fort-wall  to  stir  the  grass  along  the 
outer  slope.  Jan  de  Witt  prayed  with  silent 
lips,  but  the  sails  of  the  mill  stood  motionless. 
Toward  evening  a  few  gray  flecks  stole  up 
from  the  western  horizon,  with  a  host  of  clouds 
behind  them,  and  there  was  lightning  beyond 
the  rim  of  the  earth,  and  thunder  in  the  distant 
hills;  but  no  wind  came  of  it.  The  raccoon 
hides  and  muskrat  skins  hanging  upon  the  mill- 
side  stank  in  the  slumbrous  heat;  the  sails 
above  hung  as  limp  and  listless  as  the  shirt- 
sleeves of  a  dreamer. 

"  Our  grinding  is  done,"  said  the  miller. 
"  God  hath  other  use  for  the  wind,  no  doubt; 
but  we  've  not  enough  meal  in  New  Amsterdam 
to  keep  us  in  bread  for  a  single  week !  " 

Then  Stuyvesant  seized  the  bake-shops,  to 
supply  the  garrison,  but  got  only  six  or  seven 
measures  of  meal,  some  loaves  of  bread,  a  pan 
of  rusks,  and  a  schepel  or  so  of  biscuit,  which 
made  scarce  a  mouthful  for  his  men.  Then 
the  brewers  were  forbidden  to  malt  any  grain 
which  might  be  made  into  meal,  and  all  fruit 
matured  enough  for  use  was  gathered  and  laid 
in  store ;  the  kine  of  the  city  were  numbered  in 
lot,  to  be  drawn  for  in  case  of  need ;  the  prov- 
ender even  of  the  animals,  the  ground-nuts  and 
unmatured  fruits  of  the  wood,  were  gathered 
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against  starvation.  Yet  even  with  all  there  was 
not  food  enough  to  provision  the  city  against  a 
siege. 

"  Oh,  Barnaby,  what  is  to  become  of  us  ?  " 
asked  Dorothy,  with  a  quivering  voice,  as  she 
came  w'ith  his  supper  on  a  tray.  "  There  is 
scarcely  any  bread  to  be  had ;  the  bakers  are 
empty-handed;  Andreas  brings  but  the  hominy 
cake,  and  the  tlour  is  almost  gone.  What  is 
to  become  of  us  ?  " 

"  I  do  not  know,"  said  he.  "  Indeed,  I  think 
that  nobody  knows.  Why  do  they  not  sur- 
render ?  " 

"  Would  they  butcher  us  all  if  we  did  ?  " 

"  Do  ye  take  them  for  savages  ?  " 

"  I  do  not  know ;  thou  art  right  savage  at 
times;  and  then  — "  here  she  put  out  her  hand, 
and  taking  his,  held  it,  trembling  —  "if  John 
King's  men  should  ever  catch  thee,  my  poor 
Barnaby,  what  would  they  do  with  thee?" 
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"I  believe  they  would  kill  me,"  he  answered; 
and  then  they  were  very  still,  and  listened  to 
the  crying  in  the  English  camps  along  the  dis- 
tant shore,  and  to  the  hurry  of  feet  about  the 
fort,  making  ready  for  the  fray. 

That  night,  at  sundown,  through  the  coppery 
waters  of  the  bay  there  came,  in  a  small  boat, 
to  the  Enghsh  admiral's  flagship  the  captain  of 
a  freebooter  to  offer  his  services.  "  Place  me 
in  the  vanguard  of  your  attack,"  he  said,  lower- 
ing, with  a  baleful  scowl,  "for,  bhght  me  green! 
I  've  a  grudge  against  that  Dutch  burgh,  and  I 
would  pay  it  off." 

"  I  am  not  here  paying  grudges,"  said  the 
commander  of  the  English;  "I  am  here  to  take 
New  Amsterdam  for  my  master,  the  Duke  of 
York.  You  will  take  your  place  in  column  as 
we  are  pleased  to  line  you,  and  attack  as  I  give 
the  order.     Corporal,  show  the  gentleman  up ! " 

And  the  corporal  showed  the  gendeman  up. 


(To  be  continued.) 


"'PLACE     ME     IN    THE    VANGUARD    OF    YOUR    ATTACK,'     SAID    THE    FREEBOOTER, 
WITH    A     BALEFUL    SCOWL." 


Vol.  XXIX.— 22-23. 
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Ask  the  school-hoys,  especially  such  as  live  in  country  places,  whether  summer  or  winter 
brings  the  greatest  pleasure.  Two  to  one  they  will  vote  for  winter.  .  .  .  lUit  the  frolics 
out  of  doors  I      It  makes  the  blood  tingle  even  now  to  think  of  them.  — BradiokI)  Tokrev. 


THE  SPRING   FLOWERS  ARE   HERE. 


Thoreau  writes  of  it  in  October :  "  Mortal  and 

human  creatures  must  take  a  little  respite  in 

"  Spring  flowers  here  !  "  you  e.\claim.     "  But    this  fall  of  the  year.      Their  spirits  do  flag  a 

this  is  December,  the  beginning  of  winter,  when    little.     But  not  so  with  the  skunk-cabbage.     Its 

we  've  just  lost  the    withered  leaves  fall  and  are  transfixed  by  a  rising 
flowers."  bud.    Winter  and  death  are  ignored.    The  circle 

Yes,  that  is  true,    of  life  is  complete." 
but  not  the  whole         "  But,"  perhaps  you  next  argue,  "  while  this 
truth.     It  tells  us     may  be  plant  life   starting   in   the   fall,  it  is  n't 
of  this  year's  flow-    really  and  truly  a    '  flower '  as  we   commonly 
ers,  but  what  about    use  that  word." 

those      for      next        Admitted.     Let  's  consider  another, —  one  of 
year?     The    pro-    the  sweetest,  most  fragile  and  beautiful  flowers 
fusion   of   flowers 
has  indeed  dwin 
died   away,   end- 
ing, as  commonly- 
accepted,     in 
late       No- 
vember's flower,  the  mysterious  witch- 
hazel  that  we  pictured  on  page  173 
of  Nature  and  Science  for  De- 
cember, 1900.    That  flower  we 
may  regard  as   the   last   of 
the  floral  act  for  each  year. 
There  is  a  moment's  pause  i 

only  in  appearance,  really  no 
pause,  for  already  the  curtain 
has  .started  to  rise,  disclosing 
just  a  peep  of  next  year's 
flowers. 

The    young    buds    of    the 
skunk-cabbage     push     their  the  fragile  hefatica. 

1      r  •     .  ^      •  "The  first  wild  flower  of  spring "  sometimes  commences  to  blojm 

way  up  before  wmter  sets  in.  in  December  under  the  snow. 


THE  BUD  OF  THE  SKUNK-CABBAGE   BE- 
GINS TO  PUSH  UP  THROUGH  ITS  OWN 
DEAD  LEAVES  AND  OTHERS  LATE 
IN  AUTUMN. 
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of  spring, —  the  hepatica, 
or  liverwort.  Britton  and 
Brown's  "  Illustrated  Flora" 
gives  its  time  of  flowering, 
"  December —  May." 

Mrs.  Dana  tells  us  that 
"these  fragile-looking,  en- 
amel-like flowers  are  some- 
times found  actually  beneath 
the  snow." 

William  Hamilton  Gibson 
writes :  "If  the  open  winter 
lures  any  wood  blossom  to 
open  its  eye,  it  will  surely  be 
the  liverwort,  even  as  this 
flower  occasionally  antici- 
pates the  spring  in  ordinary 
winter  weather.  I  have  be- 
fore me  a  letter  from  an  au- 
thority who  picked  them 
under  a  foot  of  snow  on  December  9,  and  this 
too,  in  a  winter  not  notably  mild." 


¥:■: 


THE    DANDELION     SOMETIMES     BLOOMS     IN 
SHELTERED     PLACES    IN     MIDWINTER. 


sunny  nook,  you 
may  dig  away  the  snow 
and   pick  its  white  starry  blos- 
soms, larger  and  fuller  now  than 
those  of  summer." 
John  Burroughs,  in  writing  of  "  Spring  at  the 
Capital"  (Washington),  says:  "Though  the  mer- 
The  same  writer  tells  us  of  two  other  winter    cury  occasionally  sinks  to  zero,  yet  the  earth  is 
flowers  :  "  The  dandelion  occasionally  continues    never  so  blighted  by  the  cold  but 
in  bloom  through  the  entire  winter.    During  the    that,  in  some  shel- 
year  187 1  I  picked  a  dandelion  every  month  in 
the  calendar.  .  .  .  Another  astonishingly  per- 
tinacious winter  bloomer  is  the 
chick  weed.     If  you 
know  its  haunts 
in  some 


THE    STARRY   BLOSSOMS   OF   THE   CHICKWEED,    OR    STITCHWORT,    UNDER   THE    SNOW    OFTEN    SEEM 
LARGER   AND    FULLER   THAN   THOSE    OF    SUMMER. 
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tered  nook  or  corner,  signs  of  vegetable  life  still 
remain,  which  on  a  little  encouragement  even 
asserts  itself.  I  have  found  wild  flowers  here 
every  month  in  the  year :  violets  in  December, 
a  single  houstonia  in  January  (the  little  lump  of 
earth  on  which  it  stood  was  frozen  hard),  and  a 
tiny  weed-like  i)lant,  with  a  flower  almost  micro- 
scopic in  its  smallness,  growing  along  graveled 
walks  and  in  old  plowed  fields  in  February.  .  ,  . 
I  have  found  the  bloodroot  when  it  was  still 
freezing  two  or  three  nights  in  the  week,  and 
have  known  at  least  three  varieties  of  early 
flowers  to  be  buried  in  eight  inches  of  snow." 

Bradford  Torrey,  in  "  A  Rambler's  Lease," 
says :  "  Winter  in  New  England  is  not  a  time 
for  gathering  flowers  out  of  doors,  though, 
taking  the  years  together,  there  is  not  a 
month  of  the  twelve  wherein  one  may  not 
pick  a  few  blossoms,  even  in  Massachusetts." 

Thus  we  see  that  there  is  am- 
ple authority  from  older  observ- 
ers that  some  plants  fruiting  in 
1902  will  commence  to  put  forth 
their  bloom  in  the  winter  months, 
so  that  even  in  this  December 
the  spring  flowers  are  really  here. 

When  we  thus  take  into  con- 
sideration this  fact  of  the  spring 
flowers  commencing  to  bloom  in 
winter,  Longfellow's  poem  "  The 
Flowers,"  from  which  the  follow- 
ing is  quoted,  has  an  especially 
deep  and  true  significance  : 

In  all  places,  then,  and  in  all  seasons. 
Flowers  expand  their  light  and  soul- 
like wings, 
Teaching  us,  by  most  persuasive  rea- 
sons, 
How  akin  they  are  to  human  things. 


A   QUICK-TEMPERED   KINGLET. 

Bravf.rv  and  bigness  do  not  always  go  to- 
gether. Tliose  who  are  familar  with  our  door- 
yard  birds  know  how  effectually  the  house-wren 
persecutes  the  prowling  cat  and  drives  it  away 
from  the  neighborhood  of  the  bird's  nest. 
King-birds  drive  off  the  crow  and  even  greatly 
annoy  the  fish-hawk,  and  humming-birds  are 
absolutely  fearless  at  times,  and  successfully 
defend  their  nests  if  their  antagonist  is  but  a 
single  bird  of  another  species. 

These  instances  refer  to  birds  in  .spring  and 
summer,  when  the  nest  and  eggs  or  the  young 
are  the  immediate  object  of  a  bird's  solicitude. 
In  winter  we  do  not  expect  to  witness  such 
instances  of  courage  on  the  part  of  the  smaller 
of  our  birds.  In  fact,  sparrows  flee  when  a 
sparrow-hawk  appears.     But  recently  I  saw  a 


THE 

In  his  ordinary  good 


Will  our  young  folks,  who  love  to  roam  the 
woods  and  fields,  please  keep  on  the  lookout 
for  spring  flowers — yes,  even  in  beds  of  snow 
—  when  you  may  be  on  a  skating  or  coasting 
outing  ?  Please  "  write  to  St.  Nicholas  about 
it,"  sending  the  specimens. 

Keep  on  the  lookout  also  for  many  plants  that 
retain  their  fresh  green  appearance  but  do  not 
bloom.  In  the  brooks,  springs,  and  marshes  you 
will  find  algae  and  higher  forms  of  water-plants, 
sometimes  nearly  as  luxuriant  as  in  midsummer. 


CHEERY    AND     LIVELY    GOLDEN-CROWNED    KINGLET. 

nature  calling  out  his  shrill  zee,  zee,  zee  from  among  the  esergreens 

golden-crowned  kinglet  question  the  right  of  an 
Acadian  owl  to  take  his  ease  in  an  evergreen. 
Never  was  there  a  more  inoffensive  bird  than 
this  little  owl  at  the  time.  It  was  cuddled  up 
in  a  heap  and  half  asleep.  But  the  kinglet  found 
the  bird,  and  immediately  set  up  a  shout,  and 
darted  into  the  tree,  snapped  its  beak,  and,  I 
think,  twitched  the  owl's  feathers.  At  any  rate, 
there  was  no  more  sleep  for  the  bird  in  the 
tree.  But  it  was  not  moved  to  vacate  at  the 
mere  bluster  of  a  little  kincflet.      It  sat  still, 
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slowly  opened  its 
beak  now  and 
then,  and  moved 
its  head  to  and 
fro.  This  was 
kept  np  until 
the  sharp  chirp- 
ing of  the  kinglet 
attracted  other 
birds,  and  a  more 
serious  attack 
was  made.  The 
owl  then  took 
flight,  and  while 
the  rejoicing  was 
general,  not  one 
of  the  sparrows, 
nuthatches,  and  chickadees 
made  more  clatter,  for  a  brief 
moment,  than  the  kinglet. 
There  was  a  sequel  to  the  incident.  The  little 
bird  that  started  the  affair  did  too  much.  It 
was  overcome  by  excess  of  exertion,  and  was  so 
limp  and  listless  when  I  saw  it  last,  it  seemed 
to  me  it  was  thinking  whether  it  had  not  made 
a  goose  of  itself.    It  is  possible  that  some  little 


BUT  THE  KINGLET   APPARENTLY    FOR- 
GOT  HIS   GOOD    NATURE    AND    MADE 

ABSURD     ATTACK. 

YOU    READILY    SEE 

HOW    ASTONISHED 

IS     THE     ACADIAN 

OWL    AT    THE    AUDACITY 

OF  THE    LITTLE    FELLOW. 


birds,  like  some  small  children,  never  take  time 
to  consider  if  the  gain  derived  is  worth  the  ef- 
fort it  calls  for.      Charles  C.  Abbott,  M.D. 


WE   WILL   WRITE   TO    ST.  NICHOLAS   ABOUT    IT." 


SINGING   MICE. 

In  response  to  the  request  (page  561,  Nature 
and  Science  for  April),  many  letters  have  been 
received  stating  interesting  experiences  with 
singing  mice.  These  letters  not  only  tell  of 
hearing  the  music,  but  of  the  proof  that  it  was 
produced  by  the  mice. 

Haduenville,  Fayette  Co.,  Pa. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  glad  you  want  to  hear 
of  a  singing  mouse,  as  I  had  been  for  a  long  time  going 
to  write  to  you  about  one  we  knew  several  years  ago 
when  we  Hved  in  a  double  house  in  a  small  town.  For 
several  weeks  we  heard  a  strange  musical  noise  in  the 
wall.  One  day  when  my  sister  and  I  were  taking  an 
afternoon  nap  and  mama  was  putting  the  baby  to  sleep 
and  the  house  was  very  still,  a  mouse  came,  and  sitting 
upright,  proceeded  to  eat  cooky  crumbs,  pausing  to  sing 
between  bites.  After  that  it  grew  quite  tame,  and  we 
heard  and  saw  it  often  every  day.  We  fed  it,  and  it 
seemed  to  grow  happier  and  happier.  It  sang  a  low, 
sweet  song,  something  like   a  canary-bird  a  short  way 


off.  It  seemed  to  sing  the  same  tune  over  and  over. 
When  we  sat  in  the  room  we  could  plainly  hear  it  in 
the  closet  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  kitchen.  Some- 
times before  taking  a  crumb  it  would  stop,  sit  up,  and 
holding  its  front  feet  together  as  if  holding  something, 
though  they  were  empty,  it  would  sing  as  if  giving 
thanks  for  its  dinner.  It  always  sat  and  held  its  paws 
together  while  singing,  but  often  it  has  food  in  them. 
Several  people  visited  us  on  purpose  to  hear  it.  It 
often  kept  us  from  sleeping  with  its  music.  It  seemed 
too  happy  to  keep  still.  After  about  a  month  the  lady 
on  the  other  side  of  the  house  put  out  some  poison,  and 
we  suppose  our  mouse  got  some,  as  we  never  saw  or 
heard  it  afterward.  We  have  since  been  sorry  we  did 
not  catch  it,  as  we  might  easily  have  done. 

Your  friend,  Keys  Colley 

(age  12). 

EXGLEWOOn,  N.   J. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  In  your  April,  1901,  number 
there  was  a  request  for  a  description  of  a  singing  mouse. 
Quite  a  family  of  them  lived  in  our  house.  Just  at 
dusk  they  would  begin  to  sing,  first  a  faint,  musical 
warliling,  like  a  young  canary,  then  changing  into  loud 
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trilling,  and  dying  down  into  a  soft  twittering.  It  was 
some  time  before  we  knew  what  it  was,  as  we  were  not 
then  acquainted  with  singing  mice.  We  were  so  sure 
that  birds  must  have  crept  in  under  the  flooring  that  we 
had  a  carpenter  remove  several  boards,  and  we  put  a 
bird-cage  close  to  the  opening.  For  a  long  time  it  was 
a  great  mystery  to  us.  At  first  there  must  have  been 
only  one  pair  of  mice ;  but  soon  a  little  family  came  into 
existence,  and  they  sang  so  loudly  that  they  kept  us 
awake.  One  of  the  little  fellows  was  finally  caught. 
He  sang  very  faintly  for  several  nights  (we  watched 
him,  so  we  knew  he  sang)  ;  then  he  stopped  from  lone- 
liness, and  would  sing  no  more ;  so  we  opened  the  cage 
door  and  he  ran  off  to  join  his  mates.  I  enjoy  the 
Nature  and  Science  department  very  much. 

Your  constant  reader,  Shirley  Willis 

(age  12). 

a  good  suggestion  — keeping  records. 

Bunker  Hill,  Me. 

Dear  St.  Nichol.^s  :  I  am  a  new  subscriber,  but  I 
enjoy  you  very  much.  We  have  a  summer  place  in 
Maine  where  there  are  lots  of  rocks,  and  there  is  a  lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill  where  our  house  is.  In  the  lake 
there  are  some  islands,  and  on  one  of  these  we  have  a 
camp. 

I  have  made  a  list  of  the  birds  and  flowers  I  saw  so 
far  this  past  summer,  and  am  sending  them  to  you.  I 
hope  this  will  be  published. 

Your  faithful  reader,  Margery  Bedinger. 

P.  S.     I  am  nine  years  old. 

the  australian  kingfisher. 

Maryborough,  Queensland. 
My  DEAR  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  writing  this  time 
about  the  laughing-jackass.  He  is  like  a  kingfisher,  only 
larger  and  not  so  pretty.  He  has  a  brown  back  and  a 
white  breast.  He  is  a  very  quiet  bird,  and  comes  about 
the  garden,  and  will  not  fly  away  unless  you  go  quite 
close  to  him.  He  is  very  useful  in  killing  snakes.  No- 
body ever  shoots  him  unless  it  is  what  we  call  a  "new 

chum,"  who  does 
not  know  what  a 
useful  bird  he  is. 
He  laughs  just  like 
a  man.  At  day- 
break, if  you  are 
awake,  you  may 
hear  him  and  his 
fellows  laughing 
loudly.  They  often 
laugh  at  sunset  and 
at  other  times  dur- 
ing the  day.  Some- 
times I  see  three 
or  four  of  them 
sitting  on  a  fig-tree  or. a  gum-tree  laughing  as  if  they 
were  enjoying  a  great  joke. 

Your  loving  reader, 

Harry  E.  Aldridge  (age  7). 


KANG.\ROO-R.\T. 


"  LAUGHING-JACKASS. 


Our  young  friend  has  very  correctly  de- 
scribed the  appearance  and  habits  of  this  large 
Australian  kingfi.sher,  commonly  known  as  the 
"  laughing-jackass." 

the  droll  and  gentle  kangaroo-rat. 

Vintondale,  Cambria  Co.,  Pa. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  Our  old  cat  brings  a  great 
deal  of  the  game  she  catches  to  the  house,  and  not  long 
ago  she  brought 
us  a  kangaroo-rat. 
None  of  us  had 
ever  seen  one,  and 
as  books  say  that 
they  are  rarely 
seen,  as  they  feed 
at  night,  we  were 
very  glad  "  Ben- 
nie  "  had  brought 
it  to  us.  The  rat's 
body  was  about 
four  inches  long, 
but  its  tail  was  fully 
seven.  It  was  a  soft 

brown  above,  shaded  light  and  dark,  and  a  downy  w^hite 
underneath.  Its  hind  legs  were  long  and  strong,  and  its 
front  ones  little,  just  like  a  real  kangaroo's.  It  had 
great  ears,  long  whiskers,  and  sharp  gnawing-teeth. 
The  tail  was  slender  and  hairy,  w'ith  a  brush  of  fur  on 
the  end.  Altogether  it  was  the  prettiest  little  creature, 
and  I  was  so  glad  to  have  seen  it.  The  next  day  the 
cat  caught  another  rat,  but  since  then  has  not  brought 
any  home.  Your  sincere  friend, 

IsADORE  Douglas  (age  13)0 

It  's  difficult  to  have  a  kindly  regard  for  that 
cat.  It  seems  as  if  even  she  ought  to  know  what 
a  droll,  saucy,  elf-like,  gentle  little  animal  is  a 
kangaroo-rat!  If  she  kills  any  more,  please 
instruct  her,  by  any  method  found  to  be  the 
most  effective,  that  the  kangaroo-rat  is  n't  to 
be  classed  with  the  common  rats,  but  in  inter- 
esting and  harmless  ways  is  fully  the  equal  — 
perhaps  even  the  superior  —  of  the  white  rat. 

PARTLY   INAPPROPRIATE  COLOR    NAMES   OF   BIRDS. 

Plainfiei.d,  N.  J. 

De.\r  St.  Nicholas  :  You  ask  for  lists  of  our  birds, 
besides  the  scarlet  tanager,  where  the  name  describes 
the  plumage  of  the  male  and  not  the  female.  I  will 
name  some  I  have  seen. 

The  male  rose-breasted  grosbeak  has  the  head  and 
upper  parts  black,  with  white  spots  on  the  wings  ;  the 
under  parts  are  white  and  the  breast  is  crimson.  The 
female  looks  like  an  overgrown  sparrow,  and  has  the 
breast  streaked  with  brown.      Where  the  wing-linings 
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are  rose  in  the  male  they  are  sulphur-yellow  in  the  fe- 
male. The  ruby-crowned  kinglets  are  olive-green  above 
and  grayish  white  below,  with  some  olive  on  the  sides. 
The  male  has  a  concealed  ruby-colored  patch  in  the 
center  of  the  crown,  which  is  usually  difficult  to  see. 
This  is  lacking  in  the  female.  The  purple  finch  has  a 
raspberry-red  body  (not  purple),  with  brown  wings  and 
tail.  The  female  is  olive-brown  above  and  wliitisli 
below. 

The  American  red  crossbill  is  a  curious-looking  bird. 
The  lower  mandible  turns  up  at  the  end,  and  the  upper 
one  turns  down  in  the  same  manner.  The  body  is 
mostly  deep  red.  While  the  females  have  a  crossed 
bill,  their  plumage  is  not  red,  but  greenish  olive,  with 
brownish  tints.  [See  letter  and  illustrations,  page  744, 
St.  Nicholas  for  June,  1900. —  Ed.] 

The  handsome  red-winged  blackbird,  with  his  yellow- 
edged  scarlet  epaulets,  is  a  frequenter  of  bush-covered 
swamps.  The  rest  of  his  plumage,  besides  his  shoul- 
ders, is  glossy  black.  The  female  is  dark  brown,  spot- 
ted with  black  and  buff.  [See  illustration,  page  753, 
St.  Nicholas  for  June,  1901.  — Ed.] 
Very  respectfully, 

William  Gray  Harman  (age  13). 

The  golden-crowned  kinglet  (see  anecdote 
on  page  172  of  this  number)  differs  from  the 
female  in  the  golden  spot  similar  to  the  ruby 
spot  referred  to  in  the  above  letter. 

Windsor,  Conx. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  You  asked  the  young  folks  to 
tell  of   birds   having  a 
common  name  inappro- 
priate to  the  female. 

The  indigo  bunting, 
which  comes  north  with 
the  scarlet  tanager 
[See  letter  and  illustra- 
tion, St.  Nicholas  for 
May,  1901,  page  655. 
Ed.],  is  one,  the  fe- 
male being  dark  brown 
with  a  yellowish-white 
breast,  pure  white  un- 
derneath. The  female 
ruby-throated  hum- 
ming-bird has  a  whit- 
ish throat  in  place  of 
the  ruby  feathers  on 
The  tail  quills  are  tipped  with  white. 
Your  interested  reader, 

Helen  Cary  (age  16). 


^^ 


the  male. 


Newton,  Mass. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  a  great  lover  of  nature, 
and  always  read  every  word  in  the  Nature  and  Science 
department.  The  other  day,  as  I  was  out  in  the  woods, 
I  saw  an  olive-green  bird,  and  near  by  there  was  a 
bright  yellow  bird  with  Vjlack  wings  and  tail.      When  I 


GOLDFINCH. 


went  home  I  looked  in  a 
book    and    saw    that    the 
olive-green    bird  was  the 
female     American      gold- 
finch, and  that  the  yellow 
bird  was  the  male  Ameri- 
can goldfinch.     They  did 
not  look  at  all  alike. 
Your  loving  reader, 
Miriam  L.  Ware 
(age  II). 

The  goldfinch  is  an 
excellent  example  of 
plumage  of  male  dif- 
fering from  female, 
and  also  of  changing 
from  winter  to  sum- 
mer, similar  to  the 
male  bobolink.  In  winter  the  male  is  drab  on 
the  back  and  brownish  white  underneath. 

Other  common  names  are  "  wild  canary," 
from  its  beautiful  song,  and  "  thistle  bird," 
from  its  love  of  the  fluffy  seeds  of  the  thistle. 
While  the  color  of  the  male  is  largely  yellow, 
the  term  yellowbird  is  best  used  exclusively 
for  a  very  different  bird — the  yellow  warbler, 
or  summer  yellowbird.  In  this  the  male  is  en- 
tirely yellow,  except  reddish-brown  streaks  on 
breast  and  slight  olive-brown  on  wings  and 
tail.  The  female  of  this  bird  is  almost  the 
same  color,  except  that  the  reddish-brown 
streakings  are  less  distinct.  The  goldfinch  is 
refined  and  musical.  We  can't  help  loving 
him.  He  seems  to  reciprocate  by  changing 
his  coat  and  braving  our  winter  storms. 

beetles  with  mandibles  like  stag-horns. 

Sumter,  S.  C. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :    I  send 
you  to-day  two  bugs,  or  beetles, 
which  I  found  in  a  log.     Please 
tell  me  what  they  are. 

Your  loving  reader, 
Charles  E.  Richardson. 

The  insects  you  send  are 
stag-beetles,  so  called  from 
the  sharp  prongs  on  the  man- 
dibles of  the  males  of  some 
species,  that  resemble  the 
sharp  branches  on  the  ant- 
lers of  a  stag.     Members  of 


STAG-BEETLE.  EX. 

CELLENTLV  SHOWING 

THE  BRANCHING  ANT- 
LER-FORM OF  MANDI- 
BLES. 
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this  family  of  beetles 
are  sometimes  spoken 
of  as  "  roebucks," 
*'  horn-bugs,"  etc. 

The  adults  are 
found  on  the  trunks 
of  trees.  They  eat 
the  sap,  for  procur- 
ing which  their  jaws 
are  especially  adapt- 
ed. It  is  probable 
that  some  species 
teed      on      decaying  strong  jaws,  somewhat  antler- 

1         rr-i  1  ^,        •  FORM,     FOR     BITING   DECAV- 

wood.    They  lay  their  ,ng  wood. 

eggs  in  crevices  in  the  bark  near  the  roots. 


'  HORN-Bl'G.        showing   THE 


the     horse-hair  snake"  myth. 

Hickory,  Harford  Co.,  Md. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  At  school,  the  girls  found 
some  "  snakes  "  out  along  the  side  of  the  road.  They 
said  they  were  "horse-hair  snakes."  I  would  like  to 
know  if  they  are  little  snakes,  and  how  large  they  grow. 
They  have  a  little  mouth,  but  I  could  not  see  any  eyes. 
The  snake  looked  like  grayish  brown.  They  think  if 
you  put  a  horse-hair  in  the  water  and  set  it  in  the  sun 
and  leave  it  there  nine  days,  it  will  turn  into  a  snake. 
Do  you  think  it  is  true?  It  has  to  be  the  right  tem- 
perature. Truly  yours, 

Lester  Tucker 
(age  II). 

The  so-called  "  horse-hair  snake  "  does  not 
come  from  a  horse-hair,  and  has  nothing  to  do 
with  a  horse  or  its  hairs,  except  that  it  is  hair- 
like in  form. 

It  is  an  internal  parasite  of  crickets  and  grass- 
hoppers. It  escapes  from  the  insect  and  goes 
to  the  water  to  lay  its  eggs.  The  young,  in 
turn,  seek  a  grasshopper  or  cricket,  where  the 
greater  part  of  its  life  is  spent. 

See  the  chapter  "  Those  Horse-hair  Snakes," 
in  "  Eye  Spy,"  by  William  Hamilton  Gibson. 

You  now  know  more  than  those  who  told  you 
to  put  horse-hairs  in  water  and  keep  them  at 
the  "  right  temperature."  You  may  keep  the 
hairs  and  water  at  any  temperature,  but  you 
will  never  make  a  horse-hair  change  into  a 
snake. 

Strange,  is  n't  it,  that  many  people,  old  and 
young,  believe  this  myth,  when  a  little  experi- 
menting will  prove  the  falsity  of  it!  In  many 
rural  communities  this  absurd  belief  in  tiny 
horse-hair  snakes  is  generallv  maintained. 


the  hermit-crabs. 

Glolxester,  Mass. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  wonder  if  all  the  boys  and 
girls  have  seen  a  hermit-crab?  It  gets  into  a  shell  and 
puts  out  its  head  and  front  claws.  If  you  wave  your 
hand  in  front  of  it,  it  will  go  back  into  its  shell  with  a 
snap.  Sometimes  when  we  try  to  pick  them  up  they 
will  dig  with  their  front  claws,  and  are  under  the  sand  in 
a  minute. 

Yours  truly, 

G.  Lucille  Smith  (age  ii). 

The  rear  part  of  the  hermit-crab  is  not  hard 
like  that  of  a  shrimp  or  crawfish,  nor  short  and 
dou'oled  underneath  like  that  of  the  common 
crab,  but  is  soft  and  fleshy,  and  in  itself  is  not 
well  protected  from  enemies.  Therefore  the 
hermjt-crab  usually  takes  possession  of  some 
cast-oflf  shell,  like  that  of  a  whelk  or  snail,  by 
backing  into  it  and  inserting  the  tender  part  of 
its  body  in  the  spiral  part  and  filling  the  aper- 
ture with  its  claws  and  other  hard  parts.     Some- 
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A     COMMON     CRAB. 


times  the  hermit-crab  occupies  a  plant-stem  or 
other  similar  tube.  In  moving  about,  the  her- 
mit-crab carries  this  borrowed  house,  and  its  ap- 
pearance is  somewhat  similar  to  that  of  a  snail. 
^Vhen  the  hermit-crab  outgrows  one  shell  he 
quits  it  and  takes  possession  of  another.  The 
troubles  of  this  house-hunting  are  very  amusing 
to  an  observer.  He  often  tries  many  shells 
before  be  finds  one  that  will  fit.  Sometimes  he 
covets  a  shell  occupied  by  another  hermit- 
crab,  and  then  a 
struggle  ensues. 
\V'e  may  be  cer- 
tain, however, 
that  the  crabs,  in 
such  a  contest, 
do  not  see  the 
funny  side  of  the 
matter,  as  we  do. 
Securely    fas- 


HERMIT-CRAB    IN    SHELL   OF    SEA-SNAIL. 
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tened    to    the   surface   of    the    shell,    near   the  this  midnight  visitor  merely  as  an  owl,  although 

opening,  there  is  often  a  sea-anemone,  with  its  found  in  such  a  strange  position,  and   in  the 

mouth  and  ten-  night,  too.     They  caged  it  and  studied  it  as 

tacles  near  the  they  would  if  it  had  been  caught  in  the  forest, 
head     of     the         How  strange  it  is  that  so  very  many  absurd 

crab.     By  this  superstitions    have    been    associated   with    this 

strange      part-  harmless    bird,    even    under    ordinary    circum- 

nership  (which  stances!     But  to  find  it  at  night  in  the  fire- 

the   naturalists  place !     Think  how  that  would  have  startled 

call"commen-  some  people  nowadays,  and  everybody  a  few 


HERMIT-CRAB    IX    A    WHELK-SHELL    WITH 
SEA-ANEMONE    ON    IT. 


■    !^*i  E^^^sf/ i-^^^S^    salism  ")      the    years  ago.     Addison,  in  one  of  his  essays  on 
lif'^pm  V^^^Mir-  sea-anemone  is    "  Omens   and   Prognosticks,"  tells  us  that  "  a 


carried  to  new  screech-owl  at  midnight  has  alarmed  a  family 
feeding-places,  more  than  a  band  of  robbers."  Just  imagine 
and  the  crab  is  such  a  family  putting  the  bird  in  a  cage  and 
protected  from  calmly  looking  up  particulars  in  a  "  bird- 
its  enemies  by    book  "  ! 

By  the  way,  there  is  one  real  mystery  about 
the  screech-owl.  Sometimes  its  plumage  is 
rusty  red,  and  at  another  time  gray  and  black, 
and  this  peculiarity  of  color  does  not  depend 
on  age,  sex,  or  season,  as  it  does  in  so  many 
other  birds  with  which  we  all  are  familiar. 

Dr.  Chadbourne  has  proved  by  experiment- 
ing that  "  the  screech-owl  may  pass  from  one 
phase  of  color  to  another  without  change  of  plu- 
mage." Its  call  is  a  tremulous  whistle  rather 
than  screech. 


the  defensive 
tentacles  of  the  anemone.  It  is  evident  that 
the  crab  is  aware  of  this  benefit,  for  observers 
have  experimented  by  removing  the  sea-anem- 
one. The  crab  will  then  go  in  search  of  an- 
other. When  he  finds  one  attached  to  a  rock 
he  will  tear  it  off  and  place  it  on  his  own  shell, 
to  which  the  sea-anemone  soon  attaches  itself. 
x\mong  the  names  applied  to  the  hermit-crab 
by  fishermen  are  "jack-in-the-box,"  "thief," 
and  "stone  lobster."  The  first  name  seems 
especially  applicable  and  expressive  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  queer  little  animal  occu- 
pies the  shell. 

a  screech-owl  in  a  queer  place. 

Waukesha,  Wis. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  Last  night  my  brother  Walter 
heard  a  noise  in  the  grate.  He  said,  "  What  's  that  in 
the  grate?"  He  and  Aunt  Mary  looked  into  the  grate 
and  saw  an  owl  sitting  in  there.  Then  Walter  and  my 
brother  Otto  went  into  the  cellar  and  made  a  cage  big 
enough  for  ten  owls.  When  the  cage  was  done  Aunt 
Mary  opened  the  grate  door  and  caught  the  owl  and 
put  it  in  the  cage.  Walter  took  the  cage  down  into  the 
cellar  and  gave  the  owl  a  little  meat.  The  next  morn- 
ing Aunt  Mary  and  our  servant  Freda  looked  into  the 
cage,  and  the  owl  was  gone,  and  they  looked  around  and 
saw  it  sitting  on  a  water-pipe.  Then  papa,  Walter, 
Otto,  and  I  looked  through  a  bird-book  to  see  what 
kind  of  an  owl  it  was,  and  we  think  it  is  a  screech-owl. 
Then  Walter  took  it  out  to  the  barn,  where  it  is  now. 
Your  faithful  reader,  Gilbert  Lacher 

(age  8). 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  our  young  friend 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  treated 
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Oil,  Christmas,  merry  Christmas, 

With  all  your  gifts  and  cheer, 
We  wish  you  came  'most  every  day, 

Instead  of  every  year. 

Helen  Stevens  (age  13). 

How  swiftly  tlie  months  go  by,  and  how  soon  the 
year  is  done!  To  the  League  editor  it  is  as  if  merry 
Christmas  "  came  'most  every  day,"  for  it  seems  but 
yesterday  since  he  was  writing  the  holiday  greetings 
for  last  year ;  and  even  those  of  the  year  before,  for  our 
first  League  Christmas,  are  only  a  step  farther  back — a 
week,  perhaps,  or  a  month  at  the  farthest. 

And  now,  here  we  are  for  the  third  time  entering  a 
holiday  competition  together.  Not  all  together,  either, 
for  in  the  two  years  that  have  slipped  away  a  goodly 
number  of  our  talented  ones  have  reached  the  age  limit 
for  League  work,  while 
a  few — a  mourned  and 
privileged  few — have 
set  sail  for  that  quiet 
haven  of  peace  where 
age  does  not  matter 
and  the  prizes  of  earth 
are  left  behind.  Those 
who,  because  of  their 
added  years,  have  with- 
drawn their  work  from 
the  League  pages,  and 
perhaps  made  it  a  part 
of  their  life  aim  and 
effort,  are  still  eagerly 
watching  our  progress, 
while  those  others  — 
the  silent  ones — will 
not,  we  believe,  forget 
their  hopes  and  efforts 
here. 

We  have  a  present 
for  the  League  this 
time,  in  the  form  of  a 
letter  from  the  man 
whom  the  League  edi- 
tor ccmsiders  to  be  the 
strongest  art  force  in 
America  to-day — How- 
ard Pyle.  It  is  written 
with  special  reference  to  the  young  artists,  but  as  Mr. 
Pyle  is  also  an  author  of  both  prose  and  verse  of  the 
very  highest  rank,  we  may  take  whatever  he  says  as 
being  meant  as  well  for  the  voung  writers  of  the  Leasrue. 
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Wilmington,  Del. 
To  THE  Editor  of  the  St.  Nichol.a.s  League. 

De.VR  Sir:  I  find  myself  much  interested  in  the 
work  which  you  are  doing  in  the  St.  Nicholas  League. 
It  is  not  only  that  I  am  so  interested  in  young  artists 
and  in  their  efforts  to  produce  beautiful  and  interesting 
pictures  ;  apart  from  this,  I  enjoy  studying  for  its  own 
sake  the  honest  competitive  effort  that  the  prizes  which 
you  offer  through  the  valuable  pages  of  your  magazine 
stimulate.  I  never  fail,  when  the  St.  Nichol.\S  enters 
the  house,  to  turn  to  the  leaves  of  the  League  and  to 
look  at  the  pictures  that  embellish  it,  wondering  as  to 
who  are  the  boys  and  the  girls  who  draw  them,  what 
they  are  like,  what  their  homes  are  like,  what  are  their 
ambitions,  their  desires,  their  aims  in  life.  Who 
knows  but  that  some  great  future  artist,  who  is  des- 
tined, after  a  while,  to  reach  high-pinnacled  altitudes,  is 

here  essaying  his  first 
unfledged  effort  at 
flight?  Who  knows 
but  that  some  future 
man  of  might  may 
sometime  look  back  to 
the  very  page  of  the 
magazine  which  I  hold 
open  in  my  hand,  and 
may  see  in  it  his  first 
young  work  that  won 
the  glory  of  his  first 
young  prize  in  life  I 
These  are  the  thoughts 
that  make  the  pages  of 
the  League  so  interest- 
ing to  me. 

I  am,  besides,  more 
personally  interested  in 
that  I  have  a  school  of 
art  of  my  own  in  Wil- 
mington, Delaware, 
where  I  live,  and  where 
I  teach  a  few  pupils, 
some  three  or  four  of 
whom  are  not  older 
than  these  young  ]ieo- 
ple  of  the  League,  and 
who  are  now  starting 
at  the  very  elementary 
beginning  of  their  art 
studies.  Hence,  also,  I  never  open  the  pages  of  the 
League  without  wondering  whether  I  may  not  see  in  it 
some  as  yet  unopened  flower  of  art  that  is  destined  to 
be  transplanted  to  my  own  little  garden. 
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I  wish  you  every  success  in  your  endeavors  to  stimu- 
late such  young  efforts  in  so  beautiful  a  field  of  life- 
work,  and  I  am,  Very  sincerely  yours, 

Howard  Pyle. 

PRIZE-WINNERS,  COMPETITION  No.  24. 

In  making  the  awards,  contrilnitors'  ages  are  con- 
sidered. 

Verse.  Gold  badges,  Doris  Francklyn  (age  14), 
15  Washington  Sq.,  New  York  City,  and  Nancy  Barn- 
hart  (age  12),  4221  Delmar  Ave.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Silver  badges,  Saidee  E.  Kennedy  (age  14),  Merryall, 
Pa.,  and  Jessica  Nelson  North  (age  10),  Edgerton,  Wis. 

Prose.  Gold  badges,  Gladys  Ralston  Britton  (age 
15),  "  The  Audubon," 
B'way  and  39th  St., 
New  York  City,  and 
Isadore  Douglas  (age 
13),  Vintondale,  Pa. 

Silver  badges,  Elinor 
C.  Holmes  (age  14),  8;^ 
Linden  St.,  Allston, 
Mass.,  and  Florence  R. 
Beck  (age  11),  348  W. 
35th  St.,  New  York 
City. 

Dr.wving.  Gold 
badges,  Frank  L.  Mac- 
donald  (age  17),  Box 
177,  Parry  Sound,  Ont. , 
Can.,  and  J.  Ernest 
Bechdolt  (age  17),  Box 
278,  Eugene,  Ore. 

Silver  badges,  Mar- 
garet J.  Russell  (age 
13),  Luray,  Page  Co., 
Va.,  and  Samuel  D. 
Otis  (age  12),  Sher- 
wood, Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y. 

Photography. 
Gold  badges.  Pearl 
Schwartz  (age  14),  2231 
Clay  St.,  San  Francis- 
co, Cal.,  and  Seymour 
Blair  (age  12),  Hotel  Ritz,  Place  Vendome,  Paris, 
France. 

Silver  badges,  J.  Deems  Taylor  (age  15),  University 
Heights,  New  York  City,  James  S.  Wroth  (age  16), 
Cor.  5th  St.  and  Cooper  Ave.,  Albuquerque,  N.  M., 
and  Milroy  Carrie  (age  9),  Box  732,  Owen  Sound, 
Ont.,  Can. 

Wild- ANIMAL  and  Bird  Photograph.  First  prize, 
"  Wild  Deer,"  by  Frederick  S.  Brandenburg  (age  12), 
22  Langdon  St.,  Madison,  Wis.  Second  prize,  "  Cin- 
namon Bear,"  by  Florence  Lang  (age  12),  349  Hudson 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111.      No  third  award. 

Puzzle-making.  Gold  badge,  Antoinette  Greene 
(age  17),  1821  7th  Ave.,  Troy,  N.  Y. 

Silver  badge,  Ernest  Gregory  (age  10),  8  Spring  St., 
Marblehead,  Mass.,  and  William  Ellis  Keysor  (age  10), 
1326  S.  31st  St.,  Omaha,  Neb. 

Puzzle-answers.  Gold  badge,  Margaret  Wilkie 
Gilholm  (age  14),  441  E.  29th  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Silver  badges,  Edythe  R.  Carr  (age  12),  587  Public 
St.,  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Olive  R.  T.  Griffin  (age  11), 
Rockport,  Mass. 

Prizes  are  usually  sent  within  fifteen  days  after  the 
announcement  of  the  names  of  prize-winners. 


KING    EDWARD    \  11.    PRO-MENADING.  BV    SEV.MOUR    BLAIR, 

AGE    12.       (gold    badge.) 


WHEN    WINTER   COMES. 

BY    DORIS    FRANCKLYN  (AGE    I4). 

{Go/d  Badge.) 

Dear  birds,  you  seek  a  warmer  clime 
When  chilling  blasts  of  winter  blow; 

I  cannot  bear  to  part  with  you ; 
Please  tell  me  why  you  go? 
They  only  sigh. 
And  make  reply, 
"  Alas!    It  must  be  so." 

Fair  queen  of  flowers,  sweet  rose,  you  fade 
And  die  beneath  the  frost  and  snow. 
Please  live!    I  cannot  bear  to  think 

That    you    no    longer 
grow ! 
She     bowed     her 

head. 
And  sadly  said, 
"Alas!  'T  is  ordered  so." 
Why  should  the  sum- 
mer's dear  de- 
lights 
Be  forced  by  winter 
far  to  go? 
My    mother,    tell 
me;   't   is    so 
sad! 
I   'm   sure   that   you 
will  know. 
My  mother 

smiled. 
And  said,  "Dear 
child, 
Some  day  tve  a// shall 
know." 

"  SNAP'S" 

CHRISTMAS. 

BY'    ISADORE    DOUGLAS 
(AGE    13). 

i^Gold  Badge.) 
MY'name  is  "Snap," 
and  I  am  a  black,  white, 
and  tan  fox-terrier.  I  am  out  in  the  woodhouse  now, 
and  I  want  to  tell  you  about  to-day,  which  has  been  my 
first  Christmas. 

For  a  whole  week  I  have  been  as  good  as  a  terrier 
pup  can  be,  —  and  it  seems  to  me  that  is  saying  a  good 
deal, — for  the  children  had  told  me  how  Santa  Claus 
would  bring  you  presents  if  you  were  good. 

I  could  hardly  get  to  sleep  the  night  before  Christ- 
mas, and  early  in  the  morning  I  woke  up.  Of  course 
I  had  intended  going  down  with  the  children  ;  but  I 
grew  so  curious  to  see  what  Santa  Claus  had  brought 
me  that  I  got  out  of  my  basket  in  master's  room  and 
went  softly  downstairs. 

The  tree  which  had  grown  in  the  parlor  the  day  be- 
fore yesterday  had  blossomed  in  the  night  with  glitter- 
ing silver.  However,  I  did  not  look  at  it  long,  but 
began  to  hunt  about  for  the  things  Santa  had  brought 
me. 

First,  there  was  a  beautiful  doll.  I  had  never  had  a 
doll  before,  and  I  began  to  play  with  this  one  right 
away.  But  she  would  n't  roll  when  I  put  her  on  the 
floor,  so  I  began  to  shake  her,  which  was  great  fun  till 
her  head  dropped  off,  and  then  I  left  her. 

Then  I  found  a  ball ;  but  I  don't  like  balls  much  when 
there  is  no  one  to  roll  them,  so  I  tore  it  apart  to  see 
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what  was  inside.  It  had  smothery  white  stuffing;  so  I 
went  on. 

Next  I  came  to  a  ruhljer  C(nv.  She  was  great  fun,  be- 
cause I  could  cliew  lier ;  but  when  I  put  my  foot  on 
her  she  squeaked,  so  I  jnit  her  in  the  co.al-hod. 

Then  I  had  some  candy;  but  before  I  had  finished  it 
I  heard  the  children  coming,  so  I  ran  behind  the  tree 
and  hid.  \\'hen  tiie  door  ojiened  I  quaked,  for  the  room 
was  all  torn  up,  and  fragments  of  the  doll,  the  ball,  and 
the  candy  were  lying  about. 

"  The  rascal!  "  said  master  ;  then  he  saw  me.  After 
that  we  chased  over  the  house  for  some  time  before  he 
caught  me.      Never  mind  what  happened  next. 

So  here  I  am  in  the  woodhouse.  And  I  have  n't  a 
very  good  opinion  of  Christmas! 

^1     OUR    TRESENT. 

i;V    NANCY     EARNHART 
(AGE    12). 

Illustrated   by   the 
Author. 

{Gold  Badge.) 

It  was  early  in  Uic  iimrning, 

While  the  stars  were  yet  in  the  sky, 

We  awoke  to  the  fact  that  't  was  Christmas- 
Edward,  Alice,  and  I. 

We  had  as  many  presents 

As  Santy  could  make  or  buy ; 

Our  stockings  were  almost  bursting- 
Edward,  Alice,  and  I. 

But  we  had  one  little  present 

Better  than  all  the  mince-pie : 
We  had  a  wee  baby  brother — 

Edward,  Alice,  and  I. 

His  hands  and  his  feet 

were  so  tiny ; 

His     eyes    were    as 

blue   as   the  sky ; 

We  liked  him  the  best 

of  our  presents  — 

Edward,  Alice,  and 

I. 

MILLICENT'S  NEW  YEAR  SURBRISE. 

BY  ELINOR  C.    HOLMES   (AGE    I4). 

{Silver  Badge.) 
On  the  day  preceding  the  Christmas  vacation,  Miss 
Whitney,  teacher  of  the  ninth  grade,  stood  on  the  plat- 
form, wishing  the  scholars  a  merry  Christmas.  INIilli- 
cent  Robarts  waited  till  all  the  others  were  in  line,  then 
she  stepped  up  to  the  platform.  Miss  Whitney  smiled. 
"You  will  be  back  after  vacation,  won't  you?"  she 
asked.  Millicent  shook  her  head.  "  Are  you  going 
to  a  private  school?  "  asked  the  teacher,  laying  her 
hand  on  the  girl's  shoulder.  Millicent  nodded.  "Well, 
good-by,  then,"  said  Miss  Whitney.  Millicent  hastily 
turned  away.  When  she  got  to  the  door  Miss  Whitney 
called,  "You  will  come  and  see  me,  dear."  Millicent 
had  to  bite  her  lip  to  keep  the  tears  back,  but  she  turned 
with  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  appear  smiling,  and 
nodded  her  head.  Without  waiting  for  the  line,  she 
sped  down  the  stairs  and  out  into  the  open  air.  She 
walked  briskly  home,  ran  up  into  her  room,  and  throw- 
ing herself  on  the  bed,  cried  as  though  her  heart 
would  break.  Her  mother  questioned  her  at  the  table, 
but  she  begged  to  be  let  alone.     After  supper  she  drew 


"  PREPARING    FOR    THE   TRAIL."       BY   JAMES    S.    WKOTH, 
AGE    l6.       (silver    badge.) 

her  mother  into  a  corner,  and,  sitting  on  the  arm  of  her 
chair,  told  her  all.  Her  mother  spoke  soothing  words, 
and  she  soon  felt  better. 

The  Christmas  week  passed  quickly,  bringing  plea- 
sures that  made  Millicent  forget  her  grief.  But  when 
the  day  came  for  beginning  her  private-school  work,  it 
returned,  and  she  could  not  forget  it.  She  entered  the 
cloak-room,  and  after  removing  her  wraps  she  walked 
gloomily  along  the  corridor.  As  she  neared  the  school- 
room door  she  felt  an  arm  slip  around  her  waist.  She 
was  surprised,  for  she  knew  none  of  the  girls.  She 
looked  up,  then  started  back.      It  was  Miss  Whitney. 

"  It  can't  be,"  muttered  Millicent,  as  one  in  a  dream. 
Miss  Whitney  smiled.  "  Yes,  it  can,  dear,"  she  said, 
as  Millicent  threw  her  arms  about  her  neck.  "You 
see,  I  'm  not  a  ghost  or  a  vision."  Millicent  told  her 
how  she  felt  that  last  day.  "Oh!  I  have  had  many 
pleasant  surprises,  but  none  so  delightful  as  this  New 
Year  surprise,"  she  added. 


BY    GI.ALVS    RALSTON    BRITTON  (AGE   1 5). 

{Gold  Badge.     Illustrated  Story.) 
The    snow    fell    unceasingly    that   Christmas   night. 
The  evergreens  tossed  their  branches  as  if  to  rid  them- 
selves of  their  burden,  while  the  old  oaks  only  groaned. 
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But  for  this,  there  was  no  sound,  except  the  sleet  hitting  fire.   The  more  substantial  dollies  had  all  lost  some  part 

the  iTJass  where  a  solitary  street-lamp  lighted  part  of  a  of  their  bodies.     Poor  Ethel,  the  big  wax  doll,  was  minus 

road  which  led  to  an  old-fashioned  country  house.  a  wig  and  an  arm,  Lily  traveled  about  without  a  head. 

The  wind  blew  fiercely,  tearing  more  a  ragged  sign  and  (iracie  and  Bella  had  each  lost  an  eye. 

tied  to  the  lamp-post.     The  writing  was   blurred   and  The  only  one  that  could  be    kept    in   - 1  condition 

indistinct ;  the  only  words  discernible      ^ 
were : 

$IOO  REWARD  FOR    RETURN   OF    SET- 
TER   DOG.       STOLEN   JANUARY,    I9OI. 

Through  the  raging  storm  strug- 
gled a  dog ;  he  stopped  once  or  twice 
to  sniff  the  air,  then  crept  close  to 
the  lamp-post  as  if  hoping  to  receive 
shelter. 

A  rope  hung  from  his  neck,  and  his 
whole  appearance  told  of  a  desperate 
struggle  for  freedom. 

Slowly  he  crept  on.  Would  they 
love  him  still? 

The  snow  was  drifting  deeper  and 
deeper.  Shivering  pitiably,  he  reached 
the  broad  piazza,  painfully  dragged 
his  benumbed  limbs  to  the  window, 
and  placed  his  front  paws  on  the  sill. 
His  deep  eyes  looked  full  of  hope; 
surely  he  would  be  remembered! 

Withalow  whine,  he  feebly  scratched 
the  glass.  One  or  two  children  turned, 
but  thinking  him  a  stray  dog,  re- 
sumed their  games. 

His  brown  eyes  grew  dim;  his  stiff  paws  fell  from 
the  sill :  he  was  forgotten ! 

Ah,  no ;  if  he  could  have  seen  the  tears  that  filled  his 
little  mistress's  eyes,  and  how  often  she  refused  to  join 
the  noisy  games,  and  the  words,  "  Oh,  Dan!  this  time 
last  year!  How  cruel  to  steal  you  from  me!"  were  on 
her  lips,  it  would  have  made  his  dog-heart  leap  for  joy. 

On  one  of  the  many  times  that  she  sought  the  win- 
dow she  saw  a  dark  object  on  the  steps.  Tremblingly 
she  opened  the  door,  and  just  as  he  was  going  away 
heartsick,  he  heard  "  Dan!  Oh,  my  Dan!"  and  his 
mistress's  arms  were  around  his  shivering  body  and  he 
was  borne  into  the  house. 

So  kind  and  gentle  all  were  to  him,  but  to  his  lieart 
none  were  so  dear  as  the 
slender  girl  who  still  held 
him  close  and  whispered : 
"  Dan,  your  home-coming 
was  not  in  vain,  for  we  all 
still  love  you." 

Safe  from  the  cruel  ones 
who  stole  him,  and  once 
more  among  his  own,  that 
weary,  happy  dog  found 
love  and  comfort  all  his  life. 

JACK'S   JOURNEY. 

BY  FLOREN'CE  R.   BECK 

(age  II). 

{Silver  Badge.) 

Rosie  had  more  dolls 
than  either  she  or  nurse 
could  keep  count  of.  Nurse 
cut  paper  dolls  by  the  hun- 
dred, and  these  were  very 
troublesome  ones,  for  they 
were  continually  blown  out 
of  the  window  or  into  the         "  wash  day. 


MOONRISE    IN    DECEMBER."      BY  J.   DEEMS  TAYLOR,  AGE  15.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 

was  Jack,  who  was  made  of  worsted.  When  he 
raveled,  nurse  mended  him.  When  he  lost  a  leg  or 
arm,  nurse  sewed  it  on  again.  When  he  was  bad, 
Rosie  usually  punished  him  by  putting  him  in  papa's 
overcoat  pocket,  which  had  hung  on  the  hat-rack  in  the 
hall  since  the  last  cold  weather. 

This  particular  day,  when  Rosie  was  having  her  bath, 
she  had  seated  Jack  on  the  edge  of  the  bath-tub,  and 
the  naughty  l)0y  had  fallen  into  the  water.      After  she 
had    dried   him   on    the   heater,  he   was   put   in   papa's 
overcoat   pocket.      When    Mr.    Raymond   (papa)    came 
home  that  night,  he  announced  that  as  it  was  quite  cold 
he  would  have  to  wear  his  overcoat  on  the  next  morning. 
Rosie   had    forgotten    all    about   poor   Jack,    and   the 
next  morning  Mr.  Raymond 
walked  ofT  with  Jack  dan- 
gling    from     his     pocket. 
Down    the    street    walked 
Mr.  Raymond,  and  almost 
every  one   laughed   at  the 
queer    spectacle.      At    the 
corner    was    a    man    who 
asked  him  if  he  was  out  of 
his  baby-clothes  yet.     Mr. 
Raymond    wondered   what 
it    all    meant.       At    last    a 
friend  walked   up  to  him, 
and,    first    asking    him    if 
he   kept    a    toy-shop,    told 
him  that  a  worsted  doll  was 
sticking  out  of  his  pocket. 
Mr.  Raymond  immediately 
poked  Jack  into  the  depths 
of  his  inside  pocket. 

When  Mr.  Raymond  got 
home  that  night,  he  told 
Mrs.  Raymond  of  Jack's 
journey,  and  handed  him 
over  to  Rosie  with  advice 

3Y  MILROY  CARRIE,   AGE  9.       (SILVER  BADGE.)  nOt    tO    alloW    him    tO    gO    OH 
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such  a  trip  again.  The  result  was  that  Jack  never 
again  ventured  out  of  the  house,  and  Rosie  has  found 
other  ways  to  punish  him  for  misbehavior. 

THE   DECEMBER   WOODS. 

BY  JESSICA  NKLSON   NORTH  (AGE   lO). 

{Silver  BiK^ge.) 

I  ROAMKI)  in  the  woods  in  winter 

When  the  trees  were  blanic  and  bare ; 

When  the  gusts  of  wind  blew  the  snow  in  heaps, 
In  the  path  of  tlie  hurrying  hare. 

A  few  leaves  clung  to  the  tree-tops, 

But  those  were  old  and  brown ; 
And  the  winter  breeze  shook  the  snowy  trees, 

And  blew  the  dead  leaves  down. 

I  gathered  a  buncli  of  ivy-leaves, 

Still  bright  with  autumn's  glow ; 
I  picked  a  cluster  of  berries  red, 

All  sprinkled  \\ith  feathery  snow. 


I     reached     the     hill 
above  the  creek  ; 
The  snow  began  to 
fall ; 
And  thick  and  fast  the 
wintry  blast 
Blew      snowflakes 
over  all. 

I  turned  my  footsteps 
homeward, 
Along  the  smooth 
worn  track ; 
A  chipmunk  hurried 
up  a  tree, 
With  stripes  upon 
his   back. 


'WILD  DEER.  BY  FREDERICK  S.  BRANDENBCRG,  AGK   12. 

(first  prize,  "WILD-ANIMAL   PHOTOGRAPH. ") 

I  can  see  the  old  homestead, 
And  my  little  trundle-bed, 
Where  I  slept  till  morning's  light 
Told  me  of  new  day's  delight. 

But  the  pictures  that  I  see 
Are  not  there  for  you,  but  me ; 
So  I  '11  hide  them  in  my  heart, 
Nevermore  with  them  to  part. 


THE   TALE    OF   A   CUCKOO    CLOCK. 

BY  MARGARETE  MUNSTERBERG  (AGE    12). 

I  AM  sitting  in  my  study  by  the  open  fire,  and  the 
i^Id  cuckoo  clock  is  striking  seven. 

Tell  me,  little  cuckoo,  do  you  know  a  story  for  the 
St.  Nicholas  Leajrue? 


"a  'wild'  monkey." 

BY  IRENE  F.  WEIiMORE, 
age  14. 


"  r.EA7<.         BV  I-LGKENXE  LANG,  AGE  12. 

(SECOND  PRIZE,   "  WILD-ANIMAL 

PHOTOGR.'\PH.") 

riie  dull  gray  clouds  had  parted, 
And  faintly  I  could  see 

That    the    early    setting    winter 
sun 
Was  shinin"  down  on  me. 


FIRELIGHT    PICTURES. 

BY  SAIDEE   E.   KE.N'NEDY 
(AGE   14). 

{Sihrr  Badge.) 

In  the  firelight's  fitful  glow 
Shadowy  jiictures  come  and  go — 
Pictures  that  I  love  to  see, 
For  they  bring  sweet  thoughts 


Thoughts  of  childhood's  careless  play 
In  the  heaps  of  odorous  hay. 
In  the  fields  where  daisies  grew. 
Freshened  by  the  sparkling  dew. 


'  NOT  a  wild  ANIMAL.    BV  KARL  MANN,  AGE  12. 
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'•  SAN  LORENZO  RIVER.    BY  JEAN  FORGENO,  AGE  12. 

"  Listen!"  said  the  bird.  "  Far  away  in  the  Black 
Forest  there  stood  a  mighty  oak-tree.  It  was  rumored 
among  the  peasants  that,  being  fairy-haunted,  it  would 
bring  great  luck  to  him  who  had  its  wood. 

"  When  this  tree  was  hewn  down,  the  cutters  gave 
the  superfluous  pieces  of  wood  to  young  Richard,  and 


from  tliem  he  carved  me  and  my  house.  I  remember 
that  as  he  was  putting  me  into  my  abode,  little  Gertrude 
snatched  mc — and  dropped  me!  Since  that  day  I  have 
had  a  little  quiver  in  my  voice. 

"  Soon  your  mother,  who  was  traveling  in  Germany, 
bought  me,  to  take  me  across  the  sea. 

"  '  I  made  this  clock  of  the  lucky  tree's  wood,'  mur- 
mured Richard,  as  he  made  me  ready  for  sale ;  '  a  few 
shillings — and  that  is  all  my  luck!' 

"  Years  have  passed  since  then.  But  what  do  you 
think?  Two  years  ago,  when  the  full  moon  was  shin- 
ing into  your  study,  on  a  cold  December  night  like 
to-day,  I  looked  through  the  window  and  saw  a  young 
man  and  a  girl  walk  by  your  house. 

"  '  Alas!'  I  heard  the  former  say,  'why  did  I  come 
to  this  country  to  seek  my  fortune?  I  have  no  hope 
to  find  it  here,  and  we  are  all  alone.     Let  us  return  to 


•A    HARVESTER."      BY    MAY    GKUEMNG,    AGE    16. 


"a   MOUNTAIN   TOWN.  BY   WILLIAM    WARDEN    BODINE,    AGE    13. 

our  home!'  I  cried  my  name  to  announce  the  nintli 
hour.  Suddenly  the  young  man  turned  around,  and 
looked  into  this  room. 

"  '  Oh,  Gertrude!'  he  cried,  '  did  you  hear  the  quiver 
in  that  cuckoo's  note?  Do  you  remember  the  day  you 
dropped  the  bird  I  had  carved?  Surely  in  that  upper 
room  hangs  the  first  clock  I  made.' 

"  He  stood  still,  then  said  with  emotion  : 

"  '  The  voice  of  that  cuckoo  is  like  a  greeting  from 
home.  I  have  found  a  native  friend  in  this  country. 
Gertrude,  w-e  shall  stay!' 

"  Since  then  they  have  passed  your  window  many  a 
night,  and  yesterday  Gertrude  said  : 

"  '  See  our  good  cuckoo!  To  him  you  must  thank 
your  fortune.  Now  a  hundred  laborers  are  working  in 
your  clock  factory.  The  oak-tree's  wood  has  brought 
you  luck,  after  all.'  " 
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"  KING-ROUND-KOSY.' 

THE   CLOSING   YEAR. 

i;V    MAKC.rKKITE    HKA'IKICE    Cllll.li 
(AC-.E    14). 

The  time  of  mists  and  glowing  leaves, 
October,  full  of  joy,  is  past; 

Anil  Winter  with  his  snow  and  cold 
Now  walketh  in  our  midst  at  last. 

The  trees  are  tossing  long,  bare  arms, 
The    snow    falls   whirling    swift   to 
earth  ; 
And  over  all  the  'white-clad  world 
There  rings  the  sound  of  children's 
mirth. 

The  wind  doth  sing  the  livelong  day, 
And  glad  its  song,  and  sweet,  though 
wild ; 

It  tellcth  of  a  little  Babe 

Of  long  ago,  the  Manger-Child. 

The  mem'ry  of  that  little  Child 

Brings  peace  and  joy  unto  all  men, 

And  helps  them  to  be  good  and  true 
Until  the  \'ule-tide  come  a<jain. 


BY    FRANCES   LEONE    ROBINSON,  AGE    I3. 


The  leaves 
A  utuiiin  i^  C( 


POEM  OF  THE 
SEASONS. 

BY    HI  1,1)  RET  1 1    BrRTON 
SMITH  (age  8). 

The    trees    are    turning 

green, 
And  flowers  can  be  seen. 
Springtime  is  coming  to  us 
now. 
The  birds  have  left  their 

nests 
In    the    oak-trees'    leafy 
crests. 
.Summer-time  is  coming  to 

us  now. 
The  trees  seem  nearly  dead, 
are  turning  red. 
mint:  to  us  now. 
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lUliR.  BY    PAULINE   CROLL, 

AGE    16. 


THE   CAT   AND 
THE    RAT. 

l;V  LILLIAN   HILLYER 
(ACE  9). 

'T  WAS  a  moonlight 
night, 

Andoutcamearat ; 
In  looking  around 

He  spied  a  cat. 

Then  came  a  scram- 
ble, 
And  then   came   a 
crash ; 
A  stand  was  knocked 
over 
And    fell    with    a 
smash. 

The  pussy-cat  hid 
Behind  the  mat ; 

But  no  one  can  tell 
What    became    of 
the  rat. 


The  cedar-trees  are  white 
From  a  long  snowy  night. 
Christmas-time  is  coming  to  us  now. 

WINTER. 

BY  OSSA.N   IBERG  (AGE  I7). 

Illustrated  bv  the  Author. 


The  wind,  keen  ;   gloomy  the  scene  ; 

The  snow  deep  and  cold,  the  air  sharp  and  bold ; 

But  remember,  it  's  December. 


ST.    NICHOLAS    LEAGUE. 


"a  pleasant  Si  or. 


.MAKGUEklTE  WILLlA.Mt 


THE    MERMAID'S    CHRISTMAS 
TREE. 

BY  GRACE  REYNOLDS  D0UGLAS(AGE  I  I). 

{A  'djinner  of  gold  atid  silver  badgt-s. ) 

Ilsa  sat  among  the  rocks  down  by  the 
shore,  gazing  out  at  the  sea. 

She  had  left  her  companions  because 
she  wished  to  be  alone  to  write  a  Christ- 
mas story. 

Alas  for  Ilsa!  She  could  not  think 
of  a  winter  story  while  the  beautiful  Sep- 
tember sun  peeped  through  his  tleecy 
robes  down  on  the  clear  blue  ocean,  and 
the  sea-gulls  were  flying  hither  and 
thither,  dipping  their  pointed  wings 
in  the  whitecaps. 

Her  paper  and  pencil  fell  to  the 
sands,  and  she  nestled  down,  idle  but 
happy. 

As  Ilsa  watched  a  large  breaker 
rolling  in,  she  noticed  something  on 
its  crest.  It  looked  like  a  mass  of 
seaweed.  When  it  came  nearer  she 
saw  that  it  was  a  little  maiden  with 
floating  hair.  She  carried  a  large 
branch  of  coral  quite  close  to  the  rock 
where  Ilsa  lay  hidden  from  view,  and 
then  looked  timidly  around. 

"  'T  is  a  mermaid,"  thought  Ilsa, 
as  she  gazed  eagerly  through  the 
crevice  of  the  rocks. 

Planting  the  branch  of  coral  in  the 
sand,  the  mermaid  dived  down,  and 
brought  up  some  pink  and  white 
shells  and  other  sea  treasures. 

These  she  tied  with  bits  of  seaweed 
and  hung  them  on  the  coral  branch. 

Then  she  brought  a  cluster  of 
pearls,  which  she  shaped  like  a  star 
and  placed  on  the  topmost  twig. 

"  Why,  she  's  trimming  a  Christmas 
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A  LITTLE  QUAKKR."        BV  GER- 
TRUDE HERBERT,  AGE  15. 


tree!"  murmured  Ilsa,  clasping  her 
hands  with  delight. 

The  mermaid  now  brought  some 
little  jellyfish,  which  she  stuck  on  the 
branches  of  the  tree;  they  shone  in 
sliadows  like  candles. 

When  all  was  finished,  taking  a  sil- 
ver shell  from  her  girdle,  she  blew 
softly,  and  soon  a  crowd  of  little  round 
objects  came  rolling  over  the  sand. 

"  Oh,  they  're  little  sea-urchins, 
and  this  is  their  Christmas  tree!" 
wliispered  Ilsa. 

"  Now,  what  tune  shall  we  sing  ?  " 
asked  the  mermaid,  after  she  had  dis- 
tril)uted  the  presents  to  the  merry  lit- 
tle sea-urchins. 

"  Nep-tune!  Nep-tune!"  cried  a 
chorus  of  wee  voices. 

"  Neptune?  Why,  he  's  the  god 
of  the  sea!"  cried  Ilsa,  in  delight, 
jumping  up  from  her  hiding-place. 

The  mermaid  gave  a  frightened  look 
and  raised  her  silver  shell  to  her  lips. 

Immediately  a  great  wave  came  roll- 
ing in,  and  mermaid,  sea-urchins,  and 
Christmas  tree  vanished  like  magic. 

"Comeback!  Comeback!  I  did 
n't  mean  to  spoil  your  party!"  cried 
Ilsa  ;  but  the  only  reply  was  the  moaning 
of  the  breaker,  which,  returning,  cast  at 
Iier  feet  the  mermaid's  silver  sjiell. 


PAPA   TURKEY'S  WARNING. 

BY    KATHARLXE    VAX    DYCK  (aGE   12). 

"  Say,  pa,"  said  Tommy  Turkey 
One  dark  December  day. 
What  makes  you  look  so  sad  and  thin, 
While  I  am  fat  and  gay? 

I  feel  as  haj^py  as  can  be. 
For  now  the  cook  is  kind, 


'■  MOU.NTAIN  SHEEF.' 


LOUISE  CLENDE.N.M.NG  SMITH,  AGE  I5. 
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And  gives  just  twice  the  food  to  me 
That  once  I  used  to  find." 

"  Come  here,  my  son,  while  I  explain: 
You  're  young  and  cannot  know 
Mow  danger,  woe,  and  dreadful  jxiin 
Beset  a  turkey  so. 

"  I  've  heard  your  grandi)ap  often 
That  every  girl  and  boy 
Just  dote  on  turkeys  fat  and  gay, 
And  pick  their  bones  with  joy. 

"  And  so  I  say,  beware,  dear  son  ; 
Reduce  your  weight,  and  so  live  on." 


THE  OPEN  FIRE. 

BY   MARGARET   STEVENS 
(AGE  lO). 

As  I  sit  before  the  open  fire. 
Some  thoughts  do  visit  me 

Of  Ijrownies  and  the  fairies 
And  the  mermaids    of    the 
sea. 

And  they  stand  before  me  wav- 
'ring, 
Then    they     quickly     float 
away ; 
Soon  I  hear  them  up  the  chim- 
ney. 
And  this  is  what  they  say : 

"Oh,   we   belong  to   the   open 
fire — 
A  life  which  is  gay  and  free  ; 
We  pass  our  days  in  the  flames 
so  bright ; 
Oh,   come,    oh,   come   with 
me." 


ALMIRA,  LOUISA,  AND   MARY  JANE   KENT. 

BY  MILDRED  ELIZABETH  JOH.NSTON  (aGE  12). 

The  father  and  mother  had  gone  off  to  Boston, 
Being  twenty-five  miles  by  the  way  which  they  went, 

And  leaving  at  home  their  three  little  daughters, 
Almira,  Louisa,  and  Mary  Jane  Kent. 

The  children  performedalltheirsmallhouseholdduties  ; 

Then,  with  laughterand  singingand  sighsof  content. 
They  went  out  ot  doors  and  sat  on  the  green  grass, 

Almira,  Louisa,  and  Mary  Jane  Kent. 

And  then  in  the  distance  a  yell  smote  the  still  air ; 
A  horseman  appeared,  on  his  flying  steed  bent ; 
"The  Indians!    The  Indians  are  coming!"  he  shouted. 
"  Run,  Almira,  Louisa,  and  Mary  Jane  Kent!" 

The  children  stood  stock-still,  bereft  of  their  senses  ; 
Those  terrible  moments  they  came  and  they  went ; 
Then  all  of  a  sudden  their  senses  came  to  them. 
"  To  the  hall!  to  the  passage!"  cried  Mary  Jane  Kent. 

Theyopenedthetrap-door, — it  creaked  on  its  hinges,— 
And  down  the  dark  steps  of  the  passage  they  went, 

With  a  prayer  in  each  heart  for  God  to  deliver 
Almira,  Louisa,  and  Mary  Jane  Kent. 

The  Indians  came  on  with  dancing  and  singing ; 

They  burned  the  old  house,  and  to  ashes  it  went ; 
But  the  children  escaped  through  an   underground 
passage — 

Almira,  Louisa,  and  iSIarv  lane  Kent. 


CHRISTMAS   IN   OTHER  LANDS. 

BY  WILLIAM   BEUKMA  (AGE   15). 

It  would  perhaps  be  interesting  to 
hear  how  people  in  other  lands  celebrate 
Christmas. 

In  England,  Christmas  is  celeljrated  at 
the  present  time  much  the  same  as  here  ; 
ut  before  the  Commonwealth  they  spent 
Christmas  very  merrily. 

Each  family  procured  the  largest  log 
they  could,  and  on  Christmas  l^ve  it  was 
dragged  into  the  house  and  lighted.      It 
w  as  called  the  Yule  log,  and  it  was  consid- 
ered a  bad  omen   if  it  went  out  before 
It  was    consumed.       About   a   week   be- 
fore   Christmas    the 
men    of    the    family 
went  out   to   hunt  a 
boar,  for  this  animal 
was  very  common  in 
England    then,     and 
one  was  brought  home 
in  time  for  the  feast 
on  Christmas. 

The  head  of  the 
boar  was  served  gar- 
nished with  lemons, 
and  only  a  brave  man 
was  considered  fit  to 
carve  it.  The  day 
was  finished  _  with 
merrymaking. 

These  cus- 
toms died  out 
under  the  stern 
laws  of  the 
Puritans  until 
no  traces  re- 
mained. 
In  the  Catholic  countries,  Spain,  France,  Italy,  and 
Austria,  Christmas  is  solemnly  celebrated  in  the 
churches.  In  some  Austrian  towns  they  have  a  custom 
of  placing  lighted  candles  in  their  windows  to  give  light 
for  the  Christ  Child. 

In  Holland,  on  the  eve  of  December  6  (St.  Nicholas 
Day),  the  children  used 
to  fill  their  shoes  with 
grain  for  the  horse  St. 
Nicholas     was      sup- 
posed   to    ride,     and 
place     them    by    the 
fireside.    In  the  morn- 
ning   tlie   shoes   were 
found  full  of   sweet- 
meats   and    toys. 

The   nearness 
together  of  the 
gift-days    St. 
Nicholas 
D  a  y    a  n  d         /T     7  / y 
Christmas 
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'  WHO  IS  IT  '. 


BV  MARGARET  J     RUSSELL,  AGE  I3. 
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"our    old    SHOF.  "      BV    SAMUEL   D.    OTIS,    AGE    12.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 


caused  them  to  be  merged  into  one,  and  both  were  cele- 
brated on  Christmas  Day.  So  St.  Nicholas  became  as- 
sociated with  Christmas. 

In  Sweden,  a  sheaf  of  wheat  is  placed  outside  the  door 
for  the  birds,  and  in  some  places  a  cake  of  meal  is  placed 
outside  for  the  Christ  Child. 

DECEMBER. 

BY    ELSIE    N.    GUTMAN 
(AGE   14). 

'  See,  the  snow  is  fall- 
ing fast ; 
Come  out,  sis,  and 
play. 
Do  not  poke  up  in  the 
house ; 
Come  out,  come,  I 
say. 
"  Nou'  the  sun  is  shin- 
ing fine, — 
Come  out  quickly, 
girl,— 
And  the  sleighing  is 
divine ; 
O'er  the  snow  we  '11 
whirl." 
Sister  did  not  hear  a 
word 
(She's  of  the  League 
a  member), 
For     her    mind    was 
occupied 
With  St.  Nick  for 
December. 


THE  ROBIN'S  CHRISTMAS. 

BY    MARGUERITE    ASPINWALI.    (ac.E    I3). 

The  snow  had  been  falling  all  night,  anil  in 
the  morning  the  sun  had  come  out,  making  every- 
tliing  sparkle  l)rilliantly.  All  the  people  in  tlie 
houses  came  to  the  windows.  "  What  a  beauti- 
ful Christmas!"  they  would  say,  and  later  they 
would  appear  muffled  in  furs  and  buffalo  robes 
and  go  for  long  sleigh-rides,  returning  with  red 
noses  antl  ears,  U)  hurry  into  the  house  exclaim- 
ing, "  How  bitterly  cold  it  is  to-davl"  Now 
all  this  was  very  well  for  people  who  had  buffalo 
robes  and  warm  houses,  but  for  the  poor  little 
cold  and  hungry  robin  on  the  lawn  the  case  was 
very  different.  He  had  quite  despaired  of  find- 
ing a  worm,  for  he  had  been  hunting  all  morn- 
ing without  success.  But  worms  do  not  love 
the  snow  ;  and  yet  he  was  so  hungry! 

The  cold  increased.  Tlie  robin  settled  down 
on  a  dead  twig  outside  the  window  of  a  large 
house.  Inside  he  could  see  a  blazing  fire,  and 
in  one  corner  of  the  room  a  fir-tree  twinkled  with  candles 
and  toys.  Every  one  was  warm  and  happy  in  there. 
They  had  plenty  to  eat,  and  need  not  mind  the  cold. 

He  left  his  perch  and  hopped  upon  the  window-ledge, 
and  huddled  in  a  corner,  shivering.  Suddenly  the  win- 
dow opened  and  a  pretty  little  girl  looked  out.  "  Oh, 
you    poor,    cold,  hungry  robin!"    she  cried   pityingly; 


BRINGING   IN   THE    SADDLE   HERD. 
GILBERT,    AGE    II. 


BV    EDWARD   A. 


'THE    OLD    CLOCK    ON    THE    STAIRS. 
BV    RALPH    E.    DYAR,    AGE    1 7. 


WINTER   BUTTERFLIES. 

BY  AI.LEINE    LANGFORD  (AGE   13). 

Butterflies  are  coming,  coming  from  the  sky; 
They  are  soft  and  fluffy — see  how  fast  they  fly. 
They  are  coming  faster,  lighting  everywhere. 
Oh,  how  fast  they  're  coming,  flying  through  the  air! 
Now  they're  blocking  highways, lightingonthetrees  ; 
Then  they  fly  or  flutter  softly  in  the  breeze. 
They  have  made  a  cover  for  the  plants  and  grass. 
Lighting  on  the  housetops  quickly  as  they  pass. 
Can  you  quickly  guess,  now,  what  are  thesebutterflies  ? 
They  are  tiny  snowflakes  falling  from  the  skies. 


and  taking  him  gently  in  her  hands,  she  carried  him 
into  the  room,  and  shut  the  window.  She  took  him  to 
the  fire,  and  gave  him  a  nice  meal  of  bread-crumbs,  and 
then  let  him  fly  about.  He  was  very  friendly  and 
grateful,  and  after  flying  around  the  room  he  alighted 
—  where  do  you  think?  — on  the  topmost  branch  of  the 
Christmas  tree,  where  he  remained  very  happily  all 
day,  looking  gravely  about  him.  He  stayed  in  the 
house  for  two  days,  until  the  snow  had  gone,  and  all 
the  while  he  lived  in  the  Christ- 
mas tree,  nor  could  anything 
persuade  him  to  leave  it  until 
the  snow  had  entirely  dis- 
appeared. Then  he  flew 
regretfully  away. 


"a    GOOD    TACKLE."      BY    WALTER    1.    DOTHARD,    AGE    16. 
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Elise  Urquhart 
Elizabeth  D.  Kecler 
John  Paul  Jones,  Jr. 
Charles  Wharton 
Dorothy  A.  Bennett 
Donald  V.  Newhall 
Helen  Holly 
Karl  Ticdemann 
Kenneth  I.  Treadwell 
Arthur  J.  White 
George  D.  Roalfe 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

William  Carey  Hood 
Laura  Astor  Chanler 
Louise  B.  Myers 
Louise  Putnam 
Hannah  Stuart 
John  W.  Seley 
Thomas  S.  Eliot 
Alida  Smith  Pear 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
Mildred  D.  Woodbury 
Gertrude  Weinacht 
Daisy  de  Hensch 
Earl  D.  Matz 
John  D.  Matz 
Wendell  R.  Morgan 
Elizabeth  B.  Milliken 
Enid  M.  Schreiber 
Frances  Isabel  Ormiston 
Barclay  White,  Jr. 
Anna  B.  McFadon 
James  Gamble  Reighard 
Leda  Wallace 
K.  Bushnell 
Grace  Dickinson 
Luke  A.  Staley 
Lilla  A.  Greene 
Chades  R.  Selkirk 
Carl  W.  Boegehold 
Loulon  Sloet 
Grace  Dickinson 
Anna  B.  Moore 
Helena  S.  Lang 
Lillian  Menaugh 
William  Ives  Washburn,  Jr, 
Chester  S.  Wilson 
Margaret  Boyd  Copeland 
Helen  Frith 
Campbell  Townsend 
Alice  M.  Gorham 
John  R.  McCoy 
Robert  Y.  Hayne 
Matthew  Gault,  Jr. 
Russell  Hawes  Kettell 
James  J.  Polk 
Elizabeth  Coolidge 
Fred  Bonawitz 
Freda  Phillips 
Katherin  Coggin 
Elizabeth  Heroy 
Edward  Hooker  Taylor 
Edward  W.  Rice 
Frances  T.  Parker 
Gretchen  Franke 
Mary  Noyes 
Eleanore  Raoul 
Fay  Ressmeyer 
Elizabeth  Tenney 
Harriet  Marston 
Macy  Willets 
Charles  S.  Smith 
Rachel  Rhoades 
CJertrude  Hawk 
Lena  E.  Barksdale 
Paul  G.  Thebaud,Jr. 
Ina  F.  Thorne 
Ernest  Gloor,  Jr. 
Fred  Stegman 
Helen  L.  Cooper 
Violet  Van  Cortland 
Enid  Isaacson 


Thomas  Maclver,  Jr. 
Frances  Mears 
Dorothy  Fay 
Elsie  L.  Williams 
Reginald  French 
Elizabeth  \\  illiams 
Mildred  Ockcrt 
Adeline  L.  F.  Pepper 
Mary  Thompson 
Byain  Whitney 
Rebecca  W.  Hussey 
Arthur  P.  Smith 
Marie  G.  Ortmayer 
Herbert  Post 
Edward  B.  Fox 
Morris  Pratt 
Esmonde  Whitman 
Lydia  K.  Hopkins 
Elisabeth  1!.  Alley 
Frank  llodine 
Hildegarde  Allen 
Edith  Iva  Wordcn 
Mamie  .M.  Suddath 
Alice  Bushnell 
Eleanor  E.  Dana 
William  T.  Van  Nostrand 
Helen  W.  Reed 
Mary  Higginbottom 
Margaret  Denniston 
Reginald  Fitz 
Dorothy  Woodman 
Isabel  H.  Noble 
Dorothy  Noyes 
C.  B.  Andrews 
Mary  Noyes 
L.  Beatrice  Putzman 
Isabel  Crosby 

E.  Mane  Derge 

J.  Parsons  Greenleaf 
Elizabeth  M.  Hussey 
Maud  E.  Dillard 
Suzanne  Glover 
Bruce  C.  Kennedy 
W.  G.  Cane 
Mary  H.  (hinningham 
George  Willcitt 
Eno  Hanner 
Hugues  Jequier 
Charles  Yates 
Warren  Ordway 
Nathalie  V.  Bailey 
Rosamond  Sergeant 
S.  B.  Murray,  Jr. 
Ruby  F.  Allen 
Ruth  W.  Schultz 
Louisa  May  Waterman 
Edward  R.  Squibb 
Harold  R.  Callisen 
M.  G.  Osborne 

PUZZLES. 

Estelle  J.  Ellisson 
Priscilla  Lee 

F.  B.  Rives 
George  F.  Parsons 
Gertrude  L.  Cannon 
Dagmar  Curjel 
Doris  Webb 

Zane  Pyles 
Rosalie  L.  Hausmann 
Ruth  A.  Benjamin 
Marion  Pond 
Margaret  Brown 
Dorothy  Miner 
Elsie  Fisher  Steinheimer 
Anna  Benton 
Herbert  Allan  Boas 
Dorothy  Caiman 
Irla  Zimmerman 
Maurice  Elliott 
Alfred  P.  Merry  man 
Gladys  Williams 
Elizabeth  V.  C.  Jones 
Helen  Paxson 
Ruth  Bliss 
Marjorie  Wallbridge 
Helen  Greene 
Leonora  Stephens 
Lucile  G.  Weber 
William  D.  Warwick 
Mayburry  Smith 
Belle  Schonwasser 
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LEAGUE  NOTES  AND  LETTERS. 

This  is  a  photograph  month.  More  good  photographs  have  been 
received  than  ever  before  (with  the  exception  of  wild-animal  pic- 
tures), and  some  that  we  use  are  unusually  remarkable  For  instance, 
we  have  one  of  the  King  of  England  taking  a  walk,  as  unprotected 
as  any  citizen  ;  and,  what  is  still  more  interesting,  we  have  a  special 
picture  of  our  own  late  lamented  and  honored  President.  The  fol- 
lowing letter,  which  accompanied  the  photograph,  explains  how  this 
picture  was  taken : 

San  Fr.\ncisco,  C.al. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  When  President  McKinlcy  was  out  here 
he  lived  right  on  the  opposite  corner  from  us  and  I  had  a  very  good 
chance  to  see  him.  I  shook  hands  with  him  three  time-;,  and  he 
spoke  to  me  twice.  1  have  a  very  good  picture  of  him  that  I  took 
myself  with  a  kodak,  and  I  am  sending  it  to  you.  It  represents  the 
President  waving  to  his  sick  wife  as  he  was  leaving  for  a  drive. 
She  was  up  for  the  first  time  and  at  the  window.  I  am  fourteen 
years  old.  Yours  truly, 

Pearl  Schwartz. 

Marguerite  I\L  Hiller5^  a  very'  old  friend,  says  that  all  her  friends 
take  St.  Nicholas.  Miss  Hillery  would  like  us  to  resume  our 
"  Gems  from  Young  Poets  "  which  used  to  be  a  part  of  the  League. 
We  will  do  so  gladly  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  little  more  room. 

A  lady  writes  to  the  Leagu;  to  suggest  that  one  of  the  League 
aims  should  be  courtesy  and  good  manners.  In  England  there  is  a 
Children's  National  Guild  of  Courtesy,  which  is  said  to  be  accom- 
plishing great  good.  Certainly  a  like  organization  would  not  be  out 
of  place  in  America,  and  the  St.  Nicholas  League  members,  if  they 
live  up  to  its  ideals  of  nobler  living,  can  hardly  fail  to  be  gentle  and 
courteous  in  their  deportment  Hence,  those  who  wish  to  do  so 
may,  if  they  like,  give  to  the  League  a  subtitle  of  "  A  Society  for 
the  Development  of  Kindness,  Courtesy,  and  Talent." 

Doris  Webb,  an  old  friend  and  prize-winner,  sends  a  clever  and 
ingenious  St.  Nicholas  alphabet. 


THE   ST.    NICHOLAS   ALPHABET. 

BY    DORIS    WEBB  (AGE    l6). 

A  's  for  the  Articles  —  read  by  all  ages, 

B  's  "Books  and  Reading  " — most  popular  pages, 

C  's  for  the  Children  who  read  it  so  oft, 

D  's  their  Delight  when  it  's  flourished  aloft, 

E  's  for  the  Elves  —  inside  without  doubt, 

F  's  for  the  Fairies  who  often  peep  out, 

G  's  the  Gold  Badge  —  most  earnestly  sought, 

H  is  for  History  —  pleasantly  taught, 

I  's  Illustrations  —  most  lovely  to  see, 

J  's  for  the  Jingles  — as  gay  as  can  be, 

K  's  useful  Knowledge  —  so  easily  gained, 

L  's  for  the  League  —  its  success  has  n't  waned, 

M  's  for  its  Motto  of  learning  and  living, 

N  's  "  Nature  and  Science,"  much  interest  giving, 

O  's  for  Old  numbers,  now  treasured  with  care, 

P  's  for  the  Poems  we  find  here  and  there, 

Q  's  for  our  Questions  when  we  "  want  to  know," 

R  's  for  the  Kiddles  that  puzzle  us  so, 

S  for  St.  Nicholas  —  long  may  it  last ! 

T  's  for  its  Tales  of  the  present  and  past, 

U  's  for  its  Union  of  study  and  play, 

V  's  former  Volumes,  in  battered  array, 
W  's  Winner  of  badges  or  mention, 

X  is  for  Xcellence,  sure  of  attention, 

Y  is  for  Young  People  —  all  of  them  need  it, 
Z  's  for  the  Zeal  of  the  children  to  read  it. 

Other  entertaining  and  complimentary  letters  have  been  received 
from  Louisa  Wardrope,  Dagmar  Florence  Curjel,  Hugo  Graf,  Lucy 
S.  Robinson,  John  Seley,  John  R.  Boyd,  Benjamin  F.  McGuckin, 
Anne  Kress,  Florence  Rust,  Benjamin  F.  Burch  (with  copy  of  the 
"Philatelic  Era,"  a  bright  paper),  Margaret  Miller  Burnham,  Imo- 
gene  Bastque  Pierce,  Bessie  Marshall, 
Vera  Matson,  David  M.  Cheney,  Ralph 
P.  Blackledge  (too  long  —  cannot  use  ma- 
terial of  this  sort),  Yvonne  Jequier  (with 
suggestion  for  a  League  for  members  over 
18),  Frederick  S.  Brandenburg,  John  A. 
Ross,  H.  H.  D.  Klinker,  Anna  L.  James 
(with  picture),  Jean  Olive  Heck,  Margaret 
Marsh,  Wendell  R.  Morgan,  Bertha  Car- 
men Herbst,  Curtis  Hoppin  Nance  (with 
long  letter  on  the  Philippines  —  loo  long), 
Theodora  Kimball,  and  with  pictures  from 
Hugh  Melvin,  Levering  Hill,  and  Gordon 
Burton  Smith. 


CHAPTERS. 

Owing  to  the  great  number  of  contributions  received  this  month, 
and  the  many  good  ones  selected  for  use,  we  have  been  obliged  to 
condense  our  chapter  report.  All  the  chapters  are  prospering,  and 
many  new  ones  are  forming.     These  will  be  reported  as  rapidly  as 

possible. 

A   FEW   OF  THE   NEW   CHAPTERS. 

No.  361.  "Valentine  Chapter."  Anna  White,  Secretary;  eight 
members.     Address,  Box  174,  Lansdowne,  Pa. 

No.  362.  "  Merry  Six."  Anna  Smith,  President;  Marjory  Marsh, 
Secretary  ;  six  members.     Address,  Decorah,  la. 

No.  363.  "Cyclone  City  Club."  Mary  Sanders,  President ;  Mazie 
Regan,  Secretary;  eight  members.  Address,  Southwest  St., 
Grinnell,  la. 

No.  364.  "Jolly  Six."  Alice  Rogers,  President;  Beatrice  Weeks, 
Secretary;  six  members.     Address,  Grove  St.,  Barre,  Mass. 

No.  365.  "Clover  Leaf."  Three  members.  Address,  892  Elm- 
wood  Ave.,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

No.  366.  Louisa  Hodge,  President ;  Charlotte  Hodge,  Secretary  ; 
three  members.     Address,  316  W.  io8th  St.,  New  York  City. 

No.  367.  "Family  Chapter."  Eva  Neill,  President;  James 
Neill,  Secretary  ;  four  members.     Address,  La  Grande,  Ore. 

No.  368.  W.  Barclay  Doron,  President;  John  Ross,  Secretary; 
six  members.     Address,  312  E.  14th  St.,  Davenport,  la. 

No.  369.  "The  Beavers."  Florence  Turner,  President ;  Helen 
Conolly,  Secretary;  five  members.     Address,  Brockville,  Ont.,  Can. 


PRIZE   COMPETITION    No.  27. 

The  St.  Nicholas  League  awards  gold  and  silver  badges  each 
month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings,  photographs,  puzzles, 
and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Special  Cash  Prize.  To  any  League  member  who  has  won 
a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achievements,  and  shall 
again  win  first  place,  a  cash  prize  0/ five  dollms  will  be  awarded, 
instead  pf  another  gold  badge. 

Competition  No.  zj  will  close  December  15  (for  foreign  members 
December  20).  The  awards  will  be  announced  and  prize  contribu- 
tions published  in  St.  Nicholas  for  March. 

Vekse.  To  contain  not  more  than  twenty-four  lines,  and  may  be 
illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two  drawings  or  photo- 
graphs by  the  author.  Subject  to  contain  the  word  "hope"  or 
"hopes." 

Prose.  Stoiy,  article,  or  play  of  not  more  than  four  hundred 
words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two 
drawings  by  the  author.  Subject,  "  My  Narrow  Escape,"  and  must 
be  a  true  story.     May  be  humorous  or  serious. 

Photogr.aph.  Any  size,  mounted  or  unmounted,  but  no  blue 
prints  or  negatives.     Subject,  "  Chilly  Days." 

Drawing.  India  ink,  very  black  writing-ink,  or  wash  (not 
color).  Subject,  "Sketched  from  Life."  May  be  landscape  or  in- 
terior, with  or  without  figures. 

Puzzle.  Any  sort,  the  answer  to  contain  some  word  or  words 
relating  to  the  March  season. 

Puzzle-a.mswers.  Best,  neatest,  and  most  complete  set  of  an- 
swers to  puzzles  in  this  issue  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photograph.  To  encourage  the  pur- 
suing of  game  with  a  camera  instead  of  a  gun.  For  the  best  photo- 
graph of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken  iti  its  natural  home :  First 
Prize,  five  dollars  and  League  gold  badge  Second  Prize,  three 
dollars  and  League  gold  badge.      Third  Prize,  League  gold  badge. 


ADVERTISING   COMPETITION    No.  9. 

A  report  of  this  competition  with  a  list  of  prize-winners  will  be 
found  on  advertising  page  9. 


RULES    FOR   ALL   COMPETITIONS. 

Every  contribution  of  whatever  kind  tnust  bear  the  name,  age,  and 
addressofthesendcr,  andbeindorsed  as  "original"  by  parent,  teacher, 
or  guardian,  -m/io  must  be  cottvinced  beyond  doubt  that  tlie  contribu- 
tion is  not  copied,  but  w  holly  the  work  of 
ihe  sender.  If  prose,  the  number  of  words 
should  also  be  added.  These  things  must 
not  be  on  a  separate  sheet,  but  oti  the  con- 
tribution itself —  if  a  manuscript,  on  the 
upper  margin  ;  if  a  picture,  on  the  margin 
or  back.  Write  or  draw  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.  A  contributor  m.ay  send  but 
one  contribution  a  month  —  not  one  of  each 
kind,  but  one  only.  Members  are  not 
obliged  to  contribute  every  month.  Ad- 
dress all  communications: 

The  St.  Nicholas  League, 
Union  Square,  New  York. 


BY  BETH  HOWARD,  AGE  14. 


THE   LETTER-BOX. 


Berkeley,  Cm,. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  would  like  to  tell  you  about 
the  Cozy  Nook  Club.  Last  summer  some  of  us  boys 
decided  to  have  a  club-house  in  a  tree.  The  boys  in 
the  club  were  Russell,  Roland,  Pier,  John,  Marshall, 
Sheldon,  Lair,  and  Stephen  (myself).  Wc  chose  a  tree 
to  build  the  house  in,  and  gathered  up  some  lumber. 
Then  we  began  building.  First  we  put  some  beams 
across  the  branches,  and  laid  the  floor  on  ihem.  John 
had  some  pieces  of  a  shed-roof  that  he  gave  us,  and  we 
pulled  them  up  into  the  tree  by  ropes,  and  we  had  a 
hard  time  doing  it,  too.  We  bought  some  shingles,  and 
soon  had  the  roof  shingled  to  keep  the  rain  out.  Then 
our  lumber  was  used  up,  and  we  had  no  money  to  buy 
some  more;  so  we  had  a  circus  and  made  two  dollars 
on  it,  and  bought  enough  lumber  to  finish  the  house, 
and  we  are  working  on  it  now.  The  house  is  seventeen 
feet  long,  and  six  or  seven  feet  wide.  This  is  the  kind 
of  flag  we  have : 


Our  colors 
are  blue, 
red,  and 
brown. 


Good-by,  from 

Stephen  Field  Christy. 

P.  S.  I  will  write  some  more  in  a  few  months  about 
the  Cozy  Nook  Club.  I  got  St.  Nicholas  last  Christ- 
mas, and  I  was  very  much  pleased.  Roland  is  my  chum, 
and  Russell  is  my  cousin. 


Fort  Grant,  Arizona. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  an  army  girl  and  I  travel 
around  a  great  deal.  Year  before  last  I  was  in  Cuba, 
and  I  stayed  there  a  year  and  a  half. 

Often  we  would  have  a  cloud-burst. 

Last  year  papa  was  ordered  away  to  Fort  Grant, 
Arizona.  There  is  an  Apache  Indian  camp  a  half  a  mile 
from  the  post,  and  I  see  a  great  many  Indians. 

They  make  some  of  the  most  beautiful  baskets  and 
ollas  I  ever  saw. 

We  have  a  great  many  Navajo  rugs  that  we  sent  to 
Fort  Wingate,  New  Mexico,  for. 

They  are  made  by  the  Navajo  Indians. 

The  post  is  situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Graham 
Mountains.  Sincerely, 

Marguerite  Cole. 


Manchester. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  As  an  English  reader  of  your 
magazine  I  am  interested  in  the  letters  concerning  the 
Cromwell  monuments.  I  believe  that  until  last  year 
the  statue  in  Manchester  was  the  only  monument  to 
Cromwell  in  England.  Your  correspondent  in  the  July 
number  gave  a  splendid  description  of  the  statue,  but 
there  was  a  slight  mistake  as  to  the  name  of  the  nearest 
station.  There  are  two  stations  quite  near,  Victoria  and 
Kx'  iinngt:;  but  Oxford  Road  is  almost  on  the  outskirts 
of  the  city.  In  the  early  part  of  last  year  a  statue  was 
put  up  in  London.  It  is  near  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  front  of  the  old  Westminster  Hall.  Cromwell 
is  represented  with  a  scroll  in  his  hand,  and  wearing  a 


costume  similar  to  that  of  the  statue  in  Manchester.  He 
stands  upon  a  granite  pedestal,  at  the  foot  of  which  is 
carved  a  recumbent  lion.  The  .'•talue  faces  Westminster 
Abbey. 

I  have  never  written  to  you  before,  but  I  thought  that 
your  readers  would  perhaps  like  to  hear  about  the  Crom- 
well monuments  from  one  who  has  seen  them  both.  I 
take  a  great  interest  in  St.  Nicholas,  and  enjoy  the 
stories  very  much  indeed.  I  think  that  the  serial  "  A 
Boy  of  a  Thousand  Years  Ago  "  was  splendid,  and  I  am 
very  fond  of  all  historical  tales.  Wishing  you  every  suc- 
cess, I  am,  Yours  very  truly, 

A  "Manchestrian." 


Paris. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  My  sisters  have  taken  you  for 
years  and  liked  you  very  much.  Now  they  are  grown 
up,  and  I  am  taking  you,  and  I  enjoy  all  the  stories  very 
much.  I  especially  liked  "  Quicksilver  Sue,"  "  Betty," 
and  "Trinity  Bells."     I  like  the  continued  stories  best. 

My  home  is  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  we  are  all  spend- 
ing the  winter  in  Paris.  \Ve  have  seen  many  mterest- 
ing  things.  We  have  seen  Napoleon's  tomb,  the  Pan- 
theon, Notre  Dame,  and  many  other  places,  but  I  like 
the  little  Church  of  St.-£tienne  the  best. 

The  other  day  we  saw  "  Robinson  Crusoe  "  given  as 
a  French  play.  It  was  very  different  from  the  real 
story.  In  the  play,  Robinson  Crusoe  was  married  and 
had  a  little  boy.  His  little  boy  was  fishing  one  day,  and 
found  in  the  mouth  of  one  fish  a  piece  of  paper  which 
Robinson  Crusoe  had  written  on  the  island,  telling 
where  he  was  and  asking  for  help.  Then  Mrs.  Crusoe 
sent  an  expedition  which  found  him.  Robinson  Crusoe 
looked  just  as  he  does  in  pictures,  with  his  big  umbrella 
and  funny  fur  cap,  and  his  leggings  made  of  skin.  He 
had  a  real  parrot,  a  sheep,  and  a  dog  on  the  stage. 

Christmas  Eve  he  went  to  sleep  in  his  hut  and 
dreamed  of  his  home,  and  the  scene  changed  and  you 
could  see  what  he  was  dreaming  about. 

On  Christmas  Eve  here  in  Paris  we  went  to  midnight 
mass  at  St.-Sulpice.  The  church  is  very  old  and  large. 
It  was  very  crowded.  We  went  an  hour  beforehand 
and  only  got  seats  near  the  back  of  the  church.  The 
church  was  lighted  with  a  great  many  candles,  and  just 
before  twelve  a  large  star  of  red  and  pale  yellow  lights 
came  out  over  the  altar.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  bells 
rang  and  the  two  organs  began  to  play,  first  one  and 
then  the  other,  and  the  choir-boys  sang  Christmas 
carols.     We  all  enjoyed  it  very  much. 

I  am  going  to  a  French  school  here,  where  the  chil- 
dren speak  only  French.  We  play  in  the  Luxembourg 
gardens  for  an  hour  every  day.  The  children  here  play 
mostly  with  green  tops,  which  they  hit  with  a  stick  to 
make  go.     I  have  one,  but  cannot  make  it  go  well. 

The  boys  here  wear  funny  little  black  aprons,  and 
some  wear  wooden  shoes  ;  they  make  a  great  noise. 

I  have  been  down  the  Seine  in  a  little  boat,  and  have 
seen  the  Exposition  buildings  which  are  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  and  are  very  beautiful,  but  were  not  half 
finished  then.  Our  French  cook's  husband  worked  on 
the  roof  of  the  United  States  Building. 

I  enjoy  the   St.  Nicholas  more  than  ever,  here  in 
Paris,  because  I  have  no  other  English  books  to  read. 
From  your  twelve-year-old  reader, 

Edith  L.  Cutter. 
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ANSWERS   TO   PUZZLES   IN  THE   NOVEMBER    NUMBER. 


Double  Acrostic.  Primals,  Pilgrim ;  fin.ils,  Fathers.  Cross- 
words: I.  Proof.  2.  India.  3.  Liszt.  4.  Girth.  5.  Rogue.  6. 
Inter.     7.   Miles. 

Lost  Letters.  Pumpkin  pie.  i.  Le-p-er.  2.  Mo-u-th.  3. 
Le-m-on.  4.  Ma-p-le.  5.  Li-k-en.  6.  Lo-i-re.  7.  Mi-n-ce.  8. 
Pi-p-er.     9.  Po-i-se.     10.  Cl-e-an. 

Concealed  Wokd-square.  i.  Back.  2.  Area.  3.  Cent.  4. 
Kate. 

Novel  Acrostic.  Initials,  Thanksgiving;  central  letters,  Elec- 
tion Days.  Cross-words:  i.  Treat.  2.  Helps.  3.  Arena.  4. 
Necks.  5.  Kites.  6.  Saint.  7.  Gloom.  8.  Inner.  9.  Vodka. 
10.   Image.     11.  Noyls.     12.  Gasps. 

Illustrated  Numerical  Enigma.  Governor  William  Brad- 
ford. 

Double  Dockings.  Centrals,  Church,  i.  Pl-ace-d.  2.  Mo- 
ihe-r.     3.   Al-bum-s.     4.   Be-are-r.     5.   Sp-ice-s.     6.   Fa-the-r. 


Double  Diagonal.  From  i  to  2,  Thanks ;  3  to  4,  giving. 
Cross-words:  i.  Trying.  2.  Chopin.  3.  Graven.  4.  Chintz.  5. 
Knocks.     6.  (Jreeks. 

Novel   Zigzag.      Cross-words:     i.   An-ces-tor.      2.  Am-bro-sia. 

3.  E-qua-tor.  4.  Pli-ant-ly.  5.  De-bat-er.  6.  Pro-fes-sor.  7.  De- 
ter-mine.  8.  Con-tri-tion.  9.  Pun-ish-ment.  10.  Ex-cep-tion. 
II.   Pre-des-tine.     Zigzag,  Cranberries. 

Beheadings.     Yachting,     i.    Y-ore.      2.     A-bout.     3.     Clever 

4.  H-ate.     5.  T-ether.     6.   Ideal.     7.   N-arrow.     8.  G-lobe. 

Phonetic  Additions.  1.  Sir-ten,  certain.  2.  Cur-ten,  curtain. 
3.  Shore-ten,  shorten.  4.  Fry-ten,  frighten.  5.  Mole-ten,  molten. 
6.   Lie-ten,  lighten.     7.  Tie-len,  tighten.     8.   Hie-ten,  heighten. 

Primal  Acrostic  and  Diagonal.    From  i  to  2,  Pilgrims;  1  to 

3,  Plymouth.     Cross-words:    i.  Physical.     2.  Illinois.     3.  Loyalist. 

4.  Garments.  5.  Response.  6.  Insecure.  7.  Mutilate.  8. 
Strength. 


To  our  Puzzlers:  Answers,  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  magazine,  must  be  received  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  and 
should  be  addressed  to  St.  Nicholas  Riddle-box,  care  of  The  Century  Co.,  33  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Answers  to  all  the  Puzzles  in  the  September  Number  were  received,  before  September  15th,  from  Joe  Carlada  —  M.  Mc.G. — 
''  The  Thayer  Co."  —  Louise  Atkinson  —  Charles  Stevens  Crouse  —  Bertha  Kellogg  K. —  Edyth  F.  Vermeulen  —  Margaret  W.  Gilholm  — 
''Allil  and  Adi"  — Olive  R.  T.  Griffin  —  Pauline  Coppee  Duncan— P.  W.  White,  Jr.  — Edythe  R.  Carr. 

Answers  to  Puzzles  in  the  September  Number  were  received,  before  September  isth,  from  Alice  L.  H.,  11  —  Daniel  M. 
Miller,  9  —  Ruth  E.  Frost,  2  —  Florence  and  Edna,  9 —  "  Winifred  and  Bessie,"  9  —  Agnes  R.  Lane,  2  —  Mabel  B.  Clark,  2 — "Etta, 
Betty,  and  the  Bird,"  8  —  Ernest  Gregory,  11  —  "Somebody  and  Nobody,"  11  —  Norman  S.  Sherwood,  5  —  Nettie  Lawrence,  1 
—  Eleanor  R.  McClees,  n  —  Marjone  Rossiter,  7  —  Bessie  Gallys,  3 — Rosalie  L.  Housmaiin,  7  —  Grace  L.  Craven,  4 — Zenobia  C. 
Aymar,  5  —  Margaret  Abbutt,  i  —  Willie  Naeseth,  i  —  Sara  A.  Cheesman,  i  —  Alice  Robinson,  i  —  Gladys  C,  Hinckley,  i. 


DOUBLE    ACROSTIC. 

My  primals  name  a  well  known  autlior,  and  my  finals 
one  of  his  books. 

Cross-words  :  i.  An  old-fashioned  dance.  2.  A  mu- 
sical term  meaning  "  slow."  3.  Measure.  4.  Instru- 
ments for  cutting.  5.  A  city  of  Kansas.  6.  A  graceful 
tree.     7.  In  a  light  or  affected  manner.     8.  To  lead  on. 

9.    Closer.  HELE.M    MURPHY. 

A   CHRISTMAS   TREE. 

(Silver Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 
I 


jCross-words:    I.   In  Santa  Claus.     2.   A   pronoun. 
3.   An  Asiatic   country.      4.     Harmony.      5.     Summer 


blossoms.  6.  Conquest.  7.  A  European  country.  8. 
A  South  American  country.  9.  Helping.  10.  In  Kris 
Kringle.  11.  In  Christmas.  12.  Frequently.  13. 
Distinguished. 

From  I  to  2,  something  pleasant  to  receive. 

ERNEST    GREGORY. 


"WORD-SQUARE. 

2.  A  part  of  the  body. 


I.  Quick.  2.  A  part  of  the  body.  3.  To  esca])e  from 
cleverly.  4.  A  kind  of  earthwork.  5.  General  di- 
rection. HELEN   MURPHY. 

BEHEADINGS. 

I.  Behead  a  garment  and  leave  an  animal.  2.  Behead 
to  hurt  and  leave  part  of  the  body.  3.  Behead  proportion 
and  leave  the  goddess  of  vengeance.  4.  Behead  an  idol 
and  leave  to  study.  5.  Behead  market  and  leave  a  bev- 
erage. 6.  Behead  lofly  and  leave  everything.  7-  ^^- 
head  to  disguise  and  leave  to  inquire.  8.  Behead  a  tiny 
particle  and  leave  a  masculine  nickname.  9.  Behead 
minute  particles  of  stone  and  leave  a  conjunction.  ID. 
Behead  severe  and  leave  craft.  11.  Behead  a  vegetable 
and  leave  to  cover  with  a  preparation  of  sugar.  12. 
Behead  a  famous  garden  and  leave  a  retreat.  13.  Be- 
head to  see  and  leave  one  who  keeps  a  constant  watch. 

The  beheaded  letters  will  spell  the  name  of  an  object 
that  may  prove  to  be  very  common. 

GEORGE  FISH  PARSONS,  JR.  (League  Member). 
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THE    RIDDLE-BOX. 


RHYMKD  NUMERICAL   ENIG3IA. 

(Gold  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

When  the  omitted  words  are  rightly  supplied, 
the  letters  forming  them  will  make  the  Christmas 
quotation  in  the  last  two  lines. 

The  29-42-39-14-30-10-43-28-38  bells  are  ringing; 

Sweet  through  the  45-17-44-12-36-31-16-6  air 
Comes  the  sound  of  voices  singing 

From  the  old  29-19-23-47-29-46-37  there. 

Faintly  at  first  they  echo. 

Then  ever  stronger  8-4-40-35-24 
They  fade  in  the  perfect  music 

Of  a  single  rapturous  22-33-47-15. 

Higher  it  21-32-42-43-21,  and  higher  ; 
26-II-27-4-29-36-12-I  the  starry  sky. 
Till  angels  once  more  sing  41-36-13-19  men 
gi  The  3-2-34,  old  45-20-2-9-25-5. 

A       It  4-36-47- 1 8-2 1  from  the  vault  of  heaven 
J  And  30-29-14-7-46-21  back  again  : 

••1-2-3-4-5  6-769-10  II-12   13-14-15 
16- 1 7- 1 8- 1 9-20-2 1 -22 
23-24-25  26-27-28-29-30,  31-32-33-34-35-36-37 
38-39-40-41-42-43-44  45-46-47^" 

.ANTOINETTE  GREENE. 

ZIGZAG. 

All  the  words  described  contain  the  same  number  of 
letters.  When  rightly  guessed,  and  written  one  below 
another,  the  zigzag,  beginning  at  the  upper  right-hand 
letter,  will  spell  a  common  name. 

Cross-words:  i.  One  of  the  planets  of  the  solar 
system.  2.  To  rend.  3.  A  feminine  name.  4.  Mi- 
nute. 5.  A  bucket.  6.  A  spice.  7.  To  cry  out.  8.  To 
gather.    9.  Fortune.     10.  A  fish. 

ESTELLK  J.  ELLISSON  (League  Member). 

A  CHRISTMAS   ZIGZAG. 

(Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

I     .     .     3     .      . 


Cross-words  :  i.  The  South  American  alligator.  2. 
A  masculine  name.  3.  Missile  weapons.  4.  Boundaries. 
5.  A  mariner.     6.  One  who  designs  on  metal  by  means 


of  acid.       7.    The  highest  point, 
men's    clothes.      9.    A    brook. 

From   I   to  2  and  from  3  to  4  are  both  familiar 
words  nowadays.  william  ELLIS  KEYSOR. 

A  FINAX   ZIGZAG. 

.    I    . 

.     .    2 

•  3  • 

•  ■  4 

■  5  • 
.  .  6 

■  7  ■ 


Cross-WORDS:  I.  A  well  known  fruit.  2.  Gaiety 
accompanied  with  laughter.  3.  A  jewel  esteemed  for 
its  fine  luster.  4.  A  South  .\merican  country.  5.  A 
quadruped  that  is  not  as  necessary  to  man  as  it  formerly 
was.  6.  A  man  of  great  stature.  7.  A  dwarf.  8.  An 
Asiatic  country.    9.  To  make  a  short  stop. 

From  I  to  9,  a  welcome  holiday. 

PRISCILLA  LEE  (League  Member). 

CONNECTED  DIAMONDS. 


3  *  »  ^  4 
2 


I.  Upper  Diamond:  i.  In  flabbergast.  2.  Part  of 
the  body.  3.  To  bear  from  a  more  distant  to  a  nearer 
place.     4.   Finish.     5.   In  flabbergast. 

II.  Left-hand  Diamond:  i.  In  flabbergast.  2. 
A  measure  for  cloth.  3.  To  throw.  4.  A  tavern.  5. 
In  flabbergast. 

III.  Right-hand  Diamond:  i.  In  flabbergast.  2. 
A  tree  which  often  grows  to  great  size  and  lives  many 
centuries.  3.  A  fine,  soft,  and  valuable  fur.  4.  The  whole 
number,  quantity,  or  amount.     5.    In  flabbergast. 

IV.  Lower  Diamond:  i.  In  flabbeigast.  2.  An 
animal.  3.  To  part  with.  4.  A  period  of  lime.  5. 
In  flabbergast. 

From  I  to  2,  what  all  like  to  receive  at  the  holiday 
season  ;  from  3  to  4,  what  all  like  to  give  at  the  holiday 
season.  dagmar  cukjel 

(Winner  of  a  silver  badge). 
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If  Peggy  had  not  been  so  deeply  absorbed  "  Oh,  I  'm  a  modern  magician,  you  know," 
in  her  thoughts  she  must  have  heard  the  foot-  answered  Uncle  John,  gravely.  "  Any  in- 
steps of  her  Uncle  John  when  he  came  and  quiries  to  make  to-day  about  future  events  ?  " 
looked  over  her  shoulder.  The  autumn  rain  "  No ;  but  truly,"  Peggy  was  insisting,  when 
was  dripping  fi-om  the  dull  yellow  leaves  of  the  a  gruff  voice  was  heard  from  under  the  table, 
trees,  and  whirling  them  in  tempestuous  voyages  where  a  pair  of  spectacles  seemed  to  be  in  im- 
down  the  gutters  on  both  sides  of  the  street,  minent  danger  of  falling  into  a  bulky  volume, 
beating  the  scanty  grass  on  the  lawn,  the  pa-  —  that  may  have  been  Caesar,  but  looked  like 


tient  horses,'and  shivering  passers-by  in  a  per- 
sistent attack,  as  if  determined  to  make  its  last 
effort  of  spite  before  the  soft  snow  should  wrap 
the  landscape  in  its  comforting  embrace.  Not 
a  summery  outlook,  certainly,  nor  one  in  which 


"  Gulliver's  Travels," —  read  in  semi-darkness 
between  two  dusty  elbows. 

"  I  '11  bet  a  penny,"  said  the  voice,  "  that 
you  can't  tell  what  I  'm  thinking  of!  " 

"  Perhaps  not  exactly,  most  valiant  nephew," 


you  would  have  expected  a  hvely  little  girl  to  said  Uncle  John,  speaking  this  time  with  slow, 

find  such  promise  of  out-of-door  enjoyment  as  rolling  intonation  and  the  air  of  a  tragedy  hero, 

would  keep  her  restless  attention  chained  for  "  but  I  would  wager  the  half  of  my  ducats  that 

the  long,  silent  half-hour  that  had  passed ;  and  —  at  —  this  —  very  —  moment  —  you  —  are  — 

yet  this  extraordinary  uncle  leaned  over  and  wondering  if  Bacon  wrote  Shakspere.     Am  I 

whi.spered  in  the  golden-veiled  little  ear  :  right  ?  " 

"  I  think  that  you  will  certainly  win  in  next  The   spectacled  youth  —  Ted  was  fourteen, 

June's  tennis  tournament,  Peggy!"  but  looked  older  —  was  open-mouthed.     "My 

Peggy  wheeled  round  on  the  window-seat,  gracious,  you  almost  hit  it ! "  he  cried.    "  I  was 

quite  pale  with  astonishment.  wondering   if  Shakspere   ever   visited    Venice. 

"  How  in  all  the  world  did  you  guess  that  Now,  did  you  read  my  thoughts,  honestly  ? " 

I    was    thinking    of    the    tournament?"    she  "We  shall  have  to  call  you   'Uncle  John, 

quavered.     "  I  have  n't  said  one  word  !  "  Mind- Reader,'  "  was  Peggy's  suggestion. 

Copyright,  1901,  by  The  Century  Co.     All  rights  reserved. 
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UNCLE    JOHN,    MIXD-READER. 


[Jan. 


Uncle  John  settled  himself  leisurely  in  his 
big  leather  chair  and  turned  a  twinkling  eye 
upon  the  eager  children.  "  I  was  only  tapping 
the  regular  telegraph  line,"  said  he,  teasingly. 
"  Ran  a  little  ahead  of  time  in  your  case,  Ted." 

"  Uncle,  you  are  horrid  !  "  cried  Peggy.  "  I 
just  believe  you  willed  us  to  think  those  things, 
like  the  wicked  goblin  I  was  reading  about 
yesterday  in  my  '  Gray  Fairy  Book.'  " 

"Well,  I  did  and  I  did  n't,  litde  Peggy. 
Would  you  really  like  to  know  ?  It  would  n't 
bother  you  to  hear  a  real  explanation?  After 
all,  there  's  nothing  simpler  in  the  world  than 
my  little  trick.  See,  this  is  the  idea  of  it : 
Suppose  old  Rover  here  on  the  hearth-rug 
hears  you  calling  on  the  other  side  of  a  field  of 
Deacon  Jones's  best  timothy.  He  never  stops 
to  think  that  Deacon  Jones  will  be  furious,  not 
he !  He  plunges  across,  the  quickest  way. 
Well,  now,  the  next  time  Rover  comes  by  that 
field,  how  is  he  most  likely  to  go  across?  By 
his  own  path,  is  n't  he  ?  The  way  he  went 
before.  And  if  you  stood  on  the  other  side 
and  heard  him  barking,  you  'd  know  pretty 
well  at  what  spot  the  old  brown  nose  would 
appear.  Now  in  that  restless  brain  of  yours 
you  're  making  paths  for  thought  all  the  time. 
You  know  that  the  postman  does  n't  often 
bring  you  anything  but  your  good  St.  Nicho- 
las, and  you  've  made  a  little  path  between 
your  thought  of  mail-time  and  your  magazine  — 
and  when  the  end  of  the  month  comes  on,  I 
fancy  you  travel  that  path  pretty  often  when 
you  hear  the  postman's  ring.  But  for  every 
thought  you  have  half  a  dozen  possible  paths ; 
only  the  one  you  travel  oftenest  is  the  one 
you  're  likely  to  travel  next  time,  and  by  just 
the  same  stations." 

"  I  see,"  said  Peggy,  thoughtfully.  "  Then 
something  made  you  think  just  now  I  was 
traveling  my  tennis-path  ?  " 

"  Yes.  About  ten  minutes  ago  Mr.  Jenkins 
passed  the  window.  Now,  we  don't  know  Mr. 
Jenkins  very  well ;  the  only  thing  we  notice 
about  him  is  that  every  summer  afternoon  we 
see  him  driving  out  to  the  Athletic  Club  — 
easiest  path  for  Mr.  Jenkins !  Well,  then. 
Athletic  Club.  I  knew  you  did  n't  play  golf;  I 
knew  you  delighted  in  tennis  —  easiest  path 
awav  from  the  Athletic  Clul).     Then  I  knew 


you  wanted  immensely  to  win  the  girls'  cup ; 
and  I  will  confess  I  saw  you  put  your  arm 
into  position  for  a  good  serve, —  though  that 
was  '  no  fair,'  of  course, —  and  there  you  are  !  " 

"  And  for  me,"  said  Ted,  "  you  willed  me  to 
think  of  Shakspere,  did  n't  you?  I  know  my 
first  thought,  when  you  began  to  speak  so  sol- 
emnly and  slowly,  was  Henry  Irving  as  I  heard 
him  last  week." 

"You  're  right,  Ted;  and  the  path  was  opened 
to  Venice  by  throwing  the  word  '  ducats '  in 
your  way.  But  I  'd  heard  you  discussing  the 
Bacon  matter  yesterday  with  your  father,  and 
took  my  chances  of  your  getting  to  that  point 
in  time  for  my  question.  So  you  see  it  's  like  a 
sausage-mill :  1  throw  in  my  meat  at  one  end, 
and  I  can  look  for  its  coming  out  again  in  the 
particular  kind  of  sausage  you  offer.  Peggy 
makes  'em  flavored  with  fresh  air,  and  dew,  and 
little  girls'  games ;  but  you,  old  fellow,  use  decid- 
edly musty  spices  of  the  Orient  and  bygone 
days.  Then,  there  's  another  thing,  to  go  back 
to  our  paths  :  it  is  n't  always  the  oldest  and  the 
broad-trodden,  but  sometimes  the  newest,  if 
it  is  pretty  deep-plowed,  that  you  '11  take. 
You  remember  how  I  expected  you  to  take  the 
Bacon  one,  because  you  made  that  only  yester- 
day." 

Ted  was  plunged  in  meditation,  gazing  with 
wrinkled  forehead  into  the  fire.  "  I  don't  think 
I  like  that,"  said  he.  "  You  'd  know  all  a  fel- 
low 's  up  to,  supposing  you  know  his  paths." 

"  That  's  the  point,"  laughed  Uncle  John  — 
"supposing  I  know  his  paths!  But  I  can  tell 
you  there  are  lots  of  things  to  find  out  about  a 
fellow's  paths.  Suppose  you  and  Peggy  take 
your  pencils,  and  I  '11  show  you  what  I  mean." 

Ted  drew  his  fountain-pen  from  his  pocket, 
but  Peggy  would  not  be  satisfied  until  she  had 
possessed  herself  of  Uncle  John's  silver  pencil 
and  a  sheet  of  mama's  best  stiff  and  crested 
note-paper. 

"  Now  here  's  a  good  gray  word,"  said  Uncle 
John  ;  "  no  especial  paths  made  for  it,  no  especial 
exploration  of  its  country,  so  we  can  start 
fair.  Now  write  down  as  quickly  as  possible  a 
hst  of  words  in  the  order  in  which  they  come 
into  your  minds  after  writing  the  first  word,  and 
—  we  shall  see  what  we  shall  see.  Attention ! 
Present  pencils  !     Now,  all  ready  :   Horse  !  " 


UNCLE    JOHN,     MIND-READER. 
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For  three  minutes  there  was  a  diHgent  scratch- 
ing Ted  stared  into  vacancy,  and  now  and 
again  made  as  if  he  would  clutch  a  hovering 
thought,  and  Peggy  suspended  her  pencil  in  the 
air;  but  they  put  the  final  flourish  together. 
Here  are  the  lists  as  Uncle  John  read  them  out : 


PEGGY. 


TED. 


horse  Dr.  Lane  horse  perseverance 

carriage  examination       quadruped     gymnastics 

drive  grandma  Jungle  IJook  Greece 

t'  ces  Kipling 

oirds'  nests  author 

collection  fame 

school  study 

"  Peggy,  my  dear,"  said  Uncle  John,  "  it  is 
easy  to  see  how  your  mind  works.  You  love 
woods  and  out-of-door  gatiies;  and  the  school, 
and  Dr.  Lane  your  teacher,  and  the  examina- 
tion lead  your  thoughts  only  to  what  comes 
after  them  in  spring  —  grandma's  farm  and  all 
your  country  sports.  And  your  paths  are  be- 
tween things  all  of  the  same  kind  —  every-day 
things  that  have  been  together  in  the  same  pic- 
ture in  your  mind,  so  that  the  paths  between 
them  are  well  worn.  As  for  you,  Ted,  it  's  not 
hard,  of  course,  to  trace  the  reading  and  study 
that  most  interest  you  now.  But  more  impor- 
tant is  the  way  you  think.  Quadruped  and 
author,  you  '11  notice,  are  more  getieral,  as  we 
say  —  that  is,  refer  to  larger  classes  of  objects 
than  horse  and  Kipling;  and  the  thing  that 
made  the  path  between  them  easy  is  not  their 
being  together  in  experience,  like  Peggy's  horse 
and  carriage,  but  the  fact  that  the  quality  of 
four-leggedness,  which  a  horse  has,  is  the  mark 
of  the  quadruped.  It  's  as  if  you  broke  up  the 
notion  '  horse,'  and  took  a  part  of  it,  and  made 
that  the  name  of  a  class.  The  philosopher 
would  say  that  you  went  from  the  single  or 
particular  to  the  general  —  and  that  's  what  he 
does  himself!  I  'm  not  sure  you  have  n't  the 
making  of  a  Lord  Bacon  in  yourself,  old  fellow ! " 

"  Oh,  Ted,  how  splendid  !  "  broke  in  Peggy ; 
but  her  uncle  had  not  finished  his  talk. 

"  Now,  the  name  of  this  path-traveling  in  the 
mind,"  he  went  on,  "  is  the  association  of  ideas; 
and  according  to  the  kinds  of  ideas  that  are 
associated  together  —  that  have  paths  between 
them,  you  know  —  we  name  it  outer  or  inner 
association :  outer  for  the  ideas  of  things  that 


we  've  seen  together  in  the  world,  like  Peggy's 
horse  and  carriage,  as  I  said  before ;  inner  for 
the  ideas  of  things  that  have  n't  time  or  place 
in  common,  but  only  another  idea  — like  Ted's 
four-leggedncss." 

Peggy  laughed  out  here,  and  was  frowned 
on  by  her  philosophical  brother,  who  then  pro- 
ceeded to  show  the  character  his  uncle  had 
given  him. 

"  I  don't  see  yet  what  makes  one  thought 
come  after  another,"  he  insisted.  "  It  is  n't  just 
like  Rover,  after  all  —  for  Rover  was  looking 
out  for  the  easiest  way.  He  knew  beforehand 
what  he  wanted  —  to  get  across  the  field  to  me. 
But  when  I  'm  thinking,  I  don't  know  before- 
hand what  I  want,  and  I  'm  certainly  not  look- 
ing out  for  the  easiest  way  to  think." 

"  Ted,"  said  Uncle  John,  "  you  are  a  rash 
boy,  for  you  have  brought  on  yourself  a  rather 
long  explanation,  without  which  I  can't  answer 
your  question.  You  know,  of  course,  that  you 
can't  think  without  that  active  brain  of  yours, 
which  is  made  up  of  billions  of  tiny  cells  and 
nerve-paths  between  the  cells.  For  thinking 
is  n't  your  brain ;  and  yet  for  every  movement 
of  your  thought  something  happens  there. 
What  it  is  we  don't  know,  but  perhaps  some- 
thing like  an  electric  current  from  cell  to  cell 
along  the  nerve-paths.  Now,  suppose  some- 
time last  summer  Peggy  was  in  the  woods  and 
went  bird-nesting.  The  ideas  of  the  trees  and 
the  birds'  nests  were  together  in  her  mind,  and 
some  kind  of  a  change  took  place  in  her  brain, 
corresponding  to  each  idea.  We  '11  say  —  just 
for  a  rough  scheme — that  the  little  brain-cell 
A"  (Uncle   John    drew    out   his   pencil)  "  was 
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charged  or  excited  for  the  tree,  and  the  little 
cell  B  for  the  nest.  And  then  there  was  a 
breaking  through  of  this  current  of  the  nerve- 
path  between  A  and  B,  because  both  were 
active  at  the  same  time.  Now,  next  time  when 
A  was  charged  with  a  current  —  when  Peggy 
thought  of  carriage  and  then  of  trees  —  that 
little  nerve-path  which  had  been  broken  through 
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once  before  between  A  and  B  let  the  current 
through  again  to  cell  B,  and  consequently,  B 
being  excited,  Peggy  thought  of  birds'  nests 
again." 

"  But  horse  and  (|uadruped  were  never  to- 
gether in  any  such  way  in  my  life,  Uncle  John." 

"  I  don't  know,  my  boy  ;  they  may  have  been. 
Perhaps  you  saw  the  words  together  in  the 
dictionary  ;  and,  if  not,  the  parts  of  them  were. 
That  is,  a  horse  has  a  good  many  other  qualities 
besides  his  four-leggedness,  but  four-leggedness 

Y 

#  Horse 


X 


Four-leggedness 


H 


•  Quadruped 

belongs  to  horses  and  quadrupeds  together. 
Now,  if  the  brain-cell  X  for  four-leggedness  has 
sometimes  had  a  current  between  it  and  Z  for 
quadruped,  and  sometimes  between  it  and  Y 
for  horse,  when  X  is  excited, — as  when  I  said 
'■horse' — then  the  current  is  likely  to  break 
right  through  where  it  had  been  before  —  and 
then  you  think  of  quadruped.  And  now,  since 
I  'm  among  the  big  words,  I  may  as  well  give 
you  two  more.  What  we  've  been  playing  with 
is  what  they  call  successive  association  —  " 

"  One  idea  after  the  other  ?  "  put  in  Ted. 

"Just  so.  But  did  you  ever  think  that  we 
often  have  a  lot  of  ideas  at  once  ?  If  I  say 
*  ocean,'  you  hear  the  word,  and  you  get  an 
image  of  the  big  blueness  and  the  sails  and 
gulls,  and  a  feeling  of  the  salt  air,  and  all 
those  ideas  rush  together  to  make  the  one 
meaning.  The  sound  of  the  word  '  ocean  '  sends 
a  current  all  at  once  into  all  those  other  ideas 
that  make  up  the  whole.  Don't  you  know, 
when  one  particular  kind  of  clang  is  heard 
down  the  street,  Ted,  you  think  the  word  '  fire- 
engine  '  ? —  and  the  picture  of  a  shining  thing 
with  men  hanging  over  it,  and  galloping  horses, 
and  general  excitement;  and  all  these  ideas 
rush  together,  so  that,  at  the  second  of  hearing 
the  clang,  you  shout  and  rush  to  the  window. 
Well,  that  sort  of  thing  we  call  simultaneous 
association." 

"  Uncle  John,"  said  Peggy,  "you  know  last 


night  1  was  thirsty,  and  I  crept  down  in  the 
dark  to  get  a  glass  of  water  from  the  side- 
board, and  in  the  hall  I  ran  across  something 
big  and  furry  —  oh,  I  nearly  screamed  out  with 
fright !  But  the  next  minute  I  touched  a  but- 
ton, and  I  almost  laughed  out.  What  do  you 
suppose  it  was?  Your  big  fur-lined  coat — it  just 
came  over  me  in  a  flash !  and  I  could  just  see 
the  nice  old  gray  thing  with  the  frogs  and  the 
big  collar:  was  that  si  —  simultaneous  asso- 
ciation ?  " 

"  Exactly,"  said  Uncle  John.  "  Something 
like  playing  blindman's-buff.  If  I  catch  a  tip 
of  your  curls,  I  can  see  and  hear  and  touch  you 
all  at  once  —  you  and  all  your  naughtiness  !  " 

"  But,  Uncle  John,"  pursued  Ted,  "  I  'm  not 
sure  that  it  works  that  way  with  me.  When  / 
run  across  anything  in  the  dark,  I  don't  see  a 
picture  of  the  thing  in  my  mind.  It  's  as  though 
something  shouted  it  out  at  me  —  'table!'  or 
'  sofa  ! '  And  when  you  say  '  ocean,'  I  don't  see 
it,  or  only  a  little.  I  think  of  the  waves  dashing, 
and  the  wind  whistling  in  the  sails." 

"Well,  well!"  cried  his  uncle.  "We  're 
finding  out  all  your  secrets!  Do  you  know 
you  have  an  auditory  imagination  ?  That 
means  you  think  first  with  your  ears,  so  to 
speak.  It  's  just  as  truly  simultaneous  associa- 
tion as  the  other,  only  your  paths  are  between 
ideas  of  sound,  of  hearing,  and  not  of  sight. 
Peggy,  here,  is  a  visualizer."  Peggy  looked 
scared.  "That  means,  of  course,  that  she  thinks 
mostly  in  terms  of  sight.  Now,  I  am  what  they 
call  a  motor  type ;  that  is,  I  think  in  terms  of 
moving.  And  my  simultaneous  association, 
even  for  fire-engine,  is  n't  half  so  much  of  the 
shining  object  as  of  the  dash  which  I  make  to 
the  window  to  see  it ;  and  for  '  ocean.'  it  is  much 
more  my  own  movements  in  swimming,  or  even 
of  saying  the  word  '  ocean  '  with  my  own  lips. 
Of  course  these  different  ways  of  imagining 
and  remembering  things  can  be  combined  in 
the  same  person,  nearly  always  are  so,  only  usu- 
ally some  one  way  is  stronger  than  the  others. 
Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  curious  diseases 
called  mental  blindness  and  deafness  ?  I  knew 
a  man  once  who  was  afflicted  with  the  first.  If 
he  saw  a  table,  for  instance,  he  did  n't  know 
what  it  was  for ;  could  n't  call  it  by  name.  His 
boots  he  would  be  as  likely  to  call  his  hair-brush 
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as  anything;  and  yet  if  he  iotichcd  the  things, 
he  knew  at  once  what  they  were.  You  see 
what  had  happened.  His  association-paths  for 
sight-sensations  had  been  broken  up.  What 
kind  of  association  was  it  that  was  lacking, 
Ted  ?  " 

"  Simultaneous !  "  cried  Ted,  proudly.  "  Be- 
cause the  sight  of  the  boots  ought  to  have  sent 
the  current  rushing  to  the  sound  of  the  word 
'  boots,'  and  the  motions  he  would  make  putting 
them  on,  and  —  oh,  everything!  " 

"  Well,"  said  Uncle  John,  "  then  perhaps 
Peggy  can  tell  me  how  mental  deafness  would 
act.  If  a  man  really  hears  a  bell  ring,  but  is 
mentally  deaf — " 

"  Why,  then,"  said  Peggy,  doubtfully,  "  I  sup- 
pose he  would  know  that  something  was  there, 
but  he  would  n't  know  what  it  was,  or  see  a 
picture  of  it  in  his  mind,  or  obey  its  call  to 
dinner." 

"  Well,  then,  since  you  are  such  clever  children, 
perhaps  you  can  tell  me  which  kind  of  dis- 
ease would  be  worse  for  each  of  you  —  Ted, 
the  auditory,  and  Peggy,  the  visual  young 
person." 

This  was  easy.  "  Why,  mental  deafness," 
cried  Ted,  "  for  me,  because  most  of  my  si- 
multaneous associations  come  in  sound,  and  I 
understand  sounds  better."  And  Peggy  was 
equally  sure  that,  as  she  always  paid  more  atten- 
tion to  the  looks  of  things,  not  to  understand 
what  she  saw  would  be  dreadful. 

"Dear  me!"  said  Uncle  John,  at  length. 
"  I  'm  finding  out  about  all  your  paths  more 
than  I  ever  knew  before.  And  you  see  what  a 
dangerous  thing  it  is  to  get  any  paths  broken 

through  that  you 
don't  want  to  be 
dependent  on  or 
to  go  on  using." 
Ted  was  quite 
pale.  "  But,  un- 
cle, that  's  per- 
fectly frightful!" 
he  cried.  "  Sup- 
pose I  do  some- 
thing        selfish 


once,  or  suppose  I  think  of  something  very  wrong 
or  mean  once — then  that  old  nerve-path  is  there, 
ready  to  break  out  again  as  soon  as  one  end  of 
it  is  touched  up, —  and  I  've  got  to  think  the 
mean  thing,  have  I  ?  Uncle  John,  have  I  got 
to  think  always  of  telling  a  lie  —  every  time 
I  get  caught  whispering  in  school?" 

Peggy  looked  up  as  if  she  remembered  some- 
thing, and  Uncle  John  had  clearly  not  forgotten 
that  shameful  episode,  either. 

"  I  suppose  you  have,  old  fellow,  unless  you 
break  out  over  and  over  again  some  new  path 
for  the  current  to  take.  Make  your  new  path 
deep  and  wide  enough,  and  it  will  go  on  broad- 
ening itself  until  the  old  one  is  quite  overgrown. 
Make  your  new  resolution  a  regular  shock  ! 
Do  you  remember  our  discussion  last  year 
about  Dan  O'Brien's  taking  the  pledge  ?  How 
you  said  it  was  nonsense  that  a  man  with  intel- 
ligence enough  to  keep  a  whole  greenhouse 
going  should  n't  have  enough  sense  to  know 
what  drunkenness  meant  to  himself  and  his 
family  ?  and  how  I  encouraged  his  resolve  ? 
That  was  just  to  make  his  new  path  deep 
enough.  Every  time  he  thinks  of  the  drink 
now,  the  brain-path  to  church  and  the  signed 
promise  and  his  wife's  joyful  face  is  shorter 
than  the  brain-path  to  the  saloon ;  and  every 
time  the  current  does  n't  break  through  and 
he  does  n't  go  down  to  the  corner,  there  's 
a  deeper  track  in  the  one  path  and  a  weed 
grown  in  the  other.  Pretty  soon  the  cur- 
rent can't  break  through  any  more.  Well, 
Ted,  you  're  about  to  remark  that  my  figures 
are  getting  mixed,  as  indeed  they  are.  But 
I  '11  tell  you  there  's  nothing  that  's  so  dread- 
ful or  so  com- 
forting to  think 
of  as  this  matter 
of  these  brain- 
paths  of  associ- 
ation—  dreadful 
or  comforting 
according  as  you 
find  that  you  're 
drifting  wrong  or 
steering  right." 
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By  W.  S.   Harwood. 


It  seems  as  if  we  are  doing  about  everything 
we  wish  to  do  these  days :  we  harness  the 
lightning,  hitch  it  up  to  our  thought,  and  drive 
it  around  the  world  in  the  twinkle  of  an  eye ; 
we  whisper,  and  our  friend  hears  us  a  hundred 
miles  away ;  we  turn  a  button  in  the  dark,  and 
call  a  messenger  from  the  unseen,  and  the  invis- 
ible sprite  makes  our  room  to  glow  like  mid- 
day; we  are  even  getting  our  wings  in  trim  to 
fly,  and  who  knows  but  that  one  of  these  fine 
days  we  may  set  sail  on  the  ocean  of  the  air  at 
New  York  in  the  morning  and  take  supper  in 
Chicago  ? 

We  are  living  in  nn  age  of  magic  —  such 
magic  as  the  fancies  of  the  old-time  story-tellers 
never  matched. 

While  we  know  a  good  many  things  about 
the  mysterious  in  our  modern  life,  yet  perhaps 
a  good  many  people  do  not  know  very  much 
about  one  of  the  very  common  acts  of  their 
life  —  the  setting  of  their  timepieces.  Whenever 
you  are  in  doubt,  these  days  of  miracles,  as  to 
whether  your  watch  is  keeping  good  time  or 


not,  you  set  it  by  a  star.  You  might  have  a 
sun-dial  and  try  to  set  it  by  that,  or  you  might 
have  an  hour-glass  and  let  the  sand  run  in  and 
out  of  its  cone-like  sections,  or  you  might  try 
to  keep  your  timepiece  in  good  running  order 
by  the  rising  and  the  setting  of  the  sun  as  re- 
corded in  the  almanac;  but  any  one  of  these 
methods  would,  in  these  days  of  precision,  be 
apt  to  throw  you  out  of  gear  with  the  rest  of 
the  world.  You  could  n't  catch  trains  on  such 
time,  and  the  tardy-list  in  the  schools  would  be 
black  with  names  if  boys  and  girls  attempted  to 
go  to  school  on  such  time  as  this. 

No ;  you  must  set  your  watch  by  a  star  if 
you  wish  to  be  up  with  the  times  these  days. 

Out  of  the  vast  number  of  stars  in  the  hea- 
vens, and  visible  to  the  eye  at  night,  and  out  of 
the  much  greater  multitude  that  celestial  pho- 
tography is  bringing  forth  on  its  negatives,  there 
are  some  six  hundred  that  may  be  depended 
upon,  stars  that  have  so  long  been  watched  by 
the  astronomers  that  they  are  known  to  be 
practically  invariable.     Any  one  of  these  you 
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may  set  your  watch  by,  but  it  would  be  rather  a 
difficuh  thing  for  you  to  pick  out  the  star  you 
wanted  yourself,  and  even  if  you  should  select 
the  right  one,  you  would  not  be  likely  to  know 
just  how  to  go  to  work  to  regulate  your  timepiece. 
For  about  two  centuries  most  of  these  six 
hundred  stars  have  been  under  the  critical  eyes 
of  the  astronomers,  who  have  measured  their 
exact  places  in  the  skies  again  and  again.  It 
has  thus  come  to  be  known  that  these  stars 
cross  the  meridian  of  any  place  at  certain  times 
every  night.  The  meridian  of  any  place  is  the 
line  the  sun  crosses  there  at  noon  —  an  imagi- 
nary line  from  pole  to  pole,  directly  overhead,  di- 
viding east  and  west.  The  times  when  the  stars 
so  cross  the  meridian  are  predicted  by  the  astrono- 
mer years  in  advance,  and  tables  are  made  which 
are  exact  to  a  small  fraction  of  a  second.  After 
the  astronomers,  through  long  series  of  years 
of  testing,  found  this  out,  it  occurred  to  some- 
body that  here  was  a  perfect  test  for  timepieces. 
Perhaps  we  owe  it  mainly  to  the  great  railroad 
companies  that  the  time  of  the  country  finally 
became  regulated  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  the  land.  Railroad  companies  must 
have  regulartiy  in  their  schedules ;  they  cannot 
run  their  trains  according  to  clocks  and  watches 
that  do  not  agree ;  priceless  human  life  and 
property  beyond  valuation  would  pay  the  pen- 
alty of  such  policy. 

It  is  three  minutes  to  nine  o'clock  at  night. 
The  official  in  charge  of  a  great  observatory, 
the  Goodsell  Observatory,  Northfield,  Minne- 
sota, is  preparing  to  send  out  the  time  to  the 
people  living  in  his  section  of  America.  For 
sixty  seconds  he  rattles  away  on  a  telegraph- 
instrument  at  his  desk,  spelling  out  the  word 
"  time,  time,  time  " ;  then  he  waits  an  instant. 
Then  he  turns  to  his  telegraph-key  again. 
Eleven  thousands  of  miles  of  wire  are  open  to 
him  ;  he  is  ruler  of  them  all.  Every  telegraph- 
instrument  in  all  the  vast  territory  of  which  the 
Goodsell  Observatory  is  the  center  is  silent; 
every  operator  has  taken  his  hand  from  his  key; 
throughout  the  whole  length  of  these  thousands 
of  miles  there  is  a  strange  silence. 

The  seconds  are  slowly  ticking  away.  Above 
the  head  of  the  observer  there  is  a  great  obser- 
vatory clock.  At  precisely  two  minutes  to 
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nine,  after  the  telegraphers  all  along  the  miles 
of  wire  have  been  notified  and  have  withdrawn 
their  iiands  from  the  keys,  the  wires  are  switched 
into  a  connection  with  the  very  clock  itself,  and 
all  along  the  eleven  tliousands  of  miles  there  is 
no  sound  but  the  tick,  tick,  dck  of  the  obser- 
vatory clock.  Every  beat  of  the  great  arteries 
of  commerce  is  stopped;  every  throb  of  the 
news  of  all  lands  going  out  night  by  night  over 
these  wires  from  the  great  heart  of  the  world 
ceases;  even  the  sad  messages  of  death  and 
suffering,  as  well  as  the  gay  ones  that  tell  of 
little  babies  born  and  young  folks  married  and 
reunions  of  friends  promised  —  all  these  must 
wait  while  the  great  clock  on  the  wall  makes 
itself  understood  in  the  language  of  time  and 
eternity  over  these  many  thousands  of  miles. 

Something  strangely  solemn  is  in  one's 
thoughts  as  he  stands  beside  the  observer 
amid  the  silent  seconds  while  the  clock  ticks 
on.  Whoever  is  listening  at  the  wire  along  its 
course,  waiting  to  set  his  watch,  whether  he  be 
a  railroad  employee  or  some  man  in  a  large 
jeweler's  estabhshment  where  the  people  go  to 
get  their  timepieces  regulated,  knows  the  system, 
and  knows  that  there  is  a  sudden  pause  just 
before  the  exact  stroke  of  nine  o'clock  —  a 
broken  beat  in  the  ticking.  Then  all  care- 
fully note  their  timepieces  as  the  clock  in 
the  observatory  ticks  the  nine-o'clock  second. 
Thus  they  can  tell  to  the  second  whether  their 
watches  are  fast  or  slow  or  precisely  right. 

Attached  to  the  clock  is  a  simple  device, —  a 
wheel  with  teeth  in  it, —  located  behind  the  sec- 
ond-hand, which  breaks  the  current  at  each 
even  second.  Thus  the  clock  is  ticking  the 
time  over  the  whole  stretch  of  wire  covering 
the  thousands  of  miles  of  territory  in  the  field 
of  this  particular  observatory. 

But  the  best-made  clock  in  the  world  is  not 
infallible ;  even  our  splendidly  constructed  ob- 
servatory timepiece  has  its  faults,  and  so  some- 
where there  must  be  something  to  regulate 
even  the  regulator.  This  "somewhere"  is  in  the 
sky,  and  the  "something"  is  the  silent  clock-set- 
ting star  in  the  far  heavens,  something  that 
never  changes,  that  has  no  shadow  of  variable- 
ness amid  the  changes  of  earth,  a  second- 
hand on  the  dial  of  God.  The  astronomer 
picks  out  a  star  chosen  from  the  six  hundred. 
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He  knows  by  his  catalogue  the  exact  moment  have  tliese  wires  inside  the  telescope,  serving 
the  star  sweeps  over  his  meridian  at  a  certain  the  jjiirpose  of  lines  on  the  sky.  'I'here  are  eleven 
time  of  night.  'I"he  star  has  been  on  time,  to  nf  these  wires. and  the  middle  one  is  theexact  me- 
ridian —  when 
the  star  crosses 
that  line  it  is 
the  precise  in- 
stant of  its 
meridian  time, 
the  time  to  a 
luindredth  of 
a  second  which 
is  recorded  in 
the  catalogue 
of  stars. 

The  obser- 
ver holds  in 
his  hand,  as  he 
sits  below  the 
telescope,  the 
telegraphic 
key  attached 
to  a  long  wire 
running  out 
into  another 
room,  where 
the  wire  is  at- 
taclied  to  a 
little  instru- 
ment called 
the  chrono- 
grajjh,  that  is, 
t  i  m  e  -  w  r  i  t  e  r. 
The  chrono- 
graph has  a 
cylinder  about 
a  foot  in  length 
and  perhaps 
six  inches  or 
so  in  diameter. 
This  cylinder 
is  covered  with 
white  paper, 
and  when  you 
look  at  it  you 
see  many  lines 
on  it  all  run- 
Attached  to  a 


the  hundredth  of  a  secon 
the.se  man)'  centuries. 

Going  into  another 
room,  the  observer  sits 
down  at  a  telescope  of 
medium  size — perhaps  five 
feet  in  length.  It  is  so 
mounted  that  it  cannot 
be  moved  like  one  of  the 
great  telescopes,  but  must 
always  be  pointed  directly 
at  the  meridian,  through 
a  narrow  slit  in  the  roof 
of  the  oljservatorv.  In 
the  telescope,  just  back  of 
the  eye-j)iece,  is  a  series 
of  very  fine,  thread-like 
wires.     The   observer  has 

no  step-ladder  tall  enough  for  him  to  stand  on  its    ning  i)arallel  to  one  another 
top  and  draw   a  chalk-mark   across   the   sky,  a     tiny    framework    is    a    fountain-pen,  the    point 
meridian  line  for  the  star  to  cross,  so  he  must     resting  on  the  pa|)er.     The  cylinder  slowly  re- 


WATCHING    AND     KECOKOING     THE     PASSING     OF     A     STAR 
OVER     THE     MERIDIAN     LINE. 

In  the  observer's  hand  is  an  electric  key  connected  with  the  chronograph 
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volves,  and  as  it  does  so  the  jjen  traces  a  line 
upon  it.  This  h'ne  would  be  straight  all  the 
way  around  but  for  the  fact  that  an  electric 
connection  is  made  with  the  clock,  so  that  every 
second  time  the  clock  ticks  it  jars  the  pen,  or 
interrupts  it  in  its  course,  and  it  makes  a  little 
jog  in  the  line. 

The  clock  was  set  the  night  before.  Ijv  the 
star  when  it  crossed  the  meridian  ;  but,  for  one 
reason  or  another,  it  may  have  lost  or  gained 
the  fraction  of  a  second.  The  observer  at  the 
eye-piece  of  the  telescope  watches  the  oncom- 
ing star  witli  the  very  closest  attention.  The 
instant  it  comes  into  his  field  of  vision,  just  as 
it  begins  crawling  across  the  wires,  he  gives  a 
squeeze  to  the  telegraphic  key.  At  the  mo- 
ment ot  this  squeeze  the  fountain-pen,  attached 
to  the  key  by  the  wire,  gives  a  tiny  jump  and 
makes  a  slight  bending  in  the  line.  As  the 
star  crosses  each  wire  the  observer  presses  the 
key,  so  that  there  are  eleven  indentations  made 
as  the  star  crosses  the  field  and  passes  out  of 
sight  on  its  celestial  way.  It  has  not  been 
stopped  a  fraction  of  an  inch  in  its  journey 
through  space,  but  the  observer  has  timed 
it  in  transit,  and  no  matter  how  fast  it  may 
have  been  fleeing  through  the  heavens,  it  has 
yet  been  closely  watched  by  the  man  at  the 
telescope  until  he  could  record  its  movements. 
As  the  star  passed  the  sixth  wire  the  jjressure 
for  that  line,  its  meridian  line,  registered  the 
precise  fraction  of  a  second  at  which  the  star 
crosses  the  line.  Then,  as  the  clock  has  been 
marking  its  own  time  off  on  the  cylinder  sec- 
ond by  second,  the  observer  compares  the  time 
the  clock  has  been  making  with  the  indenta- 
tion the  instrument  recorded  as  the  star  crossed 
the  meridian.  Thus  he  can  tell  to  the  fractional 
part  of  a  second  the  gain  or  loss  in  the  time  of 
the  clock,  and  it  is  readjusted,  or  '-set."  as  we 
say,  to  the  unvarying  time  of  the  star. 

The  pressure  of  a  key  by  the  observer  as  the 
star  crosses  the  precise  meridian  line  seems  a 
very  simple  thing  —  something  that  any  one 
might  do ;  but  it  is,  notwithstanding,  a  most 
important  thing  to  do,  and  connected  with  it  is 
one  of  the  most  wonderful  features  in  all  the 
taking  of  the  time  of  the  stars  —  the  ''jjersonal 
equation  "  of  the  observer.  That  is  to  say,  the 
difference  in  the  speed  of  action  of  mind  and 


body  of  those  who  record  the  passage  of  the 
star  across  the  meridian  must  be  taken  into 
account  in  an  exact  determination  of  the  time. 
Perhaps  no  two  persons  in  the  world  are  ex- 
actly alike ;  one  person  will  see  a  thing,  as  we 
say,  a  trifle  more  quickly  than  another;  there 
will  be  a  shade  of  difference  in  the  cjuickness 
of  observation  mental  as  well  as  physical,  and 
this  difference  must  be  taken  into  account.  In 
the  case  of  Professor  Payne  and  Professor  Wil- 
son of  Goodsell  Observatory  (the  two  gentle- 
men to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  favors  in 
the  preparation  of  this  article),  the  personal 
equation  amounts  to  one  third  of  a  second. 
That  means  that  one  of  these  gentlemen  will 
press  the  electric  key  as  the  star  crosses  the 
various  lines  in  the  telescope  one  third  of  a 
second  quicker  than  the  other  one.  Many 
tests  were  made  in  order  to  determine  the  dif- 
ference, so  that  when  one  was  recording  the 
time  he  could  make  allowance,  if  necessary, 
for  the  other's  greater  swiftness  or  slowness, 
as  the  case  might  be. 

The  time  is  taken  from  this  observatory  for 
a  large  section  of  the  country,  reaching  as  far 
west  as  the  Pacific  coast,  north  to  Winnipeg, 
east  to  Chicago,  and  southwest  to  Kansas  City, 
Missouri.  The  time  is  sent  out  each  week-day 
at  ten  in  the  morning  as  well  as  nine  at  night. 
From  the  Washington  University  in  St.  Louis 
the  time  is  sent  out  over  extensive  railroad  sys- 
tems to  the  south.  In  the  East  the  Naval  Ob- 
servatory at  Georgetown  Heights,  in  the  city 
of  W^ashington,  is  the  center  of  the  time  service, 
and,  indeed,  time  is  sent  out  from  this  obser- 
vatory over  the  whole  United  States.  With 
the  exception  of  Sundays,  there  are  daily 
time  signals  sent  out  from  this  observatory, 
at  noon,  over  the  wires  of  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  Company.  So  important  has 
this  portion  of  the  time  service  become  that  a 
special  wire  is  used  for  much  of  the  time-send- 
ing over  this  line,  in  order  that  business  may 
not  be  interrupted.  At  three  and  three  quarter 
minutes  before  noon  the  beats  of  the  observa- 
tory clock,  which  has  been  adjusted  to  the  time 
of  one  of  the  six  hundred  stars,  begin  to  sound 
over  this  wire,  which  reaches  over  very  many 
thousands  of  miles  of  territory.  The  last  ten 
seconds  before  noon  and  the  last  five  seconds 
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of  each  of  the  preceding  three  minutes  are  omit-  satisfactory    the    time    is    absolutely    identical 

ted  in  the  time  as  sent  out  from  Washington,  throughout  the  entire  system  or  systems  over 

as  signals  to  the  operators.  which  the  clock  ticks. 

The  great  clock  in  the  Naval  Observatory  is  There  is  a  very  practical  feature  of  the  time 

called  the  Master  Clock.     By  means  of  the  re-  service.     In    these    days    of  swift    commercial 

peating-apparatus    the    time    is   repeated    over  enterprises,   great   business   transactions   some- 

eighteen  different  circuits  to  the  various  parts  times  hinge  upon  very  small  portions  of  time, 

I 


THE    KECm; 


kAlH.      SHOWING     THE     FOUNTAIN-PEN     IN      POSITION. 


of  the  country.  New  York  City  automatically 
repeats  the  time  to  all  points  east  and  north ; 
Chicago  and  Cincinnati  repeat  to  all  points 
west  and  southwest ;  Richmond,  Augusta,  and 
Atlanta  to  all  points  south.  If  you  should 
happen  to  be  in  some  large  telegraph-office  at 
the  moment  the  time  signal  is  being  sent  out,  it 
is  likely  you  would  see  the  operators  at  their 
keys  take  out  their  watches  a  few  seconds  be- 
fore the  time  is  due,  open  them,  put  a  tiny 
piece  of  tissue-paper  twisted  into  a  thread  be- 
tween the  spokes  of  one  of  the  little  wheels  in 
their  watches,  holding  back  the  movement  to 
the  instant  the  signal  is  given,  then  releasing 
the  wheel  so  that  the  watch  shall  fall  into  the 
exact  beat  of  the  Master  Clock  in  Washington. 
Of  course  in  all  instruments  there  may  be 
sHght  defects,  so  that  now  and  then  in  the  trans- 
mission of  the  time  there  may  be  sHght,  though 
very  slight,  errors,  fractional  i)arts  of  seconds, 
usually,  however,  and  it  may  be  that  the  wires 
themselves  may  be  disturbed  by  atmospheric 
conditions  or  the  fall  of  heavy  sleet-storms.  I 
am  told  by  a  gentleman  familiar  with  railroad- 
ing that  engineers  allow,  as  a  rule,  ten  sec- 
onds for  variation  in  the  time  of  watches  and 
transmissions,  though  when  the  conditions  are 


so  that  the  uniformity  and  accuracy  of  the  time 
of  the  United  States  is  of  vast  importance  to 
the  business  world,  while  its  importance  in  all 
the  minor,  but  in  some  ways  equally  important, 
matters  of  hfe  is  very  great. 

Of  course  the  same  care  must  be  taken 
whether  the  operators  are  to  connect  their 
instruments  with  a  time-ball  or  a  control-clock. 
The  time-ball  is  an  interesting  feature  of  the 
service.  It  is  a  round  ball  large  enough  to  be 
seen  from  the  street  where,  supported  by  its 
appliances,  it  rests  on  the  top  of  some  building. 
It  is  attached  by  wire  to  the  circuit  from  W^ash- 
ington  in  such  a  manner  that,  at  the  instant  the 
Master  Clock  in  W^ashington  ticks  the  stroke 
of  twelve,  the  dehcately  poised  ball  will  fall, 
released  by  the  same  beat  of  the  clock  that 
announces  the  time  to  the  rest  of  the  country. 
Any  one  who  watches  one  of  these  time-balls 
just  before  the  stroke  of  twelve,  timepiece  in 
hand,  may  easily  determine  whether  his  watch 
is  slow,  fast,  or  on  time. 

Throughout  the  East  these  time-balls  are 
dropped  every  day  at  noon,  save  on  Sundays, 
at  New  York  City,  Boston,  Newport  (Rhode 
Island),  Woods  Holl  (Massachusetts),  Philadel- 
phia, Baltimore,  Washington,  Hampton   Roads, 
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Savannah,  and  Fortress  Monroe.  The  tick  of 
the  Master  Clock  that  drops  these  time-balls 
also  releases  others,  some  of  tiiem  many  hun- 
dreds, indeed  thousands,  of  miles  awav.  For 
instance,  by  cable  arrangement,  a  time-ball  is 
dropped  every  day  in  the  city  of  Havana,  and 
another  in  San  Francisco,  three  thousand  miles 
distant.  So  incomprehensibly  swift  is  the  speed 
of  the  electric  current  that,  if  the  repeating-in- 
struments  and  the  wires  are  in  perfect  condition, 
there  is  no  appreciable  difference  in  the  time  of 
the  dropping  of  the  ball  in  New  York  City  and 
the  dropping  of  the  ball  in  San  Francisco,  each 
one  released  by  the  same  tick  of  the  Master 
Clock  in  the  Naval  Observatory  in  Washington. 
Of  course  when  the  ball  drops  in  Washington 
or  New  York  at  twelve  o'clock  noon  it  is  not 
noon  at  points  to  the  westward  beyond  the  ter- 
ritory supplied  with  Eastern  Time.    For  instance, 


when  it  is  twelve  o'clock  noon  in  Washington 
or  New  York  it  is  eleven  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon in  the  city  of  Chicago  by  Central  Time, 
ten  o'clock  in  Denver  by  Mountain  Time,  nine 
o'clock  in  San  Francisco  by  Pacific  Time.  By 
this  uniformity  of  time  which  has  been  estab- 
lished by  law,  however,  the  clocks  of  the  peo- 
ple in  San  Francisco  may  be  set  each  day  by 
the  observatory  clock  in  Washington. 

The  variations  in  the  clocks  are  due  mainly 
to  changes  in  temperature  and  to  the  condition 
of  the  atmosphere,  so  a  careful  record  is  kept,  as 
the  time  is  sent  out,  of  the  atmospheric  condi- 
tions. One  important  reason  for  this  is  found 
in  the  fact  that  it  may  be  cloudy  weather  at 
night,  so  that  the  observer  could  not  watch  his 
star  as  it  filed  past  him  in  review,  and  by  con- 
stantly observing  the  condition  of  the  weather 
as  shown  in  the  barometer  and  the  thermometer 
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the  allowances  may  be  made  for  the  variation 
in  the  clock,  though,  of  course,  the  only  abso- 
lutely accurate  test  is  the  silent  motion  of  a  star 
millions  upon  miUions  of  miles  away. 

Other  lands  besides  our  own  have  the  same 
method  for  sending  the  correct  time  over  wide 
sections  of  country.  In  England,  for  instance, 
the  standard  time  is  thnt  of  the  observatory  at 
Greenwich  —  the  spot  from  which  we  reckon 
our  degrees  of  longitude.  In  the  main  office  of 
the  Government  Telegraph  in  London  is  a  clock 
connected  by  wire  with  Greenwich.  At  two 
minutes  to  ten,  every  day,  a  bell  rings,  the 
telegraph  lines  are  left  free  for  the  time  ser- 
vice, so  that  the  Greenwich  Observatory  Clock 
may  give  all  England  the  time  of  day. 


It  seems  very  strange,  when  you  come  to 
think  it  over,  that  the  chief  factor  in  all  this 
time  service,  which  has  now  become  so  impor- 
tant a  feature  in  our  modern  hfe,  is  a  subtile,  un- 
seeable, indeed,  if  you  will  let  me  use  the  word, 
a  non-understandable  element.  It  does  the  bid- 
ding of  its  masters  with  unvarying  obedience, 
but  it  resolutely  refuses  to  disclose  its  identity 
or  uncover  its  individuality. 

Truly  it  is  a  time  of  magic  in  which  we  liv'e. 
All  nature  joins  man  in  the  working  of  his  mira- 
cles, and  even  the  eternal  stars  in  their  marvelous 
sweep  through  the  glittering  night  are  willing  to 
give  us  an  answer  far  down  through  the  infinite 
spaces  of  God  to  our  oft-repeated  question  : 

What  time  is  it  ? 


THE    LITTLE    MOTHER. 


By  M.  M.  D. 


Now,  Dolly  dear,  I  'm  going  away. 

I  want  you  to  be  good  all  day. 

Don't  lose  your  shoes,  nor  soil  your  dress, 

Nor  get  your  hair  all  in  a  mess; 

But  sit  quite  still,  and  I  will  come 

And  kiss  you  soon  as  I  get  home. 

I  'd  take  you,  dear,  but  then,  you  know. 

It  's  Wilhelmina's  turn  to  go. 

She  's  sick,  I  'm  'fraid ;  her  eyes  don't  work ; 

They  open  worse  the  more  I  jerk. 

She  used  to  be  so  straight  and  stout, 

But  now  her  sawdust  's  running  out. 

Her  arm  is  out  of  order,  dear  — 

My  papa  says  she  's  "  out  of  gear." 

That  's  dreadful,  is  n't  it  ?     But  then. 

The  air  may  make  her  well  again. 

So,  Dolly,  you  '11  be  glad,  I  know. 

To  have  poor  Wilhelmina  go. 

Good-by,  my  precious  ;  I  must  run  — 

To-morrow  we  '11  have  lots  of  fun. 


FROM     A     PAINTING     BY     JOHN     W.     ALEXANDER 


lill'      LiriLL      MUlULK. 


THE    WYNDHAM    GIRLS. 


By  Marion  Ames  Taggart. 


The  folUnoing  story  is  the  third  of  the  loii:^  stories  complete  in  one  number  that  are  to  appear  in  the  present 
volume  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Girls  especially  will  enjoy  the  account  of  these  three  young  heroines  who,  suddenly  brought  to  face  a  trying 
situation,  shinv  themselves  lirave,  cheery,  and  capable  despite  lack  of  preparation  ;  hut  boy -readers,  too,  will  he 
sure  to  vote  the  '^IVyndham  Girls'''  delightful  friends.      A  touch  of  romance  adds  a  pleasant  flavor. 


Chaptkr  I. 

"POOR    HUMPTV-DLMPIY." 

"  No  pink  for  me,  please;  1  want  that  shim- 
mering green,  made  up  over  shining  white  silk. 
It  will  make  my  glossy  brown  hair  and  eyes 
look  like  a  ripe  chestnut  among  its  green 
leaves." 

"  Oh,  Bab,  such  glistening  sentences  I  '  Shim- 
mering green,'  '  shining  white,' '  glossy  hair '  — 
you  did  n't  mean  glossy  eyes,  I  hope!  I'.c- 
sides,  you  know,  chestnuts  don't  show  among 
their  green  leaves;  they  stay  in  their  burs  until 
they  drop  off  the  trees." 

•'  Now  Phyllis,  what  's  the  use  of  spoiling  a 


poetical  metaphor,  figure  —  what  do  you  call  it  ? 
Which  do  you  like  best  ?  Have  you  made  up 
your  mind,  Jessamy  ?  " 

"  I  want  all  white  ;  i)robably  this  mousseline- 
dc-soie." 

The  soft  May  wind  from  the  distant  river 
blew  the  lace  curtains  gently  to  and  fro,  lifting 
the  squares  of  delicate  fabrics  scattered  over  the 
couch  on  which  the  tluee  young  girls  were  sit- 
ting. Jessamy,  the  elder  of  the  two  Wyndham 
sisters,  was  at  eighteen  very  beautiful,  with 
dainty  elegance  of  motion,  refinement  of  speech, 
almost  .stately  grace,  unusual  to  her  age  and 
generation.  Barbara,  a  year  younger,  was  her 
o])posite.     Life,  energy,  fun,  were  declared   in 
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every  turn  of  her  head  and  hands.  Small  in  fig- 
ure, with  sparkling  dark  eyes  and  a  saucy  tilt  of 
nose  and  chin,  she  could  hardly  have  contrasted 
more  sharply  with  her  tall,  gray-eyed,  delicately 
tinted  sister,  and  with  what  Bab  herself  called 
"  Jessamy's  Undine  ways."  The  third  girl, 
Phyllis,  was  twin  in  age  to  Jessamy,  unlike  either 
of  the  others  in  appearance  and  temperament. 
She  was  their  cousin,  the  one  child  of  their 
father's  only  brother;  but  as  she  had  been 
brought  up  with  them  since  her  fourth  year, 
Jessamy  and  Barbara  knew  no  lesser  kinship  to 
her  than  to  each  other.  At  first  glance  Phyllis 
was  not  pretty  ;  to  those  who  had  known  her 
for  even  a  brief  time  she  was  beautiful.  Sweet- 
ness, unselfishness,  content  shone  out  from  her 
dark  blue  eyes  with  the  large  pupils  and  dark 
lashes.  Her  lips  rested  together  with  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  smile  in  their  corners,  and  the  clear 
pallor  of  her  complexion  was  shaded  by  her 
masses  of  dark  brown  hair,  which  warmed  into 
red  tints  under  the  sunlight. 

Across  the  room  from  her  daughters  and 
niece,  enjoying  the  girls'  happiness,  sat  Mrs. 
Wyndham,  rocking  slowly.  She  was  a  frail 
creature,  sweet  and  gentle,  still  clad  in  the 
mourning  she  had  worn  for  her  husband  for 
seven  years ;  one  felt  that  she  had  been  properly 
placed  in  luxury,  fortunately  shielded  from 
hardship.  The  Wyndhams  were  wealthy,  and 
the  beautiful  morning-room  in  the  house  on 
Murray  Hill  was  full  of  evidences  of  taste  and 
the  long  possession  of  ample  means  to  gratify  it. 

Even  the  samples  fluttering  under  the  girls' 
fingers  bore  the  name  of  a  French  artist  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  whose  skill  only  the  highly  fa- 
vored could  command,  and  the  consultation 
under  way  was  for  the  selection  for  each  young 
girl  of  gowns  fit  for  a  princess's  wearing,  yet 
intended  for  the  use  of  maidens  not  yet  "  out," 
in  the  hops  at  the  hotel  at  Bar  Harbor  in  the 
coming  summer. 

"  I  'm  afraid  I  'm  dreadfully  vain,"  sighed 
Jessamy,  stroking  the  bits  of  soap-bubble-tinted 
gauzes  as  she  laid  them  together  on  her  knee. 
"  I  hope  I  love  exquisite  things  for  their  own 
sake,  not  because  I  want  them  for  myself:  but 
I  'm  not  sure  my  love  for  them  is  purely 
artistic." 

"You  do  want  them  for  yourself,  but  it's  just 


as  you  want  only  good  pictures  in  your  room," 
said  Phyllis,  coming  up  flushed  from  the  pur- 
suit of  some  errant  bits  under  the  table. 
"  You  're  born  royal  in  taste.  Bab  and  I  could 
get  on  if  we  were  beggared,  but  I  can't  imagine 
you  shabby.  Bab  would  revel  in  a  sunbonnet 
and  driving  cows  home,  and  I  could  be  happy 
in  a  tenement,  if  we  were  together ;  but  you  're 
a  princess,  and  you  can't  be  anything  else." 

"  Vou  're  a  bad  Phyl,  whose  object  in  life  is 
to  spoil  every  one  by  making  them  perfectly 
self-satisfied,"  said  Jessamy.  "  I  hope  some  of 
the  excuses  you  find  for  me  are  true ;  I  'm  as 
luxurious  by  nature  as  a  cat  —  I  know  that. 
Come  to  the  window;  I  want  to  see  this  old- 
rose  in  the  sunlight." 

Bab  stopped  swinging  her  feet,  and  slijjped 
from  the  arm  of  her  mother's  chair,  where  she 
had  perched,  to  follow  them.  "  Don't  you 
abuse  cats,  nor  my  sister  Jessamy,  miss,"  she 
said,  putting  her  arms  around  slender  Jessamy 
and  peering  over  her  shoulder  at  the  sample  of 
silk,  while  she  rubbed  Jessamy's  arm  with  her 
chin,  like  an  affectionate  dog.  "  They  're  two  as 
nice  things  as  I  know.  Madrina,  Mr.  Hurd  is 
crossing  the  street,  and  he  's  headed  this  way." 

"  Oh,  dear!  "  sighed  Mrs.  Wyndham,  almost 
fretfully.  "  I  suppose  he  is  coming  to  urge  me 
again  to  withdraw  our  money  from  the  busi- 
ness; he  has  tormented  me  all  winter  to  do  it. 
He  says  it  is  n't  secure ;  but  that  "s  absurd,  with 
Mr.  Abbott  at  the  helm,  whom  your  dear  father 
trusted  as  he  did  himself!  It  's  all  because 
they  won't  show  the  books  lately  —  as  though 
I  wanted  to  see  them  while  Mr.  Abbott  is 
managing!  I  can't  see  why  Mr.  Hurd  is  so 
nervous  and  suspicious !  Mr.  Abbott  came  ex- 
pressly to  see  me,  and  explained  how  bad  it 
would  be  for  the  corporation  if  I  offered  my 
stock  in  the  market.  I  understand  him  much 
better  than  Mr.  Hurd;  he  is  more  patient,  and 
won't  leave  a  point  until  he  has  made  me  see 
it  as  he  does.  I  am  no  l)usiness  woman,  and  I 
can't  understand  these  things  very  well  at  best. 
You  stay  in  the  room  to-day,  children,  and  see 
if  you  understand.  Mr.  Hurd  insists  that  I  am 
risking  beggaring  you,  and  that  distresses  me 
unspeakably." 

"  Don't  mind  Mr.  Hurd,  madrina;  he  's  an 
Anxious  Attorney,"  said  Barbara,  with  an  air  of 
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lucidity,  as  Violet,  the  black  maid,  announced 
the  lawyer,  who  followed  at  once  on  the  an- 
nouncement. 

"  We  are  pluming,  or  more  properly  donning, 
our  feathers  for  flight,  Mr.  Hurd,"  said  Mrs. 
Wyndham,  rising,  and  pointing  to  the  samples 
on  the  couch,  as  she  extended  her  hand. 

"Yes,  yes  I"  said  the  little  man,  shaking 
hands  with  .Mrs.  Wyndham  without  looking  at 
her.  "Good  morning.  Miss  Jessamy;  good 
morning,  Phyllis ;  how  do  you  do,  little  Bar- 
bara ?  May  I  interrupt  your  —  gracious  pow- 
ers, dear  madam,  I  mean  I  must  interrupt  your 
plans,  Mrs.  Wyndham  !  " 

Jessamy  and  Phyllis  clutched  each  other  with 
sutiden  pallor.  The  little  lawyer's  voice  shook 
with  emotion.  Bab  flushed,  and  ran  to  her 
mother,  jnitting  her  arms  around  her  frail  figure 
as  thougli  to  place  herself  ns  a  bulwark  between 
her  and  ill. 

"  You  will  not  interrupt  anything  more  im- 
portant than  the  selection  of  dancing-gowns  for 
the  children,"  said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  with  her 
soft  dignity,  though  she  turned  a  little  paler. 
"  Is  there  any  special  reason  for  your  visit, — 
kind  visit  always, —  Mr.  Hurd  ?  And  may  the 
girls  hear  what  you  have  to  say,  since  their  in- 
terests are  at  stake  ?  " 

"Special  reason,  madam?  Special  reason, 
indeed!  Heaven  help  me,  I  don't  know  how  to 
say  what  must  be  said,  but  I  prefer  the  young 
ladies  to  hear  it,"  groaned  their  old  friend. 

"  Evidently  you  feel  that  you  have  something 
unpleasant  to  tell  me,  Mr.  Hurd,  but  I  feel  sure 
you  magnify  it ;  you  know  you  are  always  more 
timid  and  pessimistic  than  I,"  said  Mrs.  Wynd- 
ham, dropping  into  the  nearest  chair  and  trying 
to  smile. 

"  Mrs.  Wyndham,  my  dear  lady,  it  is  n't  a 
matter  for  self-gratulation !  If  I  could  have 
made  you  listen  to  me  six  —  even  two  months 
ago,  I  should  not  be  here  to-day,  the  bearer 
of  this  dreadful  news,"  burst  out  the  lawyer, 
impatiently. 

"  Would  n't  it  be  better  to  tell  us  quickly, 
Mr.  Hurd?  You  frighten  us  with  hints,"  said 
Jessamy,  in  her  silvery,  even  voice,  but  the  poor 
child's  lips  were  white. 

Mr.  Hurd  glanced  at  her.  "  Yes,"  he  said, 
"  but  it  is  not  easy.     I  heard  the  definite  news 


last  night  in  Wall  Street ;  rumors  have  been 
afloat  for  days.  I  wanted  to  give  you  one 
more  night  of  untroubled  sleep.  It  will  be  in 
the  evening  papers." 

"  What  will,  Mr.  Hurd  ?  "  burst  out  Barbara, 
impatiently. 

"  The  fiiilure  of  the  Wyndham  Iron  Com- 
pany." 

There  was  dead  silence  in  the  room,  broken 
only  by  the  low-toned  P^'cnch  clock  striking  ten 
times. 

"  The  company  —  failed  ?  "  whispered  Mrs. 
W^yndham,  trying  to  find  her  voice. 

"  What  does  that  mean,  Mr.  Hurd?"  asked 
Phyllis. 

"  It  means  that  your  mother's  bonds  and 
stocks  are  valueless,  and  as  she  holds  everything 
in  her  own  right,  and  has  kept  all  that  your 
father  left  in  the  business,  it  means  that  your 
inheritance  has  been  wiped  out  of  existence," 
said  the  lawyer,  not  discriminating  between 
daughters  and  niece  in  his  excitement. 

"  How  can  the  company  have  failed  ?  I 
don't  believe  it !  "  cried  Mrs.  Wyndham,  start- 
ing to  her  feet  with  sudden  strength. 

"  Dear  Mrs.  W^yndham,  it  is  too  certain," 
said  her  husband's  old  friend  and  attorney, 
gently.  "When  they  refused  to  open  up  the 
books  for  inspection  I  knew  this  would  come." 

"  Mr.  Abbott  —  "  began  Mrs.  Wyndham. 

"  Mr.  Abbott  is  an  outrageous  villain,"  inter- 
rupted Mr.  Hurd,  passionately.  "  He  has  got 
control  of  the  business,  and  ruined  it  by  run- 
ning it  on  a  speculative  basis  —  though  justice  to 
his  business  capacity  compels  me  to  add  that 
he  has  secured  liimself  against  harm.  Henry 
Wyndham  was  completely  deceived  in  him." 

"  I  never  knew  any  one  ruined  outside  of 
books,"  said  Jessamy,  trying  to  smile.  "  What 
does  it  mean  ?  Going  to  live  in  an  East  Side 
tenement  and  working  in  a  sweat-shop  ?  " 

"  Nonsense,  Jessamy !  "  said  her  mother, 
sharply,  drying  the  tears  which  had  been  softly 
falling,  v.hile  Bab  wailed  aloud  at  the  picture. 
"  Nonsense !  I  shall  sell  some  stock,  and  I  am 
sure  we  shall  get  on  very  well,  perhaps  econo- 
mizing somewhat." 

"  Dear  madam,  you  no  more  grasp  the  situa- 
tion than  you  saw  it  coming,"  said  Mr.  Hurd, 
struggling  between  annoyance  and  pity.     "The 
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value  of  your  stock  is  wiped  out ;  practically, 
you  have  no  stock.  Still,  I  hoi)e  matters  will 
not  be  as  bad  as  Miss  Jessamy  ])ictures.  This 
house  will  rent  or  sell  for  enougli  to  give  you 
six  or  eight  thousand  a  year,  and  if  you  sell  the 
pictures  and  furniture  you  will  have  a  very 
respectable  principal  to  live  upon;  bad  as  tlie 
case  is,  it  might  be  far  worse." 

"  Do  you  mean  that  this  house  will  be  the 
sole — actually  the  sole  —  source  of  income?" 
gasped  Mrs.  Wyndhani,  with  more  agitation 
than  she  had  yet  shown. 

Mr.  Hurd  nodded. 

The  poor  lady  uttered  a  sharp  cry,  and  fell 
back,  sobbing  wildly.  "  Then  I  have  nothing, 
nothing!"  she  screamed.  "My  darhngs  are 
beggared." 

Phyllis  rang  for  Violet,  and  Mr.  Hurd  leaped 
to  his  feet,  apprehending  the  truth.  "  What  do 
you  mean,  Mrs.  Wyndham  ?  "  he  demanded. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  rested  her  head  on  Phyllis's 
arm.  "  Last  March,"  she  said  feebly,  "  Mr. 
Abbott  came  to  me,  telling  me  that  the  business 
was  temporarily  embarrassed,  and  asked  me  to 
let  him  negotiate  a  loan  with  this  house  as 
security." 

Mr.  Hurd,  who  had  been  pacing  the  floor 
furiously,  stopped  short  with  a  fervent  impreca- 
tion. Halting  before  the  feeble  creature  who 
had  been  so  duped,  he  thrust  his  hands  deep  in 
his  pockets  and  gazed  down  at  her.  "And  you 
did  it  ?  "  he  growled. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  bowed  her  head  lower,  and 
just  then  Violet  came  back  with  Jessamy,  who 
had  gone  to  seek  her,  and,  with  her  black  face 
gray  from  sympathy  and  fright,  put  her  strong 
arms  around  her  mistress's  fragile  body,  lifting 
her  like  a  baby. 

"  Come  right  along,  you  po'  little  lamb-lady," 
she  said.  "  Miss  Jes'my  done  telephone  for  de 
doctah,  an'  I  's  goin'  make  you  comf'able  in 
bed.  Don'  you  cry  'nothah  teah  ;  Vi'let  ain't 
goin'  let  nothin'  come  neah  you." 

Utterly  prostrated  in  mind  and  body,  Mrs. 
Wyndham  found  comfort  in  the  soft  voice  and 
loving  arms.  She  drooped  her  head  on  the  tall 
girl's  pink  gingham  shoulder,  and  let  herself  be 
carried  to  her  chamber  as  if  she  had  been  a  child. 

Jessamy  turned  to  Mr.  Hurd.  "  You  will 
not  mind  if  we  received  the  news  rather  badly  ?  " 


slie  said.  "We  all  shall  play  our  parts  when 
we  have  learned  them.  It  —  it  —  came  rather 
suddenly,  you  see."  Evidently  Jessamy  was 
going  to  be  the  princess  her  cousin  called  her, 
and  meet  misfortune  ])roudly. 

"  You  dear  child  I  "  said  the  lawyer,  his  eyes 
dimming  as  he  looked  in  the  lovely  face, 
blanched  white,  and  noted  the  lines  holding  the 
soft  lips  grimly  set  to  keep  them  from  quivering. 
"You  and  Phyllis  are  little  heroines.  Don't  try 
to  be  too  brave ;  it  is  better  to  cry,  and  then 
wipe  away  the  tears  to  see  what  is  to  be  done 
after  the  shipwreck." 

"What  are  we  likely  to  have  to  live  on  if 
we  sell  our  things?"  asked  Jessamy,  trying  to 
thank  him  with  a  smile. 

"  No  one  can  say  positively;  it  is  guesswork. 
But  your  father  knew  good  pictures,  and  I 
should  say  you  might  have  an  income  of  two 
thousand  a  year  out  of  the  net  result  of  the  sale. 
We  won't  go  into  that  this  morning.  Good-by, 
my  dears.  Try  not  to  worry.  No  one  knows 
what  is  best  for  him  in  this  curious  world.  Peo- 
ple are  usually  better  and  stronger  for  trying 
their  mettle,  as  well  as  their  muscle.  God  bless 
you !  "  Jessamy  did  not  attempt  to  answer. 
Mr.  Hurd  laid  his  hand  gently  on  each  head, 
and  went  away. 

Left  to  themselves,  Jessamy  and  Phyllis 
looked  at  each  other  and  around  the  pretty 
room  still  strewn  with  the  samples  of  their  dan- 
cing-gowns. With  a  sudden  rush  of  memory 
they  saw  themselves  little  children  playing 
around  the  kind  father — father  to  both  equally 
—  who  had  given  them  this  home,  and  with 
equal  clearness  saw  the  years  stretching  out 
before  them  in  which  this  home  would  have  no 
being.  The  necessity  for  self-restraint  was 
removed ;  with  a  common  impulse  they  threw 
themselves  in  each  other's  arms,  and  burst  into 
passionate  wee])ing. 

Bab  stirred  uneasily  on  the  floor  where  she 
had  lain  sobbing,  dried  her  eyes,  and  said: 

"  Don't  cry  like  that,  girls ;  please  don't.  It 
does  n't  matter  when  I  cry ;  I  always  go  off 
one  way  or  the  other:  but  I  can't  stand  you 
being  wretched." 

She  gathered  herself  up  and  went  over  to  the 
other  two,  who,  having  controlled  themselves 
while  she  cried,  could  not  raise  their  heads. 
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liab  was  mercurial ;  she  had  wept  her  first 
horror  away,  and  now  the  necessity  of  her 
nature  to  look  on  the  bright  side  asserted  itself. 

"  I  think  likely  two  thousand  a  year  is  a  lot 
when  you  arc  used  to  it,"  she  said.  "  I  expect 
to  learn  to  manage  so  well  that  we  can  adopt 
twins  on  the  money  left  over  from  our  expenses. 
I  '11  get  points  from  Ruth  Wells;  she  has 
learned  contriving.  Look  up ;  smile.  '  Rise, 
Sally,  rise  ;  dry  your  weeping  eyes  I '  " 

"  Don't,  Bab;  you  have  n't  an  idea  of  what 
has  hai)pened,"  said  Jessamy,  faintly,  but  at 
the  same  time  she  raised  her  head,  checking  her 
tears  a  little. 

Bab  saw  it  with  secret  triumjjh.  "  Don't  I  '■ 
I  've  as  much  experience  as  you,  miss,  anyway. 
Still,  I  'm  willing  to  confess  I  'd  rather  not  be 
poor,"  she  said,  with  the  air  of  making  a  gener- 
ous concession.  '•  But  we  '11  be  happy  yet  I  It 
is  rather  hard  to  be  thrown  off  your  high  wall, 
where  you  've  sat  all  your  life.  Poor  Humpty- 
Dumpty  !  I  never  properly  felt  for  him  before!" 

And  Bab  was  rewarded  for  her  nonsense  by 
a  tearful  smile  from  Jessamy  and  Phyllis. 

Chapter    II. 

FRIENDS,    COUNSELORS,    AND    PLANS. 

The  evening  turned  cool  and  damp,  with  the 
unreliability  of  May.  Mrs.  Wyndham,  too  ill 
to  rise,  slept,  under  sedatives,  the  sleep  of  utter 
exhaustion.  The  girls  had  taken  refuge  around 
the  grate  fire  in  Jessamy's  beautiful  room,  with 
its  fine  pictures,  and  background  of  moss  greens 
and  browns.  They  were  profoundly  depressed, 
for  on  taking  account  of  their  stock  of  accom- 
plishments they  found  that,  though  they  were 
talented,  they  were  untrained  to  practical  labor, 
and  that  Jessamy's  drawing,  Bab's  music,  Phyl- 
lis's  clever  stories  and  verses,  were  all  too  ama- 
teurish to  find  a  place  in  the  marts. 

"  I  suppose  there  is  n't  much  good  in  making 
plans,"  said  Jessamy,  gazing  gloomily  into  the 
fire.  "  I  think  we  should  live  quite  poorly  for 
a  while,  within  our  income,  whatever  it  is,  and 
fit  ourselves  to  do  something  well.  I  don't  want 
to  rush  into  any  kind  of  half-good  emi)loyment, 
when  by  self-denial,  hardship  perhai)S,  at  first, 
we  might  amount  to  something  in  the  end." 

"Hail,  Minerva !"  cried  Phvllis.      "You  '11 


be  as  thoroughbred  a  working-girl,  if  you  must, 
as  you  were  fine  lady,  and  that  's  what  I  love 
you  for,  Jasmine-blossom." 

"  My  poor  unfortunate  children,  are  you  sit- 
ting here  in  the  dark  ?  "  cried  a  voice.  "  I  saw 
that  dreadful  item  in  the  '  Post ' ;  is  it  true  ?  " 

"  How  do  you  do.  Aunt  Henrietta  ?  "  said 
Jessamy,  rising,  while  Bab  barely  stifled  a  groan. 

"  About  the  failure  ?  Yes,  I  'm  afraid  it  's 
quite  true." 

Mrs.  Hewlett  was  Mr.  Wyndham's  aunt ;  lie 
had  been  her  favorite  nephew  because  he  bore 
her  name.  Her  grand-nieces  did  not  love  her. 
She  had  a  strong  tendency  to  speak  her  opin- 
ions, provided  they  were  unpleasant  to  the 
hearer,  for  she  prided  herself  on  her  sincerity 
and  infallibility  of  judgment.  Jessamy,  Phyllis, 
and  Bab  recognized  in  her  coming  an  added 
hardship  at  the  end  of  their  hard  day. 

"  I  always  knew  it  would  end  this  way,"  said 
Aunt  Henrietta,  dropping  into  an  easy-chair 
and  letting  her  cloak  slip  to  the  floor.  "  Your 
mother  has  no  sort  of  business  ability.  Poor 
Henry !  " 

"  Mama  did  not  ruin  the  Iron  Company, 
aunt,  and  papa  can't  need  pity  now  as  much  as 
she  does,"  said  Bab,  losing  her  temper  instantly, 
as  she  always  did  on  encountering  her  whom 
she  disrespectfully  called  "  the  drum-major." 

"  How  are  you  left  ?  "  demanded  Aunt  Hen- 
rietta, ignoring  Bab,  to  Jessamy's  profound 
gratitude. 

"  We  shall  have  only  what  the  contents  of 
this  house  will  bring,"  said  Jessamy.  "  ^^'e 
hope  it  may  be  two  thousand  a  year." 

Aunt  Henrietta  held  up  both  hands  in  genu- 
ine horror,  crying :  "  Two  thousand  for  such  a 
family  as  you  are !  It  is  practically  beggary. 
You  have  been  brought  up  in  the  most  extrav- 
agant way — never  taught  the  value  of  money. 
Your  mother  spoiled  you  from  the  cradle.  I 
suppose  you  will  run  through  what  little  ready 
money  you  have,  and  then  expect  to  be  helped 
by  your  friends." 

"  Really,  Aunt  Henrietta,  I  can't  see  why 
you  assume  us  entirely  to  lack  common  sense, 
principles,  and  pride,"  said  Jessamy,  struggling 
to  keep  her  voice  steady.  "  We  were  just  re- 
solving to  make  our  income  suffice,  investing 
our  little  capital  in  some  safe  way." 
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"H'm!    Two  thousand  suft'ice  !    You 're  ex-  nent,"  said  the  old  lady,  after  a  pause.    "  V'uu '11 

actly  like  your  mother  —  absolutely  unpractical,  be  dependent  on  your  friends'   charity   in   six 

If  poor  Henry  —  "began  Mrs.  Hewlett.  months,  and   you  will   be   wise  not  to  offend 

"  Now,  Aunt  Henrietta,  just  drop  mama,  if  them." 
you  please,"  interrupted  Barbara,  hotly.     "  She         "I  won't !    I  '11  beg  from  door  to  door,  or  be  a 


is  the  dearest 
mother  in  the 
world,  and  you 
know  how  papa 
loved  her,  I 
don't  see  what 
pleasure  there 
can  be  in  trying 
to  blame  some 
one  for  this  trou- 
ble, but  if  any 
one  is  to  blame 
it  was  dear  papa 
himself,  not  ma- 
ma, for  he  left 
her  all  his 
wealth,  all  his 
trust  in  Mr.  Ab- 
bott, and  never 
taught  her  one 
thing  about  bus- 
iness. Mama 
never  said  nor 
did  an  unkmd 
thing  in  all  her 
gentle  life,  and 
I  won't  have 
her  abused.  In 
spite  of  all  that 
you  say,  you 
were  very  proud 
of  her  lovely 
face  and  man- 
ners always,  and 
glad  enough  to 
point  her  out  as  your  niece 


cash-girl  first," 
Bab  sobbed  out. 
"  Besides,  I  'm 
not  imperti- 
nent ;  I  'm  only 
firm." 

The  idea  of 
Bab  firm,  on  the 
verge  of  hyster- 
ics, made  Jessa- 
my  and  Phyllis 
smile  faintly. 

"  Better  not 
say  any  more, 
Bab,"  Phyllis 
whispered,  as 
she  stroked  the 
hot  cheek,  while 
Jessamy  said  : 
"  You  must  not 
mind  Bab,  aunt. 
We  all  are  more 
or  less  over- 
wrought. But  I 
agree  with  her 
that,  if  you 
please,  we  will 
leave  our  mo- 
ther out  of  the 
discussion." 

"Idon'tmind 
that  very  flighty 
child;  she  never 
had  a  particle 
of  stability,  and 
You  've  boasted     she  has  had  no  training,"   said  Aunt  Henrietta, 
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of  us  while  we  were  rich,  and  now  you  talk  as  with  what  in  a  less  dignified  person  would  have 

if  this  trouble  was  a  punishment  for  our  sins,  been  a  sniff.     "  What  work  will  you  take  uj)  ? 

especially  mama's.     And  I  won't  let  you  men-  For  of  course  it  is  ridiculous  to  talk  of  living 

tion  her  !  —  dear,    crushed   mama  !  —  lying  in  on  two  thousand  a  year;  you  must  go  to  work." 

there  heartbroken  for  our  sakes  !  "  "  We  have  not  decided  anything  yet,  aunt ; 

Bab's  cheeks  had  been  getting  redder,  her  we  've  had    only  a  few  hours  to  get  used  to 

voice  higher,  through  this  outburst,  until  at  this  being  poor,"  replied  Phyllis, 

point  she  burst  into  tempestuous  tears.  "  I  've  been  considering  your  case  as  I  drove 

"  Highty-tighty,    miss  !     Don't   be    imperti-  over,  and  I  believe  there  's  nothing  you  can  do 
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decently.  Your  education  is  the  thistle-down 
veneer  girls  get  nowadays,"  said  their  aunt,  dis- 
regarding the  fact  that  she  would  have  been  no 
better  armed  to  meet  misfortune  at  their  age. 

"  Veneer  I  "  echoed  Jessamy.  "  I  hope  not, 
though  I  don't  know  what  thistle-down  veneer 
is.  I  would  n't  mind  being  honest  white  pine, 
but  I  should  despise  the  best  veneer." 

"  I  am  sure  you  are  only  fit  for  nursery  gov- 
ernesses. I  have  a  place  which  Phyllis  can 
take,  to  teach  French  to  some  girls  of  her  own 
age.  The  mother  applied  to  me  for  a  teacher. 
They  are  new-rich,  but  that  is  the  one  thing 
Phyllis  can  do.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  help  you 
further,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta. 

'•  We  shall  not  need  help,"  said  Jessamy,  her 
head  up  like  a  young  racer.  "  Will  you  e.xcuse 
us  from  more  of  this  sort  of  talk,  aunt  ?  We 
have  had  a  hard  day." 

Mrs.  Hewlett  rose ;  her  eldest  niece  over- 
awed her  in  spite  of  her  determination  not  to 
mind  what  she  called  "  Jessamy's  affected  airs." 

'•  I  felt  sure  I  should  not  find  you  chastened 
by  misfortune,"  she  said.  "  You  should  take 
your  downfall  in  a  more  Christian  spirit.  I 
trust  you  will  heed  me  in  one  point  at  least. 
Sell  your  best  clothes  and  ornaments.  It  will 
be  most  unbecoming  if,  in  your  altered  circum- 
stances, you  dress  as  you  did  when  you  were 
Henry  Wynd ham's  daughters.  People  will 
make  the  most  unkind  comments  if  you  do." 

Barbara  had  recovered  by  this  time.  ''  Are 
n't  w'e  still  Henry  Wyndham's  daughters, 
aunt  ?  "  she  asked  guilelessly.  "  I  did  n't  real- 
ize parentage  as  well  as  inheritance  was  vested 
in  the  business.  What  a  calamity  it  failed  I  As 
to  unkind  remarks,  no  mere  ac([uaintance  will 
make  them ;  all  but  our  relatives  will  under- 
stand that  we  could  afford  fine  things  when  we 
had  them,  and  that  failure  did  not  destroy 
them." 

"Bab,  how  can  you?"  said  Jessamy,  re- 
l^roachfully,  as  Mrs.  Hewlett  disappeared. 
"  There  is  no  use  in  making  her  worse  than 
she  is." 

"  I  could  n't.  Lady  Jessamy  ;  nature  is  per- 
fect in  her  works,"  said  Bab,  airily,  holding  out 
her  hand  for  a  letter  Violet  offered  her. 

It  was  a  note  from  a  lifelong  friend  of  her 
mother's,  so  loving,  so  considerate,   so  gener- 


ously delicate  in  its  offer  of  help  that  no  better 
antidote  to  their  great-aunt's  trying  peculiarities 
could  have  come  to  the  poor  girls,  whose  wounds 
were  .smarting  as  if  salt  had  been  dropped  on 
them  from  Mrs.  Hewlett's  remarks. 

"Dear,  lovely,  blessed  Mrs.  \an  Alyn  I " 
cried  all  three  girls,  sobbing  on  one  another's 
shoulders  after  they  had  read  the  warm  mes- 
sage ;  but  this  time  their  tears  were  of  the  sort 
\\  hich  do  good,  and  sent  them  to  bed  refreshed 
and  comforted. 

In  the  morning  Bab  started  off  early  to  carry 
out  her  plan  of  consulting  Ruth  Wells.  Ruth 
was  a  brisk  Httle  creature  of  Bab's  own  age, 
who  had  been  the  Wyndhams'  schoolmate  for  a 
short  time,  but  who,  meeting  with  misfortune 
also,  had  dropped  almost  entirely  out  of  their 
lives;  only  Bab,  refusing  to  let  her  go,  kept  up 
a  much  interrupted  friendship  with  her. 

Ruth  lived  with  her  mother  in  a  little  flat 
—  apartment  is  too  dignified  a  word  —  not  far 
from  the  Morningside  Heights.  She  was  skil- 
ful with  her  needle,  and  earned  by  embroider- 
ing enough  to  supplement  sufficiently  for  their 
needs  an  income  hardly  large  enough  to  pay 
tlieir  low  rent.  Bab  had  always  wondered  that 
she  was  so  happy.  To-day  she  resolved,  if  pos- 
sible, to  solve  the  secret  of  her  content. 

As  she  pressed  the  button  under  the  speak- 
ing-tube over  which  the  name  "  Wells  "  shone 
on  a  narrow  strip  of  brass,  the  latch  of  the  front 
door  clicked,  and  pushing  it  open,  Barbara 
mounted  the  three  flights  of  stairs. 

Ruth  herself  opened  the  door  at  their  head, 
and  uttered  an  exclamation  of  surprise  and 
]jleasure  at  the  sight  of  Bab. 

"  Oh,  Babbie  dear,  does  it  aftect  you  ?  "  she 
cried  at  once.  "  I  saw  an  account  of  the  Wynd- 
ham  Iron  Works'  failure  in  this  morning's 
'  Times.' " 

'•  It  affects  us  so  much,  Ruth,  that  I  came 
here  to  get  your  advice.  You  've  had  experi- 
ence in  coming  down  in  the  world.  And  I 
want  to  say,"  Bab  went  on,  with  heightened 
color,  "  that  I  wish  we  all  had  been  here  oftener. 
We  never  realized  how  lonely  you  must  have 
been  at  first."  .-Vnd  Bab  looked  around  the  lit- 
tle parlor  with  new  interest. 

"  Oh,  I  was  so  much  younger  than  we  are 
now   when   our  troubles  came  that   they   were 
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easier  to  bear,"  said  Ruth,  brightly.  "  You  've 
always  been  a  good  friend,  Bab.  Peojile  who  are 
poor  are  too  busy  to  see  much  oftho.se  who  have 
all  their  time  on  their  hands.  It  is  n't  possible 
to  be  intimate  with  people  who  live  very  dif- 
ferently from  ourselves.  But  do  tell  me,  is  it 
as  bad  a  failure  as  the  jjaper  had  it?  "  ^\■llilc 
Ruth  had  talked  she  had  gotten  off  Bab's  outer 
garments,  and  now  seated  herself  at  her  cm- 
broidery-frame,  while  Bab  drew  a  chair  in  front 
of  it,  and  shook  her  head. 

"Quite  as  bad;  worse,  in  fact,"  she  said, 
and  proceeded  to  tell  Ruth  the  whole  story. 
"  Now,  what  I  want  to  know  is  whether  four 
persons  can  possibly  live  on  two  thousand  a 
year  —  supposing  we  have  that  —  until  we  learn 
to  be  useful?"  she  asked  in  conclusion. 

"  Of  course,"  said  Ruth,  with  cheerful  deci- 
sion. She  did  not  seem  to  think  the  case  very 
bad.  Taking  a  pencil  and  paper  from  the 
table,  she  began  to  reckon. 

"  Do  you  think  you  could  do  your  own  work 
in  a  little  flat  ?  "  she  asked. 

"  Mercy,  no  I  "  cried  Bab,  in  horror.  ••  Why, 
we  'd  starve !  We  can't  do  anything.  We 
must  board." 

"  That  's  a  pity,  for  cheap  boarding  is  un- 
wholesome, vulgar,  and  generally  horrid,"  said 
Ruth.  "  However,  if  you  must,  you  must. 
It  won't  last.  Mama  and  I  began  that  way, 
but  we  soon  learned  better.  You  can  get 
two  rooms,  maybe,  for  seven  dollars  apiece  — 
twenty-eight  dollars  a  week.  That  's  —  fifty- 
two  times  —  fourteen  hundred  and  fifty-six  dol- 
lars a  year.  That  leaves  five  hundred  for  wash- 
ing, clothing,  possible  doctor's  bill,  and  so  on." 

"  Can  we  live  for  that  ?  "  asked  Bab,  awed 
by  Ruth's  businesslike  methods. 

"  It  will  be  bad,  but  you  would  be  foolish  to 
spend  more.  Your  mother  is  delicate,  and  you 
will  have  to  get  her  dainties,  no  matter  how 
you  board.  We  ran  too  close  to  our  margin 
once.     I  never  forgot  the  lesson,"  said  Ruth. 

'■  You  've  helped  me  a  lot,  Ruth,"  said  Bab, 
rising  to  go.  "  I  should  n't  mind  being  poor  if 
I  could  be  like  you." 

"  Well,  I  believe  I  've  a  talent  for  poverty.  It 
has  a  good  side,"  laughed  Ruth.  "  I  'm  happy 
because  I  'm  so  busy  I  've  no  time  to  imagine 
troubles.     I  can't  even  sto])  to  realize   I   don't 


feel  well ;  so  if  that  happens  I  hardly  know  it. 
I  just  work  ahead  and  drive  the  headache  off. 
You  don't  know  how  good  it  is  for  girls  to  have 
lots  that  must  be  done.  Come  see  our  flat," 
added  brave  Ruth,  leading  the  way.  "  This  is 
mama's  room  ;  the  next  one  is  mine.  Here  's  the 
bath-room ;  you  see,  it  is  large,  for  a  flat ! 
And  is  n't  this  a  nice  little  sunny  dining-room  ? 
Here  's  the  kitchen.  Mama,  this  is  Barbara 
Wyndham." 

Mrs.  Wells  was  bending  over  a  double  boiler 
on  the  gas-range.  She  looked  sweet  and  well 
bred  in  her  black  gown,  with  a  white  apron 
shielding  it,  and  held  out  a  delicate  hand  to 
Bab,  with  no  apology  for  her  employment. 

Bab  looked  at  the  rooms  with  newly  percep- 
tive eyes.  Everything  was  <jf  the  plainest,  yet 
so  refined  and  dainty  it  could  but  be  pretty. 
She  began  to  suspect  there  were  many  things  in 
life  to  learn  which  would  prove  pleasant  know- 
ledge. But  she  wondered,  coming  from  the 
spacious  Murray  Hill  rooms,  how  Ruth  and  her 
mother  managed  to  move  about  in  these  with- 
out seriously  damaging  their  anatomy.  Ruth 
was  so  proud  of  it  all,  however,  so  unconscious 
of  defects  in  her  home,  that  Bab  could  envy  her, 
though  it  was  a  meager  box  of  a  ])lace,  and 
Ruth  worked  hard  to  maintain  it. 

"  Thank  you  again,  Ruth,"  she  said,  as  her 
friend  hugged  her  at  the  head  of  the  stairs,  let- 
ting the  pity  she  dared  not  express  show  in  the 
warmth  of  her  embrace  and  the  tears  in  her  eyes 
as  she  kissed  her.  '•  I  'm  coming  often,  please, 
for  advice  and  courage.  You  've  shown  me 
already  I  need  not  fear.  I  suspect  our  first 
additional  revenue  will  come  from  the  sale  of 
my  great  work,  '  How  to  be  Happy  though 
Beggared.'  " 

Chapter  III. 

WAYS    AND    MEANS. 

Events  moved  swiftly  for  the  Wyndhams, 
impelled  by  the  force  of  necessity  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham had  been  widely  known  for  the  value  of 
his  art  treasures,  and  collectors  came  from  dis- 
tant cities  to  bid  for  them  as  they  hung  on  the 
walls.  Everything  else  was  to  be  sold  by 
auction,  and  Mrs.  Van  Alyn,  the  kind  friend 
whose   loving   letter   had    comforted   the    girls. 
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persuaded  Mrs.  \Vvn(lham  to  come  to  her  for 
the  final  two  weeks  of  her  nominal  ownership 
of  the  house.  It  would  be  less  painful  for  the 
poor  lady  to  pass  its  threshold  for  the  last  time, 
shutting  the  door  on  everything  as  she  had 
loved  it,  than  to  remain  through  the  dismal  dis- 
mantling 
p  r  o- 
cess. 


A  YOUNG  MAN  DASHED  DOW.V  THE  STEPS  INTO  THE  RUINS. 


Accordingly,  one  warm  sunny  morning 
Mrs.  Van  Alyn's  rotund  horses  drew  up  at  the 
door,  and  Mrs.  Wyndham,  looking  very  frail, 
and  newly  widowed  under  her  long  veil,  came 


slowly  down  the  stairs,  leaning  on  Jessamy's 
arm,  and  forth  upon  the  door-steps,  where  for 
the  last  time  the  mahogany  door  swung  close, 
.shutting  out  the  mistress  of  the  house  forever. 
Mrs.  Van  Alyn  helped  the  three  girls  through 
the  dreadful  days  of  the  sale,  at  the  end  of 
which  they  found  themselves  homeless,  but 
with  their  expectation  of  the  result  of  the  sale 
realized.  They  had,  with  a  little  personal  legacy 
left  them  by  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Hew-lett,  thirty 
thousand  dollars  residuum  of  their  former 
wealth,  which,  invested  by  Mr.  Hurd,  would 
yield  them  an  income  of  two  thousand  a  year. 
The  first  step  to  be  made  by  these  novices  in 
the  ungentle  art  of  living  was  to  find  a 
boarding-place,  and  in  this  they  were  aided 
by  Ruth,  whose  experience  had  taught 
what  to  seek  and  what  to  avoid.  The 
imitations  of  their  purse  defined  the 
boundaries  of  their  search ;  only 
places  where  low  prices  obtained 
were  open  to  the  Wyndhams,  a 
fact  difficult  to  master  at  first, 
and  the  poor  little  pilgrims 
up  Poverty  Hill  shrank 
from  the  mere  exterior 
of  some  of  the  houses 
in  their  list  of  adver- 
tisements cut  from 
the  papers.  They 
climbed  long  flights 
of  stairs,  to  see  re- 
peated dingy  rooms 
carpeted  in  flowery 
tapestry  carpets, 
with  oak  or  ex- 
pressionless mar- 
ble-topped black- 
walnut  furniture 
—  those  furnished 
in  mahogany  or 
maple  were  be- 
yond the  Wynd- 
hams' range  of 
price.  These  days 
of  search  taught  the 
girls  more  of  life  than  their  entire  years  had  yet 
shown  them,  and  the  fruit  of  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge was  bitter  indeed. 

"  I  tell  you,  you  would  be  far  better  off  in 
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your  own  little  flat,  cooking  your  own  little 
dinner,  on  your  own  little  gas-range,  in  your 
own  little  spider.  However,  don't  lose  heart ; 
there  are  degrees  of  badness,"  laughed  Ruth, 
as  they  despondently  quitted  an  uncommonly 
discouraging  specimen  of  the  typical  boarding- 
house,  impregnated  with  odors  of  the  dinners 
of  "  Christmases  past." 

At  last  they  found  a  place,  in  one  of  the 
"  Thirty  "  streets,  where  there  were  two  rooms 
adjoining,  though  not  connected,  on  the  very 
topmost  floor,  which  they  could  get  at  their 
price  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that  they  were 
heated  only  by  stoves,  and  they  would  be  ex- 
pected to  look  after  their  own  fires.  They  were 
sunny,  and,  though  plainly  furnished,  less  ugly 
than  others  the  girls  had  seen,  and  they  took 
them,  since  they  could  do  no  better,  proceeding 
to  make  the  best  of  what  each  felt  in  her  heart 
was  a  very  bad  bargain,  with  the  courage  each 
possessed  in  different  forms. 

There  were  two  days  intervening  between 
engaging  and  taking  possession  of  the  new 
boarding-place,  and  Bab  assumed  the  task  of 
beautifying  their  unattractive  quarters  before 
her  mother  should  see  them.  She  would  not 
permit  any  of  the  others  to  look  at  her  im- 
provements, but  hammered  her  thumbs  and 
strained  her  unaccustomed  arms  putting  up 
curtains,  shelves,  casts,  and  photographs  alone, 
in  order,  she  said,  "  to  usher  her  family  into  a 
bower  of  bliss"  when  it  moved  in. 

On  the  afternoon  before  this  event  Barbara 

came  down  Thirty Street  from  Sixth  Avenue. 

Her  arms  were  full  of  flower-pots, —  two  filled 
them, —  and  a  boy  followed  with  a  basket  con- 
taining six  more.  Bab  had  not  been  able  to 
resist  the  temptation  to  invest  in  plants  for  her 
mother's  window  to  make  the  room  a  little 
more  cheerful. 

She  hurried  down  the  street,  and  paused  at 
the  foot  of  the  steps  long  enough  to  let  her  list- 
less squire  catch  up  with  her.  She  had  no  hand 
for  her  skirt,  but  she  sprang  up  the  steps,  regard- 
less of  tripping;  and  at  that  instant  the  door 
opened,  and  a  cocker-spaniel  rushed  out,  barking 
wildly,  and  throwing  himself  downward  with 
that  utter  disregard  of  whether  head  or  tail  went 
first,  and  of  anything  which  might  be  in  his  path, 
characteristic  of  a  young  and  blissful  little  dog. 
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He  flung  himself  down.  Barbara  stepped 
aside;  her  balance  was  uncertain  and  her  skirts 
unmanageable  by  reason  of  her  laden  arms; 
she  tripped  —  fell.  Flower-pots,  dog,  and  girl 
rolled  crashing,  and  scattering  dirt  in  all  direc- 
tions, into  the  boy  and  basket  two  steps  lower, 
ending  in  a  tangle  on  the  sidewalk. 

From  the  doorway  a  horrified  voice  cried : 
"  Good  heavens,  '  Nixie  ' !  "  and  a  young  man 
dashed  down  the  steps  into  the  ruins. 

"  Are  you  hurt  ?  "  he  cried  anxiously,  as  he 
fished  Barbara  out  of  the  wreck.  Nixie  had 
already  slunk  out  from  under,  and  was  wagging 
his  tail  deprecatingly,  with  glances  at  his  mas- 
ter of  mingled  shame  and  amazement. 

"I  think  I  am,"  said  Barbara,  raising  her 
head  and  trying  to  state  the  fact  cheerfully. 

The  young  man  replaced  her  hat, —  it  had 
fallen  over  her  eyes, —  and  revealed  a  woe-be- 
gone  little  face.  Earth  plastered  the  saucy 
chin;  one  cheek  was  cut;  blood  trickled  from 
the  bridge  of  the  poor  little  tilted  nose,  making 
a  paste  wherever  the  loam  from  the  flower-pots 
had  spattered,  and  this  was  nearly  everywhere. 
Barbara's  hair  was  coming  down,  her  hat  was 
shapeless,  and  her  eyes  tearful  from  the  smart- 
ing wounds. 

"  By  Jove !  you  're  a  wreck !  It  's  a  shame  !  " 
cried  the  young  man.     "  I  '11  whip  Nixie." 

"  You  '11  do  nothing  of  the  sort,"  said  Bar- 
bara, with  spirit.  "  How  did  he  know  I  was 
coming  up  —  coming  up  like  a  flower  —  at  that 
moment  ?  You  might  as  well  whip  me !  No- 
body is  to  blame,  and  I  '11  be  all  right  when 
I  've  washed,  and  sewed,  and  plastered,  and  done 
a  few  other  things  to  myself  and  my  clothing." 

"  Well,  you  're  plucky,"  said  the  youth,  ad- 
miringly. "I  'm  a  doctor  in  embryo,  full 
fledged  next  June.  I  '11  take  you  in  and  fix 
you  up.     Do  you  —  you  don't  live  here  ?  " 

"  We  shall  to-morrow ;  I  'm  a  new  boarder," 
said  Barbara.  "  Oh,  I  hope  my  plants  are  n't 
broken  !  Can  they  be  repotted  ?  We  've  be- 
come poor,  and  I  ought  not  to  have  bought 
them.  Why  on  earth  does  n't  that  boy  get  up? 
Is  he  killed  ? "  she  demanded,  realizing  sud- 
denly that  her  companion  in  misery  was  still 
lying  with  his  head  in  the  basket,  under  a 
debris  of  flower-pots. 

"It   's   why   in    earth,   rather,"  laughed  the 
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medical  student.  "  Here,  you  boy,  are  you 
alive?     You 're  buried  all  right !     Get  up." 

The  inert  boy  gathered  himself  slowly  to- 
gether.    "  Well,  I  '11  be  darned  !  "  he  said. 

"  You  Ml  have  to  be,"  cried  the  doctor,  sit- 
ting down  to  laugh,  and  pointing  to  the  rent 
across  the  shoulders  of  the  listless  youngster's 
jacket. 

"  What  ailed  that  dog?  Did  he  have  a  fit  ?  " 
drawled  the  boy,  scowling  at  Nixie,  who  slunk 
behind  Barbara  self-consciously. 

"  He  was  n't  a  dog;  he  was  a  cat  —  apult," 
shouted  the  doctor,  rocking  to  and  fro,  laugh- 
ing. 

"  Oh,  please  help  me  into  the  house  !  "  cried 
Barbara,  half  laughing,  half  crying.  Several 
j)eople  had  paused  to  gaze,  grinning  sympa- 
thetically at  the  scene. 

"  Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon  !  What  an  idiot  to 
keep  you  standing  here  !  "  cried  the  medical 
student,  jumping  up.  "  Here,  hustle  these 
plants  into  your  basket,"  he  added  to  the  boy. 
"They  're  not  broken;  we  can  fix  them  up  all 
right.  Where  's  my  key  ?  There  you  are ! 
Walk  in.  Get  into  the  house.  Nixie,  you  crazy 
pup;  you  've  lost  your  walk.  Leave  those 
j)lants  in  the  hall,  boy,  and  rush  back  to  your 
shop  and  tell  your  employer  you  want  as  many 
pots  as  you  started  out  with,  and  a  bag  of 
loam ;  hurry  back  with  them.  Now,  Mrs. 
Black  —  Mrs.  Black,  where  are  you  ?  " 

"  Here,"  said  the  landlady,  emerging  from 
the  rear.  "  Why,  Miss  Wyndham,  what  has 
happened  ?  " 

"  Introduce  us,  please ;  we  met  on  the  steps," 
said  Barbara's  new  acquaintance. 

"  Miss  Wyndham,  Dr.  Leighton,"  said  the 
bewildered  Mrs.  Black,  automatically. 

"  Happy  to  have  the  honor.  Miss  Wyndham. 
There  was  a  mix-up  on  the  steps ;  there  's 
some  of  it  there  yet.  Let  me  have  some  warm 
water  and  a  sponge,  please.  Miss  Wyndham, 
take  off  your  hat  and  have  your  face  washed," 
said  the  unabashed  boy. 

"  Not  by  you,"  said  Barbara. 

"  Precisely.  I  'm  almost  a  doctor,  and  I  'm 
going  to  see  that  no  dirt  is  left  in  your  wounds 
to  scar  you.  Don't  be  foolish,  Miss  Wyndham ; 
it  's  not  precisely  a  ceremonious  occasion." 

Barbara  submitted  with  no  further  demur ; 


and  soon  her  face  was  adorned  with  court- 
plaster  laid  on  in  a  plaid  pattern. 

"  Shall  I  be  scarred  ?  "  she  asked,  surveying 
anxiously  the  crisscross  lines  on  the  bridge  of 
her  nose. 

"  Not  a  bit,"  said  Dr.  Leighton,  cheerfully. 
"  Mrs.  Black  might  give  you  a  cup  of  tea,  to 
brace  you  up." 

"  Yes,"  said  Mrs.  Black,  without  enthusiasm. 

"  No,  thanks;  I  hate  tea,  and  I  '11  be  all  right. 
There  's  the  boy  with  the  new  pots,"  said  Bar- 
bara. 

"  Let  me  help  you  to  get  the  plants  potted, 
and  I  '11  settle  with  the  boy  —  because  it  's  all 
Nixie's  fault,"  said  the  young  doctor.  "  Not  a 
word  ;  get  to  work.  Miss  Wyndham." 

He  placed  papers  on  the  floor  in  the  rear 
hall,  apparently  oblivious  to  Mrs.  Black's  icy 
disapproval,  which  inexperienced  Barbara  found 
oppressive. 

"  My  father  and  your  father  were  friends," 
said  the  young  fellow,  packing  the  earth  around 
a  begonia.  "  I  knew  you  were  coming  here  to 
board,  and  I  know  about  the  hard  blow  you  've 
had.  It 's  a  shame,  and  it  's  all  the  fault  of  that 
scoundrel  Abbott." 

"  Oh,  how  nice  that  your  father  knew  papa ! 
That  is  almost  like  our  being  friends,"  said  Bar- 
bara, simply.  "  Yes,  it  's  dreadful  for  mama 
to  be  poor,  and  for  Jessamy.  Phyl  and  I  are 
not  going  to  mind  it  so  much." 

"  Is  Phil  your  brother  ?  " 

"No;  Phyllis,  it  is;  she  's  my  cousin,  only 
she  's  just  as  much  my  sister  as  Jessamy,  for 
she  has  always  lived  with  us.  I  'm  a  year 
younger  than  they  are.  Jessamy  's  perfectly 
beautiful,  and  princessfied,  and  Phyllis  is  the 
most  unselfish  blessing  in  the  world.  I  'm  only 
Barbara." 

"  And  I  'm  only  Tom ;  I  'm  not  a  doctor 
yet.  It 's  awfully  jolly,  your  coming  here.  Mrs. 
Black  gone  ?  Yes.  There  is  n't  any  one  in  the 
house  I  care  to  know ;  the  young  jieople  are  n't 
my  sort.  I  hope  you  '11  forgive  Nixie  and  me 
enough  to  speak  to  us  once  in  a  while,"  said 
Tom,  getting  up  and  dusting  his  knees. 

"  Oh,  we  shall  want  to  talk  to  you  ;  Nixie  is 
such  a  nice  dog,"  laughed  Bab. 

"Only  Nixie?  Well,  love  my  dog,  love — 
oh,  it  's  the  other  way  about.     Never   mind. 
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though  ;  we  can  improve  old  saws.     Where  are 
your  rooms  ?  " 

"  First  floor  from  the  Milky  Way,"  laughed 
Barbara.  "  We  hate  to  have  madrina  climb  so 
far,  but  we  could  n't  afford  better  rooms." 

Tom  Leighton  looked  down  on  the  swollen, 
patched  little  face  with  brotherly  kindness; 
respect  and  pity  were  in  his  voice  as  he  said 
gently :  "  You  will  make  any  room  bright  and 
homelike.  I  see  why  you  took  your  tumble 
down  the  steps  so  well ;  you  are  brave  in  fall- 
ing, Miss  Barbara." 

Barbara  stooped  suddenly  to  pat  Nixie,  hid- 
ing her  wounded  face  in  his  glossy  curls.  "  I  'm 
not  always  brave,"  she  said  huskily.  "  I  am 
ashamed  to  think  so  much  about  my  beautiful 
room,  and  home.  I  feel  so  little,  and  so  lost, 
in  this  boarding-house." 

"  Poor  little  woman  ! "  said  Tom  Leighton. 
"  Try  to  feel  you  have  one  friend  in  it.  I  have 
two  sisters,  and  it  was  lonely  for  me  when  I 
left  home.  Good-by,  now;  we  shall  meet  to- 
morrow." 

They  shook  hands,  feeling  like  old  friends, 
and  Nixie  sat  up  to  shake  hands  too,  though 
the  dignity  of  his  farewell  was  much  impaired 
by  a  surreptitious  lick  of  his  quick  red  tongue 
on  Bab's  chin. 

Tom  departed,  whistling,  to  give  Nixie  his 
postponed  walk.  He  found  himself  seeing  a 
tilted  nose  adorned  with  court-plaster,  and 
brown  eyes,  wistful  like  Nixie's,  all  down  the 
street.  "  She  's  plucky,  simple,  and  frank ; 
just  the  girl  to  be  a  fellow's  good  chum,"  he 
thought.  "  What  luck  they  're  coming  to  the 
Blackboard  !  " —  Tom's  name  for  his  residence. 

Bab  finished  her  tasks,  and  returned  to  Mrs. 
Van  Alyn's  with  glowing  accounts  of  the  jolly 
boy  who  had  patched  her  up,  and  of  the  little 
dog  who  had  undone  her. 

"There  are  two  nice  things  in  our  new  home," 
she  said,  "  and  I  believe  we  '11  be  happy  in  spite 
of  fate." 

Chapter  IV. 

MAKING    THE    BEST    OF    IT. 

"I  don't  know  where  to  put  another  thing," 
said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  pushing  aside  a  hat-box 
to  get  room  to  sit  on  the  rocking-chair,  and 
casting  a  despairing  glance  from  the  shallow 
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closet,  already  full,  to  the  floor,  scattered  with 
the  heterogeneous  contents  of  two  trunks,  in  the 
midst  of  which  Barbara  was  sitting. 

A  scream  from  the  next  room  prevented  Bab 
replying  to  her  mother,  and  Nixie  bounded 
through  the  open  door,  triumphantly  worrying 
a  slii)per.  He  recognized  Barbara,  and  drop- 
ping his  prize,  made  a  leap  toward  the  pretty 
face  he  had  been  the  means  of  damaging  before 
she,  from  her  disadvantage-point  on  the  floor, 
could  stop  him. 

Tom  Leighton  appeared  immediately,  calling 
Nixie,  with  no  result,  for  Bab  had  her  arms 
around  the  wriggling  black  bit  of  enthusiasm, 
hugging  him. 

"  Mama,  this  is  the  doctor  who  repaired  me 
so  nicely;  Dr.  Leighton,  my  mother,"  said 
Barbara. 

"  Please  don't  think  me  intrusive,  Mrs.  Wynd- 
ham," said  Tom,  stepping  forward  to  take  the 
delicate  hand  extended  to  him.  "  I  am  the  son 
of  John  Leighton,  a  friend  of  your  husband,  and 
I  wanted  to  ask  if  I  could  be  of  use  in  getting 
you  in  order.  I  'm  a  jack-of-all-trades  who  has 
boarded  long  enough  to  have  learned  dodges." 

"  I  remember  your  father,"  said  Mrs.  Wynd- 
ham, cordially.  "  It  is  very  pleasant  to  find  a 
friend  among  strangers.  I  don't  see  what  you 
can  do,  unless  you  build  a  closet.  This  tiny 
cubby  Bab  and  I  must  share  is  already  over- 
flowing, yet  just  look  !  "  And  Mrs.  Wyndham 
made  a  comprehensive  gesture  toward  the  lit- 
tered floor. 

"  I  suppose  we  've  too  many  clothes,  but  we 
don't  dare  give  away  one  thing.  We  may  never 
be  able  to  buy  any  more,  and  we  're  going  to 
get  patent  patterns,  and  make  over  this  stock 
until  we  're  old  and  gray.  I  expect  that  to  be 
soon,  however,  if  I  have  to  sew,"  said  Bab, 
scrambling  to  her  feet  and  tossing  up  Nixie's 
purloined  slipper  for  him  to  catch. 

"A  dog  broke  and  entered  —  entered  any- 
way—  and  stole  Jessamy's  slipper — oh,  I  beg 
pardon,"  said  Phyllis,  stopping  short  in  the 
doorway  at  the  unexpected  apparition  of  Tom. 

"  My  niece.  Miss  Phyllis  Wyndham.  And  my 
elder  daughter,  Jessamy,  Dr.  Leighton,"  added 
Mrs.  Wyndham,  as  Jessamy  followed  Phyllis. 

"  I  came  to  ask  if  you  had  any  idea  what 
Jessamy  and    I    could   do    with    our   clothes, 
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aunty,"  said  Phyllis.  "  We  have  n't  begun  to 
make  an  impression  on  the  room,  yet  the  closet 
and  bureau  are  full." 

"  Not  I ;  Bab  and  I  are  in  the  same  plight," 
said  Mrs.  Wyndham.  "  How  do  people  manage 
in  such  narrow  space  !  " 

"  You  '11  have  to  have  a  wigwam,"  said  Tom. 

"  A  wigwam  !  That  would  have  no  closets 
at  all ;  and,  besides,  where  could  we  build  it  in 
New  York  ?  "  laughed  Phyllis. 

"  In  that  corner.  I  '11  make  it,"  said  Tom. 
"It  's  a  corner  shelf,  with  hooks  in  the  under 
side  and  a  curtain  around  it.  Then  you  want  a 
divan  —  a  woven- wire  cot-bed  with  the  legs  cut 
off,  fastened  by  hinges  to  a  box.  We  could 
upholster  it  ourselves.  You  would  be  surprised 
to  see  what  it  would  hold.  Then,  if  one  of  you 
were  ill,  it  would  be  useful  as  a  couch." 

"  There  spoke  the  doctor,"  said  Jessamy.  "  I 
suppose  we  shall  have  to  have  a  trunk  in  each 
room  besides,"  she  added  ruefully. 

"  Why  not  put  that  flat-topped  trunk  in  the 
window,  case  it  in  with  boards,  cover  it  with 
felt,  and  use  it  as  a  book-stand  ? "  suggested 
Tom. 

"  Well,  you  are  a  genius  !  "  cried  Bab,  in  open 
admiration,  while  Phyllis  sang  softly  under  her 
breath,  to  the  tune  of  "  St.  Patrick's  Day  in  the 
Morning  "  : 

"  All  hail  to  the  doctor  who  seems  to  be  able 
To  mend  up  a  nose  or  to  make  up  a  table ! 
We  gladly  would  cheer  him,  but  that  it  seems  risky, 
For  cheers  in  a  boarding-house  might  be  too  frisky." 

"  Well,  I  never !  "  laughed  Tom.  "  Say,  was 
that  —  of  course  it  had  to  be  improvised  ?  " 

"  Oh,  Phyl  is  a  genius,"  said  Jessamy,  proudly. 
"  One  of  these  days  her  name  will  be  in  all  the 
magazines,  and  at  last  in  the  encyclopedia." 

"  And  Hkely  in  oblivion,"  added  Phyl,  while 
at  that  instant  a  cheery  voice  cried,  "  First  aid 
to  the  injured ! "  and  Ruth  Wells  "  burst  into  the 
gloom  like  an  arc-light,"  Barbara  said,  jumping 
up  to  hug  her  rapturously. 

"  No,  don't;  I  've  tacks  and  a  hammer  here," 
said  Ruth,  struggling  free.  "  I  knew  you  had 
no  closets,  or  none  worth  calling  one,  so  I  came 
down  to  show  you  how  to  make  a  charity." 

"  A  what  ?  "  asked  Jessamy. 

*'A  charity;  it  covers  a  multitude  of  things, 


you  see,"  laughed  Ruth.  "  You  take  a  board, — 
we  can  get  one  downstairs  probably, —  saw  it 
to  the  right  length,  and  nail  it  in  a  corner. 
Then  you  screw  hooks  —  " 

"  In  the  under  side ;  we  know,"  Phyllis  inter- 
rupted. "  Only  Dr.  Leighton  says  it  's  a '  wig- 
wam.' This  is  Dr.  Leighton,  and  Nixie  —  Miss 
Ruth  Wells,"  she  added. 

In  five  minutes  the  little  room  was  ringing 
with  fun.  The  "  charitable  wigwam  "  —  Phyllis's 
compromise  on  its  name — could  not  be  made 
at  once,  for  lack  of  boards ;  but  the  young  peo- 
ple managed  to  cover  up  their  dismal  first  im- 
pressions of  the  bleak  side  of  life,  and  this  was 
making  a  real  "  charity,"  as  Jessamy  pointed 
out  in  bidding  Ruth  good  night. 

The  wigwam  was  made,  in  the  end,  the  divan 
too,  and  the  Wyndhams  began  to  learn  to  adjust 
themselves  to  the  new  conditions.  Tom  had 
become  almost  one  of  themselves.  Nixie  a 
necessity  and  no  longer  a  luxury,  as  Bab  noted. 
Tom  was  such  a  bright,  honest,  boyish  creature 
that  no  greater  piece  of  good  fortune  could 
well  have  befallen  the  girls  in  their  trouble  than 
his  friendship,  a  fact  their  mother  recognized 
gratefully.  As  to  Tom  himself,  the  motherly 
kindness  of  Mrs.  Wyndham,  the  sweet,  frank 
companionship  of  the  girls,  were  to  the  young 
fellow  who  had  loved  his  own  mother  and  sis- 
ters well  a  boon  which  he  could  hardly  enjoy 
enough. 

Winter  was  coming  on,  and,  for  the  first  time 
in  their  lives,  the  Wyndhams  were  obliged  to 
try  to  make  old  answer  for  new  in  the  matter 
of  garments. 

"  Not  a  penny  must  be  spent  this  season," 
declared  Jessamy,  sternly.  "  A  year  hence  we 
may  earn  new  clothes." 

All  the  summer  garments  were  laid  away  in 
the  new  divan.  "  Never  throw  away  a  winter 
thing  in  the  spring,  nor  a  summer  thing  in  the 
fall,"  advised  Ruth,  that  little  woman  wise  in 
ways  and  means.  "  You  can't  tell  how  anything 
looks  out  of  its  season,  nor  what  you  may  want. 
Set  up  a  scrap-box,  and  tuck  everything  into  it ; 
it  's  ten  to  one  you  '11  be  grateful  for  the  very 
thing  you  thought  least  hopeful.  Many  a  time 
I  've  all  but  hugged  an  old  faded  ribbon  be- 
cause its  one  bright  part  was  found  to  be  just 
the  right  shade  and  length  to  line  a  collar." 
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The  scrap-box,  therefore,  was  estabHshed, 
and  easily  filled  from  a  stock  not  yet  depleted. 
Jessamy's  artistic  talents  developed  in  the  direc- 
tion of  hats.  Ruth  taught  her  to  take  the  long 
wrists  of  light  suede  gloves  which  were  past 
wearing  and  stretch  them  over  a  frame  for  the 
crowns  of  especially  pretty  hats. 

Jessamy  made  a  hat  apiece,  with  crowns 
of  glove-wrists  and  rims  of  puffed  velvet, 
trimmed  with  feathers  and  bows  from  the  new 
scrap-box ;  each  was  different,  yet  each  a 
"  James  Dandy,"  according  to  Tom's  authori- 
tative verdict. 

Dressmaking  was  a  more  serious  matter,  but 
the  three  Wyndhams  essayed  it  with  the  cour- 
age of  ignorance.  Ruth  brought  down  mys- 
terious paper  patterns,  "  perforated  to  confuse 
the  innocent,"  Bab  said,  and  announced  that 
she  had  come  for  a  dress-parade.  Her  friends 
were  still  too  unversed  in  being  poor  to  realize 
that  when  she  came  thus  Ruth  was  sacrificing 
her  own  good  to  theirs,  since  her  time  meant 
money,  and  little  Ruth's  pockets  jingled  only 
when  she  spent  long  days  at  her  needle. 

"  Get  out  all  last  year's  glories,"  commanded 
Ruth,  perched  on  the  foot-board  of  Jessamy 
and  Phylhs's  bed.  "  That 's  a  pretty  dark-blue 
cloth  suit ;  whose  is  that  ?  " 

"  Phyllis's ;  it  was  nice,  but  she  tried  it  on  the 
other  day,  and  it 's  full  in  the  skirt,"  said  Jessamy. 

"  I  would  n't  dare  touch  anything  so  tailor- 
made;  if  we  ripped  it  we  could  never  give  it 
the  same  finish.  But  we  could  take  out  the 
gathers  and  lay  a  box-plait  in  the  back ;  that 
will  make  it  flatter  —  more  in  style,"  cried  Ruth, 
with  sudden  illumination.  "  Now  is  n't  it  true 
that  there  's  good  blown  to  some  one  on  all 
winds  ?  If  you  had  n't  stoves  in  your  rooms 
you  would  n't  have  a  place  to  heat  irons,  and 
don't  I  know  the  impossibility  of  getting  irons 
from  the  lower  regions  when  one  is  boarding  ?  " 

"  What  does  '  lower  regions  '  mean  ?  It 
sounds  doubtful,"  inquired  Tom,  from  the  door- 
way. 

"  Go  away ;  this  is  a  feminine  occasion  —  no 
boys  allowed,"  cried  Ruth, 

"  Mysteries  of  Isis  ?  "  suggested  Tom.  "  I 
only  want  a  buttonhole  sewed  up ;  would  n't 
the  goddess  allow  that?" 

"  Yes,"  said  PhylHs,  holding   out  her  hand 


for  the  collar  Tom  waved  appealingly.  "  It  is 
rather  in  the  line  of  the  service  about  to  begin 
in  this  temple.  We  are  going  into  dress- 
making." 

"  You  '11  succeed  ;  you  can  do  anything,"  said 
Tom,  watching  Phyllis's  fingers  as  she  twitched 
the  thread  in  a  scientific  manner,  drawing  the 
gaping  buttonhole  together. 

"  Those  laundry  people  apparently  dry  collars 
by  hanging  them  on  crowbars  thrust  through 
the  buttonholes.  Could  n't  I  help  your  dress- 
making ?  I  know  there  are  bones  in  waists ; 
maybe  I  could  set  them." 

The  four  girls  groaned.  "  Such  a  pale,  feeble 
Httle  jokelet !  "  sighed  Bab.  "  Take  it  to  the 
hospital  to  be  measured  for  crutches." 

"  Yes ;  here  's  your  collar.  Run  away  and 
play  with  the  other  little  boys ;  we  're  busy. 
By  and  by,  if  you  're  good,  we  may  let  you  take 
out  bastings,"  said  Phyllis. 

"  Jupiter !  That  sounds  familiar,"  sighed 
Tom.  "  My  mother  used  to  say  just  that  when 
I  was  seven.  Much  obliged  for  the  collar. 
When  you  want  me  for  the  bastings,  sing  out. 
I  '11  pardon  your  impertinence  in  consideration 
of  service  rendered."     And  Tom  disappeared. 

"  Phyl  will  do  very  well  with  the  blue,  then," 
said  Ruth,  resuming  practicalities.  "  What  are 
your  prospects,  Other  Two  ?  " 

"  Jessamy's  gray  "with  chinchilla  is  as  good 
as  new,  but  I  spilled  something  on  this  brown 
of  mine  right  down  the  front,  and  I  have  n't  a 
smidge  of  the  goods,"  said  Bab,  sadly. 

"A  what?"  murmured  Ruth,  absently,  wrin- 
kling her  brow  over  the  problem.  "  I  have  it !  " 
she  cried,  slipping  to  the  floor  from  her  perch 
with  a  triumphant  little  shout. 

"Eureka,  Miss  Archimedes!  What  is  it?" 
asked  Phyllis. 

"  Braid  !  "  cried  Ruth.  "We  '11  get  the  nar- 
rowest silk  soutache;  Jessamy  shall  draw  a 
design ;  Bab,  you  shall  braid  the  entire  front 
breadth  of  your  skirt,  resolving  at  each  stitch  to 
be  neater  in  future.  And  now  for  house  wear," 
Ruth  continued,  while  Bab  made  a  wry  face  at 
the  prospect  before  her. 

"  I  thought  perhaps  we  could  make  waists 
out  of  these  skirts ;  they  would  be  pretty  with 
our  cloth  skirts,"  said  Phyllis,  doubtfully,  turning 
over  a  heap  of  bright-colored  fancy  silks. 


222 


THK    WYNDHAM    GIRLS. 


[Jan. 


"  Could  !  Of  course  we  can  ;  let  's  rip  them 
now,"  said  Ruth,  whipping  out  her  little  scissors. 

The  eight  hands  made  quick  work  of  the 
ripping,  and  Ruth  cut  out  three  waists  by  the 
tissue-paper  patterns  she  had  brought,  pinned 
and  basted  them  together,  and  left  her  friends 
to  carry  out  her  instructions. 

Phyllis  proved  adept  at  the  new  art,  Jessamy 
succeeded  fairly,  but  Bab  had  a  hard  time  with 
her  waist.  Seams  puckered  and  drew  askew, 
because  of  her  reckless  way  of  sewing  them  up 
in  various  widths,  and  she  felt  aggrieved  when 
the  waist  proved  one-sided  in  trying  on.  As  to 
sleeves,  Bab's  were  bewitched.  The  poor  child 
basted,  tried  on,  ripped  and  tried  again,  refusing 
all  help  in  her  determination  to  be  independent, 
till  her  cheeks  were  purple,  and  throwing  the 
waist  down,  she  cried  forlornly. 

Tom  surprised  her  in  this  tempest,  and 
laughed  at  her  till  she  longed  to  flay  him. 
Then,  sincerely  repentant  for  having  aggravated 
her  woes,  he  humbly  begged  her  pardon,  and 
took  her  for  a  walk  with  Nixie  to  calm  her  ruf- 
fled nerves.  When  she  returned  Phyllis  had 
disregarded  her  wishes  and  basted  in  the  re- 
fractory sleeves  for  her,  which,  like  everything 
else,  had  yielded  to  Phyllis's  charm  and  gone 
meekly  into  place. 

There  was  real  pleasure  to  the  girls  in  using 
their  wits  for  these  things;  there  were  compen- 
sations in  poverty,  they  found.  But  the  ugly 
side  remained :  the  jealousy  of  three  girls  who 
wore  photograph-buttons,  and  were  the  Wynd- 
hams'  opposites,  at  table  as  well  as  literally; 
the  landlady's  insinuations  that  she  considered 
the  rate  of  payment  from  the  Wyndhams  insuf- 
ficient to  remunerate  her  for  the  immense,  though 
to  them  imperceptible,  generosity  with  which 
she  served  them. 

And  Mrs.  Wyndham  was  ailing,  fretting  her 
heart  out  over  the  present  situation  and  her 
poor  girls'  future.  But  the  most  serious  aspect 
of  the  anxieties  closing  in  around  the  Wynd- 
hams was  that,  in  spite  of  all  their  prudence, 
money  slipped  away;  laundry  bills  took  on 
alarming  proportions,  and  they  had  never 
dreamed  how  fast  five-cent  car-fares  could  swell 
into  as  many  dollars.  Although  they  had  taken 
care  to  make  their  expenditures  come  well 
within  their  income,  they  saw  that  there  was  not 


going  to  be  enough  to  meet  an  emergency, 
should  it  arise ;  and  Jessamy  and  Phyllis  talked 
till  midnight  many  a  night,  discus.sing  how  they 
should  put  their  young  shoulders  to  the  wheel 
and  join  the  great  army  of  wage-earners. 

Chaptkk    V. 

PHYLLIS    AND    BARBARA    ENTER    THE    LISTS. 

Aunt  Henrietta  always  stayed  until  No- 
vember in  her  cottage  near  Marblehead.  She 
said  that  she  never  enjoyed  the  ocean  until  she 
was  alone  with  it,  and  Jessamy  suggested  after- 
ward that  it  was  a  trifle  hard  on  the  ocean  —  a 
severe  remark  for  Jessamy,  whose  genuinely 
high  standards  of  good  breeding  forbade  her 
unkind  comments  on  others,  even  on  Aunt 
Henrietta  when  she  was  most  trying. 

Immediately  on  her  return  to  town  Mrs. 
Hewlett  came  to  look  up  "  her  fallen  kindred," 
as  Barbara  said.  That  young  lady  went  down 
to  the  parlor  to  conduct  her  great-aunt  to  her 
mother.  "  It  would  make  a  lovely  title  for  an 
improving  book  for  the  young,  would  n't  it  ?  " 
she  said,  turning  from  the  glass,  where  she  had 
been  inspecting  the  last  faint  trace  of  the  mis- 
hap to  her  nose.  "  '  Little  Barbara's  Upward 
Leading,'  or  '  Toward  the  Skies,'  or  *  Helped 
Upward,'  or  '  Mounting  Heavenward,'  or  even 
simply  '  Uplifted.'  " 

"  Barbara,  I  am  ashamed  of  you  !  "  said  her 
mother,  as  severely  as  she  could,  while  trying 
not  to  laugh. 

"  Now,  Bab,  do  be  nice,"  pleaded  Jessamy. 

"  Nice  !  I  'd  like  to  know  what  could  be 
nicer  than  to  plan  moral  little  titles  like  those  ?  " 
said  Bab,  in  an  injured  voice.  "  But  don't 
worry.  I  '11  be  a  sweet  morsel  when  I  get 
down  there." 

"  You  look  thinner,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta, 
when  Barbara  had  delicately  touched  the  unre- 
sponsive cheek  offered  her  to  kiss. 

"  I  am  thinner,  aunt.  We  're  none  of  us 
waxing  fleshly.  Black  Sally's  cooking  was 
more  comforting  than  our  present  fare,'*  said 
Bab. 

"  H'm !  Where  under  heavens  are  your 
rooms  ?  "  demanded  Mrs.  Hewlett. 

"  Just  there.  Aunt  Henrietta  —  right  under 
heavens,  on  the  top  floor,"  laughed  Barbara. 
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"  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  've  taken  your 
delicate  mother  up  all  those  flights  ?  You 
ought  to  be  ashamed  of  yourselves  !  "  said  her 
great-aunt. 

"  What  could  we  do,  aunt  ?  "  asked  Barbara, 
meekly,  though  her  cheeks  reddened.  "  We 
were  not  able  to  make  any  boarding-house- 
keeper give  us  better  rooms  at  our  price  for 
mama's  sake." 

"  Do  ?  You  ought  to  be  earning  money  — 
three  great  healthy  girls,  and  Phyllis  only  a 
niece-in-law  of  your  mother's,  besides  !  I  came 
to  talk  to  you  about  this,"  said  Mrs.  Hewlett. 

"  Please  wait  till  we  get  upstairs.  I  fancy 
there  are  always  ears  about  here,"  said  Bab, 
and  led  the  way  to  their  own  quarters. 

"  Excelsior  is  our  motto,  aunt,"  she  said, 
pausing  at  the  head  of  the  second  flight,  and 
finding  malicious  pleasure  in  her  relative's  la- 
bored breathing. 

"  Well,  Emily,  the  consequences  of  your 
imprudence  are  severe.  I  am  sorry  to  find  you 
thus.  You  don't  look  well,"  was  Aunt  Henri- 
etta's greeting  to  Mrs.  Wyndham.  "  Now,  I 
want  to  get  down  to  business  without  delay," 
she  added,  removing  her  splendid  furs.  "  You 
are  living  wretchedly  to  keep  these  girls  fine 
ladies.  You  always  spoiled  them,  Emily;  but 
your  weakness  should  really  have  some  limit. 
It  is  outrageous  for  you  to  climb  all  these  stairs 
that  a  .slender  income  may  support  four  people. 
These  girls  should  contribute  to  you,  not  be  a 
drain  upon  you.  You  can't  be  poor  and  be 
fine  ladies  all  at  once." 

"  We  hope  that  we  can  be,  aunt,"  said  Jes- 
samy,  "  but  you  are  mistaken  if  you  think  we 
wish  to  spare  ourselves  at  our  mother's  expense." 

Only  Mrs.  Wyndham's  hand  holding  Bab's 
wrist  tight  kept  that  small  torpedo  from  explod- 
ing. "  This  question  has  been  discussed  among 
us,  aunt,"  said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  quietly,  though 
her  voice  trembled.  "  Jessamy  has  determined 
on  her  course.  She  has  talent,  and  we  think 
will  do  good  book  illustrations.  She  is  going 
to  fit  herself  for  her  work.  From  the  first  Jes- 
samy has  declared  that  she  should  prepare  her- 
self to  do  something  well." 

"  Jes.samy  has  sense,"  said  y\unt  Henrietta, 
surveying  the  girl  with  something  like  approba- 
tion.    "  She  is  so  pretty  that  she  will  undoubt- 


edly marry  before  she  follows  any  occupation 
long.  I  only  hope  she  will  remember  her  neces- 
sities, and  marry  well." 

"  If  you  mean  by  well  a  good  man  whom 
she  loves  and  trusts,  I  hope  so  too,  Aunt  Hen- 
rietta," said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  with  heightened 
color.  "  My  trouble  would  be  bitter  indeed  if 
I  thought  it  would  lead  one  of  my  girls  to 
marry  for  wealth  or  ambition." 

"  Sentimentality  !  You  were  never  practical, 
Emily,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta,  impatiently ;  but 
more  pressing  interests  than  merely  possible 
marriage  prevented  her  stopping  to  quarrel. 
"  How  about  the  other  two  ?  " 

"  I  agree  with  Aunt  Henrietta  that  I,  at  least, 
should  be  earning  money,"  said  Phyllis. 

"  Not  you  any  more  than  me,  Phyl,"  cried 
Bab,  with  more  warmth  than  correctness. 

"  Well,  I  cut  an  advertisement  from  the 
morning  paper  for  Barbara  to  answer,"  .said 
Aunt  Henrietta,  producing  a  clipping.  "  An- 
swer it  now,  and  I  '11  post  the  letter  when  I 
go.  It  would  probably  be  easy  employment, 
and  you  are  too  flighty  for  most  things." 

"  Thanks,  Aunt  Henrietta,"  commented  Bar- 
bara, spearing  the  slip  to  the  pincushion  with 
a  hat-pin.  "  I  '11  answer  it ;  not  just  now, 
though," 

"  Oh,  fancy  my  little  Bab,  my  baby,  going 
down  to  business  every  day!"  cried  Mrs. 
Wyndham. 

"  There  's  your  foolish  pride  again,  Emily," 
said  Mrs.  Hewlett,  sternly.  "Your  daughters 
are  no  better  than  other  people's  daughters." 

"  It  is  not  pride,"  said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  stung 
to  self-defense.  "  Unwomanly  women  are  a  mis- 
fortune to  themselves  and  all  the  community,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  knock  about  the  world  without 
losing  something  of  that  dear  and  delicate  love- 
liness which  is  fast  going  out  of  fashion  at  best. 
If  it  can  be  avoided,  I  think  no  girl  should  be 
placed  in  the  thick  of  the  fight,  striding  through 
the  world  in  fierce  competition  with  men." 

"If  it  can  be  avoided  —  precisely;  but  it  can- 
not be  avoided,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta,  calmly; 
"  for  none  of  your  relatives  can  afford  to  help 
you,  Emily." 

"  Help!  When  did  I  ever  dream  of  wanting 
or  being  willing  to  accept  help,  aunt  ?  "  cried 
Mrs.  Wyndham,  hysterically.     "  But  if  I  prefer 
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to  practise  stem  self-denial  to  keep  my  girls 
sheltered  until  such  time  as  they  can  help  me 
in  more  feminine  ways  than  going  into  business 
offices,  is  that  wrong  ?  " 

"  Not  wrong,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta,  with 
exasperating  soothing  in  her  voice,  and  entire 
conviction  of  being  right,  "  but  utterly  foolish 
and  impractical.  Now,  I  have  a  proposition 
for  Phyllis.  I  spoke  of  it  when  I  first  heard 
you  were  ruined.  An  acquaintance  of  mine  is 
looking  for  some  one  to  read  French  with  her 
daughter  and  three  of  her  young  friends.  She 
will  pay  a  girl  twenty-five  dollars  a  month  for 
two  hours'  reading  every  afternoon.  Fortu- 
nately, Phyllis's  French  is  perfect,  and  tliat  is  a 
feminine  employment,  and  so  ought  to  satisfy 
you,  Emily." 

Mrs.  Wyndham  twisted  her  handkerchief 
nervously.  This  was  bringing  poverty  home  to 
her.  She  clung  tenaciously,  poor  lady,  to  the 
hope  of  sheltering  her  little  brood,  and  no 
amount  of  privation  seemed  to  her  like  thrust- 
ing the  burden  on  them  as  did  their  going  out 
into  the  world  to  earn  their  living. 

"  I  '11  try  it,  aunt,"  said  Phyllis. 

"  That  is  right,"  said  Mrs.  Hewlett,  rising,  well 
pleased  at  finding  her  grand-nieces  so  reason- 
able — "  reasonable  "  meaning,  to  her  mind, 
as  to  most  others  under  like  circumstances, 
ready  to  accepr  her  advice.  "  I  wrote  this 
introductory  line  on  the  back  of  my  visiting- 
card.  You  will  find  Mrs.  Haines  at  that  num- 
ber East  Forty  Street,  just  out  of  Fifth 

Avenue.     You  will  do  well  to  apply  at  once." 

"  You  won't  mind  if  Phyllis  mentions  that 
she  is  your  niece  in  applying  ?  "  inquired  Jes- 
samy,  with  intent  hidden  under  her  gentle 
manner. 

But  satire  was  lost  on  Aunt  Henrietta.  "  Not 
at  all ;  you  are  only  my  grand-nieces,  and  no- 
thing of  the  sort  could  affect  my  social  posi- 
tion," she  said.  Then  she  went  away,  leaving 
a  perturbed  roomful  behind  her. 

"  Now,  let  me  tell  you,  my  dearest  aunty- 
mother,  that  I  'm  glad  to  read  the  French," 
said  Phyllis.  <'  Twenty-five  dollars  a  month 
will  nearly  pay  my  board,  and  I  'd  be  happier 
to  feel  I  were  helping.  It  won't  be  the  end  of 
my  career,  I  hope,  but  it  will  answer  for  a  be- 
ginning.    I  honestly  think  our  metallic  great- 


aunt  is  right  —  that  we  ought  to  be  bettering 
matters,  rather  than  settle  down  satisfied  to 
such  a  Hfe  as  this." 

Mrs.  Wyndham  was  crying  softly.  "  To 
think  that  if  I  had  heeded  Mr.  Hurd  we  should 
have  enough !  "  she  moaned. 

^^  If — if,  madrina!  What  is  the  use  of  ifs 
now  ?  "  cried  Barbara.  "  You  did  what  you 
thought  right,  and  we  can't  bear  to  have  you 
reproach  yourself.  I  '11  answer  that  advertise- 
ment, and  we  '11  try  to  enter  the  lists  to  fight 
for  you  like  true  knights — pity  we  're  girls,  for 
it  spoils  my  fine  simile." 

"  I  think  not.  Babbie  baby ;  a  knightly  spirit 
is  quite  as  often  in  a  girl's  breast  as  in  a  boy's," 
said  her  mother,  kissing  her. 

"  The  worst  of  it  is  that  I  feel  so  mean  and 
selfish  to  let  you  both  help  while  I  idle,"  said 
Jessamy.  "  But  I  honestly  believe  I  can  do 
more  by  waiting  and  following  my  natural  bent. 
You  won't  think  I  'm  shirking  ?  When  even 
little  Bab  is  trying  to  earn  her  living  I  feel 
guilty." 

"'Even  little  Bab'  —  who  is  anything  but 
even  —  is  only  a  year  younger  than  you,  miss," 
said  Bab;  while  PhyUis,  putting  her  arms  around 
Jessamy,  kissed  her  and  said :  "  No  one  would 
ever  suspect  you  of  not  playing  fair,  my  crystal 
cousin." 

Phyllis  went  forth  in  her  blue  gown  the  next 
day  "  to  secure  the  young  ideas  which  in  the 
end  she  would  probably  want  to  shoot,"  Bab 
said. 

She  found  four  foolish  girls  of  fifteen  and  a 
newly  rich  woman,  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Haines 
and  her  daughter  and  that  daughter's  friends. 
They  were  only  too  glad  to  secure  a  Miss 
Wyndham  for  their  tutor,  a  fact  even  Phyllis's 
inexperience  could  not  fail  to  perceive;  the 
arrangement  between  them  was  made  without 
loss  of  time. 

"  I  am  engaged,  girls,"  said  Phyllis,  coming, 
with  very  red  cheeks,  into  the  room  on  her 
return.  But  she  did  not  say  how  disagreeable 
she  had  found  her  recent  encounter. 

Barbara  heard  nothing  from  the  answer  she 
had  made  to  the  advertisement  Aunt  Henrietta 
had  brought  her,  so  she  applied  to  Mr.  Hurd 
for  aid.  The  little  lawyer  obtained  for  her  the 
position   of  cashier  with  a  friend  of  his  own, 
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with  whom  the  young  girl  would  at  least  be  had  been  right  when  in  the  beginning  of  their 

secure  from  many  of  the  drawbacks  to  a  busi-  trouble  she  had   said    they   were  not  able   to 

ness  career  which  her  mother  dreaded  for  her.  compete    with    those   they   had    thought    infe- 

But,  to   Bab's  unspeakable  mortification,  she  riors,  in  doing  the  serious  work  of  the  world. 


I  HE     KXPEDITION     IN     SEARCH     OF     PEACE.       (SEE     PAGE     233.) 


found  that  she  was  incompetent  to  fill  the  posi- 
tion. She  made  change  slowly,  often  wrongly, 
and  at  night  her  columns  would  not  add  up 
right,  no  matter  how  often  she  went  over  them, 
nor  how  carefully  she  counted  her  fingers.  At 
the  end  of  a  week  she  came  home  crestfallen, 
having  been  kindly  dismissed,  to  be  comforted 
and  petted  by  her  mother  and  the  girls.  Ac- 
complishments she  had,  but  practical  knowledge, 
especially  of  arithmetic,  she  lacked.  Phyllis 
Vol.  XXIX.— 29. 


After  this  ex^riment  Mr.  Hurd  placed  Bar- 
bara in  an  office  where  she  was  to  address 
envelopes.  This  she  did  well,  for  her  fingers 
and  brain  were  quick ;  but  she  was  far  from  an 
expert,  and  her  salary  was  but  three  dollars  and 
a  half  a  week.  Fortunately,  the  office  was  within 
walking  distance,  so  that  no  car-fare  had  to  come 
from  this  magnificent  result  of  six  days'  labor. 

Jessamy  worked  hard  at  her  drawing,  and 
Phyllis  went  daily  to   her  tutoring,  saying  so 
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little  of  her  experiences  that  her  family  con- 
cluded that  they  were  not  wholly  pleasant. 
But  one  bright  ray  of  hope  shone  out  of  the 
gloom  for  Phyllis.  .\  little  story  which  she  had 
written  was  accepted  by  one  of  the  large  syndi- 
cates, and  paid  for — fifteen  dollars.  The  sum 
was  not  large,  though  it  was  more  than  half  of 
what  she  was  paid  monthly  by  Mrs.  Haines; 
but  the  glory,  and  the  hope  it  shed  on  the  future, 
were  invaluable.  On  the  whole,  Phyllis  and 
Barbara  fountl  their  entrance  into  the  lists  not 
easy,  and  the  blows  of  the  tourney  hard,  but 
they  kept  on  with  courage  fine  to  see. 

They  all  felt  that  in  some  way  their  skies 
would  brighten  when  Mrs.  Van  Alyn  returned ; 
she  was  their  "  Lady  from  Philadelphia,"  and 
would  be  sure  to  find  a  way  through  their  diffi- 
culties. But  Mrs.  Van  Alyn  had  gone  to  Eng- 
land to  stay  until  after  the  holidays,  and  in  the 
meantime  the  Wyndhams  struggled  on. 

Chapter  VI. 

MARK    TAPLEY'S    KIND    OF    DAYS. 

Phyllis  was  finding  her  occupation  trying. 
The  girls  were  too  near  her  own  age  to  be 
easily  controlled  by  her;  indeed,  they  had 
never  been  under  control  in  their  lives,  and 
study  was  not  part  of  their  programme.  They 
wished  to  learn  only  so  much  French  as  would 
serve  them  in  a  coming  European  trip,  and  this 
they  seemed  to  expect  their  young  instructor  to 
get  into  their  brains  with  no  effort  on  their  own 
part. 

But  the  hardest  thing  about  her  new  life  to 
Phyllis  was  the  insight  it  gave  her  to  a  manner 
of  living  which  shocked  and  tortured  her;  for 
Phyllis  was  conscientious,  and  the  first  actual 
contact  with  the  worldly  side  of  the  world  is 
bitter  to  such  as  she.  Although  they  were 
three  years  younger  than  Phyllis,  and  that  at  a 
time  of  life  when  a  year's  difi"erence  in  age 
marks  a  wide  divergence,  they  were  far  older 
than  she  in  many  ways.  They  discussed  flirta- 
tions, theaters,  trashy  novels,  while  munching 
chocolates  during  their  lesson,  betraying  the 
most  sordid  ambition,  till  innocent  and  honest 
Phyllis  was  horrified.  She  went  home  daily 
heavy  in  heart  and  foot,  loathing  the  atmo- 
sphere from  which  she  had  come,  and  wonder- 


ing if  the  world,  from  which  she  had  hitherto 
been  shielded,  was  actually  governed  by  such 
standards  as  she  heard  advocated  in  the  Haines 
household. 

Tom,  before  long,  saw  that  she  was  looking 
downhearted  and  ill,  and  he  made  it  his  busi- 
ness to  come  home  her  way  and  meet  her, 
trying  to  cheer  her  into  forgetfulness  of  the  an- 
noyances of  which  he  only  guessed,  for  Phyllis 
could  not  reconcile  it  with  her  idea  of  honor  to 
talk  to  any  one  of  what  she  saw  in  the  home  to 
which  she  had  been  admitted.  Yet  she  longed 
to  ask  some  one  if  all  the  world,  save  her  own 
narrow  one,  was  like  this  new  one.  Jessamy 
and  Bab  knew  no  better  than  she  herself,  and 
her  aunt  was  too  ill  to  be  troubled.  So  one  day, 
after  an  especially  trying  afternoon,  Phyllis  met 
Tom  with  a  keen  sensation  of  relief  as  well  as 
of  pleasure;  he  looked  so  manly  and  reliable 
that  her  troubles  broke  over  their  barriers 
almost  in  spite  of  herself. 

"  It  's  no  use,  Tom,"  she  said ;  "  I  've  been 
trying  not  to  tell  you,  but  I  must.  Is  it  I  or 
the  world  that  's  out  of  joint  ?  " 

"  On  general  principles,  I  can  assure  you 
that  it  's  not  you,  Phyllis ;  you  're  all  right. 
But,  if  I  might,  I  should  like  to  have  something 
more  explicit,"  said  Tom,  looking  very  kindly 
down  on  the  flushed,  earnest  face. 

Phyllis  began  at  the  beginning,  and  poured 
forth  to  Tom  all  the  matters  which  had  dis- 
tressed her  in  the  Haines  household,  ending 
with  a  conversation  of  that  afternoon. 

"  Well,  what  do  you  want  me  to  tell  you, 
Phyllis  ? "  asked  Tom.  "  Surely  you  don't 
question  whether  you  or  heartless,  flirting, 
worldly  girls  are  right  ?  " 

"  No,  not  that;  right  is  right,  and  wrong  is 
wrong — "  began  Phyllis. 

"  Always,"  broke  in  Tom. 

"  Yes,  I  know ;  but  what  makes  me  down- 
right sick  is  the  fear  that  dear  aunty  has  kept 
us  shut  away  from  a  world  that  is  full  of  this 
sort  of  thing  —  that  it  is  all  like  this,"  cried 
Phyllis.  "  Are  we  dififerent  from  the  rest  of 
the  world?    These  months  have  frightened  me." 

"  Not  much  wonder,"  said  Tom,  heartily. 
"  Poor  little  soul !  Now  look  here,  Phyllis ; 
you  're  not  different  from  all  the  world,  but 
you  're  different  from  lots  of  it.     The  best  never 
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gets  run  out,  but  it  often  runs  low.  You  've 
been  shown  the  highest  standards  in  everything, 
and  they  can't  be  common.  It  's  much  easier 
to  be  bad  than  good  for  people  who  start 
crooked.  You  started  straight,  you  and  Jessamy 
and  Bab.  All  you  've  got  to  do  is  to  be  your- 
self, and  not  worry.  Keep  your  own  ideas  and 
steer  by  them,  and  let  the  rest  go.  Do  you 
suppose  I  don't  see  heaps  and  piles  of  things  I 
hate  ?  More  than  you  ever  will,  because  a 
fellow  runs  up  against  the  world  as  no  girl 
does.  I  "d  like  to  be  able  to  tell  you  I  see 
none  but  sweet,  modest,  true  girls ;  but,  honest, 
there  are  lots  of  worldly  ones.  Girls  exaspe- 
rate me,  though  I  feel  mean  to  say  it;  they 
would  n't  if  I  did  n't  think  they  were  so  much 
nicer  than  we  are  when  they  are  nice.  You 
see,  Phyl,  girls  don't  understand  that  the  whole 
world  is  in  their  hands  ;  we  're  all  what  women, 
young  and  old,  make  us.  Now,  you  and  I 
had  good  mothers  and  sisters.  When  I  went 
away  my  oldest  sister  —  she  's  past  thirty  — 
talked  to  me.  '  Shut  your  eyes  to  the  bold 
girls,  Tom,'  she  said,  '  and  take  none  for  a 
friend  you  would  not  like  for  your  sisters'  friend. 
Keep  your  ideals,  and  be  sure  there  will  always 
be  sweet,  wholesome  girls  in  the  world  to  save 
it.'  So  I  have  been  shutting  my  eyes  to  the 
strong-minded  sisterhood,  and  the  giddy  ones 
too,  and  just  when  I  was  getting  too  lonely, 
and  needed  you,  the  \Vyndhams  turned  up, 
thank  Heaven !  So  you  '11  find  it,  Phyl ;  it  's 
a  queer,  crooked  old  world,  but  there  are 
straight  folk  in  it.  Keep  your  ideals,  miss,  as 
my  sister  told  me,  and  '  gang  your  ways.'  And 
don't  take  it  too  hard  that  there  's  wrong  and 
injustice  in  the  world ;  that  's  being  morbid. 
You  '11  get  used  to  it ;  it  's  the  first  plunge  that 
costs;  the  world  's  like  the  ocean  in  that. 
There  's  heaps  of  good  lying  around,  even 
mixed  up  with  the  bad,  though  that  's  what  no 
young  person  sees  at  first.  \^ou  know  I  'm 
ever  so  much  older  than  you,  because  I  've 
been  out  in  the  fray  some  time.  Don't  get  to 
thinking  it  's  a  bad  world;  it  's  a  good  one. 
The  Lord  said  so  when  he  made  it.  Thus 
endeth  my  first  les.son.  I  never  talked  so  long 
in  all  my  life,  not  at  one  stretch.  I  sha'  n't  do 
so  again  very  soon.  Come  into  this  drug-store 
and  have  some  hot  coffee ;  you  look  fagged." 


"  You  're  such  a  comfort,  Tom,"  said  l^iiyllis. 
"  I  feel  much  better.  There  was  no  use  in 
talking  to  the  girls,  because  we  all  know  no 
more  and  no  less  than  one  another,  but  1  did 
want  straightening  out.  And  aunty  looks  so 
ill  lately,  don't  you  think  so  ?  " 

Tom  looked  serious.  "  I  think  she  is  ill, 
Phyllis,"  he  said.  "  There  's  nothing  the  mat- 
ter with  her  except  one  of  the  worst  things: 
she  is  exhausted,  worn  out  with  fret  and  trouble, 
and  she  does  n't  get  enough  nourishment ;  she 
needs  nursing." 

"  Oh,  I  see  it,  Tom,"  cried  Phyllis,  as  they 
left  the  soda-fountain.     "  What  can  I  do  ?  " 

"  Take  care  of  yourself,  for  one  thing ;  you 
don't  look  right,  either,"  said  Tom. 

"  I  feel  dragging ;  that  's  the  only  word  I 
know  for  it,"  said  Phyllis. 

"  I  'm  going  to  fix  you  up  some  quinine  and 
calisaya,  with  malt ;  I  'm  not  pleased  with  you 
of  late.  Miss  Phyllis,"  said  Tom. 

Four  days  later  Phyllis  trailed  her  weary 
way  homeward.  The  end  of  her  first  month's 
labor  had  come;  the  twenty-five  dollars  she 
had  earned  lay  in  her  pocket-book  in  four  new 
bills.  Her  head  ached,  her  knees  felt  strangely 
unreliable,  her  spine  seemed  to  be  some  one 
else's,  so  burning  and  painful  it  felt  in  its  pres- 
ent place,  and  her  eyes  played  her  tricks  by 
showing  her  objects  in  false  positions  and  sizes, 
occasionally  flaring  up  and  then  darkening 
completely  for  a  few  dreadful  seconds. 

Jessamy  met  her  at  the  door  with  an  anxious 
face.  "  Mama  has  given  out  wholly,  Phyl," 
she  said.  "  She  is  in  bed,  and  frightens  me, 
she  looks  so  weak,  and  her  heart  beats  un- 
evenly and  feebly." 

"  That  's  bad,"  said  Phyllis,  so  indifferently 
that  Jessamy  stared  in  amazement,  then  saw 
wdth  utter  sinking  of  her  heart  that  Phyllis 
looked  desperately  ill  herself.  If  Phyllis,  the 
rock  on  which  they  all  leaned,  gave  out  now, 
what  should  she  do  ? 

"  What  is  the  matter,  Phyl  ?  "  she  asked,  put- 
ting her  arm  around  her  cousin. 

"  I  have  no  idea.  My  head  aches  unbear- 
ably ;  it  is  a  headache  that  reaches  to  the  soles 
of  my  feet,"  answered  Phyllis,  miserably.  •'  I  've 
twenty-five  dollars  in  my  purse ;  that  will  pay 
for  several  visits,  won't  it  ?     Send  for  Dr.  Je- 
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rome,  I  mean,"  said  Phyllis,  uncertainly.  She 
dropped  her  hat  on  the  floor  beside  her,  and 
pushed  her  hair  back  from  her  temples  as  she 
spoke,  resting  both  elbows  on  her  knees.  "  One 
of  the  girls  is  ill ;  the  doctor  thought  it  might  be 
typhoid,"  she  added. 
"  Is      that     conta- 


slight  start;  then  he  bethought  himself,  and  an- 
swered cheerfully  :  "  Not  a  bit ;  only  infectious. 
Get  Phyllis  (juietin  bed,  and  try  not  to  borrow 
trouble." 

ikit  as  he  crossed  the  hall  he  shook  his  head 


gious 


demanded 


\ 


Jessamy,  her    breath 
.shortening. 

"  I  don't  know. 
Don't  be  afraid,  Jes- 
samy. I  'm  too  full  of 
pain  for  anything  else 
to  get  in.  1  could  n't 
catch  it,"  said  Phyllis, 
with  no  intention  of 
being  humorous. 

Jessamy  waited  to 
hear  no  more.  Run- 
ning across  to  Tom's 
room,  she  knocked 
impatiently. 

"  Oh,  Tom,  dear 
Tom,  do  come  quick ! " 
she  cried.  ''  Phyllis 
has  come  home  so  ill 
that  I  'm  more  fright- 
ened about  her  than 
about  mama  now." 

They  found  Phyllis 
exactly  as  Jessamy 
had  left  her.  Tom 
felt  her  pulse ;  her 
hands  were  burning, 
her  pulses  galloping. 
"  She  must  wait  till 
the  doctor  comes;  I  '11 
give  her  a  sedative, 
but  I  'd  rather  not  do 

anything  more,"  said  Tom,  looking  grave. 
"  Get  her  to  bed,  and  don't  look  .so  hopeless, 
dear  girl.  Phyllis  is  possibly  going  to  have  the 
grip, —  the  real  thing,  not  a  cold  under  that 
name, —  and  though  it  is  a  severe  sickness,  it 
does  not  need  such  a  tragic  face  to  meet  it." 

But  Jessamy  would  not  smile.  "  One  of 
Phyllis's  pupils  has  a  fever  ;  the  doctor  thinks  it 
may  be  typhoid ;  is  that  contagious  ?  "  she  asked. 

For  the  life  of  him  Tom  could  not  repress  a 


TOM    HAD    CAMPED    OUT,    AND    HE    INSISTED    ON     COOKING    THE     STEAK."       (SEE    PAGE     236.) 

like  an  old  practitioner.  "  Not  contagious,  it 
is  true;  but  Phyl  has  been  in  the  same  atmo- 
sphere as  that  girl,  and  may  have  contracted 
typhoid  under  the  same  conditions,"  he  said, 
rubbing  Nixie's  head  absent-mindedly  as  the 
little  dog  poked  it  into  his  hand,  recognizing  his 
master's  troubled  exj^ression.  "  I  don't  like  it, 
Nixie,  old  man  ;  I  confess  I  don't  like  it  at  all." 
Dr.  Jerome  came.  His  verdict  as  to  Mrs. 
Wyndham    corroborated   Tom's ;    she    needed 
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careful  nursing,  nourishing,  complete  rest,  and 
cheer.  And  to  insure  the  latter  prescription 
there  was  Phyllis !  On  her  case  the  doctor 
said  it  was  far  too  early  to  decide,  but  —  yes,  it 
might  be  typhoid.  He  would  do  all  he  could 
to  break  it  up,  but  Phyllis  was  seriously  ill. 
There  must  be  a  nurse;  even  though  Barbara 
gave  up  her  employment  to  help  Jessamy,  they 
were  both  too  inexperienced  to  undertake  a  case 
in  which  everything  depended  on  the  nursing. 

Barbara  came  home  into  the  trouble,  very 
tired,  and  discouraged  over  her  own  useless- 
ness.  She  who  had  felt  so  confident  that  she 
could  do  anything  had  thus  far  been  able  to 
earn  only  three  dollars  and  a  half  for  many 
hours'  labor ;  in  the  old  days  she  had  spent 
that  in  a  week  on  candies.  Jessamy  and  she 
had  a  consultation,  at  which  Tom  assisted,  as 
to  the  present  situation.  Tom  undertook  to 
procure  a  woman  who  had  nursed  in  his  fam- 
ily, and  who,  he  felt  sure,  would  serve  him  for 
less  than  the  usual  terms  of  a  professional  nurse. 
"  The  two  patients  must  be  separate,  of  course," 
he  added.  "  You  and  Bab  will  use  my  room, 
and  the  nurse  will  take  her  share  of  rest  where 
it  suits  her." 

"  And  where  will  you  sleep,  you  dear,  gener- 
ous boy  ?  "  cried  Jessamy. 

"  I  've  a  friend  I  can  bunk  with  till  you  're 
through  with  the  room,"  said  Tom.  "  It  won't 
trouble  me  a  bit,  so  don't  call  me  names, 
Princess." 

Tom's  good  woman  came;  she  was  the 
kindest  soul  in  the  world,  and  no  less  compe- 
tent than  kind.  Barbara  gave  up  her  envelopes 
to  help  Jessamy;  with  two  patients  she  was 
needed,  and  even  then  there  were  hardly  hands 
enough  to  render  the  service  required.  Tom 
ran  in  and  out  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night : 
Jessamy  felt  that  if  she  lived  ninety-nine  years 
she  could  never  repay  him  for  his  help  and  cheer, 
though  she  devoted  her  life  to  trying  to  do  so. 
Mrs.  Wyndham  lay  in  that  wearying  state  of 
feebleness  peculiar  to  exhausted  nerves  —  not 
in  actual  danger,  except  the  danger  of  continued 
prostration.  But  Phyllis  grew  more  ill;  twice 
a  day  the  old  doctor  came  to  watch  her  prog- 
ress, which  was  steadily  downward.  Out  of 
the  five  hundred  dollars  coming  to  the  Wynd- 
hams  quarterly  there  was  an  excess  over  neces- 


sary expenditures  of  about  ninety  dollars ;  this 
was  all  the  capital  Jessamy  had  in  hand  to 
meet  the  present  emergency,  and  underlying 
her  other  anxieties  was  the  fear  that  she  should 
be  obliged  to  borrow  of  Aunt  Henrietta  to  tide 
herself  through  the  double  illness  which  had 
come  upon  them.  Her  mother  required  all 
sorts  of  expensive  food  preparations,  and  Jes- 
samy realized  that  her  little  fund  would  not 
carry  them  further  on  their  hard  road  than 
three  weeks'  distance. 

Christmas  was  coming  —  the  Christmas  they 
had  dreaded  at  best  to  meet  in  a  boarding- 
house,  the  first  since  they  became  homeless; 
but  now  what  a  Christmas  it  was ! 

Barbara,  sitting,  as  she  did  every  moment  tliat 
the  nurse  would  intrust  Phyllis  to  her,  close  by 
her  cousin's  bed,  thought  with  falling  tears  of 
what  Phyllis  had  always  said,  that  nothing  mat- 
tered while  they  had  one  another.  What  if  they 
were  not  always  to  have  one  another  ?  What  if 
Phyllis  herself,  dear,  unselfish,  sweet  Phyllis, 
was  to  be  the  one  to  go  away,  leaving  a  void 
forever  which  no  one  could  fill?  Bab  the 
light-hearted  refused  to  fulfil  her  title,  but  sat 
stonily  looking  forward  to  Phyllis's  death,  Jes- 
samy, more  equable,  kept  up  a  htde  courage, 
but  for  her  also  hope  was  hard. 

And  so  Christmas  Eve  dawned  grimly  enough 
upon  the  two  poor  girls,  and  on  them  only, 
for  Mrs.  W^yndham  was  too  weak  to  give  more 
than  a  sick  woman's  passing  thought  to  the 
day,  and  for  Phyllis  in  her  delirium  there  was 
neither  day  nor  night. 

Dr.  Jerome  came  that  morning,  and  looked 
more  anxious  than  ever.  "  Your  mother  is 
doing  fairly,"  he  said,  "  but  this  litde  girl  does 
not  mend;  the  typhoid  symptoms  increase, 
and  I  'm  not  heading  it  off  yet.  Nurse,  if  you 
will  get  your  scissors,  I  think  this  heavy  hair 
must  come  off"." 

"  Oh,  don't,  please  don't  cut  off"  Phyllis's 
beautiful  hair  I "  cried  Bab,  while  Jessamy 
clasped  her  hands  in  mute  appeal. 

"  Nonsense,  Bab ;  it  will  relieve  her  more 
than  you  can  imagine,"  said  Tom,  sharply.  He 
had  followed  the  doctor  into  the  room.  <'  It 
would  fall  after  such  an  illness ;  it  is  better  for 
the  hair  to  cut  it :  but  if  it  were  n't  it  would  still 
have  to  be  done.     Pray  be  sensible." 
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The  nurse  brought  the  scissors,  and  with  a 
few  strokes  the  long,  warm,  dark  masses  of  hair 
lay  on  the  quilt. 

"  That 's  better,"  said  the  doctor,  as  Phyllis 
moved  her  head  as  though  at  once  conscious  of 
relief.  He  left  a  few  adtlitional  directions  for 
the  nurse,  and  went  away. 

I'hyllis's  hair  lay  on  a  i)aper;  the  sunlight, 
resting  on  it,  brought  out  its  rich  reddish  tint. 
Tom  lifted  a  tress  tenderly.  "  Poor,  sweet 
Phyllis  !  "  he  said. 

Jessamy  turned  away  to  the  window  without 
a  word,  and  Bab  stifled  a  sob  in  the  table-cover. 
\\'hat  a  Christmas  Eve,  indeed  ! 

Chapter  VII. 

TAKING    ARMS    A(;AINST    A    SEA    OF    TROUBLES. 

Christmas  morning  dawned  clear  and  cold, 
with  a  few  errant  snowflakes  drifting  on  the 
wind,  as  if  to  show  New  York  that  the  great 
Northwest  had  not  forgotten  her,  but  had  only 
delayed  its  Christmas  box  of  winter  weather  for 
a  little  while. 

It  is  hard  wholly  to  escape  the  universal  joy 
in  the  Christmas  air,  and,  in  spite  of  anxiety, 
Jessamy  and  Barbara  felt  more  hopeful  than 
they  had  the  night  before.  Then  little  crumbs 
of  comfort  floated  their  way  in  the  morning,  as 
the  snowflakes  were  floating  without.  Beau- 
tiful flowers  came  to  Mrs.  Wyndham  from  Mr. 
Hurd  and  other  friends,  and  the  expressman 
had  left  packages  for  the  girls  late  the  preced- 
ing night,  which  the  chambermaid  with  the 
chronically  dust-branded  forehead  brought  up 
the  first  thing  in  the  morning.  Then  the  post- 
man came,  bringing  Christmas  greetings  to  the 
girls  from  several  old  friends,  and  a  letter  from 
Mrs.  Van  .\lyn,with  an  ivy-leaf  from  Stratford- 
on-Avon  for  Phyllis,  a  photograph  of  Botticelli's 
beautiful  little  picture  of  the  Nativity,  from  the 
National  Callery,  for  Jessamy,  and  for  Bab  an 
oak-leaf  from  the  sleepy  old  English  town 
whence  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Wyndhams  had 
sailed  away  to  America  two  hundred  years  be- 
fore. But  best  and  most  wonderful  of  all,  he 
brought  a  note  from  Aunt  Henrietta,  which  Jes- 
samy read  aloud  to  Bab  after  they  were  up- 
stairs. 

" '  Mv  DEAR  Nieces,'  "  it  ran  :  "  '  I  am  con- 


cerned to  hear  that  your  mother  and  Phyllis  are 
ill,  though  it  would  be  more  becoming  if  you 
had  acquainted  me  with  the  fact  directly, 
rather  than  leave  me  to  learn  it  circuitously 
through  Mrs.  Haines.  I  trust  Phyllis  is  not 
going  to  have  typhoid,  like  the  Haines  child. 
Also  that  your  mother  will  try  to  overcome  her 
natural  weakness.  It  is  a  pity  she  has  none  of 
the  Wyndham  endurance  —  '  " 

"Yet  dear  papa  died,  not  madrina,"  inter- 
rupted I>al). 

" '  I  should  have  been  to  see  you,'  "  continued 
Jessamy,  "  '  but  that  I  myself  have  been  suftering. 
I  have  had  a  severe  attack  of  bronchitis,  and 
the  doctor  thought  I  should  not  escape  appen- 
dicitis— '  " 

"Mercy I  They  're  not  much  alike,  except 
in  that  horrible  long  /  sound !  "  exclaimed  Bab, 
who  grew  what  Tom  called  "Babbish"  the  mo- 
ment pressure  on  her  spirits  was  relaxed. 

"  Do  be  still.  Babbie,"  cried  Jessamy,  and 
read  on  :  "  '  Escape  appendicitis ;  but  the  symp- 
toms were  caused,  as  you  may  conjecture,  by 
acute  indigestion.  When  I  am  able  to  be  out 
I  shall  go  to  see  you.  In  the  meantime  I  send 
you  each  a  small  Christmas  remembrance  which 
may  be  useful  to  you  in  your  present  circum- 
stances. Your  afl'ectionate  aunt,  Henrietta 
Hewlett.'  " 

The  "  small  Christmas  remembrance  "  was  a 
check  for  each  member  of  the  familv  of  twenty- 
five  dollars.  Jessamy  snatched  them  up  greedily. 
No  one  knew  how  she  had  dreaded  applying  to 
Aunt  Henrietta  for  a  loan,  and  now  Aunt  Hen- 
rietta herself  had  precluded  the  necessity  !  A 
hundred  dollars !  It  would  carry  them  more 
than  two  weeks  into  the  new  year,  when  their 
interest  came  in  ;  perhaps  before  this  windfall 
was  used  they  might  be  able  to  dispense  with 
the  nurse.  It  is  difficult  to  be  hopeful  with 
money  anxieties  corroding  the  heart,  and  with 
these  relieved  Jessamy  and  Bab  looked  on  their 
two  dear  patients  for  the  first  time  w-ith  cour- 
age, pressing  each  other's  waist  with  their  en- 
circling arms,  feeling  very  grateful  for  the  com- 
fort Christmas  had  brought  them,  and  something 
very  like  love  for  Aunt  Henrietta,  who,  in  spite 
of  w^ays  all  her  own,  had  done  a  generous 
thing. 

Mrs.  Black  rose  to  the  requirements  of  the 
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festival,  and  gave  her  "  guests  "  an  unwonted 
feast;  Mrs.  Wyndham  took  little  bits  of  the 
delicate  meat  around  the  turkey  wishbone  with 
more  relish  than  she  had  shown  for  anything 
since  her  breaking  down. 

After  dinner  Ruth  Wells  came  down,  her 
basket  on  her  arm,  like  a  happy  combination  of 
Little  Red  Riding- Hood  and  Little  Mabel, 
whose  "  willing  mind  "  could  not  have  been  as 
ready  to  serve  others  as  kindly  Ruth's.  Out 
of  her  basket  she  produced  a  veil-case  for  Jes- 
samy,  a  handkerchief-case  for  Bab,  a  glove-case 
for  Phyllis,  all  embroidered  in  tiny  Dresden 
flowers  on  white  linen  —  not  in  her  spare  mo- 
ments, for  Ruth  had  no  spare  moments,  but  in 
tliose  she  had  pilfered  from  her  work  for  her 
friend^.  And  for  the  sick  ones  were  clear  jel- 
lies, and  a  mold  of  blanc-mange,  with  bits  of 
holly  stuck  blithely  on  the  top. 

"  Oh,  Ruth,  how  could  you  make  all  these, 
and  how  did  you  get  them  down  here  ?  "  cried 
Bab. 

'•  That  comes  of  having  one's  own  flat  and 
not  boarding,"  laughed  Ruth;  "at  least,  as  far 
as  the  making  goes.  As  to  getting  them  down, 
a  little  more  or  less,  once  you  have  a  basket, 
does  n't  matter.  Your  mother  looks  decidedly 
brighter." 

"  Yes ;  she  ate  with  a  little  appetite  to-day. 
But  PhylHs  does  n't  improve.  And  oh,  Ruth, 
they  have  cut  off  her  hair !  "  said  Jessamy. 

"  Well,"  said  Ruth,  stoudy,  "  what  of  it  ?  You 
speak  as  though  it  were  her  head.  I  suppose 
it  won't  be  like  the  raveled-yam  hair  on  the 
knit  doll  I  had  when  I  was  a  little  tot ;  I  cut 
that  off  when  he  was  going  to  a  party,  and  was 
dreadfully  grieved  that  it  never  grew  again. 
Phyllis's  will,  I  suspect." 

"  Come  and  see  her,"  said  Jessamy.  Ruth 
followed.  She  really  was  a  wonderfully  com- 
forting girl.  Not  a  shadow  of  regret  could 
Jessamy  and  Bab,  watching  her  closely,  discover 
as  she  looked  on  poor  shorn  Phyllis,  lying 
quietly  just  then.      Instead  Ruth  said  cheerily  : 

"  It  will  probably  grow  out  in  little  soft  curls 
all  over  her  head,  and  how  pretty  she  will 
look !  " 

And,  as  if  to  reward  Ruth  for  her  goodness, 
Phyllis  opened  her  eyes,  smiled  faintly,  and  said, 
in  a  hardly  audible  voice :  "  I  'm  lazy,  Ruth." 


It  was  the  first  sign  of  recognition  she  had 
given  since  she  had  become  unconscious,  and 
Jessamy  and  Bab  clutched  each  other  in  speech- 
less joy.  To  be  sure,  Phyllis  said  no  more,  but 
droj)ped  away  again  into  that  mysterious  space 
wherein  the  sick  exist,  and  Tom  had  gone  away 
to  keep  the  hohdays  with  his  family,  so  there 
was  no  one  to  whom  they  could  fly  to  ask  just 
how  good  a  symptom  this  might  be.  But  the 
nurse  told  them  that,  though  it  might  mean  little, 
it  was  encouraging,  and  the  eager  girls  resolved  to 
take  it  at  its  highest  valuation,  to  get  all  the  joy 
they  could  out  of  a  Christmas  not  too  bright  at 
best. 

"  Cood-by.  Ruthy;  you  are  so  heartening! 
I  wish  madrina  could  take  you  for  a  tonic ; 
I  'm  sure  I  don't  know  any  other  equal  to  you," 
said  Bab,  as  Ruth  left  them. 

The  last  seven  days  of  the  year  slipped  by 
with  alternations  of  hope  and  fear  for  Phyllis 
filling  Jessamy  and  Barbara's  moments — for 
Phyllis,  because  the  question  of  whether  she  was 
to  throw  off"  the  fever  or  settle  down  to  long 
typhoid  was  determining,  and  Mrs.  Wyndham's 
condition  involved  no  present  danger.  On  the 
whole,  hope  predominated  ;  the  times  in  which 
Phyllis  had  lucid  moments  grew  more  frequent 
and  longer;  Dr.  Jerome  looked  more  cheerful 
each  day. 

But  finally,  as  if  she  knew  that  the  time  of 
good  resolutions  and  amendment  had  come,  on 
the  closing  night  of  the  year  Phyllis  threw  ofl" 
the  last  trace  of  her  fever,  and  lay  white  and 
weak,  but  smilingly  conscious,  to  greet  the  New 
Year's  dawn. 

Tom  and  Nixie  came  back  to  hear  the  good 
news,  bringing  cheer  with  them.  Altogether 
Jessamy  felt  that  night,  when  she  lay  down  to 
sleep,  that  her  troubles  were  nearly  over,  and 
she  saw  hght  ahead.  She  had  yet  to  learn  that 
the  long  days  of  convalescence  held  trials  greater 
than  those  she  had  borne. 

In  the  first  place,  the  January  davs  fulfilled 
the  old  prophecy  of  increased  cold  with  greater 
length,  and  the  little  stoves,  to  which  she 
and  Bab  offered  up  holocausts  of  knuckles  and 
finger-tips,  tried  them  almost  past  endurance. 

"  It  really  is  n't  the  stove  that  bothers  me," 
said  Bab,  falling  back  on  her  heels  as  she  knelt 
before  it,  and  raising  a  discouraged  and  smutty 
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face  to  Jessamy.  "  The  stove  is  like  the  rest  of 
us :  it  would  behave  better  if  it  could  get 
something  to  consume." 

That  was  true;  it  took  constant  battling  to 
keej}  coal  on  hand  to  replenish  the  fire.  Mrs. 
Black's  interest 
in  the  coal  (jucs- 
tion  was  only  to 
save  it,  and  the 
result  was  that 
the  swift-drawing 
cylinder-stoves 
were  perilously 
low  half  the  time. 

The  matter  of 
getting  food  suit- 
able to  conva- 
le.scents  kept  the 
poor  girls'  nerves 
quivering.  They 
bought  chops 
and  gave  them 
to  Mrs.  Black  to 
be  cooked,  brib- 
ing the  cook  to 
do  it  well;  but 
the  meat  that 
had  looked  so 
succulent  and  so 
tender  when  it 
was  cut  reap- 
peared dry  and 
blackened,  with 
congealing  fat 
around  the  edges 
of  the  plate,  or 
■else  was  so  rare 
that  Phyllis's  big 
hungry  eyes  filled 
with  tears  at  the 
mere  sight  of  it. 

Jessamy  and  Bab  tried  extracting  beef-juice 
in  glass  jars  with  cold  water  and  salt,  as 
Mrs.  Wells  taught  them  to  do,  and  they  got 
a  broiling-fork  and  cooked  chojjs  over  their 
stoves  until  the  irascible  old  man  below  them 
complained  to  the  landlady  of  the  odor  of  broil- 
ing. Jessamy  began  to  have  a  little  line  be- 
tween her  eyes,  and  her  sweet  voice  grew  almost 
sharp  from  nervous  strain ;  while  Bab,  though 


she  really  struggled  hard  "  to  be  good,"  as  she 
said,  found  her  naturally  quick  temper  roused 
beyond  her  ability  to  curb  it  in  the  effort  to  obtain 
justice,  if  not  kindness,  for  her  dear  patients, 
whose  recovery  depended  on  proper  care. 

For  a  month 
these  two  poor 
little  heroines 
struggled  on  in 
a  daily  round  of 
petty  annoyances 
—  not  petty,  af- 
ter all,  when  one 
considered  what 
was  involved. 

"  We  're  get- 
ting awful,  Jessa- 
my," said  Bab, 
tearfully,  one  sad 
night.  "  We  're 
getting  sharp- 
tempered,  ner- 
vous, hard  ;  and 
I  wonder  where 
shall  we  end  ?  " 
"Come  in  here, 
girls,"  Avas  heard 
in  Phyllis's  voice, 
still  tremulous, 
from  the  next 
room.  "And  do 
bring  Tom." 

Tom  and 

Nixie  had  re- 
sumed their  old 
quarters  since 
the  nurse  had 
gone,  and  now 
both  the  dog  and 
his  master  came 
as  readily  as 
they  always  did  when  any  one  of  the  ^V'ynd- 
hams  called  them. 

"  I  heard  what  you  said,  Babbie,"  said  Phyl- 
lis, motioning  Tom  to  the  seat  of  honor,  and 
welcoming  Nixie  to  her  side  in  the  big  chair. 
"  I  've  been  seeing  what  a  hard  time  you  were 
having,  and  I  want  to  tell  you  both  what  we  're 
going  to  do." 

"  It   sounds    rather  solemn,   Phyl,    summon- 


'  LOOK    OUT,    TRUCHI-Kl,    YOU    'LL     FALL!'    rilVLLIS    SAID."       (SEE    PAGE    238.) 


THE    WYNDHAM    GIRLS. 


233 


ing  us  to  a  conclave  like  this.  If  we  're  going 
to  do  anything  bad,  don't  tell  us  to-night,"  said 
Jessamy. 

"  What  we  're  going  to  do  —  or  what  I  'm 
going  to  do  —  is  go  to  housekeeping,"  Phyllis 
said. 

There  was  a  shout  of  laughter  from  her  audi- 
ence, after  a  moment  of  surprised  silence. 

"  You  look  like  housekeeping  just  now,"  said 
Bab. 

"  I  look  less  like  boarding,"  said  Phyllis, 
stoutly.  •'  Ruth  Wells  is  perfectly  right.  We 
should  be  far  better  off  in  a  little  home  of  our 
own,  '  be  it  ever  so  humble.'  It  takes  strong — 
no,  I  mean  tough  people  to  get  on  without 
home  comforts.  You  and  Jessamy  are  getting 
utterly  worn  out,  as  nervous  and  fretted  as  you 
can  be,  and  if  you  put  half  the  strength  it  takes 
to  live  this  -way  into  healthy  housework  you 
would  have  everything  you  need,  and  not  be 
tired,  still  less  cross." 

"  Phyllis  is  right !  "  cried  Tom.  "  It 's  a  mis- 
erable way  to  live." 

"  Of  course  I  'm  right,"  said  Phylhs.  "  Now 
I  've  been  figuring.  It  costs  us*  about  sixteen 
hundred  a  year  to  live  in  this  wretched  way, 
and  I  don't  know  what  you  are  spending  besides 
for  these  nourishing  things  aunty  and  I  are 
having." 

"  I  do,"  said  Jessamy,  with  a  half-humorous, 
half-genuine  sigh. 

"  I  am  sure  you  do,  and  that  it  is  awful," 
said  Phyllis.  "  Well,  now  listen.  We  are  going 
to  take  a  flat,  the  best  we  can  find  for  the 
money,  at  forty  dollars  a  month.  We  are  going 
to  have  a  woman  come  in  two  days  each  week  to 
wash,  iron,  and  sweep,  at  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
a  day,  making  about  a  hundred  and  twenty-six 
dollars  a  year.  We  are  going  to  cook  on  gas  — 
Ruth  said  so  —  seventy-two  dollars  more.  And 
we  're  going  to  live  plainly,  but  have  nice, 
wholesome  things  to  eat,  and  all  we  want,  for 
six  hundred  a  year — Ruth  again,  and  she 
knows !  And  that  makes  a  total  of  thirteen 
hundred  dollars,  allowing  a  little  margin.  That 's 
three  hundred  dollars  less  than  we  spend  now, 
and  even  if  it  were  more,  who  would  n't  rather 
be  in  her  own  dear  little  home,  with  all  scratchy, 
maddening  things  and  people  shut  out  ?  " 

Phyllis  stopped,  breathless,   and    the  others 
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had  listened  in  so  much  the  same  condition 
that  it  was  a  moment  before  any  one  spoke. 
Then  Bab  leaped  to  her  feet,  and  ran  over  to 
hug  Phyllis  in  a  rapture.  "  You  dear,  quiet, 
splendid  old  Phyllistine  !  "  she  cried.  "  It  's 
just  blissfully  lovely!  To  think  of  you  being 
the  one  to  do  it,  when  you  're  still  so  weak  and 
forlorn !  " 

"  Ask  me  to  tea ;  have  me  up  to  help  ;  let 
me  catch  the  crumbs  from  your  table,"  said 
Tom.  "  Phyllis,  you  're  a  trump,  and  you  've 
saved  the  day." 

"  Crumbs  from  the  table !  "  cried  Jessamy, 
catching  her  breath.  "  That  's  just  it.  It  's  a 
dream,  Phyl,  but  how  in  the  world  can  we  do 
it  ?  There  won't  be  any  crumbs  from  the  table, 
nor  anything  to  eat.  We  can't  do  anything, 
any  of  us.  I  'm  not  sure  mama  understands 
cooking." 

"Aunty  can  direct  a  cook,"  said  Phyllis; 
"  and  I  'm  not  afraid,  with  a  good  cook-book, 
and  Ruth  to  ask.  We  can  learn  a  few  thing.s, 
and  do  them  every  day,  if  necessary.  It  's  bet- 
ter than  this,  at  the  worst,  and  we  shall  save 
money,  too.  If  we  failed,  we  could  have  one 
servant,  and  still  spend  no  more  than  we  do 
now.  You  and  Bab  go  to  look  for  flats  to- 
morrow.    You  '11  see  I  'm  right." 

Phyllis's  last  remark  settled  the  question.  If 
they  could  afford  a  servant  in  case  of  necessity, 
there  could  be  no  risk  in  the  attempt.  Barbara 
would  not  admit  risk  in  any  case.  Tom  was 
unselfishly  enthusiastic  over  the  scheme,  though 
he  said  he  dared  not  think  of  his  loneliness  if 
they  left  the  "  Blackboard."  But  Bab  hos- 
pitably gave  him  the  freedom  of  the  new  apart- 
ment, and  before  they  separated  for  the  night 
the  place  was  rented,  furnished,  and  they  had 
moved  in.  And,  best  of  all,  Tom  had  promised 
Phyllis  that  she  should  own  a  kitten. 

Chapter  VIII. 

THE    TURN    OF    THE    LANE. 

Jessamy  and  Barbara  were  ready  for  their, 
expedition  in  search  of  peace  by  nine  o'clock 
the  next  morning. 

"  Phyllis  is  rather  like  the  centurion  in  the 
gospel :  she  tells  one  to  go,  and  she  goeth,  and  to 
another  to  do  this,  and  she  doeth  it.    That  is  n't 
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irreverent,  because  the  centurion  was  only  a 
Roman  soldier  —  not  even  a  prophet,"  said 
Bab,  as  she  toiled  up  the  elevated-road  steps  at 
Thirty-third  Street.  "  I  wonder  what  it  is  in 
Phyl  we  all  yield  to  ?  " 

"  She  is  very  decided,  with  all  her  quietness, 
for  one  thing,  and  we  have  learned  that  she  is 
generally  right  and  pulls  us  out  of  difficulties,  for 
another,"  said  Jessamy.  "  Wait;  1  think  I  've 
two  tickets." 

"  What  does  it  matter  ?  We  shall  need  them 
when  we  've  moved  uptown,"  said  Bab,  airily,  as 
she  dashed  ahead  and  deposited  ten  cents  at 
the  ticket-seller's  window. 

It  was  not  a  wholly  attractive  section  of  the 
city  where  they  found  themselves  on  their  arrival 
at  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Street.  Jessamy 
and  Bab  felt  their  ardor  dampened  after  they 
had  rung  several  janitors'  bells  in  uniformly 
small  vestibules  decorated  with  stenciling  on 
the  ceilings  and  walls,  and  possessing  too  many 
little  brass  speaking-tubes  and  electric  bells,  and, 
in  many  cases,  too  many  small  children  munch- 
ing cookies  and  staring,  round-eyed,  at  the 
strangers. 

But  Barbara  said,  "  Where  there  's  scope 
there  's  hope,  and  New  York  is  large,"  and  they 
kept  on  cheerfully.  At  last  they  discovered  a 
house  farther  uptown,  but  still  below  the  bend 
of  the  elevated  road  (around  which  they  felt 
certain  their  mother  would  never  travel),  which 
looked  attractive.  The  rosy-cheeked  German 
janitor's  wife  showed  them  seven  rooms,  not 
large,  but  not  as  small  as  the  others  they  had 
seen,  looking  on  a  quiet  street,  with  the  upper 
entrance  to  Central  Park  only  two  blocks  away. 
The  rent  of  the  apartment,  they  were  told,  was 
forty-five  dollars  a  month,  but  since  it  was  Feb- 
ruary the  janitor  thought  it  could  be  had  for 
forty.  Jessamy  and  Barbara,  unversed  in  land- 
lords' ways,  trembled  lest  some  one  should  get 
their  bargain  before  they  had  time  to  report  it 
at  home  and  secure  it. 

"  Oh,  girls,"  cried  Phyllis,  on  their  return, 
.when  she  had  heard  of  their  success,  "  Mrs.  Van 
Alyn  has  come ;  she  's  been  here.  She  approves 
our  plan,  but  she  advises  us  to  settle  everything 
without  speaking  to  aunty,  for  she  thinks  she 
is  too  weak  to  see  anything  but  its  disadvan- 
tages.    And  —  and  —  oh,  Jess!  oh,  Bab!  I  'm 


half  crazy.  She  has  some  of  our  dearest  things 
stored  away  for  us,  because  she  felt  sure  we  should 
sometime  have  another  home :  uncle's  chair, 
Bab's  piano,  our  desks,  tables,  photographs, 
casts  —  oh,  I  don't  know  what!  —  out  of  our 
dear  old  home,  all  ready  for  this  little  new 
one !  " 

Bab  turned  white,  then  took  a  header  into 
the  pillows  to  smother  the  irrepressible  cry  of 
joy  which  her  mother  must  not  hear,  while 
Jessamy,  who  had  silently  mourned  her  lost 
treasures  more  than  either  of  the  others,  dropped 
into  the  rocking-chair,  crying  for  happiness. 

It  was  a  great  comfort  that  Mrs.  Van  Al)-n 
approved  the  new  plan ;  it  made  it  better  if  it 
should  go  wrong :  for  Jessamy  did  not  like  to 
assume  the  entire  responsibility  of  such  a  radical 
change  of  which  her  mother  was  to  be  ignorant. 
The  flat  was  taken,  and  then  the  joy  of  furnish- 
ing began. 

New  papers,  a  soft  gray-green  in  the  parlor,  a 
rich  red,  olive,  and  brown  tapestry  in  the  dining- 
room,  with  soft  imitations  of  burlaps  in  the  small 
bedrooms,  completely  altered  the  effect  given 
by  the  ugly  papers  which  had  preceded  them. 
Pretty  denims,  labor-saving  as  well  as  pretty, 
covered  the  bedroom  floors,  and  the  dining- 
room  and  parlor  floors  were  stained  for  a  border 
to  their  tasteful  rugs.  The  three-foot  hall  run- 
ning through  the  apartment  was  also  stained, 
and  black  goatskin  rugs,  laid  at  intervals,  soft- 
ened the  sound  of  feet ;  they  were  real  of  their 
kind,  and  Jessamy  abhorred  imitations. 

Ruth  was  called  into  consultation  for  kitchen 
furnishing.  She  and  Barbara  spent  a  delightful 
morning  in  a  hardware-shop,  buying  bright  tins 
and  fascinating  japanned  boxes,  as  pretty  in  the 
eyes  of  the  homesick  girls  as  art  treasures. 
Jessamy,  PhyUis,  and  Bab  were  so  wild  with 
delight  during  these  last  days  they  could  hardly 
get  through  them,  so  impatient  were  they  to 
take  possession  of  their  kingdom.  Tom  was 
not  less  excited  than  they ;  not  a  day  passed 
without  his  bringing  home  some  wonderful  con- 
tribution to  the  cooperative  housekeeping,  in 
which  cooperation  he  claimed  his  full  share. 

And  at  last,  on  the  day  before  the  Wynd- 
hams  were  to  move  uptown,  Mrs.  Van  Alyn 
carried  Tom  off"  with  her  to  the  apartment,  for- 
bidding the  girls  their  own  precincts,  and  with 
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his  help  set  in  place  the  priceless  treasures  of 
old  association  which  her  kindness  had  kept 
for  them  from  a  past  more  splendid,  but  which 
the  present  promised  to  equal  in  happiness. 

And  thus  the  great  day  came.  Mrs,  Wynd- 
ham  had  been  told  but  two  days  before  of  the 
home  awaiting  her,  and  received  the  news  with 
rather  more  apprehension  than  pleasure.  Phyl- 
lis gave  up  all  thought  of  returning  to  Mrs. 
Haines ;  they  hoped  to  save  under  the  new 
arrangement  more  than  she  had  earned  there, 
and  to  do  this  her  services  were  needed  at 
home.  Mrs.  Van  Alyn  once  more  sent  her 
carriage  for  her  friend's  use,  Mrs.  Black  "  assem- 
bled," as  Tom  said,  to  see  her  off,  and  Phyllis 
shared  her  aunt's  drive,  with  refreshments  for 
both  invalids  to  sustain  them  until  they  got 
home.  Home!  —  a  word  to  conjure  with,  driv- 
ing illness  away.  The  coachman  was  bidden 
take  them  up  through  the  park  at  an  easy  pace, 
and  so,  in  the  carriage  in  which  she  had  been 
borne  away  from  her  first  home,  poor  Mrs. 
Wyndham,  full  of  the  recollection,  too  ill  and 
sad  to  share  the  girls'  enthusiasm,  rode  away  to 
her  new  one. 

The  trunks,  and  all  Tom's  mad  contributions  to 
the  apartment,  had  gone  away  early,  and  as  soon 
as  the  door  had  closed  on  their  mother  and  Phyl- 
lis, Jessamy  and  Bab  tore  up  the  long  flights  to 
get  their  hats  and  jackets  and  hasten  after  them. 

Bab  seized  Jessamy  around  the  waist  and 
waltzed  her  all  over  both  empty  rooms,  singing 
at  the  top  of  her  voice,  while  the  chambermaid 
pushed  her  reddish  pompadour  out  of  her  eyes 
to  see  better,  and  grinned  sympathetically;  she 
liked  the  Wyndhams,  and  would  have  rejoiced 
to  get  out  of  bondage  herself. 

"Come  on,  Jess!  Don't  stop  for  gloves; 
put  them  on  in  the  train  for  once.  Got  every- 
thing ?  Oh,  hurry  !  We  must  get  there  first, 
and  I  'm  wild  to  see  what  Mrs.  Van  Alyn  and 
that  boy  did  yesterday  !  Don't  stop  for  gloves, 
please, —  I  'm  going  crazy  !  "  cried  Bab. 

"  You  're  crazy  now,"  said  Jessamy ;  but  she 
tucked  her  gloves  into  her  coat-pocket,  and  her 
voice  shook,  her  cheeks  were  crimson.  "  Come, 
then.  Good-by,  Nellie;  I  hope  you  will  be 
well  and  happy.  Good-by,  old  room;  we 
might  have  left  you  sorrowful  instead  of  rejoi- 
cing, and  at  least  I  may  thank  you  for  that." 


Barbara  was  already  half-way  downstairs ; 
Jessamy  ran  after  her,  and  they  reached  the 
lower  hall  breathless,  to  find  Mrs.  Black  waiting 
to  say  farewell. 

"  I  wish  you  luck,"  she  said,  with  an  air  that 
implied  it  was  a  hopeless  desire  for  any  one  mad 
enough  to  leave  her  sheltering  roof.  "  You  '11 
find  housekeeping  very  different  from  having 
no  cares  and  being  free  to  enjoy  yourselves.  I 
hope  you  may  be  happy,  and  your  ma  won't 
break  down  under  the  strain;  she  can't  stand 
much." 

The  ride  to  Harlem  seemed  endless  to  the 
two  girls,  but  at  last  the  tedious  journey  ended, 
and  once  they  had  turned  east  out  of  crowded 
Columbus  Avenue,  Jessamy  and  Bab  fairly 
ran  down  the  street  on  which  their  apartment 
waited  them. 

They  let  themselves  into  the  house  with  their 
own  latch-key.  The  janitor's  wife  was  cleaning 
brasses,  and  said  good  morning  pleasantly,  but 
with  no  notion  of  what  a  great  event  was  hap- 
pening before  her  Swabian  eyes.  How  could 
she  have,  poor  soul,  since  people  move  in  and 
out  of  apartments  every  day,  and  few  of  them 
are  young  exiles,  hungry  for  home,  come  to 
take  possession  of  the  Land  of  Promise  ? 

Jessamy's  heart  beat  so  that  she  could  hardly 
get  upstairs ;  but  Bab  honorably  waited  for  her, 
and  would  not  put  the  key  into  the  lock  —  not 
the  general  lock  of  the  outer  door,  solemn  as 
that  ceremony  had  been,  but  the  sacred,  blessed 
lock  of  their  own  private  entrance.  She  threw 
the  door  open,  clutched  Jessamy's  hand,  who 
returned  the  pressure  with  interest,  and  together 
they  entered. 

They  ran  from  room  to  room,  calling  each 
other,  sobbing  and  laughing,  and  kissing  the 
inanimate  things  like  crazy  girls.  Phyllis's 
desk  stood  in  her  room,  and  beside  her  bed  the 
little  rocking-chair  Bab  loved  best  held  out  its 
arms  to  her.  In  the  dining-room  they  found 
silver  they  had  thought  never  to  see  again,  and 
dishes  which  they  knew  would  be  equal  to  food, 
whether  empty  or  full,  to  their  mother. 

They  made  their  excited  way  back  to  the  par- 
lor, and  Jessamy  dropped,  exhausted,  into  the 
window-seat,  which  was  mysteriously  draped  in 
white  lace,  though  they  had  made  up  their 
minds  to  self-denial  in  the  matter  of  curtains. 
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Her  eyes  rested  on  her  father's  chair,  and  her 
lips  trembled  with  joy  and  gratitude.  "  Oh, 
the  Lord  bless  that  dear,  dear  Mrs.  Van  Alyn!" 
she  said,  thougli  she  usually  found  such  expres- 
sion impossible. 

Barbara  opened  the  piano  and  laid  her  hands 
on  the  keys.  She  struck  two  or  three  chords 
of  "  Home,  Sweet  Home,"  and  laid  her  head 
down  on  the  pretty  case  to  cry  the  happiest 
tears  she  had  ever  shed. 

It  was  fortunate  that  Jessamy  and  Barbara 
had  more  than  half  an  hour  to  await  the  arrival 
of  the  invalids,  for  neither  Phyllis  nor  their  mo- 
ther was  strong  enough  to  encounter  them  while 
their  excitement  was  at  its  height.  When  they 
arrived  the  girls  had  calmed  down  enough  to 
open  the  door  quietly  and  say,  with  only  a 
little  tremor  in  the  voice  of  each :  "  Welcome 
home,  mama  and  Phyllis  !  " 

Phyllis  looked  white  after  her  drive,  but  the 
color  rushed  from  her  throat  to  her  short  hair 
at  the  sight  that  met  her  eyes.  She  did  not 
attempt  to  go  farther  than  the  parlor  sofa, 
where  Bab  led  her,  and  lay  still,  in  a  trance  of 
delight,  looking  from  one  dear  picture  to  an- 
other, letting  the  soothing  green  tone  of  the 
room  sink  into  her  brain  and  rest  her  as  if  a 
cool  hand  had  been  laid  on  her  throbbing 
nerves. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  did  not  get  beyond  her  hus- 
band's chair.  She  sank  into  it,  laid  her  weary 
head  against  the  cool  leather,  and  burst  into 
quiet  tears.  But  even  the  inexperienced  girls 
recognized  them  for  tears  that  would  restore 
her,  standing  for  the  breaking  up  of  the  apathy 
which  had  been  the  worst  phase  of  her  illness, 
and  they  felt  certain  they  had  .done  well  in 
taking  matters  into  their  own  hands  and  giving 
the  frail  little  mother  a  home  once  more. 

Oh,  the  joy  of  preparing  that  first  dinner,  to 
which  Ruth  and  Tom  came  !  Tom  had  camped 
out,  and  he  insisted  on  cooking  the  steak;  Ruth 
showed  the  girls  how  to  boil  potatoes  so  that 
they  would  neither  crumble  to  bits  nor  emerge 
water-soaked  from  the  operation.  What  bliss 
it  was  to  Jessamy  to  make  the  tea  by  the  ven- 
erable rule  of  one  teaspoonful  for  each  cup, 
and  one  to  the  pot !  And  the  unutterable  joy 
of  peering  into  the  fat  little  Japanese  teapot 
later,  with  an  air  of  experience,  to  see  if  it  were 


drawn !  And  the  still  greater  happiness  of 
making  cocoa  for  the  invalids,  in  the  alluring 
agate  saucepan,  brought  forth  from  beneath  the 
kitchen  closet  to  be  useful  for  the  first  time  in 
its  gray  satin-finish  life ! 

Bab  was  delirious  —  cut  a  slice  of  bread,  and 
ran  to  hug  her  mother;  set  the  cold  water  run- 
ning, and  then  was  saved  by  Jessamy  from 
filling  the  pitcher  from  the  hot-water  faucet. 
Jessamy  took  her  happiness  in  another  way. 
She  went  about  with  an  uplifted  look  on  her 
lovely  face ;  touched  everything  with  a  kind  of 
reverence,  brooding  over  the  teacups  and  lift- 
ing the  butter-jar  as  if  they  were  little  babies. 
She  forgot  nothing,  left  nothing  undone,  and 
when  she  went  to  call  her  mother  and  Phyllis 
to  their  first  meal  at  home,  though  her  voice 
would  quaver,  they  were  summoned  to  a  per- 
fect meal,  thanks  to  her,  and  in  spite  of  Bab's 
temporary  craziness. 

Nixie  had  a  brilliant  red  bow,  which  he 
despised,  on  his  collar  for  the  occasion,  and 
was  fed  in  turn  by  every  one  till  he  could  eat 
no  more,  and  retired  to  the  front  of  the  ra- 
diator to  meditate  on  the  advantages  of  house- 
keeping. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  took  her  place  at  the  head 
of  her  table,  and  showed  such  an  improved  ap- 
petite that  Jessamy  and  Bab  made  their  dinner 
chiefly  of  rapture,  watching  her  and  Phyllis 
enjoy  the  juicy  steak. 

"  Now  I  've  one  more  contribution  to  this 
mansion,"  said  Tom,  laying  aside  the  gingham 
apron  he  had  insisted  on  donning  to  help  wash 
the  dishes,  when  everything  was  once  more 
in  order.  "  I  wanted  to  show  you  it  before 
dinner,  but  I  feared  we  'd  get  nothing  to  eat. 
Your  mother  has  it  in  the  parlor ;  it  's  for 
Phyllis." 

Phyllis,  guessing,  jumped  from  the  rocking- 
chair  where  she  had  been  installed  in  range  of 
the  kitchen  door  to  watch  the  dish-washing, 
and  ran,  as  if  she  had  never  been  ill,  into  the 
parlor.  There  sat  her  aunt,  and  in  her  lap 
lay  curled  up,  like  a  powder-puff,  the  tiniest, 
whitest  kitten  ever  seen  !  Phyllis  had  it  cuddled 
in  her  neck  in  a  moment. 

"  Oh,  Tom,  it 's  lovely !  Oh,  if  you  only  knew 
how  I  'd  been  wanting  a  kitten  !  How  did  you 
find  such  a  white  one  ?  "  she  cried  rapturously. 
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"  I  've  had  it  engaged  for  ten  days ;  we  've 
been  waiting  for  it  to  learn  to  eat ;  it  's  only  a 
month  old,"  said  Tom,  looking  very  happy  in 
Phyllis's  pleasure.  "  Its  mother  is  a  white  lady 
of  most  favorable  record  and  perfect  manners. 
They  say  her  kittens .  are  models  in  every  way. 
Hope  this  one  will  do  you  and  her  credit." 

"  It  shall  be  called  '  Truce,'  because  we  're 
at  peace,  and  it  's  all  white,"  said  Phyllis. 

"  Truce  is  n't  peace.  However,  it  's  a  nice 
name,"  said  Tom.  "  I  called  it  '  Antiseptic 
Cotton ' ;  it  looks  just  like  the  packages  of  cot- 
ton we  use  in  the  hospitals ;  but  I  don't  mind  if 
you  change  the  name  —  it  is  not  cjuite  conve- 
nient to  call." 

"  Horrid  !  "  said  Bab,  decidedly.  "  Truce  is 
pretty.  I  think  you  might  let  some  one  else 
see  just  the  tip  of  its  tail,  Phyl ;  we  like  kittens, 
too." 

"  This  adds  the  very  last  touch  of  homeiness 
to  everything,"  said  Phyllis,  generously  hand- 
ing her  treasure  to  Bab.  "  Bless  you,  Tom,  for 
getting  it." 

Chapter  IX. 

HOME-KEEPING    HEARTS. 

The  Wyndhams  had  been  "  out  of  Egypt," 
as  Phyllis  called  it,  a  month.  Tom  painted  a 
highly  decorative  sign  bearing  the  word  "  Ca- 
naan "  in  gold  letters  on  a  red  ground,  to  be 
placed  over  the  front  door,  because  his  friends 
were  not  only  out  of  Egypt,  but  entered  into 
the  Land  of  Promise.  Although  it  was  not 
quite  possible  to  hang  the  inscription  in  the 
front  hall,  Phyllis  would  not  discard  it,  but 
placed  it  over  the  window  in  the  dining-room  ; 
the  flat  was  indeed  the  Land  of  Promise  to 
them  all,  and  each  realized  it  in  her  own  way. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  was  almost  entirely  well ; 
her  improvement  had  been  rapid  from  the  first, 
and  she  was  far  happier  than  she  had  been 
since  the  fatal  day  when  Mr.  Hurd  had  come 
to  tell  her  of  her  loss  —  a  day  that  was  now 
nearly  a  year  in  the  past. 

Phyllis  was  completely  recovered ;  she  was 
too  happy  to  be  less  than  well.  Her  hair  had 
grown  out  in  soft  rings  of  curls,  as  Ruth  had 
prophesied  it  would,  and  she  had  never  been 
half  as  pretty  in  her  life  as  now,  with  present 
joy  and  hope  for  the  future  shining  in  her  beau- 


tiful eyes.  For  Phyllis  was  dreaming  and  work- 
ing ;  when  household  duties  were  done  she 
spent  certain  hours  of  each  day  over  her  desk, 
and  it  was  hard  for  her  not  to  share  Jessamy 
and  Barbara's  conviction  that  her  little  stories 
were  one  day  to  see  the  light. 

The  new  plan  was  working  triumphantly; 
the  girls  were  so  afraid  of  the  failure  prophesied 
for  them  that  they  dared  not  spend  what  they 
could  honestly  afford  to  spend,  and  their  first 
month's  bills  were  under  the  estimate;  yet  they 
had  everything  they  needed  for  comfort  as 
well  as  health.  There  were  bad  days,  when 
everything  went  crossways  from  dawn  till  sun- 
set—  such  days  as  will  come  to  all  households, 
even  the  best  regulated.  But  when  they  came 
the  girls  treated  them  politely,  pretending  not 
to  notice  that  they  were  crooked,  as  Phyllis 
suggested  doing,  and  so  those  days  came  less 
often  to  them  than  to  people  who  dwelt  on 
their  deficiencies. 

Jessamy  and  Bab  were  making  beds  one 
morning,  as  usual,  and  Phyllis  was  out  in  the 
kitchen,  clearing  away  the  breakfast.  Truce 
was  on  her  shoulder;  it  was  growing  fast,  but 
did  not  seem  to  find  that  a  reason  for  abandon- 
ing its  favorite  perch.  It  was  the  most  lov- 
ing of  small  catkins,  with  golden  eyes  and  a 
preternaturally  long  tail,  and  wore  a  scarlet 
ribbon  on  its  scarlet  leather  collar  to  set  off  its 
pink-lined  ears  and  pink  nose  and  the  snowy 
coat  its  devoted  mistress  kept  spotless  with 
soap  and  water.  Truce  never  objected  to  any- 
thing Phyllis  chose  to  do;  indeed,  Truce  had 
what  Bab  called  "  reversed  hydrophobia,"  for 
water  had  such  an  irresistible  fascination  for  it 
that  anything  containing  water  was  in  danger 
from  the  meddlesome  little  white  paws,  whether 
it  was  the  biggest  water-pitcher  or  the  daintiest 
vase. 

Phyllis  was  singing,  as  usual.  The  two  girls 
in  the  room  near  by  heard  her  chanting  to  a 
tune  of  her  own  : 

"  Stay,  stay  at  home,  my  heart,  and  rest : 
Home-keeping  hearts  are  happiest ; 
For  those  that  wander  they  know  not  where 
Are  full  of  trouble  and  full  of  care ; 
To  stay  at  home  is  best." 

Then  she  apparently  tired  of  Longfellow, 
for  there  were  a  few  moments  of  silence,  alter- 
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nating  with  chatter  to  the  kitten.  Suddenly 
she  began  singing  to  a  swinging,  not  particu- 
larly tuneful  tune,  like  those  sung  by  children 
in  their  games ;  this  time  it  was  a  funny  little 
song  of  her  own  : 

"  Home-y  and  happy,  cheery  and  bright, 
New  tins  to  left  of  me,  new  tins  to  right ; 
A  httle  white  kitten  to  pet  and  to  cuddle, 
And  purr  back  my  peace  when  I  get  in  a  muddle  ; 
A  getting-well  mother,  two  girls,  and  a  cat  — 
My  joys  are  so  many  they  're  crowding  the  flat. 

Look  out,  Truchi-ki,  you  '11  fall !  "  And 
Jessamy  and  Bab  heard  a  saucepan-cover  drop, 
and  guessed  Phyllis  had  put  up  her  hand  to 
steady  Truce  on  her  shoulder. 

"Copyrighted,  Phyl?"  called  Bab;  but  Phyl- 
lis, on  her  knees  looking  at  her  cake  in  the 
oven,  did  not  hear,  and  Jessamy  put  her  hand 
over  her  sister's  lips.  "Let  her  alone,  Bab; 
listen ;  she  may  improvise  again,"  she  said. 
"  Now  she  's  beginning  to  sweep,  and  that 
usually  inspires  her." 

Phyllis's  broom  flew,  and  Jessamy  and  Bab 
waited  developments.  Evidently  Truce  had 
dismounted  and  was  ready  for  the  frolic  that 
sweeping  always  meant,  for  they  heard  Phyl- 
lis laugh,  and  cry :  "  Look  out,  Chuchi-ki ! 
How  do  you  e.xpect  me  to  sweep  if  you  hold 
my  broom?  I  '11  spank  you,  kitten;  you  've 
never  had  one  tiny,  least  spanking  in  all  your 
Hfe  ! "  Phyllis  always  talked  nonsense  to  Truce, 
whose  name  had  developed  through  an  Itahan 
pronunciation  of  Truce,  Truchi,  Chuchi,  and 
finally  into  the  Japanese-sounding  Chuchi-ki, 
which  Phyllis  said  meant  "  Trucie  ki-tten,"  but 
which  Jessamy  more  correctly  defined  as  mean- 
ing nonsensical  affection.  Luckily  for  them, 
however,  all  the  Wyndhams  loved  nonsense. 
To  prove  it,  Phylhs  began  to  sing  once  more 
—  a  long  jumble  of  nonsense  in  one  rhyme  : 

"Trouble  found  me  where  I  sat, 
But  I  did  n't  care  for  that, 
Only  learned  my  lesson  pat; 
Then  I  took  a  heavy  bat, 
And  I  hit  old  Trouble  —  spat ! 
And  I  gave  him  tit  for  tat ; 
Last,  I  drowned  him  in  a  vat. 
Now  I  've  learned  to  make  a  hat, 
Wash  a  dish,  and  sweep  a  mat, 
And  I  think  I  'm  getting  fat 
In  this  blessed  little  flat, 
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With  my  snowy  Trucie-cat; 

I  'm  so  very  happy  that 

I  don't  know  where  I  am  at  I  " 

This  was  too  much  for  the  audience ;  two 
peals  of  laughter  rang  out  from  the  bedroom, 
echoed  by  Mrs.  Wyndham  from  the  hall. 

"  Going  crazy,  Phyl  ?  "  gasped  Bab. 

"  I  don't  know;  I  don't  see  that  it  matters," 
returned  Phyllis.  "  I  'm  brushing  up  our  own 
kitchen,  and  everything  I  've  sung  is  true;  I  'd 
like  to  know  what  consequence  a  little  more  or 
less  sanity  is  under  these  circumstances  ?  Oh, 
dear  peoplekins,  do  you  think  we  shall  ever  get 
used  to  this  niceness  ?  You  need  n't  laugh  at 
my  inspirations ;  they  're  real  hymns  of  praise 
in  spirit,  even  if  they  sound  crazy." 

"  I  am  the  one  to  sing  hymns  of  praise,  dear 
little  Phyllis,"  said  Mrs.  Wyndham,  fondly. 
"  No  one  was  ever  blessed  with  three  happy, 
contented,  true-hearted  props  in  misfortune  as 
I  have  been." 

"I  'II  tell  you  a  secret,  mama,"  said  Jessamy, 
emerging  from  under  Phyllis's  desk,  where  she 
had  been  picking  up  scraps  of  torn  paper.  "  I 
suspect  it  is  n't  misfortune ;  I  have  a  deep- 
seated  suspicion  that  it  is  good  luck  that  has 
come  to  us,  and  that  if  we  had  stayed  rich  we 
should  have  missed  getting  into  the  heart  of 
things,  and  the  real  fun  of  living." 

"  Now  be  honest,  Jessamy,"  said  Bab.  "  I 
have  entire  confidence  in  Phyllis  and  myself 
enjoying  makeshifts,  but  I  have  a  horrid  doubt 
that  you  may  be  making  the  best  of  it.  Don't 
you  wish  you  could  go  about,  and  have  all  the 
pretty  things  you  love,  and  do  no  housework, 
only  be  beautiful  all  day  long  ?  " 

Jessamy  paused,  her  color  heightened  ;  she 
was  too  honest  to  answer  equivocally. 

"  Sometimes,"  she  said  slowly,  "  I  remember 
that,  though  we  are  rather  simple  girls,  and 
like  to  stay  girlish  as  long  as  we  can,  still  we 
are  growing  up,  and  I  'd  like  a  bit  more  girlish 
fun,  because  we  can't  be  young  long.  The 
pretty  things  I  don't  miss,  because  I  have  them 
—  to  make  a  bull.  I  mean  our  stock  of  pretty 
clothes  is  not  used  up ;  and  our  flat  is  simple, 
but  it  has  the  right  look ;  thank  fortune,  beauty 
is  not  a  matter  of  cost.  I  am  very  happy,  and 
truly  contented ;  your  '  horrid  doubt,'  Bab, 
need  n't  come  again.     I   think  this  year  has 
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done  more  for  us  than  we  reali/.e,  and  I  am 
honestly  satisfied.  But  I  do  hope  we  may  be 
able  to  better  ourselves ;  if  only  my  illustrating 
turns  out  something,  I  ask  nothing  more  of 
fate." 

"  Hear,  hear  !  —  there  's  Ruth,"  Bab  broke 
off  suddenly,  and  ran  to  admit  her  friend. 

Ruth  had  come  to  spend  the  day,  and  hem 
the  ruffles  of  her  new  white  dimity,  for  there 
were  hints  of  spring  in  the  air,  and  the  willows 
near  the  northern  entrance  to  Central  Park  had 
a  filmy,  yellow-green  effect  in  the  distance,  as 
if  the  coming  leaves  were  foreshadowed  in  a 
mist  of  sap. 

The  girls  gathered  in  Phyllis's  room,  where 
the  sewing-machine  stood,  with  its  top  invit- 
ingly laid  back  ready  for  the  "  bee."  The 
Wyndhams  were  to  sew  on  spring  garments, 
too,  and  they  all  had  prepared  for  a  pleasant 
day. 

"  If  we  had  nothing  to  do  but  practise  a 
little  music,  get  through  a  little  shopping,  make 
and  receive  a  few  calls,  we  should  miss  this 
sort  of  pleasantness,"  said  Jessamy,  touching 
up  a  bow  on  the  hat  she  was  trimming,  and 
holding  it  off  to  look  at  it  in  the  glass  in  true 
artistic  manner. 

"  Half  the  best  things  in  life  are  not  to  be 
met  on  the  highways;  it  's  the  byways  which 
are  loveliest,  figuratively  and  literally,"  said 
Ruth,  contentedly. 

"  That  sounds  like  a  poem  condensed  into 
prose,"  remarked  Bab.  "  Are  you  going  to 
drop  into  poetry  ?  " 

Ruth  laughed.  "  All  happy  people  are  more 
or  less  poetical,  I  fancy,"  she  said.  "  I  wonder 
if  Silas  Wegg  meant  more  than  he  knew  when 
he  talked  about  dropping  into  poetry  in  the 
light  of  a  friend?  If  you  're  friendly  toward 
life  and  people,  then  you  get  happy,  then  poet- 
ical ;  it  's  a  clear  sequence  in  my  mind,  only  I 
have  n't  expressed  it  clearly." 

"  Not  very,  Ruthlet,  and  that  's  undeniable," 
laughed  Phyllis.  "  I  'm  certain  Mr.  Wegg 
meant  nothing  so  complex,  even  if  he  had  a 
wooden  leg.  However,  your  idea  is  all  right ; 
I  know  from  experience  one  becomes  a  poet 
under  pressure  of  happiness." 

"  One  does  ;  the  rest  don't,"  said  Jessamy. 
'*  Phyllis   sings    yards   of  rhymes   when   she  's 


salubrious,  but  Bab  and  I  remain  prose  copies. 
Oh,  dear,  there  's  the  bell,  just  when  we  are 
so  cozy !  " 

"  Here  is  Mrs.  Van  Alyn,  girls;  she  's  com- 
ing in  there,"  called  Bab  from  the  hall. 

"  I  have  come  to  be  disagreeable  and  spoil 
all  your  plans,"  said  Mrs.  Van  Alyn,  kissing 
Phyllis  and  Jessamy.  "  Don't  get  up,  dears; 
the  end  of  the  bed  is  all  I  want,  for  I  mean  to 
hurry  off,  and  take  Jessamy  with  me."  And 
she  pushed  one  side  the  breadths  of  an  organ- 
die Jessamy  was  cutting. 

"Oh,  don't  sit  on  Trucie!"  cried  Bab.  "The 
kitten  's  somewhere  there,  asleep,  after  bother- 
ing our  lives  out." 

"  Dear  me !  "  cried  Mrs.  Van  Alyn,  jumping 
up  hastily.  "  Why,  Barbara,  you  scamp,  why 
did  you  startle  me  so  ?  The  kitten  is  rolled  up 
in  the  pillow-sham.     Where  is  your  mother  ?  " 

"  Mama  went  out  to  market,  and  to  sit  in 
the  park  awhile ;  she  has  n't  come  in,"  said  Bab. 

"  Then  I  can  speak  in  ordinary  tones ;  the 
worst  of  these  dear  httle  apartments  is  that  the 
rooms  are  too  close  together  to  allow  secrets," 
laughed  Mrs.  Van  Alyn.  "  I  would  rather 
your  mother  should  not  know  of  my  errand, 
lest  it  lead  to  hopes  that  would  come  to  no- 
thing. There  is  a  young  lawyer  ot  my  ac- 
quaintance —  the  son  of  very  nice  people  I 
met  in  the  Berkshires  —  who  had  a  desk  in  Mr. 
Abbott's  office  over  a  year  ago ;  he  thinks  he 
may  be  able  to  help  Mr.  Hurd  prove  that  Ab- 
bott made  over  his  property  too  late  to  have 
done  so  legally,  in  which  case  the  law  would 
recover  part  of  your  loss.  I  want  to  carry 
Jessamy  off  to  lunch,  and  Mr.  Lane,  the  young 
lawyer,  will  call  to  see  her.  It  will  save  your 
mother  possible  disappointment,  and  you  know 
enough  of  the  matter  to  satisfy  him,  don't  you, 
Jessamy  ?  " 

"  I  know  more  than  when  it  happened,  for 
then  I  knew  nothing."  said  Jessamy,  rising  at 
once  to  get  ready  to  go  out ;  "  I  have  tried  to 
learn  all  about  it  since.  Of  course  I  will  go. 
Dear  Mrs.  Van  Alyn,  you  are  always  so  good 
tons!" 

"  Nonsense,  my  dear !  There  i^  n  )t  much 
goodness  in  stealing  one  of  you  for  a  few  hours; 
you  are  such  busy  bees  nowadays  I  can  hardly 
get  a  peej)  at  you.     Make  haste,  or  such  haste 
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as  can  be  made  consistently  with  looking  your 
prettiest.  Old  Peter  is  driving  up  and  down, 
and  I  'm  dreadfully  afraid  of  him ;  he  looks 
unutterable  things  if  I  have  the  horses  out 
longer  than  he  approves.  I  wish  you  girls 
could  keep  me  here  all  day,  instead  of  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  law  driving  Jessamy  and  me 
away.  There  dre  never  bright  spots  like  this 
in  my  house."  And  Mrs.  Van  Alyn's  sweet 
face  clouded;  her  three  litde  girls,  who  would 
have  been  the  age  of  the  Wyndhams,  had 
been  in  their  graves  for  more  than  ten  long 
years. 

"  Ready,  Jessamy  sweet  ?  "  she  asked,  as 
Jessamy  returned,  looking  lovely  in  her  gray 
gown,  with  the  blush  roses  nestling  against  her 
hair  under  the  soft  brim  of  her  hat.  "  Good- 
by,  Phyllida,  Babette,  and  little  Ruth,  who  man- 
ages to  glean  so  much  worth  having.  Tell 
your  mother  only  that  I  carried  Jessamy  off  to 
lunch,  and  will  return  her  safely." 

"  Would  n't  it  be  nice  if  we  could  get  some 
of  our  money  back  ?  "  asked  Bab,  thoughtfully 
tickling  Truce's  nose  with  the  end  of  his  long 
tail,  when  shf  had  come  back  from  seeing  Mrs. 
Van  Alyn  and  Jessamy  off. 

"  Nice !  It  would  be  glorious,"  cried  Phyl- 
lis,— "  though  that  does  n't  sound  quite  con- 
sistent with  all  we  've  been  saying." 

Chapter  X. 

THE    LITTLE    BLIND    GOD    OPENS    HIS    EYES. 

There  was  grief  in  the  Wyndham  apartment 
for  Tom — Tom,  who  was  as  dear  to  them  as 
one  of  themselves,  and  who  had  brightened 
their  days  of  trial,  as  he  had  shared  their  recent 
pleasure.  Tom  and  Nixie  visited  it  no  more. 
It  was  all  the  fault  of  Bab,  and  her  mother  and 
the  girls  were  powerless  to  straighten  out  the 
dreadful  tangle. 

Tom  had  been  gradually  showing  pretty 
plainly  that,  though  all  the  Wyndhams  were 
dear  to  him,  the  dearest  was  the  small  person 
who  had  fallen  across  his  path,  quite  literally, 
nearly  a  year  before  —  that  for  little  Babbie  he 
cherished  a  feeling  different  from  the  brotheriy 
love  he  gave  Jessamy  and  Phyllis. 

Bab  herself  knew  this  perfectly  well,  and  it 
turned  her  into  a  pocket-edition  of  Beatrice  ; 


she  flouted  poor  Tom  with  more  cruelty  than 
"  the  dear  Lady  Disdain  "  bestowed  on  Bene- 
dick. For  a  time  Tom  bore  her  sarcasms  and 
snubbing  with  pained  surprise  and  patience ; 
but  that  day  was  past.  He  had  decided, 
apparendy,  that  if  Bab  did  not  want  him  he 
would  not  inflict  his  presence  upon  her,  and 
thus  it  was  that  "  Canaan  "  was  dreary  for  the 
lack  of  his  cheery  laugh,  and  to  all  the  Wynd- 
hams the  loss  was  hard  to  bear.  To  all;  for, 
though  Bab  betrayed  her  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject by  no  word  or  sign,  she  grew  thinner,  and 
learned  the  habit  of  silence,  which  transformed 
her  into  a  being  unrecognizable  to  those  who 
knew  her  best. 

"  She  's  Barbie,  mama,  not  Babbie,"  said 
Jessamy,  tears  of  impatience  and  regret  in  her 
eyes.  "  She  has  put  a  barbed-wire  fence  all 
around  herself,  and  she  's  not  only  keeping  out 
our  happiness,  but  the  worst  of  it  is,  I  'm  sure 
she  's  driving  off  her  own  happiness,  too  !  And 
I  feel  so  sorry  for  Tom  that  I  can  hardly  keep 
from  saying :  '  Oh,  Tom  dear,  just  please  be 
fond  of  me,  and  let  that  naughty  girl  go ! '  " 

"  That  would  be  a  singular  performance  on 
the  part  of  my  dignified  elder  daughter,"  her 
mother  said,  smiling.  "  I  am  quite  as  sorry  as 
you  are,  my  dear,  and  anxious;  but  I  am  trying 
to  let  matters  take  their  course,  and  I  think 
they  may  straighten  themselves." 

"  They  are  n't  taking  their  course,"  sighed 
Jessamy.  "  Bab  is  warping  them  all  out  of 
line.  The  dreadful  part  of  it  is  that  Babbie  is 
evidently  behaving  so  badly  to  Tom  because 
she  wants  to  treat  him  so  particularly  well.  I 
wish  I  could  straighten  her  out !  " 

"  Don't  try ;  \vait,"  advised  her  mother. 
"  Bab  is  very  young.  I  believe  I  dread  to  see 
one  of  my  girls  with  a  lover,  though  it  be  such 
a  dear  boy  as  Tom." 

While  the  Wyndhams  had  lost  one  friend, 
they  had  gained  another  —  not  one  to  fill  the 
place  Tom's  absence  left  vacant,  but  one  they 
enjoyed  greatly.  On  the  top  floor  of  the  house 
where  the  "  Land  of  Canaan  "  apartment  made 
the  third  lived  a  family  whose  youngest  mem- 
ber, a  girl  of  eleven,  frequently  held  what  Bab 
called  "  overflow  meetings  "  with  her  dolls  on 
the  steps,  for  the  family  was  large  —  as  was  the 
doll  family,  for  that  matter  — and  litde  Margery 
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was  forced,  by  lack  of  space,  to  the  street,  the  A  rainy  day  came,  and  Margery,  left  alone 
playground  of  city  children.  with  the  servant,  recognized  her  opportunity. 
A  friendship  had  sprung  up  between  her  and  l>ab,  alone  too,  as  it  chanced,  was  startled  by  a 
the  AVyndhams.  especially  Bab,  born  of  mutual  violent  peal  of  the  bell.  Answering  the  sum- 
admiration  for  Jumeau   babies  with  spasmodic  mons,  she  faced  the  Hortons' maid,  white  under 


■"  I     KNEW    THAT    IF     I     WAS     AWFULLY     ILL    MISS     BAB    WOULD     BE     NICE    TO    YOU,'    MURMURED     MARGERY."       (SEE    NEXT     PAGE.) 


joints,  and  a  little  girl's  unspeakable  worship 
for  an  older  one.  Margery  was  a  quaint  child, 
given  to  the  companionship  of  books  and  people 
beyond  her  age,  and  with  the  contradicting 
childishness  and  maturity  of  an  only  child  in  a 
family  of  adults. 

Tom  was  included  in  her  favor,  both  for  his 
own  and  for  Nixie's  sake ;  once  when  Margery 
had  a  sore  throat  Tom  cured  her,  and  hence- 
forth was  brevetted  "  my  doctor,"  a  distinction 
he  valued.  As  weeks  went  by  Margery's  sharp 
eyes  noticed  the  estrangement  and  increasing 
coolness  between  "  her  doctor  "  and  her  dearest 
Bab,  and  finally  that  Tom  came  to  the  house  no 
more.  After  long  puzzling  over  it,  Margery 
set  her  nimble  wits  to  work  to  remedy  the 
wrong  she  could  not  understand.  Simple 
methods  did  not  appeal  to  the  queer  little  girl ; 
at  last,  however,  she  hit  upon  a  plan  that 
suited  her  childish  love  of  the  theatrical  and 
an  unconfessed  longing  to  be  a  heroine. 

Vol.  XXIX. —  31-32. 


her  freckles,  who  stood  on  the  door-mat,  wring- 
ing her  hands,  and  crying  at  the  sight  of  her: 
"  Oh,  Miss  Wyndham,  pl'ase  do  come  up,  for 
the  love  of  Hiven  !  I  do  be  alone  wid  Mar- 
gery, an'  she  's  took  that  bad  she  '11  be  dead 
ag'in'  her  mother  comes  back  !  " 

"  Dead !  Margery  !  "  gasped  Bab,  and  flew 
up  the  stairs,  in  her  alarm  outstripping  Norah. 

There  was  cause  for  alarm,  to  the  eyes  of  in- 
experienced Bab,  as  she  looked  at  the  little  figure 
stretched  on  the  bed,  her  face  swollen  out  of  all 
likeness  to  pretty  Margery,  or  even  to  human 
features.  A  crimson  face,  cheeks,  eyelids,  lips 
puffed  and  distorted,  lay  on  the  pillow  ;  crimson 
hands  as  shapely  as  tomatoes  picked  the  quilt ; 
while  hollow  groans  issued  from  the  i)urpling 
mouth. 

"Oh,  Margery!"  cried  Bab,  in  an  agony  of 
terror,  "  what  has  happened  ?  Run,  run,  Norah, 
for  Dr.  Gilbert ;  I  '11  stay  with  her.  It  must 
be  poison.     Oh,  what  has  she  eaten  ?  " 
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"  Nothin',  miss,  but  her  lunch  wid  the  rest 
of  'em,"  began  Norah,  while  Margery  moaned  : 

"Not  Dr.  Gilbert;  I  want  my  own  Dr. 
Tom." 

"Oh,  Margery  dear,  Dr.  Gilbert  is  so  much 
older  and  wiser,"  Bab  ])leaded. 

But  Margery  only  burst  into  plaintive  sobs. 
"  I  want  my  own  doctor;  I  should  n't  think 
you  'd  be  cruel  to  him  now,"  she  sighed. 

"  Then  call  Dr.  Leighton,  Norah,"  said  Bab, 
blushing  at  this  betrayal  of  Margery's  observa- 
tion.    "  Only  hurry,  hurry  !  " 

It  seemed  hours  before  Tom  came,  though 
Norah  met  him  in  the  street  and  returned 
within  fifteen  minutes.  Bab  spent  the  minutes 
bathing  the  still  swelling  face,  soothing  the  poor 
little  patient,  and  trying  to  control  her  own 
nerves.  Margery  grew  more  ill  every  moment; 
would  Tom  never  come  ? 

At  last  he  came,  and  as  he  entered  the  room 
the  relief  was  so  great  that  Bab  forgot  to  incase 
herself  in  the  disguise  she  had  worn  so  long. 
Her  eyes  were  so  full  of  love  and  joy  as  she 
raised  them  to  Tom  that  he  stopped  short  in 
amazement  at  the  revelation,  and  a  great  flood 
of  happiness  rushed  over  him,  too  great  for  any 
circumstances  to  check. 

"  Oh,  Tom,  I  'm  so  glad  you  've  come ! 
Now  it  will  be  all  right,"  said  Barbara,  in  a 
low  voice  of  absolute  trust.  *'  Margery  is  dread- 
fully ill,  but  I  am  sure  you  will  save  her." 

Tom  did  not  answer ;  he  walked  straight  to 
the  bed,  without  looking  at  Barbara.  His  heart 
throbbed  so  joyfully  that  he  had  hard  work  to 
force  his  thoughts  to  duty. 

"  Marger\',  what  have  you  eaten  ?  "  he  de- 
manded, having  felt  the  child's  pulse  and  looked 
closely  under  the  almost  closed  eyelids. 

"  Nothing,"  murmured  Margery. 

"  Margery,  remember  I  am  a  doctor  and 
know  when  I  am  told  the  truth ;  you  must  tell 
me  what  you  have  taken,""  said  Tom,  sternly. 

Bab  crept  close  to  Tom,  oblivious  to  all  other 
considerations  on  hearing  this  hint  confirming 
her  fear  of  poison.  Tom  i)ut  one  hand  over 
the  two  litde  hands  clasped  imploringly  on  his 
shoulder,  trying  to  remember  only  Margery 
and  to  forget  that  this  was  Bab  coming  to  him 
thus  voluntarily. 

"  I  always  tell  the  truth,"  said  Margery,  with 


all  the  dignity  her  strength  allowed.  "  I  have  n't 
eaten  anything,  but  I  did  n't  say  I  had  n't  taken 
anything.  I  took  quinine,  but  it  's  much  worse 
than  the  other  time ;  I  would  n't  tell  you  if  I 
was  n't  dying." 

"  Quinine  1  Ah,  that  's  it !  And  worse  than 
the  other  time  ?  Has  (juinine  made  you  ill  in 
this  way  before  ? "  asked  Tom,  comfortingly 
patting  Bab's  head,  which  had  drooped  on  his 
shoulder  at  the  word  "  dying." 

'•  Once,  but  not  so  bad.  I  did  n't  think  it 
would  be  so  awful  when  I  took  it,  though  I 
did  think  I  'd  feel  dreadfully.  The  doctor  said 
I  had  an  idiotsinkersy  in  me  about  taking  qui- 
nine," groaned  Margery. 

"  Did  you  take  it  purposely  ?  "  asked  Tom, 
amazed,  as  he  handed  Norah  a  prescription 
and  bade  her  hasten  to  get  it  filled.  "  That 
was  certainly  an  idiot- syncrasy  !  Why  have 
you  done  such  a  thing  ?  Do  you  like  to  be 
ill,  Margery  ?  " 

"  No  ;  but  —  oh,  my  mama  won't  like  to  find 
me  dead ! "  And  Margery  burst  into  open 
wailing,  in  which  Bab  joined. 

"  You  are  not  going  to  die,"  said  Tom. 
"  Bab  dear,  don't  cry  so ;  Margery  will  come 
out  all  right.  But  why,  in  the  name  of  all  that 
is  wonderful,  have  you  taken  what  you  knew 
would  make  you  ill,  little  lassie  ?  " 

"For  your  sake," said  suftering  Margery,  as 
impressively  as  her  swollen  features  permitted. 

"  For  my  sake  !  "  echoed  Tom,  dumfounded. 

'•  1  knew  that  if  I  was  awfully  ill  Miss  Bab 
would  be  nice  to  you,"  murmured  Margery. 

"  You  dreadful  child  ! "  cried  Bab,  indig- 
nantly, springing  away  from  Tom's  side. 

Margery  turned  away,  hiding  her  swollen 
face,  tears,  and  wounded  heart  silently  in  her 
pillow. 

"  She  does  n't  mean  that,  Margery,"  said  Tom, 
gently.  "  You  are  hurting  her,  Bab  ;  you  know 
she  adores  you.  Be  just  to  the  poor  mite,  and 
remember  her  motives  were  good,  even  if  her 
methods  are  doubtful,"  he  whispered  hastily. 

Bab  knelt  contritely  by  the  bed,  and  took  the 
queer,  forlorn  little  figure  in  her  arms.  "  No, 
of  course  I  did  n't  mean  that,"  she  said.  "  For- 
give me,  Margery.  What  made  you  think  of 
such  a  very  strange  thing  to  do  ?  " 

"  The  Bible  says  you  ought  to  lay  down  your 
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life  for  your  friends,  does  n't  it  ?  "  sobbed  Mar- 
gery, drying  her  eyes  on  the  ruffle  on  her  night- 
gown-sleeve, in  default  of  a  handkerchief. 

"  It  says  you  can't  prove  greater  love  than 
by  dying  for  them  —  yes,"  said  Bab. 

"  Well,  then,  I  thought  I  ought  to  be  w  illing 
just  to  be  sick  for  you,  when  all  the  books  say 
how  every  one  forgives  every  one  else  and 
foes  make  up  around  sick-beds  and  things.  I 
could  n't  bear  to  see  you  and  my  doctor  getting 
worse  foes  all  the  time,  so  I  took  the  (juinine, 
though  I  knew  I  had  an  idiotsinkersy  in  me 
that  made  it  poison  me,  and  I  'd  be  dreadfully 
sick.  I  thought  you  'd  make  up  around  my 
bed,  and  love  me,  and  say  how  I  'd  saved  you, 
and  how  you  'd  never  forget  me.  And  now 
you  are  friends  around  my  bed,  and  I  'm  fear- 
fully sick,  but  you  only  call  me  dreadful!  Oh, 
why  don't  my  mama  come  and  take  care  of 
me  ? "  And  Margery  wailed  anew  over  the 
ingratitude  of  humankind. 

What  could  Bab  do  less  than  express  — 
though  Tom  was  there  —  her  gratitude  to  this 
martyr  to  her  welfare  ? 

"  Dear  little  Margery,  you  're  not  dreadful ; 
I  am  dreadful  to  have  called  you  so,  even 
though  I  did  n't  mean  it.  You  are  a  dear,  de- 
voted little  friend.  Please  forgive  me,  for  you 
know  I  love  you  dearly,"  she  said,  kissing  the 
sad,  shapeless  little  face. 

"  And  my  doctor  ?  "  stipulated  Margery,  be- 
fore according  pardon. 

"  I  think  we  shall  be  better  friends  ;  I  won't 
be  horrid  to  him  any  more,"  whispered  Barbara. 
And  then  Margery  gave  the  kiss  of  peace. 

Mrs.  Horton  returned  at  this  opportune  mo- 
ment, and  Tom  escorted  Bab  downstairs,  leaving 
Margery,  already  better,  to  her  mother's  care. 

Barbara  let  herself  into  the  apartment  with 
her  key,  and  for  a  few  moments  an  awkward 
silence  prevailed,  broken  at  last  by  Tom. 

"  I  think  I  shall  adopt  a  Margery  rampant, 
with  a  quinine  capsule  in  the  quartering,  for  my 
coat  of  arms,"  he  said.  "  Our  queer  little  friend 
with  the  constitutional  idiosyncrasy  against 
that  drug  has  done  me  a  great  service.  She 
has  proved  that  you  don't  hate  me  after  all,  do 
you,  Babbie  ?  " 

Bab  was  silent. 

"  Barbara  Wyndham,  don't  waste  any  more 


time.  You  have  treated  me  badly  enough. 
Heaven  knows,  and  I  have  n't  enjoyed  it.  Tell 
me  this  instant  that  you  love  me,"  said  Tom,  in 
a  tone  which  Bab  might  have  resented  had  not 
her  recent  fright  and  humiliation  subdued  her. 

"  I  love  you,  Tom,"  she  rei)eated  meekly,  and 
straightway  forgot  all  doubt,  all  fear,  in  perfect 
happiness. 

When  Jessamy  came  home,  before  her  mother 
and  Phyllis,  she  nearly  dropped  in  the  doorway, 
for  there  was  Bab  throned  in  the  window,  look- 
ing radiantly  pretty  with  the  joy  and  womanly 
tenderness  which  the  events  of  the  afternoon 
had  called  forth  shining  in  her  face.  And  be- 
side her,  on  a  low  stool,  sat  Tom,  looking  en- 
tirely blissful  and  unusually  humble.  He  sprang 
up  at  the  sight  of  Jessamy.  "  Come  to  your 
brother,  Jessamy  !  "  he  cried.  "  Bab  has  prom- 
ised to  marry  me." 

"  Indeed,  I  have  promised  not  to  marry  him," 
said  Bab.  "  I  have  told  him  I  will  not  so 
much  as  hear  it  mentioned  for  ages.  As  though 
I  wanted  to  marry  yet  I  " 

But  Jessamy  waited  to  hear  no  more.  She 
threw  herself  at  Bab  in  some  mysterious  way, 
and  hugged  and  kissed  her  sister,  with  a  kiss  for 
Tom  too,  in  almost  hysterical  rapture. 

"  It  was  pretty  rough  on  me  to  be  treated  as 
I  have  been  lately,"  said  Tom,  as  they  tried  to 
settle  down  to  sanity.  "  But  I  ought  to  have 
known  what  it  meant,  for  the  very  first  time  I 
ever  saw  Bab  she  threw  herself  at  my  feet,  for 
me  to  take  or  leave,  as  I  chose." 

"Why,  Thomas  Leigh  ton  !  "  cried  Bab,  in- 
dignantly. 

"  Fact,  and  you  know  it,"  affirmed  Tom. 
"  Never  mind.  Babbie ;  '  some  falls  are  means 
the  happier  to  rise,'  you  know.  That  fall  of 
yours  on  the  Blackboard  steps  was  one  of  them, 
for,  my  heart,  are  n't  we  happy  ?  " 

Chapter   XI. 

THE    LADY    OF    THE    SCALES, 

There  was  mystery  in  the  air  of  the  little 
apartment  from  the  day  on  which  Mrs.  Van 
Alyn  had  carried  Jessamy  away  to  meet  the 
young  lawyer,  Robert  Lane  —  mystery  from 
which  Mrs.  Wyndham  felt  herself  excluded. 
Evidently  the  girls  were  in  a  conspiracy  of  some 
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sort,  but  their  mother  did  not  give  the  matter 
much  thought,  knowing  that  when  they  were 
ready  they  would  confide  in  her,  and  feehng 
quite  certain  she  was  excluded  from  their 
secrets  for  her  own  sake. 

Robert  Lane,  whose  possible  connection  with 
her  fate  was  unknown  to  Mrs.  Wyndham,  |je- 
came  a  frequent  visitor;  sometimes  it  seemed 
to  her  he,  too,  was  concerned  in  the  conspiracy 
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witli  her  girls,  but  she  dismissed  the  thought  as 
unlikely,  since  he  was  such  a  new  acquaintance. 
Whatever  was  in  the  wind,  it  could  be  nothing 


bad,  for  they  all  were  as  blithe  as  birds,  and 
Jessamy  and  Phyllis  were  as  happy  over  their 
good  fortune  as  Bab  was  in  her  engagement. 
For  Phyllis  had  written  three  stories,  which 
Jessamy  had  illustrated,  and  two  out  of  the 
three  had  been  accepted  by  a  reputable  maga- 
zine, and  the  editor  had  asked  for  more  work 
from  both  the  young  aspirants.  It  seemed  to 
the  girls  that  fortune,  fame,  and  happiness  lay 
at  the  points  of  their  pen  and  pencil. 

"  It  is  such  a  nice,  quiet  time  now,  mama,  with 
no  special  work  on  hand,  let's  ask  Aunt  Henrietta 
to  spend  the  day,"  said  Jessamy,  one  morning. 
Bab  groaned,  and  even  Phyllis  looked  down- 
cast. "  Oh,  dear,  it  's  awful  to  have  a  sense  of 
duty,"  sighed  Bab.  "  What  does  make  you  so 
dreadfully  conscientious,  Jessamy  ?  " 

"  It  is  n't  such  a  tremendous  proof  of  consci- 
entiousness— "  Jessamy  began  ;  but  her  mother 
interrupted  her : 

"  It  is  preci.sely  what  I  have  been  meaning  to 
suggest.  We  have  scarcely  seen  our  aunt  lately, 
and  we  owe  her  attention ;  she  is  growing  old." 
"  She  is  n't  growing  old,  madrina  ;  you  know 
that:  she  was  always  old,  but  she  does  n't  mean 
to  admit  it,  nor  let  it  increase,"  said  Bab.  "  Well, 
I  suppose  I  can  maintain  my  portion  of  family 
virtue.  Write  your  note,  Jessamy-Griselda,  the 
patient  and  heroic  !  " 

Aunt  Henrietta  accepted  the  invitation, 
which  was  for  three  days  later,  and  ap- 
peared, in  all  the  dignity  of  a  stiff  black 
silk,  at  half-past  twelve,  because  she  disap- 
proved of  the  custom  of  arriving  ten  min- 
utes before  luncheon  ;  half  an  hour  was 
not  too  long,  she  declared,  to  rest  after 
reaching  one's  destination  before  sitting 
down  to  the   table. 

"  You  've  been  getting  a  new  rug  for 
your  dining-room,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta,  in 
the  tone  of  disapproval  which  she  kept  "for 
family  use,"  as  Bab  said. 

"  Yes ;  that  is  Phyllis's  contribution  to 
our  comfort :  she  bought  it  with  the,  check 
from  one  of  her  stories,"  replied  Mrs.  Wynd- 
ham, mildly. 

"  So  Barbara  is  the  only  drone  !  "  said 
Aunt  Henrietta.  "  No,  no  potatoes  ;  you  must 
know  that  my  doctor  forbids  them.  It  is  often 
the  one  who  says  most  who  does  least." 


1902.] 


THE    WYNDHAM    GIRLS. 


"  Barbara  is  far  from  a  drone,  aunt,"  saitl 
Phyllis,  seeing  Bab  fokl  her  lips  with  a  look  at 
once  angry  and  hurt.  "  There  must  be  one  to 
help  with  the  housekeeping,  and  she  has  all  the 
care  of  i)roviding.  Bab  is  the  most  competent 
little  person,  and  is  so  cheerful  she  keeps  us  all 
up  to  the  mark." 

"  Humph  I  "  ejaculated  Aunt  Henrietta,  with 
a  world  of  signiticance  in  the  sound.  "  Take 
aw^ay  that  dreadful  cat;  I  always  detested  cats! 
How  people  can  want  animals  in  such  limited 
space  I  can't  conceive.  When  are  you  to  be 
married,  15arbara  ?  —  or  will  that  young  man  you 
are  engaged  to  ever  be  able  to  support  you  ?  " 

"  Next  fall,  if  Dr.  Leighton  has  his  wish," 
said  Bab,  while  Phyllis  gathered  up  Truce  and 
bore  him,  surj^rised  and  indignant,  from  the 
room,  where,  as  everyw-here,  he  was  used  to 
being  considered  an  acquisition.  "  Dr.  Leigh- 
ton  would  not  have  asked  me  to  marry  him 
if  he  could  not  support  me."  Barbara  dis- 
dained reminding  her  aunt  that  Tom  was  heir 
to  a  good  inheritance ;  it  would  have  been 
unbearable  if  even  Aunt  Henrietta,  for  whose 
opinion  in  general  she  had  little  regard,  looked 
on  her  marriage  from  a  mercenary  point  of 
view. 

"  Very  probably ;  he  seems  to  be  a  very  nice 
young  man,"  said  Aunt  Henrietta,  to  Bab's  sur- 
prise, for  she  had  prepared  to  do  battle  for  her 
lover. 

The  luncheon  passed  off  with  no  further  pas- 
sage of  arms,  and  Aunt  Henrietta  settled  herself 
comfortably  to  slow  knitting  in  the  best  chair  in 
the  parlor,  and  to  conversation  with  Mrs.  Wynd- 
ham.  The  girls  were  unmistakably  "  fidgety," 
as  Aunt  Henrietta  protestingly  remarked.  A 
note  had  come  for  Jessamy  during  lunch  ;  she 
had  read  it  with  quickened  breath,  and  con- 
veyed it  to  the  other  two  slyly.  The  effect  on 
them  all  had  been  disturbing.  Bab  slipped  out 
for  a  few  moments,  and  Mrs.  Wyndham  thought 
she  caught  a  whisper  from  her  to  Phyllis  con- 
taining the  words  "  telephone,"  "  Tom,"  and 
"  Ruth."  When  Bab  returned  she  flitted  from 
room  to  room  as  if  she  could  not  keep  still,  and 
though  Phyllis  had  greater  control  of  her  nerves, 
her  answers  to  remarks  were  so  wide  of  the 
mark  that  Aunt  Henrietta  commented  on  it, 
and  her  Aunt  Wyndham  kindly  let  her  alone. 
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As  to  Jessamy,  her  cheeks  were  burning,  her 
eyes  so  bright  that  Aunt  Henrietta,  scanning 
her  attentively,  prescribed:  "Six  drops  of  No. 
3  aconite,  in  a  half-glass  of  water,  and  take  one 
teaspoonful  every  hour.  You  are  certainly 
feverish,  child,"  she  added.  Jessamy's  great 
beauty  had  made  her  Aunt  Henrietta's  favorite 
from  childhood. 

At  half-past  four,  just  as  Aunt  Henrietta  was 
rolling  up  her  work  preparatory  to  taking  tea 
before  setting  out  homeward, — "  You  live  at 
such  an  unearthly  distance  from  civilization,"  she 
said,  as  reproachfully  as  though  the  Wyndhams 
were  selfishly  pursuing  their  own  j^leasure  in 
going  uptown  for  low  rent, —  just  at  half-past 
four  the  bell  rang,  and  Mrs.  Wyndham  met  at 
the  door  Robert  Lane,  looking  so  excited,  en- 
tering with  such  a  quick  step  and  flashing  eyes, 
that  he  brought  an  electric  atmosphere  with  him. 

"What  has  happened  to  you,  Mr.  Lane?" 
asked  Mrs.  Wyndham,  rising  to  welcome  him. 
"  You  know  my  aunt,  Mrs.  Hewlett  ?  You 
look  as  though  some  one  had  made  you  heir  to 
a  fortune." 

"  Not  a  bad  guess,  Mrs.  Wyndham,"  said 
Robert,  taking  the  extended  hand.  "  I  have 
as  good  news  as  that  to  tell  you;  I  honestly 
believe  I  like  it  better  than  a  fortune  for  my- 
self." 

"Then  it  is  all  right?  He  has  come  to 
terms?"  cried  Bab,  while  Jessamy  and  Phyllis, 
knowing  the  answer  before  it  was  given,  dropped, 
quite  pale,  on  the  sofa,  their  arms  holding  each 
other  tight. 

"  All  right,  little  lady ;  the  check  is  here," 
cried  Robert,  jubilantly  slapping  himself  on  the 
breast. 

Mrs.  Wyndham  turned  pale  ;  even  Aunt  Hen- 
rietta began  to  tremble. 

"  May  we  know  what  you  are  talking  about, 
young  man  ?  "  she  said  sternly.  "  Evidently 
the  girls  are  in  your  counsels." 

"  My  dear  Mrs.  Wyndham,"  Robert  began, 
"it  is  rather  a  long  story;  the  beginning  dates 
from  the  winter  before  last,  when  I  was  first 
graduated  from  the  law  school,  and  had  a  desk 
in  Mr.  Abbott's  outer  office." 

At  the  mention  of  that  fateful  name,  Mrs. 
Wyndham  sat  erect,  clasping  tight  the  arms  of 
her  chnir.     "  Mr.  Abbott !  "  she  whispered. 
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"Precisely;  the  Abbott  who  robbed  you," 
said  Robert,  nodding  emphatically.  "  At  the 
time  I  was  frequently  asked  to  witness  his  sig- 
nature to  papers ;  among  others  there  were 
three  transfer  deeds.  The  dates  of  those  deeds 
I  remember,  owing  to  circumstances,  and  I  saw 
enough  of  their  contents  to  know  they  trans- 
ferred a  portion  of  Abbott's  property  to  his 
wife.  The  first  was  signed  on  my  own  birth- 
day, December  7  ;  the  second  on  January  3, 
the  birthday  of  a  chum  of  mine,  on  which  we 
always  dine  together ;  the  third  on  the  eve  of 
Washington's  birthday,  and  I  witnessed  it  with 
my  coat  on,  ready  to  start  out  of  town  for  the 
holiday  —  so  I  was  prepared  to  swear  to  all 
three  dates  with  absolute  certainty.  There 
were  many  things  then  which  led  me  to  suspect 
Mr.  Abbott  did  not  cjuite  come  up  to  one's  idea 
of  an  honest  man,  and  the  following  spring  I 
heard  of  the  failure  of  the  Wyndham  Iron 
Works,  and  that  you  had  lost  everything,  while 
Abbott  still  prospered.  Then  I  thought  hard, 
and  as  a  result  of  cogitating  I  went  to  Mr. 
Hurd  and  told  him  about  those  papers  I  had 
witnessed,  and  how  that  rascal  had  put  property 
out  of  his  hands  when  the  company  was  alreadv 
involved.  Mr.  Hurd  jumped  at  the  informa- 
tion. 'Young  man,'  he  said, 'you  maybe  the  very 
witness  we  need  to  establish  what  we  all  knew, 
but  could  not  prove.'  Then  Mrs.  Van  Alyn 
let  me  meet  Miss  Jessamy,  and  she  gave  me 
information  we  lacked.  Mr.  Hurd  did  not 
have  to  disturb  you,  having  your  power  of 
attorney,  and  they  thought  it  better  not  to  tell 
you  about  it  until  they  were  sure  of  success. 
Well,  there  were  undoubtedly  other  transfers 
made  besides  those  I  witnessed,  but  those  were 
all  we  could  prove ;  still,  they  amounted  to  forty 
thousand  dollars.  We  convinced  Abbott  we 
could  prove  that  much  rascaUty,  and  that  if  he 
did  n't  disgorge  he  would  be  sued,  and  made  to 
give  up  not  only  that,  but  costs  and  reputation — 
what  he  has  of  it !  The  old  scamp  hated  the 
alternative,  but  he  's  too  sharp  not  to  know 
it  was  the  cheapest  thing  he  could  do,  so  he 
gave  Mr.  Hurd  his  check  for  forty  thousand, — 
it  's  certified, —  and  as  a  reward  for  the  little 
assistance  I  've  been,  Mr.  Hurd  let  me  bring  it 
up  to  you. 

"  Mrs.  Wyndham,  here  is  a  check  for  forty 
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thousand  dollars,  and  if  you  are  as  glad  about 
it  as  I  am,  you  are  a  happy  woman." 

So  saying,  and  with  a  decided  choke  in  his 
voice,  Robert  laid  the  certified  check  on  Mrs. 
W\ndham's  knee,  and  dropped  quietly  back  in 
his  chair. 

Not  a  sound  broke  the  stillness  with  which  all 
present  had  listened  to  the  long  story.  Then 
Aunt  Henrietta  electrified  the  company.  With- 
out a  word,  she  arose  to  her  full  stately  height, 
walked  deliberately  over  to  where  Robert  sat, 
put  both  arms  around  him,  and  kissed  him 
soundly,  with  a  kiss  that  resounded.  "  You  are 
a  second  Daniel  Webster,"  she  said,  and  sol- 
emnly resumed  her  seat. 

Nothing  better  could  have  happened ;  Aunt 
Henrietta  had  relieved  the  tension  of  a  moment 
that  was  in  danger  of  becoming  overstrained. 
Following  her  aunt's  example,  though  with  a 
difference,  Mrs.  Wyndham  took  both  of  Robert's 
hands,  tears  of  joy  running  down  her  cheeks. 
"  I  can't  thank  you,  my  dear,"  she  said  simply. 
"  I  know  you  are  as  glad  as  we  are.  But  I  shall 
never,  never  forget  that  we  owe  it  to  you  that 
this  portion  of  our  property  is  restored.  And 
to  us,  having  been  taught  the  lesson  of  economy 
so  sharply,  forty  thousand  dollars  will  be  a  far 
larger  sum  than  it  once  would  have  seemed." 

Jessamy,  Phylhs,  and  Bab  were  crying,  but 
their  faces  were  flushed  with  joy,  and  they  were 
smiling  as  they  wept.  "  Oh,  there  's  Tom !  " 
cried  Bab,  running  to  the  door  to  let  him  in, 
as  she  always  did  on  hearing  his  peculiar  signal. 

"  Hallo,  Bob,  old  man;  I  see  you  've  got  it. 
Bab  telephoned  me,"  cried  Tom,  the  instant  he 
saw  the  April  faces.  "  Talk  about  special 
providences,  was  n't  it  about  the  neatest  bit  of 
good  fortune  that  you  should  have  witnessed 
those  deeds  ?  I  tell  you,  Mother  Wyndham, 
I  'm  tremendously  glad !  Now  it  's  over,  and 
you  know  the  whole  story,  I  don't  mind  ac- 
knowledging that  my  engagement  to  Bab  de- 
pended on  the  recovery  of  that  money ;  if  it 
had  n't  been  captured  I  should  have  broken 
it  off —  I  would  n't  have  married  a  girl  without 
a  little  fortune." 

"  She  has  n't  married  you  yet,  sir,  that  girl- 
with-a-fortune,  so  you  'd  better  not  be  too  sure 
of  her.  I  may  take  my  share  of  the  forty 
thousand  and  purchase  a  little  Frenchman  with 
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a  little  French  title,"  said  Bab,  saucily  —  so 
saucily  that  Aunt  Henrietta  said  severely : 

"  Barbara,  such  jests  are  not  seemly." 

Once  more  the  bell  rang,  and  Ruth  dashed 
in  like  a  whirlwind,  and  seized  the  entire  family 
in  her  arms  at  once,  apparently,  so  swift  were 
her  motions.  "  Oh,  dear,  dear  girls,  I  atn  so 
glad!"  she  cried.  "  When  you  telephoned,  Bab, 
I  was  out ;  but  the  moment  I  came  in  I  turned 
right  around  and  started  over  here.  I  could  n't 
be  more  gladder  if  it  were  my  own  money." 

"  Nor  more  mixed  u[)  in  your  comparatives," 
laughed  Bab,  returning  Ruth's  hug  with  vehe- 
mence. "  I  knew  you  'd  be  glad ;  you  're  that 
kind.  You  sympathized  witli  our  trouble,  but 
it  counts  for  even  more  to  be  glad  of  our  joy. 
You  are  a  trump.  Miss  Wells,  and  I  call  our 
lawyer,  Mr.  Lane,  to  witness  I  said  so." 

"  Are  you  going  to  move,  or  do  anything 
different  now  ?  "  asked  Ruth. 

"  Not  we,"  said  Jessamy.  "  This  was  our 
Land  of  Canaan,  and  we  will  not  desert  the 
dear  little  place  because  our  income  is  doubled." 

"  We  never  could  love  any  other  little  place 
so  well,"  said  Phyllis.  "  It  is  so  much  our 
very  own  home.  I  'm  not  sure,  even,  that  I 
regret  our  dear  old  home  now.  It  will  be  very 
nice  to  feel  that  our  shoes  no  longer  pinch  ;  that 
will  satisfy  me." 

'•  And  still  nicer,  literally,  to  be  able  to  get 
shoes  that  don't  pinch  whenever  ours  are  shabby. 
My  idea  of  happiness  is  not  wealth,  but  just 
enough  to  feel  luxurious  in  having  necessities 
plentifully.  I  shall  buy  half  a  dozen  gloves 
and  three  pairs  of  shoes  the  moment  madrina 
cashes  that  check,"  said  Bab,  whose  harmless 
vanity  was  her  pretty  hands  and  feet. 


"  I  don't  tliink  I  can  get  beyond  rejoicing  to 
know  that  each  of  the  girls  now  can  have  a 
little  fortune  when  I  am  no  longer  with  them," 
said  Mrs.  Wyndham. 

She  looked  dangerously  near  tears,  and  'I'om 
had  an  inspiration. 

"  Put  that  check  on  the  floor,  right  in  the 
middle,"  he  cried.  "  Now,  hands  all  round. 
Come  on,  Mrs.  Hewlett."  And  tlie  bad  boy 
forcibly  pulled  Aunt  Henrietta  from  her  digni- 
fied seat.  '"  Ain't  I  glad  I  'm  out  of  the  wil- 
derness, out  of  the  wilderness,  out  of  the  wilder- 
ness,'"  he  sang;  and  the  girls  and  Robert 
joined  in  breathlessly,  laughing  and  dancing 
joyfully  as  they   sang. 

Round  and  round  the  check  reposing  on  the 
floor  they  danced,  Nixie  and  Trucie,  who  were 
the  best  of  friends,  capering  outside  the  circle, 
and  regarding  the  whole  thing  as  done  for 
their  personal  entertainment. 

In  a  few  moments  Mrs.  Wyndham  gasped 
out  appeals  for  mercy,  and  the  Indian  dance  of 
triumph  ended. 

"  Now  we  can  settle  down  to  peaceful  happi- 
ness," said  Jessamy,  fanning  herself. 

"  A  little  fortune,  and  our  stories  and  pictures 
to  make  it  bigger,  dear  Princess  —  why,  we  are 
going  to  be  wealthy ! "  said  Phyllis,  throwing 
her  arms  around  Jessamy  in  an  aftermath  of 
delight. 

Bab  encircled  thern  both  impartially,  standing 
on  tiptoe  to  do  it. 

'•  The  troubles  of  the  Wyndham  girls  are 
over,"  she  said.  "  They  are  the  happiest  three 
in  the  world,  because  '  Home-keeping  hearts 
are  happiest,'  you  know,  and 

"  East  or  West,  Hame  is  Best !  " 


■■  b:VER^■BODV    WAS    WAITING    IN    ALMOST    BREATHLESS    INTEREST   TO    SEE    WHAT    WOL'LD    HAPl'EN."       (SEE    FACE    251.) 

SAM    BENSON'S   AUTOMOBILE. 


By  Frank  S.  Ballard. 


Sam  Benson  must  have  been  what  you 
sometimes  hear  people  call  a  mechanical 
genius.  Anyway,  machinery  had  always  pos- 
sessed a  powerful  fascination  for  Sam,  and  he 
exhibited  a  truly  remarkable  precocity  in  rig- 
ging up  contrivances  that  would  go  or  had 
motion  in  them. 

He  gave  early  evidence  of  tlie  bent  of  his 
mind  by  using  for  making  machines  empty 
thread-spools  and  bobbins,  set  on  whittled 
wooden  axles,  connected  by  beltings  of  twine, 
and  made  to  revolve  by  the  use  of  weights  or 
cast-oflf  clockwork. 

Later,  the  brook  which  ran  through  the 
meadow  in  the  rear  of  his  father's  barn  was 


discovered  by  Sam  as  a  source  of  power.  A 
dam  was  built,  and  a  good-sized  overshot 
water-wheel  set  up,  from  which  power  was 
carried  to  the  barn  by  means  of  a  small 
rope  belting,  and  a  jig-saw  and  small  grind- 
stone could  be  run  by  this  ])0wer;  this  had 
proved  to  be  a  really  jjractical  labor-saving 
contrivance. 

And  all  the  neighbors  knew  about  Sam's 
windmill.  He  had  built  a  mammoth  windmill, 
and  had  set  it  up  and  attached  it  to  the  pump 
in  his  father's  yard;  and  it  would  pump  all  right, 
too,  when  the  wind  blew  ;  for  one  night  when  it 
was  calm  Sam  neglected  to  detach  the  connec- 
tions between  the  pump-handle  and  the  wind- 
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mill,  and  a  good  bree/e  springing  up  tluring  the 
evening,  the  mill  turned  the  whole  night  long 
and  pumi)ed  the  well  dry  ;  the  door-yard  was 
flooded,  and  the  Bensons  had  to  lug  water  from 
the  neighbors'  houses  for  the  Tiext  two  weeks. 

During  a  recent  summer  a  pushing  patent- 
medicine  tirm  sent  out  a  man  in  an  automobile. 
He  traveled  from  town  to  town  in  the  machine, 
distributing  the  advertising  matter,  and  in  the 
course  of  time  arrived  in  the  country  village 
where  Sam  Benson  lived. 

None  of  the  villagers  had  ever  seen  one  of 
the  odd-appearing  horseless  carriages,  and 
many  had  not  even  heard  of  the  existence  of 
such  a  thing.  It  created  no  end  of  talk  and 
wonder  among  the  people,  and  the  circus  itself 
would  have  taken  second  place  in  jiublic  interest 
if  it  had  arrived  in  the  village  while  the  man 
wifli  the  automobile  was  there. 

As  for  Sam  Benson,  he  could  n't  get  a  good 
night's  sleep,  owing  to  the  train  of  thought  the 
automobile  aroused  in  his  inventive  brain.  He 
spent  almost  every  hour  the  automobile  man 
was  in  town  in  looking  over  the  machine  and 
studying  the  different  parts  of  its  mechanism. 
He  got  more  rides  on  it  than  any  one  else, 
asked  questions  until  the  man  grew  weary  of 
answering  him,  and  by  the  time  it  had  departed 
Sam  had  a  first-rate  idea  of  what  made  an  auto- 
mobile go,  and  of  how  it  was  put  together. 

About  a  month  after  the  departure  of  the 
automobile,  it  was  reported  among  the  boys  in 
the  village  that  Sam  Benson  was  up  to  some- 
thing unusually  mysterious  in  his  father's  car- 
riage-house. Sam  had  purposely  said  not  a 
word  to  anybody  about  what  he  was  doing, 
but  finally  the  secret  leaked  out.  He  had 
taken  his  chum,  Joe  Wilbur,  into  his  confidence, 
and  they,  with  the  village  blacksmith's  help, 
were  building  an  automobile. 

The  one  thing  that  made  it  possible  for  Sam 
to  build  something  that  would  go  after  the 
manner  of  an  automobile  was  this :  A  summer 
boarder  in  the  village  had  had  a  gasolene-launch 
that  he  used  on  the  river,  which  ran  close  by 
the  village.  One  day  he  ran  the  launch  on  the 
rocks  and  smashed  it  all  up ;  nothing  was  left 
of  it  that  was  good  for  much  except  the  gasolene- 
motor,  which  he  sold  cheap  to  a  village  resident. 
Later  it  happened  that  the  man  who  bought 


the  motor  owed  Sam's  father  a  debt  which  he 
could  n't  collect,  and  in  time  Sam's  father  took 
the  motor,  the  only  thing  he  could  get  hold  of 
to  satisfy  the  debt;  thus  the  motor  came  into 
Mr.  Benson's  hands. 

Very  soon  the  motor  passed  into  Sam's  pos- 
session, and,  as  can  be  imagined,  was  a  thing  of 
intense  joy  to  him.  He  had  it  fired  up,  and 
ran  it  time  and  again,  but  had  not  put  it  to  any 
special  use  up  to  the  lime  the  automobile  idea 
struck  him.  Now  it  was  going  to  furnish  the 
motive  power  for  his  automobile. 

Sam  and  Joe  got  hold  of  a  light  platform- 
wagon  that  had  seen  better  days,  but  which 
still  possessed  a  tolerably  stout  frame  and  four 
very  good  wheels. 

With  the  blacksmith's  aid,  they  dropped  four 
iron  hangers  down  from  the  body  of  the  wagon, 
and  to  these  a  second  platform  was  attached. 
On  the  lower  platform  the  gasolene-motor, 
which,  by  the  way,  was  a  powerful  aftair,  was 
firmly  fastened. 

The  back  wheels  of  the  wagon  were  put  on  a 
solid  axle  that  turned  with  the  wheels,  and  on 
this  axle  a  cog-wheel  was  set.  On  the  power 
shaft  of  the  motor  another  cog-wheel  was  set, 
and  the  two  cogs  were  connected  by  a  chain- 
gearing. 

The  front  axle  of  the  wagon  was  attached  to 
an  upright  bar,  with  a  horizontal  bar  put  on  top, 
so  the  machine  could  be  steered,  and  two  long 
iron  rods,  with  little  wheels  on  top,  connected 
with  the  steam-valve  and  reverse  mechanism 
of  the  motor. 

Sam's  ingenuity  suggested  all  these  things ; 
the  blacksmith  got  out  the  ironwork  under  his 
directions.  They  had  to  send  away  for  the 
chain-gearing,  and  this  and  other  things  cost 
considerable,  and  Sam  had  to  .sell  ofi"  about 
thirty  of  his  hens  to  pay  his  share  of  expenses. 

Unfortunately  for  Sam,  his  knowledge  of  me- 
chanics was  not  a  trained  one.  He  knew  no- 
thing about  the  rules  or  mathematics  of  the 
science,  and  he  did  n't  know  whether  the  rela- 
tive size  of  the  cog-wheels  on  the  motor  and 
the  wagon-axle  would  produce  a  high  speed  or 
low  speed,  and  he  did  n't  care  overmuch,  cither  ; 
all  he  wanted  was  to  have  the  thing  go,  and  it 
went  all  right,  as  after  events  proved. 

It  took  just  about  a  month  to  build  the  auto- 
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mobile,  and  when  it  was  finished  it  was  a  most 
mysterious  and  tearful-looking  aftair.  No  one 
ever  saw  anything  that  looked  like  it  before, 
and  there  are  several  now  who  never  want  to 
see  anything  like  it  again. 

On  the  eventful  day  of  the  trial  the  bo\s  had 
had  steam  up  in  the  automobile  all  the  morning. 
They  had  seen  the  thing  move  back  and  forth 
over  the  carriage-house  floor,  satisfying  them 
that  it  would  go;  they  had  tried  the  steering-gear, 
the  reverse  lever,  and  everything  seemed  to  work 
all  right  and  to  give  promise  of  a  great  success. 

Soon  after  dinner,  Sam  went  out  in  front  of 
the  house  and  looked  up  and  down  the  road; 
he  wanted  to  get  the  automobile  out  and  started 
without  a  lot  of  people  gathering  round.  No 
one  was  in  sight,  and  a  minute  later  he  and  Joe 
backed  the  machine  out  of  the  carriage-house 
and  pushed  it  up  the  driveway  out  into  the 
road.  In  the  front  windows  of  the  house  was 
every  member  of  the  Benson  family,  their  faces 
wreathed  in  broad  smiles  of  amusement. 

When  they  got  into  the  road  Sam  happened 
to  drop  a  monkey-wrench  down  into  an  awk- 
ward spot  in  the  machinery,  and  they  had  to 
stop  and  fish  it  out.  While  they  were  doing 
this,  Mrs.  Potter,  who  lived  next  door,  happened 
to  look  out  of  her  window. 

"  Well,  for  the  land's  sake,  Ira,  do  come  liere  I " 
she  exclaimed.  "  What  on  earth  hes  that  Ben- 
son boy  got  out  there  in  the  road  ?  " 

Mr.  Potter  looked  out  of  the  window. 

"  Well,  I  swan,"  he  said,  "  ef  that  boy  don't 
beat  the  Dutch  !  " 

"  It  's  on  fire,  ain't  it  ?  "  said  Mrs.  Potter,  who 
saw  the  steam  curling  up  from  underneath. 
But  Mr.  Potter  had  gone  for  his  hat,  and  was 
starting  out  to  see  what  the  contrivance  was. 

Just  then  a  team  came  along  with  three  men 
in  it,  and,  of  course,  they  stopped;  various  neigh- 
bors began  appearing  at  their  doorways,  and 
by  the  time  Sam  had  recovered  the  monkey- 
wrench,  and  made  a  few  necessary  adjustments 
on  the  machine,  there  was  a  crowd  of  a  dozen 
or  fifteen  people  around  him — just  what  Sam 
had  been  trying  to  avoid. 

Sam  kept  silent  or  answered  questions  in 
regard  to  the  machine  in  monosyllables,  and 
tried  to  appear  very  unconcerned  and  absorbed 
in  what  he  was  doing.     But  he  was  really  in  a 


most  self-conscious  condition,  and  both  he  and 
Joe  were  so  nervous  and  excited  that  they  were 
very  awkward  with  their  fingers  in  trying  to 
arrange  things. 

Finally  they  both  climbed  to  the  seat  on 
the  machine.  There  was  an  impressive  silence, 
everybody  waiting  in  almost  breathless  interest 
to  see  what  would  happen. 

Joe  gripped  the  steering-bar,  and  Sam  cau- 
tiously opened  the  steam-valve.  There  was  no 
response.  He  opened  it  a  little  wider;  there 
was  a  loud  sis-ss  underneath,  and  the  back 
wheels  of  the  machine  spun  round,  throwing  a 
shower  of  dirt  on  those  behind. 

Every  one  in  range  was  hit  by  the  dirt;  one 
man  got  a  wad  in  his  eye  and  had  to  have 
somebody  look  into  it;  two  little  girls  had 
white  dresses  spattered;  and  what  with  the  fly- 
ing dirt  and  hissing  steam,  everybody  edged 
off  to  a  respectful  distance. 

"  Set  your  seat  farther  back,  Sammy,  so  's  to 
git  your  weight  more  over  the  back  wheels," 
some  one  shouted.  This  was  good  advice,  and 
Sam  and  Joe  got  off  and  moved  the  seat  back 
a  litde;  then  they  got  on  and  tried  it  again. 

This  time  the  machine  made  a  sudden  jump 
forward.  One  of  the  front  wheels  struck  a  stone, 
twisting  the  steering-bar  almost  out  of  Joe's 
hands;  the  machine  made  a  swoop  through  the 
shallow  ditch  at  the  roadside,  climbed  a  low 
terrace  in  front  of  the  Williams'  house,  carried 
away  four  or  five  feet  of  a  light  lath  fence 
around  a  tulip-bed,  went  through  the  tuhps, 
and  brought  up  with  one  wheel  upon  the  first 
step  of  the  door-steps. 

The  bystanders  followed,  some  at  a  trot,  and 
everybody  laughing  so  they  could  hardly  speak. 
They  all  were  pleased  except  Sam  and  Joe  and 
the  woman  who  owned  the  tulips.  She  ran  to 
the  front  door,  and  when  she  saw  the  tulip-bed 
she  began  to  rate  the  boys  unmercifully.  She 
kept  it  up  though  Sam  and  Joe  apologized 
and  offered  to  pay  her ;  but  finally  the  woman 
became  so  interested  in  what  was  going  on, 
she  forgot  to  grumble,  and  sat  down  on  the 
door-steps  to  watch. 

The  boys  pulled  the  machine  back  into  the 
road  and  looked  it  over  very  carefully.  Every- 
thing seemed  to  be  all  right  about  it,  and  after 
the  examination  again  they  got  up  on  the  seat. 
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In  the  excitement  the  reverse  lever  of  the 
machine  had  been  turned,  and  the  machine  was 
loaded  to  go  backward;  but  nobody  knew  this, 
and  the  spectators  all  were  lined  up  in  the  rear 
of  the  machine  as  the  safest  place  to  be. 

Again  Sam  turned  on  the  steam,  and  this 
time  the  machine  made  a  (juick,  unexpected  dash 
to  the  rear.  The  crowd  stampeded  right  and 
left,  and  everybody  got  out  of  the  way  except 
"  Fatty  Childs,"  the  postmaster's  boy,  who  was 
onl\-  fourteen  and  weighed  two  hundred  pounds. 
The  machine  struck  Fatty  amidships  as  he  turned 
to  flee,  knocked  him  flat,  and  ran  over  his  leg. 

The  bystanders  roared  as  the  unwieldy  fat 
boy  scrambled  to  his  feet  in  a  frantic  effort  to 
escape  the  scalding  steam  that  squirted  in  his 
direction.  He  was  n't  hurt  much,  and  limped 
away,  while  Sam  brought  the  machine  to  a 
standstill  and  carefully  turned  the  reverse  lever. 

Once  again  they  made  a  start,  and  this  time 
they  got  away  without  mishap,  and  went  sailing 
up  the  street  toward  the  business  part  of  the 
village  at  a  good  rate  of  speed,  the  small  boys 
cheering  and  chasing  on  behind. 

It  was  a  proud  moment  in  Sam's  life.  How 
the  people  did  stare!  And  it  was  curious  to  see 
the  changes  on  their  faces  when  they  saw  the 
machine  coming  —  surprise,  wonder,  a  look  as 
though  they  could  n't  believe  their  own  eyes, 
and  then,  as  they  made  out  what  it  was,  an 
expression  of  immense  amusement. 

People  could  be  seen  running  out  of  their 
door-yards  as  the  machine  passed  by,  and  beck- 
oning to  others  to  come  and  see.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  Sam's  automobile  caused  more  talk  in 
the  village  that  day  than  anything  that  had  ever 
happened  there. 

Leading  south  out  of  the  village  was  a  long, 
level  piece  of  road  known  as  the  Dorset  Street 
Road,  and  up  this  road  Joe  steered  the  machine. 

"  Open  her  up  a  Httle,  Sam,"  said  Joe,  "  and 
let  's  see  what  she  can  do." 

Sam  let  on  a  little  more  steam,  and  the  ma- 
chine .shot  ahead  at  increa.sed  speed.  It  was 
exhilarating  now,  and  the  breeze  caused  by  the 
smart  pace  swept  coolly  back  into  the  boys'  faces. 

A  little  way  out  on  the  road  the  boys  gained 
rapidly  on  a  team  which  proved  to  be  that  of 
Deacon  Calkins.  The  deacon  heard  the  noise 
and  turned  round.     Maybe  he  was  n't  surprised ! 
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But  there  were  a  whole  lot  of  surprises  coming 
to  the  deacon.  When  he  saw  what  the  vehicle 
was  he  stood  up  in  the  wagon  to  look  back. 
Fike  all  the  rest,  he  could  n't  comprehend  at 
first,  and  then,  as  he  took  in  the  situation,  a 
l)road  grin  spread  over  his  features. 

The  boys  rapidly  caught  up  to  him,  ami  the 
deacon  was  shouting  something  at  them  as  he 
pulled  one  side  to  let  them  pass;  but  he  had  n't 
reckoned  on  his  horse. 

The  horse,  hearing  the  unusual  noise,  turned 
its  head  in  a  nervous  fashion,  and  caught  sight 
of  the  machine.  One  look  was  enough  for  that 
horse.  Any  decent  horse  would  have  been 
scared.  It  made  one  jump  that  nearly  snapped 
the  deacon's  head  oft',  and  then,  with  the  bits  in 
its  teeth,  tail  up  and  mane  flying,  it  started  on 
a  dead  run. 

Well,  the  deacon  did  n't  waste  any  more  time 
looking  at  that  automobile.  He  gathered  up  the 
lines,  and  you  could  hear  him  yell,  "  Whoa ! 
whoa,  boy!"  away  back  in  the  village.  Sam  was 
scared,  and  started  to  shut  off  the  steam ;  but 
in  the  excitement  he  turned  it  completely  on, 
and  the  machine  shot  ahead  at  a  terrific  rate. 
When  he  tried  to  turn  the  rod  the  opposite 
w^ay  it  just  twisted  round  loosely ;  it  had  slipped 
a  cog  somewhere. 

"  Shut  her  oft",  Sam !  "  shrieked  Joe,  getting 
on  his  feet  in  excitement. 

"  Can't ;  it  's  busted  !  "  yelled  Sam. 

"  Shall  I  turn  the  reverse  lever  ? "  shouted 
Joe. 

"Don't  do  it;  she  'd  blow  up!"  yelled  Sam. 

Maybe  that  home-made  automobile  did  n't 
go  when  it  got  the  full  force  of  the  power!  It 
simply  flew.  The  deacon's  horse  was  running 
something  like  a  mile  a  minute  on  ahead,  but  it 
was  a  fact  that  the  automobile  began  to  over- 
haul the  runaway  horse. 

"  We  're  going  to  run  him  down !  "  yelled 
Joe,  who  was  clinging  to  the  steering-bar  for 
dear  life.  "  I  'm  going  to  ju-m-m-p  !  "  he  jerked 
out,  as  the  machine  struck  a  stone. 

"  Don't  do  it;  you  '11  be  killed.  Stick  to  the 
machine !  "  shrieked  Sam,  as  his  hat  flew  oft" 
and  his  hair  .stood  back  in  the  wind. 

About  an  eighth  of  a  mile  farther  on  the  road 
ran  down  in  a  steep  hill,  and  just  this  side  of 
the  hill  was  the  entrance  to  the  Moore  farm. 
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SAM    BENSON  S    AUTOMOBILE. 


[Jan. 


"the     deacon     gathered    up    the    lines,    and    YOl     COULU    HEAR     HIM     VELL   AWAY    BACK     IN    THE    VILLAGE."       (SEE    P.AGE    251.) 


"  If  the  gate  's  open  steer  her  up  into  Moore's 
place  I  "  yelled  Sam.  "  If  it  's  shut  run  her 
into  the  fence  and  jump.  Don't  go  down  that 
hill!" 

The  machine  kept  gaining  on  the  galloping 
horse  and  the  shouting  deacon,  and  if  there  had 
been  a  hundred  yards  farther  to  go  they  would 
have  rammed  him  from  the  rear ;  but  just  before 
they  were  up  to  him  the  horse  swept  by  the 
entrance  to  the  Moore  farm,  and  on  down  the 
hill,  in  spite  of  the  deacon's  frantic  efforts  to 
turn  him. 

As  the  machine  came  opposite  the  entrance 
to  the  Moore  farm,  Joe  turned  the  steering-bar; 
the  machine  made  the  curve  with  two  wheels  in 
the  air,  and  shot  up  the  short  lane  into  the 
farm-yard. 

The  entrance,  fortunately,  was  up  quite  a  steep 
incline,  which  checked  the  speed  of  the  machine 
a  great  deal.  In  a  whirlwind  of  excitement,  the 
boys  were  looking  for  the  place  where  they  were 
going  to  strike,  and  never  noticed  the  clothes- 
line, which,  as  they  went  under  it,  caught  them 


in  the  usual  spot,  under  the  chin,  and  mowed 
them  off  from  the  top  of  the  automobile  on  to 
the  ground. 

The  machine  kept  right  on  —  chased  a  yelping 
dog  with  its  tail  between  its  legs  up  on  to 
the  back  piazza,  frightened  a  girl  at  the  milk- 
pans  into  hysterics,  and  then,  making  a  short 
turn,  swept  down  a  steep  incline,  and  went, 
bang !  right  through  the  light  doors  of  the 
barn. 

There  was  a  whole  lot  of  live  stock  in  the 
barn,  and  as  the  wheels  to  the  automobile  still 
kept  spinning  by  fits  and  starts,  it  raised  an 
awful  babel  of  noises  in  that  barn.  And  every 
now  and  then  a  wild-eyed  cow  or  calf,  with, 
l)erhaps,  a  piece  of  rope  dangling  from  its  neck, 
would  make  a  frantic  break  out  of  the  broken 
barn  doors,  and  disappear  at  a  wild  gallop  that 
made  it  look  as  if  it  was  trying  to  throw  hand- 
s[)rings,  while  hens  and  chickens  were  fluttering 
from  the  windows  in  all  directions. 

It  seemed  a  miracle  that  the  boys  were  not 
killed  outright,  but  they  were  not  even  badly 
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hurt.  Just  as  they  Hmped  up  to  look  into  the 
barn  there  came  a  tremendous  explosion  inside, 
followed  by  a  final  distribution  of  crazed  cattle 
and  screeching  poul- 
try. And  at  this  mo- 
ment the  Httle  door  in 
the  second  story  of 
the  barn  was  kicked 
violently  open,  and 
down  ot^'  the  hay  slid 
a  hired  man  who 
looked  like  an  escaped 
lunatic.  The  man  did 
n't  have  time  to  find 
out  whether  he  was 
going  to  fall  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  jump.  And 
he  had  barely  touched 
the  ground  when  a 
couple  of  young  hei- 
fers, propelled  b}'  the 
explosion,  shot  out  of 
the  barn  door  on  the 
jump  ;  the  first  one 
butted  the  man  and 
knocked  him  flat,  and 
the  second  one  gal- 
loped right  over  him. 

Laugh !  How  Sam 
and  Joe  did  laugh,  in 
spite  of  their  tumble 
and  mishap !  They 
had  been  laughed  at 
all  day,  and  it  was 
their   turn   now. 

But  smoke  now  be- 
gan to  come  out  of  the 
bam ;  it  was  on  fire. 
Probably  twenty-five 
people  had  chased  the 
runaways  up  the  road, 
and  as  these  arrived  they  formed  a  bucket  bri- 
gade from  the  pump,  and  soon  had  the  fire  out. 

It  cost   Sam's  father  a  very  pretty  sum   to 
settle  the  damages,  besides  the  loss  of  the  motor, 
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which  had  blown  up.  As  for  the  deacon,  he 
made  the  hill  all  right,  and  his  horse  soon 
stopi)ed  running  on  the  level  road  below. 


■  DOWN     OFF    THE     HAV     SLID    A    HIRF.D 


nvtmrn 

MAN     WHO    LOOKED     LIKE    AN     ESCAPED     LfNATIC 


Machinery  still  has  the  same  fatal  fascination 
for  Sam,  and  he  may  make  a  new  automobile, 
but  he  's  a  little  chary  now  about  saying  any- 
thing to  others  about  his  plans  for  inventions. 


When  Laura  plays  with  Lulul)el, 
Who  hves  up  on  the  square, 

She  has  to  dress  up  very  well 
And  tliink  about  her  hair. 

It  would  not  do  to  run  pell-mell, 

Up  on  the  square  with  Lulubel. 


When  Laura  goes  to  play  with  Lou 
They  picnic  on  the  grass ; 

Two  cups  of  milk,  a  bun  or  two, 
Is  all  there  is  to  pass ; 

And  yet  it  seems  a  nice  menu 

I'o  Laura,  playing  there  with  Lou. 


W'lien  Laura  plays  willi    I,ulul)cl 
Their  parties  are  so  tine! 

With  china  fragile  as  a  shell, 
And  silver  all  ashiiie, 

And  Nurse  Celeste  and  Mademoiselle 

To  serve  each  course  for  Lulubel. 


When  Laura  goes  to  play  with  Lou 
Her  best-loved  doll  she  takes, 

And  though  it  's  very  far  from  new. 
No  difiference  it  makes ; 

For  over  there  's  a  dolly,  too. 

That  's  old,  but  very  dear  to  Lou. 

When  Laura  plays  with  Lulubel 
Miss  French  Doll  is  on  hand. 

For  all  the  dolly  folks  that  dwell 
Up  there  are  very  grand, 

With  names  like  Clarice  and  Estelle, 

Those  Paris  dolls  of  Lulubel. 


% 
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And  so  when  Laura  goes  to  play. 

One  easily  can  tell 
If  .she  is  off  to  spend  the  day 

In  style  with  Lulubel, 
Or  in  a  simpler  way,  't  is  true. 
But  merrier  far,  with  little  Lou. 


1 
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THE   HOLY   NIGHT,    FROM   THE    PAINTING   BY   CORREGGIO. 
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CORREGGIO'S    PICTURE    "SANTA   NOTTE," 
OR    "HOLY    NIGHT." 


By  Ella  M.  Dillingham. 


BOUT  four  hundred 

years  ago  lived  the 

greatpainterknown 

to  us  as  Correggio, 

who  took  his  name 

from  the  small  town 

of  Correggio,  in  northern 

Italy,  where  he  was  born, 

just   two    years   after    the 

discovery  of  America. 

His  real  name  was  An- 
tonio Allegri,  and  as  he 
became  famous  the  name 
of  his  birthplace  was  added,  giving  him  the  title 
of  Antonio  Allegri  da  Correggio.  Near  the 
town  of  Correggio  was  a  somewhat  larger  town 
called  Reggio ;  and  when  the  artist  Correggio 
had  won  renown  by  his  frescos  in  Parma  and 
Mantua,  he  was  asked  by  Alberto  Pratonero  to 
paint  an  oil-picture  to  adorn  the  new  chapel  he 
had  just  built,  for  the  glory  of  his  family,  in  the 
Church  of  San  Prospero  in  Reggio.  It  was  for 
this  chapel  of  the  Pratoneri  family  that  the  pic- 
ture called  "Holy  Night"  was  painted  in  1530, 
and  it  remained  there  in  quiet  seclusion  for 
many  years ;  but  it  was  too  beautiful  to  be  lost 
in  obscurity,  and  it  now  adorns  the  Gallery  of 
Fine  Arts  in  Dresden. 

The  picture  shows  the  child  Jesus  in  his 
mother's  arms,  a  soft,  beautiful  light  shining 
from  his  face  and  glorifying  the  face  of  Mary 
as  she  leans  over  him. 

The  scene  is  in  a  rude  shed,  quite  open  in 


tlie  background,  where  appears  Joseph  with 
those  humble  animals  of  the  field.  It  is  the 
early  morning,  as  the  first  faint  signs  of  dawn 
tinge  the  hills  and  sky  in  the  distance;  but  the 
important  light  of  the  picture  is  that  shining 
with  a  heavenly  radiance  from  the  Infant  rest- 
ing in  his  mother's  arms  as  she  kneels  before  a 
manger  holding  straw.  The  face  of  Mary  re- 
flects the  glory  of  her  Son  as  she  gazes  fondly 
upon  him,  undazzled  by  the  brightness  from 
which  the  young  woman  on  the  opposite  side 
screens  her  eyes  by  holding  up  her  hand.  A 
sturdy  old  shepherd  looks  on  in  amazement,  and 
raises  his  hand  to  his  head  as  if  afraid  he  is  not 
really  awake;  and  a  younger  shepherd  looks 
up  at  him  as  if  saying,  "  It  is  strange,  but  too 
beautiful  to  frighten  any  one."  Above  are  joy- 
ful angels  who  have  just  floated  down  on  a  bil- 
low of  clouds  to  gaze  upon  the  scene ;  but  they 
do  not  bring  with  them  the  light  upon  the  clouds : 
that,  too,  is  a  reflection  from  the  Christ  Child. 

Other  artists  have  attempted  to  represent 
this  same  idea  of  Christ  at  his  first  entrance 
into  this  world  casting  a  glory  about  him,  but 
never  so  successfully  as  Correggio,  who  has 
sometimes  been  called  "Ariel  the  Light-bringer  " 
because  the  light  in  his  pictures  is  so  clear  and 
bright.  This  "  Holy  Night"  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  that  he  ever  painted,  and  though 
artists  sometimes  find  minor  faults  in  the  draw- 
ing, they  never  cease  to  admire  the  wonderful 
glow  shining  from  the  heavenly  Child  who 
came  to  this  world  nineteen  hundred  years  ago. 
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BOOKS    AND    READING. 


THE  SPELLING- 
MATCH. 


There  is  no  doubt  that 
young  folks  love  a  spell- 
ing-match, and  so  many  have  sent  in  correc- 
tions of  the  story  "  Eh  Kernel's  Sun,"  printed 
in  the  October  number,  that  the  awards  cannot 
be  made  till  next  month.  Not  all  tiie  versions 
ha\e  yet  been  examined,  but  it  is  already  cer- 
tain that  very  many  correctly  spelled  versions 
have  been  received,  so  that  the  prizes  must  be 
awarded  to  the  competitors  who,  age  of  the 
writer  and  neatness  of  the  answers  considered, 
have  done  best.  Many  of  you  failed  through 
the  veriest  carelessness ;  but  accuracy  is  difficult ! 
A  TRAVELING  ^E   are  always  glad   to 

BOOK-LIST.  hear   of   new   books  —  or 

books  new  to  us  —  that  are  worth  reading ;  and 
yet  we  seldom,  except  by  chance,  think  of  rec- 
ommending them;  that  is,  we  seldom  take  the 
trouble  to  spread  the  news  of  a  happy  find.  It 
would  take  little  time  and  little  effort  to  write  a 
postal-card  or,  better,  a  note  to  the  friends  we 
are  sure  would  enjoy  what  we  have  found  de- 
•lightful.  A  group  of  young  friends  could  ar- 
range among  themselves  to  keep  one  another 
informed  of  the  good  reading  they  come  upon. 
Sometimes  men  who  have  been  classmates  in 
college  agree  after  graduation  to  write  what  are 
known  as  "  circular "  letters.  Number  One 
begins  by  writing  to  Number  Two,  giving  an 
account  of  what  he  has  seen  or  done.  Number 
Two  adds  his  account  of  himself,  and  mails 
both  to  Number  Three,  who  adds  his  own 
letter,  and  forwards  all  to  Number  Four,  and 
so  on  back  to  Number  One.  I*:  may  be  that 
this  plan  could  be  made  useful  in  telling  about 
books.  Each  of  the  friends  who  took  up  the 
plan  could  add  a  title  or  two,  with  what  re- 
marks occurred  to  him,  and  thus  a  list  could 
be  kept  upon  its  travels. 
THAT  FOOTBALL  From  Lincoln,  Nebraska, 
TEAM.  a     young     correspondent 

suggests  members  for  an  imaginary  football 
team  to  compete  with  the  remarkable  collection 
of  worthies  named  in  the  November  number. 
He  thinks  this  new  team  would  have  a  fair 
chance  of  scoring  even  against  the  other  stars: 


Right  End,  Hector. 
Right  Tackle,  .\ja.\. 
Right  Guard,  Odin. 
Center,  Scriniar. 
Left  Guard,  Polyphemus. 
Left  Tackle,  Briareus. 
Left  Knd,  Hereward. 
Quarter,  Harold    Hard- 
raade. 


Right  Half,  Theseus. 

Left  Half,  Thor. 

Full-back,  Milton's 

Satan. 

Substitutes :  The  Mac- 
cabees, Castor  and 
Pollux,  Sir  Launcelot, 
Olaf,  Charlemagne, 
and  Talus. 


We  think  this  an  excellent  team,  and  credit- 
able to  its  inventor,  Mr.  Jack  Miller,  to  whom 
our  thanks  are  due. 

A  rival  —  and  a  girl !  —  makes  up  yet  another 
team.  It  is  as  follows,  except  for  two  slight 
changes,  neither  of  which  weakens  the  team, 
we  think. 


Left     End,    Alfred    the 

Great. 
Left  Tackle,  Briareus. 
Left  Guard,  Horatius. 
Center,  Coeur  de  Lion. 
Right      Guard,     Strong 

Back  (Grimms'  Tales). 
Right  Tackle,  Brian   de 

Bois-Guilbert. 
Right  End,  Douglas. 
Quarter,  Alexander    the 

Great. 


Left  Half,  Ivanhoe. 
Right  Half,  Powhatan. 
Full-back, Roderick  Uhu. 
Umpire,  Socrates. 
Referee,  Draco. 
Head    Coach,  Napoleon 

Bonaparte. 
Line-keeper,  Lafayette. 
Time-keeper,  Diogenes. 
Physician,   "No    one  — 

for     they     never     get 

hurt :  " 


There  are  still  plenty  of  giants !  See  Brew- 
er's "  Dictionary  of  Phrase  and  Fable,"  new 
edition  (1900),  page  514. 
MOHAMMED  AND  A  YOUNG  inquirer  asks 
THE  MOUNTAIN,  for  the  Origin  of  the  saying: 
"  If  Mohammed  will  not  go  to  the  mountain, 
the  mountain  must  go  to  Mohammed."  We 
have  usually  seen  this  stated  the  other  way. 
In  the  same  edition  of  the  "Phrase  and  Fable" 
there  is  an  explanation  of  the  saying  on  page 
865,  but  no  authority  is  given. 

"HISTORY   OF   A  A      LETTER.  COmCS     from 

NUT-cRACKER."  England  asking  for  infor- 
mation about  Alexandre  Dumas's  "  Histoire 
d'un  Casse-noisette."  We  must  refer  the  in- 
quiry to  our  readers.  We  remember  an  English 
translation  of  the  story,  called  "The  Nut- 
cracker of  Nuremberg,"  but  do  not  find  the 
entry  in  the  Publishers'  Catalogue.  Is  the 
book  to  be  found  in  either  French  or  Endish  ? 
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SOME  QUAINT         The  friend  who  sent  us 
INSCRIPTIONS.       an  early  copy  of  "  Goody 
Two-shoes  "  writes  to  this  dei^artment  about  a 
boy's  inscriptions  in  his  I^ible  in  17 18: 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  In  looking  over  an  English 
Bible  recently  sent  me  from  London,  I  have  found  sev- 
eral verses,  evidently  written  by  a  boy,  which  I  think 
may  interest  your  boys  and  girls.  The  Bible  was  pub- 
lished in  London  in  1603.  The  binding  has  brass  cor- 
ners, and  the  arms  of  James  I.  are  on  both  sides. 
The  writing  is  plain,  but  "John"  shows  he  had  many 
struggles  before  he  had  finished  his  verses.  I  have 
copied  the  form  and  capitals,  or  want  of  capitals,  but, 
unfortunately,  cannot  give  you  the  lettering. 

On  the  back  of  the  title  he  has  written  : 

"John  Sims  His  Book  amen 
God  Give  hmi  Grace  to  run 
that  race  that  heaven  may 
be  his  dwelling  Place 
1718" 

On  the  back  of  the  title  of  the  New  Testament  there  is 

the  following: 

"John  Sims  His  Book 
amen  God  Give  him  Grace  to  Look 
therein  &  when  y  bell  for  him  doth  tola 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  receiv  his  soul  " 


and 


"John  Sims  Is  my 
name  England  is  my  nation 
Sarum  is  my  dwelling  place 
Christ  is  my 
Salvation 
1718" 

Hoping  this  will  interest  you,  I  am, 

Yours  truly, 

A.  J.  Parsons. 


TWO    MORE 
QUESTIONS. 


Ax  inquirer  writes  from 
Dinard,  France,  an  appeal 
for  the  names  of  books  about  Captain  Kidd. 
St.  Nicholas  told  something  of  Kidd's  career 
in  Mr.  Stockton's  "  Pirates  and  Buccaneers  of 
Our  Coast."  Is  there  any  available  account  of 
this  famous  treasure-hider  —  that  is,  any  worth 
reading? 

Another   seeker   after  knowledge   wishes  to 
find  the  quotation : 

One  good  idea  but  known  to  be  thine  own 
Is   better   than    a   thousand  gleaned  from   fields   by 
others  sown. 


BOOKS  IN  THE 
LIBRARY. 


The  plan  suggested  by 
this  young  correspondent 
has  its  good  points,  but  —  is  n't  his  bookcase 
rather  neat  and  useful  than  interesting  or  pic- 


turesque ?  Is  n't  it  a  pity  not  to  see  the  books 
themselves?  Such  a  library  reminds  one  of  a 
party  where  all  the  guests  are  in  dominoes  and 
masks ! 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  want  to  tell  you  about  my 
library.  I  have  nearly  one  hundred  books  which  I  keep 
in  a  bookcase  of  my  own.  To  keep  the  covers  from 
getting  soiled  I  covered  them  with  plain  brown  wrap- 
ping-paper, which  I  bought  at  the  stationery  store  for 
about  a  half-cent  or  a  cent  a  sheet. 

When  I  had  them  covered  it  was  very  hard  to  find 
any  book,  as  they  were  all  alike.  So  I  went  to  a  print- 
er's and  got  one  hundred  plain  white  visiting-cards  for 
fifteen  cents. 

I  took  these  and  wrote  the  name  of  a  book  on  each 
one  and  gave  it  a  number.  Then  I  wrote  the  number 
on  the  book,  and  arranged  the  cards  in  order  according 
to  the  first  letter.  In  this  way  I  can  find  any  book  I 
want  very  quickly.  Yours  very  truly, 

Chester  C.  Jersey. 


Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  In  one  issue  of  the  St. 
Nicholas  you  ask  for  a  list  of  the  best  of  the  juvenile 
books  that  have  appeared  during  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  I  send  you  a  list  of  twenty  good  books  for  boys 
and  girls  that  have  appeared  during  1897-1901.  I  did 
not  dash  them  off  on  the  moment,  but  thought  a  good 
while  before  compilmg  this  list.  I  think  that  the  twenty 
books  that  follow  this  letter  are  the  best  of  the  mass  of 
books  that  have  been  published  during  the  last  three 
years.  I  would  have  liked  to  include  the  "  Story  of 
Barnaby  Lee,"  but  as  that  has  n't  come  out  in  book 
form,  I  could  n!t  do  iL  "  The  Wouldbegoods  "  appeared 
in  September  and  is  just  fine.     Here  is  the  list : 


The     Brownies      Abroad, 

Palmer  Cox. 
The  Dozen  from  Lakerim, 

Rupert  Hughes. 
Quicksilver  Sue,  Laura  E. 

Richards. 
The  Story  of  Betty,  Caro- 
lyn Wells. 
Lobo,     Rag,    and     Vixen, 

Ernest  Seton-Thompson. 
Yankee   Enchantments,  C. 

B.  Loomis. 
Trinity    Bells,    Amelia    E. 

Barr. 
Dorothy  Deane,  Ellen  01- 

ney  Kirk. 
Dorothy  and  her  Friends, 

Ellen  Olncy  Kirk. 
The     House     with      Sixty 

Closets,  Frank  S.  Child. 
The  Adventures  of  a  Fresh- 


man, Jesse  Lynch  Wil- 
liams. 

The  Fugitive,  John  R. 
Spears. 

The  Land  of  the  Long 
Night,  Paul  B.  Du 
Chaillu. 

The  Wouldbegoods,  E. 
Nesbit. 

A  Jersey  Boy  in  the  Rev- 
olution, E.  T.  Tomlin- 
son. 

Elsie  in  the  South,  Martha 
Finley. 

We  Win,  H.  E.  Hamblen. 

Forward,  March  !  Kirk 
Munroe. 

Master  Skylark,  John  Ben- 
nett. 

The  Junior  Cup,  Allen 
French. 


They  are  all  good  books,  and  are  worthy  of  consid- 
eration. Yours  truly, 

William  Kerxan  Dart  (age  16). 


WHAT  THE  MIS- 
TLETOE DID. 


A  PRETTY  doll  in  a  stock- 
ing hung, 

While  near  her  a  soldier- 
doll  bravely  swung, 

When,  lo !  the  timepiece 
struck  twelve  o'clock, 

And  gave  the  mistletoe 
quite  a  shock. 

Then     the    startled     doll 

heard  the  soldier  say  : 

"All  right,  litde  neighbor! 

It  's  Christmas  Day." 

Joel  Stacey. 
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[T/iis  story  tvns  begun  it!  the  November,  igoo,  number.] 

Chapter  XXXIII. 

THE    LAST    DAYS. 

On  Saturday  morning,  August  31,  1664, 
Colonel  Richard  Nicolls  sent  his  last  imperious 
summons  for  the  surrender  of  New  Amsterdam, 
citadel  and  town.  Stuyvesant  once  more  re- 
plied that  he  had  no  right  to  demand  it,  and 
again  the  blunt  English  commander  rejoined: 
"  The  right  does  not  concern  me  a  tittle ;  I  was 
sent  hither  to  take  New  Amsterdam,  and  I  am 
going  to  take  it." 

"I  will  protect  and  defend  the  city  to  the 
last  extremity," responded  the  Director-General, 


"  Come  easy,  come  hard,"  returned  Richard 
Nicolls,  "  I  shall  take  New  Amsterdam.  I  am 
weary  of  this  parleying.  I  have  offered  terms 
to  the  city,  and  if  they  are  not  accepted,  I  hold 
myself  clear  of  responsibility  for  whatever  may 
ensue.  At  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours  I  shall 
move  upon  the  town,  by  land  and  sea ;  it  be- 
hooves you  to  make  up  your  minds." 

^Vhen  this  imperious  message  was  heard  in 
New  Amsterdam,  men,  women,  and  children 
flocked  to  the  Director- General's  door,  beseech- 
ing him  that  he  would  submit ;  but  his  only  an- 
swer to  them  was,  "I  would  rather  be  carried  out 
dead  !  "  "Then  give  us  the  terms,  or,  upon  our 
souls,  we  will  surrender  anyway ! "  they  cried. 
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To  avoid  the  threatened  mutiny  against  his 
authority,  which  would  leave  him  neither  dig- 
nity nor  honor  to  stand  upon,  tlie  Director- 
General  yielded  to  the  demand  for  the  Eng- 
lish terms,  and  Governor  Winthrop's  letter, 
which  he  had  torn  into  shreds,  was  cunningly 
pieced  together,  copied  in  English,  transcribed 
into  Dutch,  and  despatched  to  the  burgo- 
meisters. 

Then  Stuyvesant  sued  for  an  armistice,  still 
vainly  and  vaguely  hoping  for  impossible  relief, 
and  longing  still  for  some  compromise  com- 
patible with  honor.  But  Nicolls  would  treat 
for  nothing  but  the  surrender  of  the  town.  "  I 
was  sent  to  take  New  Amsterdam,"  he  an- 
swered, "  and  I  am  coming  to  take  it.  Have 
done  with  the  goose-quill  and  ink-pot ;  they  are 
no  arms  for  a  gentleman-soldier."  Then  he 
sent  two  ships  above  the  town,  while  the  rest 
remained  below,  so  that  the  town  was  between 
two  fires :  "  To-morrow,"  said  he  to  Stuyvesant, 
"  I  will  speak  with  you  in  Manhattan." 

"  Friends  will  be  welcome,"  replied  Stuy- 
vesant, "  if  they  come  in  a  friendly  manner." 

"It  rests  with  you," rejoined  Nicolls, "whether 
the  manner  be  friendlike  or  foemanlike.  I  shall 
come  with  my  ships  and  my  soldiers.  Raise 
the  white  flag  of  peace  on  your  fortress ;  then 
something  may  be  considered." 

At  this  the  blood  of  the  unwarlike  burghers 
turned  into  curds  and  whey.  "  Surrender !  " 
they  cried.    "  Surrender !  " 

Stuyvesant  looked  upon  them  in  burning  in- 
dignation. "  If  I  surrender  this  city,"  he  said, 
"wherein  am  I  justified  ?  " 

"  Will  ye  be  justified  in  our  ruin  ?  "  they  cried, 
"  in  seeing  our  city  taken  and  sacked,  our 
warehouses  burned,  our  goods  wasted,  our 
homes  pillaged  and  robbed  ?  Is  this  your 
justification  ?  Surrender !  Surrender !  "  they 
implored.     But  he  would  not  surrender. 

"They  will  tear  the  fort  into  ruins! "  they  cried. 

"  Then  we  will  defend  it  from  the  ruins.  I 
tell  you  once  and  for  all,"  said  he,  "  I  will  not 
surrender." 

"  Do  not  oppose  the  will  of  God !  If  you 
resist  we  all  shall  perish." 

"  Then  we  shall  perish,"  he  returned,  "  as  is 
the  will  of  God." 

Then  the  Stad  Huis  bell  began  to  ring,  and 


the  people  to  assemble,  and  straightway  every 
man  ceased  work  upon  the  fortifications. 
There  was  a  tumult  in  the  market-place,  stones 
were  thrown  over  the  fort-walls,  and  there  was 
a  meeting  of  the  burghers  in  the  Stad  Huis 
square,  led  by  Dirck  Phillipse,  the  carpenter. 
"  Shall  we  stand  here  idle  in  the  streets,"  they 
cried,  "  and  see  the  town  made  a  shambles,  our 
children  murdered,  our  i)arents  slain,  our  prop- 
erty in  flames,  all  for  the  sake  of  a  fool's 
honor?  To  resist  is  hopeless,  defense  impos- 
sible; although  we  might  protect  ourselves  for 
a  horrible  day  or  two,  there  is  no  relief  to  be 
hoped  for;  we  shall  be  buried  in  one  long 
trench !  "  Then  they  cursed  the  West  India 
Company,  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  and  the 
Lords  States-General  of  Holland,  who  had  left 
them  in  such  straits,  and  raised  a  public  outcry 
against  the  Director-General.  "  Be  not  so 
obstinate !  "  they  roared.  "  Expose  us  not  so  in 
vain !  "  and  with  that  they  reviled  him  in  the 
streets. 

But,  obstinate  and  passionate,  Peter  Stuyve- 
sant stood  to  his  word.  "  I  tell  you,  I  am  the  mas- 
ter here,  and  I  will  fight  to  the  last !  "  he  said. 

Then  his  wrath  broke  out  upon  them  in  a 
storm  of  indignation.  "  Ye  miserable  trades- 
men, who  left  this  ship  of  state  to  steer  herself 
while  you  went  catching  conies,  this  is  the 
pass  you  have  brought  us  to  with  your  despica- 
ble trading.  Trade  ?  and  a  curse  upon  it !  It 
hath  made  cowards  of  you  all,  unworthy  the  name 
of  Dutchmen;  it  hath  sucked  the  courage  out 
of  your  hearts  as  a  sponge  sucks  water.  Duty 
and  honor  stir  you  not ;  you  are  anything  for 
profit ;  the  ratde  of  the  guilder-sack  is  the  only 
drum  ye  hear.  Shame,  and  shame  upon  you 
all !  ye  would  change  your  faith  for  safety's  sake 
and  turn  your  coats  for  a  penny,  like  a  mill 
that  setteth  its  sail  to  any  wind  which  offers 
to  grind  its  grain!"  As  he  came  through  the 
streets  from  the  Stad  Huis  the  crowd  made 
way  for  him  as  a  throng  of  gaggling  barn-yard 
fowls  would  make  way  for  an  eagle;  for,  though 
they  hated  him,  they  feared  him,  and  none  dared 
to  face  his  scorn ;  and  though  they  reviled  him 
behind  his  back,  to  his  face  they  honored  him. 

That  night,  at  midnight,  Martin  Van  Leer, 
with  a  small  flyboat,  the  "  Mole,"  stole  out 
throusih  the  waters  of  Hell  Gate  to  the  sea  with 
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the  last  despairing  message  of  Peter  Stuyvesant 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Netherlands :  "  We  called 
upon  you,  but  ye  heard  us  not,  and  now  it  is 
too  late ;  the  enemy  is  upon  us  !  "  It  was  his 
last  official  message  as  Director-General.  That 
night  the  vessels  of  the  English  fleet  warped  up 
nearer  to  the  town,  and  as  the  lights  came  on 
and  on,  and  the  sound  of  oars  drifted  like  a  far 
pulse  over  the  water,  in  New  Amsterdam  was 
madness  and  the  agony  of  despair. 

The  curfew  rang  at  nine  o'clock,  but  nobody 
left  the  streets,  and  nobody  put  his  candles  out, 
so  that  the  windows  stared  bright  on  the  dark- 
ness. The  night-watch  wandered  here  and 
there,  with  unlit  lanterns  and  dragging  staves, 
daftly  calling  the  passing  hours;  but  nobody 
listened  to  them.  Figures  of  men  and  chil- 
dren went  hurriedly  to  and  fro ;  now  and  then 
hoarse  shouts  were  heard  from  trouble  in  the 
streets;  for  both  citizens  and  soldiers  were 
drinking  heavily,  tempers  had  grown  uncertain, 
and  there  was  frequent  fighting  and  crying  for 
the  watch  ;  but  no  one  had  authority,  the  watch 
was  demoralized  and  huddled  in  the  comers 
like  a  flock  of  bewildered  sheep. 

In  the  open  doors  men  stood,  cleaning  match- 
locks, swords,  and  pikes,  and  some  with  un- 
loaded pistols  were  running  from  house  to 
house,  begging  piteously  as  they  went  for  a 
charge  or  two  of  gunpowder.  The  cry  every- 
where was, "  Powder!  powder,in  Heaven's  name, 
or  we  all  are  lost  and  murdered !  "  but  not  a 
grain  of  powder  came  to  answer  their  appeals. 

At  two  o'clock  a  storm  came  up  across  the 
southwest,  with  rolling  masses  of  livid  cloud 
heaped  like  battlements  height  on  height,  and 
with  heavy  thunder  the  rain  poured  down  in 
sheets  across  the  town.  Men  made  no  account 
of  it,  but  with  smoking  torches  ran  splash- 
ing through  the  great  pools  that  flooded  the 
streets.  Bamaby  watched  them  as  they  ran, 
with  their  pallid  faces,  hollow  cheeks,  and  star- 
ing eyes,  coming  here  and  there  swifdy  through 
the  wet  red  light,  distraught,  like  creatures 
driven  from  their  holes  at  night  by  the  falling 
of  a  tree.  The  children  were  crying  every- 
where ;  everything  seemed  strange  and  unreal ; 
restless  activity  never  ceased  nor  lessened  all 
night  long.  The  cocks  crowed ;  the  hounds 
howled  dismally  in  the  kennels;  the  catde  bel- 


lowed in  the  stables.  All  the  town  was  in  dis- 
order; each  was  begging  for  assistance,  none 
was  lending  the  slightest  aid;  all  alike  were 
utterly  helpless,  all  alike  utterly  frenzied.  In 
the  fort  alone  was  order ;  there  each  man  knew 
his  duty.  The  cannoneers  worked  on  the  ram- 
parts all  night  long  in  the  sweat  of  their  brows  ; 
they  earned  their  bread,  though  there  was  none 
with  which  to  repay  their  toil.  The  men  fell 
down  like  dogs  and  slept  in  the  grass  of  the 
battlement-corners,  under  the  benches,  by  the 
walls,  anywhere  for  a  moment.  "  Ach,  Gott ! 
we  must  sleep,"  they  said.  "  We  cannot  work 
alway.  We  will  fight ;  but  let  us  sleep  a  little 
with  one  eye."  And  none  of  them  watched  any 
more  at  all,  for  it  was  a  waste  of  time.  They 
wrought  all  night  without  ceasing,  until  they 
staggered  with  weariness,  and  some  fell  asleep 
as  they  stood  bolt  upright  in  their  places  on 
the  wall;  but,  being  soldiers,  they  endured.  It 
was  only  toward  daybreak,  when  men  were 
tired  out,  that  the  uproar  in  the  city  ceased. 
In  the  half  Hght,  half  darkness  of  the  stormy 
dawn,  silence  fell  upon  the  world,  and  wander- 
ing voices  in  the  lanes  grew  mysterious  and 
strange.  The  night  seemed  to  lurk  and  crouch 
in  the  angles  of  the  walls.  Then  at  last  came 
day. 

The  English  fleet  was  all  astir,  and  the 
English  camps  were  rousing.  The  beating  of 
drums,  the  screaming  of  trumpets,  the  shrill, 
high  calls  of  the  sailormen,  and  the  hoarser, 
heavy  shouting  of  the  soldiery  as  the  troops 
formed,  marched,  and  countermarched  on  the 
shores  to  the  south  of  Brooklyn,  came  on  the 
wind  like  the  distant  sound  of  a  battle  in  a 
valley,  where  one  may  listen  on  the  hills  to  the 
sound  of  an  unseen  conflict,  beyond  sig  it  of  the 
strife,  yet  with  a  choke  in  the  throat  as  one 
hears  the  dire  uproar. 

The  camps  of  the  English  were  stirring  be- 
fore full  dawn  had  come.  Then  the  swift  sun 
sprang  up  across  the  Long  Island  hills  and 
shone  brightly  on  the  bivouac  along  the  water's 
edge.  There  were  few  tents ;  the  most  of  the 
men  had  slept  on  the  open  ground.  The  pale 
smoke  was  still  rising  from  their  half-extin- 
guished camp-fires,  and  the  drums  were  beating 
up  and  down  ;  it  was  seen  that  their  company 
was  gathering  by  Jan  the  Sailor's  house. 
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With  every  passing  moment  the  stir  grew 
more  and  more.  Steel  caps  and  pikes  were 
sparkhng  through  the  pale  steam  arising  from 
the  saturated  array ;  fluttering  banners  began 
to  rise ;  horsemen  by  ones,  twos,  and  threes 
went  galloping  from  camp  to  camp.  Gleaming 
in  the  sunlight,  a  long,  irregular  line  of  steel 
and  banners  came  slipping  over  the  sand-hills 
and  among  the  green  woods,  from  Gravesend 
north  to  the  ferry  where  boats  were  waiting. 

In  the  city  was  a  tumult;  it  was  every  man 
for  himself,  and  nobody  helped  the  weak.  The 
gables  of  the  houses  were  black  with  staring 
men.  The  wind  blew  through  the  open  doors, 
and  no  one  cooked  or  ate  their  breakfast.  The 
cattle  bawled  in  the  cow-sheds  hungrily  and 
in  vain  ;  nobody  barkened  to  them ;  nobody 
counted  the  time. 

Barnaby  had  not  slept  all  night ;  if  any  one 
had  slept,  excepting  the  tired  soldiers,  his  heart 
was  of  stone  or  leather.  Before  the  day  broke 
through  the  dazzling  sky  the  lad  had  been  up 
and  doing;  so,  too,  had  Dorothy.  Her  face 
was  pale,  with  two  red  spots  burning  on  her 
cheek-bones ;  her  eyes  were  dry  and  bright. 

"  The  English  fleet  is  moving,  lad,"  she  said  as 
she  hurried  to  Barnaby's  side.  "  They  will  en- 
gage with  the  fort,  beyond  a  doubt.  The  bur- 
ghers declare  that  they  will  not  fight;  but  the 
Governor  saith  that  he  will,  and  the  soldiers 
aftirm  that  they  will  fire,  if  they  fall  at  the  first 
broadside.  The  cannoneers  are  ordered  to  shoot 
as  soon  as  the  English  frigates  pass  before  the 
fort.  The  English  have  taken  the  '  White  Bear,' 
that  was  lying  below  the  harbor,  and  have  filled 
her  full  of  soldiers  to  aid  in  the  land  attack. 
Mynheer  De  Becker  hath  gone  to  beg  that  they 
will  wait  a  little.  Dost  think  that  he  may 
prevail  ?  " 

Barnaby  simply  shook  his  head  and  turned 
his  face  away. 

Early  in  the  afternoon  Mynheer  De  Becker 
returned.  With  him  were  Mynheer  Van  Ruyter, 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  Cornells  Steenwyck,  the 
Mayor,  in  his  silver-buckled  gown,  and  Jean 
Cousseau,  the  High  Reeve,  with  a  long  clay 
pil^e  in  his  mouth.  There  was  a  white  flag  still 
in  the  bow  of  their  pinnace ;  it  hung  down 
wearily,  and  the  High  Reeve's  pipe  was  full  of 
ashes.     The  English  would  treat  of  nothing  but 


surrender.  There  was  nothing  more  that  the 
Dutch  could  do  but  await  their  destiny. 

Stuyvesant  now  manumitted  his  slaves,  that 
in  case  he  should  be  slain  and  the  city  fall  they 
might  be  free,  not  bond  :  Ascento  Angola, 
Christopher,  Santone,  and  Pieter  Criolie,  Lewis 
Guinea,  Minnis  the  Thin-lipped,  and  Solomon 
Criolie ;  there  were  also  three  negro  women, 
Minna,  Antje,  and  Floris,  the  last  a  slim,  tall 
Kongo  girl  with  a  silver  ring  in  her  nose. 

"  They  are  coming !  "  called  the  gunner. 
'•  They  are  coming !  "  said  the  soldiers.  The 
bell  on  the  church  in  the  fort  rang  out  for  an 
instant  wildly.  Then  all  was  still,  and  the  ships 
of  the  British  squadron  came  majestically  on. 

The  frigates  hod  their  sails  all  set  to  the  last 
white  stretch  of  canvas ;  their  guns  were  all  upon 
one  side,  and  their  double  decks  were  filled. 
Towering  darkly  fore  and  aft,  topheavy,  over- 
gunned,  sunken  deep  with  the  weight  of  their 
cannon,  the  black  mouths  of  their  lower  guns 
were  scarcely  three  feet  from  the  water-line. 
The  rims  of  the  lower  ports  were  wet  with  the 
lifting  of  the  waves,  and  now  and  then  a  dark 
gun  dipped  its  black  throat  full  of  spray  and 
dribbled  its  lip  along  the  sea  like  the  muzzle  of 
a  bull.  Sullen,  sluggish,  towering,  rolling  before 
the  wind,  a  pale  froth  rippling  across  their 
prows  and  a  bubbling  wake  behind  them,  across 
the  green  and  silver  bay  the  British  squadron 
drove  forward  to  the  attack. 

Within  the  fort  had  fallen  a  silence  like  that 
of  death.  On  the  wall  between  two  gabions  the 
Director-General  stood.  He  had  attired  him- 
self in  his  very  best,  as  a  man  who  goes  into  a 
king's  presence;  his  fine  linen  collar  fell  broadly 
across  his  velvet  coat,  and  the  laces  at  his  strong, 
round  wrists  were  blown  about  his  determined 
fingers.  Lengths  of  good  match  had  been 
issued  to  all  the  gunner's  men.  They  lighted 
them  at  the  charcoal-brazier  glowing  in  the 
bastion,  and  took  their  places,  some  flushed, 
some  pale  and  with  set  lips,  as  temperament 
fell,  but  all  determined  to  stand  to  their  guns  and 
to  do  their  duty  or  die.  On  the  southwest  bas- 
tion stood  Jan  Reyndertsen.  beside  the  Director- 
General,  and  with  a  red-hot  touching-iron  in  his 
hand.  Twenty  cannon  were  all  he  had  ;  not 
all  bore  on  the  fleet.  Ninety-four  guns  peered 
gloomily  from  the  jjorts  of  the  English  ships. 
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The  Director-General  looked  at  the  flags  at 
the  prows  of  the  English  frigates.  He  could 
see  the  seamen's  faces  as  they  peered  above  the 
bulwarks.  He  laid  his  hand  on  the  gunner's 
arm.     "  Ready,  Jan  !  "  he  said. 

At  the  prows  of  the  ships  the  English  jack 
upon  its  yellow  staff  looked  like  a  gleaming 
patch  of  blood  against  the  yellow  sails.  The 
crews  were  at  their  quarters;  troops  were  in 
the  waists  of  the  vessels;  powder-boys  with 
buckets  were  darting  about  the  decks.  Suddenly 
across  the  bay  came  the  sharp  roll  of  a  drum. 
Two  ships  had  passed  the  limit  and  were  op- 
posite the  guns.  The  master  gunner  stooped 
and  trained  his  heavy  brazen  cannon. 

"  Make  ready  !  "  said  Stuyvesant,  hoarsely. 

"  Ready,  mynheer,"  said  the  gunner. 

The  captains  of  the  soldiers  upon  the  decks 
of  the  vessels  could  be  clearly  discerned  through 
the  dazzling  light.  "  Ready  !  "  said  Stuyvesant, 
raising  his  hand. 

At  this  instant  the  little  dominie  who  taught 
the  Latin  school,  with  his  son,  who  also  taught 
with  him,  came  running  up  the  rampart.  "Your 
Excellency,  stay  !  "  he  cried.  "  Stay  yet,  your 
Excellency  !  "  His  hair  was  long  and  white, 
and  his  face  was  old  and  seamed  with  care,  but 
mild,  sweet,  and  full  of  pity.  "  Peter  Stuyve- 
sant," he  said  as  he  came  to  the  top  of  the  wall, 
"  as  ye  stand  before  your  God,  look  thou  here!" 
and  he  waved  his  hand  behind  him. 

But  Stuyvesant  looked  at  the  frigates  and  his 
face  was  black  with  anger.  "Trouble  me  not!" 
he  said  bitterly.  "  Art  ready  there,  Reyndert- 
sen  ?  " 

"  Yea,  I  am  ready,"  said  Reyndertsen,  and 
raised  the  match. 

The  little  dominie  caught  the  gunner's  arm. 
"  In  God's  name,  hold  !  "  he  panted.  "  Let  be  ; 
I  must  fire !  "  cried  Reyndertsen,  and  wrestled 
to  be  free.  The  red  sparks  flew  here  and  there 
from  the  match.  The  little  dominie's  hat  fell 
off,  his  loosed  hair  blew  about  his  eyes.  "  Thou 
fool,  let  me  go !  "  cried  the  gunner,  and  struck 
him  across  the  face.  The  younger  dominie 
caught  Stuyvesant's  signal  hand  as  his  father 
.staggered  back.  "  Oh,  mynheer,  mynheer  !  "  he 
cried,  "  remember  the  women  and  the  children  ! 
Their  lives  are  lying  in  the  hollow  of  thine  hand, 
and  in  God's  judgment  thou  shalt  answer  for 


what  thou  hast  done  with  them  here  this  day. 
Remember  the  women  and  the  children  1  " 

"  The  women  and  the  children  ?  "  said  the 
Director-General,  stupidly. 

"  Ay ;  look  thou,  Peter  Stuyvesant !  "  ex- 
claimed the  little  gray  dominie,  and  pointed 
with  his  trembling  hand. 

Face  on  face  was  huddled  in  the  narrow 
covertway  that  lay  between  the  fort-wall  and 
the  half-encompassing  houses  —  faces  that  were 
wild  with  fright,  lips  turned  ashy  gray  :  mothers 
leaning  tremblingly  on  the  shoulders  of  tall 
sons;  old  men  wringing  helpless  hands  and 
moaning  piteously;  while  the  children  clung  to 
their  parents'  knees,  imploring  in  innocent  ter- 
ror, sobbing  with  fear  that  was  greater  than 
they  could  understand.  "  Mynheer,"  said  the 
little  gray  dominie,  "  for  us  what  matters  it, 
soon  or  late  ?  We  have  run  our  race  out,  and 
are  prepared  for  death.  But  these  women  and 
these  children ;  dost  hold  the  cup  for  them  ? 
Look  there  !  the  women  and  the  children  !  Re- 
member thou  them  this  day  I  " 

Peter  Stuyvesant  turned  on  the  wall  and 
looked  over  the  narrow  way.  "Ay,  the  women 
and  the  children  !  "  he  said  in  a  dull,  dazed 
way.  Slowly  turning  as  if  he  were  moved  be- 
fore a  sullen  wind  or  by  the  force  of  some  un- 
seen hand,  he  looked  out  across  the  shining 
bay,  over  the  bay  and  into  a  world  which  no 
man  saw  save  he  —  a  world  where  failure  turns 
success,  where  disappointments  lose  their  sting, 
humiliations  never  come,  and  where  the  prom- 
ises of  youth  shall  flower  every  one.  Over  the 
shining  water  he  looked,  over  the  slopes  of 
Long  Island,  where  the  ironweed  was  begin- 
ning to  blow  and  the  blackbirds  to  gather  in 
the  elm-tree  tops.  There  the  slopes  lay,  bright 
with  afternoon,  the  blue  haze  gathering  on  the 
hills,  the  cobwebs  drifting  in  the  sun.  The 
clover  was  growing  brown  in  the  fields,  and 
the  milkweed  raveled  its  faded  bloom;  the 
maize  stood  in  yellow,  floury  tassel,  with  its  silk 
raveling  out  from  the  milky  ears  between  the 
lips  of  the  harsh  green  husk..  The  primrose 
stood  tall  in  the  dusky  wood,  and  from  some- 
where in  a  meadow  came  the  imperfect  second- 
singing  of  meadow-larks,  sweet  but  faint,  the 
broken  shred  of  the  April  call.  He  heard  the 
bleating  of  many  flocks,  the  lowing  of  kine  in 
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dusty  roads ;  one  step  more,  he  heard  the  sing-  the  river-front !  "  he  exclaimed  in  a  choking 
ing  of  reapers  in  happy  fields,  wheat  cut,  bar-  voice.  "  Quick,  forward,  to  the  river  !  The 
ley  mown,  their  laughter  in  many  a  starlit  lane  English  shall  not  land !  "  Leaving  the  fort  be- 
in  a  land  that  was  his 
country's.  A  land  that 
was  his  country's ! 
"  Oh,  my  Father!  "  he 
said  ;  then  he  repeated 
slowly,  "  The  women 
and  the  children,"  and 
once  again,  in  a  dull, 
dazed  way;  then  turn- 
ing suddenly  without 
more  words,  and  with 
a  look  on  his  face  as  if 
he  were  stunned,  he 
came  hurrying  down 
from  the  rampart,  with 
the  two  dominies  run- 
ning at  either  hand, 
touching  his  sleeves, 
the  little  gray-haired 
dominie   praying. 

Jan  Reyndertsen,  the 
master  gunner,  looked 
after  them  as  they  de- 
scended, with  a  strange- 
look  on  his  face ;  then 
he  looked  at  the  people 
huddling  there,  then  at 
the  English  fleet,  threw 
down  his  gun-match  on 
the  rampart,  and  trod 
it  out  under  his  heel. 
"  We  are  sold  !  "  cried 
one  of  the  gun-crew, 
dashing  the  rammer 
down.  Reyndertsen 
turned  with  one  flash  of 
wrath  and  struck  him  in 


"there     was     a    .meeting    of     the     BUKGHERS     I.\     the     STAU     mis     SOIAKE, 
LED    BY     DIRCK     PHILLIPSE,     THE     CARPENTER."       (SEE     PAGE    261.) 


the  mouth.  "Sold?"  he  cried.  "Thou  lying  dog!" 
When  Peter  Stuyvesant  had  come  down  from 
the  wall  and  raised  his  head  again,  he  saw  the 
flags  of  the  Enghsh  ships  in  the  river  beyond 
the  town.  With  a  great  and  hideous  groan  he 
broke  from  those  who  would  have  held  him. 
"My  honor!  oh,  my  honor!"  he  cried;  and  as 
if  he  were  suddenly  going  mad,  he  ran  like  a 
blind  man  tlirough  the  gate.     "To  the  river,  to 

(To  be  i 

Vol.  XXIX.- 34-35. 


hind  him  with  Nicasius  De  Sille,  the  counselor, 
to  bear  the  charge  of  affairs,  he  ran  to  the  front 
of  the  city,  with  perhaps  a  hundred  men,  to 
oppose  the  British  landing. 

But  the  British  made  no  attemitt  to  land; 
they  let  their  anchors  fall,  furled  their  sails, 
piped  all  hands  to  mess,  and  rode  at  their  ease 
on  the  tide ;  for  they  knew  that  victory  was 
theirs  and  that  New  Amsterdam  should  fall. 

ontinncd. ) 


THE  JANUARY    HARVEST. 

The  cutting  and  gathering  of  the  ice  enlivens  these  broad, 
white,  desolate  fields  amazingly.  One  looks  down  upon  the  busy 
.scene  as  from  a  hilltop  upon  a  river  meadow  in  haying  time, 
only  here  the  figures  stand  out  much  more  sharply  than  they  do 


from  a  summer  meadow.  .  .  .  The  best  crop  of  ice  is  an 
early  crop.  Late  in  the  season,  or  after  January,  the  ice  is  apt 
to  get  "sunstruck,"  when  it  becomes  "shaky,"  like  a  piece  of 
poor  timber.  The  sun,  when  he  sets  about  destroying  the  ice, 
does  not  simply  melt  it  from  the  surface  —  that  were  a  slow  pro- 
cess; but  he  sends  his  shafts  into  it  and  separates  it  into  spikes 
and  needles  —  in  short,  makes  kindling-wood  of  it,  so  as  to  con- 
sume it  the  quicker. —  John  Burroughs. 

SKATERS   SWAY   LIKE   HAWKS. 

Some  little  boys  ten  years  old  are  as  handsome  skaters  as  I 
know.  They  sweep  along  with  a  graceful,  floating  motion,  lean- 
ing now  to  this  side,  then  to  that,  like  a  marsh  hawk  beating 
the  bush. —  Thoreau. 


"THE  SPRIGHTLIEST   BIT  OF    LIFE   IN   ALL 
THE  WINTER   LANDSCAPE." 

"  Oh,  yes,  we  know  all  about  that,"  you  ex- 
claim with  an  I-know-what-you're-going-to-say 
expression.  "  We  have  to  be  sprightly  to  keep 
from  freezing,  and,  besides,  skating  is  the  jolliest 
fun  of  the  whole  year.  Don't  we  have  nice  times 
gliding  here  and  there,  playing  tag  and  lots  of 
other  games,  cutting  curves  and  letters  in  the 
ice,  building  bonfires,  watching  the  ice-cutters, 
and  —  and  —  " 

But  wait  a  minute.  I  was  n't  going  to  say  a 
word  about  skating.  You  almost  put  out  of 
mind  what  I  am  going  to  tell  you,  and  certainly 
you  prove  that  William  Hamilton  Gibson  did  n't 
have  you  jolly  skaters  in  mind  when  he  said : 


"  Indeed,  if  I  were  asked  to  name  the  spright- 
liest  bit  of  life  to  be  found  in  all  the  winter 
landscape,  I  think  my  choice  would  have  to  be, 
not  the  mouse,  nor  chickadee,  nor  even  the 
hare,  but  a  dweller  in  the  pond  or  brook,  .  .  . 
the  little  black  whirligig-beetle  known  as  the 
Gyriiius.  They  take  little  account  of  the 
changes  in  the  calendar.  It  is  apparently  sum- 
mer all  the  year  round.  I  fancy  their  idea  of 
the  seasons  must  be  summed  up  simply  as 
'  green  summer '  and  '  white  summer.'  " 

They  surely  put  a  large  amount  of  summer 
into  the  winter,  as  do  some  of  the  common 
flowers  that  bloom  even  under  the  snow.  The 
little  whirligigs  have  none  of  the  sluggishness  of 
the  caterpillars,  thaw-butterflies,  and  other  in- 
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sects  that  we  sometimes  find  mov- 
ing about  in  the  warmest  days  of 
winter.  They  certainly  enjoy  hfe  in 
spite  of  the  cold,  and  are  as  lively  — 
yes,  almost  as  lively  as  you  skaters, 
and  sometimes  ai)pear  to  be  play- 
ing your  games  in  the  thawed  open 
place  in  the  brook,  or  where  the 
ice  has  been  taken  from  tlie  pond. 

We  can  readily  find  them  in  the 
"January  thaw."  Their  whirling 
swarms  have  surprised  many  a  win- 
ter walker,  as  they  surprised  Tho- 
reau.  Under  date  of  January  24, 
1858,  he  wrote  in  his  journal : 

"  I  seeforty  orfiftycirclingtogether 
in  the  smooth  and  sunny  bays  along 
the  brook.  .  .  .  What  a  funny  way 
they  have  of  going  to  bed  !  They 
do  not  take  a  light  and  go  upstairs ; 

w 


'  I  SEE  FORTY  OR  FIFTY  CIRCLING  TOGETHER 
IN  THE  SMOOTH  AND  SUNNY  BAYS  ALONG  THE 
BROOK.'  " 


they    go    below.      Suddenly    it    is 
heels  up  and  heads  down,  and  they 
go  to  their  muddy  bed,  and  let  the 
unresting   stream    flow    over  them 
in   their  dreams.     Sometimes    they 
seem  to  have  a  little  difficulty  in 
making  the  plunge.    Maybe  they  are 
too  dry  to  slip  under.  ...   I  would 
like  to  know  what  it  is  they  commu- 
nicate to  one  another — they,  who  ap- 
pear to  value  each  other's  society  so 
much.    How  many  make  a  quorum  ?    How 
did  they  get  their  backs  polished  so?  " 
It 's  true  that  they  "  do  not  take  a  light  and 
go  upstairs,"  but  as  they  go  "  downstairs  "  they 
take    a   bubble   of   air   under   the   tips   of   their 
black  wing-covers,  that  glistens  like  a  diamond. 
Down,    down    they    go,    till    they    reach    some' 
aquatic  plants,  or  some  sticks  or  leaves   on   the 
bottom,  and  there  they  hold  fast  till  they  again 
come  up   for  their  mazy  ■  games  on   the  surface 
of  the  water. 

I  have  found  it  very  interesting  to  keep  sev- 
' '  SUDDENLY  IT  IS  HEELS  UP  AND  HEADS  DOWN,  AND    eral  lu  an  atjuarium,  and  watch  their  habits  on 

THEY     GO    TO    THEIR     MUDDY    BED,     AND    LET    THE     UNRESTING  ,  ,  i  1  t  A 

STREAM  FLOW  OVER  THEM  IN  THEIR  DREAMS.' "  thc   surfacc    and    among    tne    water-plants,      as 
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HIDDEN   BEAUTY  OF  THE  EVERGREENS. 


the  little  beetles  can  fly,  though  loath  to  do  so 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  it  is  necessary 
to  cover  the  aquarium  with  mosquito-netting, 
cheese-cloth,  or  something  similar. 

The  Gyrinus  not  only  has  an  advantage  over 
most  insects  in  its  active  life  in  winter  and  in 
summer,  but   in   being    adapted    to  air  by  its 


HEAD     OF     GVRINITS. 


(Drawn  from  an  enlarged  view  in  the  microscope.  "  One  pair  of 
large  goggle-like  compound  eyes  under  the  head :  another  pair  of 
smaller  ones  on  the  upper  side  of  the  head") 

wings,  and  to  the  water  by  its  polished  water- 
proof armor  and  by  legs  especially  formed  for 
securing  a  firm  hold  on  the  water. 

One  remarkable  adai)tation  to  this  life  of  air 
and  of  water  is  the  two  distinct  sets  of  eyes. 
There  is  one  pair  of  large  goggle-like  compound 
eyes  under  the  head  ;  another  pair  of  smaller 
ones  on  the  upper  side  of  the  head  keeps  on  the 
watch  for  enemies  in  the  air  or  for  some  young 
naturalists  coming  along  with  a  net.  It  is  very 
difficult  for  us  to  get  near  them,  and  I  presume 
the  big  under-the-water  eyes  tell  equally  well  of 
the  approach  of  a  fish. 

Seeing  both  up  and  down  at  the  same  time, 
enjoying  both  water  and  air  and  all  seasons. 


LEG     OF    GYRINL'S. 

(Photographed  in  a  microscope.  The  flattened,  oar-like  form  and 
the  fringe  of  hairs  give  the  little  animal  a  firm  hold  on  the  water,  so 
it  can  dart  here  and  there  verj-  quickly  and  easily.) 

why  should  n't  they  be  happy  and  sprightly  — 
yes,  almost  as  much  as  you  lively  skaters  ? 


Not  one  word  of  argument  to  the  young 
folks  is   needed  to  prove  the  open  and   well 


LARCH     FROM     NORTHERN     MONTANA. 

known  beauty  of  the  evergreen-trees  —  espe- 
cially at  this  season  of  the  year.  Indoors  we 
have  recently  seen  them,  the  most  beautiful 
objects  of  the  holidays.  Was  there  ever  any- 
thing more  attracdve  than  a  Christmas  tree, 
with  its  golden  lights  among  the  emerald  green 
of  the  branches  ?  How  the  silvery  balls  and 
the  pearly  strings  of  popcorn  glistened  and  be- 


came —  well,  almost  as  bright  as  our  eyes  as 
we  viewed  the  packages  I 

Or  perhaps  out  of  doors  some  of  us  have 
seen  how  true  it  is,  after  the  first  snowfall,  that 

Every  pine  and  fir  and  hemlock 
Wore  ermine  too  dear  for  an  earl. 

The  branches  had  held  all  the  snow  that  fell 
in  that  place.     A  heavy  load  it  was,  as  their 


PITCH     PINE. 
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ki:l>    riNE. 


bowing  down  told  us ;  but  it  was  a  burden  well 
borne  for  the  good  of  others  —  for  the  birds  and 
rabbits  that  enjoyed  the  protected,  cozy  ground 
underneath. 

We  admired  the  Christmas  tree  indoors,  dec- 
orated by  our  grown-up  friends,  and  we  now 
admire,  as  well,  those  out-of-doors  Christmas 
trees  decorated  by  the  snow.  The  snowflakes 
may  well  be  called  nature's  winter  bloom  of 
the  evergreens.  Under  all  conditions,  espe- 
cially in  winter,  the  evergreens  are  beaudful  — 


WHITE    PINE. 


the  microscope  he  arranged  a  camera,  .so  as  to 
photograph  this  enlarged  view  of  the  structure. 
Each  kind  of  evergreen  has  its  own  peculiar 
and  very  interesting  arrangement  of  the  micro- 
sco})ic  cells.  In  nearly  all  there  is  around  the 
center  one  row  thai  looks  somewhat  like  a 
necklace.  Around  the  outside  there  are  a  few 
rows  of  very  small  and  firm  cells,  that  form  a 
kind  of  protective  box  or  cylinder  for  the  softer 
cells  of  the  interior.  Many  other  grown-up 
friends  have,  like   Mr.  Walmsley,  found  these 


perhaps  more  beautiful  than  some  of  us  have 
seen.  There  is  a  hidden  beauty  of  these  slender 
green  leaves.  To  find  it  and  to  show  it  to  us,  one 
of  our  grown-up  friends,  Mr.  W.  H.  Walmsley, 
has  very  carefully  cut  some  of  these  leaves 
square  across  with  a  very  sharp  knife  especially 
adapted  to  this  work.  Then,  from  one  of  the 
cut  ends  he  has  taken  a  very  thin  slice,  and 
viewed  it  flatwise  under  a  microscope.  So  thin 
was  this  tiny  cross-section  that  the  light  could 
pass  readily  through  it.     On  the  upper  end  of 


CALIFORNIA    PINE    (J'lHus  vwnophylla). 

structures  very  mteresting,  and  some  have  made 
collections  of  the  various  kinds. 

Thus  we  learn  that  the  leaves  of  evergreens, 
which  to  the  careless  observer  seem  much 
alike,  are  really  different  from  one  another, 
and  that  the  difterences  are  interesting. 


CALIFORNIA   PINE    (Piuus  Torreyatia). 
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"WE    WILL   WRITE   TO 
ST.    NICHOLAS   ABOUT    IT." 


large  bats  known  as     flying-foxes." 

Maryborough,  Queensland. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  Flying-foxes  area  great  pest 
here.  They  hang  to  the  trees  by  their  claws,  and  some- 
times by  the  hooks  on  their  wings.  As  soon  as  it  is 
dusk  they  come  out  of  the  "  scrub  "  and  fly  over  to 
the  fruit-trees,  and  they  stay  in  the  trees  all  night,  eat- 
ing the  fruit.  They  swing  themselves  before  they  fly. 
They  are  very  peculiar  to  look  at.  They  have  a  head 
like  a  fox,  and  large  wings  of  skin  without  feathers. 
After  they  are  shot  they  do  not  fall,  but  still  hang  there, 
looking  as  if  they  are  alive.  They  stay  all  day  in  the 
scrub,  hanging  to  the  trees,  and  when  men  find  a  camp 
of  them  they  destroy  them.      Your  loving  reader, 

Harry  E.  Aldridge  (age  7). 

About  seventy-five  species  of  these  large  bats 
are  found  in  tropical  countries.  They  eat  fruit, 
and  do  not  eat  insects,  as  do  our  native  smaller 
members  of  the  bat  family.  Most  young  folks 
are  familiar  with  these  smaller  bats  from  seeing 
them  flying  near  electric-lights,  to  which  swarms 
of  insects  also  are  attracted. 

"  Flying-fox "  is  an  especially  appropriate 
name,  because  the  head  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  that  of  a  fox.  This  is  especially  true 
if  this  bat  be  compared  with  the  small  African 
fox  known  as  fennec. 

Flying-foxes  are  very  destructive  on  planta- 
tions of  cocoanuts,  bananas,  and  other  fruits. 
Quite  rightly,  no  one  is  allowed  to  bring  them 
alive  to  this  country ;  for  they  are  voracious 
eaters,  and  consume  and  destroy  a  much  greater 
quantity  of  fruit  than  one  would  suppose  possible. 

In  their  usual  method  of  roosting  in  large 
colonies,  they  give  the  trees  an  appearance  of 
having  a  foliage  of  peculiar  large,  dark-colored 
leaves. 


AFRICAN    FOX    KNOWN    AS   FENNEC. 

The  head  of  this  fox  is  closely  resembled  by  that  of  the 
large  bat  known  as  "flying-fox." 


THE    FLYING-FOX. 

A  large  bat,  named  from  the  fo.\-Iike  shape  of  the  head. 


kept  a  bird     restaurant." 

Ironton,  Col. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  have  enjoyed  you  very  much. 
I  am  eleven  years  old,  and  am  spending  the  winter  with 
my  father  and  mother  and  little  sister  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains. 

We  are  at  an  altitude  of  ten  thousand  feet.  I  want  to 
tell  you  about  the  birds  we  have  here. 

I  read  in  a  paper  about  a  man  who  kept  a  restaurant 
for  the  birds ;  so  my  sister  and  I  have  tried  to  have  one. 

This  morning  we  tied  some  pieces  of  mutton  suet 
together,  and  climbed  up  a  ladder  and  fastened  them  with 
a  stout  string  to  the  limbs  of  some  aspen-trees  near  our 
house.  After  we  came  down  a  bird  called  the  camp-bird 
came.  The  camp-bird  is  a  beautiful  gray,  and  about  as 
large  as  a  dove.  Then  the  blue  jay  came,  and  the  magpies, 
the  red-headed  woodpecker,  and  the  dear  little  chickadees. 

Another  bird  came  whose  name  I  do  not  know.  The 
color  of  its  body  is  gray ;  its  wings  and  tail  are  black  on 
top  and  white  underneath ;  its  bill  is  black  and  much 
longer  than  the  bills  of  the  other  birds.  Perhaps  you 
can  tell  me  its  name.  We  sometimes  see  another  gray 
bird,  larger  than  a  robin,  whose  head  and  breast  are  a 
beautiful  Indian  red.  His  mate  is  just  like  him,  except 
that  her  head  and  breast  are  yellow.  It  is  a  beautiful 
sight  to  see  them  feeding,  and  they  are  quite  tame  and 
do  not  seem  afraid  of  us.  We  intend  to  feed  them 
through  the  winter.  I  would  very  much  like  to  have 
you  print  my  letter. 

From  your  new  friend.         Amy  Louise  Fry. 

Your  first-mentioned  unknown  bird  is  the 
northern  shrike,  called  also  the  butcher-bird. 
Its  bill  resembles  that  of  a  hawk,  and  foot  that 
of  a  sparrow.  It  has  a  queer  custom  of  fasten- 
ing its  prey,  usually  mice  or  small  birds,  on  a 
thorn  or  in  the  crotch  of  a  small  branch,  tearing 
ofif  the  flesh  like  a  hawk. 

Your  other  gray  bird  is  the  pine-grosbeak, 
which  is  very  gentle  and  easily  made  a  pet  in  a 
cage.  They  eat  chiefly  the  seeds  of  evergreen- 
trees,  and  various  berries  and  buds. 
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SUGGESTIONS  FOR   USING  A  "SIMPLE 
MICROSCOPE." 

The  "  simple  microscopes  "  to  be  distributed 
'*  to  the  six  young  folks  who  will  most  appreci- 
ate and  best  use  them,"  so  far  as  could  be  de- 
cided by  the  letters  received  by  this  department, 
have  been  awarded  to  the  writers  of  the  six 
letters  from  which  the  following  are  extracts. 
The  suggestions  of  the  prize-winners  will  doubt- 
less be  of  aid  to  other  young  folks. 

on  the  hillside  and  at  the  sea-shore. 

Cai.iknte,  Kern  Co.,  Cal. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :   ...  To  go  out  on  a  hillside 
with  one   of  tliese  useful  microscopes,  and    to   pick   a 

flower  for  the  purpose  of 
studying  it,  may  seem 
entirely  unnecessary  to 
some  people.  It  is,  how- 
ever, not  only  a  pleasure 
but  a  duty  to  all  nature- 
lovers,  for  everybody 
should  take  great  care  to 

PEACH     BLOSSOM      CUT     LENGTH-    .  *' 

WISE  TO  SHOW  ARRANGEMENT  OF     dcvelop  sucli  3.  bcautiful 
''*''^^'  talent  as  nature-loving. 

Pull  a  flower  to  pieces ;  observe  through  the  micro- 
scope the  shape,  lint,  and  texture  of  the  corolla.     Notice 


THE    VARIOUS     FORMS    OF     STAMENS    ARE     ESPECIALLY    BEAUTIFUL 
WHEN     VIEWED    BY    AID    OF    A     SIMPLE     MICROSCOPE. 

the  formation  of  the  calyx.  Study  the  powder  on  the 
anthers.  Break  or  cut  the  pistil,  and  examine  the 
ovules  (and  their  arrangement),  that  will  become  seeds. 
Then  the  plant  as  a  whole  is  to  be  studied.  Take 
almost  any  common  plant,  shrub, 
or  tree.  Look  through  the  micro- 
scope at  a  single  leaf,  and  study  the 
veins,  or  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  stem  or  branches, 
besides  many  other  wonders.  In 
doing  this  you  soon  perceive  that 

,  STAMENS  LIKE  FAIRIES 

botany  is  very  interesting.     If  you     dancing  in  a  circle. 


SOME     queer     FORMS 
OF    PISTILS. 


smallbranches  may 
be  cut  across  and 
lengthwise   to  show 


are  by  the  sea,  you  Can  study  the 
wonders  of  the  sea,  with  or  without 
the  microscope.  Take  the  advan- 
tage of  a  receding  wave  to  seize  a 
streamer  of  seaweed  that  is  left  on 
the  beach  from  the  wave;  you  might 
easily  take  a  strip  of  the  seaweed 
which  lies  on  the  dry  sand,  but  fresh 
seaweed  would  be  the  best. 

Among  minerals,  there  are  agate, 
gold  and  silver,  copper,  brass,  iron, 
and  zinc.  If  you  pick  up  a  rock 
containing  gold  to  see  it  more 
plainly,  take  a  microscope  to  aid 
you.  Then  in  the  rock,  apparently 
smooth  to  your  naked  eye,  appear 
small  crevices  in  which  you  see 
lumps  of  gold,  prol)ably  as  tiny  as 
a  very  fine  needle  point,  but  looking  as  large  as  a  pin- 
head  through  the  microscope.  Do  the  same  with  the 
other  minerals,  and  you  gain  a 
great  deal  of  information. 

An  ant  is  a  very  interesting 
study,  and  so  is  the  aphis,  the  lit- 
tle creature  that  serves  the  ant  for 
a  cow.  When  the  ant  is  under 
the  microscope,  you  can  observe 
the  shape  of  its  body,  head,  legs, 
and  its  antennae,  besides  many 
other  curious  features.     The  aphis 

..  ARRANGEMENT  OF  PITH, 

reveals  many  queer  habits  if  you    wood,  bark,  etc 

observe  it  when  eating.     In  shape 

it  is  somewhat  long  and  oval,  and  its  color  either  dark 

brown,  red,  or  light  green.  If  you  watch  it  closely,  you 
will  find  that  it  has  a 
slender  tube  on  its  back. 
Touch  this  tube  lightly 
and  a  clear,  crystal-like 
dew  issues.  This  is  called 
the  hcney-dew,  and  the 
ants  prize  it  very  highly. 
Another  queer  creature 
to  observe  is  the  silk- 
worm. Place  its  eggs 
under  the  glass,  and  peep 
through.  An  odd  sight 
will  greet  your  surprised 

gaze.     From  several  eggs  silkworms  will  be  seen,  with 

their  black  heads  apparently  peering  out  of  the  shells. 
There  is  the  fly  with 

his    gauzy   wings,  the 

leaves     of    trees,    the 

ladybug,  the   difi"ereiit 

kinds     of     moss,     all 

kinds  of  minerals,  hor- 
nets,  bugs,   and,   best 

of  all,    the    vegetable. 

The    vegetable !     You 

think  I  mean  a  single 

kind  of  vegetable?   Oh, 


BIT  OF  SEAWEED 
THE  BEACH. 


THE  BANDED  SIKUUIURE  OF  AGATE 
IS  VERY  BEAUTIFUL. 
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THE  MARKINGS  AND  COLORS 
OF  SHELLS  ARE  VIEWED  TO 
BEST  ADVANTAGE  BV  AID  OF 
A   SIMPLE    MICROSCOPE. 


no.  I  mean  the  bean,  the 
potato,  the  tuinip,  the  carrot, 
and  many  more.  In  the  vege- 
table you  can  study  the  parts, 
examine  them  through  the 
microscope,  and  draw  them. 
Also  examine  your  collec- 
tion of  shells. 
Mary  H.  Ryan  (age  11). 


insect  and  plant  structure. 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  .  .  .  I  would  take  off  a  potato- 
bug's  shell-like  outer  wings  and  see  his  red  wings  that 
look  like  silk.  You  can  hardly  believe  they  are  there 
unless  you  have  seen  them.  I  would  like  to  see  the 
fly's  foot  and  ascertain  how  it  is  that  he  can  crawl  on 
the  ceiling  and  not  fall  off.  It  would  be  great  fun  to  see 
his  large,  compound  eyes.  I  should  get  a  nice  thick 
blade  of  grass  and  carefully  examine  it.  A  microscope 
would  be  very  useful  in  distinguishing  the  different 
species  of  moss.  And  I  think 
it  would  be  a  great  pleasure, 
here  in  this  region  of  lakes,  to 
put  a  mosquito  under  the  mi- 
croscope. I  would  put  a  dan- 
delion under  the  microscope 
and  see  the  many  small  flowers 
that  make  up  the  blossom.  It 
would  be  a  great  help  in  exam- 
ining the  fossil  stones  of  which 
there  are  so  many  near  St. 
Paul.  It  would  be  so  nice  to 
see  the  root  of  a  hair,  and  the 
little  scales  of  which  each  hair 
is  made  up.  The  pores  in  the 
skin  would  be  of  interest  to  me. 
The  other  things  that  would  be 
of  interest  to  me  are,  a  silk- 
worm spinning  his  thread,  a  butterfly,  the  stamens  and 
pistils  of  flowers,  honeycomb  cell,  a  wasp's  nest,  a 
spider's  web,  and  I  would  also  give  an  ant  some  sugar 
and  watch  him  carry  it.     Yours  very  sincerely, 

Ruth  M.  vox  Dorn  (age  13). 


BEE  S     LEG. 

(As  seen  by  the  aid  of  a 
microscope.  Shows  the  flat 
surface  fringed  with  stiff 
hairs  for  carrying  pollen  for 
the  so-called  "bee-bread" 
for  the  baby  bees.  Bees 
may  be  easily  obtained  in 
warm  days  in  winter  ) 


'45r 


PAINTED-LADY    BUTTERFLY. 

Nearly  all  butterflies  have  beautiful  wings.  A  pocket-microscope 
brings  out  the  color  patterns  to  best  advantage.  Examine  those  in 
your  collection.     Note  the  arrangement  of  the  scales. 


through  the  forest  and  by  the  lakeside. 

Corona,  Cal. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  ...  If  I  had  a  microscope 
the  first  thing  I  would  like  to  do  would  be  to  take  a 
walk  through  the  woods  to  a  pond  or  lake.  On  the 
way  I  would  like  to  look  at  the  cells  of  plants  and  fruits, 
also  the  skin  on  fruits,  and  the  bark  of  plants  and  trees. 
I  would  like  also  to  look  at  the  different  parts  of  flowers. 

Then  when  I  got  down  to  the  lake  I  would  look  at 
the  different  parts  of  ferns,  mosses,  and  lichens  that 
grew  on  or  near  the  bank.  And  then  I  'd  get  some  sedi- 
ment and  look  at  the  plant  and  animal  forms  in  it.  On 
the  way  home  I  would  catch  some  butterflies  and  look  at 
the  scales  on  their  wings,  and  I  would  get  some  other 
insects,  especially  small  ones,  and  look  at  their  heads, 
"  tongues,"  and  legs. 

Then  when  I  got  home  I  would  catch  a  fly  and  look  at 
its  eye.  I  think  it  would  be  interesting  to  look  through 
a  microscope  at  brown  sugar,  moldy  bread,  and  some 
down  from  a  pillow  ;    also  fish-scales,   and  a   sponge. 


ALL  FEATHERS  UNDER  THE  POCKET-MICROSCOPE  SHOW  BEAU- 
TIFUL STRUCTURE,  AND  SOME  SHOW  INTERESTING  AND  VARIED 
MARKINGS. 

When  I  am  at  the  seaside  I  would  enjoy  looking  at  shells 
and  seaweed  through  a  microscope. 
Yours  hopefully, 

Holland  F.  Burr  (age  9). 

ON    ANY    outing. 

Phi  Kappa  Psi  House,  Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  .  .  .  I  should  hke  very  much 
to  have  a  microscope.  It  would  be  so  nice  to  have  even 
a  small  one  to  take  with  me  when  I  go  out  for  a  drive,  a 
picnic,  a  wheel-ride,  or  a  walk  in  the  woods  and  fields. 
With  a  microscope  one  can  come  nearer  to  really  seeing 
what  things  are  like  and  what  they  are  made  of.  One 
day  last  spring  I  went  out  with  a  party  of  young  people 
for  a  morning  in  the  woods.  Mr.  Howe,  the  gentleman 
who  went  with  us,  knows  a  good  deal  about  nature  and 
science.  After  we  had  been  there  a  few  minutes,  he  sat 
down  on  a  stump,  and  taking  out  a  pad  and  pencil,  told 
us  we  could  have  a  race  to  see  who  could  see  the  most 
things,  and  who  had  the  brightest  eyes.  We  all  scat- 
tered, but  were  soon  back  with  specimens.  Then  he 
wrote  our  names,  one  on  each  page  of  the  tablet,  and 
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under  it  made  a  list  of  the  tilings  brought.      Among 
other    things    were    11    few    scraps    of    fungus,    some 
beetle-chips,    and    a    few     pebbles. 
I  examined  these  with  Mr.  Howe's 
microscope.     The  under  side  of  the 
fungus   looked    like  a  tiny   piece  of 
fine   honeycomb.      Tlie    beetle-chips 
had  holes  all  through  them,  and  the 
]iebbles  had  glacier-marks  on  them. 
If  I  had  a  microscope  I  should  keep 
a  note-book,  and  write    about   what 
I  saw  that  was  new  and  curious. 
Your  interested  reader, 
Rachel  Rhoades  (age  12). 


SIDE  VIEW,  MAC.NI- 
FIED,  OF  COMPOUND 
EYE   OF    HOUSEFLY. 


the  microscope  indoors. 

Mound  City,  Mo. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  As  far  back  as  I  can  remem- 
ber, I  have  usually  spent  part  of  Sunday  looking  at 
something  through  the  microscope.  Sometimes  it  was 
flowers  ;  other  times  it  was  seeds,  leaves,  stones,  insects, 
or  anything  we  could  find.  Mama  saved  things  for  the 
winter,  like  shells  or  dried  grasses.  Lately  I  have 
learned  the  names  of  the  parts  of  flowers,  and  that  lias 
helped  me.  A  short  time  ago  I  noticed  all  the  flowers 
that  have  spurs,  such  as  the  larkspur,  balsam,  pansy, 
nasturtium,  and  violet.  But  I  am  most  pleased  with  the 
beauty  of  the  centers  of  all  flowers.  Some  common 
kinds  have  centers  even  more  beautiful  than  the  center 
of  the  water-lily. 

I  was  much  interested  last  fall  in  gathering  seeds. 
Through  the  microscope  we  could  see  their  shapes  and 
markings  better  than  by  the  naked  eye.  The  colors  and 
shapes,  both  in  the  seed  and  in  the  pods,  were  very  in- 
teresting. Some  of  the  partitions  that  divided  the  pods 
were  like  beautiful  fine  lace.  Some  of  the  pods  had  over 
two  hundred  seeds.  I  wish  some  of  your  young  readers 
would  look  at  the  prickles  of  the  cockle-bur.  They  are 
like  tiny  fish-hooks.  No  wonder  they  catch  on  every- 
thing !  Mama  has  a  collection  of  small  shells,  and  we 
have  looked  at  each  one  through  the  glass.  Some  are 
as  small  as  a  sweet-pea  seed,  but  each  is  beautiful  in  its 
marks  and  colors.  The  leaves  of  plants  are  very  beauti- 
ful, and  I  have  learned 
much  about  their  veins 
and  tissues,  each  kind 
of  leaf  showing  a  dif- 
ferent pattern.  Once 
I  tried  to  look  at  some 
snowflakes,  but  they 
melted  too  quickly.  I 
believe  I  would  have 
to  write  a  book  if  I 
told  all  I  have  discov- 
ered with  our  small  mi- 
croscope. 1  am  mak- 
ing a  collection  01 
beetles  and  other  in- 
sects. I  have  a  beau- 
tiful sphinx-moth,  but- 


VARIOUS    FORMS   OF    ANTENNA. 

(Shows  position  on  head  of  a  firefly 
of  the  two  thread-Hkc  "notched" 
antennae,  also  enlarged  views  of  pecu- 
liar forms  of  antennae  from  other  in- 
sects. All  are  easily  seen  by  aid  of  a 
pocket-microscope. ) 


terflies,  and  grasshop- 
pers. One  of  the  boys 
found  a  giant  bug  just 
like  your  picture  in  the 
July  number.  We  did 
not  know  its  name  till 
we  read  the  article. 

Mama  says  the  great- 
est truth  I  have  learned 
is  that  the  more  closely 
we  look  at  nature  the 
more   beautiful   it   is ; 
but   with   man's  work 
it  is  far  different. 
Your  devoted  reader, 
David  J.  Donnan 
(age  II). 


vinegar-eels. 

Madisonville,  Ohio. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  .  .  .  One  may  see  with  a 
simple  microscope  the  wings,  the  feelers  or  antennae, 
the  eyes,  legs,  and  feet,  the  sting,  and  many  other  parts 
of  many  of  the  larger  insects.  One  of  these  glasses  also 
aids  in  the  viewing  of  small  animals,  from  the  vinegar- 
eel  to  the  tadpole,  and  the  parts  of  many  of  the  larger 
animals.  I  have  seen,  with  a  compound  microscope, 
vinegar-eels  magnified  one 
hundred  diameters, or  a  thou- 
sand times  ;  they  have  mark- 
ings on  their  backs.  They 
are  visible  with  the  unaided 
eye,  and  appear  about  one 
sixteenth  of  an  inch  long, 
small,  semi-opaque,  hair-like 
eels.  They  are  to  be  found 
in  all  commercial  vinegar. 

G.  R.  Hughes  (age  14). 


VINEGAR-EEL    GREATLY 
MAGNIFIED. 


BREAD    MOLD. 

(Your  microscope  may  not  find  this 
form,  but  it  will  reveal  others  equally 
interesting.) 


Other  very  valuable  suggestions  were  made 
by  the  following : 

Berta  M.  Bennett,  Willis,  Mass. —  insects,  bark,  and 
snow  crystals. 

George  Polk,  Bushong,  Ky. —  earthworms  and  sing- 
ing apparatus  of  cicada. 

Henry  Goldman,  414  E.  77th  St.,  New  York,  and 
Walter  E.  Ealy,  Kingman,  Ariz. —  various  minerals. 

John  McBean  Neil,  Mount  P'lorida,  Glasgow,  and  Fred 
H.  Lahee,  Brooklinc,  Mass. —  extended  lists  of  plant 
and  insect  life. 

Herbert  .Martin,  Park  Ridge,  111.— water  algte  and 
protective  organs  of  insects,  such  as  stings,  etc. 

Rita  Comacho,  Montclair,  N.  J.— horsehair,  cotton, 
wood  fiber,  and  various  kinds  of  cloth. 

1).  F.  Butter,  Berwick,  Me.— insect  wings,  parts  of 
flowers,  and  minerals. 


THE 

ST. 

NICHOLAS 

LEAGUE 

FOR 


JANUARY.  U 


■'HEADING     FOR    JANUARY." 


GEKTRl'DE     CROSLAND,     AGE     15. 


Now  that  the  year  is  nearly  done, 

Good  cats  and  dogs  and  children,  too, 

Will  turn  their  backs  on  nineteen  one 
And  look  for  nineteen  two. 


These  lines  don't  really  mean  that  we  should  forget 
good  old  nineteen  one,  and,  in  fact,  when  you  come  to 
read  them  over  carefully,  they  dont  seem  to  mean  much 
of  anything,  but  they  were  suggested  by  the  above  very 
nice  drawing,  that  might  have  taken  a  prize  if  it  had 
been  on  the  right  subject,  which  was  "  Holly  and  Mis- 
tletoe," while  if  there  is  any  holly  and  mistletoe  in  this 
drawing  it  must  be  out  of  sight  somewhere,  and  maybe 
has  been  hidden  by  the  very  nice  dogs  for  the  very  nice 
cats  to  stand  under  when  the  holiday  games  begin  ;  and 
this  is  the  longest  sentence  the  League  editor  can  write, 
and  does  n't  mean  much  more  than  the  poem,  though 
the  poem  means  as  much  as  the  picture,  or  the  editor 
could  n't  have  written  the  poem  about  the  picture,  and 
anyway  it  's  a  very  nice  picture,  as   he  may  have  said 
once  before  and  may  say  again  before  he  gets  done  with 
this  sentence,  and  it  makes  a  very  nice  heading  for  the 
League   department,   for   which   some 
members  are  all  the  time  writin 
just  such  nice  long  sentences 
as  this,  and  don't  seem  to 
be  able  to  get  to  the 
end  of  them,  or  to 
mean    any    more 
when   they  do 
get  to  the  end 
than  this  sen- 
tence    when 
the     League 
editor  gets  to 
the  end  of  it, 
which  he  will 
some  time,  if 
he  has  to  go 
back  and  tie  it 
to     the     begin- 
ning, and  maybe 
write  another  poem 
that    does    n't    mean 
what  it  says  or  much  of 
anything  else  about  the  pic- 
ture, which  is  a  very  nice  picture, 
as  before  remarked,  and  might  have 
taken  a  prize  if  it  had  been  on  the     "autumn  sports, 
right   subject,   which  was    "  Holly  ^^'^'■°  ^^'^'^^^ 


New  Editor"  instead  of  "  Happy  New  Year,"  and  all 
the  nice  poems  about  "  Good-by,  Old  Year,"  would 
mean  "  Good-by,  Old  Editor,"  and  all  the  good  cats'  and 
dogs'  and  children's  backs  would  be  turned  on  him,  and 
he  would  be  sorry  he  ever  saw  the  picture  and  wrote  a 
poem  that  did  n't  mean  what  he  said  or  much  of  any- 
thing else,  though  it  is  a  very  nice  picture,  and  might 
have  taken  a  prize  if  it  had  been  on  the  right  subject, 
which  was  "  Holly  and  Mistletoe,"  while  if  there  is  any 
— but,  dear  me!  dear  me!  here  we  are  on  the  third  time 
around  and  no  getting-off  place,  and  no  way  to  stop  ex- 
cept with  a  great  big,  hearty  Happy  New  Year  from  a 
Happy  Old  Editor  who  has  run  his  sentence  plump  into 
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In  making  the  prize  awards,  contributors'  ages  are 
considered. 

Verse.    Cash  prize.  Marguerite  M.  Hillery  (age  14), 
105  W.  77th  St.,  New  York  City. 

Gold  badge,  Florence  L.  Bain  (age  16),  care  H.  L. 
Bain,  Dept.    Public   Charities,    Ft.   E.   26th    St.,   New 
York  City. 

Silver  badges,  S.  R.  MacVeagh 
(age  13),  care  Charles  Mac- 
Veagh, 40  E.   74th  St., 
New  York  City,  Ma- 
bel Stark  (age  12), 
Sawkill,         Pike 
Co.,    Pa.,    and 
Therese      H. 
McDonnell 
(age  9),  609 
N.    17th  St., 
Philadelphia, 
Pa. 

Prose.  Gold 
badges,  Mar- 
garet     Hyde 
Beebe        (age 
12),    La    Mas- 
cotte,     Montagi- 
bert,      Lausanne, 
Switzerland,        and 
Gretchen     Rupp    (age 
'4)>  359  W.  34th  St.,  New 
\'ork  City. 
Silver  badges,  Frederick  D.  Sew- 
BY  HUGO  GRAF,  AGE  13.      jjrd  (age  13),  4Childs  Block,  Bing- 
hamton,  N.  Y.,  and  Francis  Marion 


and  Mistletoe,"  while  if  there  is  any  holly  and  mistletoe  Miller    (age    9),   888    Greene    Ave.,   Brooklyn,   N.   Y 

—  but  here  he  is  really  repeating  himself,  which  he  must  Dr.wving.      Gold  badges.  Melton  R.  Owen  (age  14), 

not  do,  or  it  will  be  time  there  was  a  new  editor  instead  64  Grove   St.,   Brooklyn,   N.  Y.,  and  William  E.  Hill 

of  a  new  year,  and  then  folks  would  be  saying  "  Happy  (age  14),  410  Grand  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 


ST.    NICHOLAS    LEAGUE. 


275 


Silver  badges,  Yvonne  Jequier  (age  16),  Faubourg  du 
Cret  5,  Neucliatcl,  Switzerland,  and  Lois  1).  Wilcox 
(age  12),  Norfolk  Road,  Euclid  Heights,  Cleveland,  O. 

I'HOTOC.UAriiY.  Gold  badge,  Hugo  Graf  (age  13), 
4545  N.  I^Lirket  St.,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Silver  badges,  Helen  Dickinson  (age  13),  Garvanza 
Sta.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  and  John  L.  Langhorne  (age 
14),  754  Selhy  Ave.,  St.  Paul,  .Minn. 

\Vii.i)-.\.MMAi.  .AND  Blui)  riioroi'.K.Miiv.  First 
prize,  "  Moose,"  by  Morris  Pratt  (age  15),  241  Clinton 
Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  V.  Second  prize,  "  Yellowstone 
Bears,"  by  Lily  C.  Worthington  (age  16),  Francis  Lane, 
Walnut  Hills,  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Third  prize,  "  Young 
Sea-mew,"  by  Louis  Grandgent  (age  13),  107  Walker 
St.,  Cambridge,   Mass. 

Puzzi,K-M.\Ki.N(;.  Gold  badge,  Gertrude  Helen  Schir- 
mer  (age  12),  117  E.  35th  St.,  New  York  City.  Silver 
badge,  Roger  E.  Chase,  Jr.  (age  14),  444  St.  Helen's 
Ave.,  Tacoma,   Wash. 

PfZzi.E-ANSWKRs.  Gold  badge,  Olive  R.  T.  Griffm 
(age  II),  Lock  Box  184,  Rockport,  Mass. 

Silver  badges,  Edgar  Whitlock  (age  12),  694  Putnam 
Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Harriet  F.  Seaver  (age  16), 
I  W.  92nd  St.,  New  York  City. 

GOOD-BY,   OLD  YEAR. 

by  marguerite  m.  hillerv 
(age  14). 

{Cash  Prize.) 
The  minutes  are  flying,  the  old  year 
is  dying, 
The  time  will  soon  come  \\hen  the 
old  clock  will  chime, 
\Vhen  the  year,  bent  and  gray,  will 
pass  quickly  away. 
And  the  new  year  will  come  in  the 
footprints  of  time. 

Old  year,  you  will  go  as  you  came,  in 
the  snow ; 
For  that  emblem   of  childhood    is 
waiting  for  all ; 
And  when  in  old  age  you  will  pa>s 
from  life's  stage. 
The  snowflakes  will  cover  the  place 
where  you  fall. 

For  many  you  hold   what   is   dearer 
than  gold ; 
We  will  never  forget  you,  although 
you  have  fled. 
For  the  new  year   is    here,  and    so 
good-by,  old  year ; 
We  will  number  you  now  with  the  years  that  are  dead. 

DONALD'S    DREAM    THE    NIGHT 
BEFORE    CHRISTMAS. 

{A  play /or  Utile /oiks.) 
BY   GRETCHEN    RUI'P   (AGE    I4). 
{Gohi  Bacf,i,r,^.) 
Scene  I.     Child's  room  with  l)ed  in  one  corner  hold- 
ing sleeping  boy. 

Suddenly  an  Elf,  dressed  in  furs,  steps  out  of  the 
fireplace,  looks  around,  and  then  advances  softly  toward 
sleeping  child.  Peeps  under  cover,  then  runs  back  to 
fireplace.     Calls  softly  up  the  chimney  : 

"  Here  is  a  little  boy 

Who  seems  to  be  good  ; 
Come  down,  and  bring  with  you 
A  coat  and  a  hood." 


Another  Elf,  dressed  in  same  manner,  appears  in  the 
fireplace,  carrying  a  fur  coat  over  arm. 

Running  t<j  the  bed,  they  dress  Donald  in  the  furs, 
and  then  carry  him  to  the  fireplace  and  disappear  up  the 
^^'''""^•y-  Curtain. 

ScKNi".     II.       Open    space    in    snow-covered    wood. 

House   on    hill    in   the   distance.      Many   little   fur-clad 

Elves  singing  and  dancing,  with  Dcmald  in  their  midst. 

Donald  {aioakeuiug,   looks  around,  T'crv  miicli   siir. 

prised).     Where  am  I? 

Elves  {unanimously). 

W^e  thought  you  had  been  good. 

And  so  we  brought  you  here 
To  this  distant  northern  wood 
To  Santa  and  his  deer. 

D.  {looking  around).     Where  is  he? 

Elves.  In  that  little  house 

On  yonder  hill ; 
He  is  making  toys 
Your  stocking  to  fill. 

D.  {eagerly).      Oh,  take  me  there,  please! 


AUTUMN     SPORTS 


BY   JOHN    L.    LANGHORNE,    AOE    I4.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 

Elves,  forming  together,  carry  Donald  toward  the 
liO"^t'.  Curtain. 

Scene  III.  Room  in  log-cabin,  littered  with  toys, 
and  illuminated  by  tall  candles  on  table  in  corner  at 
which  -Santa  Claus  is  sitting,  busily  making  toys. 

Enter  Ehes  -witli  Donald. 
Santa  Claus  {turning  round). 

W^ell,  now,  who  bring  you  here 
At  the  busiest  time  of  the  year? 

Elves.         \Ye  bring  this  little  boy, 

Who  has  been  good  all  year. 
And  so  now  has  the  joy. 

Of  seeing  you  and  your  deer. 

Santa  Claus  takes  Donald  on  his  knee,  and  asks  him 
what  things  he  would  like  for  Christmas. 
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autumn  sports.       by  h 
(silver 


D.  Oh,  I  would  like  a  pair 
of  skates, 
And  then  a  baseball  and 
a  bat, 
And  then  a  great  big  bag 
of  dates, 
And    last    a    great    big 
sleigh  like  that. 

[Points  to  toboggan. 

S.  C.  If  by  the  time  I  reach 
your  house 
I    have    those    toys    for 
which  you  're  wishing, 
And  you  're  asleep,  still  as 
a  mouse, 
I  '11  drop  them  all  into 
your  stocking. 
D.  Except  the  sleigh. 
S.  C.  {laughing). 
Yes,  except  the  sleigh. 
But  now  I  must  away. 
And  fill  the  stockings   of 

the  rich  and  poor, 
Till  none  will  hold  a  pres- 
ent more. 
Santa    Claus    goes    out 
with   bag   of    toys,    and    is    heard   calling   to   reindeer. 
Elves  then  carry  Donald  out  of  house  on  their  shoul- 
ders, waving  hands  to  audience. 
Curtain. 

THE  CLOSING  YEAR. 

BY   FLORENCE  L.    BAIN  (AGE    l6). 

{Gold  Badge.) 
Oh,  brave  old  year,  thou  soon  must  close, 
For  wild  and  loud  the  north  wind  blows. 
The  sky  is  gray. 
'T  was  but  a  few  short  months  ago 
That  nineteen  one  tripped  o'er  the  snovi'. 

On  New  Year's  Day. 
We  greeted  thee  with  songs  and  cheers. 
Thou  youngest  of  a  hundred  years, 

In  all  thy  pride. 
From    darkness     Hope,    full-armored, 

sprang ; 
Our  hearts  awoke,  the  sweet  bells  rantr. 
The  north  wind  sighed. 

Ah,  gray  old  year  of  nineteen  one. 
Thy  silent  watcli  will  soon  be  done, 

For  swift  and  white 
The  whirling  snow  flies  o'er  the  eartli 
To  tell  thee  of  the  new  year's  birth  ; 

Farewell  to-night ! 

A  CHRISTMAS  TREE'S  DREAM. 

IIY    FREDERICK    D.   SEWARD    (AGE    I3). 

{Sik'er  Badge.) 

I  AM  a  Christmas  tree.  Once  I  had 
a  dream  that  had  a  very  bad  beginning 
and  a  very  nice  ending. 

I  dreamed  that  I  had  been  chopped 
down,  and  was  trimmed  ready  for  Christmas  day  to  come. 

I  was  feeling  very  fine,  thinking  of  all  the  children  that 
I  would  make  happy,  when  tlie  door  opened,  and  in 
came  some  creatures  and  a  teacher,  walking  very  sol- 
emnly in  single  file. 

The  creatures  were  just  like  children,  but  I  don't  think 
they  were,  because  they  were  so  very,  very  clean.      I 


could  n't  see  even  a  speck 
of  dirt  on  any  of  them. 
And  they  had  so  many 
study-l:)ooks.  Each  one 
had  aljout  fifteen.  They 
looked  at  me  wonderingly. 
Then  one  of  them  asked 
the  teacher  what  1  was. 

"That,"  said  the  teacher, 
"  is  an  object  called  a 
Christmas  tree.  Wicked 
parents  purchase  them  for 
their  children.  Then  the 
children  waste  about  half 
a  day  in  having  what  they 
call  a  good  time.  Think 
of  it,  wasting  half  a  day 
when  they  might  employ 
it  in  studying!  Oh,  it  's 
more  than  I  can  bear!" 

At  this  time  all  the  crea- 
tures and  the  teacher  gave 
a  long  groan. 

"  Now  let  us  destroy  it," 
said  the  teacher. 

' '  Yes,  yes !  "  cried  all  the 
creatures. 

They  had  the  rope  tied  to  my  trunk,  and  were  just 
going  to  pull  me  over  when — the  door  flew  open,  and  in 
ran  some  real  children.  One  of  the  boys  actually  had  a 
smudge  on  the  tip  end  of  his  nose.  Oh,  how  I  enjoyed 
the  sight  of  it! 

The  creatures  gave  one  look  of  dismay,  and  then  they 
ran  off  with  their  books  as  fast  as  they  could  go. 

After  the  real  children  had  gotten  their  presents,  they 
formed  a  circle  around  me,  and  one  of  the  boys  shouted, 
"  What  's  the  matter  with  the  Christmas  tree?"  and  they 
all  shouted  back,  "  It  's  all  right!"     Tlien  I  woke  up. 


Et.EN    DICKINSON,    AGE    13. 
ADGE.) 


'  AUTUMN    SPOR  IS.  BV    RALPH    SPRENG,    AGE    15. 

MY   CHRISTMAS   DREAM. 

BY    MARJORIE  WELLINGTON    (AGE    8). 

On  Christmas  I  dream  the  lovely  dreams  about  Santa 
Claus  coming  and  filling  up  all  the  stockings,  and  when 
we  wake  up  it  is  true,  and  when  we  go  to  bed  at  night 
we  thank  God  for  our  merry  Christmas. 


ST.    NICHOLAS    LEAGUE. 


277 


THE  WONDERFUL 
CIIRIST.^L\S  TREE. 

liV   I-KANCIS    MARION    Mll.- 
l.KK    (AUK    9). 

{Silver  Baiii;c.) 

Wk  were  three  days  out 
from  Liverpool,  on  tlie 
steamsliip  "  Calcutta.''  It 
was  Christmas  Eve,  and 
about  ten  o'clock.  Many 
had  already  retired  to  their 
state-rooms,  hut  the  sa- 
k)ons  were  yet  gay  witli 
merrymakers.  Suddenly  a 
steward  came  rushing  in 
the  music-room,  where 
most  of  the  passengers 
were   assembled. 

"Oh,"  he  cried,  "come 
on  deck!  There  's  a  most 
wonderful  Christmas  tree 
growing  right  out  of  the 
ocean! " 

We  all  ran  on  deck  to 
see  what  was  the  matter. 
Sure  enough,  there  was  a 
Christmas  tree! 

"  What  do  you  suppose 
it  is?  "  one  of  the  passen- 
gers questioned. 

"  I    don't    know,"    was 
the  response.     "  How  beautiful  it  is! 
chantment." 

"  Wliy,  it  's  like  a  dream,"  said  another. 

At   that  moment  the  Christmas  tree  began  to  fade. 

Boom!      Loud  and  clear  came  the  report  of  a  gun. 

Boom,  boom!      The  passengers  looked  at  the  sailors, 
and  sailors  looked  at  the  passengers. 

Boom,  boom! — boom,  boom,  boom! 

"  Distress    signal,"  came   a  voice    from    the   bridge. 
"  Fire  the  return  signal!" 

"  Av,  ay!"  came  a  voice  from  below. 

Just  then  the  wheelman  said  to  the  captain,  "  Look 
there! "  and  he  pointed  his  finger  out  at  the  dark  sea. 

"  What  's  the  trouble?  "  cried  the  captain,  springing 
to  his  side. 

"  Derelict!"  was  the  sober  answer. 

The  captain  turned  his  night  glasses  on  tlie  dark  ob- 
ject which  so  suddenly  loomed  up  on  the  port  l)Ow. 

Boom!  sounded  the  return  signal  from  amidships. 


BV    MORRIS    PRATT,    AGE    15.       (FIRST    PRIZH, 
"  WILD-ANIMAL    PHOTOGRAPH.") 


It  is  like  an  en- 


I   have  ever  spent,  the  first 
sea  is  probably  the  most  im 


In  the  meantime  we  had 
come  up  with  the  sinking 
ship,  and  rescued  her  pas- 
sengers just  as  they  were 
taking  to  the  boats.  Then 
w  liat  a  clatter  of  voices! 
— exclamations,  questions, 
and  answers — questions, 
answers,  and  exclama- 
tions! 

Tlien  came  the  story: 
The  other  vessel  had  been 
having  a  fireworks  display, 
and  one  of  the  pieces  was 
a  Christmas  tree,  when  she 
ran  into  the  derelict.  A 
great  hole  was  stove  in 
her  side,  and  she  began  to 
sink.  A  panic  ensued; 
L;uns  were  fired.  Oh, 
what  a  time  there  was! 
And  then,  just  as  they 
were  getting  into  their 
boats,  the  Calcutta  came 
up  and  all  were  taken 
off. 

"Storm  that  derelict!" 
ordered  the  captain,  and 
storm  it  we  did  until  there 
was  n't  a  whole  timber 
left. 

Of  all  the  Christmases 
and  only  one  I  have  had  at 
pressed  on  my  mind. 


■  ^  EI.I.OWSTONE    I'.FARs.  rv    LILY   C.    WORTHINGTON,    AGE    lO. 

(SECOND    PRIZE,    "  WILD-ANIMAL    PHOTOGRAPH.") 


GOOD-BV, 


XIXETEEX    ONE. 
NINETEEN    TWO. 


WELCOME, 


VOLNG    bE.\-MEW.  BV    LOUIS    ORANUGENT,    Al.K    13. 

(THIRD   PRIZE,    "WILD-ANl.MAL   PHOTOGRAPH.") 


BY   S.     R.     MACVEAC.ir   (AGK    I3). 

{Silver  Badge.) 

QfARTKR  of  twelve  on  New  Years  \\\e 

The  family  gather  around  ; 
Tlie  children  wonder  why  they  're  not 

.Mlowcd  to  make  a  sound. 

Tlie  old  clock  slowly  ticks  along, 

.\nd  suddenly  it  hums  ; 
A  Imzzing  noise,  twelve  times  "  ding-dong"; 

Then  hush!  the  new  year  comes! 
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BLANCHETTE'S   DREAM. 

liY    MARGARKT    HYDE    BEEBE 
(AGE    12). 

{Gold  Badge  Illustrated  Story.) 

\'V  was  the  niglit  before  Christ- 
mas. Everything  was  covered 
with  a  soft  carpet  of  snow  that 
sparkled  and  glistened  in  the 
moonlight,  and  a  cold,  bleak 
wind  from  the  glacier  was  blow- 
ing. However,  in  the  heart  of 
the  Swiss  Alps,  Blanchette  was 
warm  in  her  cozy  little  stall.  She 
was  dreaming. 

She  heard  her  door  open,  and 
looking  up,  she  saw  Pierre,   the 
shepherd-boy.     He   led   her  out 
gently  to  where  many  other  goats 
were    gathered.     At    first    Blan- 
chette felt  shy,  but  she  soon 
saw   that    they  were   her 
playmates    of   the   last 
year.     Then  she  knew 
that    it    was    summer, 
and  that  they  all  were 
going   to  the   high   pas- 
tures,  where   the   butter 
and      cheese      are      made. 

They  soon  started  on  their 
climb.   Blanchette  was  greatly 
tempted    by    the    fresh    green 
grass    on    her    path ;    but    Pierre 
kept  saying:  "Wait  till  you  get 
the    top."     So    Blanchette    waited. 
At  last  they  reached  a  group  of  cha- 
lets,   longer,   lower,    more    roughly 
built,   and   less   clean   than   the   chalet   of   Blanchette's 
mistress. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  journey.  Blanchette  recog- 
nized her  last  year's  stall,  and  saw  once  more  the  clear 
fountain  where,  morning  and  evening,  all  the  flock  used 
to  come  and  drink.  Then  she  listened  with  delight  to 
the  bells  of  the  great  herd  of  cows,  and  tinkled  her  own 
in  answer. 

Not  until  she  had  found  everything  all  right  did  the 
little  goat  remember  that  she  was  hungry.  Then,  calling 
to  her  companions  to  join  her,  she  bounded  away  up  the 
hillside.  How  happy  she  wa*!  The  day  was  perfect ; 
the  sun  was  shinin^  bright  and  warm,  but  there  was  a 
playful  little  breeze  that  toyed  with  her  long  white  beard 
and  made  her  feel  frisky.  How  much  fun  it  was  to  peep 
over  the  precipices,  to  leap  from  rock  to  rock  where  the 
starry  edelweiss  grew !  How  delicious  were  the  gentians, 
the        .  blue     forget-me-nots! 


bound  and— awoke.  In  vain  did  she  peep  out 
of  the  tiny  crack  in  her  stable.  Pierre,  the 
otlier  goats,  the  rocks,  the  precipices,  the 
flowers,  all  had  disappeared  ;  everything  was 
cold  snow  and  ice.  Blanchette  felt  a  bitter 
sappointment,  but  as  she  was  a  good  goat, 
slie  turned  over  and  went  to  sleep. 

FAREWELL   TO    NINETEEN    ONE. 

BY    MABEL    STARK    (AGE    12). 

{Silver  Badge.) 
"  Farewell,  farewell  to  nineteen  one," 

The  wintry  wind  doth  sigh  ; 
"  Farewell,  farewell;  we  grieve  for  you," 
Say  snowflakes,  passing  by. 
On  the  hilltops  snow  is  drifting. 
On  the  banks  the  flakes  are  sifting. 
While  the  snow  the  wind  is  lifting. 
And  the  closing  year  doth  die. 


HOLLY    AND    MIS 
AGE 


TLETOE.  BV    WILLIAM    E.    HILL, 

14.       (GOLD    BADGE.) 


"  Farewell,  farewell  to  nineteen  one," 

The   northern  wind 
hath  said ; 
And  another  year  has 
rolled  away, 
And  nineteen  one  is 
dead. 
So    nineteen    one    has 
rolled  away. 
The  closing  year  is 
through ; 
So  hip,  hurrah  for  the 
closing  year! 
Three     cheers     for 
nineteen  two  I 


how    toothsome 

Suddenly  she 
call  of  a  bugle 
themtobemilked. 


heard  a  sound  like  the 

It  was    Pierre  calling 

Blanchette    gave    a 
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EDITH'S   CHRISTMAS   DREAM. 

BY    ETHEL    R.    FREEMAN   (AGE   IO). 

It  was  the  night  before  Christmas,  and  all  were  asleep 
in  the  large  house  on  the  hill  but  Edith.  She  was  think- 
ing of  Santa  Claus  and  what  he  would  bring  her.  Pres- 
ently she  heard  a  sound.  She  listened  breathlessly. 
Yes,  there  it  was  again ;  it  was  the  sound  of  many  hoofs 
on  the  roof.  "  It  is  Santa  Claus,"  thought  Edith.  Yes, 
it  certainly  was.  The  sound  ceased,  but  she  could  hear 
some  one  walking  on  the  roof;  then  bang,  bang,  bang! 
and  a  funny  little  old  man  jumped  into  the  room.  It  was 
Santa  Claus.  He  was  dressed  from  head  to  foot  in  furs, 
and  his  face  looked  rosier  and  jollier  than  ever.  The 
first  thing  he  did  was  to  look  around  the  room  ;  then  he 
laid  his  bag  of  toys  on  the  floor  and  went  toward  the 
two  stockings  hanging  on  the  fireplace,  and  filled  them. 
He  then  left  some  of  the  larger  toys  on  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  to  take  a  small  Christmas  tree  from  his  pack. 
After  he  had  trimmed  the  tree  he  immediately  took 
leave. 

Then  one  of  Edith's  old  dolls  said  to  a  new  one : 
"  When  I  came  here  I  was  just  as  pretty  as  you  are,  but 
after  I  had  been  here  a  month  I  was  laid  on  my  bed 
with  nothing  over  me,  and  there  I  had  to  stay.  I  was 
so  cold,  but  my  mistress  paid  no  attention  to  me  at  all. 
Her  brother  pulled  my  hair  and  threw  me  around  the 
room,  and  still  she  paid  no  attention  ;  so  finally  my  hair 
came  out,  and  I  lost  an  arm  and  a  leg,  and  now  you  see 
how  I  look.      I  hope  she  will  take  better  care  of  you." 

"  Oh,  dear!"  sighed  the  fine  doll.  "  I  never  could 
stand  such  treatment.      She  must  be  a  horrid  old  thing. " 

"  That 's  so,"  cried  a  little  lamb  that  stood  near;  "  she 
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must.  She  looked  so  kind  over  there  in  her  bed  I 
thought  I  would  like  it  here  so  much,  l)ut  now  I  'm  sorry 
I  came." 

"  Miss  Editli,  come,  it  's  morning!" 

Kdith  sat  up,  dreamily  rubbing  her  eyes.  "  Why, 
Mary,"  she  said,  "it  's  all  a  drcanil  IIow  funny! 
There  's  one  thing  about  it,  though.  I  never  will  treat 
any  of  my  dolls  that  way  again." 

GOOD-BV,    OLD   YEAR. 

BY  THERKSE    H.     MCDONNELL    (AGE   9). 

(Silvc-r  BiJiii^c:) 

A  LONG  farewell ;  good-by,  old  year  ; 
Naught  of  you  left  l)ut  memories  dear, 
Of  days  at  school,  of  days  at  play ; 
But  in  my  heart  I  think  and  say. 
Will  this  forever  be  the  way? 


My  happy  childhood  knows  no  j^ain. 
Forever  sunshine,  never  rain. 
But  this  I  often  wish  to  know : 
If  with  my  years  will  sorrow  grow 
As  after  summer  comes  the  snow. 

Among  my  joys  there  come  along 
Some  thoughts  I  once  have  heard 
in  song : 
"  Will  loving  parents'  tender  care 
Be  with  me  always  everywhere? 
Will  next  year  be  to  me  as  fair?  " 


But  as  I  am  so  little  yet, 

Let  older  heads  than  mine  regret. 

T  '11  sing,  I  '11  play,  I  '11  never  fear ; 

The  year  's  the  same  if  far  or  near. 

And  I  '11  shout  out,  "Come  in,  new  year!" 

KRIS    KRINGLE'S   CHRISTMAS    DREAM. 

BY    ETHEL  MYERS    (AGE    IJ)- 

It  was  the  evening  of  the 


by  melton  r.  owen,  age  14 
(gold  badge.) 


twenty-fourth  day  of  Decem- 
ber. Kris  Kringle  was  sitting 
before  the  fire,  slowly  nodding 
his  head.  Suddenly  the  door 
opened,  and  a  child  stepped 
into  the  room. 

The  child  was  closely  fol- 
lowed by  more  children.  In- 
deed, there  seemed  to  be  a 
procession  of  them.  Each 
child  carried  in  its  hand  some 
token  of  the  day,  which  they 
handed  to  Kris.  The  children 
kept  coming;  there  seemed  to 
be  no  end  of  them.  The  room 
was  soon  filled,  but,  like  an 
omnibus,  there  was  room  for 
one  more. 

Kris  Kringle  looked  at  tlie 
roomful,  and  then  commenced 
to  speak.  He  spoke  rather 
slowly,  for  he  was  getting  old. 

"Children,  I  think  that  none 
of  you  who  are  here  to-night 
remember  the  time  when  I  gave 
out  presents  instead  of  receiving  them.  .\  great  deal  of 
precious  time  was  wasted  in  trying  to  give  the  presents 
as  much  alike  as  possible,  for  if  I  did  not  there  was 
always  sure  to  be  a  great  many  children  pouting.     Then 
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everything  was  changed.  I  did  not  have  to  work  at 
night  any  more.  The  children  were  unselfish  and  con- 
tented. It  did  not  matter  to  them  if  another's  gift  was 
prettier  than  theirs,  their  own  always  had  some  good 
points  about  it.  There  was  no  more  pouting  or  — " 
"  Kris,  Kris!" 

Was  that  the  children  calling  him  to  continue  his  story? 
"Kris,  Kris!"  The  voice 
was  louder  and  shriller  this 
time.  "  Kris,  Kris!  Can  I 
never  get  this  man  awake? 
Kris,  you  are  two  hours  late." 
Poor  old  Kris!  He  woke 
up  only  to  find  that  he  had 
slept  away  two  of  those  pre- 
cious hours  of  darkness,  and 
to  realize  that  instead  of  being 
the  receiver  he  would  have  to 
hurry  up  to  be  the  giver. 

CHRISTMAS  EVE  IN  THE 
DREAMY  SOUTH-LAND. 

BY    ISAKEL    WHITE    (AGE    1 7). 

Last  Christmas  Eve,  just  as 
the  sun  was  sinking  below  the 
horizon,  we  entered  the  wide 
mouth  of  tlie  Mystic  River. 
Our  sail-boat  lay  quietly  on 
tlie  water,  rising  now  and  then 
as  the  long,  low  swells  came 
in,  so  evenly  that  it  seemed  as 
if  we  were  reclining  on  the 
heaving  bosom  of  the  great, 
slumbering  sea.  Indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  sleeping,  with 
everything  so  ciuiet,  calm,  and  clear.  The  land  breeze 
whicli  blew  all  day  had  died  out  about  four,  and  we 
had  not  yet  felt  the  cool  breath  from  the  ocean. 
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"  AUTUMN    SPORTS."      BY    ELISABETH    M.    SCHELL,    AGE    l6. 

Our  little  boat  seemed  motionless  on  the  tide,  but  a 
glance  at  the  long  brown  eel-grasses,  and  the  pretty 
patches  of  pink  and  golden  sands  below, 
and  the  noiseless  way  they  slipped  from 
under  us,  proved  that  the  tide  bore  us  on. 

Flapping  helplessly,  the  limp  sails 
clung  to  the  masts,  the  rudder  and  oars 
were  unmanned,  and  all  of  us  gave  our- 
selves up  to  enjoying  that  beautiful 
Christmas  Eve  in  the  sunny  South. 

Off  in  the  distance  lay  a  narrow  blue 
strip  of  land ;  above  stretched  the  great 
dome  of  heaven,  and  below  its  beautiful, 
quivering  reflection.  Here  little  water 
fairies  mimicked  evening's  serene  sky, 
lovingly  fondled  its  rosy  cloud-children, 
played  tag  with  the  graceful  white  sea- 
gulls flying  to  and  fro,  and  caught  the 
merry  face  of  the  sun  just  as  it  sank  out 
of  sight  into  the  sea.  They  caught  its  great,  misty 
beams,  which  spread  like  a  fan  above,  reaching  up,  up 
through  the  pink-,  yellow-,  and  Ijlue-tinted  sky  into  the 
very  zenith.  And  there,  as  we  looked,  we  saw  Venus 
twinkling  at  the  wee  fairies  as  if  she  were  perfectly  con- 
tented to  be  rocked  away  on  their  tiny  wavelets,  to  be 
scattered  in  golden  spray  at  the  twirl  of  a  fish's  tail, 
and  to  find  herself  clear  and  calm  again  in  the  center  of 
a  little  whirlpool. 

Oh,  what  an  evening  that  was!  Can  I  ever,  ever 
forget  it,  or  its  sweet  Christmas  gift  of  love? 

I  think  I  learned  to  be  better  that  evening,  to  be 
gentler,  more  forgiving  and  forbearing.  Mother  Nature 
opened  to  me  her  heart  and  let  me  know  and  feel  for  one 
short  hour  her  loving  God. 

GOOD-BY,   OLD  YEAR. 

BY  AGNES   D.    CAMPBELL  (AGE    12). 

Oh,  what  did  you  bring  to  us,  old  year? 
A  little  of  life,  a  little  of  labor, 
A  little  happiness,  a  pleasant  neighbor, 
A  full  grade  at  school,  a  teacher  dear. 
Another  birthday  with  mother  near, 
Sparkling  of  frost  and  diamonds  of  dew, 
Fields  of  cornflowers  of  heaven's  blue. 
Oh,  why  must  we  hear  your  dying  knell 


WILLIAM    PENN    COTTAGE 
(SEE   LETTER.) 


Tolled  by  the  boys  on  the  college  bell? 
Oh,  why  must  we  say  good-by,  old  year? 

Oh,  what  did  you  bring  to  us,  old  year? 
The  close  of  school,  the  roses  of  June, 
The  robins'  call,  the  larks'  merry  tune. 
The  shining  snow  on  the  far-away  hills. 
The  rush  of  waters  down  hillside  rills  — 
A  beautiful  year,  full  of  gladness  and  life, 
Marred  as  it  was  by  war  and  strife. 
We  love  you  still;  why  will  you  leave  us? 
Our  hearts  are  true  ;  why  will  you  grieve  us? 
Oh,  why  must  we  say  good-by,  old  year? 

DOROTHY'S   DREAM   OF   CHRISTMAS. 

BY    MABEL    MURRAY    (AGE    I4). 

Dorothy  crept  into  bed  the  night  before  Christmas. 
As  she  put  the  light  out  she  wondered  whether  she 
could  stay  awake  till  twelve,  to  see  Santa  Claus  fill  her 
stockings.  She  stayed  awake  till  about  nine ;  then  her 
eyelids  fell,  and  she  went  fast  asleep.  She  soon  thought 
that  she  heard  the  tramping  of  little  hoofs  overhead. 

She  lay  patiently  till  she  heard  a  noise  in  the  chimney 

rubbing,  scratching,  bumping,  then  suddenly  a  long  slide, 

and  a  bump  in  the  fireplace.      Dorothy  sat  up  in  bed. 

She  could  see  him  stuffing  things  into  her  stocking. 

"  Santa  Claus,"  she  said,  "  I  am  awake.    I  see  you." 

The  old  man  turned,  looked  anxiously 

about  for  a  minute,  then  said,  ' '  Oh,  poor 

little  one  will  have  nothing  now.      She 

has   seen  me  ;  she  has  stayed  up  and  has 

broken  the  rule. "  \Vith  that  he  vanished. 

Tears  came  to  her  eyes.      She  called 

him,  saying,  "Oh,  dear  Saint,  comeback 

and  forgive  me,   please!      I   meant   no 

harm ;    I    really  did   n't.      Come   back, 

please!"     She  fell  back  on  her  pillow, 

crying. 

She  soon  stopped  and  lay  quietly 
asleep.  After  a  while  she  felt  some  one 
kissing  her.  She  opened  her  eyes.  It 
was  daylight.  Her  mama  was  there, 
leaning  over  her  bed.  When  she  saw 
that  Dorothy  was  awake  she  said : 
"Merry  Christmas,  darling."  Then  she  noticed  that 
Dorothy's  eyes  were  filling.      "  My  dear,  what  is  it?" 


"  ACTCMN    SPORTS."      BV    MARV    H.    CUNNINGHAM,    AGE    I3. 
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"  Oh,  mama,  Santa  Claus  has  left  me  notliing,  because 
I  lay  awake  to  see  him."  She  looked  at  her  mother 
wistfully. 

"  Why,  darling,  that  was  all  a  dream.  Look  at  the 
mantelpiece  and  your  stockings." 

Dorothy  looked,  gave  an  exclamation  of  delight. 
"  Oh,  he  did  leave  me  a  share  of  his  bag,  after  all! " 

Then  she  told  the  story  to  her  mama,  as  she  drew 
canily,  nuts,  and  toys  of  all  sorts  from  her  stockings. 

"  Mam.i,  was  n't  he  good?  " 

"  Very,"  said  her  mother,  happily. 

GOOD-BY,    OLD    YEAR. 

BY    TERESA    COHEN    (AGE    9). 

No  more  is  spring  with  buds  and  flowers, 
Xo  more  is  summer,  bright  and  fair, 

Nor  autumn  with  her  red  antf  gold. 
For  winter's  chill  is  in  the  air. 


The  grass  and  flowers  are  no 
more, 
The  meadows  desolate  and 
drear, 
The  time  has  come  when  we 
must  say 
Good-by  to  the   old,   dying 
year. 


A    DAY-DREAM    OF 
CHRISTMAS. 

liV    MARION    GOODWIN    EATON 
(AGE    13). 

It  was  the  dreamiest,  hazi- 
est, laziest  day  of  all  the  short 
Indian  summer. 

The  little  school-house 
stood  on  a  side  hill ;  in  front 
was  a  souvenir-shop,  on  one 
side  the  summer  hotels,  closed 
and  deserted  now.  But  on  the 
other  hand  the  boy  sitting 
at  the  open  window  looked 
dreamily  across  the  quiet  val- 
ley to  the  hazy  mountains  be- 
yond. 

A  month  before  his  peaceful 
country  life  had  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  advent  of  the 
"city  folks,"  a  mother  with  a  boy  and  girl  of  his  own  age. 

He  was  not  tiiinking,  however,  of  the  fishing  excur- 
sions, the  all-day  tramps,  and  the  moonlight  rides.  No  ; 
he  was  thinking  of  that  last  day  in  the  parlor— the  day 
when  the  girl  had  described  to  him  the  delights  of  Christ- 
mas. She  had  shown  him  the  dainty  little  things  she 
was  making  for  presents,  and  had  even  shown  him 
how  to  waltz.  In  this  wicked  accomplishment  he  had 
taken  great  delight ;  and  although  by  the  next  morning 
he  had  forgotten  how,  he  still  thought  of  the  parties 
with  a  thrill. 

He  was  thinking  of  them  now.  In  his  imagination 
the  valley  was  changed  to  a  spacious  drawing-room,  with 
its  ricli  furnishings  and  fine  musicians,  and  in  the  center 
the  dancing  children. 

Then  he  heard  a  march  struck  up,  and  the  scene 
changed  to  a  dining-room.  It  took  a  longer  time  to 
arrange  this  scene,  for  he  had  never  been  into  the  hotel 
dining-room,  and  she  had  said  it  was  much  finer  than 
even  the  annual  church  supper. 

He  had  just  got  the  table  set  and  the  servants  arranged 
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to  his  satisfacti(jn,  when  — "  First  class  in  geography!" 
and  it  was  gone. 

THE  DEATH  OF  THE  OLD  YEAR. 

ItV   .MARION    PRINCE    (AGE   lO). 

Blow,  thou  fierce  north  wind,  blow, 

For  this  is  the  eve  of  the  new  year  bright. 

And  the  old  year  lies  on  his  bier  of  snow, 
And  the  new  year  reigns  to-night. 

Silent  the  old  year  lies  and  still 

In  a  calm  and  peaceful  sleep. 
And  the  bright  stars  shine  on  the  snowy  hill 

Where  angels  their  vigils  keep. 

Bury  him  deep  in  your  thoughts  and  prayers 

And  old  remembrances  dear, 
And  then  go  back  to  the  world  and  its  cares. 

But  forget  not  the  dear  old  year. 


HOLLY   AND    MISTLETOE."       BY    YVONNE  JEQUIER,    AGE    10.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 

NATURE'S   GOOD-BY   TO   THE 
OLD    YEAR. 

BY    WILLIAM    CAREY    HOOD   (AGE    I4). 

The  year  is  quickly  flying, 

And  we  must  say  good-by, 
For  now  the  autumn  breezes 

In  murmuring  accents  sigh. 
"  The  year  is  surely  dying," 

All  nature  whispers  low, 
With  eager  expectation, 

And  waits  the  year  to  go. 

The  summer  in  her  beauty, 

The  winter  in  his  rage, 
The  autumn  with  her  gorgeous  tints 

And  glorious  equipage — 
They  know  the  year  is  closing, 

And  one  and  all  they  sigh. 
Then  yield  up  of  the  best  they  have, 

And  this  is  their  good-by. 
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GOOD-BY,  OLD  YEAR. 

BY  I.EOX    BONNELL  (AGE    l6). 

When  the  leaves  turn  gold  and  crimson, 

And  the  sumac  blazes  fire; 
When  llie  hills  are  robed  in  beauty. 

And  all  eartli  in  gay  attire ; 
When  the  sky  hangs  gray  and  leaden, 

And  the  fields  deserted  lie ; 
When  the  frost  of  the  night  bites  keener, 

And  the  birds  to  southward  fly, — 
Then  farewell  to  the  year  that  is  closing; 

Good-by,  old  year,  good-by! 

When  the  leaves  are  dead  and  fallen. 

And  the  earth  is  white  with  snow ; 
When  the  blaze  on  the  hearth  burns  cheery. 

And  the  brook  has  ceased  its  flow ; 
When  the  winds  from  the  north  are  spurning 

And  the  bare  trees  yield  and  sway ; 
And  a  voice  in  the  wintry  moonlight 

Says  this  is  stern  winter's  way, — 
Then  hail  to  the  year  that  is  dawning! 

Good  day,  new  year,  good  day  ! 


•'HOLLV   and    .-MISTLtrOE."       CV    HORACE    LINNEV,    AGE    I4. 


But  thou  art  still  in  memory  dear. 
And  e'en  when  spring  is  trying 
From  thee  our  thouglits  and  souls  to  take, 
We  '11  still  remember,  for  thy  sake ; 
While  clad  in  white  is  vale  and  dell. 
The  wind  moans  on,  "  Old  year,  farewell!' 

GOOD-BY,   OLD  YEAR. 

BY  ARTHUR   J.    MIX  (AGE    12). 

The  sun  is  sinking  in  tlie  west, 

From  out  a  leaden  sky  ; 
The  north  wind  lulls  the  world  to  rest, 

And  leaves  the  year  to  die. 

The  harvest  with  her  golden  grain 

Has  left  us  long  ago, 
And  verdure  on  the  hill  and  plain 

Has  given  place  to  snow. 

The  sun  is  sinking  in  the  west. 

Out  of  a  leaden  sky  ; 
The  north  wind  lulls  the  world  to  rest. 

Good-by,  old  year,  good-by! 

WINTER. 

BY    MABEL    FRANK    (AGE    1 7). 

The  joys  of  spring  are  over, 
The  days  are  cold  and  drear ; 

And  where  grew  once  the  clover 
A  snowdrift  doth  appear. 

The  tall  trees  sigh  and  shiver, 
And  mourn  from  overhead. 

For  by  the  frozen  river 
A  little  bird  lies — dead. 

Poor  little  bird,  who  perished 

Under  the  pale-blue  sky! 
Save  by  the  Lord,  uncherished, 

Left  in  the  cold  to  die. 

Now  that  thy  life  is  over. 
Sparrow,  we  crave  thy  lay, 

Just  as  we  long  for  clover 
Oft  on  a  winter's  day. 


GOOD-BY,    OLD    YEAR. 

BY    HILDA    VAN   EMSTER   (AGE    14). 

As  days  pass  on  and  months  go  by, 

The  year  is  slowly  dying. 
The  spring,  the  fall,  the  seasons  all 

Our  souls  to  his  are  tying. 
And  when  his  end  shall  come  at  last, 
We  all  shall  mourn  his  pleasures  past. 
And  in  his  aged  frosty  ear 
We  'II  softly  say,  "  Good-by,  old  year!" 

The  trees  are  clad  in  leafless  brown. 

The  wind  is  moaning,  sighing, 
And  in  this  dreary,  snow-clad  world 

The  aged  year  is  dying. 
'T  is  strange  to  think  we  once  did  cheer, 
As  new-born  babe,  this  care-worn  year. 
Anotlier  stranger  now  we  hail 
As  cometh  he  o'er  hill  and  dale. 

Good-by,  old  year!  Thy  task  is  done; 
Thy  rival  now  is  nighing; 


GOOD-BY,    OLD   YEAR. 

BY    MARJORIE   McIVER    (AGE    I3). 

I  '\^E  heard  the  bees  in  the  garden. 

Where  the  last  late  roses  fall, 
But  the  sighing  year  is  drooping. 

And  its  death-song  pervadeth  all. 
When  the  last  late  rose  has  faded, 

And  the  reign  of  the  bees  is  o'er, 
And  the  butterflies  once  so  gaudy 

Are  seen  in  the  walks  no  more. 
Then  the  year  is  dying,  dying. 

In  the  cold  blue  vaults  of  the  sea. 
In  the  fields  all  crisp  with  the  night  frost. 

On  the  long  wild  wastes  of  the  lea, 
Beyond  the  bounds  of  the  planet. 

And  the  long  blue  wash  of  its  deeps, 
In  some  great  fathomless  vastness 

The  ghost  of  the  summer  sleeps. 


League    membership    is    free.      A  stamped   enve- 
lope will  obtain  a  badge  and  full  particulars. 
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GOOD-BV,    OLD   YEAR. 

BY    ROY    M.    STERNF.  (AGK    II). 

Goou-HV,  old  year  ; 

I  'ill  glad  you  're  gone. 
I  'm  tired  of  tomatoes, 

Peas,  and  corn. 


VERSE. 

I;Y    DOROTHEA    SEEBERGER 

(age  II). 

A  I.ITTEE  bit  of  patience 
Often  makes  the  sunshine 
come, 
And  a  little  bit  of  love 
Makes     a     very     happy 
home. 

A  little  bit  of  hope 

Makes  a  rainy  day  look 
gay, 

And  a  little  bit  of  charity 
Makes  glad  a  weary  day. 

GOOD-BY,  OLD  YEAR. 

BY    DORA  C.\LL   (AGE   12). 

GooD-BY,  old    year'.     \Ve 


Rochester,  N.  Y. 
My  DEAR  St.  Nicholas:  I  have  had  the  books  all  the  year,  and 
I  want  to  belong  to  the  St.  Nicholas  League.     I  have  liked  your 
stories  very  much. 

I   had  once  twenty  pollywogs,  but  they  all  died.     I    saw  some 
others  though.     I   will  tell  you  all  about  it.    First  I  had  got  them, 
they  were  little  bits  of  eggs,  and  they  grew  a  little  bigger  and  big- 
ger until  they  put  out  their  front  legs,  and   1   put  in  some  stones 
and  shells,  and  fresh  water  every  d.iy.     Then  they  put  out 
their  hind  legs.     They  were  not 


^s^z-^pK?'^^*^-^-'-.^.^^' 


pretty. 

Your  friend, 

PoTiER  Remington 
(age  8). 


"T^ 


f"HZ  WEwYiwis^n':  Under  The  Holly  ^.hsnnoz 

60VGH5; 


BY    BETH    HOWARD,    .\GE    I4 


leave  you 

With  many  a  heavy  heart ; 
For  great  are  the  joys  you  've  brought  us, 
Yes,  from  the  very  start. 

We  hope  to  find  the  new  one 

As  happy  a  one  as  you ; 
And  even  though  we  '11  miss  you, 

We  '11  enjoy  the  new  one,  too. 


NOT   A   DAY   IN   THE    FIELDS. 

BY    FRANK   W.    HALSEY    (AGE    9). 

A  LITTLE  kitten  one  day 
Thought  into  the  fields  she  'd  go, 
But  when  she  got  there 
She  saw  a  black  bear. 
And    she    did    n't    come    back 
very  slow! 


LEAGUE  NOTES  AND  LETTERS. 

There  are  still  a  numberofver>- talented  young 
people  who  are  careless  in  preparing  their  work. 
More  than  once  it  has  happened  that  out  of  all 
the  pictures  or  poems  or  stories  received,  the  very 
best  have  Licked  the  name,  age,  or  address  of  the 
sender.  Perhaps  this  will  explain  to  some  won- 
dering contributor  why  his  or  her  work  did  not 
receive  recognition.  Name,  age.  address,  and  in- 
dorsement —  these  all  are  very  necessar>%  and  must 
be  in  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  contribHtion 
itself,  not  on  a  separate  sheet,  as  this  is  likely  to 
be  lost  in  the  great  mass  of  work  received. 

Eleanor  W.  Talbot  Smith,  a  teacher  of  Provi- 
dence,   R.    L,  sends   for    twenty  badges   for  her  class,  and   adds 
that  the  League  is  certainly  one  of  the  best  moves  St.  Nicholas 
has  ever  made. 

Of  course  we  agree  with  Miss  Smith,  and  send  the  twenty  badges 
with  pleasure.  We  are  always  glad  to  have  teachers  interested,  and 
to  all  such  will  send  post-paid  as  many  badges  as  are  required  for 
their  classes. 

Eva  Wilson  would  like  the  address  of  Pauleminia  P.  Skouses  of 
Athens,  Greece. 

Alice  .Mendelsohn's  address,  for  which  a  number  have  asked,  is, 
care  Mendelsohn  Bros.,  Yokohama,  Japan. 


BY    LfCILE    COCHRAN,  AGE    I5. 


Alma  Jean  Wing,  a  winner 
of  silver  and  gold  badges,  wants 
the  age  limit  of  members  extended 
on  the  ground  that  many  are 
only  getting  a  start  by  the  time 
they  are  eighteen.  l[i  reply  we 
would  say  that  a  start  is  all  the 
League  intends  to  give  its  mem- 
bers. A  good  start  in  the  right 
direction,  and  then  the  League 
door  closes,  and  the  young  author 
or  artist  becomes  a  part  of  the 
great  struggle  outside,  where  the 
prizes  are  not  gold  and  silver 
badges,  but  recognition,  remuner- 
ation, and  perhaps  fume.  Miss 
Wing  is  one  of  those  who  has 
received  an  excellent  start,  and 
must  take  up  with  a  stout  heart 
and  stouter  resolution  the  battle 
that  will  be  hers  when  on  the 
morning  of  her  eighteenth  birth- 
day the  League  door  closes  to. 

The  battle  may  be  hard  and   long,   but  with    perseverance    Miss 

Wing  will  win. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  We  have  taken  you  ever  since  I  can  re- 
member, and  mama  took  you  when  she  was  a  htde  girl.  We  all 
look  forward  to  the  last  of  the  month  when  we  are  at  home,  but 
since  we  have  been  abroad  it  is  only  now  and  again  we  can  get  you. 
I  like  trying  for  the  puzzles,  and  am  a  League  member.  I  wi.-h  you 
could  give  up  more  space  to  the  Letter-box,  as  I  think  it  is  such  fun 
reading  the  different  letters.  We  spent  Christmas  and  the  New 
Year  in  Rome,  and  were  lucky  enough  to  see  the  Pope.  He  gave 
an  audience  to  some  pilgrims.  We  had  to  wait  for  what  seemed  to 
be  ages  in  St.  Peter's.  At  last  he  came  in,  earned  in  a  chair  by  his 
Swiss  body-guard.  They, wore  the  costume  designed  by  Michel- 
angelo. We  all  thought  he  had  such  a  lovely  old  face.  One  day 
we  went  to  see  the  prison  of  Beatrice  Cenci  in  the  Castello  de  San' 
Angelo.  It  is  a  little  stone  room  about  seven  feet  square,  with  a 
large  pit  in  the  middle  where  the  bodies  of  the 
prisoners  who  died  in  prison  were  thrown  down. 
This  pit  had  no  cover  whatsoever,  and  there 
was  barely  room  for  the  bed  beside  it.  It  w;is 
the  only  stick  of  any  kind  in  the  room.  Ihe 
pit  has  a  raihng  around  it  now,  but  it  did  not  use 
to.  The  only  light  is  received  through  a  small 
grating  in  the  corner  between  the  ceiling  and  the 
wall.  We  also  saw  the  original  of  that  picture 
where  Beatrice  Cenci  has  a  white  cloth  about  her 
head.     1  remain, 

Your  reader, 

Mary  Louise  Logan. 

The  following  letter  refers  to  the  picture  "Wil- 
liam Penn's  Hut,"  published  this  month. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  am  sending  a  picture 
that  I  took  of  .n  little  old  house  known  as  "  William 
Penn's  Hut,"  at  Upland,  near  Chester,  Pa. 
There  is  a  high  stone  wall  around  it.  On^  the 
wall  is  this  inscription:  "  House  built  by  Calib 
Pusey  in  the  year  1683  and  occupied  by  William 
Penn  during  occasional  visits." 

Your  interested  League  member, 

Fkedericka  Goina. 


A   LETTER   FROM   THE   FAR   DEPTHS   OF   INDLA. 
Woodstock,  Mt;ssooRiE.  British  India. 

My  dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  live  in  the  Himalaya  Mountains. 
My  father  and  mother  are  the  principals  of  the  school  in  which  I 
stay.  Its  name  is  "Woodstock  Girls'  High  School,'"  and  the  pic- 
ture on  this  paper  shows  how  the  school  building  looks.  This  is  a 
missionary  school.  It  is  situated  seven  thousand  feet  above  the 
ocean,  and  we  are  not  nearly  at  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The 
flowers  are  ver>-  pretty ;  the  dahlias  grow  wild  on  the  hillsides. 
There  are  different  kinds  of  orchids ;  some  of  them  are  red,  and  some 
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are  white.  The  trees  have  long  thin  ferns  hanging  down  from  their 
branches,  which  makes  them  look  very  pretty.  Looking  from  one 
side  of  our  house,  we  can  see  si.\  or  seven  ranges  of  mountains,  and 
on  another  side  we  look  down  upon  the  beautiful  valley  of  Dehra, 
and  the  Sewalik  Mountains  on  the  other  side.  I  enjoy  reading  the 
St.  Nicholas,  and  1  hope  you  will  print  my  letter  in  it.  1  am  ten 
years  old,  and  wish  to  become  a  member  of  the  St.  Nicholas  League. 

Helen  E.  Andrews. 


A  member  who  puts  down  his  age,  but  forgets  to  sign  his  name, 
sends  this  amusing  anecdote  : 

De.\r  St.  Nichol.as:  The  following  is  a  story  that  I  thought 
perhaps  might  please  you  and  the  readers  of  the  St.  Nicholas: 

A  Dutch  prospector  had  been  working  a  mining  claim  for  several 
years,  when  it  dawned  on  him  that  there  was  nothmg  in  it,  so  he 
concluded  to  sell  out.     He  had  his  mine  advertised,  and  finally  suc- 


ceeded in  getting  a  buyer.  The  new  owner  started  work  where  the 
Dutch  miner  had  left  off,  and  before  he  had  gone  three  feet  struck  a 
big  body  of  ore.  When  the  Dutchman  heard  of  it,  about  a  week 
after  the  strike,  he  said,  "  Veil,  dot  vas  ver'  funny.  Next  time  van 
1  quit  I  go  three  feet  furder." 

Other  welcome  letters  have  been  received  from  Theodora  Kim- 
ball, Henry  Ormsby  Phillips,  Jean  Bradshaw,  Denison  H.  Clift, 
Dorothy  Caiman,  Basil  Aubrey  De  Vere  Bailey,  Pansy  R.  Greg, 
Elisabeth  Schell,  Helen  Frith,  Marian  Daves  Shove,  Gwendolen  G. 
Perr>',  Florence  Loveland,  Florence  B.  Bracq,  Philip  Beebe,  Gedde 
Smith,  Margaret  E.  Sayw.ird,  Audrev  1  'e  Renne,  Ruth  G.  Sterne, 
Ivy  Varian  Walshe,  Randall  I\L  Tuttle,  Edna  VVier,  Mabel  Fletcher, 
Caroline  E.  Everett,  Frida  Muriel  Harrison,  Edna  Youngs,  Edna 
Mead,  Mary  Gordon  Collins,  Mildred  White,  Helen  Reef,\Villiam 
E.  Hill,  Gertrude  T.  Clarke,  Monica  Peirson  Turner,  Margaret  J. 
Shearer,  Dorothy  Taussig,  Miriam  L.  Ware,  Th^rese  H.  McDon- 
nell, Marguerite  M.  Hillery,  and  May  H.  Ryan. 


THE   ROLL   OF    HONOR. 
A  LIST  of  those  whose  work   has  been  found  wel 
worthy  of  encouragement. 


VERSE. 

Marcia  L.  Webber 
Fred  H.  Lahee 
Margaret  Alline  Fellows 
Eleanor  Hollis  Murdock 
Mabel  Fletcher 
Janet  P.  Dana 
Dorothy  Posegate 
I^ewis  Peters 
Beulah  H.  Ridgeway. 
M.  Letitia  Stockett 
Lesley  M.  Storey 
Sidonia  Deutsch 
Sadie  E.  Kennedy 
Ruth  Vandyke  Carlin 
Tina  Gray 
Lois  M.  Pett 
Brewer  Goodsell 
Selina  Tebault 
Frances  P.  Tilden 
Reginald  Cain-Bartels 
l\Iary  M.  B.  Arbuckle 
Mane  Ortmayer 
Amelia  F.  Spear 
Marguerite  Eggleston 
Rudolph  Benson 
Edna  Mead 
Miriam  A.  De  Ford 
Ellen  H.  Skinner 
Phyllis  M.  Wyatt 
Marion  S.  Almy 
Meta  Walther 
Charlotte  Morrison 
Marguerite  Stuart 
Agnes  Churchill  Lacy 
Theodora  Kimball 
Marjorie  Dyrenforth 
Florence  Helen  Wood 
Adeline  E.  Stone 
Helen  Chapin  Moody 
Alma  C.  Schuller 
Roweiia  H.  Morse 
Gabrielle  Tupper 
Margaret  Kennedy 
Helen  H.  Greenough 
May  Henderson  Ryan 
Catherine  D.  Brown 
Fay  Mane  Hartley 
Helen  .\I.  Colter 
IMargaret  Stevens 
Anne  Atwood 
Doris  F'rancklyn 
Julia  Mumford 


PROSE. 

Barbara  P.  Benjamin 
Anna  E.  Holman 
E.  Tucker  Sayward 
David  M.  Cheyney 
Marguerite  Beatrice  Child 
Annie  L.  McBimey 
Mayde  Hatch 
Mary  Dimn 
Howard  R.  Patch 
Hilda  Butler 
Freda  A.  Snow 


Freda  Muriel  Harrison 
Frances  Carpenter 
Gertrude  Palmer 
Marjory  F.  McQuiston 
Catherine  M.  Neale 
Lucille  Owen 
A.  M.  Levine 
Emma  L.  Hawkridge 
Sarah  L.  Snow 
Ona  Ringwood 
Carrie  E.  Johnston 
Pauline  Taylor 
Kate  H.  Tiemann 
Isabelle  iilford 
Adele  J.  Connelly 
Henry  Sokoliansky 
Helen  L.  Collins 
Earl  D.  Van  Dieman 
Maysie  Regan 
Martha  E.  Sutherland 
Edyth  F.  Vermeulen 
Charles  R.  Brady 
Bertha  Westbrook 
Alice  May  Fuller 
Bernhard  R.  Naumberg 
Henry  Goldman 
Phebe  E.  Titus 
Gertrude  M    Pike 
Pearl  A.  May nard 
Leila  M.  Messenger 
Alberta  Bastedo 
Marjorie  Howson 
Irwin  G.  Priest 
Harlow  F.  Pease 
Mamie  M.  Suddath 
Mary  P.  Parsons 
Florence  Loveland 
Florence  Mildred  Caldwell 
Louise  Pattison 
Lucille  E.  Rosenberg 
Harry  E.  Wheeler 
Holeta  E.  Giddings 
Leshe  E.  Pratt 
Irma  C.  Hanford 
M.  A.  Ryerson 
Ruth  J.  Best 
Mary  Atkinson 
Graham  C.  Porter 
Marion  S.  Almy 
Anna  Skidmore 
May  S.  Lilienthal 
Elsa  Hildenbrand 
Emily  Barber 
Lily  Schneppe 
Sue  Anderson 
Marguerite  Dubois 
Gertrude  Riker  Leverich 
Ivy  Varian  Walshe 
Horace  Wilkins 
Hilda  B.  Morris 
Mar\-  E.  Smyth 
De  Witt  Gutman 
Evelyn  Springer 
Edith  Guggenhime 
Cecilia  Ritchie 
Bert  Mlinarsky 
Nonie  Gleeson 
Eleanor  F.  Reifsnider 
Rona  Bond 


Mary  W.  Robinson 
Marguerite  Owings 
Lawrence  Gray  Evans 
Belle  Schonwasser 
Julia  Coolidge 
Mary  ¥.  Watkins 
Kathleen  L.  Bond 
Marion  Lee  Lincoln 
Jean  Bradshaw 
Lucy  E.  Cook 
Bessie  Gray 
Enza  Alton  Zeller 
Janie  P.  Mengel 
Roscoe  Adams 
Mary  L.  French 
Louisa  F.  Spear 
Margaret  Latham 
Erna  Weil 
Harvey  M.  Osgood 
Ethel  Whiting 
Helen'E.  Jelliffe 
Marion  L.  Weld 
Ada  Hilton  Green 
Gertrude  Chandler  Stimson 
Caroline  Wood  Ferris 
Mildred    Valentine     Ham- 
burger 
Elizabeth  Lewis  Slee 
Selma  Einstein 
Margaret  G.  Wood 
Emmeline  Bradshaw 
Dorothy  Sidney  Paul 
Louise  Fritz 
Jessie  Metcalf 
Harold  R.  Norris 
Catherine  H.  Straker 
Kathryn  Belden 
Grace  Kramer 


DRAWINGS. 

Charles  Ridgely 
Louise  Hurlbutt 
Harry  Barnes 
Marjory  Anne  Harrison 
L.  Simmonds 
Anna  B.  Carolan 
Carol  Bradley 
Walter  E.  Werner 
Dimitri  Romanowsky 
Helen  T.  Hawley 
Beth  Howard 
Marjorie  T.  Hood 
Madge  Falcon 
Bes.sie  Barnes 
Ernest  Bechdolt 
Genevieve  Taylor 
Charlotte  Morton 
Ruth  Osgood 
Virginia  Lyman 
Fred  Demmler 
Christine  Hitching 
Dorothy  Fry 
Nancy  E.  Barnhart 
Gilbert  L.  Merritt 
Kenneth  Singer 
Helen  L.  Wurdemann 
Kenneth  Preston 
Hermione  A.  Sterling 
Catherine  Warner 
Mary  White 
Elizabeth  Bruce 
Violet  Packenham 


Mary  M.  Alexander 
Delia  Farley  Dana 
Amy  C.  Thorp 
Margaret  .\IcKeon 
Thomas  Porter  Miller 
Rhoda  E.  Gunnison 
Frances  D.  Clark 
Alice  Crane 
Margaret  A.  Dobson 
Alice  Thorp 
Alice  Barstow 
Eunice  Clark  Barstow 
Margaret  Jane  Russell 
Dorothea  Si.  De.\ter 
Edith  Sherwood 
Robert  E.  Rogers 
Delmar  G.  Cooke 
Margaret  Morris 
Eleanor  F.  Murtha 
Clifford  Ostler 
Rita  Wood 
Adele  H.  Norton 
Jean  Paul  Slusser 
Philip  Little 
Salome  K.  Beckwith 
Edith  G.  Daggett 
Ruth  G.  Sterne 
Elisabeth  C.  Porter 
Katherine  E.  Foote 
Katherine  Hill 
R.  Fenimore  Gaynare 
May  S.  Morel 
Monica  Samuels 
Josephine  Carter 
Vera  M.  Teape 
Viola  Gaines 
Aimee  Vervalen 
Annie  Ostler 
Helen  Crosby  Edmunds 
Allen  G.  Miller 


PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Alcott  F.  Elvvell 
Ruth  Auxter 
Dun  ton  Hamlin 
Harold  B.  Kennicott 
Philip  H.  Suter 
Kenneth  D.  Van  Wagenen 
Mary  Thompson 
Jeanette  L.  McClintock 
Carol  Moore 
Alice  K.  Bushnell 
George  H.  Plimpton 
Dorothy  Heroy 
Fred  L.  Clark 
Frederick  Brandenburg 
Ellen  Dunwoody 
J.  Chester  Bradley 
Emily  Storer 
Lena  E.  Bushnell 
Gertrude  Herbert 
Jack  Wayland  Parker 

B.  Davenport 

C.  B.  Andrews 
Flora  Heath 
Robert  C.  Lower 
Gerome  Ogden 
Elizabeth  L.  Marshall 
Katherine  R.  Varick 
Margaret  White 
Edna  M.  Duane 
Sara  A.  Cheesman 


Philip  S.  Ordway 
Harriet  R.  Spaeth 
Mary  M.  P.  Shipley 
Madeleine  F.  McDowell 
Kendall  Bushnell 
Medora  C.  Addison 
Elisabeth  H.  Rice 
Mabel  \V.  Whiteley 
Fred  Scholle 
Eleanor  Shaw- 
Robert  Y.  Hayne,  Jr. 
Susie  H.  \\'ilkes 
Cornelia  W.  Hoyt 
Anita  Runge 
Marguerite  Graham 
Bessie  .'\shton 
Evelyn  Dewey 
John  W.  Roe 
William  D.  Milne 


PUZZLES. 

Robert  Frederick  Liu 
Richard  R.  Stanwood 
Dagmar  Florence  Curjel 
Lydia  E.  Bucknell 
Elizabeth  H.  Sherman 
Mabel  B.  Clark 
Alice  Perkins 
Ethel  Ranney 
Basil  Aubrey  Bailey 
Samuel  Quittner 
Harold  Dowling 
Margaret  White 
Alice  G.  Twiss 
Helene  Boas 
Alicia  Adair  Michell 
Ada  C.  Conner 
Joseph  Wells 
Stanley  Webster 
Lida  Houser 
Elsie  Hinz 

Nellie  Littell  McCuIloh 
Alfred  P.  Meny-man 
J.  N.  Stockett,  Jr. 
Audrey  Bullock 
Edward  T.  Hills 
Marguerite  K.  Goode 
Harr%-  H.  Hunter 
Rosaiie  L.  Hausmann 


NOTICE. 

All  children  are 
welcome  to  the 
League,  whether  they 
are  subscribers  or  not. 
A  stamped  envelope 
will  obtain  a  badge 
and    instruction   leaf- 
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BY    PHILLIP    ROSS,  AGE    I5. 


CHAPTERS. 

Teachers  and  others  who  are  forming  chapters  may  have  as 
many  badges  as  arc  needed  sent  at  one  time  and  in  one  package. 
Badges  thus  sent  will  be  post-paid  by  tlie  Sr.  Nicholas  without 
charge. 

There  are  no  rules  for  forming  chapters  other  than  those  given  in 
the  League  leaflet.  The  main  thing  is  to  get  together,  and  work 
and  play  together,  and  see  if 
one  or  more  members  of  tlie 
chapter  cannot  succeed  in 
getting  prizes,  or  in  having 
something;  published,  or  in 
getting  on  the  roll  of  honor. 

The  ( )zark  Chapter  sends 
a  most  interesting  report  of 
a  summer  outing  it  had  last 
August.  We  would  gladly 
print  it  if  we  had  room. 

No.  33  reports  new  mem- 
bers and  new  officers.  If  we 
mistake  not,  Bertha  Janney, 
now  president,  is  one  of  our 
prize-winners. 

The  president  of  Cliapter  90 

wishes  to  know  if  other  than 

League    members   may   join 

chapters.     No;  but  why  are 

they  not  members?    They  do 

not    need    to    be   subscribers 

to  the  magazine.     They  need 

only    send    for   badges,    and 

take  an  interest  in  the  League 

department.     Of  course  they 

will  do  that  if  they  want  to 

belong  to  the  chapter.     They 

can    read    the    magazine    at 

the   library,   or   at    the   club 

meetings,  or  may  borrow  it  if  they  can.     An  interest  in  the  League 

is  the  only  requirement  of  members,  and  certainly  those  who  wish  to 

join  chapters  must  be  interested. 

No.  107  reports  ten  new  members. 

Xo.  299  calls  for  five  new  badges ;  299  meets  Saturdays  instead 
of  Fridays,  as  reported. 

No.  327  has  begun  its  meetings  again,  and  reports  "fine  times." 
327   gave  a  benefit  in  October,  with  an  admission  charge    of  two 
cents.     Meetings  every  other  Saturday. 
No.  363  calls  for  three  more  badges. 

No.  368  calls  for  four  more  badges,  and  has  taken  the  name  of 
"  The  Golden  Eagle."  Weekly  dues  five  cents.  Would  like  to  hear 
from  other  chapters.  John  Ross,  Secretary,  312  14th  St.,  Daven- 
port, la. 

NEW   CHAPTERS. 

No.  370.  M.  Letilia  Stockett,  President;  Alec  Woollen,  Secre- 
tary; seven  members.  Address,  1508  John  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
No.  370  meets  every  two  weeks,  and  members  take  turns  reading 
while  the  others  sew. 

No.  371.  Frances  Oldham,  President;  Dorothy  Mathews,  Sec- 
retary; three  members.  Address,  The  Auburn,  Mt.  Auburn,  Cin- 
cinnati, O. 

No.  372.  Anite  Dumars,  President;  Edith  Roberts,  Secretary; 
eleven  members.     Address,  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J. 

No.  373.  "Jolly  Five."  Alida  Wright,  President;  Mary 
Campbell,  Secretary;  five  members.  Address,  119  Welsh  St., 
Kane,  Pa. 

No.  374.  Loraine  Washburn,  President;  Julia  Coolidge,  Secre- 
tary ;  four  members.     Address,  ^Lanchester-by-the-Sea,  Mass. 

No.  375.  "The  Happy  Two."  Elizabeth  Upham,  President; 
Ruth  Wintermute,  Secretary  ;  two  members.  Kilbourn,  Wis. 
"The  Happy  Two"  send  a  nice  letter  about  Wisconsin  which  we 
wish  we  had  room  to  print. 

No.  376.  "NfcKinley  Club."  Helen  Mann,  President;  Karl 
Mann,  Secretarj' ;  twelve  members.  Address,  124  Farwell  Ave., 
Milwaukee,  Wis.  No.  376  will  meet  weekly  at  members'  houses, 
and  after  work  will  have  games  and  refreshments  imtil  home  time. 

No.  377.  Gladys  Aurand,  President;  Paul  Bruner,  Secretary; 
seven  members.  Address,  1313 
Otter  St.,  Franklin,  Pa.  Dues, 
twenty  cents  a  month,  to  furnish 
club-room.  ".Any  member  injur- 
ing or  trying  to  injure  any  bird 
or  animal  will  be  fined  five  cents." 

No.  378.  Fred  Sullivan,  Presi- 
dent ;  Walter  Underbill,  Secre- 
tary ;  four  members.  Address. 
1050  Trinity  Ave.,  New  York 
City. 

No.  379.  "  U.  S.  Army  Chap- 
ter." Eunice  Hughes,  President ; 
Georgia  Warner,  Secretary;  eighty- 
five  members.  Address,  413  ist 
St.  N.  W.,  Washington,  D.  C.  bv  loijis  w.  cri; 


No.  380.  "P.  O.  Chapter."  Clarkson  Miller,  Secretary;  six 
teen  members.     Address,  Lock  Box  21,  West  Liberty,  la. 

No.  381.  "  Earnest  Workers' Naturalists  Club. "  Marion  Hop- 
kins, President;  Harriet  Leopold,  .Secretary;  fifty-five  members. 
Address,  Miss  P'lorentine  Fuld,  130  E.  iioth  St.,  New  York  City. 

No.  382.  Helen  Macleish,  President;  Cecily  Pracgcr,  Secre- 
tary; five  members.     Address,  231  S.  Hill  St.,  Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

No.  381.  "Little  Women."  Emma  Heinsheimer,  President; 
Agnes  Senior,  .Secretary ;  eight  members.  Address,  Francis  Lane, 
Walnut  Hills,  Cincinnati,  O. 

No.  384.  "  Young  Folks'  Association."  Rcn<S  Piperoux,  Presi- 
dent; (Jertrude  Theissinge,  Secretary;  seventeen  members.  Ad 
dress,  920  Summit  Ave..  Jersey  City  Heights,  N.  J. 

No.  385.  Florence  O'Neill,  Secretary;  five  members.  Address, 
415  Morewood  Ave.  E.  E.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

No.  386.  Kenneth  Tredwell,  President;  Roger  Lane,  Secretary ; 
three  memljcrs.     Address,  14  Prospect  .St.,  Bristol,  Conn. 

No.  387.  "Falls  Village  Chapter."  Elsie  Willey,  President; 
Marion  Alseph,  Secretary ;  twenty  members.  Address,  Falls  \'d- 
lage,  Conn. 

PRIZE   COMPETITION    No.  28. 

The  St.  Nicholas  League  awards  gold  and  silver  badges  each 
month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings,  photographs,  puzzles, 
and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Special  Cash  Prizr.  To  any  League  member  who  has  won 
a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achievements,  and  shall 
again  win  first  place,  ti  cash  prize  of  Jive  dollars  will  be  awarded, 
instead  0/ another  gold  badge. 

Competition  No.  zS  will  close  January  1$  (for  foreign  members 
January  20).  The  awards  will  be  announced  and  prize  contribu- 
tions published  in  St.  Nich- 
olas for  April. 

Verse.  To  contain  not 
more  than  twenty-four  lines, 
and  may  be  illustrated,  if  de- 
sired, with  not  more  than 
two  drawings  or  photographs 
by  the  author.  Subject  to 
contain  the  word  "fireside." 

Prose.  Stoiy,  article,  or 
play  of  not  more  than  four 
hundred  words.  It  may  be 
illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not 
more  than  two  drawings  by 
the  author.  Subject,  "One 
Rainy  Day,"  and  must  be  a 
true  story.  May  be  humorous 
or  serious. 

Photograph.  Any  size, 
mounted  or  unmounted,  but 
no  blue  prints  or  negatives. 
Subject,  "Deepest  Winter." 

Drawing.  India  ink,  very 
black  writing-ink,  or  wash 
(notcolor).  Subject,  " Going 
to  School,"  and  must  be  from 
observation. 

Puzzle.  Any  sort,  the  an- 
swer to  contain  some  word  or 
words  relating  to  the  season. 

Puzzle-answers.        Best, 
neatest,  and  most  complete  set  of  answers  to  puzzles  in  this  issue 
of  St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photograph.  To  encourage  the  pur- 
suing of  game  with  a  camera  instead  of  a  gun.  For  the  best  photo- 
graph of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken  in  its  natural  /wine :  First 
Prize,  five  dollars  and  League  gold  badge  Second  Prize,  three 
dollars  and  League  gold  badge.      Third  Prize,  League  gold  badge. 

RULES    FOR   ALL   COMPETITIONS. 

Every  contribution  of  whatever  kind  must  bear  the  name,  age,  and 
addrcssofthesender,  and  be  indorsed  as  "original"  by  parent,  teacher, 
or  guardian,  zvho  must  be  convinced  beyond  doubt  that  the  contribu- 
tion is  not  copied,  but  wholly  the  work  of  the  sender.     If  prose,  the 
number  of  words  should  also  be 
added.     These  things  must  not  be 
on  a  separate  sheet,  but  on  the  con- 
tribution itself — if  a  manuscript, 
on  the  upper  margin  ;  if  a  picture, 
on  the  margin  or  back.     Write  or 
draw    on   one   side  0/  the   paper 
only.    A  contributor  may  send  but 
one    contribution    a    month — not 
one  of  e.ach  kind,  but  one   only. 
.Members  are  not  obliged  to  con- 
tribute every  month.      Address  all 
communications : 
The  St.  Nicholas  League, 
Union  Square, 
ttenden,  age  7.  New  York. 


BY    MARY    HAZELTL 

age  1 


FEWS.MII  I!, 
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EDITOR'S   NOTE. 

The  editor  wishes  to  say  that  the  verses  on  page  206 
were  pubhshed  some  years  ago,  and  are  reprinted  now 
by  special  request  in  connection  with  Mr.  Alexander's 
beautiful  picture  shown  on  page  207. 


Greycliffe,  Queensland,  Australia. 

My  dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  live  in  Central  Queens- 
land, in  the  bush,  sixty-five  miles  from  the  nearest  rail- 
way ;  but  a  coach  comes  up  every  week  from  there,  to 
ten  miles  past  here  —  seventy-five  miles,  which  distance 
it  travels  in  one  day. 

I  amuse  myself  by  playing  with  what  I  call  horses,  but 
which  are  really  pieces  of  pine  board,  with  tails  made  of 
stuff  tacked  on,  and  a  cut  made  for  their  mouths.  I 
have  saddles  and  bridles  for  them,  and  have  made  a  lot 
of  yards  for  them  inside  the  garden  and  out ;  also  some 
dams,  a  well,  and  a  dip.  I  buy  horses  from  my  mate 
Charlie,  who  lives  four  miles  from  here,  and  he  buys 
some  from  me. 

I  have  two  real  horses  besides ;  one  is  a  pony  who  is 
twenty  years  old,  but  who  can  canter  fast,  and  jump, 
too.  We  often  go  out  after  cattle,  and  have  fun  when 
they  are  being  drafted  to  go  to  the  meat  works  or  to 
different  paddocks. 

My  sister  Emma  has  a  pet  magpie  named  "Tig," 
who  got  burnt  when  he  was  young,  and  now  only 
boasts  of  five  claws  and  a  short  under  beak. 

There  are  numbers  of  kangaroos  and  dingos  here; 
the  latter  may  often  be  heard  at  night  howling  in  packs 
of  twos  and  threes. 

We  have  a  lot  of  fruit  here  in  the  summer ;  the  grapes 
especially  are  very  fine ;  dozens  of  birds  come  to  eat 
them,  and  have  to  be  shot.  The  bower-birds  are  very 
funny,  as  they  can  copy  any  sound  they  hear  about  the 
place;  but  they  have  to  be  shot,  as  they  eat  the  fruit  so. 
Yours  truly, 

Fred  G.  N.  Nott  (age  8). 


Placetas,  Cuba. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  have  taken  you  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  and  like  you  very  much. 

My  father  is  a  captain  of  the  Second  Cavalry.  This 
is  a  queer  little  town,  with  two  troops  here  and  five 
oflicers. 

The  windows  here  are  as  large  as  doors,  but  they  have 
iron  bars  on  them.  They  have  big  blinds  the  whole 
length  of  the  window,  with  little  windows  cut  in  them. 
They  are  on  the  inside  of  the  house. 

From  the  1st  of  December  to  the  24th  they  (the 
]ieople  of  Cuba)  have  torch-light  parades  every  night. 
They  carry  torches  and  different-colored  paper  lights. 
Each  town  is  divided  into  two  parts.  One  parades 
one  night,  the  other  the  next.  The  night  of  the  24tli 
tliey  both  parade,  and  afterward  the  people  decide 
which  was  best.  The  names  of  these  districts  are  For- 
tun  and  Zaza.  Zaza  had  the  best  parade  this  Christ- 
mas, but  Fortun  had  the  prettier  decorations  in  its  dis- 
trict.    We,  all  of  the  Americans,  live  in  Fortun. 


Most  of  the  people  of  Cuba  live  in  huts  made  of  the 
green  bark  of  the  royal  palm-tree,  under  the  big  leaves 
which  are  used  to  make  the  roof,  and  they  used  to  make 
rope  of  the  trunk,  but  there  is  a  fine  now  against  cutting 
these  trees.  The  rest  of  the  buildings  are  made  of 
wood  with  tiled  roofs.  There  are  very  few  stone  houses 
or  plastered  ones  on  this  island.  I  have  been  to  Matan- 
zas  and  Caibarien,  and  expect  to  see  more  of  the  island 
soon.  There  is  an  orphan  asylum  at  Remedios.  Some 
of  the  girls  sent  me  a  little  rag  doll  they  made.  It  is 
very  queer.  Mama  ordered  two  Cuban  dolls  to  be  made 
for  Christmas,  but  as  they  were  to  be  made  by  an  old 
lady  they  are  not  finished  yet.  I  saw  some  that  they 
are  to  be  like,  and  am  very  anxious  to  get  them. 

Most  of  the  people  in  the  United  States  think  that 
Cuba  is  very  warm  all  of  the  time,  but  here  in  Placetas 
it  gets  pretty  cool  in  the  winter ;  sometimes  we  have  to 
wear  winter  dresses  and  wraps;  but  we  get  oranges, 
bananas,  pineapples,  and  fresh  vegetables  all  of  the  time, 
also  cocoanuts.  Tlie  Cuban  olives  are  just  about  the 
size  of  my  second-finger  nail,  and  I  am  eleven  years  old 
—  twelve  1st  of  March. 

I  have  a  parrot,  a  pony,  and  a  bicycle.  There  are  not 
many  places  in  Cuba  that  you  can  ride  a  wheel,  but  this 
is  a  little  country  town  with  good  roads.  Placetas  is 
supposed  to  be  the  healthiest  town  on  the  island.  I 
liked  "  Denise  and  Ned  Toodles  "  very  much,  and  was 
anxious  when  "  Pretty  Polly  Perkins  "  came  out,  by  the 
same  author.  I  also  liked  "  Betty,"  and  was  glad  when 
she  found  her  mother. 

My  parrot's  name  is  "Jim."  He  talks  a  great  deal. 
His  very  cunning  trick  is,  when  any  one  knocks  on 
the  door  he  will  yell,  "Come  in."  Then  he  will  knock 
on  his  perch  with  his  bill  and  say,  "  Come  in."  Often 
when  I  go  out  to  his  perch  I  knock  with  my  finger  on  it 
and  say,  "  Come  here,  Jim  " ;  so  he  knocks  with  his 
bill  and  says,  "  Come  here,  Jim,"  just  as  I  do.  He 
bites,  and  so  we  are  afraid  to  teach  him  to  get  on  our 
finger,  but  he  will  get  on  a  stick  and  on  my  arm.  He 
walked  up  on  my  shoulder  the  other  day  and  bit  my 
ear.      I  punislied  him,  and  he  has  not  done  it  again. 

I  must  close  now,  so  good-by. 

I  remain,  your  constant  reader, 

Helen  W.  Gardner. 


Fort  Grant,  Arizona. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  am  an  army  girl, and  I  travel 
around  a  great  deal.  Year  before  last  I  was  in  Cuba, 
and  I  stayed  there  a  year  and  a  half. 

Often  we  would  have  a  cloud-burst.  Last  year  papa 
was  ordered  away  to  F'ort  Grant,  x^rizona.  There  is  an 
Apache  Indian  camp  a  half-mile  from  the  post,  and  I  see 
a  great  many  Indians. 

They  make  some  of  the  most  beautiful  baskets  and 
olles  I  ever  saw.  We  have  a  great  many  Navajo  rugs 
that  we  sent  for  to  Fort  Wingate,  New  Mexico. 

They  are  made  by  the  Navajo  Indians.     The  post  is 
situated  at  the  foot  of  the  Graham  Mountains. 
Sincerely, 

Marguerite  Cole. 


,^j 


ANSWERS  TO  PUZZLES   IN   THE  DECEMBER   NUMBER. 


DoiPLE      Acrostic.        Primals, 
Mark  Twain ;   fiii.ils,  Tom  Sawyer. 
Cross-words:  i.  Minuet.    2.  Adagio. 
3.  Rhythm.   4.  Knives.    5.  Topeka. 
6.    Willow.     7.    Airily.     8.    In- 
duce.    9.  Nearer. 

A  Christ.mas  Tree.  From 
I  to  2,  Christmas  gift. 
Cross-words:  i.  C.  2. 
She.  3.  Korea.  4.  Unity. 
5.  Roses.  6.  Victory.  7. 
lo.    G.     II.    I.     12.   Oft. 


Rhymed  Numerical  Enigma.  "  Glory  to  God  in  the  high- 
est, and  peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

Zigzag.  Santa  Claus.  Cross-words:  i.  Mars.  2.  Tear. 
3.  Anna.  4.  Tiny.  5.  Pail.  6.  Mace.  7.  Call.  8.  Reap. 
9.  Luck.     10.   Sole. 


From  I  to  2,  Christmas ;  3  to  4, 
.  Cayman.  2.  Philip.  3.  Arrows. 
Etcher.      7.    Summit.      8.    Tailor.     9. 


3.  Evade.     4.   Redan.     5. 


Germany.     8.    Ecuador. 
13.  Noted. 

Wore)-square.     I.  Alert. 
Trend. 

Behe.\dings.  Christmas  tree.  t.  C-ape.  2.  H-arm.  3.  R-ate 
4.  I-con.  5.  S-ale.  6.  T-all.  7.  M-ask.  8.  A-tom.  9.  S-and 
10.  T-art.     II.   R-ice.     12.   E-den.     13.   E-sj)y. 


A    Christmas    Zigzag. 
mistletoe.      Cross-words : 

4.  Limits.      5.    Sailor.      6. 
Stream. 

A  Final  Zigzag.  Christmas.  Cross-words:  i.  Peach.  2. 
Mirth.  3.  Pearl.  4.  Chili.  5.  Horse.  6.  Giant.  7.  Pygmy.  8. 
India.     9.   Pause. 

Connected  Diamonds.    I.    i.   B.    2.  Arm.    3.  Bring.    4.  End. 

5.  G.  II.  I.  F.  2.  Ell.  3.  Fling.  4.  Inn.  5.  G.  III.  i.  S. 
2.  Oak.  3.  Sable.  4.  All.  5.  E.  IV.  i.  S.  2.  Ape.  3.  Spare. 
4.   Era.   5.   E.     From  i  to  2  and  from  3  to  4,  gifts. 


To  OUR  Puzzlers:  Answers,  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  magazine,  must  be  received  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  and 
should  be  addressed  to  St.  Nicholas  Riddle-box,  care  of  The  Century  Co.,  33  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Answers  to  .vll  the  Puzzles  in  the  October  Nu.mber  were  received,  before  October  15th,  from  M.  McG. —  Danif  1  Milton  Miller 

—  Olive  R.  T.  Griffin  — Mabel,  George,  and  Henri  —  Edgar  Whidock  —  Florence  and  Edna — "The  Thayer  Co."  — .Allil  and  Adi  " — 
Helen  C.  Perry  —  Kathrine  Forbes  Liddell  —  Edythe  R.  Carr  — JNIary  L.  Pusey — Harriet  F.  Seaver  — Nettie  Lawrence — Kenneth 
Dows  —  Louise  Atkinson  —  Esther,  Clare,  and  Constance  —  Doris  Webb  —  Margaret  Wilkie  Gilholm  —  Rachel  Rhoades  —  Emily  P. 
Burton  —  Sara  Lawrence  Kellogg. 

Answers  to  Puzzles  in  the  October  Number   were    received,  before  October  15th,  from  Ruth  Frost,  4  —  Willie   Naseth,  2 — • 
Louise  Manny,  4  —  Helen  Humphreys,  6  —  Elizabeth  Clarke,  2  —  Sidney  K.  Eastwood,  4  —  "  The  Spencers,"  11  —  Marguerite  Sturdy,  11 

—  John  M.  Blaikie,  11  —  Bessie  G.  Gallup,  9  — Agnes  R.  Lane,  4  —  Grace  L.  Craven,  6  —  "Peter  Quince  and  Robin  Star\-ehng,"  3  — 
"Pine  Bluff  Camp,"  7  — William  G.  Rice,  Jr.,  2  —  Edward  J.  Smith,  Jr.,  3  — Lowell  Walcutt,  4  — Winifred  Mudge,  i  — Percival  C. 
Smith,  I  — Claire  L.  Sidenberg,  i — Dorothy  Boyle,  1  —  Pierson  Clair,  i  —  Ruth  E.  Frost,  i  —  Pauline  Mode,  i — Fay  Ressmeyer,  i  — 
Fanny  A.  Faunce,  i  —  Gertrude  P.  Leverich,  i — T.  Longenecker,  i — Dorothy  D.  Andrews,  i. 


WORD-SgUARE. 

I.   Proper.     2.   A  feminine  name.     3.    An  Arabian 
military  commander.     4.   A  weed.  JULIA  DODGE. 


certain  tribe   mentioned  in  .St.  Luke.     3.  The  fatlier  of 
Lotan.     4.   Goes  astray. 

V.     Lower  Square  is  the  same  as  the  right-hand 

square.  ROGER    E.    CHASE,   JR. 


OA'ERLAPPrNG   SQUARES. 

(Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 


.     *  a  a  » 

.     *  J?  *f  # 

.     »  Sf  *  * 

ff  7*  if  * 


I.  Upper  Square:  i.  A  rehgious  superior.  2. 
ITie  supreme  god  of  the  Canaanites.  3.  Part  of  the 
name  of  a  poor  wood-cutter  in  the  Arabian  Night.s' 
Entertainments.     4.   An  exclamation. 

IL  Left-hand  Square  is  the  same  as  the  upper 
square. 

in.  Ce.n'tr.\l  Square  :  i.  Part  of  the  name  of  the 
wood-cutter.  2.  An  interjection.  3.  Ignoble.  4.  A 
certain  tribe  mentioned  in  St.  Luke. 

IV.     Right-hand   Square:    i.   Foundation.     2.  A 


PROGRESSIVE   NUMERICAL   ENIGMA. 

When  1-2-3  and  1-2-3-4  were  looking  for  geological 
specimens,  they  asked  3  4-5-6,  who  was  examining  a  red 
5-6-7,  where  1-2-3-4-5-6-7  could  be  found;  and  he  an- 
swered," In  the  dictionary."  ANNA  M.  PRATT. 


DOUBLE     ACROSTIC. 

My  primals,  reading  downward,  and  my  final.*,  reading 
upward,  spell  a  pleasant  greeting. 

Ckoss-words:  I.  An  originator.  2.  A  province  of 
Italy.  3.  To  cause  to  disappear  by  rubbing  out.  4.  To 
redden.  5.  To  draw  again.  6.  A  nickname  for  a  na- 
tive of  New  England.  7.  A  city  of  China.  8.  Suhinis- 
sively.  9.  To  get  an  equivalent  or  compensation  for. 
10.  Part  of  the  foot.  II.  A  tribe  of  Indians  who  for- 
merly lived  in  western  New  York.  12.  A  long,  hollow 
vessel  for  holding  water  or  other  liquid.  13.  Not  sound 
and  healthful.  14.  To  rouse  from  sleep  or  torpor. 
15.  A  great  desert. 

ROBERT  FREDERICK  LAU  (League  Member). 
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THE    RIDDLE-BOX. 


CONNECTED   SQUARES 


leave  a  pronoun.  5.  Doubly  behead  a  forced  smile, 
and  leave  a  preposition.  6.  Doubly  behead  to  de- 
vise, and  leave  a  small  aperture.  7.  Doubly  behead 
to  broil,  and  leave  sick.  8.  Doubly  behead  a  place 
for   offerings,  and   leave   a  product  of  the  pine-tree. 

9.  Doubly   behead   to   unite,   and   leave   a   pronoun. 

10.  Doubly  behead   to   satisfy,  and    leave  comfort. 

1 1.  Doubly  behead  a  flag,  and  leave  a  token. 

GERTRUDE    HELEN    SCHIRMER. 


I.  Upper  Left-hand  Square:  i.  Noc- 
turnal birds.  2.  To  stay.  3.  Similar.  4. 
Part  of  a  flower. 

II.  Upper  Right-hand  Square:  i. 
A  musical  instrument.     2.  To  bubble.     3. 

^1  Combustible  substances  obtained  from  ani- 
mals, vegetables,  and  minerals.  4.  Other- 
wise. 

III.  Central  Square:  i.  Part  of  a 
horse.    2.  Agile  animals.    3.  Low.    4.  To 

discern. 

IV.  Lower  Left-hand  Square: 
I.  Empty.  2.  Surface.  3.  Quiet. 
4.    Devours. 

V.  Lower  Right-hand  Square. 
I.  Christmas-tide.  2.  On.  3.  A  bur- 
den.    4.   Extreme  points. 

LESTER  siCHEL  (League  Member). 


PRIMAL   ACROSTIC. 

When  the- following  words  have  been  rightly  guessed, 
the  initial  letters  will  spell  the  surname  of  a  famous 
Swedish  botanist. 

Cross-words  :  i.  A  certain  fruit  which  was  said  to 
make  those  who  ate  of  it  forget  their  native  country. 
2.  A  vine  which  is  the  subject  of  a  poem  by  Charles 
Dickens.  3.  A  common  flower  of  many  shades  of  yel- 
low. 4.  A  flower  named  after  a  beautiful  youth  who  fell 
in  love  with  his  own  reflection  in  a  fountain.  5.  A  com- 
mon fall  wild  flower.  6.  A  large,  coarse  herb  with  yel- 
low flowers.  7.  A  botanical  word  meaning  "  having 
only  one  leaf."  8.  A  fruit  highly  commended  by  Izaak 
Walton. 

A  DOUBLY  BEHEADED   ACROSTIC. 

(Gold Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

(Example  :  Doubly  behead  ahard  substance,  and  leave 
a  number.     Answer,  St-one.) 

When  the  following  words  have  been  rightly  guessed 
and  doubly  beheaded,  the  initials  of  the  remaining  words 
will  spell  a  word  often  heard  during  the  Christmas 
holidays. 

Cross-words  :  i.  Doubly  behead  to  wear  away,  and 
leave  part  of  the  body.  2.  Doubly  behead  cargo,  and 
leave  a  number.  3.  Doubly  behead  coldness,  and  leave 
to  attend.     4.    Doubly  behead  a  hymn  of  praise,  and 


CHARADE. 

You  'll  hardly  like  to  make  my  first 
In  school,  or  play,  or  any  time  ; 

And  yet  't  is  often  charming,  too, 
And  idolized  in  verse  and  rhyme. 

And  some  of  you,  if  you  will  scan 
Your  envelopes,  will  see  the  word. 

For  every  mile  contains  my  next. 
Each  foot,  a  number  of  my  third. 

A  ship  is  taken  in  my  third. 

When  sails  no  longer  deck  the  mast ; 

My  second  is  a  letter,  and 

Of  flax  and  hemp  they  make  my  last. 

My  whole  is  often  mentioned  now, 
But  ne'er  in  sad  or  solemn  mood; 

Yet  years  ago  it  killed,  't  is  said, 
A  god  both  beautiful  and  good, 

DORIS  WEBB 

(Winner  of  a  gold  badge). 

DIAMOND. 

I.  In  elegant.  2.  A  very  large  bird,  now  extinct. 
3.  What  you  are  not,  if  you  solve  this  puzzle.  4.  To 
request.     5.   In  elegant. 

CONCEALED  CENTRAL  ACROSTIC. 

I  AM  a  leader  —  I  begin 
The  centuries  as  they  roll  in. 

Cross-words  : 

1.  When  Madam  Alma  Jorray  taught 
Her  famous  school  of  ancient  thought, 

2.  An  Arab,  a  seditious  youth. 
Declared  she  wandered  from  the  truth. 

3    He  said  it  turned  his  blood  to  ice 
To  hear  her  calling  Plato  nice. 

4.  But  when  she  cro\\ned  his  bust  with  flowers. 
And  sighed,  "  An  ancestor  of  ours," 

5.  He  scowled  at  such  a  rank  offense. 

And  cried,  "It  rains  —  I  must  go  hence." 

6.  And  in  a  tremor,  all  at  once 

He  shouted,  "  Plato  is  a  dunce!" 

7.  Now  Madam  Jorray  edifies 
The  scholars  not  unduly  wise. 

anna  m.  pratt. 
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AN  ANGLO-AMERICAN  ALLIANCE.    1 


By  Philip  Brett  Sawyer. 


m 


When  it  was  finally  decided  that  Robert  and  could  go  with  them  as  far  as  New  York,  and 

Christopher   Belcher  were  going  to  Bermuda,  realized    how    much    self-reliance   such    a    trip 

they  were  the  proudest  boys  that  ever  fished  for  would  teach  them,  she  gave  her  consent, 
suckers  off  the  Sandy  River  trestle-bridge.     An         It  was  pretty  rougli  on  the  voyage,  for  they 

ocean  voyage  and  a  visit  to  a  foreign  country  crossed  the  Gulf  Stream,  as  their  Aunt  Helen 

would  have  made  them  sufticiendy  elated,  but  e.xplained  to  them  afterward,  bias.      This  dis- 

the  fact  that  they  were  going  to  be  entertained  tinctly  feminine  word  was  a  new  one  to  Rob 

by    an   officer    in    a    British   royal  regiment  of  and  Kit,  and  neither  knew  what  it  meant,  but 

the  line  caused  their  freckled  faces  to  be  ex-  ever  afterward    it   called  to    their  minds   two 

panded  in  perpetual  grins  of  joy.     Of  course  days  when  for  the  greater  part  of  the  time  they 

their  mother  had  many  misgivings  when  her  lay  in   their  bunks  on  board  the  "  Trinidad," 

sister,  who  had  married  Major  Wethered  of  the  watching  through  the  port-hole   the   wriggling 

Worcestershire  Regiment,  stationed  at  Bermuda,  sky-line  dance  up  and  down.     About  noon  of 

wrote  asking  that  the  boys  might  make  them  a  the  second  da\^  this  sky-line  was  broken  by  a 

visit.     The  journey  seemed  such  a  long  one  for  far-away   steamer  headed   north,  which    threw 

them  to  take  alone,  and  Mrs.  Belcher  was  con-  out  a  tremendous  amount  of  black  smoke.     Rob 

fident  that  the  boys  would  be  climbing  into  the  said  she  was   probably   a  tramp   freighter,  but 

crow's-nest  and  all  over  the  ship  if  they  found  Kit  was  confident  that  she  was  a  man-of-war. 

a  chance.     Hut   when  she  refiected  that  Rob,  Early  on  the  third  morning  the  sea  became  a 

who  was  the  older,  had  attained  to  the  dignity  litde  smoother,  and  the  steward  said  that  the 

of  his  first  long  trousers,  and  that  their  father  island   would  be  sighted  within   "  a  couple  of 
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hours."  The  boys  were  feehng  mucli  better,  so 
they  dressed  and  went  on  deck. 

Rob  and  Kit  made  friends  with  the  cjuarter- 
master,  a  jovial,  bronze-eheeked  old  fellow,  who 
patiently  answered  their  multitude  of  questions, 
until  he  must  have  felt  as  if  he  had  explained 
the  workings  of  the  vessel  from  stem  to  stern. 
He  took  them  forward  into  the  bow  to  look  for 
land.  The  sea  was  still  high,  and  the  great 
waves  came  from  the  stern  and  rolled  up  under 
them  until  the  horizon  was  entirely  hidden,  and, 
for  an  instant,  they  were  looking  into  a  great 
wall  of  water.  Then  this  would  fall  away  with 
fearful  suddenness,  and  the  boys  would  gasp  as 
the  ship's  nose  dropped. 

"It  's  just  like  going  down  in  an  elevator," 
said  Kit.  "  Hi,  Rob  !  "  he  shouted  as  he  looked 
over  the  side  of  the  vessel, "  see,  there  's  a  bird 
skimming  along  the  water ;  and  look,  it  's  diving 
for  its  food.  Now  it  's  gone  —  you  were  too 
slow." 

"  I  see  one  over  there,"  said  the  older  one, 
pointing,  "  and  another,  and  another.  Kit, 
they  're  not  birds,  but  flying-fish,  and  we  've 
run  into  a  whole  school  of  'em." 

The  quartermaster  turned  to  them  just  then, 
and  said  that  the  blue  haze  they  could  see  a 
little  to  the  port  was  the  island. 

"  And  look  yonder,"  he  called,  "  a  bit  to  the 
le'ward ! " 

"  It  's  a  sail !  "  shouted  Kit. 

"  Ay,  the  pilot-boat,"  answered  the  quarter- 
master. "  We  '11  pick  him  up  in  half  an  hour ; 
he  '11  take  charge  of  the  vessel,  and  bring  us 
through  the  narrow  channel  into  Hamilton 
harbor." 

It  was  not  long  before  they  were  near  enough 
to  see  the  figure  6  painted  on  the  sail  of  the 
pilot-boat.  Presently  the  sloop  came  up  into 
the  wind,  and  a  rovvboat  put  forth.  There  were 
three  colored  men  in  her,  two  rowing  lustily 
and  one  holding  the  tiller.  The  Trinidad 
slowed  down  and  waited.  The  little  boat  pulled 
alongside,  and  a  rope  was  thrown,  and  caught 
by  the  forward  oarsman.  He  clutched  it,  and 
was  nearly  pulled  overboard  as  the  line  came 
taut.  The  course  of  the  rowboat  was  changed 
so  suddenly  that  she  was  pulled  sidewise,  ship- 
ping a  large  wave,  which  hit  full  in  the  face 
the  man  at  the  stern.      He  shook  the  water 


from  his  eyes,  and  grinned,  showing  many  white 
teeth.  Then  lie  stood  and  grasped  a  rope 
ladder  that  had  been  thrown  over  the  side  of 
the  vessel.  The  boys  ran  aft,  and  got  there 
just  in  time  to  see  the  man,  who  was  uncom- 
monly fat  and  black,  clamber  over  the  rail.  The 
pilot  greeted  the  captain,  and  immediately  there 
was  a  clang  of  gongs,  and  the  steamer  started 
ahead,  soon  leaving  the  little  boat  and  the  sloop 
far  behind. 

Just  then  Rob  and  Kit  heard  the  bugle  an- 
nouncing luncheon  ;  but  even  the  hunger  which 
came  to  them  after  a  two  days'  subsistence  on 
cracked  ice,  lemonade,  and  biscuits  could  not 
allay  their  excitement  enough  to  keep  them 
long  below.  When  they  scampered  again  on 
deck,  the  island  was  in  plain  sight.  The  boys 
at  once  sought  out  their  new  friend,  the  quarter- 
master, and  made  him  explain  every  point  of 
interest. 

"  I  thought,"  said  Kit,  rather  mournfully,  as 
he  looked  at  the  white  patches  which  dotted 
the  island,  "  that  we  were  n't  going  to  have 
any  snow  here." 

"  Ho,  ho !  "  laughed  the  old  sailor,  "  they  're 
houses,  youngster,  not  snow  patches.  You  see, 
there  ain't  any  springs  or  rivers  on  these  islands, 
and  people  have  to  use  the  rain-water  which 
they  catch  from  their  roofs.  That  's  why  the 
buildings  are  all  so  clean  and  white.  Now,  you 
see  the  big  patch  on  the  top  of  that  hill  ?  Well, 
the  government  has  peeled  off  the  soil  and 
whitewashed  the  coral  rock  to  supply  the  bar- 
racks and  the  big  tanks  in  case  of  a  drought." 

On  the  extreme  end  of  the  island  they  saw  a 
fort  which  stood  at  the  top  of  a  high  bluff 
They  were  near  enough  to  hear  the  notes  of  a 
bugle,  and  Rob  said  he  could  make  out  the 
flag  floating  from  the  top. 

"  Wonder  what  it  's  like  inside  that  fort  ?  " 
said  the  older  brother.  "  Guess  I  '11  ask  Major 
Wethered  if  he  won't  take  us  through  it." 

"  Well,  if  ye  go,"  remarked  the  quartermaster, 
"  ye  '11  be  the  first  furriner  that  ever  got  inside 
Fort  St.  Cath'rine.  These  English  have  very 
particular  notions  about  that,  and  I  don't  be- 
lieve, youngster,  that  ye  '11  ever  get  the  view 
from  them  battlements,  unless  ye  come  at  the 
head  of  a  bigger  fleet  than  England  's  got  now, 
and  I  must  say  that  ain't  so  very  likely." 


1902.] 


AX    AXGI.O-AMKKICAN    AI.LIANXE. 


^93 


The  ship  threaded  her  way  slowly  tlirough 
the  channel  inside  the  coral  reefs,  where  the 
waves  broke  witli  much  loam  and  wound  in 
an  amethyst  sea  alons;  the  semi-tropical  shore. 
Once,  as  they  entered  the  harbor,  the  steamer 
went  so  near  a  little  island  that  Kit  thought  he 
coukl  jumj)  ashore  if  he  tried. 

It  was  on  this  island  that  the  l)oys  saw  their 
first  red-coated  "Tommy  Atkins."  He  was 
hurrying  down  a  road  to  the  shore,  with  his 
little  i)ill-box  caj)  perched  over  one  ear,  and 
was  jauntily  swinging  his  short  '"swagger  stick," 
or  little  cane. 

As  they  approached  the  dock  the  'I'rini- 
dad  was  surrounded  by  a  multitude  of  small 
boats  filled  with  men  calling  lustily  the  names 
of  certain  hotels,  and  others  holding  up  roses 
and  lilies  for  sale.  There  was  a  great  crowd  on 
the  wharf,  and  among  them  the  boys  made  out 
their  uncle  and  aunt.  Kit  was  disappointed 
because  the  maior  did  n't  have  on  his  scarlet 
tunic  ;  but  Rob  explained  that  the  otiicers  wore 
their  uniforms  only  when  on  duty,  while  the 
privates  never  appeared  in  civilian  clothes. 

The  days  that  followed  were  crowded  full  of 
perpetual  joy  for  Rob  and  Kit.  Bermuda  lies 
in  the  shape  of  a  fish-hook  about  twenty-five 
miles  long,  made  up  of  various  islands  joined 
together  by  causeways ;  and  the  boys  on  their 
bicycles  explored  the  entire  length,  from  Ireland 
Island  and  the  dockyards  on  one  end,  to  the 
ancient  town  of  St.  George  on  the  other. 

But  perhaps  they  enjoyed  most  the  visits  to 
the  garrison  at  Prospect  Hill  with  their  uncle. 
The  British  soldiers  were  a  constant  surprise  to 
them,  and  not  in  the  least  according  to  their 
early  ideas. 

And  when  Rob  and  Kit  strutted  along  the 
road  or  across  the  parade-ground,  trying  to  keep 
step  with  the  major,  and  every  soldier  that  they 
passed  clicked  his  heels  together  and  made  a 
wonderful  salute,  the  boys  swelled  out  their 
little  chests  with  pride.  They  wanted  to  make 
friends  with  every  "  Tommy,"  and  to  try  on  their 
funny  little  caps,  and  swing  their  swagger 
sticks  ;  but  the  major  explained  that  it  would  n't 
do  at  all  when  he  was  with  tliem,  and  he  told 
them  much  about  military  discipline,  and  how 
it  was  necessary  for  a  sharp  line  to  be  drawn  be- 
tween officers  and  men.     Rob  and  Kit  thought 


this  was  merely  army  "red-tape"  and  more  or 
less  ridiculous,  and  it  only  made  them  more 
keen  to  make  friends  with  some  of  tiie  good- 
natured-looking  soldiers. 

This  desire  for  accjuaintanceship  with  pictur- 
esque Thomas  Atkins  led  to  serious  trouble. 
It  was  one  day  when  they  rode  down  to  the 
very  old  town  of  St.  George.  Rob  and  Kit 
first  hunted  up  a  little  shop  they  had  seen  on  a 
previous  trip,  where  they  bought  some  bananas 
by  the  pound.  The  store  was  kept  by  an  (jld 
colored  woman  who  was  so  fat  that  she  never 
got  out  of  her  chair,  and  her  customers  were 
supposed  to  wait  on  themselves.  The  boys  left 
their  bicycles  here  in  her  care,  so  that  they 
could  roam  at  will  about  the  narrow  streets. 
After  a  half-hour  or  so  of  wandering,  they 
climbed  a  steep  hill  at  the  farther  end  of  the 
town,  and  came  upon  some  barracks  and  mili- 
tary buildings.  Beyond,  the  road  ran  up  a 
gentle  incline  to  a  fort  on  the  extreme  end 
of  the  island. 

"  Don't  you  remember  it  ?  "  Rob  asked  his 
brother.  "  That  is  the  fort  we  saw  the  morning 
we  came." 

"  So  it  is,"  answered  the  little  fellow ;  "  and 
the  quartermaster  told  us  that  no  foreigner  had 
ever  been  inside.  How  funny  to  be  called 
that !  I  always  supposed  they  were  Italians 
and  Frenchmen  and  that  sort  of  people;  but  I 
suppose  we  are  foreigners  down  here.  Just  the 
same-y,  I  'd  like  to  go  inside  that  old  fort;  I  '11 
bet  Uncle  Edward  could  get  us  in." 

"  No,  he  could  n't,"  replied  Rob,  "  because  I 
asked  him,  and  he  said  we  belonged  to  the 
enemy  and  it  never  could  be  allowed." 

Just  then  they  heard  a  great  shouting  in  a 
field  a  little  farther  along,  and  when  the  boys 
ran  toward  the  noise  they  saw  a  crowd  of  sol- 
diers playing  football. 

"  That  's  a  curious  game,"  said  Rob,  when 
they  had  been  standing  a  (cw  minutes  on  the 
edge  of  the  field.  "  Why  don't  they  line  up 
and  run  with  the  ball  instead  of  kicking  it  all 
the  time?  " 

At  this  moment  there  was  a  sharp  ])la\- ;  the 
ball  shot  over  the  goal-posts,  and  the  men 
shouted  again. 

"  Rob,  did  you  see  that  ?  "  said  Kit,  dancing 
with  excitement.     '"  The  big  fellow  butted  the 
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ball  over  with  his  head  !  Let 's  find  out  how 
they  play  this  game,  anyway." 

A  soldier  in  brown  khaki  was  standing  near, 
intent  on  the  sport.  He  had  light  hair  cut  very 
short,  all  except  a  lock  in  front,  which  was 
brushed  straight  upward  in  a  sort  of  curl.  His 
diminutive  cap  was  tipped  over  the  right  ear. 
He  had  such  a  jaunty  appearance  that  the 
boys  felt  no  hesitation  in  asking  him  all  man- 
ner of  questions  about  the  game.  The  man 
proved  good-natured,  and  in  a  short  time  the 
three  had  discusseil  at  length  the  merits  of  the 
Association  and  the  Rugby  games  of  football. 

After  a  while  Kit  said  :  "  You  must  have  a 
grand  time  on  these  islands." 

"Grand?  Ho,  bloomin'  grand,  I  should  say!" 
answered  the  Tommy,  scornfully.  "  Why,  there 
ain't  a  thing  for  a  beggar  to  do  —  no  theaters 
nor  any  shootin'.  The  only  fun  we  'ave  is 
swimmin'.  I  've  been  in  this  bloomin'  place 
three  years  'nd  five  months,  'nd  now,  s'  'elp 
me,  I  'm  a  time-expired  man.  The  transport  is 
due  day  after  to-morrow,  and  then  back  goes  I 
to  England.  I  'm  so  bloomin'  glad  to  be  goin' 
'ome  that  I  'm  all  twitterly  inside,  'nd  that  reck- 
less I  don't  care  what  I  do." 

The  game  came  to  an  end,  and  the  soldiers, 
with  much  good-humored  horse-play,  began  to 
put  on  their  coats.  The  new-found  friend  of 
the  boys,  who  said  his  name  was  Ponting, — 
"  Gunner  Ponting  of  the  Royal  Hartillery," — 
walked  along  with  them  as  they  started  to  stroll 
up  the  hill.  He  was  very  good-natured  and 
talkative,  and  pointed  out  the  barracks,  the 
parade-ground,  and  the  fever  hospital.  Pass- 
ing around  a  clump  of  cedars  at  a  bend  in  the 
road,  they  came  again  in  view  of  the  fort  about 
quarter  of  a  mile  ahead. 

"  I  don't  supj)Ose  you  could  take  us  in  that 
fort  with  you  ?  "  said  Rob,  a  little  wistfully.  '■  I 
have  never  been  in  one,  and  have  always  wanted 
to  see  what  they  look  like  inside." 

"  Well,  to  tell  the  'ole  truth,"  answered  Gun- 
ner Ponting,  "  'Is  Majesty  King  Edward  ain't 
pertickler  about  havin'  furriners  mousin'  round 
inside  his  fortifications,  'cause  they  might  turn 
out  to  be  spies." 

"  But  truly  we  're  not  spies,"  answered  Kit, 
quickly. 

"I  say!  —  that  'ere  's  lucky,"  replied  Ponting, 


with  a  wink  at  Rob,  "  'cause  if  you  were  we 
might  be  obliged  to  'ang  you."  The  gunner 
stopped,  scratched  his  head,  and  then  bright- 
ened as  if  he  had  figured  out  some  delicate 
problem.  "  You  young  gentlemen  don't  'appen 
to  'ave  two  bob  in  your  pockets  ?  "  said  he. 

"  Two  bob  ?  "  queried  Kit. 

"  Yes  —  a  couple  o'  shillings ;  'cause,  if  you 
'ave,  I  might  send  'em  to  King  Edward  with  a 
note  explainin'  as  'ow  you  were  pertickler  anx- 
ious to  see  the  inside  o'  Fort  St.  Cath'rine,  'nd 
I  suppose  it  would  be  all  right." 

Rob  gaily  handed  Ponting  two  shillings. 

"  But  do  you  think  w'e  ought  to  go  in  ? " 
asked  Kit,  timidly. 

"  Who  's  afraid  ?  "  said  Rob. 

The  fort  was  of  solid  masonry,  perched  on 
the  peak  of  the  hill.  On  three  sides  sheer  walls 
of  natural  coral  rock  dropped  to  the  sea.  There 
was  a  deep  cut  at  the  side  toward  the  road, 
forming  a  sort  of  moat,  over  which  hung  a 
drawbridge. 

"  I  don't  suppose  any  guns  could  ever  hurt 
such  heavy  walls,"  said  Kit,  admiringly. 

"  Bless  my  'eart,"  answered  Ponting,  "  why, 
we  've  big  ships  that  could  stand  oftshore  ten 
miles  'nd  blow  the  'ole  bloomin'  business  sky- 
high  !  " 

They  came  to  the  bridge,  and  Rob  looked 
over  into  the  moat,  and  beyond  down  the  cliff" 
to  the  beach  below,  where  the  ocean  rollers 
were  breaking  with  a  muffled  roar.  "  Whew  I  " 
said  he,  "  but  I  would  n't  care  to  fall  down 
there.  Guess  it  would  take  a  thundering  big 
army  to  storm  that  height." 

"  I  've  dumb  up  there  lots  o'  times,"  an- 
swered Ponting.  "There  's  just  one  path  that 
some  of  us  discovered  when  we  wanted  to  get 
out  after  taps.  But  it  's  no  bloomin'  fun  gettin' 
down  there,  daylight  or  dark." 

The  three  passed  over  the  bridge,  past  the 
sentry,  through  a  small  passageway  with  im- 
mensely thick  walls,  and  came  into  an  oi)en 
court  behind  solid  ramparts,  in  which  Rob  and 
Kit  counted  eleven  big  guns.  At  the  farther 
end  a  sentinel  paced  slowly.  They  were  then 
taken  into  the  queer  round  tower  which  filled 
the  middle  of  the  fort,  passed  through  the 
kitchens,  and  went  down  some  narrow  stairs 
into  a  blackness  that  the  boys  felt  sure  was  a 
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dungeon ;  but  Ponting  told  them  that  it  was 
where  ammunition  was  sometimes  stored. 

They  then  cHmbed  back,  and  were  passing 
again  through  the  kitchens  when  Ponting  sud- 
denly stopped. 

"  'Ere,"  he  whispered  hoarsely,  "  get  into 
this  closet  —  (piick  "  ;  and  he  oi)ened  the  door  of 
a  diminutive  cuj)board  filled  with  dishes,  and 
without  ceremony  pushed  the  boys  in.  Rob 
and  Kit  felt  very  romantic  and  wicked  in  the 
darkness.  They  heard  footsteps  and  then  a 
strange  voice: 

"  Hello,  Ponting ;  did  n't  know  you  were  on 
inside  duty  to-day;  thought  you  were  gettin' 
ready  for  'ome." 

"That  's  what,"  answeretl  the  gunner.  "I 
just  came  in  to  look  about  a  bit,  and  get  part  of 
my  kit  I  left." 

The  other  continued :  "  We  '11  stir  'em  up 
after  a  bit;    the  squadron  's  about  due." 

"  S'  'elp  me,  I  'most  forgot  the  bloomin'  squad- 
ron !  "  broke  in  Ponting.  "  This  noon  was  the 
time,  unless  they  've  struck  it  bad  'tween  'ere 
and  Jamaica." 

"  We  're  all  ready  to  pump  a  bloomin'  good 
salute  at  'em,  anyway,  when  they  do  show  up  "  ; 
and  the  man  passed  on  through  the  doorway. 

Ponting  opened  the  closet  door.  "  I  'ope 
you  young  gentlemen  will  pardon  me,"  said 
he,  with  humility,  "  but  that  'ere  was  a  new 
non-com  orfcer,  'nd  'e  feels  a  bit  cocky  over 
'is  promotion.  I  did  n't  know  exactly  'ow  'e 
would  take  it  findin'  strangers  'ere.  Suppose 
I  'd  better  get  you  out  o'  this,  anyway,  'cause 
if  they  sight  the  squadron  there  '11  be  trouble. 
Maybe,  though,  we  've  got  time  to  go  up  to  the 
battlements,  'cause  there  's  a  grand  view  o'  St. 
George  and  the  reefs  at  sea,  but  I  ain't  per- 
tickler  about  'avin'  these  non-coms  see  us.  Hit 's 
all  right  with  the  gunners." 

The  three  climbed  a  dark  flight  of  stone 
stairs  and  came  out  into  the  sunlight.  Their 
guide  led  them,  tiptoeing,  to  the  parapet  and 
pointed  to  the  great  bow  of  the  open  ocean.  The 
boys  had  scarcely  time  to  gasp  at  the  grandeur 
of  the  view  —  the  brilliant  sea  with  the  white 
chain  of  foam  which  marked  the  reefs  on  the 
horizon  —  when  the  resonant  sounds  of  a  bugle 
rang  out,  and  there  was  a  tramping  of  men's 
feet    in    the  courtyard  below  as  they   ran    to 


stand  by  the  guns.  At  the  first  sound  of 
alarm  PcnUiiig  had  stopped,  listening,  his  face 
almost  pale  under  the  bronze  of  the  sunburn. 
Then  he  ran  ([uickly  and  peered  over  the  bat- 
tlements. He  spoke  hoarsely:  " 'T  ain't  any 
use ;  the  corporal  o'  the  guard  is  by  the  bridge. 
But  we  've  got  to  get  out  o'  'ere,  or  it  's  as 
much  as  my  bloomin'  'ide  is  worth  !  Hit  's  the 
war-ships  comin'  by,  'nd  we  'ave  to  man  the 
'ole  fort  to  give  'em  a  salute.  They  '11  be  up 
in  a  minute.     'Ere,  follow  me." 

The  boys  heard  a  shuffling  as  of  a  file  of  men 
on  the  stairs  they  had  just  come  up.  Ponting 
led  them,  running,  across  the  open,  and  down 
another  flight  of  stairs.  Through  a  narrow 
tunnel  of  solid  masonry  they  passed,  up  some 
steps,  and  then  came  into  a  good-sized  room  in 
which  mattresses  and  bedding  were  stacked. 

"  'Ow  are  you  young  gentlemen  hoff"  for 
courage  ?  "  asked  Ponting. 

"  Try  us  and  see,"  spoke  up  Kit ;  but  he 
hoped  the  gunner  was  n't  going  to  propose 
that  they  fight  the  garrison. 

"  Then  climb  out  of  that  window,"  said  Pont- 
ing, indicating  a  square  casement,  "  'nd  wait 
for  me  on  the  ledge.  'Old  on  tight,  'nd  don't 
get  scared,  for  't  ain't  so  ugly  as  it  looks." 

First  Rob,  then  Kit,  obeyed,  and  they  found 
themselves  on  a  shelf  of  rock  about  three  feet 
broad  which  overhung  the  chff.  Kit  gave 
one  look  down,  then  shut  his  eyes.  Rob 
seemed  to  be  suspended  in  mid-air;  below  him 
dropped  the  clift"  sheer  down  to  where  the  sea 
was  breaking  on  the  beach.  Between  circled 
a  few  sea-birds.  Out  beyond,  on  the  turcjuoise 
ocean,  five  or  six  war-ships  were  steaming 
placidly  in  the  sunlight.  Behind  them  in  the 
fort  they  heard  once  more  the  sound  of  a  bugle, 
this  time  a  drawn-out,  wailing  note. 

Ponting  quickly  api)eared  beside  them. 
"  Come,  my  brave  mates,"  he  spoke  in  a  hoarse 
voice,  "  follow  me,  and  we  '11  be  out  o'  this 
bloomin'  i)lace  in  no  time." 

Kit  shuddered  as  he  saw  the  cheerful  gunner 
disappear  over  the  side  of  the  ledge,  and  shrank 
back  against  the  wall,  expecting  to  hear  him  slip 
and  go  bounding  down  over  the  rocks.  But 
Ponting  had  swung  under  the  ledge,  and  had 
his  feet  firmly  planted  on  a  shelving  rock,  while 
his  hand  grasped  a  twisted  root  over  his  head. 
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"  Now,  you  big  'un,"  came  his  mufifled  voice, 
"  'elp  the  rooky.  Steady,  now  —  there  we  are ; 
don't  look  down ;  1  've  got  you  snug  and 
tight,  smooth  as  the  manual  o'  arms  —  foot 
'ere — now  grab  my  'and  —  'ere  we  are!" 
Ponting  kept  up  a  running  fire  of  whispers 
wliile  he  helped  Kit,  and  Rob  followed  behind. 

The  rocks  were  hot  to  Kit  in  the  bright  sun- 
light, and  the  sea-birds  kept  up  such  a  screech- 
ing. His  foot  slipped  and  his  heart  almost 
stopped  beating,  but  Ponting  caught  him  on 
the  instant  and  steadied  him. 

Down,  down  they  crawled.  The  boys' 
clothes  were  torn  and  their  fingers  scratched 
and  bleeding.  They  had  almost  reached  the 
bottom. 

"  Plucky  mates ! "  exclaimed  the  gunner, 
''  couple  o'  minutes  more  —  steady  now  — 
'ome  to-morrow  —  safe  at  last  —  " 

"  Halt !  Who  goes  there  ?  "  A  sentry  had 
discovered  them  and  had  given  the  alarm. 

"  All  hup  with  me ! "  growled  Ponting.  "  Now 
you  fellows  'ook  it." 

"  But  he  '11  shoot  us !"  wailed  Kit. 

"  Not  if  I  don't  run,"  answered  their  guide. 

The  boys  did  n't  wait  for  anything  more,  but 
half  slid,  half  tumbled,  much  to  the  detriment 
of  their  clothing,  down  the  rest  of  the  clift"  to 
the  beach,  and  then  scuttled  off"  like  frightened 
crabs  along  the  shore  and  around  a  point  of 
land  until  they  found  a  place  where  by  climb- 
ing they  could  regain  the  road.  Without  I'esting, 
and  in  a  panic  of  fear,  they  ran  down  the  hill, 
past  the  barracks  and  the  football  field,  into 
St.  George,  got  their  bicycles  from  the  fat  old 
banana-woman,  feeling  all  the  time  like  escaped 
convicts,  and  rode  away  rapidly.  Once  outside 
the  town,  their  spirits  rose  mightily,  and  the 
boys  began  to  talk  with  excitement,  and  even  to 
sing  and  shout  in  their  glee  over  the  adventure. 
Spasmodically  they  rehearsed  every  detail  of 
their  experience,  and  would  have  been  buoyantly 
happy  over  their  escape  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  trouble  they  felt  sure  was  in  store  for  their 
friend  the  gunner. 

"  My,  won't  the  major  be  wild ! "  choked 
Rob.     Those  were  prophetic  words. 

"  I  suppose  we  '11  have  to  tell  him,"  said  Kit, 
as  he  pedaled  swiftly  beside  his  brother. 

"  Of  course  !  "  exclaimed  the  older  one. 


Aunt  Helen  was  in  the  garden  clipping  rcses 
when  the  boys  turned  into  the  driveway. 

"  Goodness  gracious !  what  have  you  imps 
been  up  to  now  ?  "  she  .said,  throwing  up  her 
hands,  as  she  caught  sight  of  the  dusty,  ragged 
urchins. 

"  We  've  been  in  a  British  fort !  "  shouted  Kit, 
as  they  dismounted  and  threw  their  bicycles  on 
the  grass,  "and  we  almost  got  caught,  and  we 
had  to  shin  down  a  clift"!  " 

"  Merciful  powers  !  "  exclaimed  x\unt  Helen, 
"  you  look  as  if  you  had  come  through  forty 
battles.  What  will  Edward  say?  How  did 
you  ever  get  in  ?  " 

"  A  gunner  showed  us  around;  we  gave  him 
a  couple  of  shillings.  And  he  got  caught,  and 
now  I  suppose  they  will  hang  him,  and  it  was 
all  our  fault,"  wailed  Kit,  dolefully. 

When  the  major  heard  of  their  adventure,  he 
pulled  hard  at  the  ends  of  his  mustache  and 
looked  very  grave. 

"  It  's  rather  fortunate  that  you  rascals  got 
away,  because  the  commanding  officer  of  the 
Royal  Artillery  might  have  made  it  unpleasant 
until  he  found  out  who  you  were.  It  really  was 
a  most  extraordinary  offense  for  the  gunner,  and 
I  can't  see  how  he  happened  to  take  you  in." 

"  But  I  don't  see  how  they  can  touch  him," 
said  Rob,  "  because  he  said  his  enlistment  had 
expired,  and  he  is  going  to  England  as  soon  as 
the  transport  comes." 

"That  makes  no  difference,"  said  the  major, 
slowly  pacing  up  and  down  the  room;  "  for  the 
sake  of  discipline  the  commanding  officer  will 
have  to  make  an  example  of  him,  and  he  will 
be  punished  severely.  Offhand,  1  should  say 
that  he  would  be  imprisoned  for  a  year.  Had 
you  been  caught,  it  would  have  been  all  I  could 
do  to  prevent  your  being  sent  oft"  the  island." 

"  Oh,  it 's  too  bad !  "  mourned  Kit ; "  he  was  such 
a  good-natured  Tommy,  and  so  kind  to  us !  " 

"  I  'm  going  to  the  commanding  officer  and 
tell  him  how  it  happened,"  broke  in  Rob. 

"  That  would  n't  do  the  least  good,"  said  the 
major ;  "  discipline  requires  that  the  man  be 
punished;  the  only  appeal  is  to  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Crown,  the  governor  of  the  island." 

"  Then  we  '11  go  to  him,"  manfully  declared 
Kit.  "  We  must  do  all  we  can  ;  the  poor  fellow 
was  so  anxious  to  go  back  to  England." 
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The  major   said:    '•  I    don't    know    how    the  the  temples,  where  wrinkled  crow's-feet  showed 

governor  will  take  it.      Likely  as   not   he  "II   he  him  to  he   a    man  of  determination  and  much 

very  angry  antl  have  you   sent  off  the  island,  given  to  thought  and  to  solving  knotty  problems. 

At  any  rate,  \ou  are  good   boys  to  })ursue  this  Military  maps  were  spread  out  before  him,  for 

course  and  not  desert  your  friend,  and  I  '11  take  the   perspiring   general   was   jirejiaring   for   the 

vou  to  C'lOvernmeiU  House  in  the  morning."  annual  spring  mobilization  of  all  the  troops  of 

the  island. 

Ciovernor-Creiieral    J.    Digby    I'iggott,   V.C,  Entered  an  orderl\-  in  a  st;arlet    coat,  made 

K.(\r>..  was   sitting   at  his  desk  in  his   private  a    rigid    salute,   and   stood   at   attention. 


"'AMERICAN     SPIES,    YOUR     EXCELLENCY,    1    '.M     AFKAID ;     THOUGH     OF     COURSE    THEY    DENY     IT,'    SAID     MAJOK    WETHERED." 

(SEE     NEXT     PAGE.) 

office    in    (iovernment    House.      Through    the  '•  Well  ?"  said  the  governor,  looking  up. 

open  window  there  came  the  sound  of  the  mea-  "  Beg  i)ardon,  sir,  but  it  's  iMajor  W'ethered, 

sured  tramp  of  a  sentinel  as  he  walked  his  post  sir,  and  'e   says  as  'ow  'e  's  got  two  American 

on  the  gravel  driveway,  and  the  hum  of  injects  spies,  .sir." 


which  buzzed  around  the  fragrant  rose-bushes 
that  grew  just  outside  the  casement.  Gover- 
nor Piggott  was  a  short,  corpulent  man,  smooth- 
shaven,  with  grizzled  hair  shading  to  white  over 
Vol.  XXIX.— 38-39. 


The  governor  almost  gasped.  '•  My  word, 
this  is  serious !  Send  them  in  at  once  " ;  and  with 
knitted  brows  he  began  folding  the  maps. 

Presently  Major  Wethered  came  in,  followed 
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by  two  scared  but  determined-looking  boys. 
The  major  made  a  grave  salute. 

"  Well,  Major  Wethered,  what  's  this  ?  "  said 
the  governor,  gruffly. 

'•  American  spies,  your  K.\cellenc\-,  I  'm 
afraid ;  though  of  course  they  deny  it.  They 
are  Robert  and  Christopher  Belcher,  of  Maine, 
United  States  of  America,  my  nephews,  wIkj 
are  at  ])resent  visiting  me,  and  have  confessed 
that  yesterday  they  did  bribe  (lunner  Ponting 
with  two  shillings,  and  were  taken  inside  of 
Fort  St.  Catherine.  Their  escape  was  cut  off 
by  the  ]:)reparations  caused  by  the  arrival  of  the 
North  Atlantic  Scpiadron,  and  they,  with  the 
aforesaid  gunner,  cHml)ed  out  of  a  window  and 
descended  the  cliff.  The  gunner  was  caught 
and  is  now  imprisoned." 

"  Bless  my  soul ! "  exclaimed  the  governor, 
"  but  this  looks  bad.  What  have  you  to  say 
for  yourself,  Robert  Belcher  ?  " 

"  Truly  we  are  n't  spies,  sir,  at  all,"  began 
Rob,  a  little  timidly. 

"  You  deny  it  ?  "  growled  the  representative 
of  the  Crown. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  continued  Rob.  "  We  had  never 
been  in  a  fort  at  all,  and  we  wanted  to  see  one." 

"  Gunner  Ponting  said  if  we  had  two  shil- 
lings he  might  send  'em  to  the  King  with  a 
note,"  broke  in  Kit,  "  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  all  right." 

The  governor  almost  smiled. 

"  They  gave  the  alarm,  and  we  got  away  by 
shinning  down  the  cliff,"  continued  the  little 
fellow,  "but  the  poor  gunner  got  caught.  His 
enlistment  has  expired,  and  he  was  going  back 
to  England  to-morrow,  and  he  said  he  was 
so   glad  that   he  was  all  twitterly  in.side;   and 


now  he  's  got  to  go  to  jail,  and  it  is  all  our  fault. 
We  have  come  to  beg  you  to  take  us  instead 
and  put  us  in  jail,  or  even  —  or  even  send  us 
home;  but  please,  Governor  Piggott,  please 
let  the  poor  man  go,  as  really  we  are  n't  spies, 
and  it  was  all  our  fault." 

He  stopped,  and  the  governor  sat  a  moment, 
thinking.  Suddenly  he  asked:  "How  many 
guns  are  there  in  Fort  St.  Catherine  ?  " 

"  Seventeen,  sir,"  answered  the  little  fellow  ; 
"  eleven  below  and  six  on  the  tower." 

The  governor  laughed  outright. 

"  It  's  no  wonder,"  said  he,  "  that  your 
soldier  citizens  make  such  good  mechanics 
and  fighting  men,  when  even  the  youngsters 
allow  nothing  to  escape  their  observation.  You 
are  brave  boys  and  will  make  good  soldiers. 
I  '11  have  the  gunner  pardoned  this  time  on 
your  account;  and  now  let's  shake  hands,  for 
cousins  must  n't  quarrel." 

The  Anglo-American  Alliance  was  cele- 
brated then  and  there,  and  all  four  were  laugh- 
ing heartily  when  the  major  and  the  boys  came 
to  leave. 

"  Now,  mind,"  called  out  the  governor, 
"  don't  tell  your  President  how  many  guns 
we  've  got  in  the  fort,  because  I  should  n't  like 
to  have  it  get  out  while  I  am  governor ;  but 
should  we  come  officially  to  join  forces  against 
the  world,  then  you  may  tell." 

The  major  and  the  governor,  who  was  now 
standing,  saluted,  and  the  boys  gave  their  army 
salute  that  their  father  had  taught  them,  and 
the  three  passed  out,  by  the  rigid  orderly,  the 
boys  with  their  heads  up,  happy  as  only  boys 
can  be  who  have  been  brave  in  the  face  of 
trial,  and  have  done  the  honorable  thing. 


.>>^ 
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This  F(7s///(>/i  's  (1  lohiiiisical  sort  of  a  sprite: 
//</■  7L'ays.  f  confess,  are  too  miicli  for  me,  <jiiite  .' 

Lavixia,  sixty  years  ago, 

Was  dressed  in  the  height  of  the  style,  you  know, 

The  pride  of  her  fond  relations  ; 
Yet  Mabel  smiles  at  the  quaint  little  miss, 
With  her  frock  like  that,  and  her  shoes  like  this,— 
As  some  one  at  Mabel  will  smile,  I  wis. 
When  the  dress  that  to-day  she  is  proud  to  wear 
Belongs  with  the  lioops  and  the  powdered  Jiair 

And  the  patches  of  past  generations ! 

But  this  is  the  (jueslion  that  puzzles  me: 
The  rose's  frock  is  the  same,  I  see, 

With  the  trimming  of  dew  upon  it. 
That  roses  wore  in  Lavinia's  day  ; 
And  the  tulijj's  j)etticoat,  striped  and  gay, 
Is  made  in  the  same  old-fashioned  way; 
And  never  a  change,  for  a  hundred  years. 
In  the  cut  of  the  marigold's  gown  appears, 

Or  the  shape  of  the  sweet  pea's  bonnet! 

Yet  tiobocly  says  that  the  Jlowers  hwk  queer. 
Pray  can  you  cxphiin  to  nie  7vhy,  my  (/ear? 


SOMETHING   TO    DO. 


By  Horace  Butterworth. 


One  very  marked  trait  of  boys  is  their  insa- 
tiable anxiety  for  something  to  do.  True,  this 
desire  does  not  always  find  its  utmost  satisfac- 
tion in  carrying  coal  and  water,  in  sawing  wood, 
in  cleaning  the  sidewalk,  or  even  in  doing 
errands.  I  have  heard  it  whispered  that  boys 
have  been  known  to  forsake  such  forms  of 
activity  to  go  swimming !  But  just  give  a  boy 
something  that  he  takes  pleasure  in  doing,  and, 
presto!  comes  energy  equal  to  the  occasion. 

The  development  of  an  interest  in  such  ex- 
ercises as  are  described  in  this  article  may  not 
only  keep  boys  out  of  mischief,  but  it  will  pro- 
vide a  pleasing  method  of  cultivating  strength 
and  dexterity. 

Pull  over  the  Back.  Two  boys  stand 
back  to  back  with  the  arms  upstretched  and 
clasping  hands.  One  of  them  has  his  feet 
spread,  but  on  a  line,  while  the  other  has  one 
foot  in  advance  of  the  other  (Fig.  i).  Their 
heads  are  to  drop  back  on  each  other's  shoul- 
ders, and  they  must  agree  in  advance  which  is 
to  pull  and  which  side  of  the  head  each  is  to 
take.  A  is  facing  left  in  the  figure  and  is  to 
pull.  Both  bend  their  knees  a  little,  being 
careful  to  keep  the  shoulders  and  hips  touching 
as  they  were  when  standing  upright.  B  gives 
a  slight  spring  and  lifts  his  knees  as  close  to  the 
chest  as  possible.  A  bends  forward  a  little  as 
B  springs,  but  does  not  pull  until  B  has  had 
time  to  get  his  knees  up.  A  then  bends  still 
farther  forward  and  pulls  vigorously  (Fig.  2). 
When  the  point  shown  in  this  figure  is  reached, 
A  straightens  up  so  that  B  can  alight  standing 
erect.  During  the  first  few  trials  some  one 
should  assist  B  in  getting  his  knees  up  by  put- 
ting a  hand  under  his  thigh  and  lifting  a  little. 
Both  should  Iiold  on  to  each  other's  hands  until 
the  turn  is  completed. 

Horizontal  Balance.  A  lies  on  his  back 
and  raises  his  arms  so  as  to  place  his  hands  on 
B's  lower  ribs  as  he  leans  forward  from  stand- 
ing astride  of  A's  body.     B  catches  A's  elbows 


(Fig.  3).  Do  the  same  exercise,  but  with  B  ex- 
tending his  arms  forward  alongside  his  ears  in- 
stead of  catching  hold  of  A's  elbows.  A  catches 
a  little  higher  for  this  balance. 

Shoulder  Stand  on  the  Hands.  A  lies 
on  his  back,  draws  up  his  feet,  which  are  sepa- 
rated quite  widely,  till  they  are  close  to  his 
hips,  braces  his  knees  against  each  other,  and 
extends  his  arms  upward  and  slightly  forward. 
B  places  his  hands  on  A's  knees,  puts  one  foot 
somewhat  in  advance  of  the  other,  leans  for- 
ward, and  throws  both  legs  upward,  the  back 
leg  moving  first.  As  B  comes  forward,  A  places 
his  hands  against  his  shoulders.  B  must  keep 
his  head  back,  hold  his  legs  close  together,  and 
have  his  toes  pointed  upward  (Fig.  4).  B  may 
drop  over  to  his  feet,  assisted  by  a  push  from 
A,  or  fall  back  to  his  starting  position. 

Double  Roll.  A  lies  flat  on  his  back.  B 
stands  with  a  foot  on  each  side  of  A's  head, 
facing  his  feet.  A  raises  his  legs  so  that  B  can 
grasp  his  ankles,  and  at  the  same  time  he 
grasps  B's  ankles  (Fig.  5).  A  must  now  make 
his  legs  perfectly  limber  in  B's  hands.  B  leans 
forward  and  puts  A's  feet  on  the  ground  close 
to  his  hips,  and  as  they  touch  he  gives  a  slight 
jump  and  rolls  forward  (Fig.  6),  bending  his 
arms  slowly  so  as  to  place  the  back  of  his  head 
on  the  ground  without  a  jar.  As  B  rolls  forward 
A  comes  to  his  feet  and  repeats  the  movements 
which  B  has  made.  Progress  in  this  manner 
may  be  continued  as  far  as  pleasant.  \\'hen 
the  movement  has  become  somewhat  familiar, 
go  rapidly,  but  in  order  that  no  one  may  receive 
a  severe  shock  the  boy  who  is  down  should  hold 
the  other  back  a  little  as  he  jumps  forward  to 
roll.  Do  the  double  roll  backward  from  posi- 
tion shown  in  Fig.  5.  B,  the  boy  standing^ 
sits  on  his  heels,  leans  backward,  and  pulls  as 
hard  as  he  can,  while  A  pushes  with  his  head 
and  shoulders  and  straightens  his  arms. 

Double  Elephant  Walk.  Two  boys  stand 
facing  each  other  and  take  hold  of  each  other's 
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arms  near  the  shoulders.  It  having  been  agreed 
which  is  to  ilo  the  siipporlini^,  the  other  springs 
up  and  crosses  his  ankles  behind  tlie  supporter's 
back  (Kig.  7).  A.  the  boy  stamling,  moves  his 
legs  until  they  are  about  three  feet  apart.  As  H 
releases  the  grasp  of  his  hands  and  bends  back- 
ward, A  holds  liim  at  the  waist  until  his  hands 
touch  the  floor.  A  then  lets  go  and  leans  for- 
ward, while  H  crawls  between  A's  legs.  As 
soon  as  A's  hands  touch  the  floor  B  jjlaces  his 
hands  on  A's  ankles  and  straightens  his  arms 
(Fig.  8).  A  then  travels  forxyard.  When  they 
wish  to  separate,  B  uncouples  his  ankles,  and 
both  roll  forward. 

Indian  Wrestle.  Two  boys  lie  down 
alongside  of  each  other,  with  the  feet  point- 
ing in  opposite  directions.  They  lock  the  near 
elbows  firmly.  Each  then  raises  the  near  leg 
three   times,  one   or   both   counting  (Fig.  9). 


On  the  third  count  they  interlock  the  legs  near 
tlie  knee  and  try  by  main  strength  to  turn 
each  other  over  backward  (Fig.  10). 

PvKAMii).  The  six  boys  who  are  to  take 
part  in  this  should  get  on  their  hands  and  knees 
and  practise  sliding  the  hands  forward  and  the 
legs  backward  at  a  signal.  When  all  can  do 
this  in  concert  try  the  pyramid.  Three  get  on 
their  hands  and  knees  as  close  together  as  pos- 
sible. Behind  these  stand  two,  and  one  behind 
the  two.  PCach  of  the  two  places  a  hand  and 
a  knee  on  the  shoulder  and  hip  of  the  middle 
boy,  and  the  other  hand  and  knee  on  the 
outside  boy.  The  last  boy  climbs  on  top  of 
the  two  and  kneels  with  one  hand  and  one 
knee  on  each  (Fig.  11).  At  a  signal  all  sud- 
denly slide  their  arms  forward  and  their  legs 
backward  (Fig.  12).  There  is  no  shock  if  all 
straighten  out  as  directed. 


THE    OLD-FASHIONED  "S." 


By  Grace  Fraser. 


"Tins  book  is  very  odd  indeed,"  said  Little  Tom  to  me; 
"  I  think  the  man  who  wrote  it  must  have  lisped  a  lot,"  said  he. 
(It  was  a  leather-covered  book  of  Seventeen-Xaught-Three.) 

'•'  Wherever  he  should  put  an  s  he  puts  an  /instead; 

Just  listen  to  this  nonsense";  and  the  learned  Thomas  read : 
"  '  He  fauntered  off  in  (]ueft  of  fport.'     It  's  all  like  that,"  he  said. 

'• '  The  fquire  and  parfon  fat  at  eafe  and  feafted  undifmayed ' ; 
'  The  fage,  though  ufually  fhrewd,  a  lack  of  fenfe  difplayed  ' ; 
'  And  eaft  and  weft  they  failed  to  find  the  ftatefman  who  had  ftrayed.' 

I  took  that  leather-covereil  book  of  Seventeen-Naught-Three; 
I  said :  '•  Those  are  long  .f's,  not  the  /'s  they  seem  to  be." 
"  We  print  books  better  nowadays,"  said  Little  Tom,  said  he. 


THROUGH    FAIRYLAND    IN    A   HANSOM-CAB. 


By  Bennet  W.  Musson. 


THEfollcniiing  s/oiy  is  the  fourth  of  tJie  I('iil;  s/i>n\-s  loiiiplclc  in  cue  nuiiiliir  that  are  to  appear  in  the  pirseul 
volume  of  St.  Nicholas. 

It  is  a  very  modern  fairy  story,  full  of  pleasant  fun-niakiui:;.  Our  readers  7oill  en/oy  little  "  Gretchen's^^ 
meeting  tinth  the  "  Thirty-third  Degree  Transformer"  the  "  O/i/eetor,"  the  "  Giant  Gnome,'^  and  other  ani- 
mated absurdities  the  author  has  made  for  his  up-to-date  fairyland. 


N  a  far-away  coun-  great  idea  came  to  her.     "I  will  go  and   seek 

try  at  the  foot  of  fortune  in  the  caves  of  the  gnomes."  she  said, 

a  great  mountain,  You  must   know   that  near  the  top   of  the 

a  wood-chopper,  mountain    a    tribe    of   gnomes    lived    in    their 

Jacob  by  name,  suburban    caves.       Gretchen    had    heard    that 

dwelt    with    his  these  little  people  were  rich  in  gold  and  pre- 

wife  Matilda  and  cious  stones,  and  thought  that  if  she  told  them 

their      daughter,  of  her  father's  plight  they  might  give  her  some, 

little     Gretchen.  as  Jacob   had   always   treated  the  fairies  very 

Every    day    the  politely,  and  had  never  said  the\'  did  not  exist, 

wood-chopper  or  referred  to  them  as  "common  superstitions." 

went     into     the  As  soon  as  it  was  light,  Gretchen  dressed  has- 

'  forest,    returning  tily,  ate  her  breakfast,  and  made  up  a  package 

with  a  supply  of  of  wild  honey  and  sardines  to  serve  as  luncheon 

wood,  which  he  sold  at  a  railway  station  not  far  in  case  she  should  not  return  till  late.     Being 

from  his  home.     Jacob  was  very  talkative,  and  afraid  to  go  alone,  she  called  the  family  dog, 

when  he  took  his  usual  chair  by  the  fireside  one  and  crept  away  without  disturbing  her  parents, 

night  and  neither  talked  nor  smoked,  his  wife  They  made  their  way  through  the  forest  that 


asked  the  cause  of  his  melancholy. 

"  Alas !  "  he  said,  "  the  railway  is  about  to 
give  up  steam  and  use  electricit}'.  No  more 
wood  will  be  needed,  as  the  power  is  to  be 
generated  from  the  waterfall  in  the  valleN'.     I 


bordered  the  lower  part  of  the  mountain.  The 
dog,  named  "  Snip,"  in  honor  of  the  tailor  who 
had  presented  him  to  Jacob,  was  greatly  pleased 
with  the  trip.  They  soon  came  to  a  steep  path. 
The  trees  were  farther  apart,  and  climbing  was 


can  find  no  other  customer,  and  don't  know     difficult;  but  Snip  aided  Gretchen  by  jumping 


what  will  become  of  us." 

The  mother  and  father  began  talking  of  vari- 
ous means  by  which  a  living  could  be  made  for 
the  family.    They  finally  went  to  bed,  deeply  jniz- 


on  the  higher  rocks  ahead  and  barking.  This 
would  also  have  served  to  frighten  away  the 
wild  beasts,  had  there  been  any.  When  they 
were  about  tweh-e  sixteenths  of  the  wa\-  up,  they 


zled,  with  no  way  out  of  their  difficulty  in  sight,     saw  an  opening  in  the  rocks  that  looked  like  the 

Gretchen  thought  so  much  about  the  trouble     entrance   of  a   large   cave.     After   talking    the 

that  she  could  n't  sleep,  and  toward  morning  a    matter  over  with  the  dog,  who  had  no  ideas  to 
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suggest,   Gretchen  decided  to  ask    the   gnome  the  cave,  and,  as  (Iretchen  opened  her  mouth 

who  lived  there  to  guide  her  to  tlie  fairy  treasure-  to  scream,  dashed  into  the  cave  again.     Then 

house.  out  it  came  and  in  it  went  lialf  a  dozen  times, 

Suddenly  an  enormous  figure  dashed  out  of  leaving  Gretchen  and   Snip  with  their  mouths 
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open  in  wonder.  Presently  the  figure  reap- 
peared and  beckoned  to  them;  but  as  Gretchen 
seemed  afraid  to  approach,  it  cried  in  a  voice 
that  sounded  like  thunder,  '•  I  won't  hurt  you ; 
come  on  I  "     And  they  came. 

"Were  you  looking  for  me?"  asked  the  figure. 

"  No,"  said  Gretchen.  "  We  were  looking 
for  the  gnomes." 

"  Louder !  "  said  the  figure,  and  Gretchen 
shouted  her  answer  as  loud  as  she  could. 

"  Well,  I  'm  a  gnome,"  it  replied. 

"  But  you  're  so  very  big  I  "  cried  Gretchen. 

"  I  am  known  as  the  Giant  Gnome,"  was  the 
answer.  "  You  see,  most  gnomes  stop  growing 
when  they  are  two  feet  six  and  three  quarter 
inches  high,  but  I  did  n't;  I  kept  right  on. 
They  said  I  was  the  exception  that  proved  the 
rule ;  but  I  proved  eight  two-foot  rules,  as  I  'm 
sixteen  feet  high  " ;  and  the  Giant  Gnome,  think- 
ing this  a  great  joke,  laughed  heartily.  He 
was  very  large  and  ungainly,  with  long  arms, 
great  hands  and  feet,  and  an  enormous  nose. 
On  his  back  was  a  funny-shaped  hump,  to  which 
hung  a  telephone-receiver. 

"What  is  that?"  asked  Gretchen,  pointing 
to  the  receiver. 

"  Most  gnomes  have  very  squeaky  voices,  and 
it  's  hard  for  me  to  hear  'em,  so  I  have  a  private 
telephone.  That  little  rubber  disk  above  my 
ankle  is  a  transmitter,  and  they  speak  into  it,'" 
he  replied. 

"  And  why  were  you  rushing  in  and  out  of 
your  cave  in  that  peculiar  way  ?  " 

"  I  was  charging  my  door-bell,"  he  said. 
"You  press  a  button  and  it  rings  by  compressed 
air.  I  keep  the  air  in  a  reservoir  in  the  back 
of  the  cave,  and  when  it  gets  empty  I  run  in 
and  out  several  times.  You  see.  I  am  so  big 
that  I  force  quite  a  lot  of  air  into  the  reservoir 
each  time  I  do  this,  and  when  it  is  full  I  stop. 
Would  you  like  to  come  in  ?  "  he  asked. 

Gretchen  and  Snip  followed  the  giant  through 
a  dark  passage  into  a  large,  square  room,  which 
was  very  light.  In  a  corner  was  a  bed  of  furs, 
and  against  one  of  the  walls  stood  a  chair  six 
feet  high. 

"  Vou  take  the  chair,"  said  the  giant,  lifting 
Gretchen  into  it,  where  she  clung  to  one  of  the 
arms,  fearful  of  falling. 

The  giant  and  Snip  were  seated  on  the  floor. 


"  This  cave  is  the  work  of  the  greater  part  of 
my  life,"  said  the  gnome.  "  You  see,  I  grew  so 
fast  that  I  would  n't  fit  in  the  caves  of  the 
ordinary  gnomes,  so  I  dug  one  for  myself  It 
took  a  lot  of  time,  and  though  the  others  tried 
to  help  me,  they  were  of  little  use ;  besides,  I 
sometimes  stepped  on  them." 

"  But  why  is  this  room  light,  when  the  pas- 
sage is  dark  ?  " 

"These  walls  are  painted  with  phosphorus, 
and  that,  you  know,  gives  out  light,"  said  the 
giant. 

Gretchen  and  Snip  did  n't  know,  but  they 
said  nothing  about  this. 

"  The  only  trouble  with  them  is  that  they 
have  to  absorb  as  much  daylight  as  they  give 
out.  So  I  leave  them  outdoors  to  get  the  first 
rays  of  the  sun,  then  I  take  them  out  again  in 
the  afternoon,  when  I  am  away,  and  bring  them 
in  later  to  light  the  house  at  night." 

"  Of  what  do  you  make  this  phosphorus  ?  " 
asked  Gretchen. 

"  Of  bones,"  he  replied. 

Snip  barked  and  Gretchen  shivered.  A  ring- 
ing noise  sounded  in  the  back  of  the  room. 

"  That  is  my  door-bell,"  said  the  giant. 
"  Come  in!  "  he  yelled,  his  loud  voice  echoing 
and  reechoing  through  the  cave,  till  it  nearly 
deafened  Gretchen  and  Snip. 

A  noise  of  pattering  feet  was  followed  by  the 
apj)earance  of  a  gnome  the  exact  counterpart  of 
the  giant,  except  that  he  was  only  two  feet  six 
and  three  quarter  inches  high. 

"  This  is  my  chum.  Leonardo,"  said  the  giant. 

"  I  am  very  glad  to  meet  you."  Gretchen  said 
politely,  and  the  little  gnome  bowed  nearly  to 
the  floor,  which  was  an  easy  thing  for  him 
to  do. 

"  If  you  are  his  chum,  why  don't  you  a\  alk 
right  in  without  ringing  the  bell  ? "  asked 
Gretchen. 

"  I  did  that  once,"  said  Leonardo,  in  a  squeaky 
litde  voice,  "  and  found  him  asleep.  When  I 
wakened  him,  he  yawned  and  blew  me  clear  out 
of  the  cave ;  so  now  I  always  ring  the  bell." 
Then,  placing  his  mouth  near  the  transmitter 
above  the  giant's  ankle,  he  yelled  :  "  How  are 
you  to-day,  Willie  ?  " 

"  Very  well,  thank  you,"  replied  the  giant, 
who  had  already  put  the  receiver  to  his  ear. 
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The  little  gnome  then  grasped  a  bit  oftlic  big 
one's  shoe-string  and  shook  it  heartily. 

"  You  see,  he  is  so  high  up  that  it  is  very 
hard  for  us  to  shake  hands,  so  he  always  leaves 
this  shoe-string  loose  for  nie  to  shake."  he  said. 

*' Is  his  name  \\'illic  ?  "  asked  (livtclien,  in 
surprise. 

"Yes;  Iiis  full  name  is  William  the  Immense, 
but  he  likes  to  be  called  the  (iiant  (inome." 

Leonardo  placed  a  small  stool  near  the  giant, 
so  that  he  could  talk  into  the  transmitter,  and 
seated  himself  They  both  gazed  fixedly  at 
Gretchen,  who  presently  became  very  nervous. 

"  Why  do  you  stare  at  me  in  that  way  ?  "  she 
asked,  when  she  could  stand  it  no  longer. 

"  We  thought  you  might  tell  your  reason  for 
honoring  me  with  this  visit,  but  were  too  polite 
to  ask  until  you  suggested  the  question,"  said 
the  giant. 

"  We  should  like  also  to  know  \c)ur  name," 
squeaked  Leonardo. 

Gretchen  told  them  her  name  and  whv  she 
had  come. 

"  If  I  could  get  a  few  of  the  jewels,  say  an 
ounce  and  a  half.  I  would  be  willing  to  do 
almost  anything,"  she  said. 

'•  The  task  will  be  very  hard,"  Leonardo  ol)- 
served. 

"  But  that  will  make  it  all  the  more  fun,"  said 
the  giant.  "  Besides,  I  'd  love  to  have  an  ad- 
venture. j\Iy  last  was  fifty  years  ago,  when  I 
fought  with  the  green  camel  who  said  his 
hump  was  larger  than  mine." 

"  How  shall  we  go  about  it  ?  "  asked  Gret- 
chen. 

"  You  tell  her,  Leonardcj."  saitl  the  giant, 
'•  for  if  I  talk  much  I  exhaust  all  the  air  in  the 
cave." 

"  You  must  know,  then,"  commenced  Leo- 
nardo, "  that  the  treasures  are  all  in  the  fairy 
realm,  deep  in  the  mountain.  These  caves  are 
merely  the  outposts  of  that  realm,  and  we 
gnomes  the  guards  who  give  the  fairies  warning 
of  the  approach  of  an  enemy.  The  queen 
calls  us  her  picket-fence." 

The  giant  began  to  laugh,  but  stopped 
quickly  when  he  thought  of  the  air  he  was 
exhausting. 

"  Farther  uj)  in  the  mountain,"  said  Leo- 
nardo,'"is  a  long  cave  that  leads  to  the  center 


of  fairyland,  to  which  yon  tra\el  on  an  inclined 
railwa)'.  \\m  get  on  the  cars,  and  as  it  is  all 
downhill,  away  you  go.  Willie  and  I  will  go 
with  you,  and  when  you  get  to  the  fairy  queen's 
palace  you  can  ask  her  for  some  of  the  jewels." 

'•And  as  we  are  going  on  a  long  journey,  I 
think  it  would  be  as  well  for  us  to  sleej)  before 
we  start,"  roared  the  giant. 

"I  believe  1  would  like  some  luncheon  first," 
said  (iretchen,  taking  the  honey  and  sardines 
from  the  package.  "  Will  you  have  some  too  ?  " 
she  asked  the  others,  looking  timidly  at  the  giant. 

•'  Thank  you,  we  eat  only  once  in  fifty  years," 
answered  Leonardo. 

"  Besides,  our  next  meal  is  dinner,"  added  the 
giant. 

After  luncheon,  which  Snip  enjoyed  greatly, 
the  big  gnome  carried  the  sides  of  the  caves 
outdoors,  and  it  became  very  dark.  He  gave 
Gretchen  one  of  the  smaller  furs,  and  they  com- 
po.sed  themselves  to  sleep.  But  Gretchen  was 
puzzling  her  head  about  the  fairy  railway,  and 
as  the  gnomes  were  dropj)ing  into  a  doze  she 
asked  : 

"  If  everything  in  foiryland  is  so  light,  why 
do  they  need  cars  to  go  down  on  ?  \\'hy  don't 
they  just  float  ?  " 

Leonardo  thought  for  a  long  time. 

"  That,"  said  he,  "  is  a  \-ery  foolish  question." 

Chapter  II. 

THE    gnome's    alarm-clock  —  THE    TRANS- 
FORMER—  THE    RAILWAY. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  (iretchen  was  awak- 
ened by  loud  s(|uealing  which  came  from  the 
little  gnome,  who  was  dancing  round  the  room, 
squeaking  with  rage.    Presently  the  giant  awoke. 

"  I  think  we  are  in  time,"  he  said,  rubbing 
his  eyes.  -  When  I  go  to  sleep  in  the  davtime 
I  always  .set  Leonardo." 

"  How  did  you  tlo  it?"  asked  Gretchen. 

"  When  I  took  the  walls  out  I  hung  a  mirror 
on  a  tree,  arranging  it  so  that  the  sun  would 
cast  a  reflection  into  the  cave  at  about  five 
o'clock.  Then,  after  Leonardo  had  gone  to 
sleep,  I  turned  him  so  that  he  faced  the  en- 
trance :  the  bright  glare  from  the  mirror  awak- 
ened him." 

Leonardo,    who    had    never    heard    of   this 
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arrangement  before,  hopped   round 
angrier  than  ever. 

They  all  went  out  into  the  daylight,  and 
Gretchen  and  Snip  made  their  dinner  from 
what  was  left  of  the  honey  and  .sardines. 

"  I  think  I  will  leave  the  walls  out  here,  so 
that  they  will  absorb  light  all  the  time  we  are 
gone,"  said  the  giant. 

He  then  put  Gretchen  in  one  of  the  side 
pockets  of  his  coat,  Leonardo  in  the  other,  and 
Snip  in  his  change-pocket,  and  started  up  the 
mountain.  He  took  long  strides,  and  Gretchen 
was  badly  shaken,  but  as  their  progress  was 
rapid  she  made  no  complaint. 

After  an  hour  or  so  the  big  gnome  stopped. 

"  Here  we  are  !  "  he  cried. 

Gretchen,  Leonardo,  and  Snip  stuck  their 
heads  out  of  the  pockets  at  the  same  time. 
They  had  arrived  at  a  very  high  part  of  the 
mountain,  where  the  rocks  were  steep  and 
rugged;  directly  in  front  of  them  was  a  little 
triangular  opening. 

"That  's  the  en- 
trance to  fairyland," 
said  the  giant. 

A  gnome  came 
out  of  the  opening 
at  the  sound  of  Wil- 
lie's voice,  and  was 
presently  followed 
by  a  score  more, 
who  formed  them- 
selves in  a  line  in 
front  of  the  cave. 
Gretchen  knew  by 
their  uniforms  that 
they  were  soldiers. 
The  giant  placed 
her  on  the  ground, 
putting  Leonardo 
beside  her,  and  then 
released  Snip,  who 
was  so  happy  that 
he  frisked  about 
and  knocked  down 
some  of  the  soldiers. 

"  How  now,  Leonardo ! "  cried  the  first 
gnome,  who  was  the  captain  of  the  guard. 
"  Are  enemies  approaching  ?  " 

"No;   they  are  all  friends,"  answered  Leo- 
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nardo.  "  This  little  girl  named  Gretchen,  this 
giant  whom  you  know,  and  this  dog  named 
Snip,  desire  an  audience  with  the  queen." 

"  But  Willie  can't  ]jossibly  get  into  the  cave," 
said  the  captain. 

The  three  looked  at  each  other  in  dismay; 
they  had  not  thought  of  this  before.  The 
giant,  greatly  discouraged,  sat  on  the  roof  of 
the  cave. 

"  Well,  I  '11  have  to  go  back,"  he  said  sadly. 
The  others  sat  down  and  thought  deeply. 
"  It  's  not  only  the  sorrow  of  missing  the  ad- 
ventures," said  the  giant,  "  but  think  of  all  the 
light  my  walls  would   have  absorbed    while    1 
was  away  I  " 

Though  Gretchen  was  ready  to  cry  with  dis- 
appointment, she  was  too  generous  to  suggest 
parting  the  friends.  Suddenly  the  captain 
jumped  up. 

"  I  have  it !  "  he  cried.  "  We  will  send  for 
the  Thirty-third  Degree  Transformer  and  have 

Willie  changed  into 
something  smaller." 
"  What  is  the 
Thirty-third  Degree 
Transformer  ?  "  in- 
quired Gretchen, 
who  found  it  hard 
to  get  along  with- 
out asking  a  great 
many  questions. 

"  In     fairyland," 
said     the     captain, 
''  there    are,    many 
magicians  who  have 
the  power  to  change 
one  thing  into  an- 
other.    The    great- 
est of  these  is  known 
to  us  as  the  Thirty-third 
Degree  Transformer.    You 
had    better    telephone,"    he 
added,  speaking  to   a  soldier, 
'  and  ask  him  to  transform  him- 
self here,  instead   of  coming  on 
the  railway ;  then  w-e  won't  have 
to   wait   so   long." 

The  soldier  ran  into  the  cave. 
"  What  would  you  like  to  be  changed  into, 
Willie  ?  "  asked  the  captain. 
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••  It  has  always  been  my  ambition  to  be  a 
watch-maker,"  rephctl  the  giant,  "  and  now  that 
I  have  the  chance,  I  think  1  will  ask  him  to 
change  me  into  one." 

They  waited  patiently  for  several  minutes, 
and  presently  the  Thirty-third  Degree  Trans- 
former appeared.  He  was  a  small  foiry,  very 
old,  with  a  long  white  beard  and  a  (piick 
temper,  and  was  clad  in  an  ulster. 

Gretchen  looked  at  him  with  great  awe. 
"  Why  does  he  wear  that  ulster  ?  "  she  asked. 
"  Fairies  don't  get  cold,  do  they  ?  " 

"  No,  but  he  thinks  he  's  cold,  which  amounts 
to  the  same  thing,"  replied  the  captain. 

"■  I  would  have  been  here  much  sooner," 
said  the  fairv,  "  but  I  had  some  trouble  in 
transforming  this  ulster :  it  's  so  unusual. 
What  's  wanted?" 

They  told  him  of  the  giant's  wish. 

"  But  there  's  one  thing  1  don't  want,"  said 
Willie,  who  had  been  thinking.  "  I  don't  want 
my  voice  transformed.  If  you  can  reduce  me 
to  a  small  watch-maker  with  a  large  voice  I 
shall  be  very  much  obliged." 

"  That  's  very  simple.  I  can  do  that,"  said 
the  Transformer,  rolling  up  his  sleeves  and  j^re- 
paring  for  work. 

"  But  can  }ou  reduce  me  back  again  ?  "  the 
giant  cried  suddenly. 

"  No,  indeed,"  replied  the  Transformer.  "  Of 
course  not." 

"That  settles  it,"  said  Willie,  starting  down 
the  mountain.     "  I  'm  going  hom.e." 

"  Of  course  I  could  n't  reduce  him  back  —  I 
could  enlarge  him  back,"  said  the  Transformer, 
scornfully. 

All  that  had  been  told  the  giant  had  been 
yelled  into  his  telephone,  and  Leonardo  rushed 
after  him,  grabbed  his  ankle,  and  holding  on 
tightly,  though  he  was  swung  high  into  the  air 
at  every  other  step  W^illie  took,  shrieked  the 
Transformer's  last  reply  into  the  transmitter. 
The  big  gnome  turned  and  came  back  to  the 
group. 

"  Go  ahead,"  he  said. 

"  If  it  's  going  to  hurt,  perhaps  you  'd  better 
take  gas,"  suggested  Gretchen. 

"  It  won't  hurt,"  said  the  Transformer. 

He  made  a  few  passes  with  his  hands,  and 
the  giant   commenced  to   shrink ;  smaller  and 


smaller  he  became,  sinking  nearer  the  eartii,  till 
finally  all  that  could  be  seen  of  him  was  a  heap 
of  clothing  lying  on  the  ground  where  a  moment 
before  the  giant  gnome  had  been  standing. 


"A     SMAI.l.     IIKAI)     roFI'F.I)     I UT     I  ROM     ONE    OF    THE     SHOES. 

"  All  over,"  said  the  Transformer. 

As  the  others  looked  on  in  astonishment,  a 
roar  came  from  the  heap,  and  a  small  head 
l)Oi)i)ed  out  from  one  of  the  shoes. 

"  What  's  the  matter  ?  "  they  cried. 

"I  haven't  anything  to  wear!"  yelled  the 
head. 

"  Well,  you  did  n't  ask  me  to  reduce  your 
clothes,"  said  the  Transformer,  who  was  getting 
angry. 

They  all  begged  him  to  change  the  clothes, 
which  he  presently  did.  Willie  j)ut  them  on 
behind  a  rock,  and  soon  appeared,  perfectly 
clad,  and  only  two  feet  six  and  three  (juartcr 
inches  high. 

"  Now  we  can  start  for  fairylantl !  "  ( iretchen 
cried  joyfully. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  captain,  leading  the  way  into 
the  cave.  "  We  will  take  the  six-forty  accom- 
modation train." 

They  walked  through  a  narrow  passage,  and 
came  to  a  large  room  lighted  by  an  ojjcning  in 
the  roof. 

''This  is  the  railwa\-  station,  and  here  comes 
the  train  !  "  cried  Leonardo. 

Three  tiny  cars  rushed  into  the  room  from  a 
tunnel  down  tlie  mf)untain. 

"They  must  ha\e  given  them  a  hard  push," 
said  the  captain. 

The  train  stopped  at  a  little  ])latform,  and  the 
conductor   and  brakeman  got  off;  there   were 
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no  passengers.  The  conductor  handed  his  lan- 
tern to  one  of  the  soldiers. 

*"  Take  this  out  and  fill  it  with  hreHies,"  he 
said. 

Gretchen  and  the  others  started  to  get  on  the 
train. 

"  Hold  on  !  "  said  the  brakeman,  who  was 
quite  self-important.     •'  Dogs  are  not  allowed  !  " 

"  Dear  me  !  "  cried  Gretchen.  "  What  shall 
I  do  ?     I  can't  leave  Snip." 

"  He  might  ride  on  the  roof,"  replied  Willie. 
"  I  '11  boost  him  up." 

"  You  !  You  could  n't  boost  anything  up," 
the  brakeman  said  scornfully. 

"  Oh,  I  forgot  that  I  am  little  now,"  Willie 
answered  humblw 

"  Don't  talk  so  loud  !  "  gruffly  cried  the  con- 
ductor, "  or  I  '11  charge  you  excess  baggage  on 
your  voice." 

Willie,  who  had  been  speaking  as  softly  as 
he  could,  became  silent. 

"  We  could  n't  allow  him  on  the  roof," 
declared  the  brakeman.  "  The  order  reads, 
'  No  dogs  allowed  on  this  railway.'  I  would  n't 
let  him  even  walk  on  the  track." 

A  consultation  was  held,  and  the  Trans- 
former, who  had  taken  quite  a  fancy  to 
Gretchen,  suggested  that  he  change  Snip  into  a 
satchel ;  then  she  could  carry  him  on  the  train, 
and  when  they  got  to  town  he  Avould  turn  him 
into  a  dog. 

"  What  kind  of  a  satchel  would  you  like  ?  " 
he  asked. 

"  I  think  I  should  like  a  small  alligator-skin 
bag,"  said  Gretchen.     "  Will  that  be  easy  ?  " 

"  Oh,  yes  ;  dogs  go  into  alligators  very  easily," 
he  replied. 

The  transformation  was  soon  over,  and  they 
all  entered  the  train,  Gretchen  carrying  her  new 
satchel.  She  w^ent  into  the  middle  car  with  the 
magician,  Leonardo,  Willie,  and  the  soldiers 
going  to  the  one  ahead.  They  took  seats,  the 
conductor  cried,  "  All  aboard  1 "  and  the  train 
glided  through  a  passage  i^^e  mountain. 

"  Do  you  object  to  smo|Rig  ?  "  the  Trans- 
former asked,  drawing  a  large  cigar  from  his 
pocket,  and  as  she  did  not,  he  lighted  it. 

"Are  you  fond  of  traveling?"  Gretchen  asked 
presently,  feeling  she  must  say  something. 

"  Not   very,"   replied   the   Transformer.    "  A 


few  hundred  years  ago  I  tried  living  in  the 
suburbs,  and  was  a  commuter  on  this  road;  but 
my  office  hours  were  not  convenient  for  it,  so  I 
gave  it  up." 

"  What  are  your  office  hours  ?  " 

"  Eleven  twelve,  a.m.,  to  twelve  eleven,  I'..m." 

''  They  are  very  few,"  she  said. 

"  Yes ;  and  1  found  that  the  kind  of  man  who 
makes  a  good  magician  makes  a  poor  com- 
muter," said  the  Transformer.  "  For  instance, 
if  I  had  only  three  minutes  in  which  to  catch  the 
theater  train  at  night,  I  would  spend  at  least 
two  of  them  in  figuring  on  whether  I  could  do 
it  or  not.     I  always  missed  the  train." 

There  was  a  long  silence  while  Crretchen 
thought  about  this, 

"  I  am  very  fond  of  dogs,"  he  said,  patting 
the  satchel  kindly. 

"  So  am  I,"  cried  Gretchen.     "  I — " 

The  brakeman  stuck  his  head  in  the  door. 

"  You  must  n't  smoke  here  1 "  he  yelled. 
"  The  next  car  ahead  is  the  smoker." 

The  magician  transformed  his  cigar  into  a 
straw. 

"  I  am  not  smoking,"  he  replied. 

"  But  I  just  saw  you,"  said  the  brakeman, 
coming  into  the  car. 

"Have  a  cigar?"  the  magician  asked  sar- 
castically, offering  him  a  straw. 

"  No,  I  won't ;  and  I  don't  want  any  more 
smoking  in  this  car";  and  the  brakeman  went 
out  on  the  platform. 

The  instant  his  back  w-as  turned  the  magi- 
cian transformed  the  straw  into  a  cigar  again, 
and  went  on  smoking.  The  brakeman  rushed 
into  the  car. 

"  If  you  don't  stoj)  smoking  I  '11  put  you 
out  I  "  he  yelled. 

"  Of  which  door  ?  "  asked  the  magician.. 

When  the  brakeman  turned  his  head  to  see 
which  door  would  be  best,  the  Transformer 
changed  the  cigar  into  a  fountain-pen,  and 
taking  a  card  from  his  pocket,  placed  it  on  his 
knee  and  began  to  write.  The  brakeman 
gazed  long  and  hard  at  the  magician,  then 
started  toward  the  door.  When  nearly  there 
he  turned  suddenly,  but  the  Transformer  was 
still  writing. 

"  When  you  reach  the  capital  you  will  find 
many  things  that  will  puzzle  you,  and  you  will 
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be  asked  a  number  of  tlitiiculi  (lucsiiuns,"  lie 
said.  ''  Put  this  card  in  the  bosom  of  your 
(hcss.  and  when  you  are  asked  the  hardest 
question  of  all,  press  it  with  your  hand,  and  the 
answer  will  come  to  you." 

(Iretchen  thanked  him,  and  taking  the  card, 
])laced  it  in  her  dress,  suftly  repeating  : 

••  J'nss  ine  i^^cntly  to yoi(r heart ; 
1  an  aiisiiHt'  will  impart.''^ 

CuAPrKk   111. 

THE    GRIFFIN THK    RMI.KOAI)    JOUKNKY 

riir;   inn. 

The  magician  went  to  sleep,  and  (Jretchen 
was  falling  into  a  doze  when  the  car  door 
opened  and  a  voice  yelled,  "  'l'ick-<f/jr,  please  I  " 
She  awoke  with  a  start,  and  saw  the  conductor; 
his  lantern  was  full  of  fireflies,  which  gave  a 
bright  light. 

'•  These  people  are  tra\elingto  see  the  queen, 
and  I  have  passes  for  them,"  said  the  captain 
of  the  gnomes,  who  had  followed  him. 

"  Passes  —  always  jjassesi"  grumbled  the  con- 
ductor. "And  the  stockholders  wonder  why 
we  never  pay  a  dividend.  I  have  been  a  con- 
tluctor  on  this  road  for  forty  years,  and  do  you 
know  how  many  tickets  I  have  seen  in  that 
time?'' 

"  No,"  answered  Gretchen. 

'•  None  at  all,"  said  the  conductor,  angrily; 
and  he  went  on  through  the  car,  muttering  to 
himself  "Passes  —  always  ])asses!" 

"Poor  fellow!"  mused  the  magician,  who, 
having  changed  the  fountain-])en  into  a  cigar, 
was  smoking  once  more.  "  I  believe  that  when 
I  have  finished  with  this  cigar  I  '11  turn  the  stub 
into  a  ticket  and  give  it  to  him,  just  for  encour- 
agement." 

The  car  began  to  jounce  and  bump  iear- 
fully,  and  the  conductor  dashed  back  again  with 
his  lantern.  "  I  suppose  it  's  another  griftin  on 
the  track,"  he  said,  running  out  of  the  door. 

Gretchen,  grasping  her  satchel,  followed  with 
the  magician,  and  getting  oft",  for  the  train  had 
come  to  a  full  stop,  found  the  brakeman,  the 
conductor,  and  all  the  passengers  gathered 
about  the  front  car.  They  were  in  a  tunnel 
that  was  very  badly  lighted  by  natural  gas, 
and  the  train  was  half-wav  down  the  embank- 


mciii  on  \\hi(  h  the  track  was  laid.  Looking 
toward  fiir\land,  (iretchen  saw  an  enormous 
griffin  Hying  away,  its  wings  so  wide  that  they 
nearly  touched  the  sides  of  the  tunnel. 

"  1  know  that  griffin."  the  brakeman  said 
angrily.  "  Its  name  is  Jones,  and  this  is  n't 
the  first  time  it  has  stopped  this  train;  il  ouulu 
to  have  more  sense  llian  to  sleej)  on  the 
track." 

••  1  think  thai  1  will  walk  the  rest  of  the  way," 
said  the  magician. 

There  seemed  nothing  else  for  the  others  to 
do,  so  they  climbed  the  embankment  and 
started  down  the  track.  In  a  few  minutes  they 
came  to  an  opening  in  the  tunnel,  which  proved 
to  be  the  home  of  the  griffin,  who  came  out  and 
smiled  at  them  in  a  \ery  friendly  manner. 

•■Hello,  there.  Jones  I"  shouted  the  brake- 
man.  '•  Was  that  \ou,  sleeping  on  the 
track  ?  " 

"  Yes,  and  I  'm  \ery  sorr)-,  but  it  's  so  hot  in 
the  house  these  da\s,  and  there  's  such  a  nice 
draft  in  the  tunnel,  that  1  'm  often  tempted 
to  sleep  there.      Won't  you  come  in?  " 

Nobody  wanted  to  go  in,  but  as  no  one  had 
the  courage  to  refuse,  they  all  went. 

•'  I  would  like  you  to  see  the  children,  but 
they  are  sleeping,  and  as  they  are  very  tired  I 
hate  to  call  them.  They  had  their  flying  les.son 
this  afternoon,"  said  the  grifiin. 

"  But  could  n't  we  just  take  a  look  at  them  ?  " 
asked  Gretchen. 

"Yes,  you  might  do  that,"  said  the  griffin, 
and  led  the  way  into  a  hall  with  doors  on  each 
side.  One  of  these  was  opened,  and  there  were 
twenty-five  little  griffins,  hanging  by  their  tails 
to  hooks  on  the  walls,  all  fast  asleej). 

"  Do  the\-  always  sleep  that  way,  or  is  it 
merely  because  you  are  pressed  for  room  ? " 
asked   (iretchen. 

■'  Rents  are  i)rett\-  high."  said  the  griffin, 
"  but  they  rest  like  that  anyway  —  or  like  this"; 
and  a  door  being  opened  on  the  other  side  of 
the  hall.  Gretchen  s^v  twenty-five  little  griffins 
sleej>ing  soundlv.  hinjging  by  their  heads  to 
larger  hooks. 

They  thanked  the  griffin  for  showing  them 
the  little  griffins,  said  good-by,  and  started  down 
the  track.  After  a  while  Gretchen,  who  was 
walking  beside  the  magician,  grew  tired. 
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"  Would  n't  it  be  a  good  idea  for  you  to 
transform  us  to  fairyland,  instead  of  our  walking 
all  the  way  ?"  she  said. 

"It  's  queer  that  you  did  n't  think  of  that," 
Leonardo  squeaked  to  the  magician. 

"  I  might  have  done  so,"  he  answered,  "  but 
I  was  too  busy  thinking  of  how  much  1  know. 
Exactly  where  would  you  persons  like  to  go  ?  " 


THE    GRIFFIN     NAMED    JONES. 

"  I  always  stop  at  the  King's  Arms,  a  good 
hotel  on  the  European  plan,"  said  the  captain 
of  the  gnomes.  "  I  think  we  'd  all  better  go 
there;  they  have  the  best  grindstone  in  town." 

"  What  has  that  to  do  with  it  ? "  asked 
Gretchen. 

"  How  can  a  fellow  sharpen  his  sword  with- 
out a  grindstone?"  snorted  the  captain. 

"  Well,  we  '11  go  to  the  King's  Arms,  and  I 
think  I  will  make  the  transformation  last  all 
night,  so  that  we  can  get  a  bit  of  sleep,"  said  the 
magician. 

He  rolled  up  his  sleeves,  waved  his  arms 
slowly,  and  they  all  sank  into  dreamland. 

When  Gretchen  awoke  she  found  herself  in  a 
grove  of  small  trees;  through  a  long  avenue 
that  divided  the  grove  she  could  see  a  low, 
square  building. 

"  That  is  the  King's  Arms,"  said  the  cap- 
tain, pointing  at  the  building.  "  We  will  go 
in  and  register." 

The  magician  said  it  was  time  he  started  for 
his  office,  and  after  the  others  had  thanked 
him  for  transforming  them  so  comfortably,  he 
hurried  away,  leaving  them  at  the  hotel. 


Suddenly  it  occurred  to  Gretchen  that  she 
had  no  money. 

"  What  am  I  to  do  ?  "  .she  asked.  "  I  can't 
pay  my  board." 

"  That  will  be  all  right,"  said  the  captain. 
"  The  army  is  ninety-six  years  behind  in  its  pay, 
so  I  always  settle  my  account  with  an  order  on 
the  treasurer;  I  '11  settle  yours  in  the  .same  way, 
and  when  you  get  the  money  you  can  pay  me." 

They  approached  the  hotel,  and  found  the 
landlord  waiting ;  he  was  a  small,  fat  fairy,  with 
a  large  diamond  in  his  shirt-front. 

"  1  wonder  if  they  take  dogs,"  said  (iretchen  ; 
and  when  she  remembered  the  satchel  slie  cried  : 
"Oh,  dear  I  I  have  forgotten  to  have  Snip 
changed  back  I  " 

The  captain  consoled  her,  .saying  that  they 
could  go  to  the  magician's  office  later,  and  that 
it  would  be  as  well  to  leave  Snip  a  satchel  until 
she  found  how  the  queen  would  receive  her. 

"  I  suppose  you  will  want  the  human-being 
room?"  asked  the  landlord.  "It  happens  to 
be  empty." 

"Oh,  yes.  But  where  is  the  roof?"  she 
cried,  looking  up  at  the  sky. 

"  Out  in  the  side  yard.  Where  else  should  it 
be?" 

"  On  top  of  the  house,  of  course,  to  keep  the 
rain  out." 

The  landlord  smiled  pityingly.  "  It  never 
rains  in  this  country,"  he  said,  "  and  we  have 
the  roof  in  the  yard  so  that  we  can  prop  it  up 
on  edge  and  keep  the  afternoon  sun  from  the 
south  windows." 

"  May  I  have  something  to  eat  ? "  asked 
Gretchen. 

"  Certainly,"  saitl  the  landlord.  "  You  are 
fortunate  in  coming  now,  as  our  feast  is  ap- 
proaching and  we  have  plenty  of  provisions. 
Had  you  come  at  any  other  time  in  the  last 
fifty  years  you  would  have  found  no  food  in  the 
house.  Front !  "  he  cried,  "  show  these  people 
to  the  dining-room." 

"What  will  vou  have?"  said  the  captain,  as 
they  seated  themselves  at  a  small  table. 
"  Waiter  I  "  he  called  in  a  loud  voice. 

A  door  at  the  other  end  of  the  room  opened, 
and  a  little  lamb  frisked  in  on  his  hind  legs. 

"  Oh,  dear,  is  that  the  waiter  ? "  cried 
Gretchen,   looking   rather  uncomfortable. 
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The  captain  said  that  it  was. 

"  And  I  was  just  about  to  order  Iamb  cliops," 
she  said. 

'*  I  would  n't  do  that ;  it  might  hurt  his  feel- 
ings," the  cai)tain  said  in  a  low  voice.  "  What 
have  you  to-day  ?  "  he  asked,  turning  to  the 
lamb,  who  stood  behind  (Iretchen's  chair  with 
a  napkin  over  one  of  his  fore  legs. 

"  We  have  .some  eagles'  eggs  that  are  nice 
anil  fresh." 

•'  I  don't  think  I  care  for  any  of  them,"  said 
Gretchen. 

"  How  would  you  like  a  mountain-goat  steak 
or  a  kangaroo  tenderloin  ?  "  inquired  the  lamb. 

"  They  both  sound  tough,"  said  the  captain. 

"  Our  humming-bird  croquettes  are  very 
fine,"  said  the  lamb,  bowing  and  rubbing  his 
hoofs  together. 

"  No,  no,"  said  Gretchen ;  "  I  don't  care  for 
them,  either.  I  think  you  may  bring  me  some 
honey  and  sardines."  She  was  very  tired  of 
these,  but  could  think  of  nothing  else.  The 
lamb  hurried  away,  but  soon  returned  and  put 
the  honey  and  sardines  before  Ciretchcn. 

As  she  finished  her  meal  the  giant  said  he 
should  be  glad  if  the  captain  would   suggest 


the  little  lamb  nearly  into  hysterics;  then  he  hur- 
ried away  to  find  the  newspaper  office. 

"  You  'd  better  be  blindfolded  now,"  said  the 
captain,  as  they  left  the  dining-room ;  '•  and  I 
would  leave  the  satchel  here  if  I  were  you." 

"  Oh,  hut  I  don't  wish  to  do  that !  "  cried 
Gretchen. 

"  It  will  be  perfectly  secure,"  said  the  land- 
lord, "  for  I  will  put  it  in  the  safe."  He  went 
back  of  the  desk,  and  unlocking  a  huge  oyster- 
shell,  which  was  fastened  with  a  padlock,  put 
Snip  inside  and  locked  it  again.  "  Here  is 
your  check,"  he  said,  handing  her  a  large  j)earl 
with  71  written  on  it  in  small  figures. 

"  But  this  is  worth  more  than  the  satchel," 
said  Gretchen,  who  knew  that  no  matter  how 
much  she  herself  valued  Snip,  no  one  else  would 
give  the  worth  of  the  pearl  for  him. 

"  Well,  that  makes  your  bag  all  the  safer, 
does  n't  it  ?  "  asked  the  landlord. 

"  Call  a  hansom-cab,"  ordered  the  captain, 
binding  his  handkerchief  over  Gretchen's  eyes. 

They  entered  the  cab  and  were  rattled  oft". 
After  some  jolting  and  jarring  they  stopped,  and 
Gretchen  heard  the  captain  shout  to  some  one : 

"  Hello,  there,  captain  of  the   (jueen's   left 


■■'oil,     UEAK,     IS     THAT     THE     WAITER?'     CKIKD     LREICIIEN." 

how  he  had  better  go  about  watch-making,  as    guard !    This  little  girl  who  is  with  me  demands 

he  was  anxious  to  begin.     The  captain  thought  an  audience  with  her  Majesty !  " 

for  a  while,  and  suggested  that  Willie  put  an  "  Gracious  !     Don't  put  it  that  way,  or  they  '11 

advertisement   in    the   newspaper.     The   giant  never  let  us  in,"  .said  Gretchen. 

roared  with  glee  —  so  loudly  that  he  frightened  "That  's  the  way  to  put  it,"  said  the  cap- 
VoL.  XXIX. —  40. 
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tain.  "  If  you  just  ask  for  an  audience  they 
think  you  've  no  right;  but  if  you  demand  one 
it  impresses  them.  Besides,  we  can't  let  these 
sovereigns  get  too  haughty." 

The  soldiers  held  a  whispered  consultation. 
"  All  right !  "  cried  a  voice ;  and  Gretchen  was 
helped  down  and  led  indoors  by  the  gnome 
captain  and  Leonardo. 

Chapter  IV. 

IN    THE    ROYAL    PRESENCE. 

When  the  bandage  was  removed,  Gretchen 
found  herself  in  a  long,  high  room,  into  which 
the  sun  shone  brightly,  as  it  had  no  ceihng  nor 
roof  In  front  of  her  was  a  low  platform  on 
which  two  thrones  stood  side  by  side.  The 
walls  of  the  room  were  formed  of  white  columns 
striped  with  red. 

"  They  look  Hke  sticks  of  candy,"  said 
Gretchen. 

"  They  are,"  said  the  captain.  "  At  one  of 
the  fifty-year  feasts  the  candy  gave  out,  and 
these  walls  were  built  in  case  such  a  thing 
should  occur  again.  At  that  time  the  royal 
architect  happened  to  be  also  the  court  barber, 
and  he  selected  this  pattern." 

About  ten  feet  above  the  floor  an  iron  bar 
extended  from  one  side  wall  to  the  other. 
From  the  middle  of  this  hung  an  enormous 
chandelier  covered  with  mirrors. 

"  What  is  that  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  A  moonograph,"  said  the  captain.  "Those 
mirrors  reflect  the  rays  of  the  moon  and  light 
the  room  nicely." 

"  And  look !  "  cried  Gretchen,  "  there  is  a  fairy 
on  it !  "  And,  sure  enough,  perched  high  on  the 
moonograph  was  a  small  fairy  in  brown  overalls. 

"  Hush,"  whispered  the  captain.  "  Here 
comes  the  royal  party." 

The  curtains  of  an  arched  door  at  one  side 
of  the  platform  were  drawn  apart  by  two  pages, 
and  the  procession  entered.  First  came  a 
number  of  court  fairies  in  gauze  draperies, 
each  with  a  fixed  smile  on  her  face. 

"  That  is  the  queen's  chorus,"  said  the  cap- 
tain. "  Many  of  the  fairies  who  do  not  think 
for  themselves  become  members  of  the  chorus, 
and  merely  have  to  repeat  what  other  people 
think.     The  king  has  a  chorus  of  men." 


"  But  if  they  don't  think,  how  do  they  decide 
to  enter  the  chorus  }  "  whispered  Gretchen. 

"  They  don't ;  the  king  or  queen  decides  for 
them.  That  gloomy-looking  man  coming  next, 
in  the  long  robe  covered  with  interrogation- 
points,  is  the  Court  Objector,  M'hose  duty  it  is 
to  object  to  anything  that  is  wrong." 

"  I  should  think  that  would  be  a  very  disa- 
greeable oftice,"  said  Gretchen. 

"  It  is,"  replied  the  captain,  "  but  he  likes  it. 
That  younger  one,  with  long  hair,  is  the  Court 
Poet.  I  can't  tell  you  about  the  others,  for 
here  comes  the  queen."  And  last  of  all  came  a 
small  fairy  in  a  fur-trimmed  dress. 

"  Where  is  the  king  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  They  reign  by  turns,"  whispered  the  cap- 
tain, "and  it  is  his  fifty  years  off.  When  his 
reign  begins  we  shall  have  men's  rights." 

"  Who  comes  first  ?  "  asked  the  queen. 

"  Yes;  who,  oh,  who  —  who  —  who  —  comes 
first  ?  "  repeated  the  chorus. 

"  I  don't  like  that,"  said  the  Objector.  "  It 
sounds  too  much  Hke  an  owl." 

"  Don't  do  it  again,"  said  the  queen,  and  the 
chorus,  whose  faces  had  not  relaxed  from  their 
sickly  grins,  remained  silent. 

"  I  'm  first,  your  Majesty,"  cried  the  little 
fairy  on  the  moonograph. 

"  What  are  you  doing  up  there  ? "  she 
demanded. 

"  If  it  please  your  Majesty,  I  am  a  gas-fitter 
by  trade,  and  I  feel  more  comfortable  up  here." 

"  Well,  it  does  n't  please  me;  come  down." 

The  little  fairy  dropped  to  the  floor.  "  I 
would  hke  to  be  released  from  jail,"  he  said. 

At  this  the  whole  court  turned  their  backs 
on  him. 

"  Of  all  the  ridiculous  nonsense  I  ever  heard  !  " 
said  the  Objector.     "  Where  are  you  now  ?  " 

"  Of  course  I  'm  not  in  jail  at  this  moment," 
replied  the  gas-fitter.  "  They  let  me  out  to 
come  for  a  pardon,  while  they  were  cleaning 
house." 

"  Well,  what  have  you  done  ?  "  inquired  the 
queen. 

"  No  one  else  has  done  anything,"  said  the 
Objector,  "  so  why  does  your  Majesty  say, '  what 
have  you  done  ?  '  That  implies  that  there  are 
others.    You  should  say, '  what  have  you  done  ? '  " 

"  It  must  be  very  tiresome  to  be  picked  up 
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in  that  way  whenever  you  say  an)  thing," 
whispered  (Iretchen. 

"  It  is,"  said  the  captain,  -  but  it  's  good  for 
you.  Have  you  ever  noticed  that  most  of  the 
things  that  are  good  for  you  are  disagreeable?" 

"  Oh,  yes,"  Gretchen  said  quickly. 

"If  it  please  your  Majesty  — "  began  the 
gas-fitter. 

"  Don't  say  that  again,"  the  Objector  said 
sharply.     "  You  know  that  it  does  n't." 

"  Well,  anyway,"  said  the  little  fairy,  who 
was  getting  flustered  and  had  entirely  forgotten 
a  speech  he  had  prepared  while  sitting  on  the 
moonograph,  "  I  want  to  get  out  of  jail." 

"  Why  were  you  put  in  ?  "  asked  the  queen. 

"  For  breach  of  contract.  I  was  hired  to 
mend  a  leak  in  a  gas-pipe,  and  instead  of  fixing 
it  with  solder,  as  I  agreed,  I  plugged  it  with  the 
first  thing  that  came  handy." 

"  What  came  handy  ?  " 

"  .\n  opal." 

"  Ten  years  more.  Take  him  away,"  the 
queen  said ;  and  two  soldiers  hurried  the  gas- 
fitter  from  the  room. 

"  Ten  years,  ten  years  !  oh,  oh,  ten  years !  "  the 
chorus  sang  joyfully. 

"  It  's  your  turn  next,"  the  captain  whispered 
to  Gretchen, "  and  you  've  seen  by  the  way  the 
gas-fitter  fared  that  it  does  n't  pay  to  be  hum- 
ble, so  put  on  a  brave  face.  I  'm  sorry  Willie 
is  n't  here.  I  think  his  voice  would  impress 
them." 

"  Any  one  else  ?  "  asked  the  queen. 

"  You  answer,"  said  the  captain,  nudging 
Gretchen,  "  as  I  don't  want  to  lose  my  job." 

"  Yes ;  I  want  an  audience,  and  I  wish  you  'd 
be  quick  about  it,"  she  said  tremblingly. 

"  Why,  it 's  a  human  being  !  "  cried  the  queen, 
and  all  the  court  fairies  gathered  at  the  front  of 
the  platform  and  looked  at  Gretchen. 

"  Is  that  the  latest  style  in  shirt-waists  ? " 
asked  the  queen. 

"  No,  your  Majesty  ;  this  is  one  I  made  from 
last  year's  pattern." 

"  Let  me  see  your  shoes,"  ordered  the  queen. 

Gretchen,  much  puzzled,  held  up  one  foot  so 
that  they  could  get  a  good  look  at  it. 

"  I  told  you  so ! "  the  Objector  cried  tri- 
umphantly. 

Gretchen  looked  closer  at  the  fairies,  and  saw 


they  had  strapped  to  tiieir  feel  (juecr  ol^long 
wooden  boxes  with  handles  on  them. 

"  A  male  human  being  who  was  here  fifty 
years  ago  told  us  that  pumps  were  all  the  style 
in  high  society,  and  we  have  had  a  most  un- 
comfortable time  ever  since,"  said  the  queen. 

She  took  oft"  her  pumps  and  threw  them  on 
the  floor,  and  the  chorus  removed  theirs  and 
capered  joyou.sly. 

"  What  do  you  think  of  fairyland  ?  "  asked 
the  queen. 

"  I  have  n't  seen  much  of  it,  except  the  hotel," 
said  Gretchen.     "  I  came  here  blindfold." 

"  That  's  no  excuse,"  said  the  Objector. 

"  Well,  what  do  you  want  ?  "'  inquired  the 
queen. 

Gretchen  told  her  story,  and  the  court  held  a 
whispered  consultation. 

"  It  is  usual  for  each  mortal  who  asks  a 
favor  of  us  to  do  some  task  in  return,"  the  queen 
said.  "  As  it  is  so  late  now,  I  think  you  would 
better  call  again  to-morrow  afternoon,  when 
there  is  to  be  a  reception  in  the  castle  grounds, 
and  we  will  then  decide  what  you  are  to  do." 

"  May  I  bring  my  dog  with  me  ? "  asked' 
Gretchen. 

"  Does  he  chase  fairies  ?  "  the  queen  said 
anxiously. 

"  He  never  has,"  Gretchen  replied  truthfully. 

"  Then  you  may  fetch  him,"  said  the  (jueen. 
"  Good-by  till  to-morrow " ;  and  she  left  the 
room,  followed  by  the  other  fairies — the  chorus 
last  of  all. 

When  they  reached  the  hotel  it  was  almost 
dark,  and  Gretchen,  who  had  not  slept  in  a  really- 
and-truly  bed  for  two  nights,  was  ready  to 
go  to  bed. 

The  human-being  room  proved  comfortable, 
though  it  seemed  queer  not  to  have  a  roof  over 
her  head,  and  spread  on  a  small  table  she  found 
a  very  nice  supper  consisting  of  wild  honey  and 
sardines. 

The  next  morning  Gretchen  decided  to  go  to 
the  magician's.  She  .seldom  ate  much  break- 
fast, and  was  so  tired  of  honey  and  sardines  that 
she  did  n't  care  for  any  at  all  that  morning.  As 
she  reached  the  gate  a  hansom-cab  drawn  by 
an  enormous  grasshopper  came  up,  and  the 
driver,  a  fairy  of  medium  size,  in  a  long  coat 
and  shiny  high  hat,  pointed  his  whip  at  her. 
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"Cab,  miss?"   he  cried.     "I   drove    ye  to  "To  the  Thirty-third  Degree  Transformer's," 

the  palace  yesterday."                                            .  said  Gretchen,  trying  to  speak  as  though  she 

'•  But  I  can't  go  without  Leonardo  and  the  had    been    accustomed    all    her    short    life    to 

captain,"  said  Gretchen,  suddenly  remembering,  giving  orders  to  cab-drivers. 
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"  Here  comes  the  gents  as  was  with  ye  yes- 
terday," said  the  driver,  pointing  to  the  captain 
and  Leonardo,  who  were  returning  from  an  early 
morning  stroll. 

"  I  will  have  to  leave  you  now,  as  I  go  on 
duty  to-day,"  said  the  captain,  "  but  I  have 
given  Leonardo  a  guide-book  so  that  he  can 
help  you;  besides,  this  driver  knows  all  about  the 
town.  Take  this  young  lady  wherever  she  wants 
to  go,  and  charge  it  to  my  account,"  he  added. 

"  All  right,  sir !  "  cried  the  driver,  touching 
his  hat. 

Gretchen  heartily  thanked  the  captain  for  all 
his  kindness,  and  bidding  him  good-by,  she  and 
Leonardo  got  into  the  cab,  the  driver  waved 
his  whip,  and  they  were  driven  rapidlv  away. 

"Where  to?"  called  the  driver,  through  a 
funny  little  trap-door  he  raised  in  the  roof 


"How  do  you  like  this  rig?"  asked  Leonardo, 
who  was  dressed  in  a  very  fashionable  suit  of 
clothes,  and  wore  a  silk  hat  and  an  eye-glass. 

"  It  is  most  becoming,"  Gretchen  replied. 

"  I  thought  this  sort  of  thing  more  appro- 
priate for  a  tourist  than  my  every-day  suit. 
They  fit  pretty  well,  don't  they  ?  I  got  them 
ready-made." 

"  However  do  you  keep  that  eye-glass  in  ?  " 
asked  Gretchen. 

"  Glue  on  the  edges,"  Leonardo  said  briefly. 

"Why,  there  's  Willie!"  he  cried,  and  told 
the  driver  to  stop.  "Hi,  Willie!  —  I  mean  low 
Willie  !     Have  you  found  a  place  to  work  ?  " 

"  Yes,"  said  Willie,  grinning  from  ear  to  ear. 
"  Got  an  answer  to  my  advertisement  and  a 
place  in  a  watch-  and  clock-maker's  this  morn- 
ing.    Am  on  my  way  to  fix  the  town  clock." 
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"  Where  's  your  ladder  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  Huh:  I  won't  need  a  ladder!"  said  Willie. 
''The  dial  is  only  sixteen  feet  above  the  ground." 
Gretchen  and  Leonardo  looked  at  each  other 
and  burst  into  laughter,  and  as  they  laughed 
the  grin  faded  from  Willie's  face.  "  There !  I 
keep  forgetting  about  being  small  I  "  he  said. 
••  What  shall  I  do  !  " 

"  We  are  on  our  way  to  the  magician's,  and 
perhaps  you  could  get  him  to  change  you  back. 
Then  you  could  fix  the  clock,"  said  Gretchen. 

"  Good  !  "  cried  Willie,  his  merry  grin  at  once 
returning. 

Willie  got  into  the  cab,  and  Gretchen  ordered 
the  driver  to  go  to  the  Transformer's,  as  it  was 
nearly  eleven  o'clock.  Away  they  went,  through 
narrow  streets  lined  with  little  houses  without 
roofs,  by  all  sorts  of  larger  buildings  of  queer 
designs,  Leonardo  vainly  trying  to  describe 
them,  but  getting  all  mixed  up,  as  by  the  time 
he  had  picked  one  out  in  the  guide-book  they 
had  passed  at  least  two  more;  and  they  finally 
came  to  the  magician's  office.  A  little  fairy  in 
a  green  coat  and  brass  buttons  answered  the 


"  Tell  him  that  Gretchen  wishes  to  see  him," 
said  Leonardo,  and  the  boy  went  away.  He 
soon  returned,  and  asked  her  to  follow  him. 

She  found  the  magician  in  a  plain  little  office, 
seated  at  a  desk.  His  elbows  were  resting  on 
the  desk,  his  hands  were  pressed  to  his  face, 
and  he  was  intently  studying  a  piece  of  paper. 

"  I  'm  delighted  to  .see  you,"  he  said  without 
looking  up.     "  Have  a  chair." 

Gretchen  looked  around,  and  not  seeing  a 
chair  did  n't  have  one.  She  waited  patiently 
while  he  studied  the  paper. 

"  This  is  most  wonderful,"  he  said  finally, 
handing  it  to  her.  It  was  a  puzzle-picture  of  a 
man  in  a  funny  grove  of  trees,  and  beneath  it 
was  printed:  here  is  the  hunter;  find  his 
DOG.  "  Can  you  find  him  ?  "  the  magician 
asked  anxiously. 

"  Certainly,"  said  Gretchen.  •'  Don't  you 
see  that  this  little  branch  is  his  tail,  this  leaf  an 
ear,  and  that  limb  is  his  body  ?  " 

"  Why,  so  it  is  !  "  cried  the  magician.  "  You 
have  a  wonderful  intellect !  I  'd  studied  that 
for  twenty-four  hours  and  had  n't  solved  it." 


"'CAB,     MISS?'     HE     CRIEP        'l     DROVE     YE    TO    THE     PAT.ACK     VES7EKDAV.'" 

bell,  and  they  entered  a  reception-room,  where        Gretchen  told    him   what   she   wanted,  and 
they  found  a  number  of  fairies  waiting.  he  prepared   to  change   Snip  back   to  a  dog. 
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"Oh,  dear!"   she  cried.     -I   forgot   to  bring 
him   with   nic  I  '' 

••  I  can  change  liim  wherever  he  is,"  said  the 
magician ;  and  going  through  a  few  more 
movements  than  usual  with  his  hands,  lie  an- 
nounced that  the  thing  was  done. 

Gretchen  told  him  of  Willie's  wish  to  be  a 
giant  again,  and  he  went  through  some  .slighdy 
different  movements  and  .said  that  was  done. 

As  he  finished  speaking  a  voice  cried  "  Hello ! " 
and  looking  up,  they  saw  Willie  peering  at  them 
over  the  top  of  the  wall.  "  Will  you  kindly  change 
me  back  at  about  four  o'clock  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  Certainly,"  said  the  magician,  and  the  giant 
hurried  away. 

"  Won't  you  stay  awhile  ?  "  said  the  Trans- 
former to  Gretchen,  who  was  preparing  to  go. 

"  Thank  you,"  she  replied.  "  I  'm  afraid  I  'm 
keeping  you  from  your  work.  You  have  so 
many  people  waiting." 

"  Never  mind  them,"  he  said.  "  They  are 
only  the  Discontented  Dozen." 

"The  Discontented  Dozen!"  said  Gretchen, 
opening  her  eyes  very  wide. 

"  Yes.  There  are  a  great  many  dissatisfied 
people  in  this  country,  even  if  it  is  fairyland, 
and  as  this  dozen  happens  to  be  rich  they  can 
afford  all  sorts  of  whims.  When  one  of  them 
sees  anybody  else  who  looks  at  all  happy,  he  or 
she  at  once  wants  to  be  changed  into  that  kind 
of  person.  They  come  every  few  days  to  be 
transformed.  I  have  had  them  lawyers,  type- 
writers, laborers,  book-agents,  druggists,  authors, 
and  astronomers.  If  they  stopped  to  think,  ii 
would  occur  to  them  that  if  I,  who  have  studied 
so  long  and  know  so  much,  knew  of  any  kind 
of  being  who  was  perfectly  happy,  I  would 
change  myself  into  such  a  one  instead  of  re- 
maining a  magician." 

Gretchen  thought  this  was  very  clever  of  the 
Transformer,  and  that  he  certainly  knew  a  great 
deal,  but  her  eye  happened  to  fall  on  the 
puzzle-picture,  and  she  was  not  quite  so  sure. 

"  I  am  afraid  I  shall  have  to  go,  as  T  am  to  see 
the  queen  this  afternoon,"  she  said ;  and  thanking 
him,  and  saying  she  hoped  to  see  him  again,  she 
joined  Leonardo.  Getting  into  the  cab,  they 
were  driven  away,  leaving  the  Discontented 
Dozen  in  the  outer  office,  looking  expectant. 
Gretchen   and   Leonardo  presently  heard  a 


great  roaring  like  thunder,  ana  a  squeaking  and 
scjuealing  like  nothing  else  at  all.  Turning 
a  corner,  they  found  that  the  giant  gnome, 
sitting  in -the  street,  was  doing  the  roaring,  and 
an  excited  little  fairy  dancing  around  him  was 
doing  the  rest. 

"  What  's  the  matter  now,  Willie  ? "  cried 
Leonardo,  as  the  cab  stopped. 

Gretchen  saw  that  the  giant  was  sitting  near 
a  building  on  the  roof  of  which  was  a  tower 
with  a  clock  in  it. 

"  Can't  you  reach  it  ?  "  she  asked. 

"  I  can  reach  it !  "  yelled  Willie,  "  but  he  's 
just  changed  me  back  to  my  old  self,  and  I 
can't  fix  it !  " 

"  Dear  me  1  "  said  Gretchen.  "  I  should  have 
had  you  changed  to  a  giant  watch-maker!  " 

"  Of  course  you  should  !  "  howled  Willie. 

"  If  that  clock  is  n't  mended  to-day  I  '11  be 
put  in  jail !  "  cried  the  little  fairy.  A  gloomy 
silence  followed. 

"  Is  that  your  employer  ?  "  asked  Gretchen, 
pointing  at  the  little  fairy. 

"  Yes  !  "  cried  WiUie. 

"  Well,  why  don't  you  lift  him  up  and  let  him 
mend  it  ?  " 

Willie  turned  to  the  little  watch-maker  with 
a  broad  smile  on  his  face. 

"Hurrah!"  they  yelled,  and  the  cab  went  on. 

Chapter  V. 

POETRY    AND    FOOTBALL. 

When  Gretchen  and  Leonardo  reached  the 
hotel  they  found  all  the  little  lambs  perched  on 
the  fence,  trembling  with  fear,  and  Snip  jumping 
up,  trying  to  reach  them.  The  landlord  ran  to 
the  gate. 

"  I  heard  loud  barking  in  the  safe  a  short 
time  ago,  and  when  I  opened  it  that  dog 
jumped  out,  and  I  can't  find  your  satchel.  I 
think  he  must  have  eaten  it,"  he  said. 

"  Why,  that  dog  is  the  satchel,"  said  Gretchen, 
calling  Snip  away  from  the  lambs,  who  were 
greaUy  relieved  and  hurried  into  the  house. 
Then  she  explained  matters  to  the  landlord  and 
offered  him  the  pearl. 

"  I  can't  take  that ;  I  gave  it  out  for  the 
bag,"  he  said. 

"  But  I  have  the  bag  —  or  the  dog,  Avhich  is 
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the  same  thing,"  said  Grctchcn.  '*  And  sup- 
pose 1  should  claim  a  satchel  for  this  pearl, 
what  would  you  do  ?  " 

"  There  's  no  use  arguing,"  said  the  landlord. 
'•  I  can't  take  it  back  till  I  give  you  a  satchel  — 
it  's  a  rule  of  the  house";  and  he  turned  and 
walked  away. 

As  Gretchen  reached  the  door  of  the  hotel  she 
saw  the  little  lamb  waiter  going  toward  her  room 
with  some  honey 
and  sardines  on  a 
tray.  "  I  don't  think 
I  care  for  any  lun- 
cheon," she  said. 
"  Let  us  go  now  to 
see  the  queen,"  she 
added,  to  Leonardo. 
In  the  yard  they 
met  the  giant  com- 
ing up  the  path. 

"  We  fixed  it,  and 
as  there  were  no 
other  town  clocks 
to  mend  to-day,  the 
master  said  I  could 
have  a  half-holi- 
day," he  roared. 

''  What  was  the 
matter  with  it  ?  " 
asked  Leonardo. 

*' Only  a  little  sea- 
weed in  the  works," 
replied  Willie. 

"Seaweed!  "cried 
Gretchen  and  Leo- 
nardo together.      "  How  could  that  get  in  ?  " 

"  I  don't  know  how  it  got  in.  I  only  said  that 
it  was  in,"  Willie  answered. 

•'  He  's  quite  conceited  because  he  helped 
mend  that  clock,"  whispered  Leonardo. 

"  I  find  that  I  can  hear  much  better  than  I 
could  on  earth,"  said  Willie.  "  I  suppose  the 
air  must  be  clearer." 

Leonardo  looked  all  around.  "  I  don't  see 
any  .seaweed  in  it,"  he  said. 

The  ofiended  giant  started  toward  the  gate ; 
but  Leonardo  ran  after,  apologized,  and  in- 
vited him  to  visit  the  queen  with  them,  and 
W^illie  was  mollified.    The  hansom  was  waiting. 


•'  1  never  can  gel  in  that,"  said  the  giant. 
"  Course  ye   can't !     (iet   behind,  will   ye  ?  " 
cried  the  driver.     "Whoa!"   he  yelled  to  the 
grasshopper,  which  was  violently  shying. 

Gretchen,  Leonardo,  and  Snip  entered  the 
cab,  and  Willie  followed  on  foot.  When  they 
reached  the  castle,  they  went  through  a  do(jr 
opening  into  the  gardens,  the  giant  stepping  over 
the  wall.  Snip  was  so  wild  with  excitement  at 
seeing  so  many  things  that  roused  his  curiosity 

that  he  did  n't  know 
where  to  begin. 
'Ihe  first  jK'rson 
they  saw  was  the 
Poet,  who  walked 
haughtily  by  with- 
out noticing  them. 
"  Oh,  there  's  the 
Poet !  "  cried  Gret- 
chen. "  Won't  you 
read  us  some  of 
your  verses  ?  "  she 
called  after  him. 

The  Poet  turned 
and  hurried  toward 
them  so  fast  that  he 
tripped  and  almost 
fell.  He  shook 
hands  with  Gret- 
chen and  Leonar- 
do, not  noticing 
Willie,  whom  he 
mistook  for  a  tree. 
"  Of  course  I  will," 
he  said,  leading 
them  to  a  bench. 
"  What  is  that  card  sticking  out  of  your 
pocket  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  That  is  my  poetic  license.  You  see,  poets 
sometimes  put  poor  rhymes  or  poor  sense  in 
their  verses,  and  they  have  licenses  for  making 
such  mistakes.  I  am  allowed  thirty  errors  a 
month,  and  when  I  make  one  the  Objector 
punches  out  a  number  on  the  edge  of  my 
license.  When  it  is  used  up  I  have  to  wait 
until  the  next  month  before  I  can  write  any 
more.  There  are  many  poets  in  this  country, 
but  I  am  the  only  Court  Poet.  I  cannot  think 
of  any  one  on  earth  who  can  be  compared  to 
me,  unless   it  's   Shaksj)ere ;    and   as  he  lived 
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when  the  fairies  were  there,  they  probably  helped 
him.  Still,  our  verses  are  not  the  least  bit 
alike,"  the  Poet  said  thoughtfully.  "  I  will  now- 
read  my  first  poem.  It  is  rather  childish,  as  1 
wrote  it  when  I  was  only  eighty  years  old,  but 
I  think  you  will  like  the  spirit " ;  and  he  read 
the  following : 

"  ODE    TO   DA  \ : 

"  O  merry  day  .'     O  merry  day  f 
}ou  make  me  gay  and  full  of  play. 
J  would  that  you  could  last  akuay. 

"  /  do  not  like  the  darksome  night, 
When  mice  delight  to  squeak  and  fight, 
And  put  me  in  an  auful  fright. 

"  With  joy  I  'm  filled  when  comes  the  sun 
And  day  's  begun;  I  have  such  fun. 
But  sad  am  I  7vhen  it  is  done.''' 

"  There  is  one  thing  about  that  poem  w  hich 
I  don't  agree  with,"  said  the  Objector,  who  had 
come  behind  the  wooden  bench. 

"  What  is  that  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  The  last  line,"  said  the  Objector. 

The  Poet  looked  gloomily  at  the  ground  and 
bit  his  lips.     "  My  next  is  a  short  rhyme  about 
my  little  brother,  written  after  the  occasion  of 
his  first  feast,"  he  said  : 
"  Woeful  Waldo, careless  glutton, suffers  much  unrest 

From  a  pain  within  the  region  Just  behind  his  vest. 

But  he  has  increase  of  knowledge,  having  learned 
of  late 

That  mince-pie  and  lobster  salad  won't  col-lab-o- 
rate." 

"  That  's  very  nice,"  said  Gretchen.  "  What 
does  it  mean  ?  " 

The  Poet  rose  wearily  and  walked  away. 

"  Well,  it  was  hard  to  understand,"  Gretchen 
said  ruefully,  looking  after  him. 

"  When  people  become  intelligent  enough  to 
understand  his  verses,  they  won't  listen  to 
them,"  said  the  Objector.  "  That 's  his  greatest 
trouble." 

The  Objector  asked  Gretchen  if  she  would 
like  to  go  to  a  football  game  that  was  to  com- 
mence shortly,  and  which  the  king  was  to 
referee.  He  said  that  the  king  was  very  fond 
of  football  —  that  he  studied  it  from  a  little 
book  of  rules  which  one  of  the  railway  guards 
had  brought  in. 

Gretchen  was  dehghted  to  go,  and  walking 


through  a  garden, —  which  was  like  any  fairy 
garden  you  may  have  seen, —  they  presently 
came  to  a  large  field.  This  field  had  tiers  of 
seats  on  all  sides,  and  an  enormous  gridiron 
held  about  three  feet  above  the  ground,  on  little 
posts,  in  the  center. 

On  the  gridiron  stood  a  number  of  fairies  in 
football  costumes,  and  one  of  them  kicked  the 
ball  from  it,  and  instantly  fell  between  two  of 
the  bars.  In  a  second  all  was  confusion ;  an- 
other player  threw  the  ball  back  on  the  gridiron, 
the  rest  rushed  for  it,  and  at  once  fell  through. 
They  tried  to  save  themselves  by  spreading 
their  elbows  apart,  those  underneath  holding  on 
by  their  hands,  and  one  little  fairy  even  swing- 
ing to  a  bar  by  his  heels.  The  Objector  pointed 
to  another  fairy,  who  yelled  louder  and  fell 
through  oftener  than  any  one  else,  and  said  that 
he  was  the  king. 

"I  don't  know  anything  about  football,"  said 
Gretchen,  "  but  I  don't  believe  that  is  the  way 
to  play  it." 

The  game  stopped,  and  the  king  came  toward 
them.  "  This  human-being  little  girl  thinks  that 
\  ou  don't  play  properly,"  said  the  Objector. 

"  No  chance  for  argument,"  said  the  king. 
"  The  rules  say  the  ball  must  be  kicked  off  from 
a  line  on  the  gridiron,  though  it  does  seem 
rather  silly  to  kick  it  off  only  to  throw  it  right 
on  again.  There  's  one  rule  we  simply  can't 
follow  :   w^e  can't  keep  it  up  for  forty  minutes." 

Gretchen  heard  a  roaring  noise  which  she 
knew  to  be  Willie's  voice ;  but  the  army  did  n't 
know  about  it,  and  ran  away  as  fast  as  they 
could. 

She  presented  the  giant  to  the  king,  and  hav- 
ing seen  all  the  football  she  cared  for,  asked  the 
Objector  if  he  would  take  her  to  the  queen. 
As  they  left  the  field  the  king  ran  after  her  and 
pointing  to  Willie,  said :  "  Oh,  would  n't  he 
make  a  great  center  rush  ! " 

They  found  the  queen  holding  an  open-air 
reception,  surrounded  by  the  members  of  the 
court.  Gretchen  made  her  way  through  the 
crowd,  and  kneeling,  kissed  the  queen's  hand, 
thinking  that  the  proper  thing  to  do.  The  queen 
asked  many  questions  about  the  .styles  in  dress 
on  earth,  none  of  which  Gretchen  could  answer. 

The  Poet  approached  and  said  that  he  had 
composed  some  verses  about  Gretchen,  describ- 
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ing  her  life  before  she  came  among  them,  and  and  the  teacher  is  as  apt  to  play   the  drum 

as  he  knew  nothing  whatever  of  the  subject,  as  anything  else  —  more  apt,  for  punishing  the 

Clrctchen  was  very  anxious  to  hear  them.     The  children   would   fit   him    for  that   instrument." 

(jueen  ordered  the  court  to  be  quiet,  and  as  He  was  so  angry  that  he  could  n't  remember 
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soon   as  there   was   an    opportunity  the   Poet 
began  to  recite : 

"  There  was  a  Utile  maiden  once  with  eyes  of  deep- 
est blue, 
Her  ankles  were  extremely  weak,  but  her  heart 
was  good  and  true." 

'•  That  won't  do  !  "  said  the  Objector.  "  In 
the  first  place,  her  eyes  are  brown."  The  Poet 
handed  out  his  license  to  be  punched.  "Then, 
what  have  her  ankles  to  do  with  her  heart  ?  " 

"  They  help  support  it,  don't  they  ?  If  it 
was  n't  for  her  ankles,  her  heart  and  all  the  rest 
of  her  would  flop  down  —  except  her  feet. 

"  She  lived  within  a  valley  where  the  birds  sang 
night  and  day; 
They  did  n't  sing  at  other  times,  but  rested  by  the 
way." 

"  Hold  on  !  "  cried  the  Objector.  "  What 
other  times  are  there  besides  night  and  day  ?  " 

"  There  's  twilight  and  dawn,"  said  the  Poet, 
angrily.     "  The  birds  rested  then. 

"  This  little  maiden   learned  her  lessons  from   a 
master  grand, 
IVho  when  he  was  n't  teaching  school  was  drum- 
mer in  the  band." 

The  Objector  turned  to  the  others.  "  Do 
you  wonder  that  I  have  wrinkles  ?  "  he  asked. 
"  Imagine  a  school-teacher  who  was  also  a 
drummer !  " 

"  You  don't  know  anything  about  villages!  " 
howled  the  Poet.     "  There  's  always  a  band, 
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the  rest  of  the  verses,  and  no  one  was  very 
sorry. 

"  What  is  his  name  ?  "  whispered  Gretchen 
to  the  queen. 

"  Mike,"  she  answered. 

"  A  poet  named  Mike  !  "  cried  Gretchen. 

"  Yes ;  and  the  worst  of  it  is  that  there  's  no 
remedy.  It  is  n't  Miguel  or  Michel,  or  even 
Michael,  but  just  plain  Mike.  That  's  his 
greatest  trouble." 

The  queen  arose  and  addressed  the  court. 
"  You  all  know  this  little  girl's  errand,"  she 
said.  "  That  she  may  earn  the  jewels  she 
wishes  to  carry  away,  we  will  give  her  two 
tasks  to  perform,  one  for  the  body  and  one  for 
the  mind.  I  will  allot  the  first  task,  and  the 
king  will  allot  the  second,  which  will  be  the 
more  difficult.  How  arc  the  morning  and 
afternoon  suns  getting  on  ?  "  she  asked. 

"  Do  you  have  two  suns  ?  "  cried  Gretchen. 

"  Have  n't  you  noticed  that  ?  "  asked  the 
queen.  Gretchen  murmured  something  about 
having  been  too  busy. 

"  The  suns  are  in  good  condition,  but  the 
moon  is  badly  tarnished,"  said  the  Objector. 

"  Then  the  task  I  set  is  for  her  to  gild  the 
moon,"  said  the  queen. 

"  Oh,  I  never  can  do  that !  "  cried  (iretchen. 

"Yes,  you  can,"  the  queen  said  sharply.  "  I 
would  n't  tell  you  to  do  anything  that  was  im- 
possible. You  '11  need  help,  and  can  take  any 
one  you  like  from  the  court,  though  I  'd  advise 
you  to  be  careful  in  choosing.     The  Objector, 
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for  instance,  would  be  a  great  hindrance,  as  he 
would  tell  you  only  what  not  to  do.  And 
now,  as  you  are  a  human-being  little  girl,  you 
are  probably  hungry  and  perhaps  would  like 
something  to  eat." 

"  I  won't  have  any  honey  and  sardines !  " 
Gretchen  cried  promptly. 

•*  Certainly  not,"  said  the  queen,  giving  orders 
to  an  attendant.     "  While  you  are  eating  your 


'"is   it  true,'  the  queen   whispkred,    'that  bustles 
are   coming   in   again  ?  '  " 


luncheon  I  will  take  my  afternoon  walk,  and 
when  I  come  back  I  '11  tell  you  the  story  of 
how  Prince  Mardo  brought  the  suns  into  fairy- 
land." Then  she  called  Gretchen  aside.  "  Is 
it  true,"  she  whispered,  "  tliat  busdes  are  com- 
ing in  again  ?  " 

The  attendant  returned,  and  spreading  a 
cloth  on  a  litde  table,  set  out  a  very  nice  lun- 
cheon of  pickled  herring  and  jelly.  As  the 
queen  arose  to  go  the  king  appeared,  running 
very  hard. 

"That  little  gid  has  brought  the  greatest  man 
who  ever  played  on  a  football  field !  "  he  cried. 
"  You  won't  have  to  go  to  see  the  game  any 
more,  for  he  will  bring  it  to  you  " ;  and  the  king 
pointed  at  Willie,  who  was  walking  toward  them, 
carrying  the  gridiron,  on  which  the  army  was 


playing  football  like  mad.  He  held  one  hand 
underneath  it,  and  when  a  player  fell  through, 
would  catch  him  and  put  him  back. 

The  court  fairies  became  much  interested  in 
the  game,  which  was  reaching  a  climax.  It 
reached  an  entirely  unexpected  climax,  for  the 
giant  suddenly  disappeared,  and  the  gridiron 
fell  to  the  ground,  scattering  the  players  in  all 
directions. 

Gretchen  saw  a  crestfallen  little  watch-maker 
steal  from  behind  the  handle  and  run  quickly 
across  the  garden. 

"  I  suppose  that  it  must  be  four  o'clock," 
she  said  softly  to  herself 

Chapter  VI. 

THE    queen's    story    OF    THE    SUNS. 

As  Gretchen  finished  her  luncheon  the  Poet 
came  toward  her.  "  I  have  just  been  writing  a 
song,"  he  said. 

"  Oh,  sing  it  to  me  !  "  she  cried. 

"  I  have  n't  fitted  the  music  to  it  yet,  but 
these  are  the  words,"  was  the  Poet's  reply ;  and 
he  recited  the  following  verses : 

"  THE  SUPERIOR   STUDENT. 

"  There  once  was  a  student,  sitig  Iio  ! 
Who  lived  on  the  earth  beloiu. 
He  followed  a  pace  that  iu  as  far  from  slow; 
His  collars  were  high,  but  his  manners  were  low. 
Sing  heigh,  si  fig  hi,  sing  ho  .' 
Sing  ho,  sing  ho!  His  manners  were  terribly  low.' 

"  That  last  line  is  for  the  chorus,"  said  the 
Poet. 

"  At  football  he  was  expert. 
And  seldom,  if  ever,  got  hurt. 
He  kicked  the  ball  so  high  in  the  air 
That  it  never  came  down,  but  stayed  up  there. 
Sing  heigh,  sing  hi,  sing  ho  / 

"  But  golf  was  his  greatest  game. 
He  made  others'  scores  look  tame. 
His  drives  were  so  remarkably  strong 
That  he  took  an  automobile  along. 
Sing  heigh,  sing  hi,  sing  ho  / 

"  He  was  in  the  college  crew. 
And  pulled  the  stroke-oar,  too. 
The  shell  went  forward  so  very  fast 
That  in  every  race  it  came  in  last. 
Sing  heigh,  sing  hi,  sing  ho  / 
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"  ///  bast'ball  he  <juite  txctlUd, 
And  the  h itches t  UTerage  held, 
I/e  \i  bat  a  dozen  home  runs,  7  luas  said. 
And  end  by  battiJit^  the  umpire's  head. 
Sim^'^  heigh,  sing  hi,  sing  ho.' 

"  His  studies  he  never  shirked. 
But  so  very  hard  he  worked 
That  out  of  a  class  of  seventy 
He  was  highest  of  all — save  sixty-three. 
Sing  heigh,  sing  hi,  sing  ho .' 
Sing  ho,  sing  ho  .'    He  certainly  was  n't  slow. 

"  That  last  line  is  for  the  chorus,"  said  the 
Poet.  "  Repetitions  are  a  great  advantage  in 
writing  poetry,  and  I  don't  know  how  I  'd  get 
along  without  them.  See  how  that  '  Sing  ho, 
sing  ho  ! '  comes  in.  I  once  wrote  a  long  poem 
on  that  order,  that  went  like  this : 

*•  There  once  was  a  coachman  who  curried  a  cur,  a 
cur,  a  cur,  a  cur, 

And  the  dog  very  gratefully  said :   '  Thank  you. 

sir,  you,  sir,  you,  sir,  you,  sir. 
For  my  coat  some  attention  did  certainly  need, 
And  for  your  kind  efforts  I  'w  thankful  indeed. 
You  \>e  rubbed  to  a  gloss  with   remarkable  speed 

my  fur,  my  fur,  my  fur.' 

"  It  was  very  long,  and  there  was  scarcely 
any  meaning  in  it,"  the  Poet  added  proudly. 

Gretchen  heard  laughter  behind  her,  and, 
turning,  discovered  the  queen,  the  king,  and  the 
members  of  the  court  examining  an  oil-paint- 
ing that  stood  on  an  easel. 

"  A  painting  like  this  comes  every  week,  and 
we  have  great  fun  criticizing  them,"  said  the 
queen. 

"  Who  paints  them  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  We  don't  know,"  said  the  king.  "  The 
only  thing  that  would  show  who  the  artist  is,  is 
his  signature  in  one  corner,  and  of  course  no 
one  can  read  that.  I  tell  you  it 's  a  landscape 
with  animals  in  the  foreground,"  he  exclaimed 
to  the  queen,  who  had  been  insisting  that  it  was 
a  beefsteak  with  mushrooms. 

Every  one  had  something  to  say  about  the 
picture,  all  agreeing  that  it  was  very  bad,  and 
having  a  great  time  at  the  expense  of  the  artist. 
Gretchen  looked  about  for  the  Objector,  and 
found  him  standing  apart,  looking  discouraged. 

"  Oh,  do  come  and  help  us  find  fault !  "  she 
cried,  running  to  him.    •'  It 's  the  greatest  fun  !  " 


••  I  will  let  you  into  a  .secret,"  he  said  gloom- 
ily.    '•  I  paint  those  pictures." 

•'  1  will  now  tell  you  the  story  of  how  Prince 
Mardo  brought  the  suns  to  fairyland,"  just  then 
said  the  queen,  motioning  to  the  others  to  sit 
down.     "  Once  upon  a  time  —  " 

"That  's  a  very  old-fashioned  way  in  whic  li 
to  begin  a  fairy  story,  your  Majesty,"  said  the 
Objector. 

The  queen  began  again  :  "  Long  years  ago  —  " 

"  Not  much  better,"  growled  the  Objector. 

"  Well,  anyway,"  said  the  queen,  "  once  upon 
a  time  —  I  mean,  long  years  ago  —  I  will  be 
greatly  obliged  if  you  won't  interrupt  me  again," 
she  said,  turning  to  the  Objector,  who  was  n't 
saying  anything.  "  You  put  me  out  so  that  I 
hardly  know  how  to  commence.  Many  years 
ago  this  band  of  fairies  decided  to  leave  the 
earth.  We  found  that  men  were  changing,  and 
instead  of  singing  songs,  telling  tales,  and  seek- 
ing adventures,  they  had  taken  to  making 
money  and  inventing  things.  With  this  spirit 
in  man  came  another  in  the  air  called  the 
Modem  Spirit,  who  is  our  deadliest  enemy,  as 
contact  with  him,  or  even  sight  of  him,  dissolves 
us.  I  do  not  say  that  he  is  a  bad  spirit,  but  I  do 
say  that  he  is  very  bad  for  us.  With  the  com- 
ing of  new  inventions  the  Modern  Spirit  grew 
so  strong  that  we  decided  to  move  into  this 
mountain. 

••  It  was  easy  enough  to  move  in,  but  lighting 
the  place  was  another  matter.  We  found  plenty 
of  natural  gas,  which  gives  a  poor  light,  as  you 
may  have  noticed  in  the  tunnel.  After  many 
consultations  we  decided  that  the  only  way  to 
get  the  i)roper  light  was  to  have  some  iixiry  go 
out  and  bring  in  a  piece  of  the  sun.  This  was 
such  a  dangerous  undertaking  that  in  the  whole 
kingdom  there  was  but  one  fairy  brave  enough 
to  undertake  it  —  Prince  Mardo,  now  our 
king."  And  the  queen  pointed  dramatically  at 
the  king,  who  was  peacefully  sleeping,  with  his 
crown  tipped  over  one  eye. 

'•  With  two  magicians  he  went  out  of  this 
mountain,  defying  the  Modern  Spirit.  He  had 
a  meeting  with  the  Spirit  of  the  Sun,  telling  him 
that  the  sun  was  so  large  that  it  seemed  selfish 
of  him  not  to  spare  a  little  sliver  for  us,  and  the 
Sun  Spirit  agreed  to  part  with  a  bit  of  it. 
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'  I     PAINT    THOSF-     PICTIRES,      SAID     THE     OBJECTOR,    GLOOMILY. 

"  The  next  question  was,  how  to  get  it  here. 
The  magicians  thought  the  best  plan  would  be  to 
wait  till  the  sun  got  directly  over  the  hole,  in  our 
mountain,  then  chip  off  a  piece  and  let  it  fall  in. 

"  On  earth  people  talk  of  the  morning  and 
afternoon  suns,  which  are  one  and  the  same, 
and  it  occurred  tq  Mardo  that  he  might  get 
two  i)ieces,  and  really  have  morning  and 
afternoon  suns;  so  he  arranged  this  with  the 
Sun  Spirit.  Then,  being  very  thoughtful,  he  re- 
membered the  moon  and  went  to  see  the  Moon 
Spirit,  who  agreed  to  let  him  have  a  comer 
of  the  moon  that  was  seldom  lit  up  anyway. 


"  You  can  imagine  how 
pleased  we  were  when  he 
came  back  and  told  us  all 
about  it.  It  was  agreed 
that  the  morning  sun,  which 
is  officially  known  as  the 
A.M.  sun,  should  rise  in  the 
east,  go  half-way  across  the 
sky,  and  turn  and  set  in  the 
east.  The  afternoon  sun, 
which  is  officially  known 
as  the  P.M.  sun,  was  to 
rise  in  the  west  before  the 
morning  sun  had  set,  go  half- 
way up,  then  come  back  and 
set  in  the  west.  Magicians 
were  busy  arranging  forces 
to  run  the  suns,  fairies  were 
appointed  to  take  charge  of 
the  places  they  were  to  set 
in,  and  every  one  was  prais- 
ing the  bravery  of  Mardo  "  ; 
and  the  queen  looked  fondly 
at  the  king,  who  was  snor- 
ing. Gretchen  did  n't  see 
where  his  bravery  came  in, 
but  she  thought  it  best  not 
to  mention  this. 

"  ThQ  magicians  had  fig- 
ured out  the  time  it  would 
take  for  a  bit  of  the  sun  to 
drop  to  the  earth,  and  on 
the  day  the  first  piece  was 
to    arrive,  a    great    crowd 
gathered     about     the     en- 
trance of  the  cave.     Late 
in  the  afternoon  a  rush  of 
hot  air  was  felt,  and  a  dozen  griffins  —  whom 
nobody  had  thought  to  warn  —  shot  out  of  the 
cave  and  were  blown  half-way  across  the  country 
before  they  could  stop ;  and  the  worst  of  it  was, 
their  wings  were  .so  badly  singed  that  they  had 
to  walk  back.     Bang !     After  them   came  the 
morning  sun,  and  flew  right  over  into  the  place 
reserved  for  the  afternoon  sun  to  set  in." 

"  How  did  you  know  that  it  was  the  morning 
sun  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 
"  Because  it  came  first." 
"  Were  they  both  the  same  size  ?" 
"  Yes." 
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"  Then  what  difterence  did  it  make  ?  " 

''  Well,  anyway,"  said  the  ciueen,  after  a  slight 
pause,  "  you  know  how  excited  fairies  get  when 
things  go  wrong,  and  you  can  imagine  the  con- 
fusion when  the  next  day  the  afternoon  sun  came 
in  and  shot  over  into  the  same  place.  A  few  days 
later  the  moon  arrivetl ;  and  of  all  the  shabby- 
looking  moons  you  ever  saw  it  was  the  worst  — 
it  looked  like  the  back  of  a  haircloth  sofa.  By 
that  time  we  had  the  morning  sun  in  the  proper 
place,  so  we  gilded  the  moon,  set  it  up,  and 
things  have  been  running  smoothly  ever  since. 
But  for  nearly  a  week  we  had  two  suns  in  the 
afternoon,  and  none  at  all  in  the  morning." 

"  I  always  thought  that  whatever  time  the 
sun  rose  was  morning,"  said  Gretchen. 

"  Not  if  it  is  the  afternoon  sun,"  said  the 
queen. 

The  king  was  suddenly  awakened  by  falling 
off  his  chair.  "  I  have  just  been  thinking  that 
I  will  go  with  this  little  girl  w^hen  she  starts  to 
gild  the  moon,  and  take  the  army  with  me,"  he 
said. 

They  discussed  the  manner  in  which  they 
should  travel,  and  agreed  that  Gretchen,  Leo- 
nardo, and  Snip  should  go  in  a  hansom-cab,  and 
did  n't  agree  at  all  about  the  way  in  which  the 
others  should  go. 

"  Well !  "  cried  Gretchen,  after  a  dozen  differ- 
ent plans  had  been  suggested,  "  as  you  all  have 
wings,  I  can't  see  why  you  don't  fly." 

The  queen  looked  at  her  severely.  "  My 
dear  child,  flying  is  distinctly  out  of  date.  None 
but  a  grifiin  or  other  common  person  would 
think  of  doing  it.  Besides,  wings  are  worn 
closely  trimmed  this  season." 

"  As  we  won't  start  for  a  day  or  two,  we  can 
leave  these  questions  till  to-morrow,"  said  the 
king.  "  I  will  begin  thinking  about  them  at 
once,"  and  he  fell  asleep  again.  The  queen 
seemed  sleepy  too,  and  as  the  others  saw  this 
they  pretended  to  be  sleepy  —  all  but  the  Ob- 
jector, who  offered  to  show  Gretchen  through 
the  castle. 

They  walked  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  and 
presently  came  to  the  roof  lying  on  the  grass,  and 
beyond  this  the  great  front  wall  of  the  castle, 
fully  twenty  feet  high,  in  which  was  the  grand 
entrance,  a  high  arched  door  with  the'  sill  at 
least  six  feet  from  the  ground.    Gretchen  asked 


where  the  steps  were,  and  the  Objector  explained 
that  as  the  castle  had  been  built  when  flying 
was  in  fashion,  no  stairs  were  needed.  When 
flying  went  out,  they  started  to  build  a 
grand  staircase  ;  but  he  had  declared  that  going 
upstairs  was  unhealthy,  so  they  gave  it  up. 
Now  the  fairies  hatl  to  run  and  jump,  which 
was  undignified,  or  be  shot  in  with  an  immense 
sling-shot  the  king  had  invented,  which  was  dan- 
gerous, or  go  in  at  the  side  entrance. 

Gretchen  found  the  inside  of  the  castle  very 
interesting,  especially  the  queen's  apartments, 
which  were  papered  with  fashion-plates,  some 
of  them  five  hundred  years  old.  The  walls  of 
the  king's  rooms  were  covered  with  boxing- 
gloves,  foils,  tennis-rackets,  golf-clubs,  baseball- 
bats,  and  pictures  of  all  sorts  of  games,  from 
ancient  hand-ball  to  mumblety-peg. 

The  beds  all  had  canopies  to  keep  oft'  the 
moonhght,  which  the  Objector  said  made  the 
fairies  want  to  get  up  and  dance,  and  the  cover- 
ings had  funny  little  openings  for  wings  to  go 
through.  They  visited  the  rooms  of  state,  the 
reception-hall,  the  dining-hall,  and  the  back  hall. 

As  they  came  out  into  the  grounds,  Gretchen 


'  THE     KING    WAS    I'EACEFILI.Y     SLEEPING,     WITH     HIS    CKOWN 
TIPPED    OVEK     ONE     EVE."       (SEE     PAGE     323.) 


heard  a  feeble  bark,  and  saw  Snip  wearily  drag- 
ging himself  towardAer.  His  air  of  gaiety  was 
gone,  and  he  was  a  tired  and  woebegone-look- 
ing little  dog.  The  Objector  called  Snip  to 
him,  and  patted  his  head  ;  but  the  pup  was  too 
discouraged  even  to  wag  his  tail. 

"  Poor  little  chap,"  said  the  Objector,  who 
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was  very  fond  of  animals,  "  I  know  what  the 
matter  is.  This  is  fairyland,  you  know,  and 
nothing  that  he  sniffs  at  has  a  scent  to  him." 

Chapter   VII. 

VISITING    A    SCHOOL,  AND    OTHER    ADVENTURES. 

The  morning  after  the  reception  Gretchen 
thought  she  would  like  to  see  some  of  the  insti- 
tutions of  fairyland,  and  taking  Leonardo  and 
Snip  with  her,  she  entered  the  cab  and  was 
driven  to  a  primary  school. 

She  said  she  would  like  to  start  with  the  low- 
est grade,  and  they  were  shown  into  a  room 
filled  with  wooden  benches,  with  all  sorts  of 
fairies  sitting  on  them.  The  teacher,  an  elderly, 
sharp-visaged  female,  explained  that  this  was  a 
class  in  observation. 

"  Don't  you  teach  them  to  read  first  ?  "  asked 
Gretchen. 

"  Not  a  bit  of  it,"  said  the  teacher.  "  They 
are  all  so  old  that  they  picked  that  up  long  ago ; 
but  one  is  never  too  old  to  learn  observation. 
You  have  no  idea  what  a  useful  study  it  is. 
What  is  that?  "  she  asked,  pointing  out  of  the 
window. 

"  A  tree  !  "  cried  the  class. 

"  What  do  you  notice  about  it  ?  " 

"  It  is  high,  round,  oval,  brown,  green,  and 
—  sappy." 

"  What  kind  of  a  tree  is  it  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 
and  no  one  in  the  class  knew. 

"  I  don't  think  that  amounts  to  much,"  said 
Gretchen,  who  thought  she  was  quite  clever. 

"  That  's  a  good  point,"  said  the  teacher, 
"  and  they  realize  it.  What  is  this  ?  "  she  added, 
pointing  at  Gretchen. 

"  A  little  girl !  "  howled  the  class.  "  She  is 
short,  white,  green,  freckled,  gawky,  and  — 
saucy." 

"Let  us  go  into  another  room,"  said  Gret- 
chen. 

The  fairies  in  the  next  class  were  like  those 
in  the  first,  except  that  they  looked  as  though 
they  thought  they  knew  a  little  more.  The 
teacher  at  once  came  forward. 

"  This  is  the  grade  in  which  we  teach  them 
to  avoid  useless  things.  It  was  founded  by  the 
Objector,"  she  said.  "  Did  n't  you  ever  start 
doing  something  useless,  knowing  that  it  was 


I  Feb. 


useless,  and  when  some  one  told  you  that  it 
was  useless,  stop  doing  it  ?  " 

"  No,"  answered  Gretchen ;  "  ])ut  I  have 
often  wanted  my  mother  to  stop  washing  my 
face." 

"Would  you  like  to  question  the  class?" 
asked  the  teacher. 

"  No,  thank  you,"  Gretchen  said  hastily. 

"  They  have  just  finished  an  example,"  con- 
tinued the  teacher.  "  This  is  the  answer : 
Therefore :  The  fat  man  has  run  half  a  block, 
missed  the  street- car,  and  stands  puffing  on  the 
corner.  The  look  of  annoyance  on  his  face  is 
useless." 

"  It  seems  to  me  that  it  would  be  better  to 
teach  them  what  to  do  in  a  case  of  that  kind  than 
what  to  avoid"  said  Gretchen,  who  had  been 
thinking  of  an  objection. 

•'  We  teach  that  in  the  next  class,"  and  the 
teacher  opened  a  door.  "  Example  number 
nineteen  !  "  she  cried.  "  What  should  the  fat 
man  on  the  corner  be  doing  ?  " 

"  Winding  his  Avatch  !  "  yelled  some  voices  in 
the  other  room. 

"  I  think  this  school  is  getting  too  deep  for 
me,"  said  Gretchen,  as  they  went  into  the  hall. 

"  We  might  visit  the  kindergarten,"  suggested 
Leonardo.  "  I  've  heard  there  is  a  very  inter- 
esting class  there,  in  which  children  are  taught 
to  put  things  back  where  they  belong." 

"  No,  no,"  Gretchen  said  wearily.  "  I  've 
heard  too  much  of  that  at  home.  I  think  they 
have  the  most  peculiar  studies  here." 

"  Of  course  they  differ  from  those  on  earth, 
though  I  believe  some  earthly  children  might 
be  benefited  by  them,"  and  Leonardo  looked 
at  her  out  of  the  corner  of  his  eye.  "  There  are 
forty-eight  clas.ses  that  you  have  n't  visited,"  he 
added. 

"  Oh,  there  's  a  building  with  a  roof!  "  cried 
Gretchen,  who  was  very  eager  to  change  the 
subject. 

This  proved  to  be  the  College  of  Magic,  and 
Leonardo  read  from  his  guide-book  that  the 
roof  was  there  to  keep  impudent  griffins  from 
seeing  in  as  they  flew  past.  They  knocked  at 
the  front  door  of  the  college,  and  it  was  opened 
by  an  old  man  fairy  in  a  long  robe  and  high- 
pointed  hat.  He  seemed  doubtful  about  letting 
them  in  ;  but  when  Gretchen  said  that  she  knew 
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the  Thirty-third  Degree  Transformer  he  became 
more  polite,  and  showed  them  into  a  reception- 
room.  She  asked  if  they  miglu  visit  some  of 
the  classes  in  magic.  The  old  man  said  he 
was  n't  sure  whether  they  could  or  not ;  but  he 
would  think  it  over,  and  as  he  always  thought 
better  when  he  was  alone,  they  would  have  to 
excuse  him;  and  he  went  away.  He  stayed  but 
a  short  time,  and  when  he  came  back  said : 

**  I  have  decided  that  you  can  go  through 
one  or  two  of  the  lower  class-rooms,  so  please 
follow  me." 

They  went  into  a  hall,  up  a  flight  of  stairs, 
then  down  another  flight  of  stairs  into  the  same 
hall  again. 

"  What  was  that  for  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  We  do  that  with  all  the  pupils  when  they 
first  come,"  said  the  old  man.  "  It  's  to  get 
their  minds  different." 

Gretchen  opened  her  mouth  to  say  something, 
when  she  happened  to  look  at  the  old  man's 
eyes,  and  saw  in  them  the  same  gleam  she  had 
noticed  in  the  eyes  of  tlie  class  in  observation, 
so  she  kept  silence. 

He  opened  a  door  and  ushered  them  into  a 
little  workshop.  Another  little  man,  not  quite 
so  large  as  the  first,  but  dressed  in  the  same 
fashion,  was  seated  on  a  small  bench,  and  in 
front  of  him  kneeled  a  younger  fairy  in  a  leather 
apron. 

"These  youngsters  are  taught  one  at  a  time," 
said  the  magician  after  they  had  been  introduced, 
"but  as  this  is  a  college,  it  sounds  better  to  speak 
of  classes,  and  though  they  are  only  apprentices, 
we  call  them  freshmen,  for  the  same  reason. 
This  one  is  learning  the  first  degree  in  magic  — 
the  transforming  of  the  smallest  objects.  I  am 
teaching  him  to  change  a  mouse  into  a  padlock." 

"Where  is  the  mouse?"  shrieked  Gretchen, 
grabbing  her  skirts  about  her  and  jumping  on 
the  bench. 

"  Oh,  it  's  only  a  fairy  mouse,"  said  the 
magician.  "Besides,  it 's  almost  changed."  And 
he  held  up  the  mouse,  which  indeed  looked 
something  like  a  padlock.  "  You  see  its  tail  is 
formed  into  the  hasp,  its  eyes  into  keyholes  on 
each  side,  and  its  paws  make  keys,  as  having 
four  of  them  is  so  convenient. 

"When  this  freshman  has  learned  about  little 
things  he  will  take  up  big  ones,  till  finally,  if 


he  's  clever  enough,  he  will  be  taught  the  thirty- 
third  degree.  The  easiest  thing  in  that  degree 
is  changing  a  white  elephant  into  a  second 
mortgage."  The  magician  held  up  the  trans- 
formed mouse,  which  was  a  padlock  with  four 
keys  hanging  to  it  by  a  string.  "  It  is  n't  so 
hard  as  it  looks,"  he  said  thoughtfully.  "  You 
only  have  to  know  how,  and  have  the  power." 

This  .seemed  very  simple  to  Gretchen  and 
Leonardo.  They  went  into  the  next  room, 
where  another  student  was  learning  to  change 
a  clothes-brush  into  a  jar  of  olives,  and  the  old 
man  said  that  was  as  far  as  he  could  take  them. 
As  they  reached  the  front  door  they  heard  a 
voice  yelHng,  "  Go  home !  Go  home,  you 
brute!"  and  the  hansom-cab  dashed  around 
the  corner,  the  grasshopper  mad  with  terror, 
and  Snip  in  close  pursuit. 

"  Come  here,  you  wicked  dog !  "  cried  Gret- 
chen, and  he  came,  and  felt  so  ashamed  that  he 
laid  his  ears  down  flat  and  wagged  his  tail. 

"  I  suppose  he  's  been  waiting  for  that  chance 
for  two  days,"  said  Leonardo. 

They  found  the  grasshopper  very  tired  and 
the  driver  very  angry.  "  He  's  been  chasing 
us  round  dis  block  ever  since  ye  went  in  de 
school !  "  cried  the  latter. 

"  It  's  funny  we  did  n't  see  you  when  we 
entered  the  college,"  said  Gretchen,  "  but  you 
were  probably  on  the  other  side  of  the  block." 

"  And  me  tires  is  all  worn  out  and  I  '11  have 
to  get  new  ones!  "  howled  the  driver. 

Gretchen  and  Leonardo  agreed  to  go  to  a 
blacksmith-shop  with  him,  and  they  all  walked, 
to  save  the  grasshopper  from  further  exertion. 
They  passed  the  watch-maker's  shoj)  on  the 
way,  and  saw  Willie  sitting  in  the  window. 
His  face  was  all  screwed  on  one  side  in  the 
effort  to  keep  a  funny  little  glass  in  his  eye, 
through  whicji  he  was  peering  at  the  works  of 
a  watch.  \Vhen  he  saw  them  he  hurried  out. 
"  How  are  you  getting  on  ?"  asked  Leonardo. 
"  Not  at  all  well.  He  only  trusts  me  with 
the  smallest  watches,  and  they  all  have  three 
dials  :  one  for  the  morning  sun,  one  for  the 
afternoon  sun,  and  one  for  the  moon.  The 
main  spring,  that  makes  the  works  spring 
round  to  these  different  (Hals,  is  very  hard  to 
adjust,"  said  Willie.  "  Besides,  I  've  broken 
three  crystals  to-day.     Oh,  it  is  n't  what  it  's 
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cracked   up    to   be 
gloomy. 

"  I  don't  see  how  you  are  going  to  have  any 
adventures  sitting  in  that  shop,"  said  Gretchen. 

"  Neither  do  I,"  said  Willie.  "  I  've  half  a 
mind  to  ask  that  magician  to  change  me  into  a 
policeman." 

The  blacksmith  was  a  very  obliging  little  fairy. 
He  went  right  to  work  at  the  tires,  the  others 
looking  on,  except  the  grasshoi)per,  who  sank 
into  a  dreamless  sleep.  When  the  tires  were 
finished,  the  grasshopper  was  awakened,  and 
they  drove  to  the  castle. 

Gretchen  found  the  court  in  the  Hall  of  State. 


"  Wait !  "  cried  Gretchen.  "  Why  don't  you 
have  the  magician  transfer  us  there  ?  " 

"  That  's  a  good  idea,"  said  the  queen. 
"  Had  the  king  slept  a  little  longer  he  proba- 
bly would  have  thought  of  that."  Then  she 
dismissed  the  court. 

Chapter  VllI, 

THE    POET    AND    THE    FEAST. 

The  first  person  Gretchen  saw  when  she 
entered  the  inn  was  the  Poet,  who  was  filling 
his  fountain-pen  at  the  landlord's  inkstand. 
He  drew  her  aside  mysteriously. 


"THE     HANSOM-CAB    DASHED    AROUND    THE     CORNER,     THE    GRASSHOPPER     MAD     WITH    TERROR,     AND     SNIP     IN    CLOSE     Pl'RSUIT 


They  had  all  talked  so  much  that  they  received 
her  silently,  all  except  the  king,  who  snored. 

'•  I  have  been  thinking,"  he  said,  as  they 
awakened  him,  •'  about  the  way  in  which  we 
will  travel  to  the  moon." 

"  We  have  all  been  thinking  about  it,  and 
twenty-six  different  methods  have  been  sug- 
gested !  "  cried  the  queen. 

♦'  And  I  've  objected  to  all  of  'em,"  the  Ob- 
jector said  cheerfully. 

"  I  have  had  them  arranged  alphabetically,  and 
my  secretary  will  now  read  them,"  said  the  king. 

The  secretary  began  in  a  monotonous  voice  : 

"  Apes.  Freight  trains. 

Balloons.  Goats. 

Camels.  Horses. 

Dogs.  Ibexes." 
Elephants. 


"  Do  you  know  that  this  country  is  being 
ruined  by  the  Objector  ?  "  he  asked  impressively. 
"  He  is  putting  all  sorts  of  notions  in  the 
people's  heads.  Our  family  is  quite  literary, 
and  yesterday  my  brother  Fred,  who  is  a  book- 
agent,  went  into  a  man's  office  to  sell  him  a  book. 
The  man  did  n't  look  up,  but  handed  this  to  bro- 
ther Fred  " ;  and  the  Poet  gave  Gretchen  a  card 
that  the  Objector  had  given  him,  which  read : 


Excuse  me,  my  friend.     I  am  very  busy 
and  do  NOT  ivish  to  buy  a  book. 


"  Now  is  n't  that  discouraging  ?  "  and  the 
Poet  walked  away  looking  very  sad. 

That  afternoon  an  invitation  came  from  the 
queen,  bidding  Gretchen  and  her  attendants  to 
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come  to  the  feast  the  next  morning.  Tlie  l)ell- 
boy  who  brought  it  ui)  said  iliat  there  was  a 
foot  blocking  the  front  entrance,  that  would  n't 
go  away  until  its  owner  had  seen  her,  and  going 
down,  she  found  Willie  filling  up  the  front  yard. 

"  The  Waiters'  Union  has  threatened  to 
strike  if  I  go  to  the  feast,"  he  said. 

"  As  you  are  invited,  I  would  advise  you  to 
go  to  the  Transformer  and  get  changed  into  a 
small  after-dinner  speaker,"  said  Gretchen,  and 
he  went  away  highly  delighted. 

The  next  morning  Gretchen,  Leonardo,  and 
Willie,  who  was  small  again,  started  for  the 
castle  in  the  hansom-cab,  Snip  running  behind. 
On  their  arrival  they  passed  through  the  candy 
Hall  of  Justice  into  a  great  apartment  which 
the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  court  were  just 
entering.  The  king  and  queen  seated  them- 
selves at  the  head  of  a  long  table,  and  the  others 
were  arranged  according  to  their  rank,  Gretchen 
and  her  friends,  who  had  n't  any  rank,  being 
shown  to  seats  near  the  foot.  A  large  number 
of  little  lambs  frisked  about,  getting  in  one 
another's  way,  and  the  feast  commenced. 

The  fairies  all  chatted  merrily,  no  one  seem- 
ing impressed  by  the  occasion  except  the  lambs. 
The  first  course  was  ice-cream.  This  seemed 
queer  to  Gretchen,  who  had  read  about  feasts 
in  the  newspapers,  though  this  was  the  first  one 
she  had  ever  attended. 

"  I  think  that  ought  to  come  last,"  she  said. 

"  You  should  n't  say  you  think ;  you  should  say 
you  accept,  meaning  that  you  accept  some  one 
else's  idea,"  said  the  Objector.  "  Of  course,  if 
you  thought  about  it  at  all,  you  would  realize  that 
it  might  as  well  come  first  as  at  any  other  time." 

'•  But  the  best  things  always  come  last,"  said 
Gretchen. 

"  Do  you  know  that  cold  contracts,  and  that  by 
eating  this  ice-cream  now  our  throats  are  made 
smaller,  so  that  we  taste  everything  more,  to  say 
nothing  of  its  taking  us  longer  to  eat  it?"  de- 
manded the  Objector.  "If  you  had  only  one  meal 
in  fifty  years  you  would  think  of  these  things." 

"  He  who  thinks,  and  really  thinks,  my  mind  doth 
help  to  Jill; 
But  he  who  only  thinks  he  thinks   had  better 
far  keep  still," 

murmured  the  Poet,  when  the  Objector  paused. 


"That  's  very  good,"  said  the  Objector. 

The  fairies  rose  to  their  feet  and  cheered. 

"  That  's  the  first  time  he  ever  said  anything 
was  good !  "  cried  the  Poet,  and  the  Objector 
seemed  much  ashamed. 

The  next  course  was  cheese,  which  was  served 
without  removing  the  ice-cream. 

"  Now  will  you  tell  me  why  this  comes 
next  ?  "  cried  Gretchen. 

"That  's  very  simple,"  said  the  king. 
"  Cheese  improves  with  age,  and  of  course  no 
one  wants  to  eat  it  now,  so  we  save  it  and  it 
becomes  more  valuable.  That  cheese  is  over 
two  hundred  years  old." 

Gretchen  looked  at  the  fairies  and  thought 
of  all  the  queer  things  she  had  seen  them  do. 
Then  she  reached  for  the  salt  and  pep])er  and 
began  sprinkling  her  ice-cream  with  them.  She 
then  broke  up  a  piece  of  cheese,  threw  the  bits 
into  the  ice-cream,  and  calmly  stirred  the  dish 
with  her  spoon. 

"  Why  are  you  doing  that  ?  "  cried  the  Ob- 
jector, stretching  his  neck  nearly  across  the 
table. 

"  I  have  no  reason,"  she  said. 

"  Then  it  is  useless." 

Gretchen  looked  at  him  deliberately.  "  No," 
she  said  ;  "  it  is  for  relief.  Since  I  have  been 
here  I  have  heard  reasons  for  every  foolish 
thing  that  was  done ;  now  I  am  doing  a  foolish 
thing  without  any  reason,  just  for  a  change." 

For  half  a  minute  every  eye  was  riveted  on 
the  ice-cream.     The  suspense  was  terrible. 

"  Well,  anyway,"  said  the  queen,  "  as  re- 
gards this  journey  to  the  moon  — " 

A  long  discussion  followed.  The  king  had 
delayed  the  trip  until  after  the  feast,  as  he  would 
have  more  authority  then ;  men's  rights  would 
prevail,  and  everything  would  be  more  busi- 
nesslike. 

Gretchen  told  them  about  Willie's  phosphorus 
paint;  they  thought  that  would  look  better  on 
the  moon  than  gilt,  and  the  king  sent  word  to 
have  the  Transformer  prepare  a  supply  of  it. 

"  1  believe  I  will  go,"  .said  the  queen.  "  I 
think  it  would  be  great  fun." 

"  Why  don't  you  take  the  entire  court  ? " 
asked  the  Objector,  sarcastically. 

"That  's  certainly  a  good  idea,"  said  the 
queen,  earnestly.     "  Would  you  like  to  go  ?  " 


330                                     THROUGH    FAIRYLAND    IN    A    IIANSOM-CAB.  [Fkb. 

"  We  should  !  "  cried  the  court.  Memories  of  ivastrd  i/ii/tf/iood,  7i<hich  to  cranki- 

The  Objector  drew  his  lips  into  a  straight  '"^-^J  have  led, 

line  and  looked  down  at  his  plate  ;  he  would  Memories  of  the  days  he  practised,  'cause  he  'was 

have  preferred  to  stay  at  home  and  object  to  ^"  taleiit-ed." 
things. 

The  feast  went  on  in  a  peculiar  way,  and  the  "  I  think  I  have  discovered  the  trouble  with 

only  question   Gretchen  ventured  to  ask   was  your  verses,  Mike,"  said  the   Objector,  smiling 

about    a   funny  little   round    roast,  which    the  at  him  sweetly.     "  They  come   under   a  poor 

Objector  told  her  was  hedgehog  ^  la  Rugby,  rule." 

The  last  course  was  oysters  on  the  sixteenth-  "Explain  yourself,"  said  the  Poet,  who  hated 

shell,  and  when  that  was  over  the  Poet  jumped  to  be  called  Mike. 

to  his  feet.  "  You  know,  of  course,  that  anything  that  's 

"I  will  now  read  you  my  latest,"  he  said,  good   seems  short;   a  good  song   or  story  or 

"  which  are  lines  on  a  little  boy."  game,  for  instance.     It 's  a  poor  rule  that  won't 

"  Where  is  he  ?  "  asked  the  Objector.  work  both  ways,  so  anything  that  's  short  ought 

"  Who  ?  "  to  seem  good.     Well  —  most  of  your  poems  are 

"The  little  boy.      You  .said  the  hnes  were  short." 

on  him."  The  Poet  looked  at  him  dubiously.     "  I  'm 

"  Oh,  how    that    ruins    one's   inspiration  !  "  sure  he  means  something  disagreeable,"  he  said 

wailed  the  Poet.  to  Gretchen. 

"  Go  ahead,"  said  the  king,  and  the  Poet  re-  "  When  shall  we  start  for  the  moon  ?  "  asked 

cited  these  verses :  Gretchen,  eager  to  change  the  subject. 

"  To-morrow,"  the  king  replied. 

'^  THE  DISADVANTAGE  OF   TALENT.  "But  if  the  entire  court  is  going  I  should 

think  you  'd  send  them  word, —  telephone  or 

"'Little   Willie,  luckless   urchin,  could   not  slide  something, —  so  that  they  will  be  prepared." 

upon  his  sled,  u  D„n't  mention  electricity  here  ! "  cried  the 

But  stayed  in  the  house  and  practised,  \ause  he  q^gg^.       "It    's    the    most    deadly  enemy    we 

7vas  so  talcnt-edj  have" 

Could  not  amble  on  the  sidewalk  with  his  com-  ,,  t>   ^    ,          ,     ,,t-ii-  ,      ^  i     i                ,,  i 

.,,.,,  "  But  there    s  Wilhe  s    telephone  —     began 

rades,  hand  iti  hand —  r^        u                                             i                          o 

Must  do  tnany  exercises   on    the   ancient  baby 

^rand.  "What!"  shrieked    the   queen.     "Has   any 

Little  Willie,  luckless  urchin,  often  wished  that  one  dared  bring  a  telephone  to  this  court  ?  " 

he  were  dead—  Willie  was  at  once  seized,  and  there,  hang- 

Must  stay  in  the  house  and  practise,  'cause  he  ing  to  the  little  hump  of  his  dress-coat,  was  a 

was  so  talent-ed.  tiny  receiver,  so  small  that  one  could  n't  see  the 

hole  in  it. 

"  The  meter  changes  here,"  said  the  Poet.  "  There  's  no  electricity  about  it,"  he  said. 

"  Any  change  will  be  welcome,"  murmured  "  It  works  with   a  string,  like  the  one  in  my 

the  Objector.  cave." 

"  Then  it  won't  change  !  "    cried   the   Poet,  "  Who  is  that  ?  "  asked  the  king. 

spitefully.  "  That  's  the  giant,"  said  Gretchen. 

"  What !  "  cried  the  king.     "  You  get  yourself 

-  Wilhelm's  now  a  great  pianist,with  much  long  ^,^.^^      j   ^^^^        ^^j^^   ^^   ^^^^   ^^             can,"  he 

and  ra^sred  hair;  ,  ,    ,               , 

u                I     J-  J.    -u-            J       .      .       1-,  added  severely. 

Has  an   ugly  disposition,  and  a   temper  like  a  ,          "^        ^        ,.                   ,                 „      -j 

fjg^^  "  But  he  s  an  after-dmner  speaker  now,   said 

Folks  talk  of  artistic  feeling,  say  it  comes  from  Gretchen. 

temperament,  "Speech!      Speech !"  cried  the  fairies. 

But  I  think  it 's  old  resentment  that  at  last  has  Willie  rose  and  looked  about  him  nervously. 

found  a  vent—  <■•  Your   Majesties  —  er  —  er  —  ladies  and  gen- 
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tlemen,  and  —  cr — others,"  and  he  waved  his 
hand  compreliensively.  "  This  expectedly 
unentired  —  er  —  er — I  mean  entirely  unex- 
pected call  finds  me  praredfully  unpretot  —  er 

—  I  should  say  totally  unpre|)ared.  I  am  re- 
minded of — er — little  incident  —  er  —  er  — 
about — uh — a  shoe-liorn  and  a  bottle  of  ink.  In 
my  —  uh — native    village — er — er — there  was 

—  uh  —  uh  —  an  old  —  uh  —  er  —  shoemaker 
wht)  —  er  —  was  a  —  er  —  uh  —  a  —  er  —  great 
character  — " 

Willie  held  his  watch-chain  tightly  in  one 
hand,  and  wrung  the  tail  of  his  coat  with  the 
other.  The  Objector,  who  had  been  squirm- 
ing nervously  on  his  chair,  now  arose. 


barren-looking  country.  Near  by  she  saw  the 
king,  the  ([ueen,  the  army,  and  all  the  members 
of  the  court  engaged  in  a  discussion,  with  Willie, 
IvConardo,  and  Snip  looking  on.  She  ran  to 
them  as  fast  as  she  could. 

"  What  ever  am  I  doing  here  ?  "  she  cried. 

"  This  is  the  moon  country,  and  you  were 
transferred  here  during  the  night,"  said  the 
king. 

"  Then  I  have  n't  been  in  bed  at  all,"  she 
said,  yawning.  "  Dear  me !  I  wish  you  would 
let  me  know  when  you  are  going  to  do  these 
things,"  she  added  petulantly. 

The  Objector  pointed  out  a  round,  shabby- 
looking  object,  saying  that  it  was  the  moon. 


I    A.M     REMINDED     OF —  ER — LITTLE     INCIDENT  —   ER  —  ER — ABOUT — I'H  —  A     SHOE-MORN     AND     A     ROTTI.E    OE     INK. 


"  I  think  there  must  be  some  mistake,  your 
Majesty,"  he  said,  "  as,  judging  by  the  time  this 
gentleman  will  require,  he  is  evidently  an  after- 
breakfast  speaker."  And  Willie  sat  down  in 
confusion. 

The  king  and  queen  departed,  followed  by 
the  members  of  the  court,  with  the  exception  of 
the  Objector. 

"  Oh,  dear  I  "  cried  Gretchen.  •'  I  have  for- 
gotten Snip,  and  am  afraid  he  has  n't  had  any 
dinner." 

"  I  will  help  you  find  him,"  said  the  Objector, 
and  they  looked  through  the  difterent  rooms, 
finally  coming  to  the  Hall  of  Justice.  There 
they  found  Snip  furiously  licking  the  walls. 

Chapter  IX. 

THE    VISIT    TO    THE    MOON. 

When  Gretchen  awoke  the  next  day  she  was 
surprised  to  find  herself  sitting  on  a  rock  in  a 


"  Your  work  begins  now,"  said  the  king,  turn- 
ing to  Gretchen.  "  Here,  you  !  "  he  called  to 
Willie,  who  was  a  giant  again.  "  Where  's  that 
phosphorus  paint  ?  " 

Willie  soon  appeared  with  a  barrel  of  paint, 
some  soldiers  brought  brushes  and  buckets,  and 
all  became  very  busy.  The  king  was  in  his 
element.  With  his  coat  off  and  his  crown  on 
the  back  of  his  head,  he  ordered  the  others 
about,  and  soon  had  them  building  a  scaffolding. 

Gretchen  thought  it  time  for  her  to  com- 
mence painting ;  but  the  king  waved  her 
away. 

"  We  '11  have  the  giant  paint  the  top!  "  cried 
the  king.  '•  \'ou  won't  need  that  scaffolding. 
Walk  on  it !  " 

Willie  walked  on  the  scaffolding,  which  at 
once  collapsed,  and  began  painting  the  upper 
part  of  the  moon  with  an  enormous  brush,  spat- 
tering jjaint  right  and  left. 

"  Umbrellas!  "  cried  the  female  fairies. 
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"  Go  slowly  !  "  yelled  the  king.  "  Do  you 
think  you  're  a  rain-maker  ?  " 

"  His  faculty  for  doing  wrong  is  nothing  less 
than  a  talent,"  said  the  Transformer. 

"  When  he  went  to  you  the  other  day,  why 
did  n't  you  change  him  into  a  good  after-dinner 
speaker  ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 

"  He  did  n't  say  anything  about  that,  and  I 
supposed  he  wanted  to  be  the  usual  thing." 

"  I  missed  you  at  the  feast,"  she  said. 

"  I  stayed  at  home,  and  had  a  terrible  time. 
Did  you  notice  that  stupid-looking  boy  in  my 
office  ?  I  sent  him  out  to  an  intelligence  office 
to  hire  a  chef  for  the  occasion.  In  his  igno- 
rance he  brought  a  chief,  and  we  had  nothing 
but  Indian  meal  and  jerked  venison.  It  was  an 
Indian  chief";  and  the  Transformer  glared  at 
her  dyspeptically. 

The  Objector  drew  Gretchen  aside.  "  Do 
you  know,"  he  said,  "  1  'm  beginning  to  have  an 
idea  that  the  people  in  this  kingdom  don't  like 
me.     After  all  I  've  done  for  them,  too!  " 

Gretchen  looked  at  him  thoughtfully  for  a 
long  time. 

"  I  would  n't  like  to  criticize  one  so  much 


"they  found  snip  licking  the   walls. 

older  than  myself,"  she  said ;  "  but  my  father 
says  our  village  is  full  of  twin  brothers,  and 
perhaps  you  're  like  one  of  them." 

"  Name  them,"  he  said. 

"  The  first  is  called  The  Sneer-at-Every- 
thing-That's-Close  Brother." 

"That  's  enough  !  That  fits  me !  "  cried  the 
Objector.  After  a  minute  of  silence  he  asked 
softly,  "  What  's  the  other  ?  " 

"  The  Praise-Everything-That's-Far-Away 
Brother,"  was  Gretchen's  answer. 


"  No ;  the  first  covers  my  case  " ;  and  he  went 
away  to  think. 

When  Gretchen  asked  if  it  was  n't  time  for 
her  to  commence  her  part  of  the  painting,  the 
king  said  she  had  better  wait.  The  Objector 
was  still  lost  in  thought. 

"  I  hope  I  have  n't  offended  you,"  said 
Gretchen,   after   waiting   a    few   moments. 

"  No,  indeed,"  he  said.  "  I  've  been  think- 
ing that  I  will  change  my  official  position.  I 
am  going  to  ask  the  king  to  let  me  paint  the 
moon  a  little,  if  you  don't  mind ;  but  I  '11  wait 
till  the  others  go  away,  as  I  'm  rather  sensitive 
about  painting  before  people.  You  don't  mind, 
do  you  ?  " 

"  Not  at  all ;  but  I  can't  see  where  my  work  is 
likely  to  begin  "  ;  and  she  went  to  the  king.  "  I 
have  n't  done  anything  at  all,"  she  said. 

"  The  credit  is  yours,  as  had  it  not  been  for 
you  the  moon  would  have  gone  unpainted ;  but 
if  your  conscience  troubles  you,  you  can  daub 
that  little  corner  that  Willie  has  left,"  said  the 
king. 

So  Gretchen  took  the  enormous  brush  and 
covered  a  little  spot  on  the  moon  with  paint. 
The  fairies  clapped  their  hands,  and  every  one 
felt  very  jolly. 

As  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done,  the 
king  told  the  magician  to  transfer  them  to  the 
castle ;  and  the  next  thing  Gretchen  knew,  she 
was  sitting  at  a  long  table  in  one  of  the  rooms 
of  state,  with  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  court  around  her. 

"You  have  now  fulfilled  the  first  part  of  your 
work,"  said  the  king,  "  and  the  final  task  will 
be  imposed  by  the  Objector ;  but  as  he  stopped 
to  put  some  finishing  touches  on  the  moon,  we 
shall  have  to  wait  a  few  minutes.  If  you  succeed, 
how  many  jewels  do  you  wish  ?  " 

"  I  would  like  about  an  ounce  and  a  half," 
said  Gretchen. 

"  You  will  be  wise  to  take  no  more,"  the  king 
remarked.  "  A  modest  fortune  is  best,  as  great 
wealth  is  a  burden." 

"  Pardon  me,  your  Majesty,  but  that 's  an  old 
idea,"  said  the  Transformer. 

"  It  's   true,   if  it  is   old !  "    cried    the  king, 
hotly.     "  Are  n't   the   very  wealthy  men   you 
know  unhappy  ?  "  he  demanded  of  Gretchen. 
"  I  can't  say  that  they  are  —  " 
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"  I  told  you  so  !  "  cried  llic   1  ran^tbnncr,  be-     '*  What  is  the  one  tiling  in  the  world  that  people 
fore  she  could  atkl  that  she  did  n't  know  any.        could  not  live  without?"  he  said. 


111.L11-;     I'LTS    THE     PAINT     ON 


The  king  seemed  rather  mortified,  and  they 
waited  awhile  in  silence. 

"  Where  is  the  chorus  ?  "  whispered  Gretclien 
to  the  Poet.  "  I  have  n't  seen  them  for  a  long 
time." 

"  Hush  !  "  he  replied.  "  They  are  in  disgrace 
—  they  all  laughed  at  one  of  the  queen's  pathetic 
stories." 

The  Objector  suddenly  appeared,  looking 
rather  self-conscious. 

"  Your  final  task  is  this,"  said  the  king.  "  The 
Objector  will  ask  you  one  question,  which  you 
must  answer,  and  in  the  answer  the  diflficulty 
lies ;  for  it  need  not  l)e  the  correct  one,  but  it 
must  be  the  one  that  he  thinks  is  correct." 

"  I  'II  fail !  "  cried  Gretchen,  miserably. 

The  Objector  rose. 

"  I  have  taken  a  great  fancy  to  this  little 
girl,"  he  said,  "  and  will  ask  her  an  easy  ques- 
tion to  which  there  is  but  one  answer."  He 
leaned  over  the  table  and  looked  kindly  at  her. 


Gretchen  felt  the  ground  giving  way  from 
under  her.  "  Oh,  dear!  "  she  wailed,  "  I  wish 
he  had  asked  me  a  hard  one."  She  rose  dizzily 
to  her  feet,  grasped  the  back  of  her  chair  with 
one  hand,  and  placing  the  other  over  her  heart, 
unconsciously  pressed  the  card  the  Transformer 
had  given  her  on  the  train. 

"  Hope ! "  she  cried. 

"  Right ! "  said  the  Objector. 

"  Hurrah  !  "  yelled  the  crowd. 

On  their  way  back  to  the  hotel  Gretchen 
stopped  at  the  treasury,  as  the  king  had  given 
her  an  order  for  the  jewels.  Leonardo  said  that 
it  did  n't  open  till  three  o'clock,  so  people 
would  n't  have  too  much  time  to  draw  out 
their  money.  They  found  quite  a  crowd  of 
fairies  waiting  at  the  front  door.  This  door 
was  made  of  iron,  and  had  a  combination  lock 
like  a  safe.  An  old  fairy  was  turning  the  knob 
of  the  lock.     He  would  twist  it  round  a  few 
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times,then  run  his  fingers  through  his  hair  and  say 
"  Pshaw !  "  Then  he  would  twist  it  a  few  more 
times,  then  stop  and  look  through  all  liis  pockets. 

"  What  is  the  matter  ?  "  Leonardo  asked  one 
of  the  fairies. 

"  That  's  the  treasurer,  and  he  's  forgotten 
the  combination  of  the  lock.  He  forgets  it 
every  day." 

"  I  should  think  he  would  write  it  down." 


I'HK    TREASURER,    AND    HE    'S     FORGOTTEN     THE 
COMBINATION     OF    THE    LOCK.'" 


"  He  does  —  writes  it  on  a  card;  but  he  always 
loses  the  card." 

"  How  long  has  he  been  treasurer  ?  "  asked 
Gretchen. 
"  This  week." 

"  I  'm  glad  I  did  n't  get  here  next  week,"  she 
said.     "  There  '11  be  nothing  left." 

The  treasurer  found  the  card  and  opened  the 
door.  Gretchen  followed  the  crowd  in,  and 
presented  her  order. 

"  Would  you  like  them  plain  or  mixed  ?  "  he 
asked.     ' 

"  She  would  like  plain,  four-carat,  first-water 
diamonds,"  said  Leonardo,  who  was  far  from 
dull;  and  it  was  owing  to  his  shrewdness  that 
Gretchen  secured  a  fortune,  for  she  was  about 
to  say  "  Mixed." 

That  evening  there  was  to  be  a  festival  in  the 
palace  grounds,  to  celebrate  the  decoration  of 
the  moon,  and  the  king  said  he  would  make 
the  occasion  memorable  by  forbidding  the  Poet 
to  recite  any  of  his  verses. 

The  grounds  were  dark  when  Gretchen, 
Leonardo,  and  Snip  arrived,  and  they  found 
the  fairies  gathered  in  a  grove. 

"  We  are  waiting  for  the  light  from  the 
moon,  as  it  will  be  full  to-night,"  said  the 
king.  "  This  is  a  great  event  in  history,  being 
probably  the  only  occasion  on  which  a  new 
moon  is  a  full  moon.  You  are  going  home 
to-morrow,  I  suppose.  We  have  a  pleasant 
surprise  for  you.  The  queen,  myself,  and  the 
entire  court  are  to  escort  you  to  the  end 
of  the  railroad.  We  need  a  change  of 
air,  I  especially.  My  health  is  very  im- 
portant. It  is  terrible  to  think  that  if 
anything  happened  to  me  there  would 
be  no  one  in  the  kingdom  who  could  fill 
my  place,"  he  added  modestly. 

"  Have  you  heard  about  the  Trans- 
former ?  "  asked  the  Poet.  "  He  got  the 
bicycle  craze,  and  changed  a  bird-cage 
into  a  bicycle.  Though  he  's  only  an 
old  beginner,  he  started  to  ride  home 
from  the  moon  to-day,  after  we  had  left. 
Well,  he  had  n't  gone  far  before  he 
was  captured  by  a  band  of  robbers,  and 
they  refused  to  release  him  until  he  had 
changed  every  one  of  them  into  a  giant 
as  big  as  Willie." 
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"  What !  "  shrieked  the  king,  his 
hair  rising  from  liis  head  and  hfting 
his  crown  with  it. 

"  But  he  got  even  with  them," 
said  the  Poet.  "  He  scorched  home 
and  changed  them  all  into  school- 
boys only  a  foot  high." 

"  Good  !  "  cried  the  king. 

All  attention  was  turned  to  the 
moon,  which  rose  slowly,  looking  very  bright 
in  its  new  coat  of  paint.  But  as  it  rose 
higher  they  saw  some  black  marks  on  it. 

"  What  are  those  ?  "  cried  the  king.  "  Get 
a  telescope." 

A  telescope  was  brought,  and  the  king  took 
a  long  look  and  seemed  speechless.  Gretchen 
was  overcome  with  curiosity.  She  grasped 
the  telescope,  and  she  saw  printed  in  black 
letters  on  the  moon  : 

AFTER   TO-NIGHT   THE    OBJECTOR 

WISHES   TO    BE    KNOWN    AS 

THE    PROMOTER    OF    CHEERFULNESS. 

Chapter    X. 

GRETCHEN    LEAVES    FAIRYLAND. 

The  next  day  was  Gretchen's  last 
in  fairyland.  In  the  morning  she  went 
with  Willie  to  call  on  the  Transformer. 
They  found  him  cleaning  his  bicycle. 

"  Do  you  know  what  a  cyclometer 
is  ?  "  he  asked. 

"Yes,"  said  Gretchen, "and 
I  will  send  you  a  gold  one. 
Had  it  not  been  for  your 
card  I  should  have  failed." 

"  What  question  did  they 
ask  you  ?  " 

Gretchen  told  him. 

"  That  is  n't  a  hard  one. 
How  do  you  lower  this 
handle-bar  ?  " 

Gretchen  showed  him. 

"  Willie  can't  get  through 
the  tunnel." 

"  Of  course  not :  he  will 
have  to  be  reduced  again." 

"  I  'm  getting  dizzy  from 
being  changed  so  much. 
You  '11  fix  me  up  again  when 


we  get  outside,  though,  won't  you  ?  " 
said  tile  giant,  anxiously. 

The  magician  said  that  he  had 
to  stay  at  home  that  day,  but  he 
would  remember  to  restore  Willie 
in  the  afternoon,  and  promptly  re- 
duced him  to  a  little  watch-maker. 

"  Wiiere  is  the  Discontented  Doz- 
en ?  "  asked  Gretchen. 
"  Changed  'em   into    school-teachers    and 
sent  'em  to  the  robbers." 

Gretchen  thanked  the  Transformer,  said 
good-by,  and  went  to  the  castle.  There  she 
found  the  king,  the  queen,  and  the  members 
of  the  court  assembled  in  the  garden. 

"  Any  cjuestions  to-day  ?  "  asked  the  king. 
"  Why  is  it   that   you   can  afford  to  give 
me  so  many  jewels,  when  the  army  is  behind 
:n  its  pay  ?  "  she  said. 

"  They  like  to  be  behind.  They  can  sign 
orders  on  the  treasurer,  and  it  's  just  like 
writing  money.  You  won't  mind  if  I  ask 
you   a  question  ?  " 

"  Not  at  all,"  Gretchen  said  politely. 
"  What  do  you  think  our  principal  faults 
are  ?  "  asked  the  king. 

In  the  first  place,"  said  Ciretchen,  '•  I 

think    you    are    too    positive.     If    I 

should  inquire,  '  What  had   I   better 

eat?'     you     would     probably    re])l\-, 

'  There  is  only  one  answer  to  that  — 

apple-tarts.'    It  does  n't  seem  to  occur 

to   you  that  nearly  always 

there  can  be  several  answers 

to  the  same  question." 

"  That  's  a  good  point," 
said  the  king.  "  What  's 
next  ?  " 

"  You    think    too   much. 
You  are  like  a  ship  with  a 
rudder    twice    as 
large  as  itself" 

"  I  have  some 
verses  about  that 
very  subject  ! " 
cried  the  Poet, 
extracting  them 
from  his  pocket, 
and  he  read  the 
following : 


THE     KING     READS    THE     LETTERS    ON     THE     MOON. 
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THE    CRUEL  FATE    OF   TOMMY 
FINK. 


"  How  is  the  Objector  getting  along  in  his 
new  office  ?  "  she  asked. 

"  He  's  sick  abed,"  said  the  king.     "  A  nurse 
T/terg  7uas  a  little  gentleman  7vhose  name  was     -g  ^^.j^^^  j^jj^  now." 

"  Dear  me !  "  said  Gretchen.     "  I  must  go  to 

see  him ! "     And  arranging  to  meet  the  royal 

,.r,"""^,-  7  ■       1     , 1    ij    1  1    I,  ti      party  at  the  railway  station,  she  started  for  the 

When  ridtn^  on  his  tvheel  he'd  always  look  the     i       •'  ^  ' 

,.  Objector's  house. 

other  way,  ■* 

And  on  account  of  this  there  V/  be  large  dam- 
ages to  pay. 

A  ladder  fell  upon  his  head, 
He  was  run  over  by  a  sled, 


Tommy  Fink 
IVho  was  in  trouble  usually,  because  he  would  n't 
think. 


A  roof  on  which  he  jumped  gave  way, 
And  other  troubles  came,  they  say, 
Because  he  would  n't  think. 

"  His  teacher  said  to  him  one  day:   '■Now,  look 
you.  Tommy  Fink; 
Some  day  you  7/  die  a  sudden  death  unless  you 

stop  to  think. 
When  you  are  playing  on  the  street,  why  don't 

you  use  your  eyes  ? 
When  you  're  about  to  do  a  thing,  consider  if  it  's 
wise. 

You  'II find  the  exercise  of  brain 
Will  save  you  from  much  needless  pain; 
So  let  your  better  Judgment  prove 
The  wisdom  of  each  future  move, 
And  always  stop  to  think.' 

"■  Once,  strolling  by  the  riverside,  this  little  Tommy 
Fink 
Discovered  there  a  fallen  tree  that  stretched  from 

brink  to  brink. 
At  first  he  thought  he  'd  cross  the  stream  by  walk- 
ing on  this  tree. 
But  second  thoughts   convinced  him    that   the 
bridge  would  safer  be. 

The  while  he  exercised  his  mind 
A  fierce  old  bull  rushed  up  behind. 
And  tossed  poor  Totntny  from  the  grouyid 
Into  the  flood.     He  almost  drowned 
Because  he  stopped  to  think  /  " 

"  That  was  simply  a  case  of  hard  luck,"  said 
the  king. 

"  You  see,"  said  Gretchen,  "  you  should  n't 
think  too  much  or  too  little,  but  just  the  right 
amount  at  the  right  time." 

She  had  heard  her  father  say  this,  and  he  had 
used  his  brain  to  such  advantage  that  he  was 
a  very  successful  wood -chopper. 


The  nurse  met  her  at  the  door,  said  her 
patient  had  arisen,  and 
showed  Gretchen  into 
the  library,  where  she 
found  the  Objector,  clad 
in  a  dressing-gown,  sit- 
ting in  an  easy-chair. 
"  Who  sent  that  nurse 


"'l   don't  think   I  CARE   MICH  FOR   THIS  NEW  OFFICE,'  HE   SAID." 

here  ?  "  he  demanded  fiercely.  "  I  only  got 
out  of  bed  so  that  she  would  take  the  hint 
and  go." 

"  What  is  the  matter  with  you  ?  "  asked 
Gretchen. 

"  Palpitation  of  the  heart,"  he  answered.  "  It 
came  on  in  this  way.  This  morning,  when  I 
started  out,  I  thought  I  would  begin  practising 
my  new  office.  The  first  person  I  called  on 
was  an  old  friend  of  mine,  a  dentist  who  has  a 
very  bad  disposition.  '  Here,'  said  I,  '  you 
want  to  be  more  cheerful.' 

" '  No,  I  don't,'  said  he.  '  I  ought  to  be, 
but  I  don't  want  to  be.' 

"  I  insisted,  and  he  got  angry,  and  the  more 
I  insisted  the  angrier  he  got,  till  finally  he  turned 
a  stream  of  laughing-gas  on  me  and  gave  me 
an  attack   of  palpitation   of  the  heart."     The 
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Objector  looked  gloomily  at  one  of  liis  tarpct  ( '■ictcluii  was  sitting  next  to  the  I'oct.  '•How- 
slippers.  "I  don't  think  1  caiv  nnuh  tor  this  is  your  brother  Fred  gelling  along?"  she  asked, 
new  ottice."  he  said.  "  Not  at  all   well,"  he  replied.     ''  Yesterday 

(ireli  hen  had  a  long  talk  with  him.  and  when  he  wciil  into  a  shoe-shop  near  our  house,  that 
she  went  away,  taking  the  nurse  with  her,  he  is  kept  l)y  a  friend  of  the  t)bjeeior,  and  asked 
was  in  a  more  cheerful  mood.  if  they  had  any  low  men's  shoes,  and  the  shoe- 
She  wished  to  exchange  one  of  her  (hanionds  maker  nearly  killed  brother  l-'red  for  insinuating 
for  money  in  order  to  pay  her  bills,  an.d  Leo-  that  he  ke])t  such  things." 
n:udo  suggested  that  she  go  to  a  pawnbroker.  "  Mow  unfortunate!      Yours  must   be  a  very 

"This    is    a    tirst-water    diamond,"   said   the  interesting  family,  though  —  all  so  literary." 

pawnbroker,   when   she   otiered   him   one.     "I  "1   don't   know  about  that.      My  father  was 

can't  take  it."  an  author,  but  he  was  a  most  disagreeable  man 

"  Why  not  ?  "   Gretchen  asked.  about   tjie  house.      He  lived  when  eating  was 

"  My  customers  always   look    for   llau  s   and  in  fashion  in  fairyland,  and  he  never  really  for- 

tints  in  them,  and  they  would  be  disappointed  gave  my  mother  for  not   liking   the   insides  of 

if  they  did  n't  tind  any."  breakfast-rolls  —  he  liked  the  crusts." 

"  Diamonds  are  rarer  on  earth  than  they  are  Presently  the  conductor  came   through   the 

here,"  said  Leonardo.     '"Why  don't  you  let  the  car. 

captain   of  the    guard    pay  your   bills,  as   he  "Have  you  had  any  tickets  lately?"  (iretchen 

offered  to  do,  e.vchange  your  jewels  on  earth,  asked, 

and  i)ay  him  back  there?"  ''Yes  —  one,  it  was  a  half-rate,  though." 

Leonardo,  as  I  said  before,  was  very  shrewd.  At  this  moment  the  sounds  of  an  angry  dis- 

and  wouKl  have  been  a  millionaire  had  he  lived  cussion  fell  on  their  ears.      Willie  and  the  Pro- 

anywhere  but  in  a  cave  with  a  lot  of  gnomes,  moter  were  havmg  an  argument  as  to  w  hether 

As  it  was,  he  owned  the  cave.  enormous  giants  or  small  fciiries  had  the  better 

••  I  w  ill  let  him  pay  the  bills,"  said  Gretchen,  dispositions,  and  had  almost  come  to  blows, 

"but  1  will  give  him  one  of  these  four-carat  "Oh,  if  I  was  a  giant  again  I  'd  show  you!" 

diamonds    in    return.       That    will    be    a    nice  said  Willie,  doubling  up  his  little  fist.     As  if  in 

present."  answer  to  his  wish,  he  suddenly  began  to  grow. 

"That  's  a  good  plan,"  said  Leonardo,  "  but  "  What  's  the  matter?  "  cried  the  king. 

it  is  n't  business."  "  I  'm   growing  up   again,"  said  Willie,  in   a 

They  drove  to  the  hotel,  and  when  Gretchen  half-changed  voice, 

said  good-by  to  the  landlord  she  managed  to  "Stop  the  train!     Get  off  (piickly!"   veiled 

slip  the  pearl  check  into  his  pocket  without  his  the  king ;  and   he  was   none  too  soon,   for  as 

knowing  it.     They  said  farewell   to   the   little  Willie  went  out  of  the  car  he  had  to  hold  his 

lambs,  who  breathed  a  loud  sigh  of  relief  as  head    down    to    keep    it    from    bumping    the 

Snip  disappeared.  ceiling. 

M  the  station  they  found  the  royal  party  and  Fortunately  the\'  were  in  a   high  ])art  of  the 

many  others  waiting  to  say  good-by.     Among  tunnel,  that  had  a  shaft  to  let  in  light,  and  the 

them  was  the  fre.shman  in  magic,  who  was  now  king  yelled  to  Willie  to  stand  under  this,  which 

able  to  change  a  folding-bed  into  a  bale  of  hay.  he  did,  and  instantly  shot  up  so  high  that   his 

Thechoruswas  there  too,  and  yelled  "  Hurrah  !''  body   filled   the  shaft,   while  his  legs  and   feet 

because  someone  had  told  them  to.     (iretchen  blocked  the  tunnel. 

almost  cried  when  she  said  good-by  to  the  cab-  '•  I  never  saw  such  a  fellow  as  that !  "  said  the 

driver  and  the  grasshopper.    They  were  to  have  king,  disgustedly.     "  He  is  always  getting  small 

a  special  train,  so  it  was  not  necessary  to  change  when   he  ought   to  be  big,  and   big  when   he 

Snip  into  a  .satchel  again.  ought  to  be  small.     Who  is  that  running  down 

"Give  this  train  an  ea.sy  push,"  said  the  king,  the    tunnel?     Why,    I    believe    that    it   's    the 

"as  I  wish  to  have  an  opportunity  to  see  the  Promoter!     Come  back;   he  won't   hurt  you. 

scenery  "  ;  and  away  they  went.  Willie  's  jammed  in  so  tight  he  can't  move." 

Vol.  XXIX.— 43-41. 
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"  I  suppose  the  Transformer's  watch  must  be 
fast,"  said  Ciretchen. 

"  I  fixed  it,"  groaned  Wilhe. 

"  What  shall  we  do  ?  "  asked  the  queen. 

"  Let  us  go  back  to  the  mines  and  get  some 
dynamite,"  said  the  king. 

"That  will  never  do!"  cried  Gretchen. 

"  Then  we  will  bring  some  miners  with  picks, 
and  they  can  pick  him  out,"  said  the  king. 

So  they  walked  back  to  a  jolace  where  a  num- 
ber of  houses  were  clustered  around  another 
shaft,  which  was  very  dark. 

"This  is  a  diamond-mine,"  said  the  king. 
"  The  reason  diamonds  are  so  hard  to  get  on 
earth  is  that  they  dig  down  for  them  :  but  here 
we  dig  up,  which  is  much  easier.  I  don't  think 
we  ought  to  take  you  in,"  he  added. 

"  The  idea !  "  Gretchen  answered  indignantly. 
"  I  would  n't  go  into  your  old  mine  now  if  you 
asked  me  to." 

They  did  n't  ask  her,  so  she  waited,  and  the 
king  soon  returned  with  a  number  of  rough- 
looking  fairies  who  carried  pickaxes. 

These  fi.iiries  climbed  up  on  \^'illie,  clinging 
to  his  pockets  and  buttons,  knocked  off  pieces 
of  the  rock  with  their  picks,  and  soon  made  a 
hole  through  which  he  could  get  his  arms. 
Resting  his  elbows  on  the  upper  earth,  A\'illie 
wriggled  through  the  shaft,  and  the  ground 
trembled  as  he  hurried  dow^n  the  surface  of  the 
mountain. 

"  1  'm  glad  he  's  gone,"  said  the  king.  "  He 
is  a  nice  fellow,  but  too  changeable." 

The  debris  w'as  cleared  from  the  track.  They 
entered  the  train,  and  soon  arrived  at  the  outer 
end  of  the  tunnel. 

Gretchen  felt  very  glad  when  she  saw  the 
light  of  an  all-day  sun,  and  the  fairies  gazed  with 
awe  at  the  beautiful  valley,  which  some  of  them 
had  not  seen  for  hundreds  of  years.  One  mem- 
ber of  the  party  rushed  rapturously  among  the 
trees,  bushes,  and  rocks,  his  body  quivering  with 
ecstasy  as  he  sniffed  at  each  object ;  this  was 
Snip. 

"  What  is  that  which   passes  the  village  so 


quickly  ?  "  asked  the  king.  It  was  a  car  cov- 
ered with  flags  and  loaded  with  cheering  people. 

"  There  's  no  engine ! "  cried  Gretchen. 
"  They  must  be  celebrating  the  opening  of  the 
electric  railway,  and  that  's  the  first  car  over 
the  line." 

"  Electricity  !  "  shrieked  the  fairies,  wildly. 

"  There  's  the  Modern  Spirit  in  front !  "  cried 
the  ([ueen.  "  Run  !  Run  for  your  lives  !  " 
They  all  rushed  into  the  cave. 

Gretchen  watched  them  until  the  last  fairy 
disappeared. 

Then  she  turned  and,  with  Snip  capering  in 
front,  slowly  descended  the  mountain. 


OIR   QUEER   LANGUAGE. 


V)\     ISDWIN     L.    SaI'.IN. 


Whkn  the   l'",nj;Iish   tongue   \vc  speak 

Why  is  "break"  not  rhymed  witli  "freak"? 

Will  you  tell  me   why   it   's  true 

We  say  "sew,"  but  likewise  "few"; 

And  the  maker  of  a  verse 

Cannot  cap  his  "horse"  with  "worse"? 
"Beard"  sounds  not   the  same  as  "heard"; 
"Cord"  is  difterent  from  "word"; 
"Cow"  is  cow,  but   "low"  is  /o7C' : 
"Shoe"  is  never  rhymed  with  "foe." 

Think  of  "hose"  and  "dose"  and  "lose"; 

And  of  "goose"  —  and  yet  of  "choose." 

'I'hink  of  "comb"  and  "tomb"  and  "bomb"; 
"  Doll"  and  "roll";  and  "home"  and  "some." 

And  since  "  pay "  is  rhymed   with  "  say," 

Why  not  "paid"   with   "said,"   1   pray? 

We  have  "blood"  and  "food"  and  "good"; 
"Mould"  is  not  pronounced  like  "could." 

Wherefore  "done, "but  "gone"  and  "lone"? 

Is  there  any  reason  known  ? 

And,  in  short,  it  seems  tf)  me 

Sounds  and  letters  disagree. 
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B\     V.    K.    KoNDACHKFF. 


In  one  of  the  back  numbers  of  St.  Nicholas  the  Ixjok  of  fate,  and  1  will  here  give  a  short 

there  appeared  an  article  describing  the  way  description  of  the  two  that  are  most  in  favor 

American  children  in  the  Southern  States  seek  among    young    folks.      New    Year's    Eve    and 

to  know  the  future  by  means  of  dih'erent  kinds  Twelfth    Night  are  considered   the  best   occa- 

of  flowers,  plants,  etc.  sions  of  the  vear  for  these  annising  e.\])eriments. 

It  might  perhaps  interest  the  readers  of  this  N\'henever  a  number  of  young  people  come 

magazine  to  hear  something  about  "  fate-read-  together  during  this  time  of  the  year,  whether 

ing  "  in  Russia,  this  snowy  land  still  so  full  of  it  be  for  dancing,  playing  games,  or  just  spcnd- 

Eastern  lore,  customs,  and  traditions.    Of  course  ing  a  jileasant  evening  together,  some  one  of 

it  is,  nowadays,  a  pastime  and  an  amusement  the   party  is   sure   to    proi)ose  "  fate-reading," 

indulged  in  chiefly  during  the  Christmas  holi-  or  "  gadat,"  as  it  is  called  in  Russian, 

days,  and  more  for  the  fun  of  the  thing  than  Seeking  to  know  beforehand  the  name  of  one's 

from  any  belief  in  the  truth  of  the  prophecy.  future  sweetheart  is  a  very  amusing  experiment, 

There  are  a  good  many  ways  of  looking  into  and  there  are  two  methods  of  going  to  work. 
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The  first  is  managed  tluis:  A  sheet  of  paper 
is  cut  up  into  strijjs  about  four  and  a  half 
inches  long,  on  every  one  of  which  a  name  is 
written.      A  big  basin  is  half  filled  with  water, 


"'THAT    IS  WHY   I    HAVE  KEPT  THE    SLIPPER    ALL  THROl'GH    THESE    PAST  TEN    VEAK 

and  by  wetting  one  end  of  the  strips  of  pajjer 
these  are  made  to  adhere  to  the  rim  of  the 
basin  all  round,  the  dry  ends  pointing  horizon- 
tally toward  the  center.  A  nutshell  containing 
a  bit  of  lighted  wax  taper  is  then  set  afloat  by 
one  of  the  party,  the  water  having  previously 
been  slightly  disturbed  with  the  fingers  so  as 
to  give  it  a  rotary  movement.  Sometimes  the 
skift"  will  pass  by  many  names  without  harm, 
or  again,  it  may  stay  a  pretty  long  while  before 
one  without  igniting  it ;  but  the  name  set  fire 
to  is  believed  to  be  that  of  llie  person  who  is 
to  play  a  prominent  part  in  one's  future  life. 
The  next  question  of  importance  is  to  ascer- 


tain in  "what  direction  lies  your  fate" — that  is, 
from  which  point  of  the  compass  you  are  to 
expect  it.  The  answer  is  obtained  in  the  fol- 
lowing way  :  Vou  ste|)  outdoors  and  throw  your 
sli])per  high  into  the  air;  then, 
the  ([uarler  to  which  the  toe 
jjoints  when  it  alights  is  that 
whence  will  come  the  person 
who  is  to  influence  your  future. 
Here  is  a  true  story  I  was 
once  told,  showing  that  once 
upon  a  time  this  jjrophecy  actu- 
ally came  true. 

It  happened  somewhere  in  the 
country,  many,  many  years  ago, 
in  the  "  good  old  days,"  when 
there  were  no  railroads,  and  peo- 
jjle  traveled  about  mostly  in  their 
own  sledges  or  carriages  drawn 
by  post-horses,  or,  if  the  distance 
was  not  too  great,  by  their  own 
"troika"  —  a     Russian     sleigh 
draw  n  by  a  team  of  three  horses. 
The  heroine  of  my  story  was 
at  that  time  a  young  girl  still  in 
the  school-room,  greatly  troubled 
with    lessons,    governesses,   and 
dancing-masters,  and  becoming 
rather  tired  of  her  quiet  life  in 
the  country.     So,  one  fine  even- 
ing, just  before  going  to  bed,  she 
thought  she  would  like  to  cast 
one  look  into  the  future  and  see 
from  what  direction  she  was  to 
expect    her    fate.      She    stepped 
out    accordingly    ujjon   the   ter- 
race, and  —  whi/I  —  her  slipper  went  skimming 
through  the  cold  night  air!      But  what  was  her 
discomfiture  when  she  saw  it  fly  over  the  high 
fence  and  into  the  road  l)e\ondl     Here  was  a 
predicament ! 

She  could  not  possibly  follow  and  seek  it  in 
the  dee|)  snow,  her  feet  clad  in  silk  stockings, 
and  only  one  slipper  for  them  both  I  She  did 
not  like  sending  out  the  servants,  who  were  all 
at  sujjper,  and  il  did  not  seem  worth  while  to 
])ut  on  thick  boots  and  begin  a  regular  search 
so  late  at  night.  "  This  comes  of  being  too  cu- 
rious," she  solilocjuized,  as  she  limped  to  her 
own  room.     "  ^^'ell,  never  mind  ;  I  dare  say  I  '11 
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find  my  slipper  safe  and  sound  to-morrow  morn- 
ing." But  her  search  next  day  proved  vain ; 
fresh  snow  had  fallen  during  the  night,  and  the 
lost  slipper,  she  thought,  was  probably  buried 
deep  beneath  the  soft  white  covering. 

Several  years  passed.  Her  parents  moved 
to  Moscow,  where,  in  the  course  of  time,  she 
married  an  officer  in  the  Emperor's  guards.  In 
her  husband's  study,  on  the  mantel-shelf,  she 
often  noticed,  among  other  knick-knacks,  a 
girl's  dainty  but  faded  satin  slipper.  It  certainly 
seemed  familiar  to  her,  but  though  she  often 
wondered  about  it,  she  never  could  remember 
where  and  when  she  had  seen  just  such  a  shoe 
as  that.  At  last  her  curiosity  grew  to  such  a 
pitch  —  the  old  shpper  was  always  half-remind- 
in  g  her  of  something,  she  knew  not  exactly 
what  —  that  she  decided  to  question  her  hus- 
band about  it. 

"  It  is  an  old  story,"  he  answered,  "  and  hap- 
pened many  years  ago.  I  was  then  a  young 
fellow,  just  beginning  life,  and  traveling  post- 
haste to  join  my  regiment.  Happening  to  pass 
through  a  village  one  evening,  at  a  great  speed 
(my  horses  being  fresh  and  in  high  spirits),  I 
suddenly  felt  a  stinging  blow  on  the  cheek; 
I  heard  an  exclamation  from  the  other  side 
of  a  fence  —  and  something  dropped  into  the 
sleigh.  The  'something'  proved  to  be  a  satin 
slipper,  and  as  I  took  it  up,  my  cheek  tingling 
with  pain,  I  own  that  I  felt  very  angry  and  in- 
dignant at  this  unexpected  assault. 

"  Then  I  remembered  it  was  Twelfth  Night ; 
I  remembered,  too,  the  ancient  custom,  and  by 
that  time  my  wrath  had  calmed  down.  I  even 
thought  of  turning  back  and  delivering  the 
weapon  into  the  fair  hands  that  had,  uninten- 


tionally,  dealt  the  blow  ;  but  on  looking  round,  I 
perceived  that  the  village,  '  Krasnoe '  I  think  it 
was  called,  was  far  behind  us,  and  I,  still  hold- 
ing the  slipper  in  my  hand,  was  being  carried 
along  over  the  snowy  steppes  at  full  speed. 

"  I  have  never  since  been  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  nor  have  I  any  idea  whose  feet  once 
tripped  about  gaily  in  this  old  thing ;  but  I  came 
to  have  a  tender  feeling  for  it.  I  was  sorry  for 
the  girl  who  had  surely  been  looking  for  it  and 
probably  wondered  about  its  mysterious  dis- 
appearance, and  as  time  rolled  on  I  somehow 
came  to  associate  it  with  my  early  youth  and 
all  its  golden  dreams ;  that  is  why  I  have  kept 
it  all  through  these  past  ten  years.  You  are  not 
jealous,  dear,  are  you  ?  "  he  added,  smiling. 

"  Jealous  !  —  of  my  own  old  slipper  ?  "  she 
cried.  "  This  is  fun !  Why,  it  is  mine,  mine, 
mine  I  "  and  she  clapped  her  hands  and  laughed 
a  joyous,  ringing  laugh.  "  You  said  the  village 
was  Krasnoe,  on  Twelfth  Night,  and  just  ten 
years  ago  ?  Why,  it  Jiii/sf  be  mine  !  From  the 
very  first  I  thought  it  looked  famihar  and  like 
an  old  friend !  Ten  years  ago !  I  was  fifteen 
then,  and,  oh,  so  tired  of  lessons,  lessons,  les- 
sons, and  snow,  snow,  snow,  all  day  long,  with 
nobody  of  my  age  near,  and  the  winter  evenings 
so  lonely  and  dull  that  one  evening  I  decided 
to  try  the  old  experiment,  and  see  whether  there 
was  any  hope  of  a  change  for  me.  And  it  has 
come  true  !  for  did  n't  it  strike  you  on  the  cheek  ? 
Poor  old  cheek !  "  and  she  patted  it  tenderly. 

So  you  see  "  fate-reading  "  for  that  once,  so 
far  as  I  know,  did  come  true,  and  though  nobody 
believes  in  it,  it  is  still  indulged  in  as  a  pleasant 
after-dinner  pastime  during  the  winter  evenings. 
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"THR    three    lion-dogs    came    racing,    and    leaped    joyously    about    the    horse."       (SEE     PAGE     346.) 

There  was  a  time  when  the  American  moun-  loose  skin  that  was  as  tough  as  leather.    It  had 

tain-Uon  was  one  of  the  most  formidable  ani-  the  temper  of   a   demon,   and   was   insatiably 

mals  in  the  world.     The  cat  is  the  masterpiece  bloodthirsty.    Withal,  it  had  the  proverbial  nine 

of  nature ;  and  the  mountain-lion  was  one  of  lives  of  the  cat  tribe. 

the  most  terribly  armed  and  i)owerful  of  the  cat  Against  such  an  animal  it  was  hopeless  to 

family.     It  was  a  compact  mass  of  hard  and  match  dogs.     It  was  said,  in  the  school-books 

tough  muscle  and  gristle,  with  bones  of  iron,  of  forty  years  ago,  that  "  three  British  mastiffs 

strong  jaws,  sharp  teeth,  and  claws  like  steel  can  pull  down  a  full-grown  Asiatic  lion."     Per- 

penknife-blades.     It    was    prodigiously  strong,  haps   they  could;   but   they  would   have   been 

lithe,  and  quick,  covered  with  a  mail-coat  of  sorry  if  they  had  tackled  a  full-grown  American 
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mountain-lion  of  lliai  time.  IK;  was  not  to  be-  platform  fifteen  or  t went)  feet  high,  upon  which 
"pulled  down"  by  anything;  and  if  he  had  a  watchman  slejit,  fully  armed,  while  the  sheep- 
been  "  pulled  down,"  that  was  exactly  the  po-  and  wolf-dogs  were  kepi  below,  and  the  hors-es 
sition  in  which  he  fought  best.      With  his  back  near  by. 

protectetl  by  the   earth,  anil   all   four   fearfully  Mountaindions     soon     became     the     most 

armed   paws  tlying   free,  aided   by  his   terrible  dreaded  enemies  of  these  great  flocks  of  sheep, 

teeth,  and  a  body  .so  strong  that  it  could  not  They  congregated  about  the  ranches  from  far 

be  held  in  any  position  —  well,  when   he  was  distances.      They  would  not  touch  poisoned  car- 

"  down  "  was  the  time  that  he  was  most  "up."  rion.      They  never  meddled  with  traps.     They 

He  once  was  found  in  all   the   Rocky  Moun-  hunted  stragglers  from  the  flocks  by  day,  and 

tain  regions,  from  the  jaguardiaunted  tropical  at  night  they  leaped  into  the  corral,  where,  with 

forests  of  the  extreme  South  to  the  luime  of  the  bloodthirsty  ferocity,  they  would  kill  many  sheep 

Northern  winter  blizzard;  but  he  attained  his  in  a  i'cw  minutes,  preferring  to  kill   a  number 

greatest  size  and  ferotnty  on  the  subtropical  pla-  rather  than  to  stop  and  satisfy  their  hunger  with 

teau  of  northern   Mexico,   New    Mexico,   and  one  or  two.    They  also  pounced  upon  stray  dogs, 

Arizona.  and  tore  to  j>ieces  the  dogs  that  attacked  them. 

These  animals  are  no  longer  what  they  were.  W'igglesworth  (S:  Swayne  made  costly  exjjeri- 

The  tourist  or  hunter  of  to-day  cannot  hope  to  ments    to    procure    lion-hunting  dogs.      Their 

find  any  of  the  old-time  power  or  ferocity ;  and  agents  ransacked  all  Europe  and  America  for 

he  will  mistake  if  he  judges  them  by  their  pres-  breeds    of   dogs  capable   of   coping   with   the 

ent  degenerate  kind.     The  advent  of  the  white  mountain-lions.     After    many    difficulties    they 

hunter,  armed  with  rifle  and  revolver,  fearless  secured,  out  of  thirty,  three  dogs  of  great  size 

of  anything  mortal,  and  waging  incessant,  mer-  and  strength,  fair  scent,  indomitable  fierceness, 

ciless  war  upon  all  wild  beasts,  has  slaughtered  lithe  quickness,  and  intelligent  cunning.     The.se 

all  their  hugest  champions,  and  has  cowed  their  three  tall  dogs  could,  combined,  kill   a  moun- 

savage  courage,  until  now  they  slink  away  in  tain-lion.      They  were  extraordinarily  cunning 

unresisting  panic,  and  are  afraid  even   of  the  in  attack  and  defense,  were  singularly  powerful, 

dogs  that  lead  their  pursuer  to  his  prey.     Ani-  and  "fought  together"  with  wonderful  fidelity 

mals  certainly  do  communicate  ideas,  and  they  to  one  another.     They  did  it  by  worrying  the 

have  trained  all  their  children  to  abject  fear  of  enemy  with    incessant    feints,   .skirmishes,    and 

the  invincible  monarch,  man.  surprises,  avoiding  a  grapple  until  the  great  cat 

After  the  early  pioneer  days  of  lone  settlers  had  wasted  its  strength  and  spent  its  quickness 

and  small  flocks  had  passed,  certain  rich  men  in  vain  efforts.     All  these  dogs  needed  was  to 

of  the  West   began   to    establish    large  sheep-  be  let  alone,  therefore;    interference    only  dis- 

ranches  in  carefully  selected  locations.     W'here  tracted  them. 

the  first  settlers  reared  only  the  hardiest  coarse-  Storms    are    rare    in    that   region  ;    but,   one 

wooled  sheep,  were  now  produced   the   finest  afternoon,    the   setting    sun    was   obscured   by 

long-wool  merino  fleeces  of  the  worid.     These  streaky  clouds  that  streamed  over  the  crests  of 

improved  sheep  are  greatly  more  delicate  and  the  distant  hills,  a  dash  of  slanting  rain  fell,  and 

defenseless  than  their  predecessors,  and  have  to  the    winds    ravetl,    threatening    a    wild    night. 

be  more  carefully  tended  and  defended  against  \Vhen  the  storm  first  began  to  show  itself,  men 

wild  beasts.  and    dogs   hurriedly   collected    their   scattered 

.Among  the  early  sheep-masters  of  note  the  flocks  and  drove  them  to  the  big  corral,  where 

firm  of  W'igglesworth  &  Swa\ne  started  a  chain  Dick  Bryant,  head  man  of  the  ranch,  rapidly 

of  ranches,  each  stocked  with  from  three  hun-  counted  them  in.     Two  were  missing  —  a  large 

dred  to  one  thousand  improved  sheep,  in  charge  wether  and  a  ewe  with  a  clipped  ear. 

of  bold  and  trusty  young  men,  with  horses,  arms,  "Hi,  Woolwit !  "  cried  Jeff  Sillsby  to  Frank 

dogs,  traps,  poisons,  and  provisions.  Swayne,  a  boy  of  fifteen  years,  nephew  of  one 

Each  ranch  had  its  big  corral  in  which  the  of  the  proprietors,  sent  to  the  ranch  to  learn 

sheep  were  yarded  at  night,  overlooked  by  a  that  part  of  the  business,  "  they  were  in  the 
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bunch  of  tliirteen  that  you  let  stray  into  the 
gulch.      Did  you  count  them?" 

"  No,"  answered  the  crestfallen  lad ;  "  1  was 
looking  at  the  clouds  flying  over  the  top  of  the 
divide.    But  I  was  sure  I  drove  them  all  back." 

"  1  )id  n't  take  your  dog,  either.  Now  I  s'pose 
one  of  us  will  have  to  ride  a  mile  and  back 
through  the  rain  ;  and  it 's  likely  wolves  or  lions 
have  snapi)ed  'em  afore  this.  Here,  'Fan'!" 
he  called  to  a  sheep-dog,  as  he  prepared  to 
mount  his  mustang. 

"  Let  me  go  for  them,"  said  Frank.  "  I  lost 
them,  and  I  know  where  to  look." 

"  Right,  boy  ;  it 's  your  job,"  said  Dick  Bryant. 


eleven  sheep  out  of  the  gulch,"  said  Sid 
Bailey. 

"  See,  boy,"  said  Dick  Bryant,  "  these  men 
had  their  own  flocks  to  look  after,  yet  they  .saw 
yours  closer  than  you  did.     Take  Fan  with  you." 

By  this  time  Frank  had  mounted.  He  dashed 
away,  racing  to  escape  further  reproach.  Hardly 
had  he  gone  when  Bailey  shouted  after  him  : 

"  Hi !  hold  up  !     Here  's  your  rifle." 

But  Frank  only  heard  a  confused  shout 
through  the  wind  and  rain,  and  rode  on  with- 
out looking  back,  dreading  further  mortification. 

"  Forgot  his  revolver,  too,  the  little  rattle- 
brain!  "  said  Sid,  lifting  the  rifle  that  Frank  had 


"the   great   cat   faced   his   foes   fiercely,  crouching   above   the   slain    sheep."     (see   page   346.) 


'•  Remember,  after  this,  always  to  count  your 
sheep  —  and  keep  them  counted  all  day.  You 
will  never  do  for  a  sheep-herder  until  you  can 
overlook  a  thousand  sheep  all  day,  and  know 
in  an  instant  if  one  is  gone.  And  you  had  only 
fifty  to  look  after.  You  were  right  to  look  at  the 
clouds,  but  wrong  to  look  off  your  sheep.  Al- 
ways see  all  your  sheep  with  one  eye,  and  don't 
miss  seeing  anything  else  with  the  other  eye. 
You  can  't  get  to  the  top  of  any  business  unless 
you  keep  your  whole  mind  right  on  it." 

"  I  was  a  ([uarter  of  a  mile  away,  but  1  saw 
you  let  thirteen  sheep  stray  into  the  gulch," 
said  Jeff'  Sillsby. 

"  I  was  half  a  mile  oft",  but  I  saw  you  drive 


left  leaning  against  the  corral  with  his  re\olver- 
belt  hanging  to  it.  "  Cap  "  (to  Bryant),  '•  had  n't 
one  of  us  better  ride  after  him  ?  Maybe  he  '11 
get  into  some  scrape." 

"  No-o,"  said  Bryant,  hesitating.  "  Loose  the 
lion-dogs ;  they  saw  him  ride  oft'  antl  are  whin- 
ing to  go." 

The  three  powerful  and  fierce  dogs  uttered 
deep-toned  bays  of  impatience  while  being  re- 
leased. Then,  delighted  to  be  free,  they  raced 
after  the  vanishing  horse,  when  a  fresh  slant  of 
gusty  rain  shut  them  from  view  and  forced  the 
men  to  shelter. 

It  was  a  severe  rule  of  the  ranch  that  nobody 
should    stir  unarmed.     The    men   buckled    on 
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'frank   sat   in    his   saddle  and  watched   the   fight,    unable  to  assist,   too  fascinated  to  fi.v. 


loaded  revolvers  when  they  waked  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  wore  them  till  they  lay  down  at  night. 
They  slept  with  all  their  arms  within  hand- 
reach.  No  one  went  out,  even  so  near  as  to 
take  a  lazy  pipe-stroll  around  to  the  corral, 
without  carrying  his  rifle.  Certainly  nobody 
ever  mounted  and  rode  off  unless  fully  armed. 
Habit  made  this  easy  second  nature  to  the  men. 
But  to  lug  a  heavy  rifle  all  day,  with  no  use  for 


it,  soon  became  tiresome  to  Frank,  and  the 
weight  of  his  belt,  with  revolver  and  cartridges, 
irked  him.  He  had  not  yet  seen  the  necessity 
for  such  strict  discipline,  because  one  might 
possibly  go  a  whole  year  at  the  ranch,  and  never 
really  need  either  rifle  or  revolver;  but  when 
one  did  need  it,  his  need  was  apt  to  be  instant 
and  fearful. 

The  shamed  and  half-angry   boy   urged   his 
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mettled  mustang  against  the  hard-beating  rain 
and  wind  so  fast  that  Fan  toiletl  panting  after 
them.  Thus  his  impatient  temper  broke  dis- 
ciphne  again  ;  for  it  was  ranch  rule  never  to 
blow  your  horse,  because  you  might  suddenly 
need  him,  and  need  all  there  was  of  him.  Pres- 
ently he  reached  the  gulch.  Here  the  trained 
mustang,  aware  that  danger  often  lurked  in 
such  places,  stopped  his  racing  gallop  and 
advanced  cautiously  up  the  narrowing  pass. 
Fan  suddenly  faced  back,  growling,  then  barked 
a  note  of  welcome.  The  three  lion-dogs  came 
racing,  and  leaped  joyously  about  the  horse, 
f^an  ran  ahead,  and  soon  announced  that  she 
had  found  the  missing  sheep.  With  some  diflfi- 
culty  she  routed  them  out  of  the  snug  shelter 
they  had  found  in  a  thicket  at  the  foot  of  a 
cliff,  and  started  them  reluctantly  homeward, 
followed  by  Frank  on  his  horse,  and  the  three 
great  hounds. 

The  rain  had  now  ceased  for  a  time.  Broken 
clouds  showed  patches  of  a  clear  sky,  but 
threatened  the  gathering  of  further  storms.  A 
darkening  ocean  of  dust  spread  fast  from  the 
mountains  over  the  dimming  prairie. 

The  sheep  were  turning  the  last  low  rock  at 
the  entrance  of  the  gulch,  when  a  great  dark 
shape  flew  out  with  a  dreadful  cry,  and  instantly 
one  sheep  was  dashed  to  the  earth  with  a  broken 
neck,  and  the  other  was  in  the  jaws  of  a  huge 
mountain-lion.  Poor  Fan  retreated  for  safety 
to  the  feet  of  the  horse,  but  faced  the  danger, 
growling,  half  in  terror,  half  braced  to  duty. 

Frank,  accompanied  by  the  three  great  hounds, 
did  not  hesitate  to  charge  this  formidable  and 
sudden  enemy.  JUu  the  effect  was  not  what 
he  expected.  Insteatl  of  bounding  away,  the 
great  cat,  looming  larger  and  more  terrible  the 
nearer  he  approached,  faced  his  foes  fiercely, 
crouching  above  the  slain  sheep,  ready  to  spring, 
and  yelling  screams  of  demoniac  ferocity.  The 
mustang  stoi)ped  and  roared,  then  stood  snort- 
ing and  trembling,  and  could  not  be  forced 
nearer.  The  great  dogs  rushed  on.  And  Frank 
sat  in  his  saddle  and  watched  the  fight,  unable 
to  assist,  too  fascinated  to  fly. 

Now  he  realized  the  imprudence  of  leaving 
his  arms,  and  repented  his  boyish  folly  in  de- 
spising discipline  founded  upon  experience. 

"  Old  Strategy  "  was  the  leader  of  the  three 
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great  dogs.  His  wise  brain  did  the  planning  for 
all,  and  never  did  soldiers  obey  a  chief  with  more 
careful  attention  to  signals  of  command  than 
the  other  two  great  dogs  gave  to  him.  He  was 
the  fleetest  of  the  three.  "  Reserve,"  who  ran 
in  the  rear,  and  always  waited  the  proper  time 
to  leap  and  seize,  was  the  most  powerful. 
"  Skirmish,"  the  lightest  of  the  trio,  made  it  his 
business  to  distract  the  quarry  by  flashing  feigned 
and  real  attacks  all  over  him,  here,  there,  and 
everywhere,  to  provoke  openings  for  the  other 
two. 

Just  as  the  battle  began,  the  clouds  opened 
wide,  and  the  brightening  moon  shed  a  distant 
ghmmer  over  the  scene  through  the  mist  that 
rose  from  the  wet  grass,  disclosing  the  huge 
mountain-lion  standing  over  his  prey,  with 
flattened  ears,  snarling  face,  teeth  gleaming, 
claws  widely  spread,  mad  with  hate,  menacing 
the  dogs. 

And  now  Old  Strategy,  warily  observant, 
crept,  growling,  directly  in  front  of  the  angry  lion, 
tempting  and  taunting  him  to  spring.  Nearer — 
a  little  nearer  yet.  Several  times  the  lion  seemed 
about  to  leap,  judging  by  his  lashing  tail  and 
settling  haunches;  but  Skirmish  distracted  him 
with  a  sudden  feint,  or  Reserve  threatened  his 
flank.  When  each  dog  had  a  good  position, 
Old  Strategy  provoked  a  leap  by  a  sudden 
movement.  The  lion  sprang,  body,  hmbs,  and 
claw^s  spread  to  strike.  But  Old  Strategy 
was  n't  there  when  he  alighted ;  and  the  lion 
did  not  alight  where  he  aimed ;  for  the  mo- 
ment he  leaped  Reserve  and  Skirmish  dashed 
m  and  caught  him  in  the  air,  one  on  his  flank, 
one  by  a  hind  knee-joint,  and  held  back  with 
such  force  that  all  three  rolled  along  the  grass. 

Before  the  lion  could  retaliate,  all  three  dogs 
were  once  more  out  of  reach,  to  repeat  their 
provoking  tactics. 

For  half  an  hour  this  furious  battle  was  con- 
tinued. Leap,  charge,  rush,  or  strike  as  he 
would,  the  worried  lion  could  not  bring  his 
treacherous  assailants  to  a  clo.se.  But  for  a  few 
insignificant  scratches,  the  dogs  were  unhurt, 
but  the  lion  showed  many  marks  of  the  conflict. 
The  dogs  gave  him  no  rest  from  their  inces- 
sant attacks.  Occasionally  one  of  the  dogs 
would  lie  down,  panting,  and  rest  himself,  while 
the  other  two  kept  the  game  going ;  but  their 
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adversary  was  not  permitted  a  moment's  Ijreath- 
ing-time. 

Gradually  the  tormented  night-prowler  ii,rv\\ 
weary  and  faint.  His  own  fury  heli)ed  the 
dogs  to  exhaust  him:  tor  each  effort  he  maile 
increased  his  rage,  until  he  became  a  veritable 
demon  of  fren/ied  hate,  and  si)ent  in  useless 
screams  the  breath  that  he  needed  for  battle. 
As  his  powers  diminished  those  of  the  dogs  in- 
creased. 'I'heir  rushing,  leaping  grips  were  more 
confident,  more  frecpient,  and  more  effective. 

A  little  later  brave  Skirmish  made  such  a 
prodigious  feint,  in  obedience  to  some  secret 
sign  from  Old  Strategy,  that  the  lion  whirled 
to  strike  at  him.  This  gave  Old  Strategy  his 
chance.  He  fastened  the  first  grip  upon  the 
throat  of  the  great  cat,  keeping  his  own  body 
behind  and  partly  under  the  head  of  his  foe. 
while  Skirmish  dragged  at  a  hind  leg,  and  Re- 
serve put  all  his  weight  and  force  into  a  grip 
over  the  loin,  stretching  their  enemy  helpless 
for  a  moment — but  only  for  a  moment.  As 
soon  as  the  great  cat  could  muster  his  tiied 
strength,  he  drew  his  i)owerful  body  into  a 
curve,    and    thrust    at    Old    Strategy    with    his 


lashing  hind  legs,  (ompelling  the  dog  to  let  go. 
iUit  the  instant  ( )ld  Strategy  was  pushed  off,  the 
])ainful  grip  of  Reserve  at  his  loins  made  the 
lion  curl  ilown  again,  to  strike  with  his  fore 
paws,  when  Old  Strategy  pinned  his  throat  (jnce 
more  from  the  other  side. 

So  in  live  minutes  more  the  battle  was  ended, 
and  the  three  dogs  had  again  jjroved  their  right 
to  the  proud  distinction  of  being  the  only  dogs 
that  could  kill  a  full-grown  mountain-lion. 

l-rank  Swayne  never  forgot  that  wild  combat. 
What  was  far  better,  he  took  to  heart  the  les- 
son he  had  received,  and  thereafter  paid  care- 
ful heed  to  discipline  and  business,  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  uncle.  Though  he  never  be- 
came a  great  business  man,  nor  even  a  noted 
herdsman,  nature  not  having  gifted  him  with  the 
right  (lualiiies,  he  did  become,  under  Dick  Bry- 
ant's instructions,  fairly  well  versed  in  the  con- 
duct of  a  sheep-ranch,  and,  later,  reasonably 
successful  in  a  business  career. 

Even  from  the  dogs  Frank  learned  some- 
thing of  the  great  value  of  careful  training  and 
single  attention  to  whatever  lesson  one  has  to 
learn  or  task  one  has  to  do. 


IJONT     BE    "fRAID,    BABV.       TOWSER     WoN'T     LET     HIM     HI  RT     VOL!" 


THE    CONCERT 


With  hat  and  mufif  and  parasol 
AV' e  sally  to  the  concert-hall, 
To  hear  the  great  musician  play 


(Named  Signer  Tommy  Folderay  !) 
On  tissue-paper  and  a  comb  — 
You  ought  to  hear  his  "  Home,  Sweet  Home !  " 

Virginia  Gersoii. 


348 


Till-:    CHICKADEE. 


The  chickadee  tilts 

On  a  sycamore  bough. 

In  cute  little  kilts 

The  chickadee  tilts; 

Like  a  brownie  on  stills, 
W  ith  his  sweet  little  /vv//, 

The  chickaiiee  tilts 
On  a  sycamore  bough. 

The  chickadee  wears 
A   cunning  black  cap. 

In  all  his  aftairs 

The  chickadee  wears, 

Without  any  airs, — 

The  dear  little  chaj), — 

The  chickadee  wears 
A  cunning  black  cap. 

The  chickadee's  song 
Is  "  Chick-a-dee-dee." 

It  is  not  very  long, 

The  chickadee's  song ; 

Not  much  for  a  throng, 
But  it  satisties  me. 

The  chickadee's  song 
Is  "  Chick-a-dee-dee." 

The  chickadee  nests 
In  the  heart  of  a  tree. 

The  cats  are  not  guests 

Where  the  chickadee  nests; 

No  robber  molests 
His  litde  tepee. 

The  chickadee  nests 
In  the  heart  of  a  tree. 

The  chickadee  stays 
All  the  year  round. 

On  cold  winter  days 

The  chickadee  stays; 

The  cat-bird  delays 
Till  daisies  abound ; 

The  chickadee  stays 
All  the  year  round. 

Le  Ro\  T.  Weeks. 


•<v  i'   I. 


Girl     in  \vliile 

b\'    Charles    Stuart   Pratt. 


We  saw  her  standing  on  our  lawn, 

One  zero  winter-day  ; 
She  never  stirred,  nor  said  a  word. 

Nor  asked  if  she  might  stay. 


And  though  it  may  not  seem  poUte,- 

Indeed,  almost  a  sin, — 
We  ne\er  said  a  word  to  her, 

Nor  asked  her  to  come  in. 


Her  gown  and  cape  and  hat  were  white, 
And  white  her  feet  and  toes ; 

Her  mittened  hands  were  just  as  white, 
And  white  her  very  nose. 


--w<. 


She  stood  out  there  upon  the  lawn 
All  day,  and  all  the  night, 

And  never  once  lay  down  to  sleep, 
That  stranger  girl  in  white. 


A  dainty  little  maid  she  was, 

A  playmate  you  all  know, 
For  she  was  "  Jnck  Frost's  Litde  Girl," 

Carved  from  the  soft  white  snow. 


Till-    STORY    OF    BARNABY    Li:i' 


By  John   Bi:xnktt. 

{Aiit/ior  of  "  Miisfrr  Siy/ar/.:") 


[  This  story  -vas  begun  in  the  Novcmbt-r,  iqoo,  niiinlvr.  \ 

Chapikr     XXXI\'. 

riiF,   cnv    I  Ai.i.s. 

All  night  long  above  llic  stream  and  across 
the  waves  of  the  washing  bay  the  lights  of  the 
British  squadron  waved  and  nodded  like  dizzy 
stars.  All  niglit  long  above  the  never-silent 
troubling  of  the  waters  on  the  shore  the  ship- 
bells  rang  the  watches,  sharp,  thin,  and  brassy 
clear.  All  night  the  red  windows  of  New 
Amsterdam  stared  through  the  darkness  at  the 
enemy;  and  in  his  room,  until  gray  dawn, 
Peter  Stuyvesant  went  up  and  down  like  a 
wild  beast  in  a  cage,  and  beat  his  fists  to- 
gether in  despairing  rage  and  shame. 

"  They  dare  not ;  they  dare  not!  "  he  groaned. 
"  But  God  alone  knows  what  Englishmen  will 
dare! " 

He  wrung  his  hands. 

"  Come,  sit  in  the  dust,"  he  cried,  "  O  ye 
daughters  of  Jerusalem!  The  kingdom  hath 
departed!  Come  ye,  and  sit  in  the  dust  with 
me;  for  we  prevail  no  more!"  Yet  his  face 
was  like  stone,  and  his  voice  never  faltered, 
although  the  ring  was  utterly  gone  out  of  it. 

In  the  streets  beyond  the  fort-walls  the 
hubbub  still  went  on.  Now  and  again,  in  an 
instant's  hush,  the  tread  of  the  feet  of  the 
English  watch  upon  the  frigate's  decks  could 
be  heard. 

The  Great  Wain  sank  in  the  north  ;  in  the 
town  beyond  the  walls  the  hungry  cattle  stirred 
uneasily.  The  window-sill  of  the  Governor's 
room  was  beaded  wet  with  the  gathering  of  the 
mist ;  the  candle  in  the  gunners'  (juarters  shone 
dimly  beyond  the  inclosure  ;  no  one  had  turned 
the  hour-glass — the  sand  lay  in  an  unmeaning 
heap  in  the  lower  bowl  of  it.  "  How  cjuickly 
it  hath  run  out!  "  said  Stuyvesant.  "  Ach,  Gott, 
thy  will,  not  mine,  be  done!  "  Throwing  him- 
self  into   a   chair,   he   buried    his   face   in    his 


bronzed  hands,  and  moved  no  more  until  the 
pale  pink  light  had  begun  to  streak  the  east. 

Then  he  went  to  the  window  and  stared 
out.  The  town  still  looked  mysterious;  the 
lights  had  grown  wan  ;  there  was  a  hush  upon 
everything.  "  Thv  will,  not  mine!"  said  the 
Director-General.  The  day  broke  in  streaks 
of  fire  across  the  sea,  and  with  it  broke  the 
iron  heart  of  Peter  Stuyvesant.  He  turned  his 
face  from  the  window :  New  Amsterdam  had 
fallen. 

Shortly  there  came  a  crying  out  that  a  treaty 
had  been  agreed  to  ;  that  the  petition  of  the 
burghers  had  been  listened  to  at  last ;  that  the 
commissioners  had  already  signed  caj)itulat()ry 
articles.  The  Dutch  were  to  have  security  in  all 
their  property  ;  their  officers  were  to  remain 
the  same ;  the  town  was  to  have  its  voice ;  the 
Dutch  soldiers  were  to  be  conveyed  to  the 
fatherland  again  in  the  Dutch  ships  lying  in 
the  harbor  ;  within  two  hours  after  eight  o'clock 
upon  the  Monday  coming,  the  fort  and  towii 
were  to  be  delivered  into  the  hands  of  the 
English  governor.  And  now  it  began  to  be 
whispered  tliat  the  noble  Duke  of  York  had 
sent  handsome  new  gowns  for  all  the  aldermen, 
a  silver  mace  to  be  carried  in  state  in  magis- 
trates' processions,  and  liveries  of  fine  blue 
cloth,  embroidered  and  trimmed  with  orange. 
The  eyes  of  the  worthy  Dutch  grew  brighter 
as  they  spoke  of  the  orange  trimmings.  "It 
is  the  will  of  God,"  they  said. 

But  when  the  news  came  to  the  British  fleet, 
and  pa.ssed  from  deck  to  deck,  that  there  was 
to  be  no  pillage  nor  sacking  in  the  city,  the 
captain  of  a  dingy  ship  which  followed  after 
the  rear  of  the  scjuadron  like  a  jackal  after  a 
lion,  stood  up  and  cursed  Richard  Nicolls 
for  this  idiot  clemency.  "  Am  I  never  to  have 
my  revenge  on  these  Dutch?"  he  said,  with  a 
I)itter  oath.  "Am  I  ever  to  be  balked  by 
fools?    Nav,  I  will  scpiare    my  accounts,  if   I 
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have  to  burn  yon  city  to  the  ground !  "  Lean- 
ing over  the  rail,  he  shook  his  clenched  fists  at 
the  town. 

"  Oh,  ay,"  said  the  man  beside  him.  "  'T  was 
so  ve  said  afore.  I  begin  to  think  that  cock-sure 
is  a  rare  uncertain  bird." 

"You  '11  see!"  cried  the  first,  with  a  villain- 
ous oath. 

"  Oh,  yes,"  said  the  other,  brusquely,  "  I  '11 
see.     That  is  why  I  carry  two  eyes." 

Ch.apter  XXXV. 

JOHN    KING    TURNS    UP. 

At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  for  the  sur- 
render of  New  Amsterdam,  a  long-drawn  trum- 
pet-blast rang  along  the  hilltop  beyond  the 
city  walls.  The  line  of  soldiers  in  the  fort 
began  to  straighten  out.  They  were  to  depart 
with  the  honors  of  war  from  the  little  citadel. 

""Opkttenheid .'  "  said  the  captain.  The  drum- 
mer tapped  the  drum  ;  the  ensign  loosed  the 
flag  on  its  stafif  and  let  it  slowly  unfurl. 

In  their  gray  old  clothes,  leather  jackets 
stained  with  grease  and  rain,  with  faded  sashes 
and  battered  caps,  the  little  troop  looked  poor 
enough  in  the  bright  September  sunshine. 

The  shrill  bugle  blew  along  the  hills. 

"  J'^oonc'aarfs.'  "  said  the  captain.  The  men 
took  up  their  step,  the  drummer  struck  up 
sulkily  ■■  The  Battle  of  Heiligerlee,"  and  to  its 
hollow,  dispirited  tone  the  files  swung  forward. 
At  their  front  was  Peter  Stuyvesant,  his  head 
sunken  on  his  breast. 

The  sunlight  sparkled  here  and  there  from 
cap  or  musket-barrel ;  the  smoke  from  the 
burning  gun-matches  floated  among  the  men's 
faces,  a  thin  blue  haze  ;  and  more  than  one 
man's  teeth  were  set  on  the  bullets  in  his 
mouth.  One,  two;  one,  two,  three!  the  drum 
went  beating  out. 

An  instant,  as  he  passed  the  gates,  Stuyve- 
sant looked  up.  In  the  orchards  on  the  hillside 
the  English  banners  were  waving.  His  dark 
eyes  blazed  ;  then  the  fire  faded  from  them  in 
one  bitter  gleam.  He  hobbled  on  over  the 
threshold  ;  his  kingdom  was  passed  away.  In 
the  graveyard  the  English  soldiers  were  sitting 
upon  the  graves. 

Thump,  thump,  thump!    the  drum  went  on. 


the  little  colunm  following  to  the  ships  in  the 
canal. 

Fort  Amsterdam  was  indeed  fallen. 

Then  again  the  trumpets  sounded  ;  the  cap- 
tains began  to  shout ;  the  English  banners 
flourished  on  the  hilltops  over  the  town  ;  the 
cor[iorals  bellowed,  the  rattling  drums  struck 
up;  the  conquerors  came  marching  down 
through  the  orchards  into  the  town. 

At  their  head  rode  Richard  Nicolls  upon 
a  bright  bay  horse.  He  wore  a  new  uni- 
form of  scarlet,  green,  and  white,  and  with  him 
upon  white  horses  rode  Sir  Robert  Carr  and 
Colonel  George  Cartwright  in  scarlet  uniforms 
and  wigs  of  white  horsehair.  The  men  were 
in  three  divisions,  each  troop  a  hundred  strong, 
musketeers  and  pikemen,  with  halberdiers  at 
each  flank.  The  banners  held  the  center. 
They  were  white  and  red  and  yellow,  and  one 
was  crimson  and  blue.  They  were  guarded  by 
groups  of -pikemen,  among  them  harquebusiers, 
light-footed,  light-armed,  lively  men,  with  flint- 
locked  harquebuses. 

Barnaby  stood  on  the  bastion-wall,  watching 
them  march  down.  The  long  white  ashen  pike- 
staves  stood  up  like  bare  branches  above  the 
heads  of  the  musketeers,  and  with  the  movement 
of  the  troops  clattered  upon  one  another  like 
boughs  in  a  wood  in  the  wind.  One  troop 
was  uniformed  in  blue  with  facings  of  red  and 
buff,  another  in  green  and  scarlet,  and  the  third 
in  red  and  white.  Some  had  thrust  their  dag- 
ger-hilts into  the  muzzles  of  their  muskets,  from 
which  they  stood  up,  long  and  keen,  like  ght- 
tering  steel  thorns.  Others  had  braided  wreaths 
from  evergreens  on  the  hillsides,  and  had 
made  them  fast  upon  their  brown  steel  caps 
like  a  victor's  laurel  wreath. 

They  were  marching  four  and  five  abreast, 
six  companies  in  all,  and  the  swaggering,  brown- 
faced  musketeers,  with  their  heavy  firelocks 
over  their  shoulders,  their  brown  swords  slap- 
ping their  thighs  as  they  marched,  and  with 
daggers  at  their  hips,  were  looking  around  them, 
as  they  came,  with  cool,  defiant  stare,  as  if  they 
w^ere  the  lords  of  all  the  visible  earth,  and  were 
but  letting  it  out  for  hire  to  its  various  occu- 
pants. 

Barnaby  stood  on  the  bastion-wall,  his  cheeks 
a  trifle  flushed.     The  sound  of  the  feet  of  the 
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men  marching  began  to  go  through  his  head.  "God  save  King  Charles!"  cried  Barnaby, 

The  cHnking  of  swords,  the  officers'  shouts,  like  and  threw  up  his  caj)  into  tlie  air.     His  father 

a  hoarse,  discordant  chant,   the  httle  rattle  of  hail  been  a  soldier,  a  captain  of  just  such  men. 

bandoleers,  the  clatter  of  the  pikes,  mingling  They  were  his  own  countrymen.  Again  he  threw 

with  the  clang  of  halberds  and  the  rumbling  liis  cap  into  the  air.    "  (Jod  save  King  Charles!  " 


>K    I      IL    THROW     I  HIS    SACK    i  .        ..]. 
(SEE    NEXT     tACH.) 


Mil'    UAR.NAnV    CKIED." 


of  the  drums,  made  a  sound  at  once  so  deep  he  cried.  "  God  save  the  King!  "  It  is  so  that 
and  strange  that  once  heard  it  could  not  be  the  English  shout,  whether  the  King  be  right  or 
forgotten.      Tramp,   tramp,  tram})!    came  the    wrong. 

steady  feet;    clang,  crash!    went  the  clanking        A  captain  paused  in  the  roadway, 
arms.    A  shiver  ran  through  Barnaby  ;  his  heart 
began  to  beat  fast.      He  ran  along   the  ram- 
part.    Below  him  the  banners  were   blowing 
and  tossing ;  the  drums  beat  fast  and  faster. 
Vol.  XXIX.  — 45. 


His 


"  What  the  dickens  is  this?  "  he  asked 
corporals  made  no  answer. 

"  God  save  King  Charles!  "  cried  Barnaby. 
"  Halt!  "  ordered  the  captain,  hoarsely. 
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"  Halt!  "  growled  the  corporals. 

The  dust  among  the  feet  of  the  men  blew 
away  in  a  little  gray  cloud. 

"God  save  the  King!"  cried  the  captain, 
lifting  his  evergreened  cap. 

"  God  save  the  King!  "  cried  the  soldiers. 

And  then  they  all  marched  on. 

One  company  stayed  at  the  city  gate,  and 
one  marched  on  to  the  Stad  Huis  and  nailed  the 
arms  of  England  over  the  door.  Fort  Amster- 
dam they  named  Fort  James,  to  honor  the 
Duke  of  York ;  the  city,  too,  they  named  for 
him,  and  all  the  country  round.  The  burghers 
of  New  Amsterdam  made  no  efficient  protest. 
They  retained  their  office  and  their  trade; 
why  should  they  protest  ?  They  gave  a  dinner- 
party to  the  Governor  and  his  staflf ;  they  com- 
plimented their  rulers,  and  finding  them  liberal 
men,  "Ah,"  they  said,  "now  we  shall  prosper 
like  the  cedars  of  Lebanon!  "  So  they  smoked 
their  pipes  and  drank  their  schnapps,  and  went 
about  their  business. 

But  a  man  with  a  crimson  handkerchief 
bound  round  his  head,  who  was  standing  in 
the  throng  that  filled  the  market-place  when 
the  English  troops  marched  into  the  town, 
looked  up  with  a  startled  exclamation,  hearing 
Barnaby's  shrill  cry,  and,  with  his  hand  above 
his  eyes,  peered  across  the  sunny  road.  The 
glare  was  almost  blinding ;  for  a  moment  he 
stared,  blinking,  scarcely  able  to  see  at  all. 
Then  suddenly  he  caught  the  elbow  of  the 
man  beside  him. 

"  It 's  him!  "  he  cried.    "  By  blue,  it  's  him!  " 

"It  's  who?"  said  the  other.  "Where?" 
Then  he  looked.  "  By  glory.  Jack  Glasco, 
'tis  he!" 

Clapping  his  hand  to  the  hilt  of  his  sword, 
he  started  across  the  market-field  at  the  top 
of  his  speed,  with  the  first  speaker  close  at  his 
heels. 

A  third  man  standing  beside  them,  head 
and  shoulders  above  the  crowd,  looked  after  his 
comrades,  surprised ;  then,  seeing  the  boy  on 
the  bastion-wall,  clear-outlined  against  the  sky, 
he  smote  his  huge  red  hands  together. 

"By  hen,  but  they  've  found  him!"  he 
exclaimed.  Parting  the  crowd  before  him 
like  a  flock  of  sheep,  he  darted  across  the 
market-field  and  rushed  in  at  the  fort-sate. 


Chapter  XXXVI. 

"THE    ROGUE    IS    MY    APPRENTICE!" 

On  the  stage  at  the  head  of  the  windmill 
steps  stood  John  King  and  Jack  Glasco,  beating 
at  the  door.  Barnaby,  flying  into  the  mill,  had 
shut  the  door  behind  him  and  whirled  the 
heavy  bar  into  its  sockets  just  as  the  two  came 
shouting  up  the  stairway  after  him.  Tom 
Scarlett  rushed  to  join  them,  and  hurried  up 
the  stair.  "  Open  that  door !  "  cried  John  King. 
"Do  ye  hear  me,  boy?  Open  that  door!" 
But  Barnaby  drove  the  bar  down  and  thrust 
in  the  stay-pin  over  it.  He  could  feel  the  hot 
breath  of  the  master's  mate,  like  the  blast  from 
an  oven-door,  over  his  fingers. 

"  Open,  I  say  !  "  cried  the  captain.  "  It  will 
be  the  better  for  you ! "  The  master's  mate 
was  beating  at  the  staples  with  a  stone.  "  Open 
the  door !  "  he  cried.  Barnaby  ran  for  the 
ladder  that  led  to  the  storage-loft.  He  was 
shaking  like  an  aspen,  and  had  broken  into  a 
sweat:  the  unexpectedness  of  the  pursuit  had 
taken  the  courage  out  of  him.  "Open  the 
door !  "  cried  John  King.  "  Open  the  door,  I 
say !  Open,  or  I  '11  kill  ye  when  I  get  this 
panel  in  !  "  Barnaby  felt  the  whole  mill  shake 
with  the  sailing-master's  strength.  He  ran  up 
the  ladder  to  the  loft;  he  was  a  little  cooler 
now.  Through  the  open  window  he  saw  the 
backs  of  the  three  at  the  door  below.  On  the 
floor  of  the  loft  by  the  hoisting-tackle  lay  a 
sack  of  barley-meal.  Catching  it  by  the  gath- 
ered throat,  he  dragged  it  to  the  window. 
"  Stand  oft^,  below,  or  I  '11  throw  this  sack  of 
barley-meal  upon  ye !  "  he  cried.  The  three 
were  straining  against  the  door  until  the  panels 
cracked ;  the  master's  mate  was  still  pounding 
at  the  staple.  The  three  heaved  together;  the 
oak  bar  cracked.  "  Stand  off"!  "  cried  Barnab), 
in  despair,  and  threw  down  the  sack  upon  them. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  of  meal 
done  up  in  a  heavy  sack,  with  twenty  feet 
to  fall,  gathering  momentum,  is  no  light  thing 
for  a  missile.  Down  rushed  the  barley-sack. 
The  throat-string  bursting  upon  the  sill,  out 
leaped  a  cloud  of  meal,  and,  like  a  fluff  of 
powder-smoke,  whirled  down  the  side  of  the 
windmill.  Still  half  full,  the  heavy  sack  fell 
fast  and  struck   the   three   men  squarely. 
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The  captain  of  the  jjiiaroons  went  down  on 
his  fiice  as  if  he  had  been  struck  by  a  maul ; 
the  master's  mate  was  under  him,  with  his  head 
in  the  barley-sack.  'I'iie  i)uff  of  meal  had  caui^iit 
Tom  Scarlett  fair  upon  head  and  shoulders. 

Choked,  and  |)uffing  the  blinding  dust  in  gusts 
from  his  hair  and  beard.  King  scrambled,  cough- 
ing, to  his  feet,  and  groped  about  the  door. 
"  You  knave,"  he  cried,  "  I  '11  pay  ye  for  this  1  " 
and  cursing,  he  drew  a  pi.stol  from  his  belt, 
and  shook  the  meal  from  his  blinded  eyes  as 
he  cocked  the  firearm. 

"  But  look  out !  "  cried  Scarlett.  "  Look  out, 
there,  John !  "  and  he  ran  across  the  platform. 
*'  Quick,  there,  John;  put  by  thy  guns,  sink  the 
artillery!  Put  by,  I  say.  We  're  done;  the  jig 
is  up !  " 

Into  the  fort  came  the  provost-guard,  with 
the  sergeant  at  their  head. 

"What  means  this  riot,"  demanded  the  ser- 
geant, "  when  quiet  hath  been  promised  to  this 
town  ?  Neither  pillaging  is  countenanced,  nor 
quarrels  with  the  people.  Desist  here ;  surrender, 
and  give  up  thine  arms,  and  that  forthwith,  or  I 
will  fire  upon  ye." 

"  There  's  no  need  to  fire,"  said  Scarlett. 
"  I  surrender  my  arms ;  I  am  not  setting  up  for 
a  musketry-butt.  I  be  fond  o'  this  fleeting 
breath !  Don't  level  your  brass  carronades  at 
me;  I  surrender  myself  to  the  hand  of  the  law  !  " 
And  down  the  mill-stair  he  went,  knocking  the 
meal  from  his  clothes.  He  had  little  fear  of  his 
life;  the  times  were  far  too  disturbed  just  then 
for  deep  inquiry  into  a  man's  past. 

But  King  cried  out  furiously  :  "  Although  I 
am  arrested,  I  have  my  right  to  my  appren- 
tice still.  Take  that  boy  in  the  windmill;  the 
knave  is  bound  to  me." 

"  1  am  not,"  cried  Bamaby,  passionately. 
"  You  say  what  is  not  the  truth." 

"If  I  ever  lay  hands  on  you,  you  rogue," 
cried  John  King,  hoarsely,  "  I  w^ill  teach  you 
more  bitter  truths  than  you  ever  knew  in  your 
life.  The  knave  ran  away  from  me  in  April," 
he  said,  turning  to  the  sergeant,  "  and  hath  been 
in  hiding  here  ever  since.  I  call  on  you  to 
seize  him." 

"  I  will  seize  or  not  seize,  as  I  judge,"  said 
the  sergeant,  cjuietly.  "  I  '11  hale  ye  all  to  the 
Governor ;  he  '11  make  sharp  quittance  of  ye." 


"  Hale  me  to  the  (lovernor,"  exclaimed  King, 
defiantly.  "  I  have  called  on  ye  to  seize  that 
knave;  I  will  not  move  without  him.  The 
rogue  is  my  apj^rentic  e,  and  1  know  my  rights 
to  lay  my  hanil  to  a  runaway  wherever  I  may 
find  him." 

"  Naught  of  rights  or  wrongs  do  I  ken," 
said  the  provost-sergeant,  sharply.  "  I  ken  this 
much :  ye  may  hold  your  tongue ;  and  I  com- 
mend ye  to  hold  it  tight;  that  's  all.  As  to 
the  rest,  ye  will  see  as  ye  will  see ;  't  will  be 
as  the  Governor  pleases."  Here  he  turned  to 
the  windmill.  "  Come  down  from  the  loft 
there,  boy  !  "  he  shouted. 

Bamaby  leaned  out.  "  Nay,  must  I  come 
down,  sir  ?  "  he  asked  piteously. 

"  Ay,"  said  the  sergeant,  curdy.  "  Have  I 
not  said  as  much  ?  " 

"  Ye  '11  not  let  them  lay  their  hands  on 
me  ?  " 

"  I  '11  crack  this  spontoon  over  the  head  of 
the  man  who  ofters  to.  Come  down.  Be  quick ; 
I  have  no  time  to  waste." 

So,  with  a  heart  like  lead,  poor  Bamaby  came 
down  from  the  windmill  loft. 

Chapter  XXXVII. 

IN    THE    governor's   COURT. 

A  WEEK  had  come  and  gone  since  that  day 
of  New  Amsterdam's  surrender.  To  New  Am- 
sterdam it  had  been  but  six  days  of  life  and 
official  stir ;  but  to  Bamaby  Lee  it  had  been  an 
age  of  uncertainty  and  despair:  for  instantly 
upon  his  appearance  before  the  Governor,  John 
King  had  laid  claim  to  Bamaby  as  his  runaway 
apprentice,  and  had  set  his  defense  for  attacking 
the  mill  in  the  plea  that  he  was  only  seeking  his 
own. 

"  The  boy  is  my  apprentice,"  he  said.  "  He 
has  been  runaway  since  last  .■\])ril.  I  have  been 
deprived  of  his  services,  and  I  demand  my 
rights." 

It  was  the  court  of  Governor  Nicolls,  held  in 
the  Stad  Huis  council-chamber,  which  looked 
out  upon  the  Perel  Straat  and  the  ships  at 
Coenties  Slip.  The  chamber  was  not  a  large 
room,  but  was  dignified  by  usage  for  affairs  of 
state  and  judgments.  At  the  end  toward  the 
south,  with  his  back  to  the  bay,  the  Governor 
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sat  u])on  n  platform  a  little  raised  above  the 
rest,  with  tall  oak  chairs,  and  a  strong,  carved 
desk  and  table  for  his  papers.  At  his  right 
were  the  burgomeisters,  the  sheriff,  and  the 
schepens,  on  high-backed  benches  of  plain- 
carved  oak,  with  cushions  of  russet  leather, 
which  on  Sundays  served  to  furnish  ease  to  long 
hours  in  the  state  pews  in  the  church.  At  the 
left  the  parties  to  the  case  were  seated  upon 
common  benches,  with  uncarved  backs,  and 
cushionless.  Upon  one  long  bench  were  the 
witnesses  from  the  crew  of  the  Ragged  Staff,  as 
bronzed  and  bearded  a  netful  of  rogues  and 
burly  scalawags  as  ever  was  pinched  in  Pick- 
Thatch  Lane  or  the  purlieus  of  TurnbuU  Alley. 
Before  them,  upon  a  bench,  alone,  sat  the  pris- 
oner. The  captain  of  this  crew  of  cut-throats, 
John  King  the  picaroon,  sat  on  a  chair  to  which 
the  rascal  somehow  lent  a  dignity,  for,  though  a 
false  and  truculent  scoundrel,  a  bully  and  a 
braggart,  when  put  to  a  pinch  where  presence 
and  wit  might  serve  to  carry  the  point,  he  had 
a  certain  courage  of  his  own,  and  bore  him- 
self in  a  cool,  bold  way,  the  serene  audacity 
of  which  had  more  than  once  puzzled  the 
shrewdest. 

He  had  arrayed  himself  for  the  occasion, 
with  somewhat  unusual  and  surprising  good 
taste,  in  a  plain  but  rich  dark  suit  of  plush  and 
a  handsomely  embroidered  waistcoat  of  silk. 
He  had  combed  his  unkempt  hair,  was  clean- 
shaven, and  wore  the  air  of  an  adventurer  or 
trader  who  made  laws  to  suit  his  own  fancy 
when  out  of  the  reach  of  authority,  but  always 
kept  within  bounds  when  at  home,  in  a  quasi- 
respectable  manner.  His  huge,  parrot-beaked 
nose  and  long,  underhung  jaw  stamped  him  no 
common  rascal.  Richard  Nicolls  looked  at 
him  with  more  than  common  scrutiny.  Himself 
the  son  of  a  barrister  of  some  note,  and  a  man 
of  wide  experience  as  a  student  of  men,  a 
courtier,  a  soldier,  and  an  exile,  he  was  not  to 
be  easily  hoodwinked  by  the  bland  smile  of 
a  villain  ;  and  speaking  Spanish,  Dutch,  and 
French  as  well  as  he  spoke  English,  ca])able, 
resolute,  honest,  intelligent,  fond  of  fair  play,  he 
was  ready  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  things  with 
illumining  penetration.  Above  medium  height, 
of  fine,  stately  presence,  well-bred,  fair,  open, 
soldierly  face,  with  sparkling,  deep-set  gray  eyes. 
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and  a  mouth  that  was  firm  but  kind,  he  seemed 
the  just  judge,  the  fair  advocate,  the  judicious 
seeker  of  facts. 

King,  to  tell  the  truth  frankly,  bore  his  pene- 
trating scrutiny  unusually  well,  with  com])OSure 
without  bravado,  and  the  plain  look  of  an  hon- 
est man  who,  by  some  ill-advised  blunder,  has 
got  himself  into  a  kettle  of  fish  and  wishes  him- 
self well  out  of  it.  By  times  he  looked  at  the 
English  arms  which  were  nailed  upon  the  wall, 
by  times  he  gazed  at  the  Governor,  and  by  times 
looked  out  at  the  window.  The  common  stocks 
and  the  whipping-post  were  in  plain  view  out 
of  the  Avindow ;  but  he  did  not  long  hold 
his  glance  upon  them:  they  inspired  unpleasant 
thoughts. 

Overhead,  in  the  cupola,  the  Stad  Huis  bell 
was  still  ringing ;  the  long  bell-rope  flapped  up 
and  down  through  the  hole  in  the  boards  below ; 
Johannes  Nevius,  who  had  charge  of  the  library 
of  the  law,  had  brought  his  leather-bound  vol- 
umes and  stacked  them  upon  the  table;  the 
clerks  were  there  with  ink  and  quill ;  the  fresh- 
turned  hour-glass  was  running.  "  Oyes,  oyes  !  " 
cried  the  bailiff,  from  his  stand  behind  the  pris- 
oner. With  a  touch  of  the  tape  and  the  mum- 
ming which  opens  the  lips  of  law,  the  provincial 
court  was  opened  with  the  case  of  "  said  Com- 
plainant, who  doth  aver  that  the  Prisoner  is  his 
bounden  Apprentice,  and  herein  offereth  Testi- 
mony that  may  Substantiate  said  Claim." 

"  Sirs,  your  Excellency  and  your  Honors : 
I  respectfully  submit  that  my  name  is  Temper- 
ance Pyepott,  of  Virginia — "  Thus  said  Captain 
John  King,  with  a  deep  and  placatory  bow  to 
Governor  Richard  Nicolls  and  the  benchful 
of  magistrates.  The  magistrates  eloquently 
swelled  their  maroon-colored  velvet  breasts,  set 
finger  to  ruffled  waistcoat  and  cuff,  sat  up, 
looked  wise,  were  gratified  ;  but  Richard  Nicolls 
trimmed  his  eye  under  the  corner  of  his  eye- 
lid and  sailed  a  little  closer  to  the  captain's 
breeze.  "  I  subsist  by  honest  trading  in  these 
])rovinces,"  continued  King,  in  the  blunt,  plain 
manner  he  had  assumed.  Now,  honest  traders 
do  not  declare  that  they  are  honest  traders. 
Richard  Nicolls  rubbed  his  chin  and  trimmed 
his  eye  again,  and  laid  his  finger  on  that  point. 
He  did  not  like  King's  crafty  mouth  —  it  seemed 
a  whit  too  smug ;  and  his  eye   had  a  way  of 
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swiftly  glancing  aroinnl  the  room  and  coming 
back  to  its  first  view-point  before  one  had 
quite  detected  the  motion.  "  I  am  a  plain, 
iiard-working  mariner,"  said  King,  "  and  this 
boy  is  my  bound  apprentice.  He  hath  served 
me  four  year  as  cabin-boy ;  he  hath  three  year 
more  to  serve:  I  bring  witness  to  attest  it.  He 
was  bound  to  me  in  London-town." 

"  Vou,  of  course,  have  the  indentures  ?  " 

"Indentures?  Nay;  I  think  the  knave 
made  way  with  them,  or  they  have  been  stolen, 
sirs.  I  have  been  rol)bed  of  all  my  papers;  I 
have  been  dealt  with  very  hardly  ;  yet  I  do  not 
say  that  he  took  them." 

Xicolls  looked  at  the  speaker  sharply.  The 
fellow  seemed  honest,  nay,  (juite  magnanimous; 
yet  —  somehow  the  look  of  that  underhung 
jaw  made  the  Governor  eye  him  once  more 
with  inquisitive  scrutiny. 

'•  I  fell  in  with  his  father  at  Hancock's,  .sirs, 
or  else  't  was  Wynkin  Bradley's,  the  first  shop 
in  Pope's  Head  Alley,  in  Cornhill,  London- 
town.  'T  is  the  sign  of  the  Three  Bibles,"  said 
King.  "  Sure,  your  Honor  should  know  it  well: 
it  is  a  place  of  good  reputation,  frequented  of 
decent  men." 

For  the  life  of  him.  Governor  Nicolls  could 
not  resist  asking  the  question,  "  Were  you  given 
much  to  frequenting  it,  that  it  got  such  a  repu- 
tation ?  " 

King's  eyes  flashed  back  such  an  ugly  gleam 
that  the  Governor's  fingers  tightened  into  a 
suddenly  vise-like  grip  upon  a  roll  of  papers  in 
them.  "  Mm-hm  !  "  mused  he.  "  My  sweet  Sir 
Sheep,  you  have  wolfs  teeth  under  your  wool. 
Don't  show  them  here,  good  friend,  or  I  '11  pull 
them ! " 

Perceiving  the  threat  in  the  Governor's  eyes, 
the  wily  rascal  changed  his  tack,  and  turned  his 
scowl  of  malevolence  into  an  obsequious  calm, 
not  altogether  with  success.  "  Your  Excel- 
lency, why  be  sarcastical  ?  "  he  asked,  with  an 
injured  air.  "To  be  sure,  sir,  you  have  the 
right  to  be,  for  the  might  makes  the  right  of 
things  here,  and  I  am  only  a  sailoring-man,  a 
hard-working,  hard-used  mariner.  Yet  I  have 
some  rights,  sirs,  and  I  know  them.  This  boy 
is  my  apprentice,  and  I  have  the  right  to  have 
him.  A  man  has  a  right  to  his  apprentice 
wherever  he  may  find  him  ;  and  I  have  the  right 


also  to  be  paid  in  full  for  all  the  lime  liiey 
have  kept  him  from  me,  at  the  rate  of  a  shil- 
ling and  sixpence  the  day,  for  the  boy  is  an 
able  hand." 

There  was  justice  in  his  demands;  this  Ciov- 
emor  Nicolls  knew.  Barnaby's  story  stood 
alone  against  the  mass  of  testimony.  There  was 
probably  not  one  apprentice  in  ten  but  w(nild 
deny  his  apprenticeshij)  if,  on  running  away,  he 
was  dragged  into  court.  One  by  one,  John 
King's  witnesses  had  reaffirmed  King's  claim. 
Jack  Glasco,  the  sailing-master's  mate,  was  the 
first  who  had  testified  ;  after  him  Manuel  Pinto, 
a  renegade  Portuguese  sailor.  To  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  belief  they  had  both  of 
them  testified  that  Bamaby  had  been  cabin-boy 
on  board  the  Ragged  Staff,  apprenticed  to  her 
captain  by  his  father,  a  London  tailor,  who 
dwelt  in  a  mews  off  Pope's  Head  Alley.  That 
was  all  they  knew  further  than  that  the  knave 
had  served  but  four  years  and  so  still  had  three 
years  more  to  serve. 

Both  men  were  deep  in  their  cups,  and 
caused  so  much  disturbance  among  the  other 
witnesses  that  w'hen  they  had  testified  under 
oath  they  w^ere  sharply  dismissed  from  court, 
and  ordered  to  their  shipping  under  penalty  of 
the  stocks. 

The  testimony  of  all  the  rest  was  much  to 
the  same  end.  There  were  examined  that  day 
Andrew  Hume,  of  St.  Catherine's,  William 
Ford,  of  Limehouse,  Richard  Barnard,  of  Hull, 
in  York,  all  able  mariners ;  and  John  Johnson, 
of  St.  Botolj^h's,  .Vldgate,  the  cook  of  the  Ragged 
Staff.  Not  one  of  these  had  been  of  the  crew 
for  more  than  two  years  at  most,  but  all  avowed 
with  alacrity,  born  of  hot  brandy  and  sugar,  that 
Bamaby  Lee  was  apprenticed  to  Captain  Tem- 
perance Pyepott,  had  served  four  years,  had 
three  more  to  serve,  and  that  his  time  was 
worth  full  a  shilling  and  sixpence  the  day,  as 
an  able  mariner's  boy. 

A  little  hush  fell  on  the  court-room  while  the 
secretaries  wrote.  Sick  to  the  bottom  of  his 
heart,  Bamaby  looked  at  the  Ciovernor.  Nicolls 
could  scarce  help  a  thrill  of  compassion  at  see- 
ing the  boy's  moved  face.  But  testimony  is 
testimony,  and  there  seemed  no  way  to  imjieach 
it.  Bamaby,  on  his  little  bench,  felt  very  much 
alone ;  he  had  never  before  in  all  his  life  felt  so 
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Utterly  forsaken.  There  was  not  in  the  room 
a  soul  that  he  knew.  Out  of  the  window  beside 
him  he  saw  the  church  which  stood  on  the  hills 
beyond  Brooklyn,  and  the  roofs  of  the  little  vil- 
lage lying  peacefully  in  the  sun.  He  heard  the 
ship-watch  singing  upon  the  vessels  in  the  har- 
bor. The  songs  which  the  English  sing  are 
gay,  but  these  Dutch  were  melancholy.  A  jnn- 
nace  had  just  cast  anchor  below  the  finger-])Ost. 
There  was  a  party  of  gentlemen  in  her,  and  a 
dog  that  was  baying  hoarsely.  Two  wherries 
were  racing  out  from  shore.  He  could  hear  the 
boatmen  calling,  and  the  gentlemen  on  board 
the  pinnace  laughing  and  crying  out  to  the 
boatmen.  Then  the  company  all  embarked  in 
the  wherries,  and  clapping  their  hands,  raced  to 
the  landing,  and  vanished  behind  the  colony 
warehouse. 

On  the  glass  of  the  window  some  idler's  hand 
had  cut  the  arms  of  New  Amsterdam,  with 
beaver  and  star,  shield  and  crest;  nor  was  it 
badly  cut.  It  seemed  .strange  to  the  boy,  in  a 
dull,  stunned  way,  that  the  fragile  glass  had 
stood  in  its  place  while  an  empire  had  fallen 
into  the  dust. 

There  was  a  noise  of  feet  upon  the  council- 
chamber  stair  and  much  confusion  in  the  hall- 
way, then  voices  asking  this  and  that;  and 
then  the  door  of  the  chamber  opened,  disclosing 
a  cluster  of  gentlemen  standing  in  the  entry, 
staring  into  the  court-room  with  curious,  confi- 
dent faces.  There  was  something  of  inspiration 
in  the  touch  of  their  confident  air.  The  captain 
of  the  picaroons  looked  up  with  a  scowl  not  one 
of  welcome.  His  case  was  near  out,  he  carried 
the  day,  and  was  irritated  by  interruption  ;  at  any 
rate,  what  business  had  any  one  interrupting 
here  ? 

"  His  Excellency  Charles  Calvert,  Governor 
of  Maryland,  the  esteemed,  the  honorable ! " 
said  the  usher. 

The  plaintiff  looked  out  at  the  tail  of  his  eye, 
and  all  at  once  a  shadow  seemed  to  fall  on  his 
confident  face.  Otherwise  his  countenance  was 
in  no  wise  discomposed.  His  mouth  was  firm 
and  serene  as  before. 

The  first  who  entered  the  court-room  door 
was  the  Governor  of  Maryland.  With  him  were 
Masters  Marmaduke  Tilden,  Thomas  Nottly, 
Baker  Brooke,  Henry  Sewall,  his  secretary,  and 


Master  Robert  Vaughan,  captain  of  St.  Mary's 
Band  of  Fusileers  and  Artillery.  With  them 
were  also  Simeon  Drew,  Master  Cecil  Langford 
and  some  other  very  pretty  gentlemen  —  a  strong 
and  handsome  party. 

Governor  Nicolls,  as  soon  as  he  became 
aware  of  who  was  waiting  upon  his  court,  came 
down  from  his  seat  to  meet  Master  Charles 
Calvert,  and  with  excellent  dignity  made  him 
welcome.  "  Ye  do  my  courts  much  honor," 
he  said,  "by  attending  them  in  person." 

"  Nay,  sir,"  said  Master  Calvert.  "  We  are 
honored  by  attendance.  I  avow  that  I  hang  my 
head,  sir,  with  shame,  for  coming  so  late  in 
response  to  your  call  for  colonial  assistance  in 
reducing  this  port  to  the  English  crown.  Bor- 
der warfare  of  our  own  hath  compelled  our 
presence  at  St.  Mary's ;  my  hands  were  so  full 
that  I  had  none  to  lend." 

"  Don't  trouble  yourself  on  that  score ;  we 
easily  prevailed." 

"Faith,  sir,  I  see  the  evidence  of  it;  you 
have  turned  these  Dutch  into  English  as  a  lady 
turns  a  glove  on  her  hand." 

Richard  Nicolls  smiled  and  shrugged  his 
shoulders.  "  They  turned  themselves  English, 
I  trow." 

"  Well,  I  thought  that  my  aid  would  prove 
Newcastle  coals,"  said  Governor  Calvert,  shortly 
after;  "but  conscience  would  nothing  but  leap 
and  prance  until  I  had  paid  you  my  respects. 
Even  so  I  might  have  been  derelict  had  not  my 
cousin  insisted.  Ye  remember  him,  Philip 
Calvert;  you  were  acquainted  at  Brest."  He 
turned  his  face  with  a  casual  air  and  looked 
around  the  court-room. 

He  was  thin,  and  his  face  was  a  trifle  pale; 
though  a  little  touched  with  color  and  smoothed 
with  soft  rice-powder,  there  was  pallor  under 
the  color.  He  stood  with  one  shoulder  sunk ;  his 
long,  fine,  glossy  black  hair  hung  down  in  curls 
upon  his  shoulders,  tied  back  with  a  gay,  bright, 
cherry-red  ribbon,  as  it  was  on  the  morning 
when  Barnaby  first  saw  him  in  Maryland.  His 
coat  and  breeches  were  blue  and  silver,  and  he 
had  a  smart  cocked  hat  in  his  hand. 

"  That  's  a  charming  face,"  he  said,  staring  at 
Captain  John  King. 

The  light  lay  fair  on  the  picaroon's  face,  and 
he  eyed   the  Governor  of  Maryland  with  the 
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bold   serenity    and    composed    demeanor   that  with  the  rapidity  of  the  Calverts  when  they  were 

had   imposed   upon   many  as  shrewd   a  man.  in  earnest,  or  equal  the  incisive  directness  and 

His   eyes    for   the   instant    stood    steady  ;    he  clarity  of  their  language.     It  had  a  quality  all 

twisted  his  fingers  a  little.  its  own,  a  luminous  insistence  upon  the  point  at 

Then  Calvert  turned  to  Nicolls  and  laid  his  issue,  a  neglect  of  all  the  rest,  convincing  in  its 

hand  upon  his  arm  with  an  odd,  evading  look  argument,  persuasive  in  its  feeling, 
in  his  eye — one  had  almost  said  it  was  shame-         Nicolls  started,  listened,  stared.      "You  do 

faced.     He   bit  his   lip  till   the   blood   came ;  not  say !     By  gad  !  the  rogue,  the  dirty  thief  of 

then  with  deepest  seriousness  began  to  speak  the  world !  "     And  then,  "  Why,  surely,  here  's 

in  a  very  low  tone,  and  with  a  rapidity  that  the  case  itself,"  said  he.    "  Come  up  and  manage 

almost  baffled  his  hearer ;  for  few  could  speak  as  ye  please ;  here  's  my  assurance  to  ye,  sir !  " 

( To  be  continued. ) 


"WilV    DOES    n't     somebody    BRING    ME    A    VALENTINE? 


<^^aiuAe/  a/HcC.&ci(ynC(^ 


^I'^.v 


IN   SPITE  OF  THE  COLD. 

It  is  hard  work,  as  well  as  lots  of  fun,  to 
build  a  snow  man.  I  was  convinced  of  that 
by  helping  the  young  folks  with 
the  seven  big  balls  of  snow  that 
they  had  rolled  and  rolled  till 
even  three  large  boys  at  one  ball 
could  n't  move  it  over  again  with- 
out my  help. 

We  piled  the  balls,  and  then 
modeled  them  with  a  shingle  and 
a  long-handled  iron  spoon  to  make 
legs,  body,  and  head.  Then  we 
fastened  on  the  arms,  and  put  bits 
of  charcoal  on  one  side  of  the 
"  head  "  ball  to  make  eyes,  nose, 
and  mouth. 

The  thermometer  said  it  was 
cold  —  very  cold  ;  but  evidently 
none  of  us,  so  far  as  our  actions 


or  feelings  showed,  agreed  with  the  thermome- 
ter. Neither  was  there  any  suggestion  of  cold 
in  the  frolics  of  the  jolly  and  well-clothed 
young    folks,   that    I   watched    later   from    my 
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THE    QLAII.    ENJOY    A     SirNNV    AND 
SHELTERED     RETREAT. 


-.V>r 


study    window,    in    their    coasting, 
snow-balling,  and  skating,  on  the  hillside 


had  been  taking  place  in  rabbit- 
land  that  morning. 

B-r-r-r-r — and  a  covey  of  (juail, 
in  tlieir  flight  from  a  ckimp  of 
grasses  and  sedges,  fairly  made 
me  jump.  They  flew  across  the 
field  and  floated  with  wings  out- 
spread, alighting  a  i^w  on  the 
wall,  and  others  beyond  on  the 
ground  amcmg  the  white  birches 
and  alders.  There  were  plentv  of 
seeds  for  f(Kxi  on  tlie  near-by 
weeds.  The  well-trodden  snow 
in  the  miniature  cave  under  the 
tore  and  weeds,  and  the  tracks  in 
every  direction,  told  of  comfort 
and  enjoyment  in  spite  of  the 
cold. 
I  crossed  the  field  and  went  down  through 


on    two  occasions    I    had    taken    a    musk-rat 
house   to  pieces  "  to  see   how   it   was   made." 


by  the  forest,  and  on  the  bit  of  very  smooth  ice    the  ravine  to  the  swamp.     Only  a  few  mounds 
in  the  "  hollow,"  not  far  from  my  home.  of  snow   on    the    meadow   pond,  but    I    knew 

So  I  started  for  the  woods,  to  see  how  the    how  much  they  meant  to   the  musk-rats;  for 
four-footed     animals    and    birds    were    spend- 
ing their  time   in  the   February  snow.     Verj- 
much  Hke  the  young  folks,  I  found  —  for 
they  were  well  protected  and  having  a  good 
time.     One  rabbit  bounded  along  in  the 
path  ahead  of  me  into  a  pile  of  brush,  and 
another  into  a  cozy  hole  in  an  old  stone 
wall.     The  crisscross  tracks  and  the  larger 
impressions    in    the   snow    told    of   other 
rabbits    that    had    been    chasing    and 
jumping  in   every   direction.     So  it 
has    required     only     a     photo- 
graph    and    a    little     im- 
agination,   based     on     the 
evidence  of  the  tracks,  for 
our  artist  to  show  us  what 
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The  muskrats  can  easily  swim  under  the 
ice  to  the  hole ;  that  is  their  door  to  the 
outer   world.     They  spend 
the  greater  part  of  their  time  , 
lying  above  the  water 
under  the  snow-cov- 
ered   dome,   that 


THE  HAPPY  BIRDS 
UNDER  AND  ABOL'T 
THE  SNOW-COVERED 
BRANCHES  OF  AN 
EVERGREEN-TREE. 


[  made  of  coarse 

grasses,  small 
branches,  and 
bits  of  drift- 
wood or  other  similar  material,  all  cemented 
together  with  mud.  The  top  of  this  house  is 
usually  about  two  to  three  feet  above  the  water. 
The  shelf,  or  floor,  making  what  we  may  call 
the  "  bed,"  is  supported  by  sticks  stuck  endwise 
into  the  mud. 

Farther  down  the  ravine  was  a  snow-covered 
evergreen.  The  lower  branches  and  the  ground 
were  almost  entirely  free  from  snow.  This 
formed  an  ideal  retreat  for  the  birds.  A  few 
that  flew  up  from  the  snow,  and  more  that  rose 
from  the  ground  and  lower  branches,  told  of 
happy  times  on  this  sunny  but  cold  February 
day.  In  some  places  near  by  it  was  evident 
that  the  birds  had  dashed  into  the  snow  and 
thrown  it  around,  just  as  in  summer  you  have 
often  seen  birds  throw  the  sand  in  a  road. 
In  many  other  observations  on  that  walk  I 


found  evidences  of  Na- 
ture's kind  care  for  her 
children.  They  may  suffer 
at  times,  but  she  has  pro- 
vided them  with  fur  or 
feathers  especially  warm 
for  the  winter,  and  with 
many  cozy  retreats.  On 
stormy  days  the  l)irds  and 
four-footed  animals  keep 
close  within  doors;  but 
they  have  their  frolics,  like 
the  young  folks,  when  the 
weather  is  pleasant,  even  if 
it  is  cold. 

A  lengthwise  section   of 
one  of  the  many  buds  from 
a    maple    branch    showed 
under  the  microscope  that 
the  flower  is  all  complete, 
ready  to  expand    and  ap- 
pear on  the  first  warm  days 
of  spring.      Around   the   miniature   but    well- 
formed  flower  are  protecting  waterproof  scales 
with  cottony  linings  between  them. 

Some  buds  have  not  only  this  soft  lining  be- 
tween the  scales,  but  the  entire  bud  is  fur-covered 
with  soft  hairs.  Some  others  have  a  coat  of  gum. 
And  so  I  learned  from  these  observations, 
and  many  others  that  may  be  made  in  Feb- 
ruary, that  Mother  Nature  has  various  methods 
of  protection  for  her  children  —  all  the  way 
from  the  well-clothed  young  folks  to  the  buds 
on  shrubs  and  trees  down  in  the  swamp. 


BUDS  ON  MAPLE  TWIGS,  AND  A  MAGNIFIED  VIEW  OF  A  VERTICAL 
SKCTION  OF  ONE  OF  THESE  BUDS,  SHOWING  THE  COTTONY-LINED 
LAYERS   AROUND   THE    FLOWER    IN    THE    INTERIOR. 
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HOW    INSECTS  SEE. 


Last  month  wc  found  out  about 
rligig-beetles  so  often 
seen  even  in  very  cold 
weather  in  an  open 
space  in  brook  or  pond 
— "  tlie  sprighth'est  bit 
of  Hfe  in  all  the  win- 
ter landscape."  You 
readily  recall  the  illustration  of  the 
queer  double  set  of  compound  eyes, 
— one  set  for  seeing  upward  and  the 
other  downward,  —  for  the  little  bee- 
tle spends  much  of  its  time  darting 
about  on  the  surface  of  the  water, 
and  must  be  on  the  lookout  for  ene- 
mies in  the  air  and  in  the  water. 

"  But  what  is  a  compound  eye,  and 
how  do  this  and  other  insects  see?  " 


1  (-\t 


WORKFK     HONEY- 
BEE. 


GREATL\  MAGNIFIED 
VIEW  OF  FRONT  AND 
TOP  OF  HEAD  OF  WORK- 
ER HONEY-BEE. 

(Shows  the  large  com- 
pound eyes, —  one  on 
each  side  of  the  head, — 
and  the  three  simple 
eyes  between  them  on  the  upper 


part  of  the  head.) 


THE  SIX-SIDED  FACETS  CLEARLY  SHOWN  IN  A  GREATLY  MAGNI- 
FIED SECTION  OF  THE  COMPOUND  EYE  OF  A  FLY  THAT  GREATLY 
RESEMBLES   A   HONEY-BEE. 


our  thoughtful  young  observers  probablv  in- 
quired when  they  read  the  article. 

Nearly  all  insects  have  one  pair  of  com- 
pound eyes,  with  which  our  young  folks  are 
familiar  as  the  large,  bulging,  glistening  objects 
on  the  sides  of  the  heads.  In  the  dragon-fly, 
grasshopper,  and  even  the  common  house-fly, 
these  eyes  are  very  conspicuous.  You  recog- 
nize this  organ  at  once  as  an  eye ;  but  when 
you  come  to  examine  it  with  a  pocket-micro- 
scope, or  even  very  carefully  without  any  magni- 
fying aid,  you  readily  see 
that  this  eye  is  very  differ- 
ent from  that  of  larger 
animals.  The  surface  is 
divided  into  a  large  num- 

,  .........  A     BEE-1  1  V. 

ber  of  six-sided  divisions, 
called  facets.  We  see  that  what  at  first  ap- 
peared to  be  a  single  eye  is  really  an  organ 
composed  of  hundreds — yes,  in  many  cases 
even  thousands— of  eyes,  and  is  therefore 
called    a   compound    eye. 

In  addition  to  this  pair  of  large  compound 
eyes,  there  are,  in  many  full-grown  insects, 
simple  eyes,  in  number  from  one  to  four,  be- 
tween the  compound  eyes.  The  most  common 
number  is  three,  so  arranged  that  imaginary 
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lines  connecting  them  would  form  a 

triany;lt'.     It  is  supposed  by  scientific 

pfople  that  "  these  simple  eyes  are 
useful  in  dark  places 
and  for  near  vision." 

It  is  very  difficult  for 
us  to  understand  how 
things  appear  to  an  in- 
sect with  the  many  parts 
of  the  compound  eyes 
pointing  in  every  direc- 
tion. Just  try  to  imagine 
yourself  flying  through 

'■t.ZV-''%.V.  a  room  and  seeing  the 

■^■-^-  four    walls,   floor,    and 

ceilingallat  the  same  time  and  equally 

well.     And   yet   the   insect  probably 

does  n't  see  anything  as  clearly  and 

as  distinctly  as  we  do.    Perhaps  things 

are  in  a  blur,  as  this  page  would  be  to 

you  held  ten  feet  away.    Or  hold  both 

'  .  .  .  SECTION    OF    THE    EYE     OF    MOUKNING    HORSE-FLY    (TabanUS   atratus),    SOME- 

hands  m  front  of   you   about  two  feet     times   called   black    breeze   or   gadfly,   greatly    magnified,     six-sided 

,  ,  ,        '  1  FACETS     KEADILY     SEEN. 

apart.      Look  at  one  and  you  can  see 

dimly  the  other — about  as  clearly  as  the  insect  directly,  you  can  tell  accurately  whether  it  is 
sees  everything.  Although  you  do  not  see  in  motion  or  at  rest.  You  can  also  tell  its 
clearly  the  hand  at  wliich  you  are  not  looking     color.     Although  the  insect  sees  things  vaguely, 

it  likewise  can  accurately  and  instantly 
detect  motion  and  distinguish  colors. 

The  dragon-fly  has  very  large  com- 
pound eyes  with  over  twenty-five  thou- 
sand facets.  If  you  have  ever  tried  to 
get  near  one  or  to  catch  it  in  a  net, 
you    doubtless   fully   agree   with   scien- 


imourning  horse-fly. 


GREATLY    MAc;NIHED    VIF.W    OF    A    I'AKT    OF   THE    EVE   OF    A   DYTISCUS. 

(This  was  photographed  in  a  microscope.  The  light  used  was  from  a 
lamp.  The  flame  shows  faintly  repeated  in  the  facets.  Examine  with  a 
reading-glass,  and  you  can  see  the  six-sided  divisions  between  the  facets.) 


tific  grown-up  folks  that  it  can  see  better 
than  any  other  of  our  insects.  Even  the 
insects  that  see  so  dimly  and  in  a  blur 
are  better  off  than  many  lower  forms  of 
animal  life  —  forms  that  have  no  eyes, 
only  a  sensitiveness  to  light  and  darkness 
of  the  same  nature  as  that  of  plants. 
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HOW   TO  SEARCH    FOR  SECRETS. 

I  HAVK  been  reading  a  very  interesting  book, 
entitled  "  Secrets  of  the  Woods,"  by  William  J. 
Long,  who  is  well  known  to  our  young  folks 
as  a  frequent  contributor  to  this  department. 
What  he  has  to  say  in  the  preface  to  his  new 
book  I  am  sure  is  valuable  advice  to  all  hunt- 
ers for  nature's  secrets. 

Perhaps  the  real  reason  why  we  see  so  little  in  the 
woods  is  the  way  we  go  through  them  —  talking,  laugh- 
ing, rustling,  smashing  twigs,  disturbing  the  peace  of 
the  solitudes  by  what  must  seem  strange  and  uncouth 
noises  to  the  little  wild  creatures.  They,  on  the  other 
hand,  slip  with  noiseless  feet  through  their  native  coverts, 
shy,  silent,  listening,  more  concerned  to  hear  than  to  be 
heard,  loving  the  silence,  hating  noise,  and  fearing  it,  as 
they  fear  and  hate  their  natural  enemies. 

We  would  not  feel  comfortable  if  a  big  barbarian  came 
into  our  quiet  home,  broke  the  door  down,  whacked  his 
war-club  on  the  furniture,  and  whooped  his  battle-yell. 
We  could  hardly  be  natural   under  the  circumstances. 
Our  true  dispositions  would  hide  themselves.      We  might 
even  vacate  the  house  bodily.     Just  so  wood  folk.     Only 
as  you  copy  their  ways  can  you  expect  to  share  their  life 
and  their  secrets.     And  it  is  astonishing  how  little  the 
shyest  of  them  fears   you  if  you  but  keep  silence  and 
avoid    all    excitement, 
even    of    feeling;    for 
they   understand    your 
feeling  quite  as  mucli 
as  your  action. 

That  is  another  point 
to  remember :  all  the 
wood  folk  are  more 
curious  about  you  than 
you  are  about  them. 
Sit  down  quietly  in  the 
woods  anywhere,  and 
your  coming  will  oc- 
casion the  same  stir 
that  a  stranger  makes 
in  a  Xew  England  hill 
town.      Control    your 


curiosity,  and  soon  their  curiosity  gets  beyond  control; 
they  must  come  to  find  out  who  you  are  and  what  you 
are  doing.  Then  you  have  the  advantage ;  for  while 
their  curiosity  is  being  satisfied  they  forget  fear,  and 
show  you  many  curious  bits  of  tlieir  life  that  you  will 
never  discover  otherwise. 

It  is  well,  too,  for  our  observer-hunters  to 
keep  in  mind  this  advice  from  John  Burroughs: 

It  is  the  heart  that  sees  more  than  the  mind.  To 
love  Nature  is  the  first  step  in  observing  her.  The  eye 
sees  quickly  and  easily  those  things  in  which  we  are 
interested. 

AN    "old    MAN"    VIEWS   THE    DASHING    WATERS. 

220  W.  Monument  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  saw  in  St.  Nicholas  a  re- 
quest  for  photographs   or  drawings   of  faces   found  in 
nature.      I   send  a  photograph  taken  at   Point   Ripley, 
Harrington,  Maine.  Yours  trulv, 

P.    II.    Gl.OVER. 


A      GROTESQUE,     ROCKY     "  FACE  "     O.N     THE     CLIFF     OVERHANGING    THE     RAPIDS. 
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a  natural  monument  to  a  famous  man. 

Newto.n  Center,  Mass. 
Df..\k  St.  Nicholas:  Acconling  to  your  request  in 
Si'.  Nlciloi..\s  of  September  for  pictures  of  rock  profiles, 


'GEORGE    WASHINGTON 


I  send  you  a  photograph  of  one  which  closely  resembles 
George  Washington.  The  profile  which  I  photographed 
is  part  of  a  boulder  on  Thorn  Mountain,  New  Hamp- 
shire. Yours  truly, 

Thurlow  S'.  Widger. 

"  rabbit  rock." 

Denver,  Coe. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  When  I  read,  on  page  1038 

in  the  September  number  of  Nature  and  Science,  the 

request  for  drawings  or  photographs  of  natural  resem- 

blnnces  in   rocks,  I  thought  that  some  of  the  readers  of 


St.  NiCHfiLAS  might  like  to  see  this  almost  perfect  re- 
semblance of  a  rabbit  in  rock.  I  took  the  picture  last 
summer  when  I  had  a  two  months'  vacation  at  Mount 
Wellington,  near  Lake  Wellington,  forty-nine  miles  from 
Denver.  "  Rabbit  Rock,"  as  it  is  called,  faces  Lake 
Wellington  from  across  the  road. 

I  wish  you  a  long  life.      I  am  always  impatient  to  get 
the  next  number. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Richard  de  Char.ms,  Jr. 

the  great  blue  heron. 

Sii-Mersworth,  N.  H. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  Canyoutellme  whatisthename 
of  a  queer  bird  that  I  saw  in  Minnesota?  It  was  about 
two  and  a  half  feet  long,  and  had  long  legs,  was  of  a 
gray-white  color,  and  its  cry  sounded  like  a  wild  goose's. 
I  could  not  find  anything  about  it. 

Warren  S.  Carter. 


(Hold  the 


p.ige  about  thre 
blance 


_;  feet  fr. 
is  more 


>ni  your  eyei  : 
striking. ) 


THE    GKKAT     BLUE     HERON. 

Dr.  Thomas  S.  Roberts,  an  authority  on  the 
birds  of  Minnesota,  writes  in  regard  to  this  bird 
as  follows: 

It  is  not  very  clear  just  what  bird  your  correspondent 
saw.  It  must  have  been  one  of  the  herons.  The  color 
would  suggest  the  black-crowned  night  heron,  which  is 
common  in  some  parts  of  Minnesota.  The  American 
bittern  is  not  "  gray-white  "  in  color.  Neither  of  these 
l)irds  is  quite  two  and  a  half  feet  in  length,  and  neither 
utters  any  sound  like  the  cry  of  a  wild  goose.  Taking  all 
things  together,  I  should  be  inclined  to  guess  that  the 
bird  was  the  great  blue  heron  {Aj-Jca  /lenniias),  although 
it  is  considerably  over  the  specified  length.  The  great 
blue  heron  is  common  throughout  various  parts  of  Min- 
nesota, nesting  here  and  there  in  colonies  in  the  tops 
of  tall  trees.  They  are  commonly  called  "  blue  cranes," 
but  incorrectly,  as  they  are  not  cranes  at  all.  Of  all  the 
herons  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  this  is  the  only  one 
that  utters,  at  times  when  on  its  feeding-grounds,  a  note 
resembling  the  call  of  the  wild  goose  (Canada  goose). 
There  is  a  great  slough  filled  with  seeds  and  wild  rice 
directly  in  front  of  the  house  where  I  write,  and  several 
dozen  of  these  great  birds  come  here  daily  from  a  heronry 
at  Lake  jNIinnetonka,  some  fifteen  miles  away,  to  fish. 
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Cfoiim  tlinuiszh 


NATURE    AND    SCIEXCK    1"(.)R    YOUNG    FOLKS 

MOLES  ARE  A  NUISANCE. 

RoMF.,   TtAI.V. 

Xiciim.AS:    Last  suninur,  in   tlie  Tyrol, 
tlic  fields  I  often  used  to  see  rows  and  row  s 
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FORE     PART    OF    A    MOLK  S    liODV. 

(Shows  the  pointed  head  for  pushing  through    the  soil,  and  the 
sharp  claws  and  broad  paws  for  digging. ) 

of  dead  moles  lying  there  with  their  tails  cut  off.  I  always 
felt  very  sorry  for  the  moles,  and  wondered  why  they 
were  killed  and  also  where  their  tails  had  gone.  I  also 
noticed  that  in  pretty  nearly  every  field  there  were  traps. 
On  inquiring,  I  was  told  that  the  Austrian  government 
had  offered  a  certain  sum  of  money  to  any  peasant  who 
should  kill  a  certain  number  of  moles  and  bring  their 
tails.  I  asked  a  good  many  people  if  it  was  true  that 
the  moles  injured  the  crops,  but  people  diflfered  in  their 
opinions  ;  so  I  thought  that  I  just  would  ask  St.  Nicho- 
las about  it,  as  there  I  am  sure  to  get  the  true  answer. 
Your  interested  reader, 

Laura  Astor  Chanler  (age  13). 

The  favorite  food  of  moles  is  worms  and 
ground  insects,  but  it  is  claimed,  on  good  au- 
thority, that  they  also  eat  garden  vegetables  and 
almost  any  soft  root.  In  some  Western 
States  the  boys  claim  that  the  moles  eat 
the  seed-corn  while  it  is  soft  and  sprouting 
in  May.  On  the  whole,  I  think  we  must 
admit  that  moles  are  a  nuisance.  They 
surely  are  nuisances  if  only  because  of  the 
ridges  they  make  across  the  lawns  from 
the  earth  puslied  up  to  make  the  tunnels 
a  few  inches  below  the  surface. 


uses  of  puffballs. 
The  Arlington,  Bethlehem,  N.  H. 
Dear   St.    Nicholas  :     I  like  St.   Nicho- 
las very  much.     I   am   thirteen  years  old. 
Every  spring  I  watch  the  birds.    My  sister,  a 
friend,  and  myself  have  a  place  on  the  edge  of 
the  woods  we  call  the  "Cove."     It  is  a  lovely 
place,  and  just  like  a  fairy's  court.    We  each  have 
special  places,  and  I  think  mine  is  the  best.    It  is 
a  rock  covered  with  moss,  and  back  of  it  I  have 
planted  violets  and  adder-tongues.     There  is  a 
tree  on  the  right  side  of  it,  and  on  my  friend's 
side  there  is  a  dead  tree  which  has  fallen  over  on 
to  my  tree. 


In  the  Si'.  Nicholas  there  was  an  article  about  \niff- 
l)alls.  I  always  called  them  "  smokeballs  "  ;  ])ut  it  makes 
no  (lifTercnce.  Well,  I  must  tell  you  that  you  ought  to 
lia\e  added  that  when  you  cut  yourself,  break  open  a 
sniokeball,  and  put  the  inside  over  the  cut ;  it  will  stop 
the  bleeding.  We  always  liave  some  in  the  house.  They 
arc  generally  found  in  damji  ground. 

\'our  new  friend, 

Emma  Isabell  Abbe. 

Shake  the  spores  from  a  ])ufrball  on  the  water 
in  a  tumbler,  and  then  put  y(nir  finger  down, 
even  to  the  bottom  of 
the  timibler.  If  care- 
fully (lone  your  finger 
will  not  be  wet.  The 
coating  of  spores  on 
your  finger  has  the 
effect  of  a  waterproof 
plaster.  This  quality 
of  the  spores  makes 
them  serviceable  in 
stanching  the  flow  of 
blood  from  a  wound. 

Hold  a  puffball 
several  minutes  under 
water,  and  then  see  if 
the  spores  are  still  dry  and  will  puff  out  in  the 
smoke  form.  Of  what  advantage  is  it  to  the 
puffball  to  have  the  spores  not  easily  affected 
by  water  ?     Who  will  send  us  an  answer  ? 


THE    PUrFBALL    SPORES    PREVENT 

THE    WATER    FROM     WETTING 

THE    FINGER. 


ILLUSTRATION    FROM 
C.   G.   LLOrC. 


THE  "liOVISTA    PILA"   PUFFBALL,  COMMONLY    L'SEU    FOK    STANCHING    BLOOD. 


'a  heading  FOK  FEBRUARY."   bY  GUSTAVUS  E.  R.  MICHELSoN,  AGE  l6.   (CASH  PRIZE.) 


Oh,  little  month  so  brief  and  drear, 
What  honored  names  are  thine! 

Our  Washington  and  Lincoln  dear, 
And  siood  St.  Valentine. 


With  February  we  begin  to  look  forward 
and  Thanksgiving  have  passed  into  history. 


Vacation 
Christmas 
and  holidays  are  tar 
enough  behind  to 
become  only  pleas- 
ant memories,  and 
in  the  midst  of  blast 
and  blizzard  and 
bleak  far-lying  suns 
we  begin  to  picture 
green  hillsides  and 
to  dream  of  pleas- 
ant lanes.  Vet  it  is 
good  to  buffet  the 
head  wind  and  the 
snow.  It  makes 
the  blood  tingle  and 
the  muscles  throb 
with  renewed  life. 
It  is  good  to  hear 
the  crackle  of  the 
open  fire  when  night 
gathers  along  the 
fields.  There  is  so 
much  happiness  in 
every  season,  if  we  will  only  take  a  little  time  to  realize 
it  as  we  go  along,  and  not  live  only  in  anticipation  of  joy 
to  come,  or  in  regretting  the  half-valued  days  that  will 
not  be  lived  over.  Let  us  prize  brief,  stormy  little  Feb- 
ruary—she has  done  so  much  for  us  all. 


HEADING     FOR     FEBRUARY. 

AGE     15. 


A    NEW    COMPETITION. 

Now  that  we  are  well  into  our  third  year,  and  have 
so  many  active  chapters,  the  League  editor  has  decided 
to  have  one  competition  for  chapters  only.  It  will  be 
an  "  Entertainment  Competition,"  which  means  that 
there  will  be  prizes  offered  to  those  young  people  who, 

aschaptersof  theSt. 
Nicholas  League, 
Mill  give  the  most 
successful  public  en- 
tertainment and  de- 
vote the  proceeds 
to  the  best  use.  By 
"  the  most  success- 
ful entertainment  " 
is  meant  the  most 
profitable,  after  le- 
gitimate expenses 
have  been  deducted, 
and  by  "  best  use" 
is  meant  that  use 
most  in  accordance 
with  the  League 
aims  and  purpose 
as  declared  in  its 
instruction  leaflet. 
The  entertainment 
is  to  be  given  and 
reported  on  by 
March  31,  so  that  prize  announcements  may  be  made  in 
the  June  St.  Nicholas.  Chapters  not  already  formed 
may  now  be  organized  to  take  part  in  this  competition, 
and  children  not  already  League  members  may  become 
so  by  sending  a  stampetl  envelope  for  badge  and  instruc- 


V    LOUISE    SLCET     VAN     OLDRl  ITENBORtiH 

(gold   badge.) 


"a    HEADINQ    for     FEBRUARY."       BY     RHODA    ELIZABETH    GUNNISON,    AGE    12.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 


ST.    NICHOLAS    LEAGUE. 


tion  leaflet,  which  are  sent  free.  Rememhcr  that  to 
belong  to  the  League  or  to  a  League  chapter,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  be  regular  readers  of  the  League  depart- 
ment, and  interested  in  the  League  aims  and  work ; 
and  tliat  all  who  wish  to  take  part  in  a  League  chapter 
entertainment  are  eligible  to  mendiership.  Remember 
also  that  some  of  the  most  profitable  entertainments 
given  by  chapters  heretofore  have  been  given  in  small 
towns,  and  that  city  chapters  have  no  advantage  either 
in  the  matter  of  talent  or  in  obtaining  appreciative  and 
profitable  audiences.  Wherever  tlicrc  is  a  school  there 
is  a  field  for  a  chapter  and 
chapter  work.  On  the  last 
League  page  will  be  found 
the  prize  offer  and  the  rules 
for  this  new  competition. 
Those  desiring  to  take  jiart 
should  begin  without  delay. 
There  is  no  time  to  lose. 

PRIZE-WINNERS, 
COMPETITION   No.   26. 

I.v  making  the  awards 
contributors'  ages  are  con- 
sidered. 

Verse.  Cash  prize,  Grace 
Revnolds  Douglas  (age  11), 
246  S.  River  St.,  Wilkes 
Barre,  Pa. 

Gold  badge,  Margaret 
Clemens  (age  13),  Charles 
City,  la. 

Silver  badges,  Edwina  L. 
Pope  (age  16),  5218  Hib- 
bard  Ave. ,  Chicago,  111. ,  and 
Sidonia  Deutsch  (age  15), 
231  E.  i22d  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Prose.  Gold  badges, 
Ruth  Donaldson  (age  16), 
Dalton,  Ga. ,  and  Meta  X. 
Walther  (age  14),  236  E. 
76th  St.,  N.  V.  City. 

Silver  badges,  Hilda  B.  Morris  (age  13),  611  Spring 
St.,  Michigan  City,  Ind.,  and  Ralph  Blackledge  (age  9), 
Caney,  Kan. 

Drawi.ng.  Cash  prize, Gustavus  E.  R.  Michelson  (age 
16),  301  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Arlington,  Mass. 

Gold  badges,  Yvonne  Jequier  (age  16),  Faubourg  du 
Cret  5,  Neuchatel,  Switzerland,  and  Louise  Sleet  van 
Oldruitenborgh  (age  15),  ^3  Rue  d'Arches,  Liege,  Bel- 
gium. 

Silver  badges,  Bessie  Barnes  (age  17),  60  Bury  Old 
Road,  Cheetham  Hill,  Manchester,  England,  and  Rhoda 
Elizabeth  Gunnison  (age  12),  Scarborough,  Me. 

Photo(;raphy.  Gold  l)adge,  Katherine  Romeyn 
Varick  (age  14),  Park  Hill,  Yonkers,  N.  Y. 

Silver  badges,  Michael  Heidelberger  (age  13),  51  E. 
90th  St.,  N.  V.  Citv,  and  Margaret  Wright  (age  II), 
1805  Walnut  St.,  Philadelphia,  "Pa. 

WiLU-.\Ni.M.\L  Photogr.vphy.  First  prize,  "  Young 
King-birds,"  by  Dunton  Hamlin  (age  13),  Orono,  Me. 
Second  prize,  "  Possum,"  by  Thomas  R.  Pooley,  Jr. 
(age  15),  107  Madison  -\ve.,  N.  Y.  City.  Third  prize, 
"  Wild  Ducks,"  by  Mary  H.  Cunningham  (age  13), 
Field  Point  Road,  Greenwich,  Conn. 

Puzzle-making.  Gold  badge,  Reginald  Cain-Bar- 
tels  (age  17),  Box  558,  St.  Hyacinthe,  Quebec,  Canada. 

Silver  badges,  Edward  W.  Hills  (age  16),  1610  John 
St.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  Harold  Hering  (age  9),  416 
Mosher  St.,  Baltimore,  Md. 


Pizzi.E-ANSWERS.  Gold  badge,  Edward  Sargent 
Steinbach,  27  Reynolds  Terrace,  Orange,  X.  J. 

Silver  badges,  Agnes  Cole  (age  13),  5S2  Pennsylvania 
Ave.,  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  and  Samuel  P.  Haldenstein 
(age  12),  206  \V.  i32d  St.,  N.  Y.  City. 

Three  drawing  prizes  this  month  go  to  League  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic— one  to  Switzer- 
land, one  to  Belgium,  and  one  to  England.  Our  young 
.•\merican  artists  will  have  to  work  and  think  hard  to 
hold  their  own.  American  illustration  stands  at  the 
head  to-day.      Are  we  going  to  kce]i  it  tlK-rc? 


'  FROM     .MY     BEST    NEGATIVK. 


.        ilLi:     _  .RICK,    AGE    14.       (GOLD     BADGE.) 

THE  GARDEN  AT  MOUNT  VERNON. 

BY    GRACE    REYNOLDS    DOUGLAS    (AGE    II). 

(Cns/i  Frist'.) 

I  KNOW  a  quaint  old  garden 

With  boxwood  bordered  round  ; 

And  memories  most  precious 
Hang  o'er  this  sacred  ground. 

In  sunshine  and  in  shadow, 
For  fivescore  years  and  more. 

The  lilacs  and  the  roses 

Have  strewn  their  petals  o'er. 

The  tall  and  stately  lilies 

Still  scent  the  summer  air. 
While  hollyhocks  and  poppies 

Are  growing  everywhere. 

Outside  the  whitewashed  palings 
The  great  trees  hold  their  sway ; 

Beyond,  the  broad  Potomac 
Flows,  singing  on  its  way. 

Bloom  on,  dear,  quaint  old  garden! 

Bloom  on  till  time  is  done! 
In  mem'ry  of  our  hero. 

Our  loved  George  Washington. 


ST.    NICHOLAS    LEAGUE. 


[Feb. 


BESSIE     BARNES,    AGE    17.       (SILVER     BADGE.) 


WllKX    GRANDMA   WENT   TO    SCHOOL. 

BY    RUTH    DONALDSON    (AGE    16). 

{Gold  Badge.) 

Sally  was  only  four  years  old,  but,  like  all  little  girls 
of  her  time,  she  went  to  school.  Now,  a  school  in  those 
days  was  not  like  schools  are  now,  for  this  was  in  the 
forties.  This  school-house  was  built  of  logs,  with  square 
places  cut  in  them  for  windows,  and  the  windows  had  no 
glass  in  them— not  even  paper.  The  chimney  was  built 
of  logs  and  mortar.  The  interior  was  very  rudely  fur- 
nished with  only  the  teacher's  desk,  and  benches  that 
reached  across  the  room  for  the  scholars.  These  benches 
were  minus  backs,  and  had  no  desks  in  front  of  them  as 
we  have  now.  Sally's  feet  did  not  touch  the  floor,  and 
of  course  sometimes  she  would  get  very  tired,  with  no- 
thing to  lean  against  and  her  little  feet  dangling  down 
with  nothing  to  rest  on.  Now,  .Sally  sat  right  by  a  win- 
dow, and  she  thouiiht  the   motion  of  the  trees,  as   the 


FROM    MV    BEST   NEGATIVE. 


wind  gently  swayed  them  back  and  forth,  the  most  fascinating  s 
watch,  which  was  very  naughty  of  her,  as  she  should  have  been 
her  lessons.     The  motion  of  the  trees  always  made  her  sleepy,  i 


would  keep  getting  sleepier  and  sleepier  until  she 
would  go  to  sleep  and  fall  ofT  the  bench.  Then  the 
teacher  would  ask,  "What  's  that?"  and  some  one 
would  answer,  "  Only  Sally  Monday  fell  off  the  bench." 
The  teacher  would  then  come  back  and  pick  her  up,  lay 
her  behind  the  door  on  his  overcoat,  and  let  her  sleep 
until  school  was  out. 

Although  this  teacher  was  never  known  to  whip  any 
one,  he  always  kept  a  very  long  switch,  and  sometimes, 
just  as  Sally  was  about  to  drop  off  to  sleep,  he  would 
slam  his  switch  down  on  the  floor  and  call  out,  "  By  the 
wars !  get  that  lesson  "  ;  and  this  always  frightened  Sally 
so  that  she  would  sometimes  fall  off  at  this.  So  you  see 
Sally  did  not  have  such  an  easy  time  at  school,  after  all. 

This  is  a  true  story,  for  that  little  girl  is  now  my 
grandmother. 

BE   LIKE   WASHINGTON. 

BY    MARGARET    CLEMENS    (.\GE   I3). 

{Gold  Badge.) 
I  'll  tell  you  the  story  of  Washing- 
ton," 

Said  grandmama,  one  day, 
To  Ted  and  Helen  and  Lucy 

As  they  came  to  her  from  play. 
She  knew  very  well  what  was  wanted  ; 

You  could  tell,  if  you  'wt're  n^t  very 
wise, 
By  looking  right  down  at  their  faces 

To  the  twinkle  in  their  eyes. 
They  clustered  all  about  her, 

Lucv  on  grandmama's  knee, 
While  she  told  of  our  good  Washing- 
ton : 

How  he  cut  the  cherry-tree. 
How  lu  never  ran  away  to  hide. 

To  lay  blame  on  another  one. 
Ah,  no ;  he  came  and  told  the  truth, 

As  all  boys  should  have  done. 
Oh,  grandma,  was  it  Washington 

Who  never  told  a  He? 
I  guess  /  7/  be  like  W.ashington. 

/ate  your  pumpkin-pie." 
Poor  little  Ted  was  crying. 

And  his  dimpled  fists,  so  fat, 
Were  right  into  his  teary  eyes. 
"  'T  was  I,  and  not  the  cat." 
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WASHINGTON. 

BY    EDWINA    L.     POPE  (ACE   l6). 

TrRNlXG  over  History's  pages, 
Dim  with  blood  and  tears  of  men, 
Seeing  with  a  childish  wonder 
Lives  and  deeds  beyond  my  ken. 

Came  I  then  to  glittering  letters. 
Like  to  fire,  shining  bright, 
Shedding  over  all  around  them 
Their  transfiguring,  holy  light. 

Vainly  then  I  strove  to  read  them. 
But  still,  like  the  flickering  fire. 
They  evaded  all  my  efforts, 
Dazzling,  ever  leaping  higher. 

Years  passed  by.     Once  more  I  looked  there. 
Sorrow  had  now  chastened  me ; 
Dire  misfortune  had  afflicted. 
And  with  love  had  made  me  see. 

Now  they  shone  with  steady  brilliance, 
And  I  saw  a  hero's  name. 
And  I  saw  where  lay  his  greatness. 
Realized  his  truer  fame. 

Now  I  sympathized,  and  wondered 
At  his  victories  sorely  won. 
And  it  aided  me  and  cheered  me 
Such  as  nothing  else  had  done. 


NEW 

SCHOLAR. 


greeted  what  she  said  with  peals  of  laughter.  The 
thirty-five  <lifferent  voices  all  chatting  made  the  room 
not  unlike  the  i)ird-house  in  Central  I'ark. 

"  Now,  Belle,"  >aid  one  girl,  addressing  their  leader, 
"you  were  head  of  our  class  twice;  you  must  not  be 
defeated  this  time."' 

"  C"annot  be  altered,"  answered  Belle,  carelessly, 
gracefully  waving  her  hand. 

"  I  sliould  like  to  know  who  can  surpass  Bella!"  said 
a  flattering  voice. 

"  Why,  the  new  scholar,"  put  in  a  piquant  voice. 

All  the  girls  fairly  screamed. 

"  How  can  you  be  so  ridiculous,  Julia?"  said  Bella. 

"  Well,  she  deserves  to  be  head,  if  any  girl  in  this 
class  does.    She  studies  harder  than  you,  Bella  Adams." 

"  That  may  be,  my  dear;  and  if  her  mode  of  study  is 
so  beneficial,  '  why,  follow  a  good  example.'" 

Bella's  dramatic  eloquence  g.ave  her  great  influence 
among  the  girls,  and  admiring  glances  stole  over  many 
faces.  Even  though  she  appeared  to  care  so  little  about 
her  marks,  her  perfect  faith  in  her  success  made  her 
seem  so  indifferent. 

"  What  do  you  say,  girls?  We  '11  try  to  make  Sojjhie 
believe  she  stands  lowest,"  projjosfd  I5ella. 


. » 

V:f^tV^\ 

./.v-/ 

ki 

^nIl 

ri^ 'v^w 

^-^^'.1^^ 

i^--^ 

^^ 

Mir       ■■■.  "<^"** 

p 

1 

liY    META    N.   WALTHEK 
(AGE    14). 

{Gold  Badge.) 
It  was  a  cheerful 
morning,  and  the 
school-room  was  a 
scene  of  confusion. 
The  monthly  examina- 
tions were  over,  and 
on  this  day  the  gen- 
eral standing  was  to 
be  revealed.  The  girls 
stood  grouped  around 
a     certain      girl,     and 


"WILC     DLCKS. 


BY    MARV    H.    CIN 
"  WILD-AN1.MAL 


"  OPOSSIM    HANGING    BY   ITS    lAIL.  I'.Y    THoM\s    K      Idiill  Y.    JK., 

AGE  15.       (SECOND    PRIZE,   "  WILD-ANIMAL    PHOTOGRAHH  Y.  ") 

A  dragging  step  was  heard  in  the  hall,  and  all  eyes 
turned  as  the  door  slowly  opened  and  a  little  German 
girl  entered.  She  bowed  her  good  morning,  as  she  spoke 
broken  English. 

"Oh,  .Snjihie,"  broke  out  a  dozen  voices,  "have 
you  heard  the  news? 
You  stand  lowest!" 

Sophie  stood  bewil- 
dered a  moment,  and 
coloring  high,  a  few 
silent  tears  rolled  down 
her  cheek.  She  then 
answered  lirokenly: 

"  Ich  dun't  care;  ich 
studierte  hard." 

This  was  so  differ- 
ent from  what  the 
girls  had  expected 
that  a  blank,  guilty 
look  spread  over  their 
faces. 
NiNOHAM,  AGE  13.    (THIRD  I'KizE,  -^  "C   tcacher  s    entry 

PHOTOGRAPHY.")  stoppcd  all  furthcr  com- 
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HEADING     FOR    FEBRUARY.  BY    YVON.NE    JEQUIER, 

AGE     l6.       (gold    badge.) 


mcnt.      Going  directly  to   her  desk,  she  said,  looking 
over  the  expectant  faces  : 

"  First  in  our  class  for  February  stands  — " 
All  eyes  turned  to  Belle,  who  had  assumed  as  indiffer- 
ent an  air  as  possible. 

"  Sophia  Koch,  our  new  scholar." 

WINTER. 

BY  MARJORIE    PARKS    (AGE     lO). 

It  is  as  cold  as  winter  ; 

The  snow  is  on  the  ground ; 
The  winds  are  blowing  briskly ; 

No  sunbeams  are  there  found. 

The  ponds  will  soon  be  frozen. 
And  sleigh-bells  soon  be  heard ; 

Then  we  will  go  out  skating. 
For  warmly  are  we  furred. 

We  will  be  dressed  in  coats  and  hats. 

And  gloves  and  gaiters,  too, 
Then  swing  our  skates  upon  our  backs. 

And  falls  there  will  be  few! 

WHAT    MARTHA    LEARNED    AT    SCHOOL. 
Illustrated  by  the  Author. 


I!Y    HILDA    B.    MORRIS 
(AGE    13). 

{Silver  Badge.) 
Martha  was  young  and 
aml)itious.  In  fact,  she 
was  very  young,  as  she 
had  just  passed  her  si.\tli 
birthday,  and  very  ambi- 
tious, having  resolved  to 
learn  to  read  and  write  be- 
fore she  was  seven. 

For  two  days  Martha 
liad  been  to  school,  sitting 
straiglit  in  her  little  wooden 
form  and  diligently  study- 
ing the  a-])-c  book  before 
her.  She  had  watched  the 
reciting-classes  with  inter- 
est, and  she  had  trembled 
visibly  when  it  became  her 
turn  to  point  out  the  A,  B, 


'^'/% 

■  \ 

-m , 

C",  and  D  on  the  chart.  She  had  seen  a  boy  punished 
for  whispering,  and  she  had  seen  the  music-teaclier. 
In  fact,  Martha  felt  herself  thoroughly  initiated  into 
the  ways  of  the  school. 

Poor,  ignorant  Martha!  Little  was  she  prepared  for 
the  disgrace  that  met  her  on  the  third  day.  A  wad  of 
paper  struck  her  squarely  in  the  face — a  hard  wad. 
Martha  jumped  with  surprise;  this  was  a  new  experi- 
ence. Cautiously  she  unwrapped  it,  to  find  a  piece  of 
sticky  peppermint  candy  carefully  inclosed.  Martha 
dimpled  with  delight,  and  looked  about  the  room  to 
find  the  donor.  She  saw  a  red-haired  boy  grinning  at 
her.  Slie  returned  the  grin  and  l)lushed  coquettishly. 
She  put  her  hand  into  her  lunch-basket,  and  drew  forth 
a  precious  piece  of  fudge  that  sister  May  had  put  in  for 
"  the  baby."  Such  kindness  as  the  peppermint  candy 
should  be  returned,  and  Martha  wrapped  the  fudge  in 
the  wad  of  paper  and  prepared  to  throw.  Poor  Mar- 
tha! how  was  she  to  know  that  it  was  forbidden? 

She  tossed  the  wad  with  incorrect  aim ;  it  struck 
little  Janey  Green  directly  in  the  eye.     Janey  howled. 

The  teacher  spoke  sharply  : 

"  Martha,  did  you  throw  that  paper  at  Janey?  " 

Martha  felt  herself  turn  cold. 

"  "S'es'm,"  she  said. 

"  You  mav  stand  face  to  the  wall  for  five  minutes." 


FROM    MY     BEST    NEGATIVE.  BY    MARGARET    WRIGHT, 

AGE    II.       (SILVER    B.'^DGE.) 

Martha  heard  the  cruel  red-haired  boy  laugh  as  she 
took  her  sorrowful  position. 

What  disgrace,  and  the  fudge  gone!  But  Martha  was 
a  wiser  girl. 

WASHINGTON. 

BY    SIDOXIA   DEUTSCH    (AGE    I5). 

{Silver  Badge.) 

From  tlie  heav'ns  the  stars  are  beaming  on  the  fair, 
new-fallen  snow. 

And  the  moon-kissed  snow  is  gleaming,  and  the  win- 
ter breezes  blow ; 

Angels  say:  "  We  '11  guard  him  daily;  sound  the  bugle 
through  the  morn! 

Ring  the  bells,  oh,  ring  them  gaily :  Washington  is 
born! " 

Now  the  colonists,  debating,  have  declared  their  coun- 
try free, 

And  with  patience  they  are  waiting,  fighting  for  their 
liberty — 

Liberty  for  tlieir  foundation.  Washington,  commander  in 

Sorrows  of  a  future  nation,  Washington  will  win! 
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Now  the  colonists,  dcfcnted,  think   tlicir  cause  is  al- 
most hist ; 

O'er  New  Jersey  tliey  'vo   retreated,  and   tlic   Dela- 
ware they  've  crossed. 

Trenton  captured,  Prince- 
ton taken;  hope  i> 
leveled  to  the  dust ; 

What  though  now  tluy 
seem  forsaken?  W"\u 
they  shall,  they  ;////> 

Germantown     is     almoM 

taken.    France  is  now 

the  States'  ally; 
Hope    in    Washington 

ne'er    shaken ;     thr\ 

will   win   their   caus'' 

or  dicl 
Now  their  forces  are  vii 

torious,     now     theii 

suffering  's  begun  ; 
Vorktown's    siege,    deci 

sive,  glorious.  Wash 

ington  has  won  I 

Once  again  the  bands  im- 
mortal, present  at 
man's  birth  anil 
death, 

Vanish  through  the  great  white  portal  on  the  night 
wind's  dewy  breath. 

Round  him  cluster  angels  holy;  angel  spirits  guard 
his  bed. 
"  Ring  the  bells,  oh,  ring  them  slowly:    Washington  is 
dead!  " 

WHAT    MV    SCHOOL    LIFE    IS    LIKE. 

BY    RALPH    BLACKLEDGE    (AGE    9). 

{Silver  Badge.) 
My  school  life  has  not  been  like  that  of  most  nine- 
year-old  boys.  I  am  not  always  well,  and  cannot  go  to 
school  as  my  younger  sister  can.  But  my  papa  and 
mama  and  other  relatives  spend  much  of  their  time  tell- 
ing me  of  great  men  and  women  who  have  helped  make 
the  world  better  and  wiser,  and  of  wonderful  countries, 
and  take  me  on  splendid  trips  that  I  may  see  and  learn 


■  1  l;o.M    MV    BEST    NEGATIVE. 
AGl: 


in  that  way;  and  as  I  remember  well,   I  do  not  think 
I  am  behind  other  boys  my  age. 

I  have  ([uite  a  little  lilirary  for  a  small  boy,  and  I  love 
Hiy  books  and  count  them 
auKjng  my  good  friends. 
My  Si'.  Nicholases  have 
a  shelf  to  themselves  where 
I  can  reach  them  easily. 
I  could  not  study  this  last 
year  at  all,  hut  I  took  a 
good  tri]),  ancl  learncfl 
ever  so  much.  I  saw  the 
wonderful  Petrified  For- 
est in  Arizona— great  trees 
eight  feet  in  diameter 
turned  to  beautiful  jasper 
and  agate.  Thousands  of 
years  ago  birds  sang  in 
their  green  branches  ;  then 
earthquakes  came,  and  the 
waters  of  an  inland  sea 
covered  them.  And  there 
was  n't  any  America  at 
all.  Then  more  changes 
came,  till  all  is  as  it  is 
now. 

One  tree  has  fallen  across 
a  caiion,  forming  a  bridge 
of  pure  jasper.  It  was  here,  on  the  4th  of  March,  that 
my  last  birthday  was  spent,  and  I  ate  my  Inrthday  din- 
ner at  the  bottom  of  the  canon,  right  under  the  bridge 
of  jasper. 

After  that  we  went  to  Flagstaff;  then  drove  to  the 
ruined  homes  of  the  cave-dwellers,  and  to  the  cliff-d\\ell- 
ings  perched  like  swallows'  nests  on  the  face  of  the 
cliffs  above  the  beautiful  caiion. 

On  our  way  back  to  Flagstaff  we  were  caught  in  a 
terrible  mountain  storm. 
"  Well,  how  white 
it  is!"  I  exclaimed, 
■\\dien  I  saw  what  I 
thought  was  white  light. 
"  I  am  so  cold!  " 

It  was  the  first  snow- 
storm I  had  ever  seen, 
and  oh,  how  frightened 
I  was ! 

Then  the  Grand  Ca- 
non. Just  think;  the 
river  has  worn  a  great 
crack  in  the  rocky  eartli 
thirteen  miles  wide  and 
six  miles  from  the  tn]- 
to  where  the  river  now 
is  I  And  the  rocky  sides 
of  the  canon  are  in  all 
the  tints  of  the  rainbow. 
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'FROM    MY    BEST    NEGATIVE.  BY    MARGARET   HEAD,    AGE    15. 


A    STORMY   NIGHT. 

I?Y    F.VY    MARIE    HARTLEY    (.-VGE    12). 

Ei.OAV,  winds,  blow,  winds! 

Tiring  the  swirling  snow,  winds  ; 

Heap  it  up  in  soft  white  drifts  about  the  terraced  lawn; 

Shutters  squeak  and  rafters  creak, 

Stormy  the  winter  night  and  bleak  ; 

Alone  I  lie  within  my  bed,  waiting  the  gray  of  dawn. 

Dogs  are  mournf'lly  howling, 

In  the  distance  prowling; 

On  the  blast  is  borne  the  long  low  whistle  of  a  train ; 
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FROM     M\      I  I  -^l      \l 
BISHOP 


"  hawthornk's  home.' 
alice   bishnell. 

Figures  weird,  fantastic, 
Everchanging,  plastic. 
Constantly    resolve    themselves 

from     the    tumult    of    my 

brain. 
Rattling,  prattling, 
With  each  other  battling, 
With    shrieks    unearthly    chill) 

blasts   around    the    cottage 

sweep ; 
Moaning,  groaning, 
Ghostly  dirges  droning. 
The  elements  have  all  conspired 

to  rob  me  of  my  sleep. 

A    "RABBIT"    EPISODE. 

KY    \V.   N.   COUPLAND    (AGE   I4). 

It  was  a  baking  hot  summer 
afternoon.  A  monotonous,  dron- 
ing sound  pervaded  the  class- 
room, broken  at  intervals  by  a  half-stifled  laugh  or  a 
guarded  exclamation.  Mr.  Johnson,  the  class-master, 
sat  at  his  desk  with  a  large  volume  propped  up  before 
him.  A  so-called  "rabbit,"  a  wonderful  legless  crea- 
ture made  out  of  a  pocket-handkerchief,  skimmed  mer- 
rily about  from  boy  to  boy,  always  disappearing  most 
unaccountably  whenever  Mr.  Johnson  glanced  up  to 
administer  a  mild  reproof.  He  presently  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  room  for  a  moment,  and  the  fun  be- 
came fast  and  furious.  Master  Rabbit  scudded  to  and 
fro  in  the  most  reckless  manner,  till  suddenly  he  took  a 
quite  uncalled-for  flight,  and  caught  on  a  gas-bracket, 
far  out  of  reach  of  any  boy.  The  next  moment  Mr. 
Johnson  entered,  and  every  one  settled  down  and  tried 
not  to  look  up  at  the  suspended  handkerchief.  But, 
unluckily,  the  master  happened  to  look  up. 

"  To  whom  does  that  Ijelong?  "  he  demanded. 

No  one  answered  directly,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  leaping 
upon  a  desk,  very  gingerly  disengaged  the  offending 
object  with  his  thumb  and  forefinger,  and  brought  it 
down  in  order  to  see  the  name. 

"  Please,  sir,  I  made  it,"  said  a  voice. 

"Come  here,"  said  the  master,  severely,  and  when 
the  boy  came,  "  Now,  undo  it." 


Tlie  boy  gave  a  twist  to  the  rabbit's  head  and  a  jiull 
at  its  tail,  and  iol  it  came  out  into  an  ordinary  handker- 
chief. 

"  And  now,"  said  Mr.  Johnson,  impressively,  "  you 
shall  write  as  a  punishment,  how  to  make  a — "  He 
paused. 

"  Rabbit,  sir,"  put  in  some  one. 

"  Yes,  a  rabbit— how  to  make  a  rabbit,  twenty  times, 
and  bring  your  work  to  me  to-morrow  afternoon." 

A   TALE    OF   SCHOOL. 

BY    MARGUERITE    BEATRICE    CHILD    (AGE    I5). 

( IVinner  of  Gold  Badge,  Septevihcr,  igoo. ) 
Once  upon  a  time  there  was  a  little  girl  who  went  to 
a  big  high   school.      She  was  rather  lonely,  for,  being 
younger  than  most  of  the  boys  and  girls,  she  knew  only 
a  few. 

So  she  "  made  believe"  about  the  school.  Some  of 
the  time  it  was  the  Gloomy  Prison,  and  she  the  Prisoner  ; 
but  oftener  it  was  King  Arthur's  court,  and  all  the  boys 
were  knights  and  the  girls  fair  ladies.  And  the  Jolly 
Jailers  (otherwise  known  as  the  teachers)  and  the  rest 
of  the  gay  court  little  thought 
how  closely  and  eagerly  they 
were  watched  by  the  quiet  Pris- 
oner. 

Among  the  knights  there  was 
one  she  liked  to  watch  especially, 
because  to  her  he  seemed  the  no- 
blest of  all.  "  I  think  I  '11  call 
him  '  Sir  Bors,'  "  she  said,  when 
she  had  finally  decided  he  was 
the  best.  "  For  Bors  was  strong 
and  brave  and  courteous,  and  he 
was  better  than  Lancelot." 

Perhaps  you  who  read  this  will 
wonder  why  she  chose  this  par- 
ticular boy  out  of  half  a  hundred. 
Whenever  he  met  her  he  ' '  doffed 
his  casque  "  to  her  and  greeted 
her  courteously.  A  foolish  rea- 
son, you  will  think  ;  but  ah!  you 
do  not  know  how  much  it  meant 
,  ,,,-,,,,-  to  that  little  girl.    It  meant  that 

L\NEIIE  ^ 
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EADING     FOR      FEBKU- 
."       BY   TINA   GRAY, 
AGE    17. 


Along  the  way  many  boys  and  girls  were  playing 
who  evidently  did  not  go  to  school.  The  girls  liad 
little  babies  on  their  backs,  but  were  having  a  fine 
game  of  shuttlecock. 

.Soon  Dorothy  heard  the  sound   of  many  voices, 

antl  looking  around,  they  saw  a  school.    The  teacher 

welcomed  them  in  his  peculiar  way,  and   Dorothy 

was  soon  lost  to  everything  else  but  the  scene 

before  her.     The  children  were  squatting  on 

the  floor  around  their  teacher,  and  all  were  nium- 

appreciatcd     bling  together  the  /)v//(i,  or  Japanese  alph.abet. 

1\1Hr\     ^      <"       iJ^'^^llfi^'-      '^"^'   '^'^'-  '^"^'-   ^'^^  ^^^^  ^^  fairly  deafened  Dorothy,  but  the  teacher  seemed  to 

J|Hy/^ijL^^^  just  as  much  a  lady  of     know  what  each  boy  was  saying,  and  corrected  him  if  he 

--^';ly:^!<i^M>^r^••^r^*4^,v, .',  i'-         .,      ,,^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  jl,^     ^verc  wrong.  _ 

,  and,  in  her  own  After  a  while  they  stopped  this,  and  began  reading  in 

words,""  It  makes  me  feel  as      concert  some  maxims  long  studied  by  the  Japanese, 
if  I  were  somebody,  and  then   I   try  to  h.ave  good  les-  The  drawing  was  especially  interesting.      Soft  paper 

sons,  and  be  nice,  so  that  sometime,  perhaps,  the  other  \\'as  brought  out,  with  brushes  and  India  ink.  They 
knights  and  ladies  will  like  me  and  treat  me  as  one  of  ^hd  the  drawing  very  nicely,  and  had  acquired  a  wonder- 
ful use  of  their  arms  and  hands  in  this  work. 

There  were  no  chairs  in  the  room,  and  Dorothy  soon 
began  to  grow  tired  and  fidget.  By  and  by  she  whis- 
pered, "I  don't  like  the  Japanese  schools,  mama.  Let 's 
go  home  to  America,  and  go  to  kindergarten." 


tliem. 

But  Sir  Bors  never  knew. 

Oh,  you  boys  of  the  St.  Nicholas  League,  wherever 
you  are  working  in  school,  remember  this  :  that  you 
may  help  some  lonely  little  Prisoner  so  much  by  just 
being  courteous  and  knightly  to  all  the  ladies  of  your 
court.  For  knighthood  is  still  on  earth,  and  the  best 
and  truest  men  are  those  who  have  always  tried  to  live 
up  to  the  old  standard  of  knightliness. 

O    COME   YE    IN,    MY    NEIGHBOR! 

BY    HARRIET    IVES    (AGE    I3). 

O  COME  ye  in,  my  neighbor; 

'T  is  lonesome  hereabout. 
As  we  list  the  night  winds  whistle 

And  moan  in  trees  without. 
O  come  ye  in,  my  neighbor, 

And  by  our  hearth  be  gay, 
And  talk  and  laugh  and  social  be, 

To  while  the  hours  away. 
O  come  ye  in,  my  neighbor ; 

The  evening  hours  are  long ; 
O  come  ye  in,  my  neighbor, 

And  sing  old  friendship's  song. 
O  come  ye  in,  my  neighbor, 

From  the  night  so  dark  and  drear ; 
O  come  ye  to  our  fireside, 

\Yhere  all  is  light  and  cheer. 
O  come  ye  in,  my  neighbor. 

And  by  our  hearth  be  gay. 
And  talk  and  laugh  and  social  be, 

To  while  the  hours  away. 

A   JAPANESE    SCHOOL. 

BY    FLOREXCE   J.    CHANEY    (AC;E    1 5). 

Dorothy  was  a  very  little  girl  when  her  father  was 
appointed  to  fill  a  consulship  in  Japan,  and  only  remem- 
bered a  few  things  about  American  life. 

She  had  l)een  attending  a  kindergarten  in  the  city 
where  she  lived,  and  was  very  much  delighted  with  the 
children  she  met  and  the  amusing  things  they  were 
taught  to  do. 

And  so,  after  she  had  been  in  Japan  a  few  months,  she 
begged  to  be  taken  to  a  Japanese  school.  Her  mother 
was  very  busy,  but  one  morning  she  woke  Dorothy  up 
early,  and  told  her  that  she  would  take  her  to  see  one 
of  the  schools  near  by.  As  the  school  began  at  seven 
o'clock,  they  had  to  hurry  and  eat  their  breakfast,  and 
the  clock  struck  seven  as  they  hurried  down  the  narrow 
street  in  search  of  a  school. 


PEGGY'S  VALENTINE. 

IIY    MADGE    FALCON    (AGE    16). 


(Illustration  by   the  -Vuthor.) 

Ok  valentines  I  've  had  a  score 
This  year  and  other  years  before, 
And  I  'm  afraid  I  seem  to  be 

A  little  tired  of  them.    You  see, 
They  all  have  hearts  antl  flowers  and  birds, 
And  all  have  nearly  the  same  words. 
But  I  'm  sure  the  nicest  one,  you  '11  say, 
Was  one  that  came  to  me  to-day. 
For  I  was  sitting  on  the  floor. 
Counting  my  valentines  o'er  and  o'er. 
When  nursey  said,  "  Come  here,  dear,  do; 
Another  one  has  come  for  you." 
I  ran  across  the  nursery  floor. 
And  then  what  do  you  think  I  saw? 
A  little  cot  with  frills  of  lace. 
The  very  smallest  pinky  face. 
For,  oh,  this  greatest  joy  was  mine : 
A  baby  sister  valentine! 
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THE    REVERIE   OF   A   SCH00L-I30V. 
BY  UAViD  maccrkhor  ciienkv  (a(;k  i6). 

WlIKN  many  years  have  fallen  on  this  head  of  mine, 
•changint;  its  l)r()\vn  to  silvery  gray,  and  bending  these 
shoulders  with  their  weight ;  and  when  I  see  the  sun  of 
my  ambitions  sink  below  the  horizon  of  all  hope;  and 
when  my  strong  young  limbs  grow  feeble  and  stiff: 
tiien,  as  I  sit  in  the  ruddy  glow  of  an  open  fire,  I  shall 
<iream  over  my  ]iast,  and  laugh  at  its  joys  and  sigh  at 
its  sorrows.  I  shall  seem  to  see  in  the  depths  of  the 
<lancing  flames  my  school-boy  days  again,  and  compan- 
ions long  dead  will  rise  anew  to  life,  and  speak  with 
me.  Then  I  shall  be  again  in  a  crowded  school-room, 
■conning  over  long  and  w  t-ary 
lessons,  while  the  birds 
tempt  me  with  their  songs 
and  the  green  trees  beckon 
me  to  come  out,  or  the  sun- 
ligjit,  glancing  from  tlie  ice 
ami  snow,  will  suggest  the 
sports  awaiting  me  outside. 

Mayhap  my  dimmed  eyes 
will  be  tilled  again  with  liglit ; 
and  I  shall  see  once  more  tlie 
world  about  me,  not  as  it 
will  be  then,  but  as  it  is  now  I 
Then  once  more  school-boy 
pranks,  studies,  and  ambi- 
tions will  fill  my  brain.  Then 
I  shall  be  a  boy  again. 

Shall  I  remember  tlien  my 
father's  cheery  voice,  and 
bless  him  for  his  self-denials 
for  me?  Shall  I  remember 
then  the  soft,  sweet  tones  of 
my  mother's  voice,  sooth- 
ing me  in  my  disappoint- 
ments, or  rejoicing  with  me 
■in  my  successes?  Shall  I 
remember  my  sisters,  who 
were  always  made  happy  by 

jny  good  fortunes  or  heavy  "^^  -s=s=:. 

•hearted  by  my  failures  ?   .Ah, 

yes  ;  I  shall  remember  all  that,  if  the  spark  of  reason 
still  burns  and  this  heart  of  mine  continues  beating  in 
that  far-distant  day. 

HIS   FIRST   SCHOOL    COMPOSITION. 

HY    MARY    I'.     PARSONS    (AOE     i6). 

Teddy's  big  geography  book  was  standing  up  in  front 
■of  him,  making  a  screen  to  protect  him  from  the  fiery 
glances  of  the  teacher.  Behind  this  he  put  his  head 
down  on  the  desk  while  he  watched  a  little  girl  who  sat 
one  seat  back  across  the  aisle. 

Suddenly  the  teacher  said,  "  Four  A  class,  attention  !  " 

At  this  the  geography  closed  with  a  bang,  and  Teddy 
sat  up  very  straight. 

"  It  is  time  for  language  class  now,  but  I  want  each 
one  of  you  to  write  a  composition  to-day  instead." 
Most  of  the  members  of  the  Four  A  class  looked  dis- 
tressed. "  Vou  may  write  it,"  she  said,  "about  what 
you  think  an  ideal  school  would  be." 

Teildy  felt  like  giving  up  in  despair,  and  he  looked 
back  at  the  little  girl,  and  saw  her  writing  on  her  slate 
as  if  she  were  quite  used  to  making  up  compositions. 
All  at  once  a  bright  thought  came  to  Teddy,  and  he 
began  to  write  as  fast  as  he  could  make  his  fingers  go. 
\yhen  the  composition  was  done,  and  he  had  filled  both 
sides  of  his  slate,  Teddy  read  it  over,  and  then  carried  it 


up,  very  proudly,  and  laid  it  before  the  teacher  on  her 
desk.     This  is  what  it  said  : 

"  An  ideel  school. 

"  I  never  went  to  one  but  it  wood  be  one  where  their 
wernt  any  teachers  and  you  didnt  have  to  come  unles 
you  wanted  to  an  there  wernt  any  lessons  to  get  or 
comjiositions  to  rite  or  anyone  to  keep  you  after  school 
nights  or  say  you  couldnt  whisper  or  anything." 

A    SCHOOL   I    SAW. 

)iY    l.ORAI.NE    MOORE    SHERMAN    (AGE    1 5). 

It  was  a  dull  afternoon  in  June,  and  having  nothing 
else  to  do,  T  took  a  book  and  went  out  into  the  orchard 
to  read ;  and  I  soon  proved 
the  book  to  be  very  unin- 
teresting Ijy  falling  asleep. 
When  I  awoke  the  moon  was 
up,  and  everything  shone 
like  silver  in  its  rays.  Within 
reach  of  my  hand  was  a  ring 
of  toadstools,  with  a  larger 
one  in  the  center.  Certainly 
this  was  just  the  place  for  a 
fairy  frolic,  but  it  was  not  a 
frolic  that  I  saw.  No  ;  the 
fairies  who  were  seated  on 
the  toadstools  were  too 
quiet,  and  then,  what  a  queer 
buzzing  sound  came  from 
their  mouths! 

Looking  more  intently,  I 
observed  near  the  door  a 
blue  flag  which  bore  this 
inscription:  "The  School 
of  Kindness." 

Then  the  master,  who  sat 
in  the  middle,  arose  and 
said  : 

"  The  graduating  class 
may  step  forward." 

They  obeyed  this  com- 
mand. 

"  Now,     Elf,"    said    the 
master,   whose   name  seemed  to  be   Longlegs,    "what 
would  you  do  if  you  saw  a  beetle  on  its  back?  " 
"  Help  it  get  up,"  answered  Elf. 

"  Correct.  And,  Pop,  what  would  you  do  if  you  saw 
a  fly  in  a  spider's  web?  " 

"  Tear  the  web,"  Pop  replied. 
"  Wrong.  Vou  should  simply  help  the  fly  out." 
And  so  the  questions  went  do\Vn  the  line,  all  being 
answered  correctly.  When  it  was  Pop's  turn  again, 
Longlegs,  the  master,  said :  "Now,  attention.  Pop. 
What  would  you  do  if  an  ant  fell  into  an  ant-lion's 
nest?" 

"  Toss  sand  on  top  of  her,"  said  Pop. 
Then  the  master  was  very  angry. 
"Incorrect,   incorrect,"  he  said.      "Vou  may   go  to 
the  principal." 

They  all  disappeared.  Had  I  been  dreaming?  No; 
there  were  the  toadstools,  w  hich  had  certainly  not  been 
there  when  I  fell  asleep. 

CHAPTERS. 

Now  is  the  time  to  form  a  chapter  and  take  part  in  the  big  Chapter 
Entertainment  Competition.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a  sub- 
scriber to  St.  Nicholas  to  belong  to  a  chapter,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  belong  to  the  League.  All  those  not  already  members  who 
wish    to  join  in  a  chapter  entertainment  (see  Prize  Offers  on  last 
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League  page)  should  get  their  badges  and  instruction  leaf- 
lets at  once,  by  sending  an  addressed  and  stamped  envelope. 


AN    EXCELLENT   EXAMPLE. 

Chapter  No.  262,  "The  Ozark,"  of  Rolla,  Mo.,  gave 
a  most  delightful  entertainment  on  List  October  25,  and 
a  ver>-  successful  one  from  every  point  of  view.  Every 
feature  of  the  programme  —  play,  recitations,  songs,  etc. — 
was  selected  from  St.  Nicholas.  Wigs,  beards,  and  other 
make-up  were  obtained  from  St.  Louis  (the  nearest  city), 
and  the  "  best  children's  entertainment  ever  given  in  our 
city"  resulted  in  satisfactory  proceeds,  which  were  given  to 
the  city  for  a  public  well  —  a  most  commendable  purpose. 
Chapters  desiring  to  enter  the  Lntertainment  Competi- 
tion might  obtain  some  valuable  points  from  the  chairman 
of  No.  262.  Her  address  is,  Miss  Lois  J.  Shaw,  Kolla,  Mo. 
We  hope  262  also  will  not  fail  to  compete. 

Chapter  38  sends  a  report  of  new  officers.  Marion 
Lichtenstein,  1070  Madison  Ave.,  N.  Y.,  is  now  secretary. 
146  calls  for  twenty  new  badges.  171  calls  for  eight,  and 
reports  that  its  colors  are  cream  and  white.  Secretary  asks  about  the 
cracking  of  the  Liberty  Bell  —  a  matter  which  seems  to  be  in  dispute 
among  historians  as  well  as  League  members.  335  calls  for  three 
new  badges.  342  calls  for  eight  new  badges  —  meetings  every 
Wednesday  night.  358  calls  for  one  new  badge.  370  has  six  new 
members,  and  a  new  paper,  "  The  Oriole's  Feather,"  to  which  each 
member  contributes. 

NEW   CHAPTERS. 

No.  388.  Ethel  Wyman,  President:  Sarah  Loud,  Secretary; 
twelve  members.     Address,  Rear  55  Preble  St.,  Portland,  Me. 

No.  389.  Nanice  Hunter,  President;  Margaret  Young,  Secretary; 
six  members.  Address,  W.  F.  Manse,  Southend,  Campbelltown, 
Scotland. 

No.  390.  "J.  A.  M."  Rae  Roberts,  President;  Ruth  Adams, 
Secretnry;  six  members.     Address,  601  De  Soto  St.,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

No.  391.  "Jolly  Six."  Eleanor  Colby,  President;  _  Elizabeth 
Pierce,  Jr.,  Secretary;  six  members.  Address,  care  of  Pierce  Man- 
tel and  Tile  Co.,  Dayton,  Ohio. 

No.  392.  "  Mayflower  Chapter."  Edna  Wier,  President ;  Maude 
Fillmore,  Secretary;  four  members.  Address,  Walton,  N.  S., 
Canada. 

No.  393.  "G.  G.'s."  Harriet  Byrne,  President;  M.  Olive  Bar- 
rett, Secretary;  six  members.  Address,  88  Fisher  Ave.,  White 
Plains,  N.  Y. 

No.  394.  "  Hiawatha  Junior  Club."  Mary  Cameron,  President; 
Ch.irlotte  Shepardson,  Secretary;  nine  members.  Address,  5135 
Hibbard  Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

No.  395.  Paul  Lieder,  President ;  Louis  Schellbach,  Jr. ,  Secretary ; 
six  members.  Address,  20  Ellery  St.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  No.  J95 
will  visit  every  Saturday  and  Sunday  some  museum  or  public  build- 
ing of  New  York  and  neighboring  cities.  Hearty  welcome  extended 
to  any  chapter  desiring  to  go  along.  Any  such  chapter  should  write 
and  arrange  time,  number  of  those  desiring  to  go,  etc.  395  sends  a 
most  interesting  group  of  its  members.  This  chapter  has  made  a 
most  excellent  start.     Good  luck  to  it ! 

No.  396.  "P.  and  T."  Helen  Griffiths,  President;  Lucy  Kent, 
Secretary;  thirty-five  members.  Address,  441  Park  Ave.,  New 
York  City.     Meetings  monthly. 

No.  397.  "The  Gleaners."  Effie  Baker,  President;  Elizabeth  Dee- 
ble.  Secretary;  six  members.  Address,  2020  P  St.,  N.  W.,  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  Regular  meetings  every  Friday,  and  oftener  if  neces- 
sary-. Like  395,  this  chapter  is  going  to  "  do  the  town  "  and  see  the 
sights.     This  is  certainly  excellent  chapter  work. 

No.  398.  Clara  Cowburn,  President;  Leda  Wallace,  Secretary; 
eight  members.     Address,  545  W.  2d  St.,  N.,  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah. 

No.  399.  "  Lowell  Club."  Rosalie  Hausmann,  President ;  Alma 
Low,  Secretary  ;  eight  members.  Address,  care  of  Mrs.  Hausmann, 
1628  Octavia  St.,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

No.  400.  "Sunshine  Chapter. "  Ethel  Freeman,  President;  Ju- 
liette Halla,  Secretary;  seven  members.  Address,  146  First  St., 
Troy,  N.  Y. 

No.  401.  "  Happy  Seven."  Clare  Armstrong,  President ;  Blanche 
Dunham,  Secretary ;  seven  members.     Address,  Kane,  Pa. 

No.  402.  "  Red  Rangers."  Herbert  Calvin,  President;  John 
Mayer,  Secretary;  eleven  members.  Address,  Rumsey  Hall,  San- 
ford  Preparatory  School,  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y. 

No.  403.  ".Arnold  Chapter."  Eleanor  Brigham,  President; 
Edith  Dunn,  Secretary*;  nine  members.  Address,  Grafton,  Mass. 
Meetings  monthly,  at  members'  homes.  The  secretary  would  like 
to  correspond  with  members  of  other  chapters.  Ages  of  members, 
14  to  16. 

No.  404.  "Silver  Crescent  Club."  Myra  McCormick,  President; 
Ellen  Reading,  Secretary;  five  members.  Address,  1015  W.  4th 
St.,  Williamsport,  Pa.  Colors,  silver  and  white.  Weekly  meetings, 
at  which  part  of  the  League  department  is  read  and  discussed.  A 
good  plan. 

LETTERS. 

Leagi'e  members,  and  those  not  already  members,  should  read 
the  "Chapter  Prize  Offer"  on   the    last    League    page.      Those 
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chapters  who  have  already  given  entertainments  will  be  right  in  line, 
and  those  who  have  n't  should  get  in  line  double  quick.  There 
is  no  time  to  lose. 

Here  is  a  letter  that  ought  to  encourage  those  members  who  have 
contributed  month  after  month  without  success.  Industry  and  per- 
severance always  find  their  reward  somewhere,  somehow,  and  some- 
time. 

Never  give  up,  so  long  as  there  is  the  least  encouragement  or  hope. 
Never  say  die! 

Waltham,  Mass. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  received  the  gold  badge  and  the  five  dollars 
the  day  before  yesterday,  and  I  thank  you  ever  so  much  for  them. 
I  think  the  badge  is  beautiful,  and  I  am  very  proud  of  it.  I  was 
never  so  surprised  and  pleased  in  my  life  as  when  I  saw  my  name 
with  the  first  prize,  and  I  don't  really  see  how  I  could  have  got  it. 
I  have  tried  to  send  something  to  almost  every  competition  since  the 
League  began,  and  although  I  did  get  in  the  roll  of  honor  a  good 
many  times,  I  did  not  expect  ever  to  get  a  prize ;  now  when  I  have 
got  the  very  first  prize,  it  seems  almost  too  good  to  be  true.  Only, 
I  can't  try  for  any  more  prizes  this  year,  but  I  suppose  I  may  con- 
tribute to  the  competitions  ?  I  think  your  League  is  a  splendid 
thing,  and  it  doubles  the  value  of  your  magazine  to  me  and,  I  should 
think,  to  every  one  else  also. 

Thanking  you  again  for  my  prize,  and  wishing  you  a  long  and 
happy  life,  I  am  your  sincere  reader,  Emily  Storer. 

Utica,  N.  Y. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  At  the  home  for  aged  couples,  in  the  city 
of  Utica,  there  was  a  man  that  lived  there  that  was  confined  to  a 
wheel-chair,  moving  hardly  any  part  of  his  body  but  his  arms.  But 
he  was  able  to  put  crumbs  out  on  the  window-sill,  and  the  birds 
would  come  by  fifties  and  hundreds  to  eat  the  little  crumbs  that 
this  man  put  out  for  them.  This  good  man  lived  in  this  home 
for  many  years,  but  six  months  ago  he  died ;  yet  every  day  the 
sparrows  come  just  the  same  for  their  crumbs. 

Do  you  think  that  the  mama  and  papa  birds  told  their  little  ones 
where  to  get  their  food?  May  Rose  Woodard  (age  ii). 

Farragona,  Spain. 
My  dear  St.  Nicholas  :   I  collect  stamps,  and  I  would  be  very 
glad  to  exchange  stamps  with  any  League  member.     My  address  is. 
Plaza  de  CEozaga  No.  2.  Augustus  Campruhi  Avmar. 

Louise  Slcet  van  Oldruitenborgh,  33  Rue  d'Arches,  Liege, 
Belgium,  Europe,  would  like  to  correspond  with  some  members  of 
the  League  ;  to  write  about  music,  painting,  drawing,  or  anything 
of  that  kind.  She  would  exchange  drawings,  etc.;  would  write 
long  letters  and  make  the  correspondence  interessant.  She  will 
answer  all  those  who  will  write  to  her  in  the  fifteen  days  which  will 
follow  the  issue  of  St.  Nicholas  in  which  this  will  be  printed. 

L.  S.  V.  O. 

Other  appreciative  and  interesting  letters  have  been  received 
from  Louise  Sharp,  Ruth  M.  Peters,  Charlotte  Bosler,  Frances 
Marion  Simpson,  Allen  R.  Ingalls,  Teresa  Cohen,  E.  C.  Day, 
Ele.inor  T.  Colby,  Hilda  Mander,  Katheiine  Andrews,  Esther 
Davis,  Harold  T.  Whitney,  F'lorence  Leighton,  Alberta  Bastedo, 
J.  Tabele  Brown,  Jr.,  Jessie  Day,  John  Seley,  Jessie  Wilcox,  Cath- 
erine M.  Neale,  Dorothy  D.  Andrews,  Margery  Bradshaw,  Helen 
Kent  Emery,  Henry  Ooldman,  Percival  C.  Smith,  Nancy  E.  Barton, 
Anita  May  Julien,  Ella  Harrison,  Helen  Lathrop,  N.  K.  Roessler, 
Marion  B.  Van  Volkcnburch,  Theodora  B.  Dennis,  Clarence  L. 
Hauthaway,  Shipley  W.  Ricker,  Jr.,  and,  with  pictures,  from  Bruce 
Davidson,  Elisabeth  B.  Warren,  H.  Payne  Breazeale,  Jack  Willets, 
Willard  Becker,  Carl  Hoos,  Helen  Hartncss,  Marjorie  C.  Clifford, 
and  Katheryn  Maddock. 

The  pictures  with  these  letters  were  not  quite  up  to  the  League 
standard. 

Perhaps  the  senders  would  like  to  try  verse,  or  prose,  or  puzzle- 
making. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR  ^ 

A  LIST  of  those  whose 
work  has  been  found  worthy 
of  honorable  mention  and 
encouragement. 

VERSE. 


Gladys  Whelpley 
Georgia  Wicker 
May  Stark 
Florence  L.  Bain 
John  Hall,  Jr. 
Dorothea  M.  Posegate 
Alma  Jean  Wing 
James  J    Macumber 
Leone  Harding 
Florence  Van  Valkenhurg 
Marguerite  M.  Hillery 
Doris  Francklyn 
Ruth  G.  Thomas 
NeiU  C.  Wilson 
Mary  Noel  Arrowsmith 
Verna  Mae  Tyler 
Francis  Marion  Miller 
Helen  White 
Walter  Harvey 

PROSE. 

Lida  P.  O'Bannon 
Millie  Newman 
Marion  S.  Almy 
Cantey  Vcnable 
Jeanette  Eloise  Perkins 
Netta  Pearson 
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B.  Bertha  Goldman 
Gertrude  Hodgson 
Laurella  HoUister 
Stella  Weinberger 
Agnes  Dickenson 
Harold  R.  Norris 
Catherine  H.  Chapin 
Richard  M.  Kendig 
Elizabeth  McCormick 
Gertrude  Traubel 

DRAWINGS. 


H.  Linney 
Beth  Haward 
Louise  E.  Davidson 
Edna  Huddleston 
Marjorie  S.  Hood 
Katherine  Forbes  Liddell 
Francis  W.  Losere 
Cordner  Smith 
Ruth  E.  Crombie 
Clarence  W.  Rodman 
J.  Deems  Taylor 
Gertrude  E.  Allen 
Harry  Barnes 
Mildred  Carter 
Margaret  Jane  Russell 


William  J.  Henderson 

William  Campbell 
Helen  De  Lancey  Watkins  Augustus  Camprubi  Aymar  Alice  A.  Thorp 
Beulah  H.  Ridgeway  Jack  D.  Whiting  Isadore  Douglas 

Gertrude  Crosland 

C.  W.  Hibbard 

Arthur  Bell 

Laurence  M.  Simmonds 

Rachel  A.  Russell 

Helen  E.  Jacoby 

Bertha  Burrill 

Dorothy  Fry 

Helena  L.  Camp 

Fannie  Taylor  INIadge  Elliott 

C.  De  Ball  Mary  Alexander 


Grace  Hollaman 
Celia  McCormick 
Maude  Robinson 
Dorothy  W.  Caldwell 
Edith  Wilson 
Marguerite  Hope  Ford 
Norman  Darch 
Katherine  C.  Gurney 
Julia  W.  Williamson 
Ivy  Varian  Walshe 
Henry  Goldman 
Louis  F.  May 
Alice  F'uUer 
Alberta  Bastedo 
Mary  C.  Scheinman 
Louis  Saunier 
Susie  Franks  Iden 
Irene  Hagey 
Isabel  Robinson 
Katherine  Cady  Weaver 
Mignonne  Lincoln 
Dorothy  Heroy 
Edith  C.  Dann 
Florence  Gordon 
Helene  E.  Dykeman 
Helen  Livingston 
Dorothy  Wadsworth 
Margaret  E   Barron 
Gertie  Rosenstein 
Eva  Levy 
Erna  Weil 
Rosa  H.  Neale 
Clarissa  Gladys  Caldwell 
Fay  Ressmeyer 
Martha  Gruening 
Mary  Atkinson 
Katherine  Ban- 
Ruth  M.  Peters 
Mary  B.  Lowell 
Martha  iJunton 
Charles  H.  Brady 
Alice  W.  Baker 
Dorothy  Turple 
Alice  .Moore 


Nellie  Littell  McCulloch 
Eleanor  Marvin 
Winifred  B.  Warren 
Gertrude  E.  Comfort 
Louise  Hazeltine 
Alice  M.  Crane 
Cicely  Bell 
Sarah  H.  Atherton 


Alfred  Wotkyns 
Sidney  D.  Gamble 
Robert  T.  Hayne 
Elizabeth  Chapin 
Helen  Frith 
Emma  R.  Crampton 
Marian  H.  G.  Sherman 
C.  Agnes  Claypool 
Elsie  Widenmati 
Maurice  T.  Fleisher 
Maxwell  F.  Lawton 
Edith  Iva  Worden 
Hildegarde  Allen 
Roger  F.  Gardener 
Marcus  H.  Doll 
Hugues  Jequier 
J.  L.  King 
Gladys  Bullough 
John  E.  Woodruff 
Marjory  Rea 
Kent  Shaffer 
Selma  Matson 
Lucile  Christina  Mellen 
Reginald  French 
Edward  Bringhurst 


Mary  Hazeltine  Fewsmith    Florence  Pfeifer 


Beatrice  Whistler  Doolittle   Arthur  D.  Fuller 


Catherine  Lee  Carter 
J.  Morton  Knapp 
Jacob  Salzman 
Viola  Ethel  Hyde 
Anna  Strang 
Joseph  Fewsmith 
Samuel  D.  Otis 
Mabel  Miller  Johns 
Ruth  M.  Waldo 
Virginia  Lyman 
Katherine  E.  Foote 
Helen  de  Veer 
William  C.  Staunton 
Carol  Bradley 
Philip  L.  Ross 
Harry  Robinson 
Louis  Moen 
Kate  Colquhoun 
Russell  Westover 
Doris  Cole 
Harry  BarndoUar 
Ethel  De  Ronde 
Charlotte  Morton 
Ethel  McFariand 
Aimee  Vervalen 
Rudolph  Benson 
Edith  ( J.  Daggett 
Cora  A.  Hoskinson 
Anna  Zucker 
Mildred  Curran  Smith 
Salome  K.  Beckwith 
Charles  Houlton 


William  Newton  Coupland    Edward  Mower 

John  Hall  Elizabeth  Crane  Porter 


Margaret  Herrick 
Clement  G.  Yates 
Nancy  Barnhart 
Margaret  Peckham 
Alice  Earnley 
Eva  C.  Collins 
Athole  Cammann 
Sara  D.  Burge 
Marjorie  L.  Gilmour 
Ruth  Davis 
Mildred  Easty 
Harry  Middlebrook 
Ahce  F.  Einstein 
Doris  Chittenden 
Eleanor  Chapin 
Charles  Henkle 
Rowland  Lord 
Elizabeth  Walbridge 
Harold  Castle 
Ralph  Coykendall 
Gilbert  L.  Merritt 
Isabel  Kerr  Russell 
Hurley  Baldy,  Jr. 
Lydia  A.  Stetson 
Fred  H.  Lahee 
George  C.  Wakeman 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Alan  Seegar 

Constance  W.  Addington 
Winfield  Cobb,  Jr. 
Adele  Mack 
Antoinette  Heckscher 
Helen  Chandler 
Grace  Morgan  Jarvis 
Louis  F.  Doring 
Joseph  S.  Webb 
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H.  Bartlett  Gerrard 
James  S.  Wroth 
Ellen  Dunwoody 
Laurence  Erickson 
S.  Lehman  Brown 
Cecily  Smith  Pigott 
C.  B.  Andrews 
William  Carey  Hood 
Ruth  Chamberlain 
Dorothy  McAIpin 
Barbara  Hinkley 
Lamed  V.  P.  Allen 
Kendall  Bushnell 
Fred  A.  Dewey 
Robert  N.  Erskine 
Charles  A.  Bragdon 
Eric  L.  Miller 
Laura  Chanler 
Clarence  A.  Manning 
Wendell  R.  Morgan 
Eleanor  Hollis  Murdock 
Camilla  R.  Simpson 
Roland  P.  Can- 
Alfred  J.  MacDermot 
Mary  Sprague 
Sallie  Sprague 
Frances  Goldy  Budd 
Henry  D.  Hammond 
Elsie  N.  Gutman 
T.  Charlton  Hervy 
Henry  G.  Young 
Mabel  Murray 
Louise  D.  Putnam 
Frank  Bodine 
Caroline  C.  Everett 
Nannie  Doring 
Sheldon  S.  Yates 
Hazel  Hyman 
Thomas  W.  Bowers 
A.  H.  Kyd 
W.  T.  Slover 
Kathleen  F.  Grand 
Irene  F.  Wetmore 
Frederic  C.  Smith 
Arnold  Lahee 


J.  Parsons  Greenleaf 
Frank  McFadden 
Ariana  McE.  Belt 
Lucy  Kent 
Allene  Gates 

Nathalie  Lorillard  Bailey- 
Doretle  T.  John 
N.  Kellogg  Roessler 
Lillian  Menaugh 
Miles  W.  Weeks 
Alice  Sachs 
Andrew  W.  Anthony 
Rosamond  Sergeant 
John  S.  Perry 
Flossie  Reith 
Ruby  F.  Allen 
Margaret  V.  Shotwell' 
C.  S.  Hickock,  Jr. 
Elizabeth  Morrison 
Carolyn  E.  Putnam 
Sarah  Fifield  Evans 
Richard  de  Charms,  Jr. 
Lucille  Sledge  Campbell' 
William  B.  Wroth 
Sturges  D.  Cook 
Eugene  White,  Jr. 
Randolph  Ridgely  Fishet. 
Mabel  W.  Whiteley 
Grace  R.  Jones 
John  W.  Suter,  Jr. 
Anna  M.  McKechnie 
Lois  R.  Frost 
Ruth  Anthony 
Norma  Nelthorp 
Gertrude  Weinacht 
Charles  S.  Smith 
Martha  D.  McKechnie 
Philip  Jackson  Carpenter- 
Seymour  Blair 
Alan  M.  Osgood 
Dorothea  S.  Paul 
Edwin  J.  Kuh 
John  B.  De  Motte,  Jr.. 
Lucy  S.   Robinson 
Helen  Lathrop 
Isabel  Barbour 
Frederick  S.  Brandenburg- 
Jean  Forgeus 
Margaret  P.  Wotkyns 
Gertrude  Schirmer 

PUZZLES. 

Minnie  A.  Florey 

Florence  Hoyte 

Harford  W.  H.  Powel,  Jr. 

M.  Ethel  Lee 

Rachel  Erwin 

Ada  H.  Case 

Helen  Boas 

Bessie  Kirkman 

Joseph  Wells 

James  K.  Neill 

Charline  Smith 

Jack  White 

A.  Zane  Pyles 

Lorna  Ingalls 

Rachel  Rhoades 

Alma  Low 

Morgan  Davies 

Jessie  L.  Connell 
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COMPETITIONS. 


THE  NEW   COMPETITION. 

PRIZES    FOR    THE    BEST   CHAPTER    ENTERTAINMENTS. 

To  encourage  chapter  formation  and  further  to  promote  the  aims 
and  purpose  of  the  St.  Nicholas  League  the  following  prize  offers 
are  made  to  chapters  already  formed,  and  to  those  that  may  form  in 
time  to  take  part  in  the  competition. 

To  the  chapter  that  in  March  or  April  of  the  present  year  shall 
give  the  most  successful  public  entertainment,  and  devote  the  net 
proceeds  to  the  best  use,  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  books,  to  be  selected 
from  The  Century  Co.'s  latest  published  catalogue,  which  will  be 
sent  free  on  application. 

To  the  chapter  ranking  second,  as  above,  twenty-five  dollars' 
worth    of    Century    publications. 

To  the  chapter  ranking  third, 
fifteen  dollars'  worth 

To  the  chapter  ranking  fourth, 
ten  dollars'  worth. 

RULES   FOR    THIS    COMPETITION. 

1.  The  entertainment  may  be  of 
any  sort,  provided  that  a  majority 
of  the  features  are  selected  from 
the  St.  Nicholas  magazine. 

2.  "The  most  successful  enter- 
tainment" shall  be  understood  to 
mean  the  entertainment  realizing 

the  largest  net  proceeds  after  legiti-  "  February.' 

mate  expenseshave  beendeducted. 

3.  The  "  best  use  "  shall  be  understood  to  mean  that  most  in 
accordance  with  the  St.  Nicholas  League  aims  and  purpose,  and  it 
may  be  educational,  charit.ible,  patriotic,  or  humane,  or  for  the  best 
advancement  of  the  League  itself  as  represented  by  the  chapter 
giving  the  entertainment.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  sum  realized 
be  all  devoted  to  one  purpose.  The  matter  is  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  each  chapter,  and  a  full  report  must  be  made  to  the  League 
editor  by  the  chapter  president  and  secretary,  and  indorsed  as  cor- 
rect by  those  to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid. 

4.  In  all  public  announcements  of  the  entertainment,  and  upon  the 
printed  programme,  the  chapter  number  and  the  name  of  the  League 
must  appear,  as  per  followmg  example : 

Given  by  the  St.  Nicholas  League, 

Chapter  No.  , 

Of  (Town),  (State). 

If  the  chapter  has  a  name,  the  name  should  also  appear. 

5.  Whenever  practicable,  it  shall  be  allowable  for  chapters  to  ob- 
tain free  use  of  hall,  accessories,  costumes,  and  any  other  form  of 
contribution  possible,  in  order  to  swell  their  net  proceeds  — 

in  fact,  to  make  any  honest  effort  to  reduce  the  expenses 
of  giving  the  entertainment. 

6.  Where  a  dramatic  entertainment  is  to  be  given  the  St. 
Nicholas  League  will,  »^on  application  signed  by  ckapter 
president  and  secretary ,  send,  postpaid,  "  The  Book  of  St. 
Nicholas  Plays,"  from  which  any  play  may  be  selected, 
said  book  to  remain  the  property  of  the  League  for  use  in 
future  entertainments,  and  must  be  returned  care  of  The 
Century'  Co.  when  the  entertainment  is  over. 

7.  The  report  of  each  entertainment,  with  a  copy  of  its 
jprogramme,  must  be  received  by  the  League  editor  on  or 

before  March  31st.     The  awards  will  be  announced  in  the 
League  department  for  June. 

RE^L■^RKS. 

This  competition  ought  to  result  in  a  great  deal  of  good 
for  everybody.     Whether  the  entertainment  be  dramatic. 


musical,  recitative,  a  fair,  or  a  combination  of  all,  it  cannot  fail  to  re- 
sult in  much  wholesome  interest  and  pleasure,  while  the  fund  ob- 
tained, whether  small  or  large,  whether  it  obtams  a  prize  or  not,  will 
be  of  benefit  to  whatever  good  purpose  it  be  applied. 

NOTICE   TO    SECRETARIES. 

As  a  matter  of  convenience,  the  secretary  of  each  chapter  should 
be  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  from  any  one  desiring  to  sub- 
scribe for  St.  Nicholas,  and  the  publishers  have  agreed  to  allow 
a  liberal  commission  on  each  nenu  subscription  so  received,  the 
amount  to  be  placed  to  the  ch.ipter's  credit  and  remitted  to  the  said 
chapter  when  it  shall  aggregate  $5.00.  Chapters  may  accumulate 
a  good  fund  in  this  way,  and  while  an  entertainment  is  in  prog- 
ress a  number  of  subscriptions  should  easily  be  obtained. 

REGULAR   PRIZE   COMPETITION    No.    29. 

The  St.  Nicholas  League  awards  gold  and  silver  badges  each 
month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings,  photographs,  puzzles, 
and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Special  Cash  Prize.  To  any  League  member  who  has  won 
a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achievements,  and  shall 
again  win  first  place,  a  cash  prize  0/ Jive  dollars  will  be  awarded, 
instead  0/ another  gold  badge. 

Competition  No.  2g  will  close  February  15  (for  foreign  members 
February  20).  The  awards  will  be  announced  and  prize  contribu- 
tions published  in  St.  Nicholas  for  May. 

Vekse.  To  contain  not  more  than  twenty-four  lines, and  may  be 
illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two  pictures  by  the  author. 
Title  to  contain  the  word  "  May  "  or  "  May-time." 

Prose.  Story,  article,  or  play  of  not  more  than  four  hundred 
words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two 
drawings  by  the  author.  Suljject,  "  One  Sunny  Day,"  and  must 
be  a  true  story. 

Photograph.  Any  size,  mounted  or  unmounted,  but  no  blue 
prints  or  negatives.     Subject,  "Our  Animal  Friend  (or  Friends)." 

Dr.wving.  India  ink,  very  black  writing-ink,  or  wash  (not  color). 
Subject,  "  A  Heading  for  May."  May  be  suitable  for  any  portion 
of  the  League  department,  or  for  a  poem  or  story. 

Puzzle.  Any  sort,  the  answer 
to  contain  some  word  or  words 
relating  to  the  season. 

Puzzle-answers.  Best,  neat- 
est, and  most  complete  set  of  an- 
swers to  puzzles  in  this  issue  of 
St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photo- 
graph. To  encourage  the  pursu- 
ing of  game  with  a  camera  instead 
of  a  gun.  For  the  best  photograph 
of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken  in 
its  natural  koine :  First  Prize, 
five  dollars  and  League  gold 
badge.  Second  Prize,  three  dol- 
lars and  League  gold  badge.  Third 
Prize,  League  gold  badge. 

ADVERTISING  COMPETITION   No.  10. 

A  REPORT  of  this  competition  with  a  list  of  prize-winners  will  be 
found  on  advertising  page  9. 

RULES   FOR   REGULAR  COMPETITIONS. 

Every  contribution  of  whatever  kind  must  bear  the  name,  age,  and 
addressofthesender,  andbeindorsedas  "original"  by  parent,  teacher, 
or  guardian,  zulio  must  be  convinced  beyond  doubt  that  the  contribu- 
tion is  not  copied,  but  wholly  the  work  of  the  sender.  If  prose,  the 
number  of  words  should  also  be  added.  These  things  must  not  be 
on  a  separate  sheet,  but  on  the  contribution  itself —  if  a  manuscript, 
on  the  upper  margin  ;  if  a  picture,  on  the  margin  or  back.  Write  or 
draw  on  one  side  0/  the  paper  only,  k  contributor  may  send  but 
one  contribution  a  month  —  not  one  of  each  kind,  but  one  only. 
Members  are  not  obliged  to  contribute  every  month.  Address  all 
communications:  The  St.  Nicholas  League, 

Union  Square, 

New  York. 


WILLIAM     BERGEN,     AGE    9. 


FEBRUARY 


CASTLE    HANFORD,     AGE     I4. 


BOOKS    AND    READING. 


REPORT    UPON   THE    "  SPELLING-MATCH." 


HE  delay  in  report- 
ing upon  the  con- 
test in  correcting 
the  story,  "  Eh  Ker- 
nel's Sun,"  printed 
in  the  October 
number,  has  been 
caused  by  the  large 
numl)er  of  answers,  more 
than  1170  having  been  re- 
ceived. Every  answer  has  been 
carefully  examined,  and  those  found  to  con- 
tain errors  being  excluded  one  by  one,  the  rest 
were  examined  again  and  again,  and  finally 
ranked  according  to  their  merit  and  the  ages  of 
the  writers. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  were  marked  correct 
in  spelling,  and  then  these  were  considered  with 
regard  to  the  relative  age  of  the  sender,  the 
neatness  and  general  excellence  of  the  versions 
submitted. 

The  final  result  of  the  examination  follows : 


PRIZE-WINNERS. 

William  S.  Rusk,  8  years  old,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Geddes  Smith,  n  years  old,  Orange,  N.  J. 
Ernest  Fowler,  1 1  years  old,  Denver,  Col. 
Robert  W.  Wilson,  11  years  old,  Lexington, Mo. 
George  S.  Buck,  10  years  old,  Taunton,  Mass. 

SPECIAL    HONORABLE     MENTION,    WITH     AWARD 
OF    ADDITIONAL    FRIZES. 

Satia  York,  Detroit,  Mich.,  9. 

Katharine  McC.  Dayton,  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J.,  10. 

Harold  Stephens,  Chicago,  111.,  10. 

Ralph  Blackledge,  Caney,  Kan.,  9. 

Constance  H.  Irvine,  Minneapolis,  Minn,,  10. 

HONORABLE    MENTION. 

Lilian  Sarah  Burt,  Ivoryton,  Conn.,  13. 
Florence  Ross  Ehvell,  Amherst,  Mass.,  13. 
Annie  C.  Sykes,  Cincinnati,  O.,  13. 
Lester  M.  Beattie,  Norwalk,  O.,  13. 
Donald  McGregor,  Slocan,  B.  C,  10. 
Caroline  Sinkler,  Charleston,  S.  C,  13. 
Kate  Baker,  Columbia  City,  Ind.,  12. 
Grace  C.  Oilman,  Fossil,  Ore.,  12. 
Dorothy  Buckingham,  Washington,  D.  C,  11. 
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SPECIAL    ROLL   OK    HONOR. 

Paula  Elizabeth  Hazard,  14. 
Alice  W.  I'hillips,  14. 
Mary  R.  Hutchins(in,  14. 
Jennie  M.  Clow,  14. 
Gretchen  (ireen,  14. 
Samuel  Stiiliiian  Uciry,  14. 
Edith  Clare  Williams,  13. 
Ruth  \V.  Gilnioro,  14. 
Grace  Reyiiokls  Douglas,  il. 
Robert  C.  Lower,  14. 
Katherine  G.  Ciiapin,  11. 
Alida  S.  Pear,  14. 
Josephine  Johnson,  14. 
Bessie  Alter,  12. 
Antoinette  Heckscher,  13. 
Edna  Wise,  13. 


ROLL   OF    HOXOR. 

Containing  the  names  of  all  the  rest  of  those  who  made 
no  mistakes  in  words  or  spelling. 

Eight  years  old. 
Margaret  B.  McElroy 


Nim  years  old. 


Thomas  E.  Gay 
Evelyn  A.  Noble 
Margaret  U.  Penniman 
Martha  Fifiekl 
Edward  Merriam  Powell 
Steele  Wotkyns 


Gregory  Hartswick 
Dorothy  QuimbyApplegate 
Warren  S.  Ellison 
John  Rice  Minor 
Katherine  Copeland 
Harold  B.  Hering 


Ten  years  old. 


Horace  M.  Bringhurst 
Marion  Helen  Tobin 
Helen  A.  Lee 
James  T.  Hanna 
Martha  Bradey  Weeden 
Qara  May  Colley 
Elsie  May  Paty 
Thomas  Reath 
Dorothy  Swift 


Flora  Lee 
Marjorie  Sparrow 
Mary  Dana  Oughton 
Eugenia  Bradley 
Henry  Ten  Eyck  Perry 
Gladys  Groves 
Harold  Thompson 
Edward  P.  Carpenter 
Maurice  Windus 


Eleven  years  old. 


Catherine  Potter 
Albert  E.  Gartside 
Hele.i  Winstone 
Harry  Parsons 
Marjor'e  Peet 
Florence  R.  Beck 
Madeleine  McKechnie 
Elizabeth  Halsey 
Ruth  H.  Keigwin 
Marjorie  Hill 
Helen  H.  Crandell 
Lida  S.  McCague 
Elizabeth  H.Webster 
Joseph  Larkin 
Helen  Turner 
Lois  J.  Andrews 
Helen  Greene 
Bessie  Clancey 

Eleanor 


Ralph  C.  McGee 
Helen  Schlesinger 
Ernest  G.  Fifield 
Florence  G.  Brown 
Genevieve  Apperly 
Dorothy  NicoU 
Louise  Gregory 
Wolcomb  Rogers 
Olive  R.  T.  Griffin 
Sara  Stowell  Graves 
Julia  E.  Patterson 
Marjorie  Jane  White 
J.  Lawrence  Myers 
Marjory  Mullon 
Helen  Dutton  Bogart 
Helen  Throssell 
Helen  K.  Baker 
Katherine  Taylor 
M.  Henry 


Twelve  years  old. 

Everett  A.  Baldwin  Fanny  Taylor 

Marguerite  M.  Cree  Edythe  R.  Carr 

Mildred  Spargo  Helen  D.  Fish 


Constance  Hoyt 
Louise  Tennant 
Marion  Gay 
Frances  |.  Shriver 
Hester  Barclay  Fogg 
Margaret  L.  Fishhurne 
Ethel  Emma  Miller 
Madeleine  L.  Hirsh 
Clinton  Brown 
Cora  Barr 
Margaret  Kutner 
Edith  Barstow 
Marguerite  Hallowell 
Catherine  Gifford 
Louise  K.  Chase 
Violet  AL  MacEwen 
Arthur  H.  Lord 
Mary  R.  Walley 
Bata  ]\L  Bemis 
Frances  Tlaworth 
Raymond  (Gardner 
Alice  McCullough 

Clara  S. 


Emerson  Grant  SutclifTe 
Raymond  Fuller 
LjIiii  Burgess 
Alaiy  ]•.  Watkins 
J  loratio  Perry 
Elizabeth  Parker 
Robert  Hance 
Rutii  C.  Sharp 
Eva  Fortuine 
NL  ElaiiiL-  Swezey 
June  J5ucchcle 
Katharine  Park  Lewis 
I'rudencc  Ellis 
Elsie  Fuller 
Mortimer  H.  Hess 
Margery  B.  Chipman 
Katharine  Hammond 
Roba  Forbes 
Donald  Sweet 
Theodore  Wilkinson 
Arvin  B.  Shaw,  Jr. 
Richard  Lewis  Remare 
Cutler 


Thirteen  years  old. 


Eva  Fling 
Grace  B.  Coolidge 
Aimee  B.  Drake 
Marion  E.  Larrabee 
Mary  Enid  Hately 
Roy  J.  Clampitt 
Robert  Hardy 
Maria  Louise  Meeker 
Davis  V.  Applegate 
Marjorie  Warden 
Minnie  Sweet 
Marion  L.  Greene 
Julia  B.  Collier 
Birdie  Bruns 
Ruth  W^  Kendrick 
Louise  Jenkins 
Lura  F.  Heilman 
Marjorie  Hammons 
Frank  S.  Surls 
Alice  Potter 

Emil 


Marion  Chesley 
Anna  Clara  Pike 
Mary  C.  Hiss 
Vitas  Hunt 
Charles  MacVeagh 
Dorothy  Piatt 
Philip  Roberts 
Anna  Loraine  Washburn 
Henry  McKinnie 
May  Adsit 
Winfield  Cobb 
Robert  B.  Childs 
Florence  Cochrane  Turner 
Margaret  Williams 
Constance    Warwick    Ste- 
phenson 
Isadore  Douglas 
Isabel  A.  Guilbert 
Margaret  Fithian 
Miriam  Riggs  Burch 
Breitenfeld 


Fourteen  years  old. 


Edith  H.  Ford 
Rosa  M.  Waltmann 
Elizabeth  C.  Potter 
Franklin  Talmage 
Rachel  Riddle 
Marion  R.  Russell 
'lel  C.  Breed 
/illia  Nelson 
Lesley  B.  Crawford 
Eleanor  McCormick 
Ruth  C.  Dewey 
Florence  Murdock 
Helen  Chapin  Moodey 
Marguerite  Beatrice  Child 
John  Mott 

Frances  NL  Thomsen 
Rebecca  E.  Moody 
F.  Ethel  Hart 
Edna  Marrett 
Edith  H.  Smith 
Marjorie  F.  Wells 
Marion  Senker 
Corina  Soldati 
Catherine  A.  Carter 


ye 

Samuel  Pierson,  Jr. 
Clarence  B.  Arnold 
Elizabeth  Clark  Eaton 
Margaret  Wilkie  Gilholm 
Jean  Paul  Slusser 
Minnie  Gwyn 
Clara  Stutz 

Winifred  F.  Dennison 
Alden  W.  Baldwin 
Margaret  Hamilton 
R.  Burke  Vermilya 
Leila  Elizabeth  Heflfron 
Elsa  B.  Sommer 
Delia  H.  Varrcll 
Lizzie  S.  James 
Lila  M.  King 
Grace  Harriet  Gracf 
Henry  C.  Hallowell,  Jr. 
Edna  Schell 
Nicholas  C.  Bleecker 
Ethel  M.  Crittenden 
Geoffrey  Lemmon 
Marion  Dawley 
Edna  B.  Hopkins 
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Anna  M.  Richards  Ruth  M.  Olmstead 

Pauline  S.  Merwin  Gaylord  Hawley  Paine 

Reynold  A.  Spaeth  Ruth  Mitchell 

Carl  H.  P.  Thurston  Dorothy  Kuh 

Corinne  Gradwohl 

A  word  or  two  of  explanation  will  show  the 
meaning  of  these  lists.  First,  the  names  of  a// the 
two  hundred  and  fifty  boys  and  girls  whose  ver- 
sions were  correctly  written  appear  in  the  lists 
given.  In  the  Prize-winners,  Special  Honorable 
Mention,  Honorable  Mention,  and  Special  Roll 
of  Honor  lists  appear  the  names  of  those  whose 
versions,  considering  age,  were  the  neatest,  least 
faulty,  and  most  creditable. 

These  all  were  judged  and  marked  specially, 
and  then  compared.  The  five  ranking  highest 
were  made  prize-winners,  and  each  receives  one 
year's  subscription  to  St.  Nicholas.  The  five 
next  in  rank  received  Special  Honorable  Men- 
tion, and  it  was  decided  by  the  editor  that  each 
of  these  also  should  receive  a  year's  subscription 
to  St.  Nicholas,  in  recognition  of  the  excellence 
of  their  work. 

In  considering  the  result  it  must  not  be  for- 
gotten that  the  prizes  were  awarded  in  accord- 
ance with  the  conditions  stated  in  the  October 
number,  and  that  age  and  neatness  were  the 
deciding  factors,  since  two  hundred  and  fifty 
competitors  succeeded  in  correcting  the  "queer" 
spelling.  The  ages  are  given  in  every  case. 
The  fact  that  five  boys  took  all  the  prizes  was 
entirely  unexpected,  and  is  a  little  surprising. 
The  little  eight-year-old  who  took  a  prize  de- 
serves especial  credit. 

The  judges  of  the  contest  desire  to  say  a  few 
words  about  the  errors  that  were  made. 

The  commonest  of  all  was  the  writing  of 
"  passed  "  to  correct  "  paste,"  instead  of  writing 
"  paced."  Of  course  the  whole  story  was 
meant  to  contain  words  rightly  spelled,  but 
wrongly  used.  The  correct  pronunciation  of 
the  words  gave  the  clue  to  the  true  substitute. 
"  Paste  "  has  a  long  a,  and,  every  child  knows, 
is  not  pronounced  "  passed,"  or  "  past." 


Secondly,  the  idea  plainly  was  to  write  a  story 
that,  read  aloud,  would  sound  the  same  as  the 
one  printed ;  consequently,  all  changes  of  words 
were  counted  as  errors.  "  Rung  "  is  correct, 
and  a  good  substitute  for  "  wrung  "  ;  "  rang  "  is 
also  correct,  but  is  a  change  of  sound,  and  so 
was  counted  an  error.  "  Until  "  is  correct,  but 
so  is  "  till,"  and  to  change  "  till  "  to  "  until  " 
was  an  unnecessary  change  of  sound  and  there- 
fore counted  against  those  who  made  it. 

Next  to  "  passed,"  the  commonest  fault  was 
to  write  "  drachm  "  instead  of  "  dram."  Un- 
doubtedly one  could  give  a  boy  a  sweet  drachm, 
but  the  phrase  is  not  used  in  that  way.  It  is  as 
if  one  said,  "  gave  him  a  sweet  pintT  "  Dram  " 
means  a  drink,  and  was  considered  the  better 
choice  to  suit  the  meaning,  especially  with  the 
adjective  "  sweet."  The  spellings  "  phial  "  and 
"  vial  "  were  both  allowed. 

Many  wrote  "  as  hale  as  a  young  hare,''  in- 
stead of  "bear";  many  omitted  the  "two" 
before  lips  ;  "  teaming  "  bothered  a  number  — 
"  teeming  "  being  an  unusual  word.  "  Wrapt  " 
for  "  wrapped  "  was  allowed,  being  a  good  dic- 
tionary spelling,  and  in  good  usage.  Many 
substituted  "ruche"  for  "rufif"  in  correcting 
"rough";  and,  in  fact,  every  possible  mistake 
seems  to  have  been  made. 

Undoubtedly  the  rules  for  marking  errors  were 
strictly  applied ;  but  in  a  contest  where  care  and 
accuracy  alone  were  necessary  to  secure  a  per- 
fect answer,  this  was  the  right  course.  The 
number  of  correct  answers,  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  shows  that  the  rules  adopted  were  not  too 
strict.  Very  many  of  those  who  failed  made 
more  than  a  single  error,  and  the  judges  have 
spared  no  pains  to  make  their  decision  entirely 
fair  and  impartial.  All  disputed  or  doubtful 
questions  were  decided  by  several  different 
persons. 

To  those  who  wrote  thanking  the  editor  for 
the  pleasure  and  benefits  derived  from  the  con- 
test, grateful  acknowledgment  is  here  made. 


ANSWERS  TO  PUZZLES   IN   THE  JANUARY   NUMBER. 
Meet.  2.  Emma. 


Word-square.   : 
3.   Emir.     ^.  Tare. 

Overlapping  Squares. 
Abba.     2.   Baal.     3.   Baba. 
2.   Alas.     3.   Base.     4.  Ase 
2.  Aser.     3.   Seir.     4.   Errs. 

Ada,  Adam,  a  man,  ant, 


I   and    11.     I. 
4.  Alas.     III. 
IV  and  V. 


«■   I.   Baba. 
I.  Base. 

Progressive  Numerical  Enigma. 
adamant. 

DoL-BLE  Acrostic.  Primals,  reading  downward,  "  A  Merr>- 
Christmas";  finals,  reading  upward,  "and  Happy  New  Year." 
Cross-words:  i.  Author.  2.  Modena.  3.  Efface.  4.  Rubify.  5. 
Redraw.  6.  Yankee.  7.  Canton.  8.  Humbly.  9.  Recoup.  10. 
Instep.  II.  Seneca.  12.  Trough.  13.  Morbid.  14.  Awaken. 
13.  Sahara. 

Connected  Squares.      I.      i.  Owls.      2.   Wait.      3.  Like.     4. 


Yule.     2.  Upon. 

Linnaeus. 
5.  Aster. 


3.  Oils.    4.  Else. 
IV.   I.   Bare.     2. 


Load. 


IK. 
Area. 


Mane. 
3.   Rest. 


Stem.  II.  I.  Oboe.  2.  Boil 
2.  Apes.  3.  Neap.  4.  Espy. 
4.  Eats.     V. 

Primal  Acrostic. 
tium.  4.  Narcissus. 
8.  Strawberry. 

A  Doubly  Beheaded  Acrostic. 
Fr-eight.  3.  Re-serve.  4.  An-them 
Gr-ill.     8.   Al-tar.     9.  Kn-it.     10.  Pl-ease. 

Charade.     Miss-ell-tow  —  Mistletoe. 

Diamond,     i.   G.     2.   Moa.     3.  Goose.     4.  Ask.     5.  E. 

Concealed    Central   Acrostic.      January,      i.  ma-j-or.     2. 
ab-a-se.     3.   to-n-ic.     4.  fo-u-rs.     5.   tr-a-in.    6.  mo-r-al.     7.   ra-y-ed. 


3.   Loaa.     4. 

[.   Lotus.     2.   Ivy.     3.  Nastur- 
I.   Elecampane.      7.   Unifoliate. 

Festivities,      i.   Ef-face.     2. 
5.  Gr-in.     6.   In-vent.      7. 
En-sign. 


To  our  Puzzlers:  Answers,  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  magazine,  must  be  received  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  and 
should  be  addressed  to  St.  Nicholas  Riddle-box,  care  of  The  Century  Co.,  33  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Answers  to  all  the  Puzzles  in  the  Xove.mber  Nu.mber  were  received,  before  November  15th,  from  Ellen  I.  True  —  M.  McG. 

Joe  Carlada — Basco  Hammond  —  Katharine    Tha-xter — Frances  Himter  —  Helen  D.   Harris  —  Arthur  H.  Weston — Louise  E.  Jones 

Shipley  W.    Ricker,  Jr. — Allil  and  Adi  —  Ottilie,  Eleanor,  and  .Mabel   .Mason  —  Edward  Sargent  Steinbach  —  Wilkic  Gilholiii  —  Nettie 

Lawrence  —  Clare,  Esther,  Ernest,  and  Constance —  Rosalie  L.  Haiismann  — Theodora  Kimball  —  "'Tia"  —  Georgie  and  Helen  Monroe 

fJertrude  H.  Lemon — Arthur  H.  Lord  —  Samuel  P.  Haldenstein  —  Eleanor  M.  Tray  lor  —  Dorothy  Amo  Baldwin — Edgar  Whillock  — 
Joe  S.  Beem  — Agnes  Cole  —  Eva  A.  Mooar  — Edythe  R.  Carr—  Ethel  Carleton  Williams  —Olive  R.  T.  Gnffin—  H.  G.  G.  —Florence 
M.  Williams  —  Tessie  McMechan — Eleanor  R.  McClees — Edith  Lewis  Lauer  —  Reg.  Cain-Bartels. 

Answers  to  Puzzles  in  the  November  Number  were  received,  before  November  15th,  from  Mary  Lowell,  7— Daniel  Milton  Miller, 
10 —  Florence  and  Edna,  9  — Harold  K.  Schoff,  6  —  Ruth  and  G.  B.,  Jr.,  5  —  Constance  Irvine,  9  —  Charlotte  E.  Cunneen,  5  —  Welles 
Ba-vter,  8  —  Grace  L.  Craven,  3  —  Amelia  Ferguson,  5  —  Alexander  P.  Gest,  Jr.,  i — George  Kahn,  4  —  Daisy  Pitcher,  i  —  Delia  E. 
Taintor,  i  —  Mary  A.  ^^  Bayne,  1  —  Henry  Carter,  i  —  Bessie  S.  Gallup,  9  —  Lowell  Walcutt,  9 — John  McK.  Blaikie,  10  —  Gertrude'  L. 
Cannon,  8  —  Samuel  Sachs,  i. 


PATCHWORK. 

{Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

(Ex.A.MPLE:  Take  a  syllable  from  an'old-fashioned  fem- 
inine name,  and  a  syllable  from  a  garland,  and  make  a 
lozenge.     Answer,  Tab-itha,  chap-let :    tablet.) 

1.  Take  a  syllable  from  a  large  gun,  and  one  from 
part  of  a  harness,  and  make  a  means  of  illumination. 

2.  Take  a  syllable  from  to  overflow,  and  one  from  a 
great  number,  and  make  to  expand. 

3.  Take  a  syllable  from  a  meal,  and  one  from  to  cheat, 
and  make  to  discern. 

4.  Take  a  syllable  from  one  who  worships  idols,  and 
one  from  to  meditate  on,  and  make  a  paragraph. 

5.  Take  a  syllable  from  the  name  of  a  large  fish,  and 


one  from  something  worn  round  the  neck,  and  make  a 
coin. 

The  initials  of  the  five  new  words  will  spell  a  name 
which  is  a  great  favorite  on  Valentine's  Day. 

EDWARD    T.    HILLS. 
EASY  DIAGONAL. 

Ai.i,  the  words  described  contain  the  same  number  of 
letters.  When  rightly  guessed  and  written  one  below 
another,  the  diagonal  (beginning  at  the  upper  left-hand 
letter  and  ending  at  the  lower  right-hand  letter)  will 
spell  a  little  word  that  is  often  seen  nowadays. 

Cross-words:  i.  Part  of  a  ship.  2.  A  governor. 
3.  A  prank.     4.  Once  more.     5.   Without  sight. 

JOSEPH  WELLS  (League  Member). 
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NOVKL   ZIGZAG. 

(Gold Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 

When  the  following  word-s  have  been 
rightly  guessed,  and  written  one  below  an- 
other, the  zigzag,  beginning  at  the  upper  left- 
hand  letter  and  ending  at  the  lower  left-hand  letter,  and 
then  beginning  again  at  the  lower  right-hand  letter  and 
ending  at  the  upper  right-hand  letter,  will  spell  a  famous 
quotation  which  relates  to  the  valentine  season. 

Cross-words  (of  equal  length):  i.  A  pacer.  2. 
Captives.  3.  A  rich  fabric.  4.  To  invest  with  raiment. 
5.  Slow-moving  animals.  6.  A  place  in  India  where 
Wellington  gained  a  victory.  7.  A  place  on  the  nor- 
thern shore  of  Lake  Ontario.  8.  One  of  the  pyramids. 
9.  Attended.  10.  An  ancient  name  of  Britain.  II.  A 
masculine  name.  Reginald  cain-bartels. 

BEHEADINGS. 

I.  Behead  a  quick  look,  and  leave  a  long  spear.  2. 
Behead  unusual,  and  leave  a  common  verb.  3.  Behead 
to  come  forth,  and  leave  to  sink.  4.  Behead  to  correct, 
and  leave  to  repair.  5.  Behead  to  that  place,  and  leave 
to  this  place.  6.  Behead  perfect,  and  leave  to  divide. 
7.  Behead  part  of  the  neck,  and  leave  to  mimic.  8.  Be- 
head brightness,  and  leave  privation.  9.  Behead  the 
backbone,  and  leave  an  evergreen-tree.  10.  Behead  to 
light  up  suddenly,  and  leave  to  strike  with  a  whip.  II. 
Behead  to  fall  back  into  a  former  state,  and  leave  to  pass 
away.  12.  Behead  an  emblem  of  peace,  and  leave  to 
dwell.  13.  Behead  a  pool,  and  leave  before.  14.  Be- 
head disdain,  and  leave  a  grain.  15.  Behead  to  bring 
up,  and  leave  to  shower.  16.  Behead  to  justify,  and 
leave  to  point  out.  17.  Behead  high  above  the  ground, 
and  leave  a  story.  18.  Behead  foliage,  and  leave  the 
lower  edges  of  a  roof.  19.  Behead  pertaining  to  a  point 
of  the  compass,  and  leave  backward.  20.  Behead  no- 
thing, and  leave  something.  21.  Behead  to  rely  on,  and 
leave  to  become  oxidized.  22.  Behead  angry,  and  leave 
standard.  23.  Behead  bigoted,  and  leave  a  missile 
weapon.  24.  Behead  strong  feeling,  and  leave  move- 
ment. 

The  beheaded  letters  spell  certain  words  which  will 
be  found  on  many  valentines. 

HELENE  BOAS  (League  Member). 

DIAGONAL. 

[Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 
When  the  following  words  have  been  rightly  guessed, 
and  written  one  below  another,  the  diagonal  (beginning 
at  the  upper  left-hand  letter  and  ending  at  the  lower 
right-hand  letter)  will  spell  the  name  of  a  saint. 

Cross-words  :  i.  A  seaport  in  British  Columbia.  2. 
A  territory  in  the  southern  part  of  Syria.     3.  The  name 


of  three  beautiful 
Irish  lakes.  4. 
The  principal  sea- 
port of  England. 

5.  A  small  town 
that  was  the  scene 
of  the  first  blood- 
shed of  the  Amer- 
ican   Revolution. 

6.  The  "Silver  Republic."  7. 
The  birth-place  of  Whittier. 
8.  A  town  in  Navarro  County, 
Texas.  9.  A  portion  of  the 
\'atican  Palace  at  Rome. 

HAROLD    HERIXG. 


CONCEALED   CENTRAL,   ACROSTIC. 

A  child  of  time,  I  cannot  stay, 
But  vanish  slowly,  day  by  day. 

Cross-words. 

1.  There  was  a  modest  little  man 
Who  proffered  books  to  Mary  Ann. 

2.  "  I  've  written  works  of  note,"  said  he, 

"  But  fame  and  wealth  are  naught  to  me. 

3.  "  For  when  I  hurt  a  borrowed  book 

The  paths  of  learning  I  forsook. 

4.  "  I  do  not  care  to  be  too  wise  — 

To  cross  my  t's  and  dot  my  i's. 

5.  "Yet  this  poor  secret  you  must  keep  — 

I  wish  our  spelling-books  were  cheap. 

6.  "  For,  first  and  foremost,  I  confess. 

My  spelling  's  not  a  great  success." 

7.  And  then  upon  his  heart  he  placed 

His  hand,  and  bowed  with  tact  and  taste. 

8.  "Of  course,"  said  Mary  Ann;  "indeed, 

I  skip  the  spelling  when  I  read." 

ANNA  M.  PRATT. 

DOUBLE    ACROSTIC. 

My  primals  and  finals  are  both  seen  on  valentines. 
Cross-words:   i.  A  loud  noise.     2.   To  connect.     3. 
A  dance.     4.   Interior.     5.  Divided. 

BESSIE  kirkman  (League  Member). 
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CHILDREN    OF   AN    EXILED    KING. 


By  Emii.v   p.   Weaver. 


The  little  boy  and  girl  in  the  picture  on 
page  389  were  children  of  King  James  II.  of 
England  ;  but  about  seven  years  before  it  was 
painted  he  had  been  driven  from  his  throne  be- 
cause he  had  tried  to  force  his  people  to  change 
their  religion  against  their  will.  The  boy's 
name  was  James  Francis  Edward,  and  he  was 
seven  years  old  when  this  portrait  was  taken. 
The  little  girl's  name  was  Louisa  Mary.  She 
was  then  hardly  four  years  old,  but  in  the  por- 
trait she  is  dressed  like  a  grown-up  court  lady. 

Though  their  father  was  a  king,  he  was  very 
poor,  for,  when  he  fled  from  England,  he  was 
forced  to  leave  behind  In'm  everything  he  pos- 
sessed. He  would  not  have  known  where  to 
obtain  food  and  shelter  for  himself  and  his 
family  had  not  the  King  of  France,  Louis 
XIV.,  given  him  a  large  sum  of  money  every 
year,  and  lent  him  a  beautiful  house  to  live  in, 
called  the  Chateau  of  St.  Germains.  Many 
English  people,  who  thought  that  James  ought 
to  be  King  of  England  still,  came  to  live  at  St. 
Germains  too.  They  had  spent  their  money 
and  lost  their  lands  and  houses  in  trying  to 
help  James  II.  to  regain  his  crown,  and  now 
some  of  them  were  almost  starving,  and  James, 
in  his  turn,  had  to  use  in  helping  them  much 
of  the  money  that  the  French  king  gave  him. 
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His  little  son  and  daughter  were  taught  not  to 
spend  their  money  on  sweetmeats  and  toys,  but 
to  save  it  up  for  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  poor  gentlemen  who  had  suffered  so 
much  for  their  father's  sake.  These  children 
were  a  great  deal  at  St.  Germains,  so  James 
and  Louise  had  no  lack  of  playfellows,  and,  in 
spite  of  their  father's  misfortunes,  they  had  a 
merry  childhood. 

King  James  seems  to  have  made  a  special  pet 
of  his  little  girl,  whom  he  called  his  comforter, 
while  his  wife,  Queen  Mary,  was  exceedingly 
fond  and  proud  of  both  her  children.  They 
were  \ery  pretty,  and  she  loved  to  dress  them  in 
rich  laces  and  bright-colored  velvets  even  when 
they  were  mere  babies ;  but  the  French  ladies 
wondered  to  see  such  small  children  dressed  in 
robes  of  state.  The  queen  herself  had  been 
brought  up  very  strictly,  so  she  was  careful  not 
to  be  too  severe  with  her  own  children.  She 
treated  them  as  friends  and  companions,  and 
they  loved  her  dearly.  Happily  for  them,  she 
sometimes  seemed  able  to  forget  her  troubles, 
and  St.  Germains  witnessed  many  a  gay  scene 
while  the  royal  exiles  held  their  little  court  there. 

There  were  birthday  parties  for  the  prince 
and  princess,  and  masquerades  and  picnics, 
and  merry  romps  in  the  fields  beside  the  Seine, 
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CHILDREN    OF    AN    EXILED    KING. 


wlic'ii  James  and  Louise  ami  all  their  young 
companions  pretended  to  help  the  haymakers. 
Both  the  brother  and  sister  were  good  dancers, 
and  one  evening,  when  the  queen  was  away 
from  home,  Louise  wrote  to  her  that,  finding  a 
number  of  young  people  had  assembled  in  the 
palace,  she  had  sent  in  quest  of  a  violin,  and 
they  had  danced  country  dances  till  supper- 
time.  Occasionally  the  King  of  France  invited 
Queen  Mary  and  her  children  to  a  state  ball  at 
Versailles,  but  on  these  occasions  there  must 
have  been  too  much  form  and  ceremony  for 
real  enjoyment. 

Louise  was  fond  of  riding,  and  even  a  severe 
fall  when  hunting  did  not  induce  her  to  give  it 
up.  Once  she  was  invited  by  the  Dauphiness 
of  France  to  join  a  hunting-party,  but  as  she 
had  neither  a  suitable  dress  to  wear  nor  a  horse 
fit  to  mount,  she  would  have  been  obhged  to 
decline  the  invitation  had  not  the  French  prin- 
cess guessed  the  difficulty  she  was  in,  and  pro- 
vided her  with  both   dress  and   steed.       The 
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French  court  happened  to  be  in  mourning,  and 
most  of  the  ladies  wore  habits  of  black  or 
gray  ;  but  Princess  Louise  appeared  resplendent 
in  a  scarlet  dress  trimmed  with  bright  gold. 


'I'en  years  before  this,  when  his  son  was  just 
thirteen,  James  IL  had  died.  From  that  time 
the  prince  was  called  in  France  the  King  of 
England,  though  some  years  later,  when  serving 
in  the  French  army,  he  took  the  name  of  the 
Chevalier  of  St.  George,  for  he  had  not  the 
means  to  live  like  a  king.  But  he  and  his 
friends  kept  hoping  for  years  that  he  would 
one  day  be  King  of  England.  They  were 
always  disappointed,  and  were  so  poor  in  their 
exile  that  Louise  once  said :  "  We  are  reduced 
to  such  pitiable  straits,  and  live  in  so  humble 
a  way,  that  even  if  it  were  the  will  of  Heaven 
to  restore  us  to  our  natural  rank  we  should 
not  know  how  to  play  our  parts  with  becom- 
ing dignity." 

She  was  very  fond  of  her  brother,  and 
was  most  anxious  that  he  should  regain  the 
kingdom  that  his  father  had  lost.  But  in 
spite  of  all  the  troubles  of  her  family,  she  was 
generally  bright  and  happy.  "  It  seems  to 
me,  madam,"  she  once  said  to  her  mother,  in 
the  stately  language  of  that 
old  time,  "  that  persons  who, 
like  myself,  have  been  born 
in  adversity  are  less  to  be  pit- 
ied than  those  who  have  suf- 
fered a  reverse.  Never  hav- 
ing tasted  good  fortune,  they 
are  not  so  sensible  of. their 
calamities ;  besides,  they  al- 
ways have  hope  to  encourage 
them.  Were  it  not  for  that,  it 
would  be  very  melancholy  to 
pass  the  fair  season  of  youth 
in  a  life  so  full  of  sadness." 

Louise  did  not  live  to  know 
that  her  brother's  hopes  were 
never  to  be  fulfilled.  When 
she  was  only  twenty  she  and 
James  were  both  stricken  with 
smallpox,  and  after  a  few  days' 
illness  she  died.  James  re- 
covered, but,  though  he  lived 
to  be  an  old  man,  he  never 
wore  the  crown  of  England,  and  his  hfe  of  bit- 
ter disappointment  made  him  so  sad  and  list- 
less that  even  his  best  friends  at  last  lost  faith 
in  him  and  in  the  success  of  his  cause. 


PRINCE  JAMES  AND  PRINCESS  LuUlbA  MARY,  CHILDREN   UP  JAMES  IE  OF  ENGLAND. 
(From  a  photograph,  by  Walker  &  Boutall,  of  the  original  painting  by  Largilliere  in  the  National  Portrait  Galleo',  London.) 


THE    "GAZETTE'S"    BOY. 


By  Henry  Holcomb  Bennett. 


The  bell  of  the  telephone  in  the  office  of  the 
Fairfield  "  Daily  Gazette  "  rang  furiously. 

"  'Phone,  Mr.  Mclntyre,"  called  the  boy 
who  answered  it,  and  the  city  editor,  pushing 
back  his  chair,  arose  from  his  desk  with  an  un- 
complimentary exclamation  concerning  peo- 
ple who  interrupted  him  at  the  busiest  time  of 
the  day. 

Fairfield  was  a  town  of  sixteen  thousand 
people,  and  it  supported,  or  allowed  to  exist, 
three  daily  papers,  all  issued  in  the  afternoon, 
and  each  one  the  rival  of  the  other  two.  If  a 
"  Gazette  "  reporter  walked  rapidly  down  the 
street,  a  representative  of  the  "  Herald  "  ran 
after  him,  and  a  *'  News  "  reporter,  on  a  bi- 
cycle, chased  the  other  two.  If  the  "  Gazette  " 
came  out  with  a  half-column  on  a  fire,  the 
"  Herald  "  doubled  it,  while  the  "  News  "  ran 
a  double-column  display,  with  alleged  pictures 
of  the  building  "  before  and  after  taking  "  fire. 
To  get  a  "  beat "  or  "  scoop "  on  the  other 
sheets  was  the  absorbing  desire  of  every  man 
and  boy  on  each  of  the  three  papers.  To 
achieve  this  no  effort  was  too  great ;  and  no 
one,  from  the  proprietor  to  pressman,  was  more 
anxious  to  "  work  a  scoop  "  than  was  Jimmy 
Burns,  now  doing  a  month's  trial  on  the 
"  Gazette." 

"Did  you  ever  hear  such  luck?"  almost 
shouted  the  city  editor  as  he  hung  up  the  tele- 
phone-receiver with  a  vicious  jerk  and  came 
back  to  his  desk,  giving  a  kick  to  a  waste- 
basket  which  scattered  its  contents  on  the 
already  littered  floor.  "Here  's  a  big  wreck 
on  the  C.  &:  N.,"  he  went  on,  "  and  no  one 
to  send  after  it.  Big  smash  out  at  the  cut ; 
freight  and  passenger— a  head-end  collision. 
They  've  telegraphed  back  for  surgeons.  The 
wrecking-train  goes  in  fifteen  minutes— and 
no  one  to  send!  " 

"  Where  's  Burke,  and  Thompson,  and  Ste- 
vens? "  asked  the  advertising  man,  who  stood 
near  the  desk,  with  an  unkindly  grin  at  the 
wrathful  helplessness  of  the  city  editor. 


"  How  do  I  know?  Skirmishing  around  up- 
town somewhere.  The  sheet  's  full,  more 
than  '  up '  now,  and  so  they  're  taking  it  easy. 
Great  Scott!  Did  you  ever  hear  such  luck? 
Big  smash — two  hours  to  press-time  —  no  town 
near  there — and  no  one  to  send!"  Mclntyre 
pounded  the  desk  with  his  fist. 

"  Send  me,  Mr.  Mclntyre.     Let  me  go." 

The  city  editor  turned  in  astonishment. 
There,  at  his  elbow,  stood  Jimmy,  his  steady 
gray  eyes  sparkling  with  excitement  and  his 
face  aglow. 

"Send  you!  What  do  you  know  about 
handling  a  big  thing?  A  kid  of  eighteen! 
Your  line  's  church  socials.  This  is  a  bad 
wreck." 

"  Yes,  I  know,"  said  Jimmy  ;  "  but  the  other 
fellows  are  not  here,  and  I  am.  And  father 
used  to  be  on  the  road,  sir.  I  know  it  from 
one  end  to  the  other,  and  every  man  on  it, 
almost.     I  'm  better  than  nobody." 

"  That  's  so,"  assented  Mclntyre.  "  Your 
father  was  an  engineer,  was  n't  he?  Guess 
you  '11  have  to  go.  You  '11  have  to  run,  too, 
or  you  '11  not  catch  the  wrecking-train  ;  and 
that 's  the  only  way  to  get  to  the  wreck  in  time. 
Sure  you  know  what  to  get?  " 

Mclntyre  began  telling  him  what  facts  to 
ascertain  while  Jimmy  hurriedly  got  into  his 
coat,  snatched  up  a  pad  of  paper,  and  ran  for 
the  door,  with  the  city  editor's  admonitions 
following  him  as  he  went  downstairs  in  three 
jumps.  He  broke  into  a  keen  run  as  soon  as 
he  was  on  the  street. 

The  wrecking-train  was  soon  whirling  along 
toward  the  scene  of  the  disaster.  The  exhaust 
of  the  engine  sounded  like  the  roll  of  a  heavy 
drum,  and  the  red-hot  cinders  from  the  stack 
flew  in  a  stream  far  behind  the  train.  In  one 
corner  of  the  caboose,  which  was  the  rear  car, 
a  group  of  surgeons  sat,  with  instrument-cases 
and  rolls  of  bandages  on  the  long  seat  beside 
them.  The  division  superintendent,  a  tele- 
graph-operator, and  half  a  dozen   other  rail- 
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way  men  stood  near  the  rear 
door.  In  the  group,  also,  were 
the  reporters,  — Perkins,  of  the 
"  Herald,"  Bailey,  of  the 
"  News,"  two  of  the  best  news- 
paper men  in  town,  —  listening 
intently  to  the  talk  of  the  rail- 
way employees,  and  now  and 
then  asking  a  keenly  intelligent 
question. 

Jimmy  looked  at  them,  and 
wondered  what  chance  he  stood 
of  beating  these  experienced 
men.  Just  none  at  all,  he  con- 
cluded ;  but  his  eyes  snapped 
as  he  determined  that  thev 
should  not  get  more  accurate 
information  than  he,  even  if 
they  did  handle  it  better.  The 
men  at  the  office  could  rewrite 
his  matter  if  they  pleased,  but 
he  would  be  the  one  who  got 
the  story.  And  if  he  got  it — 
well,  if  he  got  it  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  city  editor,  it 
meant  that  he  would  have  a 
permanent  place  on  the  staff, 
and  his  mother  would  not  have 
to  work  so  hard  at  the  sewing. 

Jimmy  knew  the  telegraph- 
operator,  and  drew  him  to  one 
side. 

"  What  are  the  train  num- 
bers? "  he  asked  ;  and  the  oper- 
ator told  him.  He  gave  Jimmy 
also  the  engine  numbers,  the 
names  of  the  train  crews,  and 
what  the  running  orders  had 
been  ;  and  was  going  on  to  tell 
him  other  items  he  knew  when 
the  group  by  the  rear  door  broke 
up,  and  Bailey,  seating  himself 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  ca- 
boose, called  to  Jimmy. 

"  Hello,  there,  youngster,"  he 
said,  with  a  grin,    "when   did 
the    editor   of    the    '  Gazette '    begin    sending         "  Yes,   Jimmy,"   chimed   in    Perkins,    "  how 
out  children  to  look  after  these  things?"  does  it  come  that  you   are  doing  this  wreck? 

Perkins,  of  the    "  Herald,"   who   sat  beside     Did  you  think  it  was  an  afternoon  tea?  " 
him,  laughed,  as  did  several  of  the  other  men.  "  No,"  said  Jimmy ;  "  we  knew  what  it  was, 
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well  enough  ;  but  Mr.  Mclntyre  .said  that  any  placed.     On  the  arrival  of  the  wrecking-train 

l)()v  on  the  'Gazette'  could  beat  the  'News'  the  surgeons  went  to  work  at  once  to  attend 

and  '  Herald  ' ;  so  I  came."  the  wounded,  while  the  wrecking-crew  attacked 

There  was  a  general  laugh  at  the  expense  of  the  tangle  of  iron   and  wood,  and   began   to 

Perkins  and  Bailey,  in  which  they  joined  ;  but  clear  away  the  shattered  cars. 


for  the  rest  of  the  ride  the  two  men  let  Jimmy 
alone. 

The  wreck  had  occurred  at  the  mouth  of  a 
deep  cut  through  the  shoulder  of  a  hill,  on  a 
curve,   so  that  the  mail  and  express,  dashing 


In  half  an  hour  Jimmy  had  all  the  facts 
which  he  could  gather  concerning  the  wreck, 
and  his  familiarity  with  railway  affairs  stood  him 
in  good  stead.  He  had  written  the  story  as  he 
got  it,  so  that  there  miglit  be  no  delay  at  the 
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"he  threw  a  little  more  power  into  his  work,  and  the  lever  swung  back  and  forth 
more  swiftly  than  before." 


down  the  grade  at  fifty  miles  an  hour,  had 
crashed  into  the  oncoming  freight  before  the 
engineers  of  the  two  trains  were  really  certain 
whether  what  they  heard  was  another  train  or 
the  roar  of  their  own.  The  great  engines  had 
reared  up  like  two  fighting  lions,  and  fell  an 
inextricable  tangle  of  bent  and  broken  rods, 
shattered  running-gear,  and  twisted  iron.  Be- 
hind, around,  and  partly  over  them  the  cars  of 
the  freight  and  the  coaches  of  the  passenger 
were  piled  in  terrible  confusion.  Under  a  tree 
near  the  track  the  injured  passengers  had  been 


office  ;  but  now  the  question  was  to  return  to 
town  and  get  his  copy  to  the  office  in  time  for 
the  paper. 

He  hurried  up  the  side  of  the  cut,  to  where 
the  telegraph-operator  was  seated  on  a  box, 
with  his  instrument  on  a  barrel  before  him. 
With  a  piece  of  wire  the  operator  had  "  tapped" 
the  main  line,  and  had  started  a  temporary 
sending-station  right  at  the  wreck.  Bailey 
was  already  at  the  operator's  side,  and  Perkins 
joined  him  just  as  Jimmy  came  up.  Bailey 
was  arguing  with  the  division  superintendent ; 
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but  his  argument  was  not  convincing,  for  the 
superintendent  turned  away,  saying  decisively : 
"  I  can't  do  it,  boys.  We  need  the  h'ne  our- 
selves. You  can't  send  a  word  from  here  now, 
and  I  don't  know  when  you  can." 

"Here  's  a  nice  go!"  said  Bailey.  "No 
wiring  to  be  done.  Well,  I  'm  going  to  strike 
over  here  in  the  country  and  see  if  I  can  get  a 
horse ;  and  it  's  doubtful  if  tliese  '  hillites  '  own 
horses.     I  '11  try  it,  anyway." 

"  I  shall  stay  right  here,"  Perkins  said. 
"  There  may  be  a  chance  at  this  any  time  ;  and 
it  's  twelve  miles  to  town  by  the  rail  and  six- 
teen by  wagon-road.  Time  you  get  there  your 
sheet  will  be  out  and  forgotten." 

"What  's  the  difficulty  about  our  issuing  an 
extra  ?  "  said  Bailey,  as  he  climbed  a  fence  and 
started  across  a  field. 

Jimmy  did  not  stay  to  hear  what  Perkins 
answered,  but  turned  and  ran  down  to  where 
the  wrecking-train  stood.  There,  by  the  train, 
lay  a  track- velocipede,  which  he  had  noticed  as 
it  was  being  lifted  from  a  flat-car  to  get  it  out 
of  the  way  of  other  things.  Jimmy's  eyes 
flashed  when  he  saw  it,  and  he  hurried  to  the 
side  of  the  division  superintendent. 

"  Mr.  Thompson,  may  I  use  that  track- 
tricycle?  " 

"  What  do  you  want  it  for?  "  asked  the 
superintendent,  not  turning  his  head  to  see  who 
spoke. 

"  I  want  to  get  back  to  town." 

"  All  right,"  answered  the  official,  who  was 
thinking  more  of  the  wreck  than  of  the  veloci- 
pede and  the  slim  young  fellow  who  stood 
beside  him. 

Jimmy  did  not  wait  for  further  explanation 
or  permission,  but  ran  to  the  velocipede.  One 
of  the  wrecking-crew  helped  him  to  put  it  on 
the  track.  Jimmy,  settling  himself  firmly, 
grasped  the  cross-handle  of  the  lever  and 
started  on  his  ride. 

The  velocipede  was  a  queer-looking  ma- 
chine, with  a  long  seat  placed  over  two  heavy 
wheels,  which  ran  on  the  same  rail.  It  was 
worked  by  a  lever,  and  was  kept  in  equilibrium 
by  a  third  wheel,  which  rested  on  the  other 
rail,  and  was  connected  with  the  body  of  the 
machine  by  a  wooden  arm.  The  velocipede 
worked  easily,  and  as  Jimmy  swung  back  and 
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forth,  lending  his  weight  to  the  pulling  and 
pushing  of  the  lever,  the  wheels  began  to  re- 
volve rapidly,  and  the  fences  at  the  sides  of 
the  track  glided  by  with  increasing  speed. 
Twelve  miles  to  go  and  a  little  over  an  hour  in 
which  to  do  it  I  He  chuckled  as  he  thought  of 
Perkins,  sitting  by  the  operator,  and  of  Bailey, 
toiling  over  the  hills,  and  wondered  what  they 
would  think  now  of  the  "  Gazette's  boy," 

The  track  was  slightly  down  grade,  and  the 
velocipede  gathered  speed  as  it  went.  At  last, 
at  the  end  of  a  shallow  cut,  Jimmy  caught 
sight  of  a  tall  .spire,  and  knew  he  was  only  four 
miles  from  town.  He  knew,  also,  that  he  was 
just  at  the  top  of  the  steepest  grade  on  the 
road,  and  smiled  to  think  what  fast  time  he 
could  make.  He  threw  a  little  more  power 
into  his  work,  and  the  lever  swung  back  and 
forth  more  swiftly  than  before.  The  fences 
fairly  ran  away  behind  him,  and  now  the  tele- 
graph-poles joined  in  the  race. 

The  lever  swung  faster  and  faster,  and 
Jimmy's  body  swung  back  and  forth  with  it. 
The  perspiration  streamed  down  his  face,  but 
he  could  not  take  a  hand  from  the  lever  to  get 
his  handkerchief. 

"Whew!"  he  whistled.  "I  'd  better  slack 
up,  or  I  '11  be  worn  out." 

He  threw  his  weight  against  a  forward  swing 
of  the  lever,  and  the  handle  was  jerked  vio- 
lently from  his  grasp.  Before  he  could  get 
out  of  the  way  the  returning  lever  struck  him 
across  the  breast,  driving  the  breath  out  of  him, 
and  nearly  throwing  him  from  the  machine. 
He  lay  back  along  the  seat  to  get  his  breath 
again.  The  lever  jerked  to  and  fro  so  swiftly 
that  hope  of  grasping  it  and  checking  the 
speed  was  gone.  The  telegraph-poles  seemed 
to  race  to  meet  him  ;  the  ground  flowed  away 
under  him  like  a  river ;  the  air  rushed  against 
him,  and  the  gritty  dust,  whirled  up  from  the 
track,  stung  his  face  ;  the  wheels  rattled  over  the 
track-joints  like  the  ticking  of  a  watch.  All  that 
he  could  do  was  to  hold  on  and  to  hope  that 
there  might  be  nothing  on  the  track  before  him. 

On  and  on  he  .sped.  Clinging  desperately 
with  both  hands,  he  strove  to  watch  the  track 
ahead,  but  the  ru.shing  of  the  ground,  the  mad 
race  of  the  fences,  the  whirl  of  the  air,  made 
him  dizzy,  and  he  shut  his  eyes.     He  knew  he 
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was  nearing  a  curve.  If  the  little  balance- 
wheel  lifted,  if  its  shallow  flange  raised  above 
the  outer  rail,  the  velocipede  would  leave  the 
track,  to  be  hurled  over  and  down  the  embank- 
ment, and  he  with  it!  He  threw  himself  side- 
wise  and  bore  down  with  all  his  weight  on  the 
connecting-arm.  Here  was  the  curve.  He 
heard  the  wheels  grinding  on  the  rails. 

On  and  on  and  on.  The  curve  was  passed : 
he  was  nearing  the  edge  of  town.  The  know- 
ledge gave  him  new  heart,  and  he  raised  him- 
self. The  track  here,  he  knew,  became  level. 
Soon  he  could  grasp  the  lever  and  check  the 
speed,  but  not  yet.  The  dust  flew  into  his  eyes, 
and  he  closed  them. 

A  sudden,  wild  shout  startled  him.  In  front 
was  a  hand-car  and  four  men!  Powerless  to 
stop,  he  plunged  nearer  and  nearer.  Almost 
on  them!  They  were  striving  to  lift  the  car 
from  the  track.  Could  they  do  it  before  he 
struck  it?  They  tugged  and  lifted  desperately. 
They  had  it  off!     No — not  quite.    Yes!     Now! 

When  Jimmy  opened  his  eyes  he  saw  a 
crowd  of  faces  about  him.  Where  was  the 
hand-car?  And  the  velocipede?  He  looked 
up  at  the  man  who  bent  over  him. 

"  W'here  am  I  ?  "  he  asked. 

"At  the  C.  &  N.  station.  You  hit  the 
corner  of  a  hand-car,  you  know." 

At  the  station!  Jimmy  sat  up  and  then 
staggered  to  his  feet.  They  were  waiting  for 
him  at  the  office.     He  started  for  the  door. 
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How  long  had  he  been  unconscious?  Had 
the  paper  gone  to  press?  Was  he  too  late, 
after  all?  He  glanced  up  at  a  clock  which 
hung  on  the  wall. 

The  next  moment  he  was  through  the  door 
and  running  toward  a  cab. 

"  '  Gazette  '  office  !  "  he  gasped.  "  Hard  as 
you  can  go!      Whip  up!" 

Up  the  office  stairs  he  toiled,  clinging  to  the 
rail,  panting,  breathless,  and  dizzy.  He  heard 
the  voice  of  the  city  editor. 

"  We  '11  give  him  three  minutes  more,"  Mr. 
Mclntyre  was  saying.  "  If  we  don't  get  word 
then,  you  may  lock  up  and  go  to  press. 
We  've  waited  long  enough." 

"You  don't  have  to  Avait  any  longer,  Mr. 
Mclntyre  "  ;  and  Jimmy,  hatless,  grimy,  a  red 
streak  of  blood  down  his  face,  stumbled  into 
the  office,  waving  a  pad  of  paper  in  his  hand. 
"  Here  it  is!  All  of  it.  And  the  other  papers 
won't  have  it!" 

In  an  instant  the  foreman,  waiting  in  the 
door,  had  torn  the  pad  apart,  with  an  exultant 
whoop,  and  dashed  back  to  the  composing-room 
to  distribute  the  copy.  The  city  editor  and 
the  reporters  stood  about  Jimmy,  who  sank 
into  a  chair.  Some  one  brought  him  a  drink 
of  water ;  and  he  heard,  as  though  in  a  dream, 
the  voice  of  the  chief  editor,  saying : 

"You  've  got  a  place  here  as  long  as  you 
want  to  work,  Jimmy  Btu^ns." 

And  Jimmy  is  on  the  staff  now,  but  he  is 
city  editor,  and  not  the  "  Gazette's  boy." 


STRANGE. 


By  Stella  George  Stern. 


There  was  a  young  lady  named  Sue 
Elizabeth  Harriet  Prue 

Lucretia  Elmiora 

Ann  Agnes  Sapphira, 
And  she  could  recite  it  all  through. 


She  had  a  wee  brother  named  Paul 
Who  was  just  about  learning-  to  crawl. 

It  seems  such  a  shame — 

He  had  but  one  name. 
And  he  could  n't  pronounce  it  at  all. 


THE    QUEEN'S    MESSENGER. 


"Spider,  spinner!  —  you  're  very  late! 
What  do  you  think  will  be  your  fate 
Should  the  Fairy  Queen  and  court  arrive 
To  find  the  tent  you  ])romised  to  spin 
Of  the  glossiest  web  at  precisely  five 
Not  ready  for  holding  the  dances  in  ? 
She  may  change  you  into  a  tiny  gnat, 
Or  a  fly,  or  something  worse  than  that ! 
There  's  only  an  hour  before  the  ball 

To  finish  the  room  for  our  dance  to  night, 
So  that  when  the  dew  shall  fall 
It  will  spangle  all  with  silver  light. 

You  've  wasted  time  in  catching  flics  — 
I  read  the  truth  in  your  eight  green  eyes! 
To  work  with  a  will,  for  the  sun  is  low, 

And  soon  the  moon  comes  over  the  hill; 
The  fairies  begin  to  gather,  you  know. 
As  soon  as  they  hear  the  whippoorwill. 
Haste,  then;  spin!  —  or  you  '11  be  too  late. 
The  Fairy  Queen  will  never  wait ; 
And  unless  the  pavilion  shall  be  complete, 

The  snug  gray  roof  with  dew  pearls  spread, 
The  silken  rug  for  the  fairy  feet, 

Oh,  spider !  you  may  (juake  with  dread !  " 

Tudor  Jttiks. 


IHE 


.Ul^OUS  I^IabLE.     ^ere    set    dowir 
&y  Jessica    unci   Orson-  JLiOiveHc^^i^ 


7$: 

So} 

iL^WTZARD  once  lived  on  Cape  Sable 
^jr'W^ho  owiie3  a  most  wonder/ul  table 
ft  had  wings ,  iryou  please , 
\And  could  fly  witfi  ^reat  ease 
xCouIdthis  excellent  bird  oC    lii.  fl 
fff^         ^  a  table 


^Shen  it  stood  in  a  corner  demurely , 
^\buH  have  thought  it  most  commonplace  surely, 

But  a  man.  who  was  there      • 

Saw  it  ffyinq  in  air  , 
L\^th  the  -WIZARD  atop  quite  securely  !i 

4:  .^^         r  -> 
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She  was  gazing  discontentedly  at  her  own  scanty  hair,  was  outlined  against  the  white 
slender  feet,  but  the  fault  was  not  with  them  ;  square  of  the  window,  showing  a  long,  plain, 
what  caused  the  frown  between  her  delicate  delicate  profile,  the  pointed  chin  held  depre- 
eyebrows  was  the  conviction  that  her  new  catingly  forward.  She  was  looking  at  some- 
room-mate  was  not  an  interesting  girl.  The  thing  on  the  wall,  a  tablet  on  which  (Jenevieve 
photographs  and  belongings  set  forth   on  her  had  copied  Emerson's  solemn  lines  beginning : 

small  dressing-table  looked  very  uninteresting.  ^^      ,^        ._.        .    ,          .  .   _^ 

^                                                          .  Daughters  of  Time,  the  nypocritic  Days. 
Genevieve  noticed  among  these  a  large  picture 

of  a  boy,  his  eyes  looking  out  with  rustic,  em-  "  Probably  she  's  thinking  how  queer  I  am 

barrassed   alertness;    his    starched   low  collar  to  pin  up  writing,"  thought   Genevieve;   and 

revealing  an  unbecoming  length  of  neck;  his  having  indulged  in  a  momentary  pity  for  her- 

hair  brushed  straight  up  from  his  forehead  in  a  self  at  the  prospect  of  rooming  with  that  girl, 

manner  that  she  particularly  disliked.  she  sat  up  with  an  impulse  of  kindness. 

Genevieve  had  a  great  impatience  of  the  "  How  do  you  do  ?  "  she  said.  "  I  think  you 
commonplace;  her  soul  went  forth  eagerly  to  must  be  my  new  room-mate,  Miss  Stebbins. 
the  uncommon,  the  beautiful,  and,  above  and  Excuse  me  for  being  asleep  instead  of  doing 
beyond  all  else,  to  the  heroic.  Now  she  turned  the  honors.  I  have  the  right  to  do  the  honors 
suddenly  and  surveyed  with  a  slowly  kindling  of  this  room,  because  I  've  had  it  two  years.  I 
eye  the  three  framed  photographs  on  the  wall  suppose  they  told  you  my  name  —  Genevieve 
above  her  bed.  They  all  were  there  —  her  Clark  ?  "  She  advanced  toward  Miss  Stebbins, 
heroes :  Nathan  Hale,  in  his  young,  heroic  holding  out  her  hand  and  smiUng. 
beauty;  Nelson,  with  its  look  of  boyish  wist-  Miss  Stebbins  turned  with  a  confused  mur- 
fulness;  and  the  dreaming,  absent,  sad,  far-see-  mur  of  response.  She  had  dark  gray  eyes  in  a 
ing  eyes  of  General  Gordon.  Then,  with  a  face  of  singular  pallor,  and  the  deprecating  at- 
deep  sigh  of  contentment,  she  viewed  on  her  titude  of  her  head  was  repeated  in  her  expres- 
own  dressing-table  her  beautiful  sister,  slim  and  sion.  Miss  Stebbins  was  evidently  very  shy. 
fascinating  in  her  furs,  her  brother,  impressive  Genevieve  lingered  a  moment,  making  con- 
in  his  cadet's  uniform,  and  cast  a  pitying  glance  versation ;  then  hilarious  voices  on  the  stairs 
at  the  photographs  of  the  other  girl.  If  she  warned  her  of  the  arrival  of  some  more  of 
had  had  to  live  with  people  as  commonplace  as  the  "  old  girls," —  Elsie  Bruce  was  among 
that,  how  afflicting  might  life  have  been  !  But,  them,  she  could  hear  her  laughing, —  and, 
after  all,  was  n't  it  rather  small-minded  and  abruptly  excusing  herself,  she  hastened  to  greet 
prying  to  sit  and  stare  in   a  critical  spirit  at  them. 

another  girl's  dearest  possessions  ?     She  threw  This  little  scene  was  exactly  typical  of  her 

herself  back  on  the  bed ;  the  question  revolved  whole  intercourse  with  Esther  Stebbins  during 

dreamily  in  her  mind,  and,  tired  with  traveling  the  weeks  that   followed.     Her  feelings  were 

and  unpacking,  she  was  presently  asleep.  always  kind,  her  manner  always  cordial ;  but. 

When  she  opened  her  eyes  again  the  room  being  the  most  popular  girl  in   Miss  Burton's 

had    grown    a    trifle    dusky.     Her  new  room-  school,  her  leisure  time  was  naturally  spent  in 

mate  was  standing  by  the  window.     She  was  a  the   other   girls'  rooms ;    it   did   not  seem   so 

tall    girl,    with    broad    shoulders    and   a   large  pleasant  to  have  the  girls  come  to  see  her,  now 

waist,  though  she  was  thin.     Her  head,  looking  that  her  shy,  stiff,  awkward  room-mate  must  be 

noticeably   small    with    its    smoothly    brushed,  taken  into  account.     She  had  wished  to  have 
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Elsie  Bruce  or  one  oi  the  old  girls.  If  Miss 
Burton  had  n't  arranged  things  so  awkwardly ! 

One  Saturday  afternoon  Elsie  came  to  her 
door  with  one  of  the  new  girls,  and  finding 
Genevieve  alone, —  Esther  had  gone  out  with 
one  of  the  teachers, —  they  entered  and  made 
merry.  The  two  Cartwrights,  hearing  sounds 
of  revelry,  came  in  from  across  the  hall,  and 
the  mirth  increased  till  nearly  all  the  rooms  in 
the  upper  hall  had  sent  guests  to  Number  Seven. 

The  new  girl,  Amy  Folsom,  was  the  only 
uncongenial  spirit.  Genevieve  heartily  disliked 
her,  and  could  not  see  why  Elsie  had  taken  her 
up.  "  She  is  such  a  little  snob,"  she  had  had 
occasion  more  than  once  to  declare  wrathfully 
to  herself.  But  Amy's  haughty  litde  face, 
framed  in  its  dense,  full  puff  of  black  hair,  had 
assumed  an  expression  decidedly  bored.  She 
showed  her  pretty  teeth  at  the  jokes,  and  once 
in  a  while  said  one  of  her  bright  things ;  even 
Elsie  thought  she  had  "  such  a  cute  little  way." 
She  was  sitting  by  Esther's  dressing-table,  and 
presendy  she  said  to  Genevieve,  turning  her 
head  with  a  sidelong  glance : 

"  Is  n't  that  boy  the  funniest  thing  ?  " 

Genevieve  colored.  "  I  don't  understand. 
How  —  funny  ?  "  she  said. 

Amy  gave  her  little  smile.  "  He  looks  as 
if  he  were  saying,  '  Nothing  else  to-day  ? ' 
Mary,"  she  added,  turning  to  one  of  the  Cart- 
wrights,  "  did  you  ever  see  anything  so  funny 
as  that  hair-cut  ?  " 

Mary  Cartwright  looked  around  and  laughed. 
Genevieve  flushed  angrily. 

"  Just  please  remember  that  Miss  Stebbins  is 
my  friend,  girls,"  she  said.  And  then  she 
looked  up  and  saw  Esther  standing  in  the  door 
of  the  room.  That  she  had  heard  Amy's  last 
speech  Genevieve  instantly  divined.  Her  face 
was  white,  and  it  quivered ;  her  eyes,  for  an 
instant,  over  all  their  startled  faces,  f\e\v  to  the 
pictured  face  on  the  table.  In  the  next  mo- 
ment her  self-consciousness  returned.  She  stood 
there,  awkward,  plain,  and  a  victim  to  shyness. 

"  Do  move,  some  of  you  girls,  and  let  Miss 
Stebbins  come  in,"  said  Genevieve.  She  had 
never  brought  her  friendship  to  the  point  of 
calling  her  room-mate  by  her  first  name. 
"There  's  lots  of  room  over  here  by  me  —  if 
you  can  only  make  your  way  here." 


"  Oh,  I  won't  come  in  now,"  said  Esther. 
"  I  forgot  to  speak  to  Miss  Maybough  about 
something  —  there  was  something — "  Her 
voice  murmured  in  her  throat;  she  turned 
away,  and  they  heard  her  going  downstairs. 

"  Gracious  !  "  said  Mary  Cartwright.  "  I  'm 
awfully  sorry." 

"  So  am  I,"  said  Genevieve  ;  "  but  it  can't 
be  helped  now.  Perhaps  she  did  n't  hear  what 
we  were  saying.  Anyway,  worry  won't  help  it. 
Have  some  candy." 

Having,  like  a  dutiful  hostess,  set  her  startled 
guests  more  or  less  at  ease,  she  indulged  in  a  small 
tempest  of  inward  indignation,  and  when  they 
all  had  gone,  she  shed,  in  the  twilight,  a  few 
vexed  tears.     Then  the  incident  was  forgotten. 

That  evening  the  photograph  disappeared, 
and  Genevieve  saw  it  no  more  until  the  w^eek 
before  commencement,  when  Esther  Stebbins 
was  packing  her  things  to  go  home.  She  was 
leaving  early,  and  she  was  not  coming  back  the 
next  year.  Genevieve,  kind  and  a  little  re- 
morseful, was  helping  her  to  pack  her  trunk. 
Esther  was  emptying  one  of  her  boxes,  and 
dropped  something  to  the  floor  with  a  little 
clatter.  Genevieve  sprang  to  pick  it  up  ;  it  was 
the  boy's  picture,  unseen  since  that  unlucky 
Saturday  afternoon. 

"  Is  this  your  brother  ?  "  she  asked,  not  liking 
to  hand  it  to  Esther  in  silence. 

"  Yes."  Esther  flushed  darkly,  and  Gene- 
vieve felt  herself  coloring,  too. 

"  How  nice,"  she  said  confusedly.  "  Nearly 
your  age,  is  n't  he  ?     Is  he  going  to  college  ?  " 

"  He  was  going."  The  girl's  eyes,  fixed  on 
the  photograph,  filled  with  slow  tears,  and  her 
mouth  twisted.     "  He  died  last  summer." 

"  Oh,"  cried  Genevieve,  shocked  and  dis- 
mayed, "  I  beg  your  pardon  !  I  'm  so  sorry. 
Why  did  n't  you  tell  me  ?  "  Her  words  merged 
themselves  in  a  kiss  as  she  put  her  arms  around 
Esther.     "I  'm  so  sorry,"  she  whispered. 

"  It  was  because  he  was  so  unselfish,"  Esther 
went  on,  in  a  choked  voice.  "  Our  uncle,  the 
one  who  brought  us  up,  said  if  Henry  gradu- 
ated at  the  head  of  his  class  he  could  go  to  col- 
lege, and  if  he  did  n't  he  would  have  to  go  right 
to  work  in  the  bank.  He  was  never  very  fond 
of  us, —  Henr>'  and  me, —  but  Henry  was  very 
bright,  and  Uncle  Bert  was  willing  to  be  proud 
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of  him.  And  all  the  last  year  Henry  was  at 
the  high  school,  when  he  was  working  the 
hardest,  he  spent  every  evening  with  a  school- 
mate who  had  been  hurt  in  an  accident.  I 
used  to  hear  him  come  in,  night  after  niglit, 
about  eleven  —  it  was  a  long  walk  from  our 
house.  One  night  —  it  was  just  before  exami- 
nations —  1  went  down  and  fountl  him  with  a  wet 
towel  around  his  head,  staring  at  his  book  in 
such  a  queer,  troubled  way.  He  said  :  '  I  don't 
know  what  ails  me,  Esther.  These  things  are 
all  mixed  up.  Won't  you  just  try  hearing  me 
through  once  ?  '  But  when  he  tried  he  could  n't 
say  three  words.  Ar.  1  when  1  exclaimed  that 
he  had  been  giving  up  too  much  time  to  Jim 
Bolton,  he  said  "  —  Esther's  voice  half  broke 
—  "  he  said  :  '  Well,  it  's  almost  over  now,  and 
poor  old  Jim,  he  had  to  be  first  anyway.  It  's 
hard  enough  for  him  with  all  that  we  fellows  can 
do.'  He  said  '  we  fellows,'  but  he  was  the  only 
one  who  had  been  faithful,  who  had  n't  grown 
forgetful  and  careless  —  though,  of  course,  they 
all  meant  to  be  kind.  Then  examinations  came 
on,  and  he  failed  in  subject  after  subject.  And 
then  he  was  awfully  ill.  It  was  overwork,  and 
the  dreadful  disappointment  at  the  end.  Poor 
Henry!  it  was  so  nearly  over  —  that  night." 

"  Oh,"  said  Genevieve,  reverently.  She  took 
the  picture  and  gazed  through  tears  at  the  alert, 
boyish  face  with  the  consecration  of  unselfish 
death  upon  it.  She  realized  that  in  his  way 
this  also  was  a  hero,  who  had  put  his  love  for 
his  friend  before  his  ambition,  and  had  sealed 
the  sacrifice  with  his  hfe.  "  Thank  you  for  tell- 
ing me,"  she  said.  Then,  impulsively,  she 
added :  "  I  wish  you  had  told  me  before.  I 
wish  I  had  known  you  better." 

"  Then  I  will  tell  you  something  else,"  said 
Esther.  She  was  going  on  with  her  packing, 
hurrying  a  little,  for  the  expressman  was  im- 
pending, and  she  spoke  with  the  sudden  aston- 
ishing eloquence  of  a  clever,  shy  girl  who  breaks 
for  a  moment  the  barriers  of  her  prison.  "It 
was  the  first  day  I  was  here  —  you  know,  I 
came  in  when  you  were  lying  on  the  bed,  and 
it  was  dusky,  and  I  did  n't  see  you.  But  I  saw 
your  pictures,  Nathan  Hale  and  Nelson,  and 
that  poem, —  I  have  always  liked  it  so  much, — 
and  I  felt  so  happy  just  for  a  moment.  I  thought 
I  had  found  a  girl  who  cared  for  just  the  things 


that  I  did,  and  that  I  would  have  a  real  friend 
at  last.  Then  suddenly  I  saw  you  lying  lliere 
asleep,  and  1  knew  it  wouUl  never  be.  You 
were  too  pretty  and  too  graceful,  and  your 
hair  was  too  curly,  and  your  feet  were  too 
small,  and  your  clothes  were  too  lovely,  and  I 
knew  you  were  n't  for  me.  But  you  've  been 
something  better  than  a  real  friend.  You  've 
been  the  perfect  ideal  of  all  that  I  ever  ima- 
gined a  girl  could  be.  You  've  never  disap- 
pointed me." 

"  Oh,  don't,  don't!  "  Oenevieve  cried,  cover- 
ing her  face.  "  I  'm  not  nice  at  all.  I  'm  a 
conceited,  stupid  little  wretch  —  " 

"  There  's  the  expressman  coming  upstairs," 
said  Esther,  "  I  must  go.  I  have  n't  said 
good-by  to  Miss  Burton  and  the  others."  She 
drew  Genevieve's  hands  away  from  her  face,  and 
looked  at  her  for  a  long  moment  with  her  clear, 
sad  eyes.     Then  she  kissed  her  and  was  gone. 

Genevieve  stood  alone,  looking  around  the 
httle  room.  The  expressman  thumped  noisily 
out  with  the  trunk ;  she  heard  the  rattle  of  the 
departing  stage  that  bore  away  Esther  Stebbins. 
She  looked  at  the  empty  dressing-table,  the 
neatly  made  bed, —  Esther's  bed  always  looked 
neater  than  hers, —  and  a  great  aching  regret 
came  over  her. 

This  was  the  girl  who  would  have  under- 
stood, the  girl  who  loved  her  heroes,  the  sister 
of  a  hero.  It  was  she  herself  who  had  been 
commonplace,  looking  on  the  outside,  judging 
from  the  outside  as  Amy  Folsom  might  have 
done.  She  found  herself  gazing  absently  at  the 
verse  on  the  wall : 

To  eacli  ihey  offer  gifts  after  his  will, 
I5read,  kingdoms,  stars  — 

The  last  lines  broke  upon  her  consciousness  with 
a  sudden  sharp  significance  as  if  she  read  them 
for  the  first  time  : 

I,  111  my  ])leaclie(l  garden,  watclied  tlic  pomp. 
Forgot  my  morning  wislics,  hastily 
Took  a  few  herl)s  and  ajiples,  and  the  Day 
Turned  and  departed  silent.      I,  too  late. 
Under  her  solemn  fdlet  saw  the  scorn. 

Yes,  .she  had  taken  over-hastily  what  each 
day  offered  —  the  careless  good  times,  the  fun ; 
she  had  let  a  great  friendship  pass  her  by. 


THE    BOY    RECRUITS.* 

(.-/   Slory  of  Brave  Sons  and  Wise  Fathers.') 


By  Willis  B.  Hawkins. 


The  following  story  is  a  condensation,  inade  by  the  author  for  St.  Nicholas, /tww  a  longer  story  soon 
to  be  published  as  a  book.  It  is  the  fifth  of  the  long  stories  complete  in  one  nu?nber  that  are  to  appear  in  the 
present  volume  of  St.  Nicholas.  "  Uncle  Andy  "  is  a  crippled  7'eteran  soldier  who  shows  the  "  Boy  Recruits  " 
how  honor  and  discipline  make  boys  brave,  honest,  manly,  and  capable.  Full  of  fun,  incident,  excitement— 
our  readers  7vill  find  few  better  stories  than  this  story  with  a  moral.  If  all  "  morals  "  were  taught  as  "  Uncle 
Andy'"  teaches  them,  no  one  would  find  that  young  (and  old)  readers  disliked  ''  stories  with  a  moral  to  them.''' 
And  so— Attention  !  to  the  ''Boy  Recruits.'' 


Chapter  I. 


LOST    IN    THE    WOODS. 


The  circus  which  had  recently  visited  Mom- 
ington  had  left  many  a  boy  of  that  small  lUi- 
nois  town  with  an  ambition  to  be  a  daring 
rider;  for  boys  of  1861  were  not  so  very  differ- 
ent from  boys  of  the  present  time. 

Fred  Stanton  and  his  little  friend  Jimmy 
Ray  were  practising  feats  on  old  Peg,  the  limpy 
horse,  and  Meg,  the  cow,  in  Senator  Stanton's 
back  lot,  when  the  court-house  bell  rang  out 
an  alarm,  and  away  went  both  boys,  to  see 
what  was  up. 

Not  long  before  this,  Fred  had  learned  that 
when  he  was  a  baby  this  same  bell  had  saved 
his  life  by  calling  out  the  men  who  rescued 
him  from  a  sweeping  flood.  So  he  felt  that  he 
owed  a  great  debt  which  he  could  pay  only  by 
always  responding  to  the  bell  and  doing  what 
he  could  to  save  lives  or  property. 

At  the  court-house,  Fred's  father  was  address- 
ing a  crowd  of  excited  citizens.  News  of  the 
firing  on  Fort  Sumter  had  come,  and  the  sena- 
tor was  telling  his  townsmen  that  everybody 
who  could  carry  a  gun  should  stand  ready  to 
fight  in  the  coming  war. 

Fred  soon  forgot  his  ambition  to  be  a  circus 
man.     He  now  wanted  to  be  a  soldier. 

"  Will  your  father  let  you  ?  "  Httle  Jimmy 
asked,  as  the  two  boys  walked  away  from  the 
court-house. 

"  What  if  he  won't  ?  "  Fred  replied.  "  Did  n't 
he  say  that  youths  .should  forsake  their  parents 
to  fight  for  the  Union?" 

"  Did  he  mean  that  boys  ought  to  be  soldiers 
when  their  folks  don't  want  them  to  be  ?  " 

"Of  course   he   did.     Nobody's  folks  want 
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him  to  go  to  war.  If  everybody  stayed  home 
on  that  account,  there  would  n't  be  any  sol- 
diers at  all." 

This  was  plain  enough  to  Jimmy.  "  Let  's 
play  soldier  now,"  said  he.     "  You  be  captain." 

With  sticks  for  guns,  they  started  to  march. 

"  Here  !  That  won't  do,"  said  a  cheery  voice 
behind  them. 

They  turned,  and  saw  an  old  man  stumping 
along  on  a  peg  leg,  smiling  as  he  came. 

Everybody  in  Mornington  knew  "  Uncle 
Andy"  Bigelow,  though  few  understood  him. 
Most  of  the  people  said  he  was  "  cracked." 
Senator  Stanton  said  he  was  a  genius.  The 
children  of  the  place  just  loved  him,  and  did 
not  trouble  to  ask  why.  Almost  ever}^  day 
some  of  them  might  be  found  in  his  little  cob- 
bling-shop  on  the  Flats,  listening  to  some  queer 
story  or  quaint  song  with  which  he  entertained 
them  while  he  worked.  When  they  asked  him 
how  he  lost  his  leg,  he  was  as  apt  to  answer 
one  way  as  another.  "  'T  ain't  lost,"  he  would 
say;  "  I  know  whur  it  is."  Or :  "  Mebbe  I  had 
it  cut  off  to  save  socks;  you  see,  a  pair  lasts 
twict  as  long  now."  Or :  "  W" ho  ever  said  I  'd 
lost  it  ?  Mebbe  I  was  borned  with  a  peg  leg. 
Who  knows?"  This  was  about  as  near  as  he 
ever  came  to  telling  anything  about  himself. 
But  the  man  who  paid  out  money  for  the 
government  knew  that  Uncle  Andy  drew  a 
pension  because  he  had  lost  his  left  leg  in  the 
Mexican  War. 

"  That  's  no  way  to  march,"  said  he,  when  he 
had  overtaken  Fred  and  Jimmy.  "Who  's 
cap'n  ?  " 

"  Fred  is,"  said  Jimmy. 

Uncle  Andy  made  them  halt  before  him  and 
showed  them  how  to  hold  their  sticks. 
by  Willis  B.   Hawkins. 
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"  Hi,  there  I  "  he  shouted  to  some  other  boys 
who  were  coming  along  from  the  court-liouse. 
'•Hurry  up  I "  He  beckoned  thcni  witli  a 
broad  sweep  of  his  crooked  old  arm.  '*  \N'o 
want  more  sogers." 

The  boys  came  running,  and  Tncle  .\nd\ 
soon  had  them  in  line,  himself  at  the  head, 
with  a  lath  for  a  gun. 

"  I  '11  be  sergeant,'' 
said  he.  "  Now,  then, 
cap'n,"  —  lie  saluted 
Fred, —  '"give  the  com- 
mand this  way."  He 
threw  back  his  head 
and  shouted:  "Hmpn\, 
for'd!  Cm  tm!  HrchI" 

Fred  had  no  idea  that 
this  meant  "  Company, 
forward  I  Common 

time  I  March  I  "  so  he 
just  imitated  Uncle 
Andy. 

At  the  command 
"  Hrch  !  "  the  veteran 
soldier  planted  his  peg 
leg  just  twenty-eight 
inches  forward,  and  so 
swung  away,  witli  his 
chest  thrown  out,  and 
his  shoulders  squared, 
and  his  grizzled  old 
head  high  in  air.  A 
tuft  of  long  white  hair, 
that  stuck  out  through 
a  hole  in  his  old  slouch- 
hat,  bobbed  and  nod- 
ded like  a  plume. 

The  boys  behind  him 
giggled  as  they  traipsed 
along,  out  of  line  and 
many  of  them  out  of 
step ;  but  to  Fred,  who 

marched  beside   Uncle  Andy,  it    was  all  very 
serious  business. 

Presently  the  gallus  sway  and  swing  of  the 
march  seemed  to  make  Uncle  Andy  forget 
where  he  was,  and  he  struck  up  a  lively  march- 
song,  which  consisted  mostly  of  the  chorus  : 

"  Ri-tiddy-inka-t/dv,  ri-liddy-inka-(/rt_j', 
Ri-tiddy-inka-tiddy-inka  —  da  1  —  di  —  ".r    " 
Vol.  XXIX.— 51-52. 


His  raggeil  voice  now  and  then  squeaked  out 
of  tune,  but  never  failed  to  keej)  exact  time 
with  the  tluunp,  iluiin|),  tlunn|)  (jf  his  peg  leg. 

When  tile  coiii[jany  iiad  halted,  Uncle  Andy 
said  :   "  That   there  "s  a  tune  some  sogers  used 
to  sing  'way  down  in  Me.xico  with  Ol'  Rough 
an'- Read}-  Za(  h    I'iiylor.      It  sort  o'  holped  'em 


HANG   ON,    JIMMY  I  '    FKEI>    SIIOITF.O." 

to  march,  an'  kej)'  'em  I'm  bein'  afeared,  you 
minght  say." 

"  Were  you  one  of  those  soldiers,  U nek- 
Andy  ?  "  a  boy  asked. 

"Me?  Wh-a-t!  Me  a  soger?  Do  I  look 
it  —  me  with  one  peg  leg  an'  t'  other  twisted 
like  a  fried  cake  from  the  rheumatiz  ?  " 

Soon  after  President  Lincoln's  call  for  troops 
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Camp  Hammond  was  established  just  beyond 
the  Big  Woods  to  the  east  of  Momington. 
Senator  Stanton  frequently  rode  or  drove  over 
there,  sometimes  taking  Fred  with  him.  The 
sight  of  tents  in  long  rows  and  men  in  bright 
uniforms  made  the  boy  wish  more  than  ever  to 
be  a  soldier. 

One  evening  he  and  Jimmy  rode  the  old 
horse  to  pasture  to  bring  the  cow  home  for  the 
night.  Jimmy  found  a  bottomless  tin  wash- 
boiler  beside  the  road,  and  fastened  it  to  his 
belt  for  a  drum.  Then  with  two  sticks  he  beat 
it  in  gallant  style. 

When  through  playing  and  ready  to  start 
for  home,  he  mounted  the  cow,  while  Fred, 
seated  Hke  a  general  on  the  horse,  gave 
the  command  to  march.  Jim.my  hit  his  tin 
drum  a  sharp  whack  with  a  big  stick,  which 
so  frightened  the  cow  that  she  broke  into  a 
frantic  run  ;  and  the  faster  she  ran  the  more 
she  was  frightened  by  the  rattlety-bang  of  the 
boiler  against  her  bony  side.  At  the  bars  she 
turned  toward  the  Big  Woods  instead  of  to- 
ward home,  and  ran  into  the  forest  at  the  top 
of  her  speed.  Fred  followed  on  the  limpy 
old  horse,  but  Jimmy  got  far  ahead  of  him. 

"Hang  on,  Jimmy!  Look  out  for  the 
branches,"  Fred  shouted.  But  Jimmy  was  al- 
ready hanging  on  as  tightly  as  he  could  ;  and 
as  for  the  branches,  he  had  been  sufficiently 
warned  of  them  by  one  w-hich  had  nearly  brushed 
his  home-made  soldier-cap  away  and  had 
threatened  to  take  him  with  it.  At  last,  how- 
ever, the  cap  went,  and  a  stout  branch  ran 
through  the  boiler  and  held  him  fast,  while  the 
cow  ran  out  from  under  him  and  disappeared 
in  the  darkness. 

When  Fred  came  up  he  found  Jimmy  dan- 
gling helplessly  from  the  limb,  and  when  he 
had  helped  him  down  and  found  that  he  was 
not  hurt,  the  two  had  a  good  laugh  over  it;  for 
Jimmy  certainly  did  make  a  very  funny  pic- 
ture, hanging  there  with  his  legs  and  arms 
sprawled  out ;  Fred  said  he  looked  like  a  frog 
hung  up  by  a  string. 

It  w^as  pitch-dark  by  the  time  they  found  the 
cow,  and  after  they  had  tramped  about  until 
they  were  tired,  looking  in  vain  for  a  way  out 
of  the  woods,  they  lay  down  under  a  big  tree, 
and  before  long  both  boys  went  to  sleep. 


Chapter  II. 

THE    BOYS    ARE    ENLISTED. 

Hark  !  What  sound  was  that  ?  The  gray 
dawn  was  seeping  through  the  trees  when 
Fred  sprang  to  his  feet. 

"  Bugle  I  "  he  exclaimed.  And  sure  enough, 
when  he  and  Jimmy  reached  the  eastern  edge 
of  the  woods,  there  lay  Camp  Hammond,  less 
than  a  mile  away. 

"  Let  's  go  and  see  the  soldiers,"  said  Jimmy. 

'•  Let 's  go  and  be  soldiers,"  said  Fred. 

On  the  way  across  the  open  fields  they 
agreed  that  it  would  not  do  to  give  their  own 
names,  because  somebody  was  sure  to  know 
Senator  Stanton,  and  would  be  likely  to  report 
the  case  to  him  before  letting  them  enlist. 

"  Halt !  "  A  sentinel  stood  before  them  with 
his  bayonet  lowered. 

Fred  told  him  they  had  come  to  enlist. 

"  Oh,  ho  !  That  's  it,  is  it  ?  "  There  was  a 
twinkle  in  the  sentinel's  eye  as  he  called  the 
corporal  of  the  guard,  a  tall  Irishman,  and 
reported  the  case  to  him. 

"  So  it  's  soldiers  yees  do  be  wantin'  to 
be  ?  "  asked  the  corporal,  gravely. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  Fred  answered.  It  was  a  very 
serious  matter  to  him  and  Jimmy.  They  could 
not  see  what  the  soldiers,  who  had  come  from 
the  tents  to  look  on,  were  grinning  about. 
Surely  the  corporal  was  stern  enough. 

"  All  right,"  said  he.  "  I  '11  inlisht  yees  right 
here." 

He  stood  the  boys  in  line,  and  made  a  num- 
ber of  grotesque  passes  over  them  with  his  great 
bony  hands,  as  if  he  were  mesmerizing  them. 

"  There,  now,"  said  he,  "  yees  are  dooly 
inlishted.  An'  now  I  '11  inshtruct  yees  in  yer 
dooties.  The  first  thing  is  that  yees  must 
always  obey  yer  superior  officers.  If  yees 
don't,  the  hand  o'  the  goover'mint  will  come 
down  on  yees."  He  spread  out  one  great 
claw- like  hand  over  each  boy,  and  glow- 
ered down  on  the  little  fellows.  You  may  be 
very  sure  they  resolved  never  to  disobey  a 
superior  officer  and  take  the  chance  of  being 
crushed  in  the  awful  hand  of  the  government. 

"  An'  the  next  thing,"  the  corporal  went  on, 
"  is  that  yees  must  niver  tell  a  lie  to  a 
superior  officer.     D'  yees  undershtand  that  ?  " 
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"  Yes,  sir,"  the  boys  answered  meekly. 

"  Well,  then," —  he  turned  to  Fred.  —  "  what 's 
yer  name  ?  " 

Fred  was  now  afraid  to  give  a  false  name  to 
his  superior  officer,  so  he  gave  his  own. 

"  Who  's  yer  fiither  ?     What  does  he  do  ?  " 

"  He  's  Senator  Stanton,  sir." 

"  Oh,  ho  I  "  said  the  cor])oral.  His  face  did 
not  look  so  stern  now.  "  How  did  yees  git 
here,  ye  young  rapscallions  ?  "  he  asked,  with 
a  kindly  smile. 

Fred  told  the  truth  about  the  cow  running 
away  with  Jimmy  and  losing  them  in  the  woods. 

"  An'  yees  did  n't  have  anny  supper  or  break- 
fast ?  Ye  poor  little  muffins !  Fall  in  an'  I  '11 
mairch  yees  to  battle  wid  something  to  ate." 

While  the  boys  were  at  breakfast  the  cor- 
poral sent  a  message  to  Mornington.  Then  he 
marched  them  to  his  own  tent  and  commanded 
them  to  stay  there  until  further  orders. 

Presently  they  heard  a  dull  thump-thum]> 
thumpy  sound  on  the  ground  outside,  and  in  a 
moment  there  stood  Uncle  Andy  at  the  flap  of 
the  tent. 

"  I  knowed  it,"  said  he.  "  I  knowed  I  'd 
find  you  here  where  the  sogers  is." 

There  had  been  some  commotion  in  Morn- 
ington the  night  before.  Senator  Stanton  had 
aroused  several  boys  to  ask  if  they  had  seen 
Fred,  and  at  last  had  gone  to  the  greatest  boy 
of  all  —  Uncle  Andy.  Then,  while  others  were 
searching  about  Mornington,  the  old  cobbler 
had  quietly  set  out  afoot  through  the  Big  Woods 
for  Camp  Hammond. 

For  a  long  time  he  stayed  with  the  boys,  tell- 
ing them  strange  stories,  until  the  corporal  came 
and  ordered  them  to  fall  in.  As  he  marched 
them  along  the  streets  of  the  camp,  soldiers 
poked  their  heads  through  the  tent-flaps  and 
watched  them.  One  of  them  ran  out  and 
clapped  a  real,  true  soldier-cap  on  Jimmy's 
bare  head,  and  although  it  was  an  old  one, 
and  much  too  big  for  him,  the  little  fellow  was 
very  proud  to  wear  it. 

The  corporal  halted  them  in  front  of  the 
colonel's  tent,  where  a  number  of  officers  were 
standing  as  if  waiting  for  something  to  happen. 

"  These  is  the  raw  recruits,  sor,  that  I  tould 
ye  of,"  said  the  coq)oral. 

"  Very  well,  Corporal  McGinnis,"  the  colonel 


answered.  "  Here  is  another  recruit  for  you  to 
enlist."  He  drew  the  Hap  of  his  tent  back,  and 
out  walked  Senator  Stanton. 

Fred  could  hardly  hold  himself  in  the  ranks; 
he  wanted  to  run  to  his  father  :  but  the  senator 
•paid  no  attention  to  him. 

Corporal  McGinnis  made  the  same  kind  of 
passes  before  the  senator  that  he  had  made 
over  the  boys.  "There,  sor,"  said  he,  "ye  are 
now  dooly  inlishted,  an'  I  app'int  ye  brigadier- 
gineral,  an'  give  ye  command  of  these  new 
throops."  Then,  turning  to  the  boys,  he  added: 
"  Moind,  now  !  This  man  is  yer  superior  officer. 
If  yees  iver  disobey  him,  or  lie  to  him,  the  hand 
o'  the  goover'mint  will  come  down  on  yees." 

Uncle  Andy  had  led  up  old  Peg  and  old  Meg. 

"Attention,  brigade!  "  Senator  Stanton  com- 
manded, standing  erect  before  the  boys  and 
holding  his  riding-whip  to  his  shoulder  like  a 
sword.     "  Brigade,  mount !  " 

Uncle  Andy  lifted  Fred  to  Peg's  back,  and 
the  corporal  put  Jimmy  on  the  cow.  A  sol- 
dier brought  Senator  Stanton's  horse  from  be- 
hind the  tent. 

"  Andrew  Bigelow,"  said  the  senator  to  Uncle 
Andy,  "  I  appoint  you  colonel  and  chief  of 
staff,  and  give  you  command  of  the  Boy  Bri- 
gade. Please  take  my  horse  and  march  your 
troops  home." 

The  old  warrior  saluted  his  new  brigadier, 
and  mounted  the  horse. 

"  Brigade,  for'd  —  hrch  !  "  he  shouted;  and  the 
funny-looking  troop  moved  off  toward  Morning- 
ton, while  the  oflicers  in  front  of  the  tent  let  out 
the  laughter  they  had  been  holding  in  so  long. 

Fred  and  Jimmy,  as  soon  as  they  reached 
home,  circulated  the  news  that  they  were  now 
soldiers  in  the  real  army.  Some  of  the  bigger 
boys  laughed  at  this,  but  the  smaller  ones  took 
it  seriously,  and  wished  they,  too,  might  be  sol- 
diers. So  Fred  formed  several  of  them  into  a 
company,  and,  with  Jimmy  as  his  lieutenant, 
marched  them  off  to  the  Flats,  to  see  if  the 
chief  of  staff  would  take  them  into  the  Boy 
Brigade. 

Chapter  III. 

THE    FIRST    BATTLE. 

As  Uncle  Andy  sat  at  his  work  he  heard 
angry  words  outside,  and,  looking  through  his 
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window,  saw  big  Hill  Brogden  and  iwo  other 
members  of  the  "  Flats  Gang  "  standing  in  front 
of  Fred's  little  company,  telling  them  they 
could  not  march  there.  The  old  cobbler's  first 
impulse  was  to  go  out  and  chase  the  big  bullies 
away,  but  on  second  thought  he  said  to  him- 
self: "The  little  fellers  minght  as  well  learn  to 
fight  their  own  battles  fust  as  last."  So  he 
merely  stood  out  of  sight  and  watched  them 
through  the  window. 

The  real  fighting  began  when  Brogden  struck 
Jimmy  over  the  eye  and  the  little  fellow  pitched 
into  him  with  all  his  might.  Fred  undertook 
to  help  his  lieutenant,  but  ISrogden's  companions 
pulled  him  to  the  ground  and  pommeled  him 
unmercifully.  At  the  first  blow  the  privates 
deserted  their  officers  and  ran  away  toward 
Uncle  Andy's  hut ;  and  when  the  old  man  went 
out  to  scold  them  back  to  their  places,  Brogden 
and  his  friends  thought  he  was  coming  after 
them,  so  they  ran  away  across  the  Flats,  leav- 
ing Fred  and  Jimmy  lying  on  the  ground. 

Fred  was  soon  on  his  feet,  but  Jimmy  still 
lay  motionless. 

'•  Jimmy  !  "  said  Fred,  shaking  the  lieutenant's 
limp  body.     "  Jimmy  !     Jimmy  !  " 

But  Jimmy  made  no  answer.  His  chubby 
face,  usually  so  full  of  the  rich  color  of  health, 
was  now  turned  up  to  the  sky,  pale  as  parch- 
ment, save  where  it  was  smeared  with  blood. 
Fred,  regardless  of  his  own  bruises,  raised  the 
little  fellow  in  his  arms  and  ran  with  him  toward 
Uncle  Andy. 

"Shucks!"  said  the  old  soldier,  "he  ain't 
hurt  none.     Jes'  takin'  a  little  nap,  that  's  all." 

He  sent  Fred  to  the  shop  for  a  cup  of  water, 
while  he  calmly  unbuttoned  Jimmy's  neck-band. 
Then  he  sloshed  the  water  into  the  litde  fel- 
low's face,  saying :  "  Nothin'  like  a  good  cold 
dousin'  to  wake  up  your  wits." 

Jimmy  moved  a  little  and,  opening  his  eyes 
very  wide,  stared  about  as  if  he  did  not  know 
where  he  was. 

"  Up  you  come,"  said  Uncle  Andy.  "  The'  's 
a  hull  lot  more  fightin'  to  be  did  afore  sun- 
down. You  got  to  lick  that  Brogden  critter  or 
I  'II  lick  you." 

At  the  mention  of  Brogden's  name  Jimmy's 
senses  seemed  to  come  back  all  at  once.  In  a 
second  he  was  on  his  feet,  blinking  and  looking 
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dazed,  but  ready  to  fight  all  the  Brogdens  that 
might  come  along. 

"  There  I  "  said  Uncle  Andy,  clapping  him 
on  the  back.  "  That  's  the  kind  of  a  soger  fer 
me.  Got  more  spunk  'n  a  hull  rig'ment  o' 
such  'fraid-cats  as  you,"  he  added,  looking  hard 
at  the  boys  who  had  run  away. 

He  brought  the  pail  of  water  from  the  shop, 
and  bathed  Fred's  and  Jimmy's  wounds.  The 
captain  had  been  only  bruised,  but  the  lieu- 
tenant had  a  bad  cut  over  one  of  his  eyes. 
Uncle  Andy  bound  his  big  red  bandana 
handkerchief  over  this. 

Brogden  and  his  companions  had  run  to  a 
safe  distance  across  the  Flats,  and  were  now 
seated  on  the  grass,  keeping  an  eye  on  Uncle 
Andy. 

"  See  them  loafers  over  there  ?  "  the  old  man 
asked.  "  Wal,  you  fellers  've  got  to  go  an'  march 
all  around  'em ;  an'  if  they  try  to  stop  you  ag'in, 
you  've  got  to  lick  'em.     D'  you  hear  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  Fred  and  Jimmy  answered ;  but 
the  other  boys  remained  silent. 

"  D' you  hear?"  Uncle  Andy  spoke  to  the 
others  in  a  louder  tone.  "  You  've  got  to  hck 
'em  so  's  they  '11  stay  licked.  How  many  of 
you  wants  to  try  it  on  ?  Come,  now,  one  thing 
or  t'  other:  you  've  got  to  be  sogers,  or  git  out 
o'  the  ranks  fer  good  an'  all.  How  many  of 
you  wants  to  be  sogers  ?  Them  that  does, 
Stan'  over  here." 

Fred  and  Jimmy  promptly  stepped  over. 
One  by  one,  the  rest  of  the  boys  straggled  after 
them. 

"  Anybody  that  's  skeered  to  fight  fer  his 
rights  might  as  well  say  so  now,  an'  git  off" 
home  to  play  grace-hoops  or  bean-bag.  This 
ain't  goin'  to  be  no  baby  game,  this  ain't.  It  's 
goin'  to  be  sogerin',  I  can  tell  you." 

The  old  man  counted  noses,  and  found  there 
were  ten  privates  besides  the  two  officers. 
"Think  o'  that  I"  said  he.  "An  even  dozend 
of  you  an'  on'y  three  o'  the  other  fellers!  You 
ought  to  lick  twict  that  many ;  an'  you  can, 
too,  if  you  '11  do  as  I  tell  you  to." 

He  took  a  handful  of  wooden  shoe-pegs  from 
his  work-apron  pocket.  "  See  here,  cap'n." 
said  he,  "here  's  your  plan  o'  battle."  He  sat 
down  on  his  door-sill,  and  stuck  five  pegs  in  a 
row   into  the   ground.     "  There   's    your    front 
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rank,"  said  he,  "  with  the  cap'n  in  command  uf 
it."  Then  he  set  up  five  i)ei!;s  in  a  row  just 
behind  the  others,  ami  said :  "  There  's  your 
rear  rank,  with  the  heutenant  in  command  o' 
that.  Now  you  're  in  shape  to  fight.  Don't 
never  march  to  battle  single  file.  You  must  n't 
never  let  the  enemy  ketch  you  on  the  flank  like 
you  did  afore,  'cause  then  your  men  all  have  to 
scramble  over  each  other  to  git  at  'em.  Face 
right  up  to  'em,  with  ev'ry  fightin'  man  free  to 
rush  at  'em.  an'  nobody  in  nobody's  way.   See  ?  " 

Fred  asked  if  the  front  rank  would  not  be  in 
the  rear  rank's  way. 

"  No,"  the  old  colonel  answered.  "  You 
must  n't  go  into  the  fight  with  both  ranks  to 
onct.  You  must  begin  with  the  front  rank 
alone,  an'  hold  the  rear  rank  back  fer  a  reserve. 
Nothin'  like  a  reserve  to  scarify  an  enemy  with. 
I  '11  tell  you  about  that  in  a  minute.  Now, 
here  you  be,  marchin'  along  in  two  ranks,  col- 
umn front,  'tendin'  to  your  own  business;  an' 
here  's  the  enemy  over  here,  gittin'  ready  to 
stop  you.  Don't  go  too  nigh  to  'em.  Halt 
your  troops  fur  enough  back  so  's  to  give  you 
plenty  o'  room  fer  a  good  long  run  at  'em. 
You  can  sometimes  scare  folks  wus  by  runnin' 
at  'em  like  sixty,  an'  yellin'  like  blue  Injins, 
than  you  can  by  actially  punchin'  'em  in  the 
face.  Now,  then,  soon  's  you  see  the'  's  f:;ot  to 
be  a  fight,  you  begin  it.  Don't  wait  fer  them 
to  git  in  the  fust  lick.  Git  it  in  yourself. 
Sometimes  the'  ain't  on'y  one  blow  struck  in  a 
fight,  an'  the  feller  that  strikes  it  wins  the  vic- 
t'ry.  Sail  right  in  with  your  front  rank. 
Mind  I  your  rear  rank  ain't  to  move  till  the 
cap'n  gives  'em  orders.  Let  the  front  rank  do 
the  fightin'  till  they  've  got  the  enemy  sort  o' 
tuckered  out.  Then  come  at  'em  with  your 
fresh  troops,  runnin'  an'  yellin'  like  all  git  out, 
an'  ten  to  one  the  enemy  '11  turn  tail." 

Jimmy  did  not  like  the  idea  of  staying  back 
with  the  rear  rank.  He  was  afraid  the  fight 
might  be  over  before  he  could  get  into  it,  and 
he  had  a  score  to  settle  with  Brogden.  lUit 
Uncle  Andy  said  scores  don't  count  in  war. 
"  Nothin'  counts,"  said  he,  "  but  jest  obeyin' 
orders  an'  winnin'  battles.  Sogers  that  ain't 
got  nothin'  better  'n  grudges  to  fight  fer  better 
stay  home  an'  knit  socks  fer  them  that  has." 

When    the    company   had    fallen    in,    Uncle 


Andy  said  to  the  front  rank  :  "  Don't  move  till 
you  git  the  command  to  charge.  Then  start 
with  a  rush  an'  a  whoo|j.  Don't  fergit  to  veil 
—  yell  like  a  passel  o'  wildcats;  make  'em 
think  you  're  a  hull  lunatic  asylum  broke  loose, 
an'  would  n't  kiKJw  it  if  you  was  licked.  Never 
mind  their  faces.  Punch  'cm  in  the  stummicks. 
That  's  whur  the  wind  is.  Knock  that  out  of 
'em,  an'  then  call  up  your  reserves  if  you  need 
'em.     Understand,  cap'n  ?  " 

Fred  said  he  did. 

"  All  right,  then ;  you  '11  win.  But  mind 
this."  He  shook  his  finger  at  the  captain. 
'■•  You  ain't  to  go  i)ickin'  no  (|uarrels.  A  good 
soger  don't  never  git  into  a  fight  as  long  as  he  can 
keep  out,  an'  then  he  don't  never  git  out  as  long 
as  he  can  keep  in.  If  them  loafers  don't  say 
nothin'  to  you,  don't  you  say  nothin'  to  them. 
You  mind  your  business,  an'  make  them  mind 
theirn." 

Uncle  Andy  jjretended  to  return  to  his  work 
in  the  shop ;  but  as  soon  as  the  boys  had 
marched  away,  he  slipped  over  to  the  window 
and  slyly  peeked  out.  He  could  not  have 
been  more  interested  in  the  outcome  of  that 
expedition  if  the  httle  fellows  had  been  real 
men  soldiers  advancing,  under  command  of 
Old  Rough-and-Ready,  against  twice  their 
number  of  Mexicans. 

Chapter  IV. 

STRICT    DISCIPLINE. 

Whf.n  the  little  company  had  come  within 
fifty  yards  of  where  the  three  rowdies  sat, 
Jirogden  got  up  and  called  out :  "  Thought  I 
said  yous  could  n't  march  here  ?  " 

"  Company,  halt  !  "  Fred  commanded.  Then 
he  answered  Brogden  :  "  We  've  a  perfect  right 
to  march  here,  and  we  're  going  to  do  it." 

Brogden's  companions  got  up.  and  the  three 
started  toward  the  company. 

"  Don't  come  any  nearer,"  said  Fred ;  bit 
Brogden  only  <  ame  the  faster.  "  Front  rank, 
charge  !    Hrch  1  " 

The  young  captain  was  too  much  excited  to 
remember  the  command  as  Uncle  .Andy  had 
given  it  to  him,  Init  that  made  little  difterence, 
for  with  a  yell  and  a  leajj  he  rushed  forward, 
beckoning  his  soldiers  to  follow  him. 
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The  front  rank  hesitated  a  moment,  but 
Jimmy  gave  two  of  the  boys  a  violent  push 
from  beliind,  and  screamed  in  their  ears :  "  Go 
on  !  Run  at  'em  !  Yell,  yell !  "  And  away  they 
went,  yelping  like  a  pack  of  wolves. 

The  three  bullies  stopped  in  surprise.  They 
had  expected  the  little  fellows  to  run  the  other 
way.  Fred,  who  was  far  in  advance  of  his  fol- 
lowers, dashed  at  Brogden  like  a  mad  tiger,  but 
Brogden  dodged  aside  and  struck  him  as  he 
passed. 

One  of  the  boys  of  the  rear  rank  saw  this,  and 
turned  to  run.  Jimmy  made  a  grab  at  him,  but 
missed  his  hold,  and  the  boy  cut  for  home. 

Meantime  Fred  had  turned  and  struck 
Brogden  a  blow  on  the  nose  that  dazed  him. 
Quickly  following  up  his  advantage,  the  little 
captain  rained  a  perfect  torrent  of  blows  all 
over  the  thug's  face,  until  the  big  fellow  put 
his  arms  across  it  to  protect  it.  Then  Fred 
remembered  Uncle  Andy's  instructions  to  strike 
for  the  wind,  and  went  at  the  enemy's  stomach 
like  a  battering-ram. 

Brogden's  companions  had  taken  to  their 
heels,  and  were  now  running  across  the  Flats, 
pursued  by  the  boys  of  the  front  rank. 

Jimmy  was  beside  himself  with  joy.  "  Chug 
it  to  him,  Fred !  "  he  shouted.  But  just  then 
Brogden  grabbed  the  young  captain  and  threw 
him  to  the  ground,  falling  heavily  upon  him. 

Jimmy  could  hold  himself  no  longer. 
Totally  forgetting  Uncle  Andy's  orders,  he 
rushed  to  Fred's  assistance,  and  struck  the  bully 
under  the  ear.  The  boys  of  the  rear  rank  fol- 
lowed, and  all  piled  on  Brogden,  who  was  soon 
glad  to  cry,  "  Enough  !  " 

On  the  way  back  the  rear-rank  boys  huddled 
about  Fred,  all  talking  at  once.  As  they 
n eared  the  hut  Uncle  Andy  came  out,  and 
Jimmy  ran  toward  him,  kicking  up  his  heels 
and  shouting  :  "  We  licked  'em,  Uncle  Andy ! 
We  licked  'em  !  " 

There  was  a  severe  frown  on  the  old  man's 
face.  "  I  thought  this  was  a  comp'ny  o' 
sogers,"  he  said,  with  a  sneer,  "  but  I  see  it  's 
on'y  a  mob.  Who  tolt  you  to  break  ranks  ? 
Fall  in,  there !  "  he  commanded  sharply. 
"  You  're  a  pretty  cap'n,  you  are,  to  leave  half 
your  men  on  the  field,  an'  come  back  with  the 
rest  jabberin'  away  like  a  drove  o'  monkeys !  " 
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The  boys  of  the  front  rank  had  been  outrun 
by  the  two  frightened  roughs,  and  were  coming 
back  across  the  open,  talking  the  fight  over, 
much  as  Fred  and  his  crowd  had. 

"Who  tolt  you  to  chase  off"  there?"  Uncle 
Andy  sang  (jut  to  them.  "  Come  here  !  Fall 
in  !  I  '11  take  command  myself  now  fer  a  while. 
We  '11  see  if  you  '11  skedaddle  all  over  creation." 

He  brought  them  all  to  front  face  before  his 
door,  and  said : 

"  Lieutenant  Ray,  step  out  here  !  " 

Jimmy  stepped  to  the  front. 

"Salute  your  superior  officer,  sir!"  Uncle 
Andy  commanded  sternly. 

The  little  fellow  touched  his  soldier-cap  as 
he  had  been  taught  to  do. 

"  Now,  sir,"  the  old  soldier  went  on,  "  what 
were  you  ordered  to  do  in  the  battle  ?  " 

"  To  stay  back  with  the  rear  rank  until  the 
captain  ordered  us  to  charge." 

"  Wal,  did  you  do  it  ?  " 

Jimmy  hung  his  head  and  began  digging  in 
the  ground  with  his  toe. 

"  Front !  "  shouted  the  old  man,  harshly. 
"  Hold  up  your  head,  sir,  like  a  soger.  Answer 
me.     Did  you  do  it  ?  " 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Jimmy. 

"  Disobeyed  orders,  then,  did  you  ?  " 

"  Y-e-es,  sir ;  but  I  thought  —  " 

"  You  ain't  got  no  business  to  think.  That 's 
whut  your  superior  officers  are  for — to  think 
fer  you.  Your  business  is  to  obey.  Step 
back,  sir.  We  '11  see  whut  we  '11  do  with  you 
later  on." 

Jimmy  returned  to  his  place  with  tears  in  his 
eyes.  He  felt  that  he  had  lost  Uncle  Andy's 
respect. 

"  Cap'n  Stanton,  step  out." 

Fred  came  forward  and  saluted  the  colonel. 

"  How  many  men  have  you  got  in  your 
ranks  ?  "  the  old  man  asked. 

"  Ten,  sir."  Fred  had  been  so  busy  with 
Brogden  that  he  had  not  seen  the  rear-rank 
boy  run  away. 

"  Count  'em  an'  see." 

Fred  counted  his  boys  and  found  only  nine 
privates.     "  One  of  them  is  gone,  sir,"  said  he, 

"  Whur  's  he  gone  to  ?  " 

"  I  don't  know,  sir." 

"  Don't  know  ?  "  Uncle  Andy  asked,  as  if  it 
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were  the  most  astonishing  thing  in  the  world. 
"  You  the  cap'n  o'  the  comp'ny  an'  don't  know 
whur  yer  men  be  ?  W'luit  d'  \  ou  s'pose  a 
cap'n  's  for  if  not  to  look  after  his  troops  ? 
How  do  you  know  that  one  o'  vmir  sogers 
ain't  layin  out  there  on  the  t'leld,  lileedin'  to 
death  ? " 

"  Please,  sir,"  said  Jimmy,  ''  I  know  where 
he  —  " 

"  Hush  up ! "  Uncle  Andy  snapped  out. 
"  Speak  when  you  're  spoke  to." 

Fred  looked  the  company  over,  and  said : 
"  It  's  Charley  Blanchard.  I  suppose  he  ran 
away.     He  always  does." 

"  Oh,  you  s'pose,  do  you  ? "  said  Uncle 
Andy,  tauntingly.  "  Wal,  let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
cap'ns  ain't  commissioned  to  s'pose.  It  's 
their  business  to  know.  If  you  'd  had  your 
comp'ny  fall  in  ag'in  after  the  fight  you  'd  'a' 
knowed  you  was  a  man  short.  Then  it  'd  'a' 
been  your  business  to  find  out  whut  had  be- 
come of  him  afore  you  left  the  field.  How^  do 
you  expect  to  make  a  report  o'  your  battle  if 
you  don't  know  whut  's  become  o'  your 
men  ?  " 

Fred  did  not  know  what  to  make  of  Uncle 
Andy.  He  had  never  seen  him  in  such  a 
mood  before.  Usually  the  old  man  was  full 
of  gentle  fun,  ready  at  all  times  to  tell  a  story, 
or  sing  a  song,  or  have  a  romp  with  the  boys ; 
but  now  he  was  as  severe  as  a  martinet. 

"  I  did  n't  know^  I  had  to  make  a  report, 
Uncle  Andy,"  said  Fred. 

"  Don't  '  Uncle  Andy  '  me,  sir.  The'  's  on'y 
one  uncle  to  sogers  in  this  country,  an'  that  's 
Uncle  Sam.  Address  me  as  colonel,  sir.  An' 
remember,  next  time  you  have  a  battle,  don't 
come  back  from  it  with  your  troops  all  higgledy- 
piggledy,  like  a  flock  o'  cacklin'  hens.  Keep 
your  men  in  ranks  till  they  're  properly  dis- 
banded." 

He  ordered  Fred  back  to  his  place,  and 
brought  the  front  rank  boys  forward. 

•'  Did  anybody  order  you  to  chase  off  acrost 
the  Flats  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  No,  sir,"  said  one  or  two. 

"  Then  whut  did  you  do  it  fer  ?  " 

Nobody  answered. 

"  Whut  if  them  fellers  had  run  away  jest  on 
purpose  to  make  you  toiler  'em  ?  "  said  the  (jld 


soldier.  "  An'  whut  if  the}-  'd  turneil  annmd 
an'  licked  the  boots  off  o'  you  when  they  'd  got 
you  so  fur  away  that  your  reserves  could  n't  'a' 
holped  you?  " 

It  had  never  occiu'red  to  the  bo\s  that  an 
enemy  might  play  such  a  trick  as  that. 

"  Then,  whut  if  they  'd  'a'  come  back,  after 
lickin'  you,  an'  licked  the  rest  ?  "  the  old  man 
went  on.  '•  \'ou  niinghl  'a'  lost  the  hull  battle 
j)iecemeal  jes'  'cause  you  scattered  your  force 
all  over  creation." 

The  young  soldiers  began  to  see  the  wisdom 
of  sticking  together  and  obeying  orders  if  they 
were  to  win  fights. 

Then  the  stern  old  colonel  called  out  the 
rear  rank.  "  Did  any  officer  order  you  to 
charge  ?  "  he  asked. 

"  No,  sir,"  one  boy  answered  meekly. 

"  Whut  made  you  do  it,  then  ?  " 

"  Jimmy  charged,"  said  the  boy,  "  and  so  — " 

"Stop,  sir!"  the  old  soldier  commanded. 
"  Who  's  Jimmy  ?  " 

The  boy  looked  surprised.  He  w^ondered  if 
Uncle  Andy  were  really  cracked,  as  some  folks 
said  he  was.     "  Why,  Jimmy  Ray,"  said  he. 

"Do  you  mean  Lieutenant  Ray?" 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  Wal,  then,  say  so.  Don't  go  JiiiwiyM 
your  ofticers  when  you  're  on  duty.  'T  ain't 
respec'ful.  Now,  go  on.  Whut  made  you  go 
into  the  fight  ?  " 

"  Lieutenant  Ray  went  in,  and  we  thought 
we  ought  to  follow  him,"  said  the  boy. 

•'  There  you  be ! "  The  colonel  looked 
daggers  at  Jimmy.  "  See  how  one  wrong  thing 
makes  more  wrong  things  ?  The  lieutenant 
disobeys  orders,  an'  then  a  hull  i)latoon  thinks 
it  's  got  to,  jes'  'cause  he  did.  But,"  he  went 
on,  addressing  the  boys  of  the  rear  rank,  "it 
wa'  n't  none  o'  your  business  whut  the  lieuten- 
ant done.  Long  *s  he  did  n't  order  you  to 
move,  you  ought  to  'a'  stood  still  till  you  took 
root  in  the  ground." 

He  paced  back  and  forth,  socking  his  peg 
leg  down  as  if  he  had  some  sjiite  against  the 
earth.  "  I  dunno  whut  to  do  with  sech  sogers," 
said  he.  "  I  s'pose  I  '11  have  to  drum  the  hull 
kit  an'  caboodle  of  you  out  o'  camp  afore 
you  '11  learn  that  orders  is  orders." 

He  stopped  and  suddenly  faced  the  boys. 
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"  'Tention,  comp'ny  !  Break  ranks!  Hrch  !  " 
He  clapped  his  hands  togedier,  and  smiled  in 
his  old  good-natured  way.  ''There!  "  said  he, 
"you  're  oft"  duty  now.  Every  feller  can  do  as 
he  pleases." 

Fred  came  forward  and  salutetl.  "  Colonel," 
said  he,  "  I  — " 

"  Hoi'  on.  here,''  the  old  man  inlcrruiJted, 
grabbing  Fred  in  his  arms.  "  No  salutin'  now. 
I  ain't  colonel  on'y  when  we  're  on  duly. 
After  we  've  broke  ranks  1  'm  jes'  jjlain  ol' 
Uncle  Andy  ag'in.  Sogerin'  is  sogerin'  an' 
nothin'  else.  Hain't  no  friendship  then. 
We  're  all  jes'  parts  of  a  machine  sot  to  do 
suthin'  that  nothin'  but  a  machine  can  do. 
But  soon  's  we  're  off  duty  we  're  je.s'  good 
fellers  together,  same  's  ever." 

He  held  Fred  off"  at  arm's-length  and  looked 
admiringly  at  him.  "  Jiminy  Chris'mus!  "  said 
he,  "  how  you  did  lam  it  to  that  Brogden 
loafer !  You  'd  'a'  licked  him  alone  if  the  rest 
'd  kep'  oft"." 

He  sat  down  on  the  door-sill  and  called  to 
Jimmy.  "  Come  here,  you  little  tike.  Lemme 
look  at  your  cocoanut."  He  drew  Jimmy  to 
his  knee,  and  raised  the  handkerchief  which 
was  still  bound  round  the  little  fellow's  head. 
"  Look  a'  that,"  he  .said  to  the  other  boys,  who 
huddled  close  to  see  Jimmy's  wound.  "  Know 
whut  that  is  ?  That  's  his  badge  o'  bravery. 
He  '11  carry  a  scar  there  (juite  a  while,  an' 
that  's  better  'n  all  the  medals  that  could  be 
hung  onto  him  in  a  month  o'  Sundays.  Lots 
o'  folks  gits  medals  pinned  to  "em  by  their 
friends  without  doin'  nothin'  in  jja'tickilar  to 
win  'em.  But  the'  ain't  no  goin'  back  on  a 
scar  that  's  put  there  by  the  enemy.  An'  when 
it  's  as  clost  to  your  eye  as  this  one  is,  you 
don't  have  to  run  around  explainin'  to  folks 
that  you  was  facin'  right  up  to  trouble  when 
you  got  it." 

He  led  Jimmy  inside  the  shop  and  washed 
his  face  again,  while  the  other  boys  crowded 
around,  wishing  they,  too,  had  some  cuts  as 
badges  of  their  bravery. 

"  Wal,  wal,  wal !  "  said  the  old  man,  going 
to  his  bench  and  taking  up  a  half-cobbled  boot. 
"  I  won't  never  git  nothin'  done  if  I  don't  quit 
stan'in'  around  gassin'  with  you  fellers." 

He  looked  at  his  battered  silver  watch,  then 
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made  a  bugle  of  his  hands  and  tooted  the  old, 
old  mess-call  through  it. 

"  Hear  that  ?  "  said  he.  ''  That  means  sup- 
l)er.  lietter  hurry  home  or  you  won't  git  none." 
And  as  the  boys  went  out  at  the  door  he  added  : 
"  Better  fall  in  an'  march  till  you  git  away  from 
the  Flats.  The  Brogden  gang  minght  be  layin' 
fer  you." 

Ch.apticr  V. 

BUYING    A    I'ISTOI,. 

One  Saturday  morning  Hank  Wolff  was 
showing  a  ])istol  to  some  boys  on  the  public 
green,  wlien  l"'red  and  Jimmy  came  along.  The 
young  captain  wanted  to  buy  it,  but  Hank  de- 
manded more  than  he  had,  so  Jimmy  oft'ered  to 
put  in  about  a  dollar  in  pennies  that  he  had 
saved.  Hank  finally  agreed  to  take  what 
money  the  two  had  if  Jimmy  would  throw  in 
his  soldier-cap.  The  little  fellow  regarded  this 
as  his  most  precious  possession,  but  he  was 
willing  to  make  the  sacrifice  for  his  friend  and 
captain.  So,  while  Fred  went  home  to  get  his 
money  from  his  little  iron  savings-bank,  Jimmy 
ran  off  to  get  his  pennies. 

Mrs.  Ray  was  in  the  back  garden  when 
Jimmy  opened  the  drawer  of  the  bureau  in  the 
front  room  where  his  savings  were  kept.  He 
did  not  wish  his  mother  to  know  that  he  was 
taking  them.  As  he  stood  before  the  bureau 
he  happened  to  look  into  the  mirror,  and  saw 
the  soldier-cap  on  his  head.  Oh.  how  he 
wished  there  were  something  else  he  could 
give  Hank  instead  of  that  !  Then  he  saw  his 
mother's  purse  in  the  drawer,  and  a  very  wicked 
thought  popped  into  his  head.  He  took  up 
the  purse  and  looked  at  it.  but  put  it  back 
without  opening  it.  He  had  never  in  his  life 
taken  anything  that  did  not  belong  to  him.  and 
he  might  have  resisted  the  temptation  this  time 
if  he  had  not  seen  his  cap  again  in  the  looking- 
glass.  But  he  could  not  bear  to  ])art  with  this, 
so  he  took  a  silver  (juarter  from  the  purse,  ex- 
cusing himself  to  his  conscience  by  saying  he 
was  merely  borrowing  it. 

Hank  Wolff  was  easily  induced  to  take  the 
(piarter  instead  of  the  cap,  and  Fred  and  Jimm\- 
went  away  with  the  pistol.  As  they  walked 
along,  examining  the  weapon,  they  were  filled 
with  bubbling  joy  over  the  possession  of  it;  but 
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presently  Jimmy's  conscience  got  the  upper  hand 
of  him,  and  he  began  to  feel  very  uncomfortable. 

As  for  Fred,  he  hail  been  so  eager  to  own 
the  i)istol  that  he  had  thought  of  nothing  else. 
But  now  the  question  arose,  What  were  they 
to  do  with  it  ?  He  was  sure  his  i)arents  would 
not  approve  the  i)urchase.  He  must,  therefore, 
keej)  them  from  knowing  of  it.  And  yet,  to 
conceal  such  a  thing  from  his  father  was  the 
•  same  as  lying  to  his  brigadier-general.  Finally 
he  stopped  short  and  said :  "  Jimmy,  we  ought 
not  to  have  bought  this  jiistol." 

Jimmy's  heart  leaped  with  joy.  "  Let 's  take 
it  back  to  Hank  and  get  our  money,"  said  he, 
thrilled  with  the  hope  of  putting  back  tlie  silver 
quarter. 

"  Come  on,"  Fred  answered,  leading  the  way 
back  to  the  green  at  a  sharp  run. 

But  when  they  reached  there,  not  a  boy  was 
to  be  seen.  Hank  W'olfif  had  proposed  to  stand 
treat,  and  all  had  gone  with  him.  Half  an  hour 
later,  while  Fred  and  Jimmy  were  looking  else- 
wliere  for  them,  Hank  and  his  companions  were 
sitting  on  the  river-bank  near  the  sawmill,  eat- 
ing sweets.  Then,  when  the  mill  shut  down  for 
noon,  they  went  inside  and  hghted  up  the  penny- 
grab  cigars  that  Hank  had  bought  for  them. 

Eddie  Graham,  who  was  ashamed  to  admit 
that  he  had  never  smoked  before,  puffed  at  his 
cigar  until  he  began  to  feel  faint.  Then  he 
stealthily  tucked  it  under  the  sawdust  behind 
him,  and,  when  the  other  boys  were  not  looking, 
crawled  (piietly  into  a  corner  and  fell  off  into  a 
sickish  stupor. 

Presently,  when  Robbie  Parker  said  he  saw 
the  city  marshal.  Hank  and  the  rest  scampered 
away,  leaving  Eddie  asleep  in  his  corner. 

Fred  and  Jimmy,  in  their  search  for  Hank, 
went  first  to  the  swimming-hole,  near  the  rail- 
road bridge.  On  the  way  they  talked  very 
little.  Each  was  busy  with  his  own  thoughts. 
Fred,  who  was  always  confident  of  succeeding 
in  whatever  he  undertook,  had  no  doubt  that 
they  would  find  Hank  and  get  their  money 
back ;  but  even  that  did  not  wholly  relieve  his 
mind.  He  remembered  the  story  his  father 
had  told  him  about  a  boy  who  drove  a  nail 
into  a  post  every  time  he  did  anything  bad,  and 
pulled  one  out  every  time  he  did  anything  good. 
Even  after  the  boy  had  pulled  out  all  the  nails 


the  post  was  sadly  marred  and  weakened  by 
the  holes  left  in  it.  Fred  was  ashamed  that  he 
had  been  so  foolish  as  to  drive  another  nail 
into  his  post. 

But  Jimmy's  troubles  were  far  greater  than 
this.  Fred  had  merely  sneaked  his  own  bank 
out  of  the  house,  and  taken  his  own  money 
from  it :  but  Jimmy  had  stolen  —  he  tried  not  to 
think  of  that  word,  but  it  would  come  to  his 
mind  —  yes,  he  had  stolen  money  that  l)elonged 
to  another;  and  that  other  his  mother,  who 
had  always  been  so  good  and  so  kind  to  him ! 

"What  's  the  matter,  Jimmy?"  Fred  saw- 
tears  in  the  little  fellow's  eyes,  and  put  his  arm 
about  him. 

Jimmy  turned  his  face  away  and  walked  on 
in  silence.  He  feared  that  to  tell  what  he  had 
done  would  be  to  lose  the  respect  of  his  friend 
and  cai)tain. 

"  You  won't  lose  anything,"  Fred  added 
sympathetically ;  "  I  '11  see  that  you  get  your 
money  back." 

Every  kindly  word  cut  Jimmy  deeper  than  a 
harsh  one  could,  and  made  the  tears  come 
faster  and  faster.  At  last  he  sat  down  on  the 
edge  of  the  sidewalk,  and  put  his  face  between 
his  knees,  folding  his  arms  about  his  head,  as  if 
to  hide  himself  from  all  the  world. 

"  Jimmy  !  Jimmy  !  "  said  Fred.  "  What  is 
it  ?  What 's  the  matter  ?  "  For  Jimmy's  body 
throbbed  and  trembled  and  rocked  to  and  fro 
in  his  overpowering  grief. 

Finally  he  spoke ;  but  his  face  was  buried  so 
deeply,  and  his  arms  were  folded  so  tightly 
about  his  head,  that  his  words  would  have 
been  unintelligible,  even  if  they  hatl  not  been 
stifled  by  sobs. 

"  What  did  you  say  ?  "  Fred  asked,  with  his 
face  close  down  beside  Jimmy's. 

"I  —  l' — "  Jimmy  turned  his  head  a  little, 
and  raised  one  elbow  just  enough  to  let  the 
sound  of  his  voice  come  out  under  it.  "I  —  I 
—  stole."  He  jerked  the  arm  down  again,  and 
buried  his  face  deeper  than  ever. 

"  You  stole  ?  "  said  Fred,  in  astonishment. 
He  could  hardly  believe  his  ears.  Jimmy  was 
the  one  boy  of  his  acquaintance  whom  he 
would  have  trusted  anywhere.  "  Oh,  Jimmy," 
said  he,  "  I  'm  awfully  sorry." 

"  S-s-so  'm  I,"  Jimmy  sobbed. 
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Fred  sat  down  on  the  walk  beside  him,  and 
put  his  arm  closely  round  the  little  cjuivering 
body.  "Tell  me  all  about  it,  Jimni},"  said  he, 
in  a  kind  of  fatherly  way. 

I5ctween  spasms  of  grief  anil  catchings  of 
breath,  Jimmy  had  a  hard  time  getting  the 
words  out,  but  at  last  succeeded  in  telling  the 
whole  story,  though  he  still  ke])t  his  face  hid- 
den from  his  companion. 

Fred  ilid  not  speak  for  a  loiiij;  time.  He  was 
trying  very  hard  to  decide  what  ought  to  be 
done.  His  own  troubles  had  sunk  out  of  sight 
behind  Jimmy's  greater  ones.  He  wanted  to 
help  his  little  frientl,  but  could  not  cpiite  see 
how  he  was  going  to  do  it.  His  own  money 
\sas  all  gone,  but  even  if  it  were  not,  he  felt 
that  Jimmy's  trouble  lay  too  deep  for  m.oney  to 
reach.  He  had  never  before  felt  so  clearly  the 
need  of  a  wiser  judgment  than  his  own.  If  his 
father  had  been  within  reach  he  would  have 
suggested  going  to  him  for  advice,  but  Senator 
Stanton  was  at  the  State  capital. 

'•  Let  .'s  go  and  see  Uncle  Andy,"  said  Fred. 

Jimmy  shrank  from  this.  He  felt  that  he 
had  already  lost  friends  enough.  "  No ;  1  'm 
going  home,"  he  said. 

Fred  did  not  want  him  to  go  home  until  he 
could  take  money  enough  with  him  to  pay 
back  the  "  borrowed  "  quarter.  PJesides,  there 
was  that  vague  something  else  that  he  felt  had 
to  be  done.  "  Come  on,"  said  he ;  "  let  's  go 
see  Uncle  Andy." 

Jimmy  had  never  before  set  his  own  will  up 
against  Fred's,  but  now  the  more  they  argued, 
the  more  firmly  he  stuck  to  his  purpose  to  go 
home.  And  Fred,  on  his  part,  was  equally 
determined  that  they  should  go  to  the  Flats. 

Finally  Jimmy  got  up  and  started  to  walk 
away. 

''  Where  you  going  ?  "  Fred  asked. 

"  Home." 

•'  No,  you  ain't." 

''  Yes,  I  am." 

frcfl  iik-adcd  with  him  to  come  back,  but 
Jimmy  doggedly  walked  on. 

"Halt!"  Fred  commanded. 

Jimmy  stopped,  hesitated  a  moment,  then 
walked  on. 

"  Halt !  "  Fred  shouted  again.  "  I  'm  your 
superior  officer.     The  hand  of  the  government 


will    come    down   on    you    if  you   don't    (jbey 
me." 

This  brought  Jimmy  to  a  stand.  That  terri- 
ble hand  that  C'or[K)ral  McCiinnis  had  so 
graphically  picturetl  was  not  to  be  trifled  with. 

"  About,  face  !  "  Fred  commanded.  "  For- 
waril,  hrch ! "  Jimmy  meekly  obeyed,  and 
Fred,  imitating  the  manner  of  his  colonel  on 
duty,  looked  as  severe  as  he  could  while  he 
marched  the  little  lieutenant  to  the  hut  on  the 
Flats. 

Chaptkr  \I. 

what  uncle  andv  had  to  sav. 

Unclp:  Andy  had  just  sat  down,  with  a 
well-filled  tin  plate  on  his  lap  and  a  pewter 
mug  of  steaming  coffee  on  the  work-bench 
beside  him,  when  the  two  boys  came  to  a  halt 
before  his  open  door.  Fred  left  Jimmy  stand- 
ing at  attention  outside,  while  he  himself 
marched  in  and  saluted. 

"  On  duty  ?  "  asked  the  colonel,  answering 
the  salute. 

"  Yes,  sir,"  said  Fred  ;  "  it  was  the  only  way 
I  could  make  him  come  here." 

"  Whut  did  you  want  him  to  come  fer  ?  " 

"  There  's  something  I  want  you  to  help  us 
about,  and  he  would  n't  come  till  I  made  him 
fall  in  and  march." 

"Is  it  brigade  business  ?  "  the  colonel  asked. 

"No,  sir;  it  's  something  he  did;  I  want 
him  to  tell  you  about  it." 

"  Was  he  on  dut\-  when  he  done  it  ?  " 

"  No,  sir." 

"  Then  you  did  n't  have  no  business  to 
make  him  fall  in  an'  march  whur  he  ilid  n't 
want  to.  That  won't  do.  You  ain't  caj/n  jes' 
fur  the  sake  o'  makin'  folks  do  as  you  want  'em 
to.  Go  out  an'  break  ranks  right  away.  Then, 
if  you  've  got  any  argiments  to  settle,  you  can 
come  in  here  an'  settle  'em  man  to  man,  if  you 
want  to." 

There  was  nothing  to  do  but  obey  the  colo- 
nel's order;  but  as  soon  as  he  had  released 
Jimmy  from  military  authority,  Fred  began  to 
plead  with  him  to  come  in  and  tell  Uncle 
.\ndy  what  he  had  done. 

"  Whut 's  up  'twixt  you  fellers  ?  "  the  old  man 
asked.     He  had  followed  Fred  to  the  doorway. 

Jimmy  hung  his  head  and  turned  his  face  away. 
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"  Come  on,  Jimmy,"  said  Fred,  putting  his 
arm  about  his  friend  and  drawing  him  toward 
the  door.  "  Tell  Uncle  Andy  all  about  it. 
I  'm  going  to  tell  b.im  what  I  did." 

"  Been  up  to  mischief,  have  you  ?  "  The  old 
man  stooped  and  took  Jimmy  bodily  into  his 
strong  arms.  "  Now  I  got  you,"  he  said  play- 
fully, and  sat  down  on  the  door-sill,  with  the 
little  fellow  on  his  knee.  "  Now,  out  with  it. 
Whut  you  been  up  to  ?  " 

Jimmy  burst  into 
tears  and  hid  his  face 
on  Uncle  Andy's  shoul- 
der. "I  — I—"  But 
he  could  get  no  further. 

"  Yes,"  said  the  old 
man,  encouragingly; 
"  go  on." 

"I  — I  — Fred  '11  tell 
you,"  he  sobbed. 

"Shall  I  tell  him,  Jim- 
my ?  "  Fred  asked. 

The  little  fellow  nod- 
ded his  head  and  snug- 
gled closer  to  Uncle 
Andy's  broad  breast. 

Fred  told  the  story, 
putting  Jimmy  in  the 
best  possible  light.  "He*" 
did  it  because  he  knew 
I  wanted  the  pistol  so 
much,"  said  he;  "and, 
besides,  he  only  bor- 
rowed the  quarter." 

"  No,  he  did  n't," 
Uncle  Andy  answered; 
"  he  stole  it,  that 's  whut 
he  done.  Ain't  no  use  tryin'  to  pull  the  wool 
over  our  own  eyes.  Borrered  it!  Shucks!  The' 
ain't  a  thief  in  jail  that  could  n't  say  the  same 
thing.  You  stole  it,  did  n't  you?"  he  asked 
of  Jimmy,  whose  face  was  sUll  hidden. 

Jimmy  nodded  his  head. 

"  Knowed  you  was  stealin'  it,  ditl  n't  you  ?  " 

Jimmy  nodded  again. 

"  But  he  's  going  to  put  it  back,"  said  Fred. 

"  S'posin'  he  is  ?  "  Uncle  Andy  replied,  "  That 
ain't  goin'  to  settle  it.  S'posin'  he  stuck  his  fin- 
ger in  the  fire  an'  burnt  it  to  a  crisp!  D'  you 
think  all  he  'd  have  to  do  'd  be  to  pull  it  out 


'AS     THEY     WALKED     ALONG,    EXAMINLNG     THE     PISTOL, 
THEY    WERE     FILLED     WITH    JOV." 


ag'in  ?  Don't  you  think  he  'd  have  to  put  some 
salve  or  somep'n'  on  it  afore  it  'd  quit  smartin'  ?  " 
After  a  few  moments  of  silence  the  old  man 
said :  "  So  you  come  here  to  git  me  to  holp 
you  out  o'  your  scrape,  did  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  said  Fred,  while  Jimm\  nodded 
once  more. 

"  All  right,  then."  He  snatched  the  soldier- 
cap  from  Jimmy's  head,  and  gave  it  a  fling  into 
the  farthest  comer  of 
the  shop.  "  There  's  the 
fust  move  to  make. 
When  a  feller  gits  to 
thinkin'  so  much  of  an 
ol'  cap  that  he  '11  give 
his  tarnal  soul  fer  it,  it 's 
time  to  throw  it  away." 
Jimmy  gasped  as  the 
cherished  cap  flew  from 
him. 

"  Now,"  said  Uncle 
Andy,  "  next  thing  is 
to  put  back  that  stolen 
quarter.  Whur  )0U 
goin'  to  git  the  money?  " 
"  I  don't  know,"  Jim- 
my answered,  without 
looking  up. 

"But  you  got  to  know, 
ain't  you  ?  Got  to  put 
it  back,  ain't  you  ?  " 
Jimmy  nodded. 
Fred  said  they  would 
get  it  all  right  as  soon 
as  they  found  Hank 
Wolff. 

"  Goin'  to  play  baby, 
are  you  ?  "  said  Uncle  Andy.  "  Made  a  fair, 
square  trade,  an'  now  you  want  to  back  out 
of  it.  Done  suthin'  you  no  business  to,  an'  now 
you  're  goin'  to  trv  to  make  Hank  Wolfi"  pay  for 
it  ?  Wal,  he  's  a  fool  if  he  does  it.  Lemme  see 
that  pistol." 

He  put  the  muzzle  of  the  weapon  into  his 
mouth,  puffed  out  his  cheeks,  and  blew  till  his 
face  was  red,  but  no  air  went  through  it.  "  I 
thought  so,"  said  he.  "  'T  ain't  wuth  two 
cents.  Chuck-full  o'  rust.  Minght  as  well  try 
to  shoot  with  a  crowbar."  He  flung  the  pistol 
into  the  comer  with  the  soldier-cap.     "Them 
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tw  o  things  '11  go  fust-rate  together,"  said  lie ; 
"  one  's  about  as  dangerous  as  t'  other." 

It  seemed  to  Fred  and  Jimm\  that  L'^nclc 
Andy,  instead  of  helping  them  out  of  trouble, 
had  heljjed  them  deeper  in  hy  taking  from  them 
their  only  means  of  getting  tlie  money  back. 
But  they  were  more  than  ever  astonished  when 
he  got  up  and  went  back  to  his  cold  dinner, 
saying:  "  Wal,  I  guess  that  's  about  as  fur  as 
I  can  holp  you.  Caicss  you  '11  have  to  do  the 
rest  of  it  yourselves." 

'•  But,  Uncle  Andy,"  said  i'red.  "  \\c  don't 
know  what  to  do.  That  is  why  w  c  came  to  yeni."' 

•'  Oh,  that  's  it,  is  it  ?  "  the  old  man  replied. 
"  I  see.  'T  wa'  n't  very  haril  work  to  git  into 
trouble,  so  you  done  that  yourselves;  but  when 
it  comes  to  gittin'  out  of  it,  you  find  it  's  con- 
sid'able  of  a  job,  so  you  want  to  saddle  that 
onto  me.     That  's  the  idee,  is  it  ?  " 

"  No,  Uncle  Andy,"  said  Fred ;  "  you  don't 
understand.  We  don't  want  you  to  do  any- 
thing; we  only  want  you  to  tell  us  what  to  do." 

The  old  man  cut  oft"  a  piece  of  bacon  and 
chewed  it  ever  so  long  without  saying  a  word. 
Then  he  began  one  of  his  ([ueer  stories : 

"  Onct  upon  a  time  a  boy  drawed  a  Curley- 
kew  on  the  suller  door  with  a  piece  o'  chalk. 
Ever  hear  this  story  ?  " 

Of  course  the  boys  had  never  heard  it.  No- 
body had  ever  heard  it,  for  Uncle  Andy  always 
made  up  these  stories  as  he  went  along. 

'•  Wal,"  said  he,  '•  the  boy  went  to  bed  an' 
left  the  C'urleykew  there  on  the  suller  door. 
Along  in  the  night,  after  the  moon  come  u\), 
the  Curleykew  seen  a  Flutherlnidge  keelin'  sum- 
mersets an'  havin'  lots  o'  fun  down  in  the  grass. 

"  '  My  I '  says  the  Curleykew,  '  wish  I  could 
come  down  there  an'  play  with  you.' 

"  '  Why  don't  you  ?  '  says  the  Flutherbudge. 

"  '  Can't,'  says  the  Curleykew.  '  Can't  git 
down  from  the  suller  door.' 

"'Yes,  you  can,'  says  the  Flutherbudge. 
'  All  you  got  to  do  is  to  let  go  an'  you  '11  slide 
down.' 

''  So  the  Curleykew  let  go,  an',  sure  enough. 
here  he  come  slidin'  down  the  suller  door,  easy 
as  you  please. 

"  Wal,  after  him  an'  the  Flutiierbudge  had 
played  till  they  was  tired,  the  Curleykew 
thought  he  'd  go  back  home.     So  he  went  an' 


sot  by  the  bottom  o'  the  suller  door,  an'  let  go 
as  hard  as  he  could.  But  he  found  that  gittin' 
down  was  one  thing  an'  gittin'  u[)  was  another. 
The  harder  he  let  go,  the  m(jre  he  did  n't  slide 
up  the  suller  door. 

"After  he  'd  sot  there  till  pretty  nigh  morn- 
in',  lettin'  go  with  all  his  might,  an'  gittin' 
homesicker  every  minute,  he  seen  a  Mud-turkle 
come  moseyin'  along  through  the  grass.  Now, 
Mud-turkles,  you  know,  is  s'posed  to  be  awful 
wise,  'cause  they  go  about  slow-like  an'  can't 
keel  summersets.  So  the  Curleykew  yells  out 
at  him  :  '  Hi,  there  I  Wish  you  'd  help  me  git 
onto  this  suller  door.' 

"'Ain't  got  time,'  says  the  Mud-turkle. 
'  Got  forty  rods  to  go  yit  to  git  to  breakfast. 
Won't  git  there  in  time  if  I  don't  hurry  right 
along.' 

" '  Oh,  come  on,'  says  the  Curleykew.  '  I 
don't  want  you  to  do  nothin' — jes'  want  you 
to  tell  me  whut  to  do.' 

"'Oh,  I  see,'  says  the  Mud-turkle.  'You 
jes'  want  me  to  do  the  thinkin'  an'  you  '11  do 
all  the  work.' 

" '  That  's  it,'  says  the  Curleykew. 

"  '  Uh,  huh,  't  is,  is  it  ?  '  says  the  Mud-turkle, 
walkin'  off.  '  Wal,  mebbe  by  the  time  you  've 
thunk  out  how  to  git  onto  that  suller  door 
you  '11  change  your  idee  about  whut  work  is. 
.Should  n't  wonder  but  you  'd  find  that  thinkin' 
out  the  way  is  about  the  hardest  part  o'  doin' 
things.'  " 

Both  boys  saw  the  point  of  the  story,  and 
were  heartily  ashametl  that  they  had  been  so 
much  like  the  silly  C"urle\ke\v.  P.ut  the  old 
man  set  their  minds  oft'  in  another  direction  by 
asking  Jimmy  where  his  mother  got  the  silver 
(juarter. 

"  Father  gave  it  to  her,  I  suppose,"  Jimmy 
answered. 

"  Where  did  your  pa  git  it  ?  " 

"He  worked  for  it." 

"  I  want  to  know  !  "  Uncle  Andy  exclaimed, 
as  if  it  were  the  most  wonderful  thing  in  the 
world  that  anybotly  should  work  for  money. 
"  You  don't  tell  me !  Worked  for  it,  eh  ? 
Wal,  wal  I  Who  ever  beared  o'  gittin'  money 
that  way  ?  "' 

•■Why,  L'ncle  Andy,"  said  Fred,  "does  n't 
everybody    work    for  — "     He    stopped    short, 
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and  a  new  light  came  into  his  eyes.  "  Oh, 
Jimmy,"  he  cried,  "  I  know  what  Uncle  Andy 
means.  He  means  that  we  can  work  and  earn 
the  quarter.      Don't  you,  Uncle  Andy  ?  " 

"There,  there!"  said  the  old  man,  bustling 
about.  "  You  must  n't  bother  me  any  more 
with  your  aftairs.  I  've  got  more  o'  my  own 
than  I  can  'tend  to.  Look  at  all  that  pile  o' 
boots  ready  to  be  ilelivered,  an'  all  these  here 
that  's  got  to  be  mended.  Gracious  good- 
ness ! "  He  grabbed  up  a  boot  and  began 
pounding  as  if  his  life  depended  on  mending 
it  that  minute.  "  My  suz !  Don't  see  how 
I  'm  ever  goin'  to  do  all  this  mendin'  an'  de- 
liver them  boots  this  afternoon  myself." 

"  Can't  we  deliver  them  for  you.  Uncle 
Andy  ?  "  Fred  asked. 

The  old  man  hammered  away  for  dear  life. 
*'  I  minght  hire  one  o'  you,  mebbe,  if  you  was 
willin'  to  work  like  sixty,"  he  said,  without 
looking  up.  Then  he  turned  to  Jimmy. 
"  How  much  '11  you  charge  to  work  fer  me  this 
afternoon  ?  " 

The  idea  of  charging  Uncle  Andy  anything 
seemed  ridiculous  to  Jimmy.  He  was  willing 
to  do  what  he  could  for  nothing. 

"  I  don't  want  nobody  to  work  fer  me  fer 
nothin',"  said  the  old  cobbler.  "  Folks  that 
works  fer  nothin'  ain't  gin'ally  wuth  the  price. 
I  've  got  about  twenty-five  cents  wuth  o'  work 
to  be  did  this  afternoon,  but  it  's  got  to  be  did 
right  up  to  the  handle." 

Jimmy  saw  a  chance  to  pay  back  the  stolen 
quarter.  "  I  '11  do  my  best.  Uncle  Andy," 
said  he. 

The  old  man  pretended  to  think  it  over  a 
long  time.  "  I  dunno,"  said  he,  doubtfully. 
"  I  'm  afeared  you  minght  fergit  your  business 
if  you  seen  a  game  o'  marbles  or  suthin'  goin' 
on." 

Jimmy  declared  he  would  not. 

"  U-u-u-um,  wal,"  said  the  old  man,  slowly, 
"  I  '11  try  you  fer  a  while." 

He  gave  Jimmy  a  boot  to  deliver  to  Mr. 
Ralph,  and  told  him  to  get  his  dinner  on  the 
way  back.  "  Mind,  now,"  said  he,  "  if  you  ain't 
back  here  by  half-past  one,  you  neet  n't  come 
at  all." 

The  two  boys  started  away  on  a  run.  But 
hark!     What 's  that  ?     The  court-house  bell! 


"  Fire  !  "  said  Fred.  "  There  it  is."  And 
away  he  went  on  a  dead  run  toward  a  column 
of  smoke  rising  above  the  sawmill. 

Chapter  VII. 

THE    BURNING    OF    THE    xMILL. 

The  sound  of  the  bell  and  the  sight  of  the 
smoke  made  Jimmy  forget  everything  else,  and 
he  started  to  follow  Fred.  But  before  he  had 
run  far  he  dropped  the  boot  he  was  carrying 
under  his  arm,  and  had  to  stop  to  pick  it  up. 
This  reminded  him  of  his  errand,  and  he  stood 
a  moment,  hesitating  between  desire  and  duty. 

It  seemed  to  him  that  he  had  never  before 
wanted  to  do  anything  quite  so  much  as  he 
now  wanted  to  go  to  the  fire ;  yet  a  small  voice 
within  him  kept  saying :  "  You  know  you 
ought  to  deliver  the  boot."  He  tried  to  make 
himself  believe  he  could  go  to  the  fire  first  and 
deliver  the  boot  afterward ;  but  the  small  voice 
answered  :  "  Your  time  belongs  to  Uncle  Andy, 
not  to  you."  He  argued  that  he  could  take 
enough  of  it  just  to  go  to  the  fire,  and  Uncle 
Andy  would  never  know  it ;  but  the  voice  now 
spoke  in  a  louder  tone :  "  Are  you  willing  to 
steal  time  from  Uncle  Andy  merely  because  he 
won't  know  it  ?  Is  a  thief  any  less  a  thief 
if  he  is  never  found  out  ?  " 

Jimmy  had  heard  a  good  deal  about  duty, 
but  had  always  before  looked  upon  it  as  some- 
thing which  big  folks  use  to  make  little  folks 
do  as  they  wish  them  to.  Now,  however,  he 
saw  it  in  a  new  light.  "  That  's  so,"  he  said  to 
himself;  "  Uncle  Andy  told  me  it  would  be  all 
work  and  no  play,  and  I  agreed  to  that.  He 
promised  to  pay  me  a  big  price,  and  he  will 
keep  his  promise.  It  would  be  mean  for  me 
to  break  mine." 

This  idea  of  honor  is  a  very  simple  one,  but 
if  it  has  never  come  to  you,  you  cannot  under- 
stand how  much  happiness  it  brings.  It  was 
hard  for  Jimmy  to  turn  from  following  Fred, 
and  go  to  Mr.  Ralph's  house,  when  everybody 
else  was  hurrying  to  the  fire  in  the  opposite 
direction,  but  he  felt  a  glad  pride  in  his  strength 
to  do  it  —  felt  like  a  man,  a  real,  true  man. 
And  the  more  he  resisted 'his  desire,  the  more 
power  he  had  to  do  so ;  for  moral  strength  is 
like  physical  strength,  and,  you  know,  the  more 
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we  exercise  our  muscles,  the  stronger  the\  he-  your  mind,  took  you  completely  out  of  yourself, 

come.      By    the     time     Jimmy    reached     Mr.  lilted  you  above  all  fear,  carried  you  to  a  jmint 

Ralph's  house  he  had  so   far  coinpiereil   him-  where  you  were  sure  that   whatever  must  be 

sell,  and  was  so  glad  of  it,  that  he  felt  sure  he  done  could  be  done?      If  not,  you  do  not  yet 

could  never  again  be  tempted  to  do  anything  know  your  jjower.      As   Fred  rushed   through 

contrary  to  what  he  knew  to  he  his  dut\ .  the  smoke  there  was  no  (|uestion  in  his  nnnd  as 

In  the  meantime,  Fred  had  run  to  the  burn-  to  whether  he  could  save  Fddie  (Iraham.      He 

mg  mill,  and  pressed  his  way  through  the  crowd  must  save  him.      He  must  tear  down  the  mill, 

of  men  and  women  who  stood  idly  looking  on.  if  necessary;   and   he  felt   full  conridem  e  in   his 

He  recalled  the  ston    of  how  the  court-house  power  to  do  so  with  nothing  but  his  own  two 

bell  had  saved  his  life  when  he  was  a  wee  baby,  little  hands.     Oh,  hut  it  is  a  glorious  moment 

and  he  yearned  with  all  his  heart  to  do  some-  when  a  man  or  a  boy  feels  the  thrill  of  that  tre- 

thing  to  pay  that  debt.     But  when  he  under-  mendous   power   within    him  —  that   boundless 

took    \o   help   the   firemen,  Sam    Forester,   the  assurance  that  he  could  hurl  mountains  aside,  if 

fire  chief,  yelled  at  him,  through  his  big  trumpet,  need  be,  to  accomplish  his  great  purpose  ! 

to  keef)  out  of  the  way.     Then  Fred  ran  round  When    Fred   reached    Fddie   he   found    him 

to  the  windward  side  of  the  mill,  and  put  his  cowering  close  in   the   corner,  crazed  by  fear, 

eye  to  a  crack,  to  see  if  there  was  anything  in  The  smoke  was  stifling  and  the  heat  so  intense 

the  burning  building  that  he  could  save.  that  Fred's  eyeballs  felt  like  coals  of  fire  searing 

For  some  time  he  could  see  only  the  vague  into  his  brain ;  but  there  was  no  time  to  think 

outlines  of  the  big  saw,  and  the  long  carriage  of  such  things.     Fddie,  in  his  frenzy,  tried  to 

with   a   partly  sawed  log  upon  it ;   but  as  his  fight  his  rescuer  off,  but  Fred  caught  him  up  in 

eye  became  accustomed  to  looking  through  the  his  arms  as  if  he  were  a  struggling  baby ;  and 

smoke,  he  thought  he  saw  something  move  in  when  Eddie  frantically  clutched  a  cross-beam, 

the  far  corner.     Then,  through  the  din  of  men's  Fred    tore    him   loose    by   main    strength,  and 

loud  voices,  he  faintly  heard  a  cry  from  that  plunged  with  him  into  the  flame  and  smoke  that 

comer.  filled  the  space  between  them  and  the  opening. 

It  was  Eddie  Graham.  The  cold  stream  The  task  of  bearing  that  writhing,  kicking, 
from  the  hose  had  struck  him  and  partially  scratching  burden  to  safety  might  well  have 
aroused  him  from  the  stupor  in  which  he  had  seemed  impossible  had  Fred  stopped  to  considc* 
lain  since  he  hid  his  lighted  cigar  under  the  it;  but  he  was  there  to  act,  not  to  consider, 
sawdust  and  swooned  from  the  dizzying  tobacco  Plowing  through  sawdust  up  to  his  knees,  leap- 
sickness.  In  a  dazed  way  he  had  struggled  to  ing  through  flames  taller  than  himself,  ducking 
his  feet  and  staggered  closer  to  the  corner,  fir-  low  and  holding  his  breath  where  the  smoke 
ther  from  the  fire.  was  thickest,  he   made  all   possible  haste ;   but 

In  an  instant  Fred  had  run  round  to  the  open  before  he  had  clambered  over  the  great  log  on 

front  of  the  mill,  and,  before  any  of  the  men  the  carriage,  he  felt  a  whirling  sensation  in  his 

there  could  prevent  him,  had  dashed  through  head,  and  then  it  seemed  as  if  he  were  falling 

the  dense  smoke  and  disappeared  inside  the  from  some  dizzy  height  through  clouds  of  suf- 

buming  building.     To  those  who  saw  him  enter  focating  smoke  into  a  vast  lake  of  flame, 

that  furnace  of  flame  it  seemed  that  he  had  The  terrible  strain  had  been  upon  him  too 

gone  to  certain  death.      Nobody  knew  why  he  long;  yet  he  retained  enough  consciousness  to 

had  done  it,  and  nobody  had  the  hardihood  to  know  that  he  must  hasten  on  —  or,  rather,  he 

follow  him.      lUit  Fred   had   found   the  chance  was  so  saturated  with  desire  to  save  Eddie  that 

he  had  longed  for  so  earnestly,  and  his  mind  he  pressed  on  without   knowing  what   he  was 

was  so  wholly  concentrated  on  the  one  thought  doing.     He  did  not  even  know  when  he  reached 

of  saving   the   imperiled  life  that  he  did  not  the  open  air;  did  not  know  that  his  clothing 

stop  to  consider  the  danger  to  himself.  was  ablaze;  did  not  see  the  men   who  stood 

Were  you  ever  seized  by  a  desire  so  over-  paralyzed  with  horror  as  he  rushed  by  them, 

whelming  that  it  swept  all  other  thoughts  from  wrai)ped  in  flame.     As  his  heart  beat  without 
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the  conscious  aid  of  his  mind,  so  his  arms  clung  boys  rose  to  the  surface,  Eddie,  still  beside  him- 

to  Eddie  and  his  feet  bore  him  on  —  on  over  self  with  fear,  seized  Fred  from  behind  in  such 

the  log  runway,  on  over  the  platform,  blindly,  a  manner  as   to   pinion    his   arms.      Here  the 

unconsciously,  on  to  the  bulkhcatl,  and  over  its  frightened  boy  clung  with  a  frenzy  that  turned 
edge    into    the    rleep 
water  above  the  mill. 

Chapter  Vlli. 

ON    THK    EDOE    OF 
THE    MII.L-DAM. 

As  soon  as  the  as- 
tounded men  realized 
what  had  happened, 
they  flocked  to  the 
platform,  leaving  the 
mill  to  look  out  for 
itself.  Even  Sam  For- 
ester forgot  that  he 
was  the  fire  chief,  and 
neglected  to  use  his 
unnecessary  trumpet 
when  he  excitedly 
called  to  everybod\ 
in  general  and  to  no- 
body in  particular  to 
fetch  a  rope.  A  fire- 
man hastily  cut  the 
hauling-rope  from  the 
hose-cart;  but  before 
he  could  elbow  his 
way  through  the 
crowd  on  the  plat- 
form the  strong  cross- 
current which  ran 
from  the  bulkhead  to 
the  middle  of  the  river 
had  borne  the  boys 
beyond  reach. 

The  cold  water  had 
revived  Fred  and  ])ut 
out  the  fire  that  was 
eating  through  his 
clothing ;  but  no 
sooner  had  one  peril 
been  passed  than  an 
other  presented  itself 

When  he  struck  the 

water  he  had  instinctively  begun  to  swim,  thus     his  muscles  to  steel,  while  Fred,  aware  that  this 
letting  go  his  hold  on  Eddie.     Then,  as  both     imprisonment   meant  death  to  both,  struggled 
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with  the  force  of  desperation  to  free  hiiiiscU". 
It  was  a  terrible  battle  that  the  two  boys  foiigiit 
as  they  drifted  rapidly  toward  the  middle  of  the 
stream  where  the  cross-current  met  the  main 
flood  —  met  and  merged  with  it  into  a  mighty 
torrent  that  sped  faster  and  faster,  until  it  bent 
and  broke  over  the  abrupt  edge  of  the  dam. 
Once,  twice,  they  had  sunk  together  and  risen 
again.  Then  Fred  managed  to  squirm  round 
face  to  fiice  with  his  antagonist.  Raising  his 
knees  to  his  chin,  he  i)Iaced  his  feet  against 
Eddie's  chest,  and  straightened  his  legs  with  all 
the  power  he  could  put  into  them.  It  was  a  life- 
and-death  tug  between  legs  and  arms,  but  the 
arms  could  not  long  bear  the  tremendous  strain 
upon  them.  Eddie  had  jjut  his  last  remaining 
hope  in  them,  and  when  they  were  forced  loose  he 
sank  back  exhausted,  and  gave  himself  up  as  lost. 

Fred  snatched  him  by  the  hair  and  raised 
his  head  above  the  surface;  but  Eddie  had 
already  tilled  his  lungs  with  water,  and  ceased 
to  breathe. 

Fred,  as  he  drifted  nearer  and  nearer  to  the 
dam,  felt  that  now  he  was  only  cumbering  him- 
self uselessly  with  a  lifeless  body,  but  still  he 
clung  to  it.  He  had  rescued  it  from  the  lap- 
ping tongues  of  flame,  and  he  could  not  yet 
bring  himself  to  let  the  greedy  waters  swal- 
low it. 

The  excited  men  on  the  platform  had  been 
shouting  all  kinds  of  advice  to  the  boys ;  but  now 
they  were  appalled  into  silence,  for  the  main  cur- 
rent had  seized  Fred  and  was  whirling  him,  with 
his  helpless  burden,  toward  the  roaring  falls. 

"  Make  way  !  Make  way,  there  !  "  A  voice 
cut  the  silence  as  lightning  gashes  the  sky. 
"  Make  way !  "  And  Uncle  Andy  hurled  men 
right  and  left.  He  had  just  reached  the  scene, 
and  had  heard  only  that  some  boys  were 
doomed  to  go  over  the  dam. 

At  the  end  of  the  platform  he  stopped  an 
instant  to  survey  the  situation.  A  man  at  his 
elbow  said  there  was  nothing  to  do — that  the 
boys  were  surely  lost.  Uncle  Andy  made  no 
answer,  but  thrust  his  fingers  into  a  crack  in  the 
side  of  the  mill  next  to  the  river,  and  swinging 
himself  from  the  platform,  threw  his  good  leg 
over  a  beam  that  protruded  above  the  water. 
From  this  beam  he  swung  himself  to  another 
and  another,  until  he  could  drop  into  the  still, 
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shoal  water  just  above  the  end  of  the  dam. 
It  was  poor  footing  among  the  great  rough 
stones  that  had  long  ago  been  tumbled  in  as 
"backing"  behind  the  woodwork  of  the  dam. 
They  were  slippery,  too,  with  the  water-soaked 
moss  of  years.  But  he  jabbed  his  peg  leg  into 
cracks  and  crevices,  and  held  it  there  until  his 
good  foot  was  securely  placed.  As  he  thus 
picked  his  way  along  the  edge  of  the  dam,  the 
men  on  the  platform  agreed  that  he  could 
never  reach  the  boys. 

"  Nobody  can  walk  the  dam  through  that 
current,"  said  one. 

"If  he  could,"  said  another,  "  he  could  n't 
get  to  the  boys  in  time." 

"  No  use,  Andy,"  Sam  Forester  yelled. 
"  You  '11  only  be  drowned  yourself." 

"  Hush  up  !  "  the  old  soldier  answered,  with- 
out turning  his  head.  He  had  recognized 
Fred,  and  had  something  to  say  to  him. 

"  'Tention,  brigade ! "  he  shouted.  He 
knew  that  if  Fred  were  beginning  to  lose  cour- 
age, this  command  would  give  it  back  to  him  if 
anything  could.  "  Hang  on  to  the  other  feller. 
Don't  le'go  !     Work  this  way  fur  as  you  can." 

Fred  was  now  in  the  ruftled  w-ater  that 
rushed,  three  feet  deep,  over  the  uneven 
"  backing."  In  vain  he  struck  his  heels 
among  the  slippery  stones;  his  utmost  eftbrt 
resulted  only  in  slightly  impeding  his  progress. 
He  felt  that  if  he  should  let  Eddie's  body  go 
he  might  grasp  a  stone  with  both  hands,  and 
hang  on  until  he  could  get  a  foothold.  But 
his  colonel's  command  put  determination  into 
his  heart  -:—  determination  to  show  the  world 
how  a  soldier  could  obey,  a  command  even 
with  death  staring  him  in  the  face. 

"  Keep  pool,  cap'n,"  Uncle  Andy  called. 
"  I  'm  comin'.     I  '11  git  you." 

.Since  Fred  could  not  hold  back  against  the 
current,  he  pushed  as  hard  as  he  could  across 
it,  and  made  considerable  headway  toward 
Uncle  Andy ;  but  the  hearts  of  the  men  on  the 
platform  sank  as  they  saw  the  boy  throw  both 
arms-  about  Eddie's  body  and  shoot  into  the 
smooth  sheet  of  water  where  the  planking  of 
the  dam  began.  He  was  not  six  feet  from  the 
brink,  and  Uncle  Andy  was  twice  that  distance 
from  him.  Then  they  saw  the  old  soldier  thrust 
his   peg  leg   straight  out  in  front  of  him,  and 
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throw  himself  forward  with  a  mighty  lunge, 
falling  heaillong  toward  the  boys. 

A  groan  escaped  many  a  bloodless  lij)  on 
shore,  for  man  and  boys  had  all  pitched  over 
the  edge  of  the  dam,  and  it  seemed  that  nothing 
now  could  save  them  from  being  battered  and 
torn  and  ground  to  death  on  the  sharp  rocks 
below.  But  in  the  next  instant  the  breathless 
spectators  \vere  amazed  to  see  Uncle  Andy  still 
dangling  over  the  edge,  clutching  a  boy  in  each 
hand,  and  slowly  drawing  both  up  the  bended 
sheet  of  falling  water  toward  him.  Then,  as 
he  raised  them  above  the  brink,  a  resounding 
cheer  came  from  the  shore. 

"Hush  up!"  roared  Uncle  Andy.  "Shut 
your  Jieads  an'  git  to  work.  Send  a  rope  in  a 
boat.  Keep  above  the  suction."  Then  he 
turned  to  Fred.  "  Grab  holt  o'  me  an'  brace 
yourself,"  said  he. 

Fred  flung  both  arms  round  the  old  man  and 
fixed  his  fingers  tight. 

"  Twist  your  leg  around  mine,"  Uncle  Andy 
went  on.  "  No,  no ;  not  that  one ;  t'  other 
one." 

Fred  wrapped  his  leg  round  the  colonel's  peg. 

"  I  'm  goin'  to  le'go  o'  you,  cap'n.  Can 
you  hang  on  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  Fred  answered. 

All  this  time  the  people  on  shore  wondered 
what  miraculous  power  held  the  old  soldier 
there  on  the  very  edge  of  the  dam,  where  the 
planking  was  so  slippery  and  the  water  rushed 
so  furiously. 

Uncle  Andy  raised  Eddie  in  both  arms  and 
threw  him  over  his  shoulder  like  a  sack  of 
meal,  with  his  head  hanging  down  in  front. 

"You  ain't  half  drownded  yit,"  said  he, 
squeezing  the  boy's  chest  till  water  flowed  in  a 
stream  from  the  mouth  and  nose.  "  Why 
did  n't  you  drink  up  the  hull  river,  while  you 
was  about  it  ? "  Another  squeeze.  "  Then 
you  could  'a'  walked  ashore  dry-shod." 

He  put  his  lips  to  Eddie's  and  blew  into  his 
mouth  to  clear  the  air-passages.  Then  he 
pumped  the  limp  arms  up  and  down  until  his 
effort  was  rewarded  by  a  gurgling  gasp. 

"  I  tolt  you  you  wa'  n't  half  drownded,"  said 
the  old  man.  "Here!"  He  spatted  Eddie 
on  the  back  rhythmically  to  aid  him  in  breath- 
ing.   "  Here  !    Come  to  !    Quit  playin'  pcssum." 


Three  men  had  put  out  into  the  mill-pond 
with  a  boat  in  which  they  carried  the  rope  cut 
from  the  hose-cart.  Eddie  had  regained  his 
senses,  and,  perched  on  the  old  man's  shoulder, 
out  of  harm's  way,  had  recovered  from  his 
fright  sufficiently  to  be  tied  to  the  end  of  the 
rope  and  hauled  up  to  the  boat.  Then  Fred 
was  drawn  in  in  the  same  way.  Now  it  was 
Uncle  Andy's  turn ;  but  when  he  had  fastened 
the  rope  under  his  arms  he  found  he  could  not 
free  the  peg  leg,  which,  in  his  last  lunge,  he  had 
stabbed  with  all  his  weight  into  a  crack  be- 
tween two  planks. 

Now  that  the  boys  were  saved  and  the  mill 
beyond  saving,  the  strain  was  removed  from 
everybody,  and  jokes  fell  fast  upon  Uncle  Andy 
from  boat  and  shore. 

"  Guess  you  '11  have  to  stay  there,  Andy,  till 
the  summer  drouth,"  said  one. 

"  Would  n't  mind  it  if  I  had  a  fish-line  an' 
some  worms,"  the  old  man  answered  between 
grunts  as  he  jerked  and  wrenched  at  the  im- 
movable leg. 

"  If  you  get  hungry,  Andy,  you  can  make  a 
current  pie,"  shouted  a  punster. 

"  There  's  Doc  Bingham,"  said  one  of  the 
humorists  in  the  boat ;  "  we  might  fetch  him 
out  here  and  have  him  amputate  your  peg  leg." 

"  I  got  a  better  idee  'n  that,"  the  old  soldier 
sang  back.  "  Hold  that  rope  tight  a  minute." 
He  squatted  in  the  water  till  it  splashed  and 
foamed  half-way  up  his  back.  For  a  few  mo- 
ments he  seemed  to  be  fumbling  at  something 
under  the  surface.  "  All  right ! "  he  finally 
shouted.     "  Haul  away  !  " 

As  the  men  in  the  boat  drew  him  to  them, 
there  stood  the  old  peg  leg  at  the  edge  of  the 
dam,  w^ith  the  water  rippling  and  foaming  about 
it.  He  had  unfastened  the  straps  at  his  waist 
and  left  it  there. 

"  A  fitting  monument  to  simple  heroism," 
said  Elder  Goodwin,  seriously. 

And  everybody  cheered  the  sentiment. 

Chapter  IX. 

ON    POLICE    DUTY. 

Jimmy  came  back  from  dinner  a  few  minutes 
ahead  of  time,  and  found  Uncle  Andy's  door 
locked.     The  little  sliding  window  was  partially 
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open,  and  he  peeped  through  it  just  in  time  to 
see  somebody  dodge  behind  the  calico  curtain 
which  served  as  a  clothes-press  in  one  corner. 
At  first  he  thought  it  might  be  the  old  cobbler 
playing  some  joke  on  him  ;  i)ut  when  he  saw  a 
pair  of  feet  below  the  curtain,  he  guessed  it 
was  somebody  who  had  no  business  there. 

Jimmy  had  started  to  run  for  help,  when  the 
window  was  shoved  wide  open,  and  Bill  Brog- 
den  began  to  climb  out. 

"Get  back  there!"  the  little  fellow  shouted, 
snatching  up  a  club  and  making  a  dash  at  the 
window. 

Brogden  drew  back  to  avoid  the  club,  and 
Jimmy  put  himself  on  guard. 

"  Lemme  out  o'  here  I"  the  big  fellow  com- 
manded in  a  bullying  tone. 

But  the  sturdy  guard  only  gripped  his  club 
and  set  his  lips  the  tighter. 

Then  Brogden  tried  friendly  persuasion. 
"  Aw,  come  on,  Jimmy,"  he  pleaded.  "  What 's 
de  use  of  us  havin'  trouble  ?  I  ain't  got  no 
grudge  ag'in'  you." 

Jimmy  had  one  against  him.  though,  and 
meant  to  keep  him  there  until  somebody  came 
to  capture  him. 

Whz-z-z !  A  shoe-hammer,  flung  from  inside, 
just  missed  Jimmy's  head.  After  that  he  kept 
himself  hugged  close  to  the  wall,  between  the 
door  and  window. 

Presently  Uncle  Andy  came  hopping  across 
the  Flats,  using  an  old  broom  as  a  crutch. 
He  was  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  admiring 
boys,  to  whom  he  was  telling  a  wonderful  story 
about  a  fireman  who  once  shinned  up  a  stream 
of  water  to  a  third-story  window,  and  slid  down 
it  again  with  a  beautiful  maiden  under  each  arm. 

When  he  saw  Jimmy,  the  old  man  shouted  : 
"  Hello !     Got  here  ahead  o'  me,  did  you  ?  " 

Bill  Brogden  had  been  watching  his  chance, 
so  when  Jimmy  turned  to  answer  Uncle  Andy, 
he  vaulted  through  the  window,  and  made  oflf 
before  his  guard  could  aim  a  blow  at  him.  He 
had  taken  nothing  but  a  new  pair  of  boots,  which 
he  wore,  leaving  his  old  ones  in  their  place. 

Jimmy  was  so  deeply  chagrined  at  having  let 
the  thief  get  away  that  Uncle  Andy  pitied  him. 

"  Tell  you  what,"  said  the  old  man ;  "  you 
minght  take  a  squad  o'  sogers  an'  see  what 
you  can  do  to  git  them  boots  back." 


This  set  the  little  fellow  all  aglow.  Some  of 
the  boys  who  had  taken  part  in  the  other  bat- 
tles with  Brogden  were  eager  to  go  with  their 
lieutenant ;  and  their  eagerness  so  inflamed  the 
others  that  every  one  of  them  responded  to 
Jimmy's  order  to  "  fall  in." 

The  colonel  then  gave  the  lieutenant  his 
instructions.  He  was  to  march  his  men  to  the 
Brogden  shanty,  and  surround  it,  to  prevent 
Bill  from  escaping.  Then  Jimmy  was  to  go  to 
the  door  alone,  and  politely  demand  the  boots. 

"  If  he  won't  give  'em  up,"  said  the  colonel, 
"  hold  your  guard  on  the  house,  and  send  word 
to  me  by  an  orderly.  Don't  go  into  the  hou.se, 
or  do  anything  but  demand  the  boots,  an'  .see 
that  Brogden  don't  git  away  with  'em." 

Jimmy  was  a  proud  boy  as  he  marched 
away  at  the  head  of  his  big  company. 

A  few  minutes  later  he  sent  one  of  his  young 
soldiers  back  to  the  colonel,  with  a  report  that 
Mrs.  Brogden  had  come  to  the  door  and  said 
no  one  could  come  in. 

Uncle  Andy  answered  in  writing,  thus : 

Order  No.  i. 
Lieutenant  Ray  will  immediately  send  to  headquarters 
all  the  men  he  can  spare  without  weakening  his  guard. 

A.  BiGELOVV, 

Col.  Com'd'g. 

Jimmy  sent  four  boys,  and  the  colonel  de- 
spatched them  in  different  directions  to  look  for 
the  city  marshal. 

When  Mr.  Dirkman,  the  marshal,  came. 
Uncle  .Vndy  told  him  what  had  happened,  and 
asked  him  if  he  could  not  let  the  boys  take  a 
hand  in  making  the  arrest.  "It  'd  do  'em 
good,"  said  he.  "  'T  ain't  a  bad  idee  to  interest 
the  little  fellers  on  the  side  o'  the  law." 

The  marshal  admitted  that  his  work  would 
be  much  easier  if  the  boys  of  the  town  were 
with  him  instead  of  against  him. 

"  You  can  have  'em  with  you,  easy  enough," 
said  the  old  soldier,  "  if  you  '11  jes'  make  friends 
with  'em.  The  trouble  with  most  city  mar- 
shals is  that  they  keep  the  boys  skeert  of  'em. 
All  thnt  amounts  to  is  to  make  the  little  fellers 
go  straight  while  the  marshal  's  lookin'.  Soon  's 
his  back  's  turned,  they  go  on  with  their  mis- 
chief wus  'n  ever.  If  you  'd  sort  o'  take  'em 
into  partnership  with  you  —  let   'em   feel   that 
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they  was  doin'  their  share  to  keep  law  an'  order 
—  you  'd  find  'em  workin'  Hke  beavers  fer  you. 
It  's  a  hull  lot  better  to  make  folks  respec'  the 
law  than  to  make  'em  afeared  of  it." 

The  truth  of  this  was  apparent  to  Mr.  Dirk- 
man.  He  was  empowered  by  law  to  call  on 
anybody  to  aid  him  in  making  arrests,  so  when 
he  reached  the  Brogden  shanty,  and  Bill's 
mother  still  refused  to  let  them  see  whether  her 
son  was  there,  the  marshal  ordered  Jimmy  to 
take  a  squad  and  search  the  house. 

"  Can't  do  it,  sir,  without  orders  from  the 
colonel,"  said  Jimmy,  importantly.  "  He  told 
me  not  to  go  into  the  house." 

Mr.  Dirkman  was  at  first  amused  by  this 
answer,  but  when  the  serious  side  of  it  struck 
him,  he  admired  the  "  colonel's  "  discipline  and 
complimented  the  boy. 

"  1  '11  send  for  orders,  sir,"  said  Jimmy. 

In  a  few  minutes  the  orderly  returned  with 
instructions  from  the  colonel : 

Order  No.  2. 
Lieutenant  Ray  will  report  to  City  Marshal  Dirkman 
for  further  orders.  A.  Bigelow, 

Col.  Com'd'g. 

Mrs.  Brogden  had  now  locked  the  door,  and 
refused  to  open  it  when  the  lieutenant,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  marshal's  order,  tried  to  enter. 

"  Very  well,  then,"  said  Mr.  Dirkman,  in  a 
loud  tone;  "  we  '11  have  to  smash  the  door  in." 

Mrs.  Brogden  heard  this,  as  the  marshal 
had  intended  she  should,  and,  opening  the 
door,  said  they  might  come  in  and  see  for 
themselves  whether  they  could  find  Bill  there. 

Just  then  there  was  a  commotion  behind  the 
house,  and  three  or  four  boys  came  running 
round  the  corner.  Bill  had  jumped  from  a 
back  window,  knocked  one  of  the  guards  down, 
and  so  frightened  the  rest  that  they  let  him  pass. 

It  was  a  short  chase  for  the  marshal,  how- 
ever. He  soon  came  back  with  a  grip  like 
that  of  a  bear-trap  on  Brogden's  arm. 

"  Where  are  those  boots  ? "  he  asked,  for 
Bill  was  barefoot. 

"  What  boots  ?  " 

But  Mr.  Dirkman  was  not  to  be  fooled  by 
Bill's  pretensions  of  innocence. 

"  Lieutenant,"  said  he,  "  take  a  squad  of  four 
soldiers  and  search  the  house  for  the  boots." 


Mrs.  Brogden  had  come  out  to  plead  with 
the  marshal.  She  declared  that  she  did  n't 
think  Bill  had  stolen  any  boots;  that  he  had 
come  home  barefooted  and  — 

"  Aw,  stop  yer  talkin',"  Bill  interrupted 
her.  He  knew  the  game  was  up,  for  here 
came  Jimmy  from  the  house  with  the  boots  in 
his  hand. 

Chapter  X. 

PROMOTION. 

Dr.  Bingham  had  taken  Eddie  Graham 
home  in  his  gig.  The  sawmill  had  collapsed 
and  fallen  into  its  own  raceway.  Fred  Stanton 
had  walked  home,  accompanied  by  even  a 
greater  and  more  admiring  crowd  of  boys  than 
had  gone  with  Uncle  Andy. 

When  the  young  hero  had  told  his  mother 
considerably  less  than  all  that  had  happened  at 
the  river,  and  had  changed  his  clothes,  he  came 
out  and  joined  the  boys  who  were  waiting  for 
him.  Then  they  ail  went  to  Uncle  Andy's 
hut,  reaching  there  soon  after  the  city  marshal 
had  led  Bill  Brogden  away  to  the  calaboose. 

Jimmy  had  drawn  his  company  up  in  front 
of  the  shop  and  had  made  his  report  to  the 
colonel,  who  sat  on  the  door-sill,  mending  an 
old  discarded  peg  leg  which  he  had  kept  for 
emergencies. 

After  acknowledging  Fred's  military  salute, 
the  colonel  returned  to  questioning  Jimmy: 

"  How  many  men  did  you  station  at  the 
back  window  ?  " 

"  Five,  sir,"  the  lieutenant  answered. 

"  Let  'em  step  out  here." 

Jimmy  turned  to  the  company,  expecting  to 
see  the  five  boys  step  out,  but  only  one  re- 
sponded. That  was  Tommy  Edwards,  the 
one  who  had  been  knocked  down  by  Brogden. 

"  Come  on,"  said  the  colonel.  "  The'  's  four 
more  o'  you." 

But  none  of  them  moved. 

"  What  's  this  ?  "  The  old  soldier  looked 
amazed.  "  Mus'  be  some  mistake  here.  Can't 
be  the'  's  four  sogers  in  this  comp'ny  that  don't 
dast  Stan'  up  an'  tell  the  truth.  That  's  wus  *n 
bein'  afeared  o'  Bill  Brogden.  A  brave  man 
may  git  panicky  an'  run  away  fm  a  fight,  but 
nobody  but  a  nachul-borned  coward  'd  try  to 
lay   it   onto   somebody    else.      Jes'    see,  now. 
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Long  's  I  don't  know  who  them  four  is  I  've 
got  to  suspicion  every  soger  in  the  hull  com- 
p'ny.  That  ain't  fair  an'  scpiare,  is  it  ?  I 
don't  b'Heve  the'  's  any  nachul-borned  cowards 
in  this  comp'ny.  I  b'lieve  them  four  is  goin' 
to  step  right  out  here  Hke  men  an'  sogers." 

One  of  the  boys  came  forward  in  a  shame- 
faced way,  and  the  three  others  straggled  after 
him. 

"  I  knowed  it,"  said  the  colonel,  proudly. 
"  I  knowed  the'  wa'  n't  no  cowards  here.  Ready 
to  Stan'  up  an'  take  your  medicine  like  brave 
sogers,  ain't  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  the  boys  answered. 

Uncle  Andy  turned  to  Tommy  Edwards. 
"  You  was  in  that  other  fight  with  Brogden, 
wa'  n't  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir,"  Tommy  answered. 

"  Got  skeert  an'  run  away  the  fust  time, 
did  n't  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir." 

"  Wa'  n't  so  skeert  this  time,  was  you  ?  " 

"  No,  sir." 

"  Done  your  best  to  ketch  him,  did  n't  you  ?  " 

"  Yes,  sir.  But  he  's  a  good  deal  bigger  n 
me,"  said  'I'ommy.  "  He  knocked  me  down 
before  I  could  get  hold  of  him." 

"  Wal,"  the  colonel  answered,  "  I  p'omote 
you  to  corp'ral  fer  bravery  in  action."  Then 
he  turned  to  the  four  others.  "  I  'm  goin'  to 
give  you  another  chance.  Mebbe  you  won't 
run  away  next  time." 

After  the  company  had  broken  ranks  Uncle 
Andy  asked  how  many  wanted  to  jom  the  Boy 
Brigade.  The  boys  all  responded  eagerly,  and 
the  colonel  took  down  their  names.  Then  he 
sent  them  away,  saying  that  he  and  Jimmy  had 
a  lot  of  work  to  do.  Even  Fred  was  not  per- 
mitted to  stay. 

When  he  had  Jimmy  alone  the  old  man  be- 
came the  severest  of  taskmasters.  Throughout 
the  afternoon  he  did  not  give  the  little  fellow  a 
chance  to  rest  a  minute.  But  that  was  not  the 
worst  of  it.  Jimmy  was  willing  to  work  hard, 
but  Uncle  Andy's  cold,  unsympathetic  manner 
cut  him  to  the  quick,  and  every  now  and  then 
he  said  something  which  seemed  to  pinch  the 
little  fellow's  heart  till  it  ached.  Once  he  mut- 
tered, half  to  himself:  "  I  s'pose  I  done  wrong 
to  send  Bill  Brogden  to  the  calaboose  all  alone. 


He  '11  be  pretty  lonesome  without  any  other 
thieves  there  to  keep  him  comp'ny.  I  minght 
'a'  sent  another  one  along  as  easy  as  not." 

Jimmy  knew  who  the  other  one  was,  and  oh, 
how  it  hurt  him  to  think  of  it!  He  almost 
envietl  Brogden;  for  Bill,  at  least,  had  had  his 
mother  to  plead  for  him. 

His  mother!  Ah,  had  Bill  ever  stolen  money 
from  his  mother?  Jimmy  wondered  whether 
he  himself  were  not,  after  all,  a  worse  thief 
than  Brogden. 

That  was  the  most  painful  afternoon  that  the 
little  fellow  had  ever  passed  in  all  his  life,  and 
Uncle  Andy  seemed  determined  not  to  let  him 
escape  for  a  single  moment  from  the  suffering 
of  it. 

When  the  whistle  at  the  woolen-mill  sounded 
five  o'clock  the  old  man  said :  "  Here  's  your 
pay.     Whut  you  goin'  to  do  now  ?  " 

Jimmy  took  the  silver  quarter,  and  stood 
looking  at  it  a  long  time  before  he  dared  trust 
his  voice  to  answer. 

"  Goin'  to  sneak  it  back  into  your  ma's 
purse,  I  s'pose,  and  not  say  nothin'  to  her 
about  it." 

"  No,  sir,"  said  Jimmy ;  "  I  'm  going  to  give 
it  to  her  and  tell  her  all  about  it."  He  was 
holding  back  the  tears  with  all  his  might. 

'•  Why  ?  Whut  fer  ?  Whut  you  goin'  to  tell 
her  fer  ?  "  Uncle  Andy  asked. 

The  little  fellow  put  his  face  in  his  hands 
and  poured  out  the  grief  that  had  been  accu- 
mulating in  his  heart  all  the  afternoon.  "I  — 
I  —  I  don't  know,"  he  sobbed.  "I  —  I  can't 
—  help  it." 

"  I  know,"  cried  the  old  man,  snatching  the 
boy  to  his  breast.  "I  know  why.  It  's  'cause 
you  ain't  cut  out  fer  stealin'.  Some  boys  is 
nachul-borned  thieves,  but  you  ain't  one,  an' 
you  can't  never  be  one." 

Uncle  Andy's  voice  was  now  as  soft  and 
gentle  as  a  loving  woman's;  yes,  and  there  was 
a  suspicious  tremor  in  it  as  he  hurried  over  to 
the  corner  and  seemed  to  be  looking  behind 
the  calico  curtain  a  long  time  for  something 
that  he  did  not  find.  When  he  came  back  his 
eyes  were  red.  He  laid  his  hand  tenderly 
upon  the  boy's  shoulder. 

"That  's  right,  Jimmy,"  he  said.  "Take  it 
to  vour   ma  an'  tell  her  the   hull  storv  —  how 
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you  stole  her  money,  an'  wliut  you  done  with 
it,  an'  how  you  worked  with  all  your  minght  to 
earn  it  so  's  to  pay  it  back." 

He  took  the  soldier-cap  from  the  corner 
where  he  had  flung  it  that  forenoon.  "  D'  you 
know  whut  this  is  ?  "  he  asked,  holding  it  up. 
"  This  is  a  United  States  army  cap,  an'  no  man 
ain't  fitten  to  wear  it  till  he  knows  whut  honor 
means." 

The  old  soldier  straightened  himself  up  to  a 
miUtary  attitude. 

"  'Tention  !  "  he  commanded. 

Jimmy,  who  had  no  idea  what  was  coming, 
took  the  soldierly  position  that  Uncle  Andy 
had  taught  him. 

"  I  'd  ruther  cut  off  this  arm,"  said  the  old 
man,  holding  p  the  cap,  "  than  use  it  to  put 
this  badge  o'  the  United  States  army  on  a 
head  that  had  n't  no  idee  of  honor  in  it."  He 
advanced  a  pace  and  stood  before  Jimmy. 

"  'Tention  !  "  He  clapped  the  cap  on  Jim- 
my's head.     "  Cap'n  Ray,  I  salute  you,  sir." 

Jimmy  was  dumfounded.  He  did  not  know 
what  to  make  of  Uncle  Andy's  strange  actions 
and  stranger  words.  "  I  'm  only  lieutenant," 
he  said  in  a  dazed  sort  of  way. 

"You  're  cap'n  now,"  the  colonel  answered. 
"  We  've  got  sogers  enough  fer  two  comp'nies, 
an'  you  're  fitten  to  be  cap'n  of  one  of  'em. 
But  remember  this :  the  higher  your  rank,  the 
more  's  expected  of  you." 

The  little  captain  who  entered  the  Ray  cot- 
tage that  evening  was  a  very  different  person 
from  the  boy  who  had  skulked  out  of  it  that 
morning  with  a  stolen  quarter  in  his  pocket. 
The  new  idea  of  honor  that  had  come  to  him 
when  he  had  resisted  his  desire  to  go  to  the  fire; 
the  sense  of  duty  that  had  kept  him  faithfully 
at  work  all  the  afternoon,  even  when  not  under 
Uncle  Andy's  eye;  the  feeling  of  manly  impor- 
tance at  having  been  called  to  help  the  city 
marshal  enforce  the  law;  the  assertion  of  his 
loved  colonel  that  he  was  fit  to  wear  the  proud 
badge  of  the  United  States  army ;  and,  above 
all,  his  own  inner  consciousness  that  he  had 
stolen  for  the  first  and  last  time  in  all  his  life  — 
these  things  combined  to  make  him  the  hap- 
piest and  bravest  of  little  men.  It  is  doubtful 
whether,  among  all  the  grown-up  captains,  there 
was  one  with  more  true  courage  in  his  heart. 


Without  a  whimper,  Jimmy  told  his  story  to 
both  his  mother  and  his  father  —  told  it  as  if  it 
were  some  almost  forgotten  error  of  his  long- 
ago  past,  when  he  was  a  foolish  child,  before 
he  became  a  gentleman  and  a  captain. 

Chapter  XI. 

BY    ORDER    OF    THE    GOVERNOR. 

When  Senator  Stanton  came  home  from  the 
State  capital,  Fred  met  him  with  a  mihtary 
salute  instead  of  the  kiss  with  which  he  had 
always  greeted  him  before.  He  would  have 
been  glad  to  run  to  his  father's  arms  in  the 
dear  old  way,  but  it  seemed  to  him  unsoldierly 
for  a  captain  to  receive  his  general  in  so  child- 
ish a  manner.  The  senator  concealed  his 
amusement  under  a  dignity  quite  as  pompous 
as  Fred's,  and  gravely  asked  if  the  young  cap- 
tain had  anything  to  report. 

•'  Yes,  sir."  Fred  stood  at  attention,  and  told 
his  own  part  in  the  pistol  transaction,  leaving 
Jimmy's  part  for  Jimmy  himself  to  tell.  Then, 
without  going  very  deeply  into  the  details  of 
how  he  and  Eddie  Graham  came  to  be  in  the 
mill-pond,  he  gave  an  exciting  account  of  how 
his  colonel  had  saved  them  at  the  brink  of  the 
dam. 

Senator  Stanton  soon  forgot  his  mock  dignity, 
and,  as  the  story  progressed,  became  more  and 
more  seriously  interested. 

Half  an  hour  later  he  stood  in  the  little  hut 
on  the  Flats,  holding  one  of  Uncle  Andy's 
leathery  old  hands  in  both  his  own  and  trying 
to  tell  how  grateful  he  was. 

"  Shucks  !  "  The  grizzled  veteran  blushed 
like  a  girl.  "  Guess  somebody  's  been  tellin' 
you  a  widget  story.  I  did  n't  do  nothin'  wuth 
thinkin'  twict  about.  Tuh !  'T  wa'  n't  knee- 
high  to  whut  that  boy  o'  yourn  done." 

Uncle  Andy  told  of  Fred's  courageous  deeds 
at  the  burning  mill  and  in  the  rushing  water. 
It  was  a  very  different  story  from  the  one  the 
boy  himself  had  so  modestly  told. 

The  senator  was,  of  course,  very  proud  of  his 
son,  but  he  did  not  purpose  to  let  Uncle  Andy 
turn  the  conversation  completely  away  from  his 
own  heroism. 

"  Andrew,"  said  he,  "  Fred  tells  me  that  you 
cannot  swim  a  single  stroke.     Is  that  so  ?  " 
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Tlie  <5ld  soldier  looked  as  sheepisli  as  a  boy 
caught  in  the  act  of  helping  himself  to  forbidden 
preserves.  He  scratched  his  chin  and  pursed 
his  lips  into  a  foolish  grin.  "  Wal,"  said  he, 
"  I  s'pose  I  minght  answer  that  the  way  the 
Injin  did  when  they  ast  him  if  he  could  read 
an'  write:  said  he  did  n't  know;  had  n't  never 
tried." 

•'  And  yet  you  walked  half-way  along  the 
edge  of  that  dangerous  dam  !  There  is  n't 
another  man  in  Mornington  who  would  have 
done  it,"  said  the  senator. 

"  Hain't  another  man  in  Mornin'ton  got  a 
peg  leg ;  that  's  why.  Sho  !  I  wa'  n't  in  no 
more  danger  on  that  dam  than  Julius  Caesar 
was  at  the  battle  o'  Bunker  Hill.  You  could 
n't  'a'  drawed  my  leg  out  o'  that  crack  with  a 
yoke  o'  steers  an'  a  flaxseed  poultice." 

Senator  Stanton  was  deeply  impressed  by 
Uncle  Andy's  story  of  how  Fred  had  obeyed 
his  colonel's  command,  and  clung  to  Eddie  in 
the  water  even  when  he  beheved  he  might 
save  himself  by  letting  go.  He  was  also 
greatly  interested  in  the  development  of 
Jimmy's  sense  of  honor,  about  which  Uncle 
Andy  had  proudly  told  him. 

"  Andrew,"  said  the  senator,  "  it  is  a  shame 
such  boys  are  not  real  soldiers.  I  wish  we  had 
not  helped  Corporal  McGinnis  to  play  that  joke 
on  them.  I  had  no  idea  the  boys  would  take 
it  seriously,  except  for  the  moment." 

"  It 's  done  'em  a  lot  o'  good,  though,"  Uncle 
Andy  answered.  "  An'  it  'd  break  their  hearts 
to  tell  'em  now  that  they  ain't  real  sogers." 

"  I  know  it,"  the  senator  admitted,  "  and  yet 
we  cannot  afford  to  go  on  fooling  them  about 
it.  They  will  find  out  their  mistake  some  time  ; 
then  what  will  they  think  of  us  ?  " 

This  was  the  dilemma  from  which  the  two 
men  had  not  extricated  themselves  when  they 
parted. 

A  week  later  Senator  Stanton  was  sitting  in 
the  executive  chamber  of  the  State  Capitol, 
where  he  and  the  governor  were  resting  after  a 
long  and  important  conference.  The  sena- 
tor had  amused  the  governor  l)y  telling  how 
Corporal  McGinnis  had  enlisted  him  and  the 
two  boys,  and  had  appointed  him  brigadier- 
general.  When  the  governor  had  had  his 
laugh  over  this,  the  senator  presented  the  more 


serious  sitie  of  it.  He  told  of  the  great  im- 
provement in  the  boys  since  they  thought 
themselves  enlisted;  of  the  awakening  of  Jim- 
my's sense  of  honor;  of  Fred's  bravery  at  the 
mill ;  and,  finally,  of  Uncle  Andy's  heroism  atf 
the  dam.  "  I  regret  the  part  I  have  taken  in 
giving  the  boys  a  wrong  idea,"  said  he;  "yet  I 
see  no  way  to  back  out  of  it.  It  would  be 
cruel,  if  not  positively  harmful,  to  tell  them  they 
are  not  soldiers." 

The  governor  was  deeply  moved  by  the  sena- 
tor's words.  "  You  are  right,"  said  he ;  "  we 
cannot  afford  to  mislead  such  boys." 

"Then  you  would  advise  me  to  tell  them 
they  are  not  soldiers  ?  " 

"  N-n-no,"  the  governor  answered,  medita- 
tively ;  "  that  won't  do,  either." 

He  sat  for  some  time  drumming  on  his  desk 
with  his  finger-tips  and  looking  thoughtfully  at 
the  ceiling.    At  last  he  took  up  a  pen  and  wrote: 

1  hereby  authorize  the  Hon.  R.  ¥.  Stanton  to  organize 
and  maintain  a  brigade  of  boys,  to  serve  in  case  of 
necessity  as  a  home  guard,  without  expense  to  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  to  appoint  or  remove  such  officers 
as  in  his  judgment  the  best  interests  of  said  brigade  may 
demand.  Rich'd  Yaies. 

To  be  sure,  this  was  not  a  very  formal  docu- 
ment, and  the  governor's  smile  indicated  that  it 
was  not  to  be  taken  too  seriously ;  but  it  came 
from  the  commander-in-chief  of  State  troops, 
and  was  therefore  authority  enough  for  Senator 
Stanton.  Indeed,  many  a  matter  of  even  na- 
tional imi^ortance  was  settled  by  the  great  men 
of  those  trying  times  in  almost,  if  not  quite,  as 
offhand  a  manner  as  this. 

Chapter  XII. 

THE    FORMING    OF    THE    BRIGADE. 

When  Senator  Stanton  next  came  home  he 
found  the  brigade  in  a  flourishing  condition. 
Not  only  had  Uncle  Andy  enlisted  half  the 
small  boys  of  the  town,  but  the  fathers  of  many 
of  them,  hearing  so  much  about  the  colonel's 
wise  methods  and  seeing  so  much  improve- 
ment in  their  sons,  had  begun  to  take  an  inter- 
est in  the  organization. 

"  We  've  got  boys  enough  to  form  a  small 
rig'ment,"  said  Uncle  Andy,  "  if  we  on'y  had 
timber  to  make  the  officers  of.     I  don't  b'lieve 
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in  p'omotin'  'em  till  they  do  somep'n'  to  earn 
p'omotion." 

Senator  Stanton  suggested  appointing  fathers 
of  the  boys  to  fill  the  higher  offices, 
f  "  Jes'  the  thing,"  said  Uncle  Andy,  "  if  we 
can  git  'em  to  'tend  to  it.  'T  won't  hurt  the 
daddies  none  to  'sociate  a  little  more  with  their 
boys,  an'  't  won't  hurt  the  boys  none  to  have 
their  daddies  fer  superior  officers." 

When  the  senator  spoke  of  this  to  some  of 
the  fathers,  they  expressed  enthusiastic  approval. 
The  result  was  an  organized  meeting  of  men, 
at  which  such  matters  as  uniforms,  summer 
encampments,  sham  battles,  and  an  armory  for 
winter  headquarters  were  freely  discussed. 
Senator  Stanton,  the  chairman  of  the  meeting, 
subscribed  a  thousand  dollars  to  start  a  fund 
for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  brigade,  in- 
cluding a  salary  for  the  military  instructor. 
Uncle  Andy  declined  to  accept  anything  for 
his  part  of  the  work.  "  You  minght  as  well 
pay  a  duck  fer  swimmin',"  was  his  way  of 
putting  it.  But  the  meeting  unanimously  in- 
sisted that  the  laborer  was  worthy  of  his  hire. 

When  the  local  newspaper  reported  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  meeting,  Senator  Stanton  and 
Uncle  Andy  were  overwhelmed  with  applica- 
tions from  men  and  boys,  big  and  little.  It 
seemed  as  if  everybody  in  town,  and  many  from 
•  the  surrounding  country,  wanted  to  get  into  the 
brigade. 

"  The  more  the  merrier,"  said  the  senator ; 
and  all  applicants  were  enrolled. 

"  Gittin'  in  a  good  many  rags,  tags,  an'  bob- 
tails," said  Uncle  Andy,  disparagingly.  "  Most 
o'  these  fellers  ain't  got  no  more  idee  of  what 
a  soger  ought  to  be  than  a  hen  has  of  playin' 
a  jews'-harp." 

"  All  the  more  need,  then,  to  teach  them, 
Andrew,"  the  senator  answered. 

A  few  weeks  more^  and  the  regiment  was  so 
overfull  that  it  was  divided  into  two  regiments, 
and  a  brigade  organization  effected.  General 
Stanton  chose  his  staff  from  among  the  most 
important  men  of  the  town,  and  filled  the  line 
offices  with  those  who  seemed  to  be  best 
fitted  for  such  duties.  Fred  and  Jimmy  were 
the  only  boy  captains  in  the  brigade.  Uncle 
Andy  would  not  listen  to  reducing  them  to 
Heutenancies,  whicli   were    the   highest    offices 


given  to  any  other  boys.  "  The'  ain't  a  man 
cap'n  in  the  hull  brigade  that  's  wuth  as  much 
as  either  one  o'  them  boys  is,"  said  he.  And 
he  took  very  good  care  that  no  company 
should  be  better  drilled  than  those  of  Fred  and 
Jimmy. 

The  fame  of  the  Boy  Brigade  traveled  all 
over  the  State.  Even  the  governor,  busy  as 
he  was  with  actual  war  matters,  watched  its 
growth  with  interest.  Senator  Stanton  had 
told  him  that  there  were  some  pretty  big  boys 
in  the  ranks,  and  the  governor  suggested  that 
they  be  put  into  companies  by  themselves. 
"  There  is  no  telling,"  said  he,  "  how  long  this 
war  will  last.  Some  of  your  companies  may 
yet  have  a  chance  to  see  real  service,  senator." 

So  some  of  the  companies  were  formed 
wholly  of  big  boys,  and  the  governor  supplied 
them  with  arms  from  the  State  arsenal,  while 
those  composed  of  smaller  boys  were  armed 
with  wooden  guns,  made  in  excellent  imitation 
of  the  real  ones. 

Toward  the  end  of  that  summer  the  country 
districts  of  northern  Illinois  began  to  be 
infested  by  great  bands  of  what  were  then 
called  "  bummers."  They  would  now  be 
called  tramps.  These  bands  were  composed 
of  all  sorts  of  lawless  men  —  deserters,  bounty- 
jumpers,  and  other  scamps  who  traveled  about 
on  freight-trains  in  such  numbers  that  the 
trainmen  dared  not  try  to  put  them  off".  They 
frequently  descended  by  hundreds  on  some 
little  community,  and  committed  all  kinds  of 
depredations  in  their  efforts  to  get  food.  They 
were  the  terror  of  farmers  and  villagers. 

Late  in  the  following  autumn  several  of 
these  bands  chanced  to  meet  at  a  railway  junc- 
tion in  the  county  next  east  of  that  in  which 
Momington  was  situated.  Their  numbers 
were  so  great  and  their  depredations  so  bold 
that  the  sheriff,  finding  himself  unable  to  cope 
with  them,  called  on  the  governor  for  help. 
But  by  this  time  President  Lincoln  had  called 
out  most  of  the  fighting  men  of  the  State,  leav- 
ing the  governor  with  no  militia  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. It  was  in  this  emergency  that  the 
governor  thought  of  Senator  Stanton  and  his 
brigade.  A  telegram  to  the  senator  brought 
a  prompt  response.  Yes,  the  Boy  Brigade 
would  go  without  delay  to  the  sheriff's  relief. 
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There  was  hustle  and  bustle  in  the  l)rigaclc 
armory  until  Uncle  Andy  came  slumping  in. 
Then  everything  began  to  move  like  clockwork. 
As  calmly  as  if  he  were  preparing  for  a  dress- 
parade  he  gave  his  orders,  and  soon  had  his 
companies  formed  in  the  street,  ready  for  the 
march  to  the  railroad  station.  A  train  of 
freight-cars  was  reaily  to  take  the  young  sol- 
diers to  the  junction.  Senator  Stanton  had 
thought  that  only  the  companies  of  big  boys 
should  go,  but  the  chief  of  staff  said  it  would 
be  a  .shame  to  leave  the  little  fellows  behind. 
"  Besides,"  said  he,  "  we  want  to  make  as  big 
a  show  o'  numbers  as  we  can.  I  hear  the'  's  a 
hull  raft  o'  them  bummers  over  there." 

The  senator  yielded  to  Uncle  Andy's  judg- 
ment, and  told  him  to  take  full  command  of 
the  brigade.  "  Only  don't  let  the  little  fellows 
get  into  danger,"  he  added,  somewhat  anxiously. 

On  the  way  to  the  junction  Uncle  Andy  laid 
out  his  j.ilan  of  campaign  and  gave  his  orders 
to  the  commanders  of  the  regiments.  One  of 
these  was  Mr.  Dirkman,  the  city  marshal.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  smaller  boys. 
"  Keep  an  eye  on  me,"  said  the  old  .soldier,  "  an' 
when  you  see  me  lift  my  han'ke'chief,  send 
your  boys  on  a  run,  yellin'  like  Sam  Hill, 
through  the  open  ranks  o'  the  other  rig'ment." 

The  sheriff  boarded  the  train  before  it  reached 
the  junction,  and  reported  that  the  bummers 
had  concentrated  near  the  station,  and,  he 
thought,  intended  to  make  a  stand  against 
the  brigade.  They  had  heard  that  a  lot  of 
boys  were  coming  to  drive  them  away,  and  it 
had  even  been  reported  that  they  were  coming 
with  onl\'  wooden  guns. 

Uncle  Andy  disembarked  antl  drew  his  troops 
up  beside  the  track,  with  Colonel  Dirkman's 
regiment  of  small  boys  in  the  rear  of  the  other. 
The  bummers  were  congregated  some  fifty  rod-. 


down  the  road,  awaiting  the  assault.  Uncle 
Andy  strode  about  half-way  to  them,  and,  stop- 
ping, took  out  his  old  silver  watch.  "  1  '11  give 
you  fellers  jes'  one  minute  to  git  out  of  that 
road,"  he  .said  to  them. 

The  answer  came  in  a  burst  of  coarse  laugh- 
ter and  defiant  words. 

In  the  next  instant  the  regiment  of  larger  boys 
had  fired  a  volley  above  the  heads  of  the  mob, 
and  swung  by  the  right  and  left  w  heel  into  open 
order.  Uncle  Andy  raised  his  red  bandana 
handkerchief,  and  the  rear  regiment  of  small 
boys,  with  their  painted  bayonets  glistening  in 
the  sun,  came  bounding  through  the  open  ranks 
of  their  brother  regiment  with  the  terrifying 
yell  that  the  chief  of  staff  had  taught  them. 

The  volley  and  the  whistle  of  the  bullets 
above  their  heads  hatl  shown  the  bummers  that 
I'ncle  Andy  was  in  dead  earnest.  And  now 
that  they  saw  those  gleaming  bayonets  coming 
with  a  rush  straight  at  them,  they  came  to  their 
senses  enough  to  scramble  up  the  road  as  fast 
as  their  legs  would  carry  them. 

"  Halt  I  "  The  old  colonel's  command  rang 
out,  and  the  well  drilled  boys  stojjped  in  their 
tracks.  There  was  no  need  to  go  farther.  The 
band  of  bummers  had  been  so  utterly  routed 
and  broken  up  that  there  was  no  chance  for 
it  to  get  together  again. 

Does  the  reader  wish  that  Fred  and  Jimmy 
had  been  given  opportunity  that  day  to  perform 
some  special  act  of  individual  heroism  ?  Ah, 
but  they  had  outgrown  that  vain  desire.  Un- 
der the  wise  instruction  of  Uncle  Andy,  they 
had  come  to  see  that  the  best  soldier  is  the  one 
who  loses  his  identity  in  his  regiment;  that 
battles  are  won,  not  by  any  individual's  glorious 
deed,  but  by  what  the  boys  of  to-day  call 
'■  team-work  " —  by  that  self-effacement  which 
makes  the  whole  command  the  unit  of  force. 
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"  SAy,    TOMMY, 

YOU   'VE    FORGOTTEN 

YOUR    HAT  I  " 


A    PARTY    IS   A    DREADFUL   THING,    AND    YET    1    LIKE    TO    GO, 

BUT   TOMMY    WANTS    TO    STAY   AT   HOME — HIS    KNEES    THEY    TREMBLE    SO  ! 


MAUD'S    FAIRY. 


By  Pauline  Jenks. 


"  Tell  us  a  story,"  the  children  cried,  as 
they  clambered  upon  Uncle  Jack's  knee,  after 
supper. 

"  What  kind  of  a  story  shall  I  tell  ?  "  asked 
Uncle  Jack,  passing  round  the  candies  with  a 
liberal  hand. 

"Oh,  I  don't  know;  only  don't  have  a 
moral  —  we  are  all  sick  of  morals  !  "  exclaimed 
Florence,  the  eldest. 

"Very  well,"  replied  Uncle  Jack,  good-na- 
turedly.    "  I  will  leave  out  the  moral  this  time." 


When  they  had  all  settled  down,  Uncle  Jack 
began : 

"Once  upon  a  time"  (Uncle  Jack's  stories 
always  began  that  way)  "  there  lived  a  little 
girl  named  Maud. 

"  One  day  —  or  rather  one  evening  —  her 
father  and  mother  went  away  to  stay  at  her  grand- 
mother's overnight. 

"  Maud  had  begged  to  go  too,  but  they 
thought  it  wisest  not,  because  she  had  a  very 
heavy  cold,  and   there  was  a  bad  fog. 
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"  So  Maud  was  left  at  home  with  Sarah,  tlic 
cook.  It  was  getting  kite,  and  Maud  had  no- 
thing to  do.  At  last  she  went  into  the  parlor 
and  sat  down  before  the  fire  with  her  guitar, 
which  she  could  play  quite  nicely.  Then  she 
began  to  jjlay.  As  she  played,  it  seemed  to 
her  that  the  strings  sang  a  little  more  than  they 
used  to,  and  did  not  twang  so  much. 

"It  began  to  grow  darker,  and  Maud  could 
hear  the  pitter-patter  of  the  rain  on  the  pane, 
for  a  steady  downpour  had  set  in. 

"  She  went  on  playing  a  little  while,  and  then 
she  bent  down  her  head  to  listen  better.  She 
was  certain  she  heard  a  little  voice  singing. 
Then  she  stopped  i)laying  and  listened,  but  she 
heard  nothing.  But  after  she  had  listened  a 
long,  long  time,  she  heard  a  little  voice  say  : 

"  '  Oh,  dear !  oh,  dear !  I  'm  afraid  I  '11  never 
get  out!     Oh,  dear!  oh,  dear!  —  oh,  dear  ! ' 

"  After  a  while  Maud  heard  the  voice  say 
again : 

" '  However,  I  will  go  and  look  out  of  my 
window,  though  I  can't  get  out  because  of 
the  iron  bars.' 

"  '  Mercy  !  '  thought  Maud,  ■  where  can  it 
be  ?  '  So  she  kept  very  still,  and  presently  a 
tiny  head  popped  out  between  the  strings  of 
the  guitar.  It  was  a  pretty  little  head,  with 
golden  hair  and  blue  eyes ;  and  the  little  fairy 
(for  it  jiroved  to  be  one)  had  a  pretty  silver 
stick  with  a  golden  star  on  the  top,  from  which 
came  light,  as  if  from  a  tiny  lamp. 

"  '  She  must  be  a  fairy  ! '  cried  Maud,  '  and 
that  is  her  wand.' 

"  At  this  the  little  fairy  cried  :  '  Oh,  please 
break  the  bars,  little  mortal,  and  let  me  out 
into  the  world !     It  is  so  dull  in  here  ! ' 

"  Maud  was  too  astonished  to  speak,  but  she 
pulled  apart  the  strings  of  the  guitar,  and  the 
fairy  flew  out  and  landed  on  one  of  Maud's 
feet. 

"' Oh,  little  fairy,'  cried  Maud,  '  come  and 
live  with  me,  and  be  my  little  playmate.  You 
can  have  my  baby-house  to  live  in,  and  a 
crumb  of  my  breakfast  every  morning.' 

"  '  It  is  very  good  of  you,'  said  the  fairy, '  and 
I  will  come.  Only,  I  shall  never  cease  to 
mourn  that  I  cannot  go  back  to  Fairyland.' 

"  '  Why  can't  you  ?  '  asked  Maud,  surprised 
and  delighted ;  for,  although  she  was  a  humane 


little  girl,  she  could  not  help  being  glad  that 
the  fairy  could  not  do  better  than  stay  with 
her. 

"  '  Alas ! '  said  the  fairy.  '  When  I  was  but 
a  little  younger  I  broke  my  godmother's  wand. 
So  she  shut  me  in  this  prison.  Now,  when  a 
fairy  has  been  in  the  world  two  days,  two 
years,  and  twenty-two  minutes,  she  can  never 
get  back  to  Fairylan^'. 

"  '  All  the  two  days,  two  years,  and  twenty- 
two  minutes  I  tried  to  collect  my  courage  to 
call  for  help  while  you  were  playing,  but  I 
could  not,  because  I  was  so  afraid  you  were  a 
little  boy  (who  would  surely  kill  me)  that  I  did 
not  dare.  I  had  a  very  dull  time,  my  only 
amusement  being  to  sing  to  the  tunes  you  were 
playing.  When  the  two  days,  two  years,  and 
twenty-two  minutes  were  over,  you  stopped 
playing,  and  I  thought  you  had  gone  awaj^  I 
went  to  look  out  of  my  window,  and  there  you 
were.' 

" '  Come,  you  must  go  to  bed,'  said  Maud, 
with  a  matronly  air,  for  she  had  begun  to  feel 
her  new  cares  already.  So  she  gently  lifted  the 
fairy  on  her  finger,  to  take  her  upstairs  to  the 
doll-house — when  the  fairy  grew  dimmer  and 
dimmer,  and  at  last  faded  away  ! 

"  Maud  stirred  and  awoke.  She  saw  her 
little  friend  Caroline  leaning  over  her  with  her 
doll  in  her  arms. 

"  '  I  came  over  to  play,'  she  said, '  but  you 
were  asleep.' 

"'Come,'  said  Maud,  'into  tlie  kitchen  by 
the  warm  fire,  and  I  will  tell  you  my  dream.'  " 

"  What  a  lovely  story  !  "  exclaimed  the  chil- 
dren.    "  It  's  the  best  you  've  told  us  yet." 

"  Yes,"  said  l^ncle  Jack.  "  And  it  's  a  true 
one." 

"  Is  it  ?  "  they  cried. 

"Yes,"  said  Uncle  Jack, '"for  when  Aunt 
Maud  was  young  she  had  that  dream." 

"  Oh,  Aunt  Maud,"  they  cried,  "  do  play 
for  us !  '•' 

"  Certainly,"  said  Aunt  Maud,  briskly. 

So  old  and  young  gather  round  the  fire, 
Hstening  to  the  quaint  old  ballads  that  Aunt 
Maud  plays  upon  the  wonderful  guitar. 


Je  .18 'ike 


By  Meredith  Nugent. 


It  seemed  as  though 
spinning,  and,  indeed, 
add,  everybody!  Why, 
ments    after    entering 
well-nigh    impossible 
wits  in  anything  like 
In  front  of  us,  in  the 
around  us — and, so 
cerned    the     boys 
all  over  us — were 
set  of  young  peo- 
ing,  dancing,  and 
here  and  there, 
citement      had 
complete   pos 
of  them.    Of 
course  it  was 
apparent 
something 
unusual 
had  hap- 
pened, 
and    hap- 
pened, too, 
the    immens( 
round   tub   u 
which  we  cau 
fleeting  glimpses ;  but 
what  that  something 
was     we     could    not 


ev^ery  thing      was 
I    might    almost 
for    some    mo- 
the  room  it  was 
to    retain    our 
proper  order, 
rear  of  us,  all 
far    as   con- 
-    very  nearly 
a  rollicking 
pie,  laugh- 
rush  i  n  g 
as  if  ex- 
taken 


bowl  and  disks  forming 
"pagoda  top." 


imagine,  any  more  than  we  could  account  for 
the  assembling  of  this  jubilant  band. 

"  Oh,"  suddenly  cried  a  bright  boy  who 
had  noticed  our  wondering  looks,  and  thought 
to  enlighten  us,  "don't  you  see?  It  's  a  top 
party!  "  and  then,  sure  enough,  the  whole  situ- 
ation dawned  on  us  instantly.  Had  we 
glanced  from  the  merry  faces  to  the  many 
tables  standing  about,  we  might  easily  have 
guessed  as  much,  but  the  clamor  had  been  so 
bewildering  that  we  scarcely  saw,  much  less 
heeded,  the  trays,  pans,  and  plates  of  all  kinds 
spinning  round  and  round  as  if  they  never 
would  stop. 

Ed  Hooper  had  conceived  this  idea  of  a 
top  party  the  morning  following  his  discovery 
that  out  of  a  dinner-plate  could  be  made  a  top 
which  would  spin  longer  than  any  store-top 
ever  sold.  Ed  had  a  reputation  for  making 
things  hum.  .  Indeed,  he  had  positive  genius 
in  that  direction. 

Whiz-z-z  !  went  the  tops  again  before  we  had 
fairly  regained  our  senses.  Whir-r-r,  bing-g-g, 
hum-m-m,  sw-i-s-h !  went  a  combination  of  disks 
and  bowl  right  in  front  of  my  nose.  Bang! 
went  the  shiny  pan-top  to  the  floor,  where  it 
had  a  jolly  time  roUing  its  separate  parts  under 
everybody's  feet.  Up  to  the  ceiling  whirled 
the  flashing  tins,  and  such  a  dizzy,  whizzing 
time  came  after  that  we  old  folks  of  the  nine- 
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teenth  century  felt  like  old  fogies  amid   this 
sample  of  the   more  hustliiiL!;   twentieth. 

Through  the  buz/ing 
maze  of  jollity  anil  tops 
Ed  led  us  —  dragged 
us,  rather  —  to  where  a 
bright  boy  was  spin- 
ning a  big  top  in  glori- 
ous delight. 

"There,"  he  said, 
grasping  this  boy's  toj) 
in  his  hands  when  it 
had  stopped  spinning, 
"see  how  simple!" 
Simple!  A\'hy,  it  was 
just  two  dinner-plates 
fa.stened  together  with 
sealing-wa.\,  with  a 
spool  above,  and  one 
below  with  a  peg  in  it. 
Could  anything  be  sim- 
pler? "Goit !  "Edward 
shouted,     as     George 


A     TWO-STORIED     SI'INNEI' 


I  could  have  watched  this  double-toj»  pcr- 
iinance  the  rest  of  the  evening  had  not  lul 
nudged  me  in  the  ribs, 
which  signal  I  obeyed 
i)y  .squeezing  after  him 
to  the  table  opposite. 
Here  was  another 
surprising  exhibition. 
In  a  large  pan  of  wa- 
ter, sailing  round  and 
round,  were  three  beau- 
tiful yachts  running 
gracefully  before  the 
zepliyrs  of  a  jilate-top 
breeze.  At  first  sight 
it  did  not  seem  possible 
the  central  top  ctndd 
furnish  such  a  wind, 
but  as  it  slowed  (hiwn 
we  discovered  tliat  it 
had  a  wind-maker  in  the 
shape  of  a  bit  of  card- 
board  attached   to  its 


started  the  spinner  off  again ;  and  watch  in  outer  edge.  On  this  .same  table,  but  farther 
hand,  he  began  counting  time:  "One  minute,  along,  was  the  amusing  top  inerrv-go-round, 
two  minutes,  three  min- 
utes, four  minutes,  four 
minutes  and  a  half,  five 
minutes,  five  and  a  half, 
five  minutes  and  fifty- 
five  seconds!  Oh.  that's 
not  long!  " 

"That  's  not  long! " 
we  both  muttered  in 
amazement,  wondering 
just  how  long  such  a  toj) 
was  expected  to  spin. 
But  our  thoughts  were 
quickly  driven  from  this 
channel  by  our  atten- 
tion being  called  to  two 
tops,  one  spinning  on 
top  of  the  other. 

"Bravo,  Will!  Doit 
again!"  shouted  the 
boys  as  we  approached, 
and  the  little  chap  re- 
peated the  trick.    What 

a  pretty  one  it  was  you  can  judge  for  your-     wiili  its  traveling  disk,  which  made  the  circuit 
selves  by  the  picture  of  it  upon  this  page.  of  the  top  seventeen  times,  thereby  covering  a 
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measured  distance  of  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen feet.  Now  we  came  to  a  table  around 
which  a  large  crowd  of  little  folks  were  joyously 
clapping  hands  and  chuckling  their  delight 
right  merrily.  No  wonder  their  exultant 
shouts  pealed  shrilly  above  the  surrounding  din, 
for  what  child  would  n't  go  into  raptures  on 
seeing  the  "  Circle  of  Pinwheels  "  for  the  first 
time!  Even  before  the  top  was  set  spinning 
the  scene  was  one  to  delight  any  child's  heart ; 
but  when  brown-eyed  Paul  started  the  top 
which  made  the  varicolored  wheels  go  round, 
it  did  seem  as  if  children  could  n't  be  hap- 
pier. Almost  as  many  tots  were  assembled  in 
front  of  the  gaily  colored  disk,  which  whirled 
round  antl  round  whenever  the  top  at  its  base 
was  set  in  motion.  This  top  had  the  unique 
feature  of  a  lighted  candle  on  its  summit,  whicli 
added  very  greatly  to  the  effect.  The  children 
said  they  were  not  allowed  to  show  this  unless 
a  grown  person  was  present. 

After  we  had  completed  the  circuit  of  the 
room,  and  watched  the  twistings  of  the  hair- 
raising  giant-whirler  until  we  felt  like  whirlers 
ourselves,  the  boys  and  girls  formed  a  large 
circle,  with  Ed  and  the  mysterious  tub  in  the 
middle.  Ah,  now  we  were  going  to  learn  the 
cause  of  the  racket  which  greeted  our  entrance. 
It  was  evidently  a  boat-trick  of  some  kind,  for 
we  could  see  the  floating  piece  of  wood.  The 
eagerness  of  every  one  was  intense,  and  all  eyes 
were  riveted  upon  Ed  when,  with  top  in  hand, 


he  leaned  over  the  brimming  tub.  A  sweeping 
movement  of  his  right  arm,  and  all  was  roar  and 
confusion  as  when  we  entered.  What!  No,  it 
could  n't  be  possible  ;  but  somehow  a  momen- 
tary glance  through  the  now  jostling  crowd  gave 
me  the  impression  that  the  boat  was  in  motion. 
"Room,  please,  room!"   pleaded  Ed,  as  he 


THE    TRAVELING    DISK. 


drew  us  through  the  maze  of  scrambling  children. 
No,  I  was  not  mistaken ;  the  little  boat  reallv 
was  going  around,  and,  think  of  it!  propelled 
around,  for  it  had  a  screw,  and  the  engine  that 
made  the  little  screw  whiz  was  a  spinning  top. 
No  wonder  pandemonium  reigned  !  No  won- 
der the  children  broke  ranks  and  thronged  to 
the  tub!  It  was  as  pretty  a  piece  of  mechan- 
ism as  a  boy  could  wish  for,  and  so  simple  in 
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construction  that  one  like  it  can  easily  be  made 
by  anybody.  Ed  had  tried  it  on  the  river,  he 
said,  wliere  it  traveled  ever  so  much  better  than 
in  the  tub. 

Of  course  the  topic  of  conversation  during 
the  serving  of  refreshments  was  tops.  Ed  was 
especially  ecstatic  over  the  length  of  time  his 
plate-tops  could  spin. 

"  Why,"  he  exclaimed  witli  enthusiasm,  "  one 
would  remain  spinning  while  we  went  to  Hay- 
den's  drug-store  and  back  again." 

"  Let 's  try  it,  then,"  said  slim  Charley  Hicks, 
quite  unexpectedly.  Charles  was  a  wee  bit 
skeptical. 

"  All  right,  let  's  try  it,"  responded  Ed,  tak- 
ing up  the  half-veiled  challenge,  and  while  six 
of  the  boys  donned  their  overcoats,  he  drew  on 
his  own,  and  all  prepared  for  the  spin.  "  Are 
you  ready?  "  he  cried,  as  the  boys,  hat  in  hand, 
stood  by  the  open  door,  and  in  response  to  the 
chorus  of  affirmatives,  pulled  the  string  from 
the  top  with  all  his  might. 

Now,  Hayden's  drug-store  was  fully  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  distant,  and  as  the  boys  rushed 
down  the  steps  Ed  suggested  that  they  walk 
there  and  run  back.  Bright  fellow  that  he  was, 
he  knew  what  he  was  about,  and  one  could  al- 
most hear  him  chuckle  beneath  the  collar  of 
his  greatcoat  as  he  thought  of  the  eight-min- 
utes' record  made  in  secret  only  the  day  before. 
Past  the  lighted  stores  the  boys  rapidly  walked, 
dexterously  threading  their  way  through  the 
knots  of  pedestrians  intently  hastening  their 
steps  on  this  frosty  evening.  A  fire-engine  with 
its  three  white  horses  dashed  through  a  cross- 
street  ahead,  and  the  hose-cart  and  hook-and- 
ladder  truck  which  followed  delayed  them  for 
a  few  moments.  However,  it  was  only  for  a 
few  moments,  and  they  continued  their  way, 
zigzagging  through  the  fire-bound  crowds  until 
they  reached  the  dazzlingly  illuminated  drug- 
store. 

"  Now  let  's  run  back  the  other  way," 
shouted  Ed.      It  was  the  longer  way. 

This  made  the  boys  laugh,  and  they  guyed 
him  about  his  faith  in  the  tops.  Nevertheless, 
they  willingly  obeyed  his  order  to  run.  Down 
the  dark  side  street  they  ran,  turned  to  the 
right,  when  lo!  straight  ahead  of  them  they 
descried  the  blurred  outlines  of  a  mob  of  peo- 


ple, flying  sparks,  and   a  dense  black  smoke 
which  overhung  everything. 

"  Oh,  we  can  never  get  through  there.  Come 
around  this  way!"  Ed  exclaimed  at  the  top  of 
his  voice,  and  the  boys  hurried  back  again  over 
two  lines  of  hose,  past  a  snorting  fire-engine, 
and  out  of  the  way  of  the  swarming  crowd. 
"  Is  n't  this  a  good  joke  on  me,  though?  "  Kd 
cried;  and  then  he  added,  "That  top  will  be 
through  spinning  long  before  we  get  even 
within  si'dit  of  the  house." 


A     WHIRLING    GARLAND. 


On  they  all  flew,  however,  past  the  jeweler's 
window  with  its  illuminated  clock  announcing 
that  nine  minutes  had  already  elapsed,  down 
another  street,  and  finally  into  view  of  the 
crowded  stoop  where  the  boys  and  girls  were 
awaiting  their  arrival. 

"  Hurrah!  I  know  I  'm  whipped!  "  shouted 
Ed,  so  as  to  be  ahead  of  the  expected  gibes. 
"  I  'm  beaten.      I  'm-m  — " 

"Quick,  quick!"  came  back  a  chorus  of 
voices.      "  It  's  still  spinning,  still  .spinning!" 

"Still  spinning?"  gasped  Ed.  "Hurry, 
boys,  hurry!"  And  leaping  the  steps  two  at 
a  time,  the  madcaps  rushed  through  into  the 
dining-room. 

"  Honestly,  now  honestly,"  panted  Ed,  ex- 
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citedly,  as   soon   as  he  could  recover  breath  top  has  been    spinning    for   twelve    minutes! 

enough  to  speak,   "is  n't  this  a  joke  you're  Wow!" 

playing  us  ?  "  And   amid   a   perfect   bedlam   of  nierriiiicnt 

"No!"     exclaimed     everybody    in    unison,  and   cheers   the   wonderful   top   continued    its 

"  We  thought  vou  would  never  come."  slow  revolutions  until  it  had  spun  for  twelve 

"  Whv,"    FaI   announced    in    triumph,   "that  minutes  and  forty-five  seconds! 
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PRACTICAL    DIRECTIONS. 

HOW    TO    MAKE    THE    PLATE-TOP. 

Fasten  two  heavy  china  plates  together  with  sealing- 
wax,  as  seen  in  pictures.  The  heavier  the  plates  the 
better.  Make  a  cardboard  disk,  exact  size  of  bottom  of 
plate,  and  in  center  of  this  cut  a  hole  just  large  enough 
for  a  spool  to  pass  through.  Use  this  disk  as  a  guide  in 
placing  spools  in  center  of  plates.  (See  diagram.) 
Fasten  spools  to  plate  with  sealing-wax.  Before  fasten- 
ing lower  spool  in  position,  plug  it  with  a  round  piece 
of  wood,  and  then  cut  off  one  end  of  spool.  Insert  for 
peg  a  wire  nail,  or  stout  wire,  and  file  end  of  it  to  a 
point.  Be  sure  to  heat  over  a  candle  the  part  of  plate 
where  sealing-wax  is  to  be  applied,  and  be  sure  always 
to  place  spools  in  exact  center  of  plates.  A  lead-pencil 
may  be  used  to  spin  top  with.  Hold  the  pencil  up- 
right, with  its  end  in  the  spool,  but  not  touching  the 
plate.  (See  drawing  on  page  433  for  an  illustration 
of  the  method  of  spinning.) 


SAILING-BOATS. 

Boats  four  inches  long,  with  keel  an  inch  deep ;  pen- 
nies fastened  to  keel  for  ballast ;  masts  and  spars  very 
delicate  ;  sails  of  tissue-paper ;  inverted  tumbler  on  which 
top  spins  attached  to  bottom  of  pan.  Top  same  as  that 
used  in  pinwheel  trick.  Rudder  prevents  boats  from 
touching  pan.  Set  sails  at  angle  shown  in  picture.  All 
fastenings  made  with  sealing-wax. 

REVOLVING    DISK. 

Stii  !••  cardboard  disk,  fifteen  inches  in  diameter, 
ornamented  with  scraps  of  colored  tissue-papers.  In 
center  is  a  three-inch  strip  of  cardboard,  bent  \'-shape. 
(See  picture.)  Long  hat-pin  passes  through  this  and 
disk  into  the  leaves  of  one  of  a  pile  of  books  placed 
behind  for  support.  Four  pieces  of  stout  string  are 
fastened  to  top  so  as  to  project  two  inches  beyond  edges 
of  plates.  Place  top  one  inch  from  disk,  and  on  exact 
level  with  bottom  of  it.  Piece  of  match  stuck  into  small 
bit  of  candle  will  hold  it  in  position  on  spool.      When 
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projecting  strings  on  top  strike  lower  edge  of  disk, 
the  latter  revolves  rapidly.  I  must  warn  all  my  readers 
that  hoys  and  girls  should  not  attempt  the  whirling  gar- 
land unless  a  grown  person  is  ])resent,  because  of  the 
risk  that  the  tissue-paper  may  take  fire. 

C.IANI     WIIIKI.KK. 

'1\)  the  bottom  of  a  heavy  crockery  bowl  fasten  small 
silk-spool,  with  peg  in  it.  In  center  of  bowl,  inside, 
fasten  a  large  spool.  Cut  a  stick  forty  inches  long,  one- 
half  inch  thick,  and  tapering  to  one-quarter  inch,  and 
whittle  thick  end  so  as  to  fit  tightly  in  large  spool. 
Disks  are  of  wrapping-paper,  varying  in  diameter  from 
four  to  eighteen  inches.  Thrust  these  over  stick  into 
position,  as  shown  in  drawing.  To  spin  top,  wind  string 
around  upper  end  of  stick,  place  a  spool  above  it,  and 
hold  this  while  spinning.     (See  heading.) 

CIRCLE    OF    I'INWHEELS. 

PiNWHEEl.S  are  made  from  three-inch  squares  of 
tissue-paper,  and  pinned  to  little  sticks,  and  these  in 
turn  are  attached  to  platter.  In  center  of  platter  is 
fastened  a  piece  of  cardboard  with  a  hole  in  it.  Place 
peg  top  in  hole  before  spinning.  On  opposite  edge  of 
top  is  a  bit  of  cardboard  half  an  inch  square.  All  fas- 
tenings made  with  sealing-wax.  Tissue-paper  streamer 
is  attached  to  tapered  stick.     Top  is  spun  with  this  stick. 

TWO  TOPS,  ONE  SPI.NNI.NT,  ON  TOP  OF  THE  OTHER. 

Lower  top  is  a  heavy  plate-top,  the  upper  one  a 
light  saucer.  In  the  top  of  a  two-inch  stick  make  a 
cup-shaped  hollow.  Whittle  the  other  end  to  a  point. 
Spin  plate-top,  place  wooden  stick  in  spool,  point  down- 
ward, insert  peg  of  saucer-top  in  hollow,  then  pull 
gently  and  rapidly,  but  do  not  press  downward. 


Sri\.     WIIIZ,     WHIRL! 

IluAI     RIN    nv    riATE-TOr    EXr.INE. 
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Boat  in  drawing  was  a  piece  of  pine  board  two  feet 
long,  nine  inches  wide,  an<l  one  inch  thick.    P>uft<-r-plate 


ShKVINc,    As    GUiDE    IN    1-ASltM 


was  fastened  in  center  for  top  to  spin  on.  The  disk  was 
of  cardboard  five  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  and  the 
propeller  blades  of  wood,  each  two  inches  long  and  one 
inch  at  greatest  width.  Drawing  illustrates  mechanism 
of  boat  so  perfectly  that  further  explanation  seems  un- 
necessary. 

TKAVELIN(;    DISK. 


Make  as  shown  in  drawing 
teen  inches  in  diameter. 


Disk  should  be  four- 


.METHOD   OF    SPINNING   THE    PLAIE-TOFS. 
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By  Anna  Hlmi'stkad  Branch. 


TnKKK  was  a  lael  named   I'iping  Will 
\\"nh  tattered  coat  and  poor ; 

He  had  no  home  to  bide  him  in, 
But  roamed  from  door  to  door. 

This  lad  had  naught  except  a  pipe 

On  which  he  used  to  play ; 
Yet  never  lad  did  laugh  so  free. 

Nor  had  a  look  so  gay. 

"  Xay,  bide,  thou  merry  piper  boy!" 
The  kindly  house-dames  said. 

"The  roads  are  rough,  the  skies  are  wild, 
And  thou  dost  lack  for  bread. 

"  The  hills  are  steep,  the  stones  unkind  — 
Why  wilt  thou  always  roam? 
And  winter  turns  a  barren  heart 
To  them  that  have  no  home." 

Then  would  he  smile  and  pipe  awhile, 

But  would  not  ever  stay. 
How  strange  that  he  could  be  so  poor. 

Yet  have  a  heart  so  gay! 

And  so  the  good  folk  shook  their  heads. 
And  they  would  turn  and  stare 

To  see  him  piping  through  the  fields. 
What  was  he  doing  there? 

It  fell  about  the  blithe  Yule-tide, 
When  winter  winds  were  keen, 

The  Burgomaster's  little  maid 
Slipped  from  the  house  unseen ; 

For  she  had  heard  that  in  the  wood 
The  dear  snow-children  run, 

-•\nd  play  where  shadows  are  most  cold 
And  where  there  is  no  sun. 

But  lo,  the  evening  hurrietl  on, 
And  bitter  sleet  blew  cold ; 


It  whitened  all  her  scarlet  cloak 
And  flying  locks  of  gold. 

The  road  was  hid,  and  she  was  lost. 
And  knew  not  where  to  go  ; 

And  still  the  sharp  blast  swept  her  on, 
Whether  she  would  or  no. 

Now  who  is  this  amid  the  sleet? 

His  face  she  cannot  see! 
He  tunes  his  pipe  against  the  wind. 

As  merry  as  can  be. 

He  tunes  his  pipe  against  the  wind 

With  music  sweet  and  wild, 
'When  lo!    a  fluttering  scarlet  cape. 

The  sobbing  of  a  child! 

He  took  her  up  and  held  her  close; 
"I  '11  take  you  home,"  he  said. 
But  still  the  little  maid  sobbed  on. 
Nor  was  she  comforted. 

"What!    Cold  and  hungry,  little  maid. 

And  frightened  of  the  storm? 

1  '11  play  upon  my  pipe,"  said  he, 

"  .\nd  that  will  keep  you  warm!" 

And  lo!    when  first  he  blew  his  pipe. 

It  was  a  wondrous  thing  — 
The  sleet  and  snow  turned  all  to  flowers, 

The  birds  began  to  sing! 

^\'hen  next  he  blew  upon  his  j>ipe, 
She  marveled  more  and  more ; 

For,  built  of  gold  with  strange  device, 
A  palace  rose  before! 

A  lovely  lady  led  them  in. 

And  there  they  sat  them  down; 

The  piper  wore  a  purple  cloak. 
And  she  a  snow-white  gown. 
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"TMRY     TOOK     HEK     TO     THE     QUEHN. 


And  there  was  song  and  light  and  cheer, 

Feasting  and  everything! 
^Vho  would  have  thought  that  Piping  Will 

Could  be  so  great  a  king? 


The  third  time  that  he  blew  his  pipe 
They  took  her  to  the  queen  ; 

Her  hair  was  yellow  as  the  sun, 
And  she  was  clothed  in  green. 
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THE    BALLAD    OF    PIPING    WILL. 
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Yet  did  she  kiss  that  httle  maid, 
Who  should  no  longer  roam — 

When  lo !  the  dear  dream  flashed  away, 
And  there  she  was  at  home! 


"  Make  this  thy  home,  thou  Piping  Will," 

The  Burgomaster  cried. 
"Thou  hast  restored  our  little  maid! 

I  tell  thee,  thou  must  bide." 

"  Make   this   thy  home,   thou    Piping 
Will," 

The  bustling  mother  said. 
"  Come,  warm  thyself  before  the  hearth 

And  eat  the  good  white  bread." 

But  Piping  Will  would  only  smile : 
"Good  friends,  I  cannot  wait!" 
(Who   could    have    thought    that   tat- 
tered coat 
Had  been  a  robe  of  state!) 

So  forth  he  fared  into  the  night, 
And  piping,  went  his  way. 
"How  strange,"  they  said,  "a  lad  so 
poor 
Can  have  a  heart  so  gay!" 

Only  the  little  maid  that  sat 

Upon  her  father's  knee 
Remembered  how  they  two  had  fared 

That  night  right  pleasantly. 

And  as  she  ate  her  bread  and  milk, 
So  close  and  safe  and  warm, 

She    wondered    what    strange,    lovely 
lands 
He  wrought  of  wind  and  storm. 

For  he  that  plays  a  fairy  pipe 

Is  lord  of  everything! 
She  laughed  to  think  that  Piping  Will 

Should  be  so  great  a  king. 


HEART-TO-HEART    LIFTERS. 


By  Lawrence  Suiherland. 


My  dearest,  sweetest,  Mary  Lou  : 
I  'm  coming  over  to  play  with  you ; 
I  '11  bring  my  doll  that  's  dressed  in  blue, 
And  then  I  '11  tell  you  what  we  '11  do. 
When  I  come  over  to  play  with  you. 
I  am,  your  little  playmate, 

Sue. 


Dear  Hugh 

I  'm  coming  over  to  play  with 

you; 

All  the  fellows 

are  coming,  too 

In 

haste. 

"  You  Know 

Who." 

My  darling,  dearest,  sweetest  Sue: 
Be  sure  to  bring  your  boy-doll,  too. 
Come  over  in  a  hurry  —  do  ! 

Affectionately, 

Mary  Lou 


Dear  Bobs : 

IJring  your  bat 

and  ball. 

and  racket. 

too, 

And  whistle,  so 

I  '11  kno 

w  it  's  you. 

H 

UGH. 

AF^AH 


s 


'AMANTHA- 


(^  A}  f  ere's  sweet  little  S^rah  Same^nlba  ,     iH'M'i 


/^GObose  smile  would  have  softened 
C^  a  panther. 

5be  lisped  ,  I  am  told  , 
43ut   whoever  nQJg^ht  scold, 
<She  elwQylb  returned  a  1hoft 
anlh'er  ! 
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Bv  Kate   Milner  Rabr. 


::^^ 


Twenty  or  twenty-five  years  ago,  the  little  last  her  father  came,  and  drew  from  his  pocket 
towns  straggling  along  the  lowlands  or  perched  the  little  green  volume  of  Longfellow's  Poems, 
on  the  hic'h  bluffs  where  the  Ohio  deeply  seal-  "Diamond  Edition,"  with  the  gilt  diamond  on 
lops  Indiana's  southern  boundary  were  very  far  the  cover.  Then  the  "  legends  and  traditions" 
away  from  the  active  world,  the  world  of  books  of  "Hiawatha"  sang  themselves  into  her  mem- 
and  deeds.  Their  only  means  of  commu-  ^  ,™™,  ory,  and  gave  new  meaning  to  the  arrow- 
heads and  stone  hatchets  dug  from 
the  many  ancient  Indian  mounds 
that  were  found  along  the  river. 
AVhittier's  "  Snow-bound  "  came 
next  to  the  young  reader. 
A  little  set  of  book-shelves  had 
been  strung  up  in  the  chimney- 
corner,  the  edges  trimmed  with 
fir-cones  from  the  trees  in  the 
garden,  laboriously  glued  on  by 
patient  fingers,  its  cords  strung 
with  spools.  Slowly  the  books 
gathered  there — and  when  "  Snow- 
)ound  "  came  another  winter  was  at 
hand,  the  fir-boughs  "  wore  ermine 
too  dear  for  an  earl "  (that  poem 
randa  from  which  could  be  caught,  across  the  brightened  another  Christmas  season),  and  the 
bluff,  a  tiny  glimpse  of  the  beautiful  river,  blue  little  reader  shivered  in  mock  terror  while  "out- 
and  sparkling  in  the  morning,  and  silver  in  the  side  the  witches  were  making  tea." 
moonlight,  the  outside  world  was  known  only  The  child-heart  has  its  own  tastes  and  likings, 
through  the  head-lines  in  the  weekly  papers,  and  None  could  have  foretold  that  in  all  that  little 
the  never-to-be-forgotten  stories  in  St.  Nicho-     collection   a  small,  brown,  gilt-topped  volume 


nication  with  the  world  outside  was 
the   great    steamboats    that    ran 
from  Cincinnati  and  Louisville 
down  the  Mississippi  to  New     ■ 
Orleans.    In  times  of  freshet, 
in     e.xtremely    cold    winters 
when  the  river  was  frozen,  or 
when  the  water  was  low  in 
summer,  communication  with 
other  towns  was  often  shut 
off,  and  the  people  were  al- 
most as  isolated  as  was  Rob- 
inson   Crusoe    on    his    island. 

To  a  httle  girl  who  lived  in  a 
big  white  house  encircled  with  tall 
fir-trees,  and  having  an  upper  ve- 


OLIVER    WENDELL    HOLMES. 


LAS.  Her  books  were  so  few  and  so  worn  with 
much  reading  that  the  announcement  of  a  new 
book  for  her  collection  was  hailed  with  as  much 


should  have  become  her  best  beloved  ;  that  she 
would  turn  with  equal  pleasure  from  "  The 
Wonderful  One-hoss  Shay"  to  "The  Opening 


joy  as  the  arrival  of  a  long-expected  friend  ;  the     of  the  Piano  "  ;  or  that  her  little  soul  would  be 


day  of  its  coming  was  marked  with  a  white 
stone  in  her  record,  and  all  its  incidents  still 
stand  out  clearly  in  her  memory. 

The  summer  brought  the  promise  of  a  new 
book,  "  about  a  little  Indian  boy."     The  little 


thrilled  with  the  slow  music  of 

Till  thou  at  length  art  free, 
Leaving  thine  outgrown  shell  by  life's  unresting  sea. 

But  so  it  was ;  and  she  asked  so  many  ques- 


girl  waited  many  a  noon  and  evening  before  at     tions  about  the  kindly  gentleman  whose  picture 
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formed  the  frontispiece  of  the  book — for  all  sign  in  return,  impelled  only  by  a  desire  to  have 
the  world  like  the  pictures  of  her  uncles  in  her  appreciation  known  to  him. 
the  family  album  —  that  others  of  his  books  The  good  poet's  knowledge  of  the  child-heart 
were  not  long  in  finding  tlieir  way  to  her  justified  his  title  to  enthronement  there.  His 
shelves.  admirer  received  thanks  for  lier  tribute  in  a  let- 
It  was  not  strange  that  a  little  girl  who  was  ter  which  became  her  most  precious  treasure, 
so  fond  of  poetry  should  attempt  verses  of  her  though  it  was  not  until  years  afterward  that  she 
own  at  times,  nor  that  she  should  sing  of  her  realized  to  the  full  the  kindness  of  this  much- 
favorite  sought-after  and  busy  man  in  writing  at  length 
Poet,  Professor,  Autocrat-  ^""^  SO  thoughtfully  to  his  far-away  reader. 

All  these  he  seemed  to  be ; 
But  I  chose  the  one  I  loved  the  best,  Bevkri.v  Farms,  Massachusetts, 

The  Poet,  of  the  three.  September  15,  188 1. 

Mv  DEAR  "child"  :    Your  artless  and  obviously  sin- 

The   Strange    part  of  it    was  that  she  should  ^^'^'^  ^^"er,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  it  was  so  admiring 

venture  to  send  the  little  tribute  of  her  affection  '"  '''  ^"''"'^"  f^^'^''^   '''^'    T''"'^  ""^  ''''"■'•    ^'° 

,  .  1  ,  ,  ,  matter  if  you  do  make  more  of  me  than  I  deserve,  it 

on  Its  long  journey  eastward  to  the  author ;  but  ;,  ^^^  ^^-^-^^^^  „f  y^^tj^  ^^  l,^  unstinted  in  its  enthu- 

this  she  did  one  September   day,  expecting   no  siasms.     And  besides   this  you  have  chosen  just   the 


lec.<^  'Z^a^^'^M^^  ^^i^'  v^/  // 
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poems   that  I    would   liavc  liad  you  select   to  lie    your  So,  my  dear  Miss   Milner,  1  thank  you  very  heartily 

favorites.  for  your  pleasant  note — its  prose  and  its  verse,  and  am 

Nothing  pleases  a  writer  more  than  the  good  opinion,  Very  cordially  your  friend 

the  warm  afTection  of  the  young,  for  they  are  often  good  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes. 

judges  of  what  is  worthy  of  being  remembered,  and  their  ^^e  poems  mentioned  in  my  verses  were  (if 

memory  will  keep  the  writer's  name  embalmed  for  the  ,                 t  ^^        \     (<t>i      /-u       u        a 

,  ,   ,,        ,         .  1     »      u      T         .             ■  my  memory  does  not  fail  me) :     The  Chambered 

next    half   century  at  least,   when  his   contemporaries  -^                 ■'                                  ' 

have  all  gone  and  but  for  these  youthful  recollections  Nautilus,"  "  Iris,"  "  Under  the  Violets,"     The 

he  might  be  quite  forgotten.  Boys,"  "The  Opening  of  the  Piano,"  "Agnes.'* 


A   SMALL    BOY'S    AMBITION. 


My  brother  Fred  's  the  nicest  man,  so  big  an'  straight  an'  t;ill. 
Why,  he  can  do  all  kinds  of  things  that  I  can't  do  at  all ! 
An'  you  always  hear  him  whistlin'  while  he  's  a-workin'  round. 
Sometimes  he  doubles  up  his  arm,  an'  says  to  me,  "  Now,  pound ! " 
An'  when  1  pound  him  (awful  hard)  he  only  laughs  at  me. 
When  I  am  big  that  's  just  the  kind  of  man  /';//  goin'  to  be. 

Sometimes  when  I  've  been  hammerin'  an'  the  nails  won't  go  in  straight, 

My  brother  Fred  he  comes  along,  an'  says,  "  Why,  that  's  first-rate! '' 

An'  then  he  takes  my  hammer  an'  he  taps  just  once  or  twice, 

An'  all  those  crooked,  bent-up  nails  go  in  as  straight  an'  nice ! 

An'  then  he  laughs  an'  picks  me  up,  till  I  am  taller  'n  he. 

An'  when  I  'm  big  that  's  just  the  kind  of  man  /';;/  goin'  to  be. 

Sometimes  when  I  'm  a-playin'  round,  I  break  things  an'  feel  bad; 
But  Fred  he  comes  whistlin'  along,  an'  says,  "  Don't  look  so  sad." 
Then  off  he  goes,  an'  pretty  soon  I  hear  him  comin'  back ;" 
An'  what  I  broke  's  all  mended  up  so  ma  can't  find  the  crack  ! 
I  don't  cry  then,  but  laugh,  an'  mama  laughs,  an'  so  does  he. 
An'  when  I  'm  big  that  's  just  the  kind  of  man  /'///  goin'  to  be. 

Once  I  was  sick  a-visitin',  I  guess  I  was  'most  dead. 
But  my  ma  she  knew  what  to  do  —  she  sent  for  brother  Fred. 
An'  Fred  he  picked  me  right  straight  up  an'  carried  me  off  home 
So  easy  in  his  big  strong  arms.     An'  wa'  n't  I  glad  to  come ! 
An'  I  was  thinkin'  all  along  as  he  was  bringin'  me, 
"  When  I  am  big  Fred  's  just  the  kind  of  man  /  'w  goin'  to  be !  " 

Emma  F.  Bailry. 


FOUR-LEGGED    BIPEDS. 


THE   SMILING    HOUSE. 


Sunshine  gay  and  bright, 
Laughter,  smiles,  dehght ! 
Cuddled  in  his  nurse's  lap. 
Dimpled  baby  takes  his  nap. 
In  the  school-room,  "  Can  "  or  "  Try  " 
Helps  to  make  the  moments  fly. 
In  the  kitchen,  joy  of  joys ! 
Doughnuts  turn  to  sailor-boys, 

And  shining  pots  and  kettles  gaily  hiss. 
Cat  and  kittens  on  the  floor, 
Fide  watching  by  the  door, 
Mother  practising  a  song, 
Bridget  hums  it  all  along. 
Fred  and   May,  their  lessons  o'er, 
Gaily  keep  a  mimic  store. 

And  father,  home  in  time  to  play  —  what  bliss! 

Are  you  surprised   their  house  should  look  like  this  ? 


Jlluiirntioiis  by  I'iclor  Phard. 


r^ 


^ 
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THE  FROWNING  HOUSE. 


Storms  without,  within ; 

Racket,  noise,  and  din ! 

Teddy  bawHng, 

Baby  squaUing, 

Children,  anything  l)ut  neat, 

Frown  and  stamp  their  angr}'  feet, 

Changing  "  Can  "  to  "  Can't," 

Screaming  "  Won't !  "  and  "  Sha'n't !  " 

In  practising  or  lessons  most  remiss! 
Mother  ill  and  nervous, 
iJridget  leaving  service; 
Playthings  lie  about, 
Panes  of  glass  are  out, 
Father,  kept  awake  at  night, 
Feels  to-day  in  sorry  plight. 

And,  bolting  breakfast,  fears  his  train  to  miss. 

Are  you  surprised  //leir  house  should  look  like  f/iis  ? 


Vers^  by  Margaret  Ffzandi.-. 


<^--p-f^2^£:p^:^ 


THE  GAYEST  YOUNG  DANDY  THAT  EVER  WAS  SEEN 
WAS  QUEER  LITTLE,  SPRY  LITTLE,  GRASSHOPPER  GREEN. 


:^-^ 


CKANE,     CRANE,     I      D     RIDE    TO     SPAIN, 
OVER     THE     DESERT,     AND     BACK     AGAIN  ! 


THE   STORY   OF   BARNABY    LEE. 


Bv  John  Bennett. 

{Aut/ior  of  "  M(is/,-r  Skylark") 


[This  story  was  begun  in  ihe  Noz'tmber,  1900,  number.^ 

Chapter  XXXVIII. 

IN    SIGHT   OF    THE    GALLOWS-TREE. 

Master  Calvert  took  liis  seat  on  the  bench 
by  the  Governor,  and  facing  sharply  about, 
stared  at  John  King.  "  What  did  you  say  that 
your  name  is  ?  "  he  asked,  with  a  keen,  pene- 
trant look  that  was  not  to  be  avoided. 

King  met  it,  and  eyed  him,  not  winking  an 
eyelash.  "  My  name  is  Temperance  Pyepott," 
he  said.  "  It  is  the  honest  name  of  an  honest 
seaman ;  there  are  no  et  ceteras  to  it." 

The  Governor  pinched  his  lips  together. 
"  Very  like,"  he  said.     "  What  is  your  trade  ?  " 

"  I  am  a  coastwise  merchant  and  bargainer." 

"  No  doubt  you  have  a  permit  ?  " 

"  My  papers  have  been  stolen." 

"  '  A  calamitous  convenience,'  to  quote  from 
Henry  Fleet." 

Now,  Henry  Fleet  was  a  pirate  who  had  been 
hanged  for  his  piracies. 

John  King  stared  fixedly,  with  cheeks  turning 
purple-red.  "  Henry  Fleet  ?  "  he  said,  chok- 
ing.    "  What 's  that  to  me  ?  " 

"  I  do  not  know,"  replied  Governor  Calvert; 
"  you  are  your  own  doctor." 

The  plaintifT  sat  eying  his  questioner  with  a 
new,  almost  fierce  look  of  defiance.  To  be  tried 
for  a  liar  was  one  thing ;  to  be  tried  for  one's 
life  was  another.  He  twisted  his  fingers  uneasily 
together,  and  began  to  move  his  feet  about, 
while  he  eyed  the  Governor  of  Maryland  with 
an  odd,  puzzled  look,  as  if  trying  to  conjecture 
what  he  was  up  to.  Out  of  the  western  window 
he  could  see  the  narrow  street  winding  away 
to  the  market-field,  and  the  fort-wall  closing 
the  way  like  a  dike.  Over  the  fort  on  the 
river-shore  was  a  gallows-tree,  dangling  a  shred 
of  rope  in  a  melancholy  breeze ;  and  a  gallows- 
tree  is  no  pretty  sight  at  the  very  best  of  times. 


"  Captain  Temperance  Pyepott,"  said  Master 
Charles  Calvert,  sharply,  with  a  certain  stern- 
ness in  his  voice  that  had  not  been  there 
before,  "  you  say  that  your  name  is  '  Temper- 
ance Pyepott,'  with  no  et  ceteras ;  there  are  cer- 
tain et  ceteras  to  your  name  that  you  have  been 
blithe  to  forget." 

For  an  instant  the  flush  died  out  of  John 
King's  brutal  face,  and  nothing  but  a  bruise  re- 
mained to  color  the  ashy  surface;  he  began  to 
look  about  him  with  quick  and  covert  glances. 

"  What  your  real  name  is,"  pursued  Master 
Calvert,  "  does  not  alter  the  facts  in  the  case. 
You  were  with  Henry  Fleet  in  the  'Tiger' 
when  he  took  the  'Mercedes';  you  were  with 
Jem  Percy  at  the  sacking  of  Bay  Island." 

King  looked  up  with  a  smothered  cry,  and 
made  as  if  to  speak;  but  Calvert  stopped  him 
with  a  gesture.  "You  were  also  with  Nat 
Godolphin,  Solomon  Fry,  and  Barney  Hall  at 
the  plundering  of  Cornwalleys  Manor  in  1659. 
Are  you  right  sure  that  your  name  is  Pyepott  ?  " 

"  My  name  is  Temperance  Pyepott ;  is  there 
need  to  repeat  it  again  ?  " 

"  Nay,  nay;  but  it  just  occurred  to  me  that 
perchance  it  might  be  Haman." 

"  Haman  ?  "  said  John  King,  sullenly.  "  I 
never  heard  of  the  rogue." 

"Well,  that  is  no  matter.  Captain  Pyepott; 
he  was  hanged." 

"  Hanged  ?  " 

"  Yes — for  the  sake  of  a  good  example  ;  not 
very  much  of  a  matter.  Men  have  been  hanged 
for  more  and  for  less." 

The  plaintifi"  sank  back  in  his  chair,  his  fin- 
gers clenched  in  the  coarse  black  hair  that 
dangled  down  his  cheeks.  Sweat  had  begun 
to  come  out  and  to  stand  in  beads  on  his  fore- 
head. He  put  up  his  other  hand  to  wipe  them 
ofi",  but  the  hand  moved  aimlessly  toward  his 
face  and  only  touched  his  cheek. 

"  You  were  also  at  St.  Mary's  when  Claiborne 
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pillaged  our  capital;  and,  sir,  there  was  never  a 
Pyepott  there,  much  less  any  temperate  ones. 
I  have  begun  to  wonder,  captain,  just  what 
your  real  name  might  be."  John  King  was 
growing  uneasy  at  his  questioner's  bantering 
tone ;  but  the  Governor's  thin  face  grew  threat- 
ening as  his  bantering  went  on :  "  You  are  not 
Joe  Bryce,  for  he  was  shot;  nor  are  you  Tom 
Smith  of  Kent  Island,  for  he  was  taken  and 
hanged.  Coursey,"  he  asked,  turning  suddenly, 
"  please  to  hand  me  that  list  of  names." 

King  sprang  to  his  feet  to  exclaim  against 
this  summary  procedure,  but  was  met  by  a  look 
on  the  Governor's  face  that  took  all  the  spring 
from  his  knees.  "  Soft,  Captain  Pyepott ;  be- 
fore ye  do  anything  touching  on  rash,  pray 
look  at  the  landscape !  "  said  he,  with  a  wave 
of  his  hand  toward  the  window. 

John  King  looked  out_,  and  across  his  face 
came  a  ghastly  attempt  at  a  smile,  for  all  he 
could  see  was  the  gallows  and  the  rope. 

"It  strikes  me,  Captain  Pyepott,"  continued 
the  Governor,  quickly,  taking  up  a  bit  of  string 
that  was  lying  upon  the  desk  before  him,  "  that 
you  have  made  a  great  mistake  in  some  of  your 
calculations.  You  say  that  this  boy  is  bound  to 
you;  don't  you  think  that  you  make  an  error?" 

"  No ;  the  knave  was  bound  apprentice  to  me 
four  years  ago,  in  London." 

"  Four  years  ago  ?  Are  ye  certain  of  that  ? 
Don't  ye  think  that  his  time  is  out  ?  " 

"  Nay ;  his  time  is  a  deal  not  out.  He  hath 
three  years  more  to  serve.  I  've  a  right  to 
him,  and  I  want  him." 

Governor  Calvert  leaned  back  in  his  oaken 
chair  and  did  a  most  incomprehensible  thing. 
He  shut  one  eye  very  slowly,  cocked  his  head 
on  one  side,  and  making  a  litde  running  noose 
out  of  the  bit  of  string  in  his  hand,  he  held  it 
up  admiringly.  King  watched  him  fixedly,  as 
though  he  were  fascinated. 

"  Master  Temperance  Pyepott,"  continued 
the  Governor,  "a  complaint  hath  been  lodged  at 
St.  Mary's,  by  Griffith  &  Company  of  London, 
that  four  years  ago  they  despatched  a  ship  to 
the  Chesapeake  to  trade.  Her  name  was  the 
'  Bear  and  the  Ragged  Staff,'  her  commission 
to  return  one  year  from  the  date  of  her  sailing. 
Since  that  day,  the  complainants  aver,  there 
hath   been  nothing  seen  or  heard   from  their 


vessel.  They  further  assert  that  her  master 
hath  stolen  their  vessel  in  question,  and  hath 
turned  her  into  a  picaroon,  to  their  much  loss 
and  greater  discredit." 

John  King  looked  up  with  a  smothered  oath. 
His  face  was  very  white. 

"  Griffith  &  Company  further  allege  that  this 
vessel  and  her  commander  make  rendezvous 
and  harbor  in  the  ports  of  Maryland,  to  the 
dishonor  of  the  colony  and  the  reproach  of  our 
government." 

"My  lords,"  cried  King,  "and  your  Honor, 
this  is  beyond  all  precedent !  " 

"Hold  your  peace,"  replied  Nicolls.  "In 
new  countries  it  is  the  fashion  to  establish  pre- 
cedents." 

King  held  his  peace,  but  watched  Master 
Charles  Calvert  of  Maryland  as  a  rat  might 
watch  a  cat. 

"Now,  Master  Temperance  Pyepott,"  said 
Master  Calvert,  quietly,  "  if  you  still  insist  upon 
having  your  rights,  we  are  ready  to  see  that  you 
have  them.  The  only  question  remaining 
is.  How  much  do  you  want  to  have  them  ?  " 
He  took  up  the  little  slip-noose  in  his  hand 
and  put  it  around  his  finger.  "I  think  it 
exceedingly  dubious  that  you  ever  had  an 
apprentice.  If  you  insist  upon  an  apprentice, 
don't  ye  think  that  it  verges  on  folly  so  to  insist 
as  to  cause  us  to  remember  some  things  that 
you  wish  we  might  forget  ?  Come  now,  Mas- 
ter Temperance  Pyepott,  as  we  look  at  the 
pretty  view,  does  it  not  strike  you  forcibly  that 
you  do  not  want  your  apprentice  half  so  much 
as  you  thought  you  did  ?  " 

Out  of  the  western  window  against  the  sun- 
set the  gallows  dangled  its  strand  of  hemp. 

"How  much  do  you  want  your  apprentice?" 
asked  Calvert,  quietly,  looking  out  of  the  window 
with  a  half-reflective  air. 

"  I    do  not  want   him   so  much   as  that ! " 
replied  the  picaroon,  hoarsely.     He  could  not . 
take  his  dark  eyes  from  the  gallows. 

"  In  fact,  you  '11  be  hanged  if  you  do !  A 
sensible  conclusion,"  said  Calvert,  placidly. 
"  You  are  a  wiser  rogue  than  I  thought  you ; 
I  must  say  that  much  for  you.  *  Hanged '  is 
none  too  pretty  a  word,  I  think  you  'II  agree 
with  me ;  but  pretty  or  not,  it  would  have  made 
a  very  sweet  et  cetera  to  your  name." 
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John  King  rose  heavily  to  his  feet.  '-My  fine-cut  i^entry;  and  I  'II  have  mine:  that  in 
lords,"  he  said,  "  and  masters,  your  Honors,  sirs,  your  teeth  I  I}y  glory,  I  have  a  tale  1  can  tell 
is  tiiis  the  course  of  law  in  these  provinces?  that  will  make  some  pretty  people  wince,  and 
A  snake,  although  trodden  to  death,  will  strike,  I  promise  you  that  their  large  talk  may  dwindle 
and  a  cornered  rat  ma)-  bite."      The  blood  had     very  small  before  I  am  done  with  my  story.'" 

H  iseye.s  had  gathered 
fierceness  out  of  their 
sheer  malevolence;  then 
something  seemed  U) 
rise  in  his  throat  and 
stop  his  bluster  :  he  had 
seen  a  gleam  from  Mas- 
ter Charles  Calvert's 
eyes,  and  a  gesture  of 
his  hand. 

The  Governor  of 
Maryland  here  rose  to 
his  feet  and  took  a  step 
toward  the  railing. 
'•  ^^'e  know  this  tale 
that  you  would  tell, 
you  black-hearted,  con- 
scienceless rogue  I  I 
heard  it  out,  from  first 
to  last,  three  weeks  ago 
to-day.  The  story  is 
over  and  ended;  and 
you  have  come  the  day 
after  the  fair.  You 
nia)-  lliank  tiie  mis- 
lakes  of  others  for  my 
(leniency  toward  you; 
I  am  within  an  ace  of 
hanging  you,  story  or 
no,  for  your  countless 
offenses.  A  private 
shame  may  be  covereil, 
l)Ut  you  have  made 
vourself  a  jiublic  scan- 
dal !  " 

"  As  true,"  said  Gov- 
ernor Nicolls,  "as  the 
Ciospel  of  St.  John." 


l.N  KINU  BKHIKE  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MARYLAND. 


surged  up  into  the  picaroon's  face,  and  he 
struck  the  ledge  of  the  railing  that  ran  around 
the  platform  where  the  judges  held  their  seats. 
'•  For  if  this  be  the   law,"  he  continued,  with 


"  \(>u  have  harbored  in  my  rivers  and  crept 
about  my  coasts  until  my  colony  rings  with 
your  villainy,"  continued  the  (Governor  of  Mary- 
land.    "  1    have  enough   against  you  to  hang 


passionate  vehemence,  "if  interlopers  can  say  you  forty  times;  yet  here,  for  the  sake  of  an- 

their  say,  bully  men  down,  and  talk  of  hanging,  other,  I  give  you  quittance  of  it.     But,  sirrah," 

common  men  may  have  their  say,  despite  \our  here   his  face  tlushe<l   with   sudden  hot  resent- 
VoL.  XXIX.— 57-58. 
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ment,  "  I  warn  you  off  these  general  coasts ; 
off  mine  own,  particularly.  If  you  slip  keel 
within  my  grants,  or  trespass  on  my  fartherest 
border,  by  the  Karls  of  Tyrconnell,  I  take  an 
oath,  I  will  sink  your  ship  and  harry  you  out 
until  your  boot-soles  cry!  Off  to  your  ship 
and  out  of  our  harbor  as  fast  as  you  can  set 
your  sails ;  and  don't  ye  cross  my  path  again, 
or  I  shall  forget  my  clemency,  given  you  here 
for  the  sake  of  one  whom,  for  God's  grace, 
I  must  needs  forgive,  and  hang  you  out  of 
hand!" 

"To  that  I  do  set  hand  and  seal  likewise," 
spoke  up  Richard  Nicolls,  sharply  ;  "and  I  give 
ye  just  twenty-four  hours,  sirrah,  to  ship  your- 
self out  of  my  borders,  f^nough ;  be  out  of 
my  room !  "  he  said,  rising  with  quick  decision. 
"  Clerk,  adjourn  me  this  court ;  the  complainant 
hath  lost  his  suit." 

Chapter  XXXIX. 

FAREWELL,    JOHN    KING  ! 

The  picaroon  raised  his  head.  His  face  was 
deathly  pale,  and  his  hair  was  thick  and  wet 
with  sweat  where  it  lay  along  his  seamy  fore- 
head. His  eyes  went  slinking  around  the  room ; 
his  faltering  lips  were  bitter  and  wet.  "  I  will 
have  my  day!"  he  said.  But  his  bolt  was  shot; 
he  had  missed  his  aim.  "  John  King,  pass  on  !  " 
said  Fate. 

Out  of  the  threatening  court  he  slunk  into 
the  dusky  street,  and  as  he  went  the  very  door- 
posts seemed  to  say,  "  Pass  on  !  "  Out  of  the 
court  and  down  the  street  he  hurried  with 
sidewise,  skulking  gait,  into  the  shadows  of 
Winckel  Street,  on  and  out  of  the  sight  of 
man. 

Into  the  shadow  went  John  King,  and  Winckel 
Street  was  still,  but  the  little  yellow  windows 
seemed  to  say  to  themselves,  "  Pass  on,  John 
King;  pass  on  !  " 

Into  the  shadow  and  the  silence  of  the  fall- 
ing night  went  John  King  the  picaroon.  The 
shadow  covered  him  over,  and  the  night's 
silence  swallowed  him.  He  was  seen  no  more, 
and  nobody  cared  and  nobody  mourned  for 
him.  It  is  said  that  he  sank  off  Barbados  in  a 
hurricane,  years  after;  but  the  truth  of  this  rumor 
no  man  may  affirm,  further  than   this  much: 


John  King  had  pa.s.sed  on.  Jack  Glasco  was 
slain  in  an  affray  while  in  harbor  at  Martinique. 
So  ended  the  lives  of  two  ])recious  villains  who 
had  measured  out  to  them  judgments  sucli  as 
they  meted  forth. 

Barnaby  sat  on  the  prisoner's  bench  as  if  he 
were  in  a  dream.  What  it  all  meant  he  had 
not  an  idea.  It  was  impossible ;  it  was  absurd  ! 
As  they  came  down  from  the  judgment-seat. 
Master  Charles  Calvert  looked  at  him  across 
the  room,  and  nodded  with  a  smile,  then,  cross- 
ing the  chamber,  came  up  to  the  staring  boy 
and  took  him  by  the  hand. 

"  Well,  Master  Lee,"  said  he,  laughing  and 
bowing  courteously,  "  sure,  we  came  in  the 
very  nick  of  time.  I  am  glad  to  have  done  ye 
such  service." 

Barnaby  looked  at  him,  wondering.  "  And 
truly,  lad,  we  owe  ye  enough  to  be  glad  of  a 
little  credit."  The  Governor's  olive  cheek  was 
a  little  flushed,  and  his  kindly  voice  was  ner- 
vously sharp.  "  Come,  now,  you  will  stay  with 
us  all  at  the  tavern,  of  course  ?  Sure,  a  jail  is 
no  place  for  a  gentleman;  though  there  's  some 
that  were  far  better  in  one,  no  doubt." 

Barnaby  stared  at  him  bewildered,  for  he 
thought  Master  Calvert  must  be  losing  his  wits. 
The  Governor  still  held  the  boy's  hand  in  his 
own  with  a  strong,  continuing,  friendly  pressure. 

"  When  you  come  down  to  Maryland,"  said 
Master  Calvert,  "  you  will  surely  not  forget  us. 
My  wife  has  lost  her  heart  to  ye  and  to  that 
])retty  face  of  yours ;  droj)  in  at  my  castle  any 
time  and  take  pot-luck  with  us." 

By  this  time  Barnaby  was  quite  sure  that 
they  both  were  losing  their  wits.  His  mind 
was  aswim  with  that  afternoon's  dreads,  and 
bedazed  with  singular  doings. 

"  How  now  !  "  cried  Master  Calvert,  laughing, 
"  and  what  's  the  matter  with  ye  ?  Do  ye 
think  me  a-driving  hindforemost,  my  cart  be- 
fore the  horse  ?  Drew  !  Master  Drew  !  Sim.eon 
Drew!  What  here!"  he  cried,  raising  iiis  hand. 
"  Let  me  make  ye  acquaint  with  your  client ! 
You  '11  be  after  having  him  close,  I  am  think- 
ing, for  a  talk  upon  business."  The  lawyer  came 
quickly  across  the  room.  "  Master  Lee,  Master 
Drew  —  Master  Simeon  Drew,"  the  Governor 
said,  presenting  them  both. 
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"  Master  Lee,  I  am  glad  to  meet  ye,"  saitl 
Drew,  with  a  wise,  ijuiet  bow,  regartling  the 
boy  witli  a  scrutiny  that  puzzled  him  more 
and  mure.  ••  lie  assured,  1  am  heartily  glatl  to 
meet  ye  !"  said  the  dry  old  honest  lawyer,  as 
he  studied  the  boy's  frank  face,  "  and  1  trust 
that  our  mutual  acquaintance  will  be  i)rofital)]c 
to  us  both  I  " 

The  court-room  was  nigh  deserted ;  Gover- 
nor Nicolls  was  coming  up.  "  By  your  leave. 
Master  Lee,"  said  Simeon  Drew,  "  by  your 
leave,  sir,  and  if  you  please,  we  two  should  be 
having  a  thorough-done  colloguing  together, 
in  private.  There  's  a  quiet  room  in  the  tavern 
just  around  the  corner,  and  I  think  that  we 
should  be  oft"  to  it;  so,  by  your  permission, 
your  Excellency,  and  by  your  leave.  Master 
Lee!" 

Pulling  the  bewildered  boy's  arm  through  his 
own,  with  a  very  low  bow  to  all  about  them. 
Drew  trundled  him  to  the  tavern,  plumped 
him  down  in  a  great  arm-chair  in  the  snuggest 
room  that  ever  was  kept  in  privacy  for  the 
guests  of  an  ordinary,  and  seated  himself  in  an 
opposite  chair.  "  Now,  Master  Lee,"  said  he, 
"  I  've  a  very  strange  story  to  tell  you,  for  its 
extremest  and  last  tail-ending  is  all  I  shall  tell. 
The  beginning  ye  may  have  some  knowledge 
about,  but  the  middle  is  lost  forever ;  and  it  is 
very  much  better  for  all  concerned  that  we  let  it 
all  fade  but  the  moral.  Will  ye  promise  to  take 
my  word  for  it,  and  trust  in  my  verity  ?  I  am 
an  old  man,  as  ye  may  see." 

"  I  promise,  sir,  "  said  Bamaby. 

Chapter  XL. 

THE    RUIN    OF    VAN    SWKRINGEN. 

So  much  for  what  happened  to  Bamaby; 
but,  in  the  meanwhile,  what  had  been  happen- 
ing to  Mynheer  Van  Sweringen  ? 

He  fought  the  red  Mohegans  in  the  forests 
beyond  Beverwyck,  driving  their  warriors  before 
him,  consuming  their  stores  of  maize,  slaying 
all  who  opposed  him,  and  destroying  their  vil- 
lages, until  the  wild  men  begged  for  mercy. 

There  was  no  communication  with  the  world 
behind  him,  so  he  kept  his  face  turned  stead- 
fastly to  the  needs  of  each  passing  hour,  and 
dealt  out  sorrow  to  his  countrymen's  foe  with  a 


hand  tliat  knew  no  stay.  So  his  days  went  by 
with  battle  and  his  nights  with  watchfulness, 
until  on  the  night  of  a  troubled  day  in  the  fore- 
[)art  of  September,  as  he  sat  by  his  camp-fire  in 
the  wood,  beside  a  little  brook,  a  man  came 
up  througii  the  forest  from  the  south,  with  the 
])ack  of  a  luiiilcr  upon  his  I)a(;k  and  a  mu^kcl 
in  his  hand. 

•'  Heida,  comrades,  what  seek  ye  here  in  the 
woods  of  Beverwyck  ?  "  called  the  man  from 
the  oi)posite  side  of  the  brook,  as  he  stopped 
and  stared  at  their  jjarty. 

Van  Sweringen  answered  him :  "  \\'e  seek 
vengeance  upon  tlie  savages,  for  the  slaying  of 
Abraham  Staets." 

"  Who  strike  ye  for  ?  " 

"  For  New  Netherland." 

"Then  ye  strike  for  a  will-o'-the-wisp,"  said 
the  man.     "  New  Netherland  is  no  more." 

"  That  is  a  lie,"  repHed  Van  Sweringen. 

"  I  do  not  lie,"  said  the  huntsman. 

"  Tlien  it  is  a  rumor  thou  hast  heard  —  one 
that  is  false  and  vain." 

"It  is  neither  a  rumor,  nor  false  and  vain. 
The  news  is  in  all  the  valley.  Ye  may  go  and 
hear  it  for  yourselves." 

Then  Van  Sweringen  called  the  man  across 
the  brook  and  seated  him  in  the  camp,  and 
gave  him  of  their  provisions,  although  they 
were  fallen  very  short.  "  Eat  and  drink,"  he 
said,  and  with  that  gave  the  hunter  wine  from 
the  flask  at  his  own  belt.  "  As  for  me,  I  shall 
neither  eat  nor  drink  until  I  have  proved  the 
truth  or  the  utter  falsity  of  this  tale." 

"  It  is  as  I  say,"  the  hunter  answered.  "  New 
Netherland  hath  fallen."  So  he  ate  and  drank 
and  slept  with  them,  and  when  morning  was 
come  he  went  his  way  up  the  Mohawk  trail 
into  the  wild  lands. 

But  \'an  Sweringen  and  his  comjjany  came 
down  from  the  hills  through  the  forest  to  Bev- 
erwyck, which  lay  by  the  gate  of  Fort  Orange, 
and  came  into  view  of  the  palisades  of  the  town 
while  the  dew  still  la\-  upon  the  grass  and  the 
sun  was  coming  over  the  hills. 

There  was  a  man  working  in  a  field  before 
the  town  gates.  Van  Sweringen  halted  and 
hailed  him :  "  Hola,  there,  kerel .'  what  is  the 
news  ?  "  he  cried. 

At  the  sound  of  his  voice  the  man  looked 
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up,  and  "  Who  art  thou,"  he  asked,  "  that  ye 
come  with  your  company  asking  news  in  the 
fields  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  ?  " 

At  this  answer  Van  Sweringen  leaped  the 
fence  and  took  the  man  by  the  neck.  "  Kerel," 
he  said  sharply,  "  I  asked  thee  what  is  the 
news;  it  is  no  matter  who  I  am." 

The  man  fell  ujjon  his  knees  and  groveled. 
"  Oh,  sir,  spare  my  life,"  he  begged.  "  I  meant 
ye  no  oftense.  New  Amsterdam  is  fallen,  and 
New  Netherland  is  no  more;  that  is  all  the 
news  I  know."  Then  from  their  arms  and 
warlike  array  taking  them  to  be  English,  and 
thinking  to  placate  them,  he  raised  a  feeble  cry 
of  "  God  save  the  King !  "  and  threw  his  cap 
into  the  air. 

Gerrit  Van  Sweringen  looked  once  at  him, 
then,  turning  quickly  away,  ran  to  the  fence  and 
got  out  of  the  field. 

Then  he  asked  no  more  of  any  man  for  news, 
but  went  into  the  town,  and  after  much  per- 
sistency obtained  six  saddle-horses  from  one 
stanch-hearted  burgher,  though  spiteful  words 
and  contumely  from  almost  all  the  rest,  which 
he  passed  by,  saying  only :  "  Nay,  I  have  no 
time  now  to  quarrel ;  but  if  ever  I  come  this 
road  again,  we  shall  settle  this  betw^een  us !  " 
And  leaving  Beverwyck  at  noon,  wdth  three  of 
his  men  beside  him,  he  rode  post-haste  for  New 
Amsterdam,  sending  his  comjjany  down  by 
yachts. 

The  yachts,  with  wind  and  tide  and  stream, 
came  down  in  four  days;  but  those  who  rode 
on  horseback,  galloping  down  through  the  high- 
lands, ]jast  Storm  King,  by  the  Esopus  and 
through  Haarlem  village,  came  to  the  gates  of 
the  fallen  city  on  the  third  day  in  the  evening, 
just  as  the  sun  was  going  down. 

As  their  weary  horses  stumbled  down  the  hills 
among  the  bouweries  and  meadows,  they  came 
to  Peter  Stuyvesant,  standing  at  a  gate,  break- 
ing his  heart  there  in  the  twihght  alone.  Van 
Sweringen  reined  his  horse  to  a  stand.  "  What 
is  this,  your  Excellency,"  he  asked,  "that 
wanderers  tell  in  all  the  wayside  inns  ?  What 
is  this  lie  that  men  have  brought  to  me  in  the 
forests  of  Beverwyck  ?  In  my  soul's  name, 
what  doth  it  mean  ?  " 

"  It  is  no  lie,"  said  Stuyvesant,  turning  his 
face  away.     The  tears  were  running  down  his 


cheeks.  "  We  have  sold  our  birthright  and 
our  honor  for  a  mess  of  traitors'  pottage :  New- 
Amsterdam  hath  fallen  ;  our  kingdom  is  passed 
away." 

"  Without  a  blow  ?  "  cried  \'an  Sweringen. 

"  Without  a  blow,"  said  Stuyvesant. 

A  man  who  was  standing  in  the  road  came 
up  to  them  at  this.  "  Mynheeren,"  he  asked, 
"is  one  of  your  company  the  Sheriff  of  New 
Amstel  ?  " 

"  I  am,"  replied  \'an  Sweringen.  "  What  is 
it  to  thee  ?  " 

"  Naught  to  nie,  but  all  to  thee,"  replied  the 
man.  simply.  "The  English  have  seized  New 
Amstel,  taking  all  that  was  there  to  be  taken. 
Sir  Robert  Carr  hath  plundered  thy  store  and 
thine  house,  and  hath  given  them  both  to  his 
son." 

Van  Sweringen's  garments  were  powdered 
gray  with  the  dust,  and  the  dry  mud  from  the 
water-pools  clung  in  his  hair.  The  foam  of  his 
horse's  nostrils  was  in  spots  upon  his  cheek. 
There  was  no  color  in  his  countenance,  no 
luster  in  his  eyes ;  his  face  was  haggard.  His 
horse's  head  hung  almost  to  the  earth,  and  its 
knees  tottered  with  weariness ;  its  sunk  flanks 
heaved;  its  eyes  were  glazed.  Its  rider  sat 
upon  its  back  as  though  he  were  a  dead  man. 
Down  from  the  hill  the  flocks  came  bleating 
homeward ;  from  the  fields  beyond  the  orchards 
the  cattle  followed,  lowing  heavily.  The  town 
grew'  gray,  and  yellow*  candles  began  to  peep. 
The  glow  was  gone  out  of  the  w'estern  sky,  and 
the  whir  of  the  locusts  in  the  orchard  failed, 
like  the  sound  of  a  sjjinning-wheel  whose  treadle 
is  left  untrodden. 

Gerrit  Van  Sweringen  drew  himself  up  and 
looked  wearily  about  him.  "  Without  a  blow  I  " 
he  said  to  himself,  as  if  there  w^ere  no  one 
near,  and  as  if  he  had  not  heard  the  man 
who  had  just  spoken  to  him.  Then,  drawing 
his  sword  from  its  scabbard,  he  kissed  its 
long,  straight,  .splendid  blade,  and,  with  a  sud- 
den burst  of  anguish,  broke  it  in  tw^o  across 
his  knee ;  and  standing  as  high  as  he  could  in 
his  stirrups,  he  threw  the  pieces  over  the  wall 
into  the  dusty  meadow-grass.  "  Thy  steel  was 
for  the  Netherlands;  my  hands  are  for  Van 
Sweringen." 

Then  all  at  once  he  stretched  his  hands  out 
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before  him,  saying,  in  a  piteous,  ( liokiiit;  xoice,  The     soldier    stared    at     him     through     the 

"I  am  ruined.  "  For  at  first  he  was  thinking  twihght.  Next,  a  corporal  came  and  stared; 
of  liimself;  but  now  he  thought  of  what  the  then,  turning  his  head  away,  couglied.  "  In 
future  meant  to  his  wife  and  daughter.  (loil's   name,   ride   in,"    said   the   sentinel,  and 

Van     Sweringen    rode 
in. 

When  he  had  found 
llie  house  where  his 
wife  was  staying,  he 
went  in  quickly.  i}ar- 
bara  De  Barette,  his 
wife,  was  sitting  at  the 
window.  "  Barbara," 
he  said, "  I  am  ruined  ! " 
and  there  stopped,  for 
his  throat  was  choking. 
She  looked  up  with 
a  i)lacid  face.  "•  Yes, 
Gerrit,"  said  she,  "  I 
had  heard  of  it.  They 
cannot  say  that  I  mar- 
ried thee  for  thy  money 
any  more  !  "  and  w  ith 
ihat  she  laughed  very 
.oftly. 

"  But  I  am  a  beggar, 
Barbara ;  they  have 
taken  everything  that 
I  owned,"  he  cried. 
■  I  have  not  a  guilder 
to  my  name ;  I  am 
brought  to  beggary." 

"  Nay,  then,  what  of 
that  ?  "  she  said,  rising 
and  laying  her  slender, 
firm  hands  on  his  shoul- 
ders. "  Art  still  the 
man  thou  wast  before. 
I  am  just  as  rich  in 
thee,  dear  heart,  as 
e\er  1  was.  To  be 
ruined  without  fault  of  thine  own,  there  is  no 
disgrace.      Be  comforted;  be  comforted!  " 

But  he  could  not  be  comforted,  for  his  heart 
was  bitter  within  him,  and  heavy  as  a  stone  in 
his  breast.  His  empty  scabbard  rattled  mock- 
ingly as  he  moved  to  and  fro,  and  the  shadows 
I  in  the  room  seemed  gibbering  at  the  misfortune 
was  the  Sheriff  of  New  Amstel :  I  am  what  ye  that  had  come  upon  him.  He  threw  himself 
and  those  like  ye  have  made  me."  down    in   a    chair    by   the   fireside    and   stared 


■••now,     master     lee,"     said     SIMEO.V     drew,     '1    'VE    A    VEKV     STKA.NOE     STOKV     TO     I  ELL    ^OL. 

(see    pace    451.) 

Thus  (ierrit  Van  Sweringen  came  tlown  to 
the  ( ity  gate.  The  gates  were  closed  anil  liie 
guard  was  set. 

'•  Halt !  "  cried  the  .sentry  ;  '■  the  word  ?  " 

"  I  have  no  word,"  said  Van  Sweringen. 

"  Are  ye  friend  or  foe  ?  "  said  the  .sentry. 

'•  I  know  not,"  answered  Van  Sweringen. 
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into  the  ashes  with  a  face  that  was  white  with 
despair. 

His  wife  came  and  sat  down  beside  him. 
"  Gerrit,  as  for  me,"  she  said,  '•  it  matters  not 
one  whit.  I  gave  up  home  and  everything  to 
go  with  thee.  I  knew  not  whither  our  way 
should  run,  nor  what  should  betide.  I  gave 
over  all  to  be  with  thee ;  and  here  am  I  — 
with  thee.  I  ask  no  more,  being  satisfied. 
Once  was  I  poor;  I  am  poor  again.  Dear 
heart,  what  doth  it  matter  ?  A  woman  would 
rather  have  her  own  way  with  the  man  she 
truly  loves  than  to  run  through  a  rain  of  guilders 
with  an  apron  to  catch  them  in,  Gerrit,  and  I 
am  satisfied.  Laugh  at  me  an  thou  wilt,  dear 
heart,  but  I  am  satisfied." 

But  he  looked  at  her  as  a  wounded  dog 
might  look  at  one  who  strokes  its  head.  The 
deeper  the  heart  the  deeper  the  hurt;  and  he 
was  no  shallow  man.  He  looked  at  her,  but 
he  could  not  speak.  He  arose,  instead,  and 
walked  the  floor,  for  his  bitterness  was  very 
great.  "  Be  not  impatient  with  me,"  he  said  ; 
"  I  shall  be  comforted  after  a  while.  But 
now  !  "  and  he  struck  at  the  empty  air  as  though 
its  sheer  emptiness  mocked  him.  "  Lost;  it  is 
all,  all  lost !  "  he  cried  out  in  a  tone  of  agony. 
"  All  lost,  and  I  have  worked  so  hard  !  "  Tlien 
he  came  and  sat  down  again  by  the  hearth, 
with  his  face  hidden  in  his  hands. 


His  wife  was  sitting  on  one  side,  and  Dorothy 
on  the  other,  sitting  upon  a  foot-.stool  and  lean- 
ing on  his  knee;  and  "  Father,"  said  Dorothy, 
"  we  are  here  in  the  darkness  with  thee,  mother 
and  L  We  do  not  mind  poverty,  father  dear; 
so  do  not  mind  it  thus  terribly  for  us.  Poverty 
is  nothing.  We  shall  take  a  very  little  house, 
and  mother  shall  do  the  weaving,  and  I  shall 
do  the  darning  and  spin; — oh,  how  I  can  spin! 
—  and  I  shall  gather  wild  hops  for  the  brewing, 
and  nuts  and  berries  in  the  wood  with  the  poor 
girls  that  I  know ;  and  we  women  shall  cook, 
and  thou  shalt  work  by  the  day,  and  we  shall 
save  stuiver  by  stuiver  until  the  stockings  are 
full  again." 

'•  And  thou  shalt  win  thy  way,  Gerrit,  de- 
spite this  great  misfortune,"  said  Juffrouw  Van 
Sweringen,  steadfast  in  her  own  father's  un- 
swerving faith.  "  No  sparrow  falleth  but  God's 
eye  sees  it.  Thou  hast  Dorothy  and  me  ;  and 
Dorothy  and  I  have  thee.  Love  asks  but  lit- 
tle, Gerrit ;  wilt  not  be  comforted  ?  " 

While  she  spoke  there  was  a  sound  in  the 
street  of  voices  and  footsteps,  and  some  one  beat 
upon  the  stoop,  then,  stumbling  up  the  steps, 
rapped  heavily  on  the  door,  crying :  "  What ! 
Here  !  Donder  and  blitzen  !  are  ye  all  as  dead 
as  door-nails,  that  ye  keep  your  house  so  dark  ?  " 

They  all  sat  up  suddenly,  listening.  The 
words  came  in  a  round,  full,  merry  voice. 

(  To  be  concluded. ) 
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THE   MUSIC   OF  THE   MARSHES. 

At  the  "burst  of  spring"  —  a  day  of  sun- 
shine following  several  days  of  mist  and  rain  — 
the  marshes  and  watercourses  become  places 
of  enchantment  beyond  picturing  and  describ- 
ing. To  be  there  and  to  enjoy  them  yourself 
is  the  only  way  to  fully  appreciate  them. 

On  yonder  hillside  the  snow  is  rapidly  melt- 
ing. Innumerable  rills  are  hastening  down  to 
join  the  swollen  brook  that  chatters  and  sings 

Over  stony  ways, 
In  little  sharps  and  trebles. 

Everywhere  are  youth  and  joy — our  most 
fitting  companions.     As  Thoreau  expresses  it : 
••  Willows  and  alders  along  watercourses  all 
alive  these  mornings,  and  ringing  with  the  trills 
and  jingles  and  warbles  of  birds,  even  as  the 
waters  have  lately  broken  loose  and  tinkle  be- 
low—  song-sparrows,    blackbirds,    not    to 
mention  robins,  etc.,  etc." 

The  shining  black  suit,  with  red  ep- 
aulets, of  the  blackbird  is  very  con- 
spicuous  among   the   white   fluffi- 
ness  of  the  willows.    We  may  main- 
'^  tain  that  the  song  is  o-ka-lee,  or 

kong-quer-ree  or  giirgle-ee,  and,, 
in  any  case,  it   is   evidently  a 
most  fitting  accompaniment  to 
the    brook.      Farther    up    the 
stream  you  see  the  song-spar- 
row, with  its  conspicuous  black 
spot  on  its  breast.     Its  varied 
"sprayey  songs"  are  an  impor- 
tant   part    of    the     marsh 
music.     Add  the  songs  of 
bluebirds,  robins,  and   the 
laughter  of  the  yoiing  folks, 
and  all  is  complete. 
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'S   f/ 


Smouth 
sumac 


'•  HATS' 


Stag-horn 
sumac. 


IN   SUMMER- "  BAREHEADED"    IN 
WINTER. 


Whkn  shrubs  and  trees  arc  bare,  nianv  inter- 


has  a  small  cavity  at  its  base  just  the  shape  of 
the  pointed  bud.  If  you  had  examined  the 
branches  late  last  summer  or  in  early  autumn  you 
would  ha\e  seen  that  there  was  not  a  single  bud 
exposed  on  the  new  growth  of  sumac.  The 
bushes  appear  to  have  made  no  provision  then 
for  next  year's  growth.  IJul  this  was  not  the 
case.     If  you    had    broken   a  trreen  leaf-stalk 


esting  things  may  be  learned  from  the  position  of  fj-om  the  branch  and  examined  it  carefully,  even 

the  leaf-scars.     Cut  a  hickory  twig,  and  note  how  ^^j^,^    j,^^.    ^^^^^.^.,1    ^^^^    ^.^^^    ^^.o„]j    i.^^^^    ^^.^^ 

the  buds  are  situated  at  the ////^/-///rt-r;;?;/ of  each  .^   ^^^^^.   ,,^,j   j,^   ^^^   enlarged   base.      The   next 

leaf-scar.     This  Is  the  arrangement  of  leaf  and  y^^^'s   stems  develop   laterally   so  as  to   form 

bud  on  branches  and  twigs  of  many  other  trees  i^^anches  that  remind  us.  in  both  species  of  the 
and  shrubs  with  which  we  are  most  familiar. 

But  examine  a  branch  of  our  smooth  sumac 

and  of  the  stag-horn  sumac,  which   grow   on  ^  -_   J     ._ 
rocky    hillsides,    and    you 


will  find  that  the  scars 
which  mark  the  places 
where  the  bases  of  the  leaf- 
stalks were  attached  s//r- 
roiind  the  buds.  This  fact 
shows  that  the  bases  of  the 
sumac  leaf-stalks  must  have 
completely  covered  the 
buds  during  their  growth. 
Search  the  ground  be- 
neath the  shrubs  for  dry 
leaf-stalks  during  the  win- 
ter and  early  spring,  and 
vou  will  find  that  each  one 
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sumac,  of  the  antlers  of  a  stag,  aIthoii,i;h  only  the 
rough  sumac   is  commonly  called  "  stag-horn." 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  ihr  hollow  base 
of  each  leaf-stalk  is  lined  with  solt  down  like  the 
nap  on  a  fur  hat,  which  protects  the  bud  until 
it  is  full  grown.  This  can  easily  be  ob.served 
by  snap])ing  off  some  of  the  dry  leaf-stalks 
which  have  clung  to  the  branches.  Alter  the 
frosts  of  autumn  the  red  .stalks  fell  away  and 
exposed  the  soft  pointed  buds.  It  is  sur- 
prising how  (juickly  this  was  effected.  One 
day  the  smooth  sumacs  on  the  sunny  side  of  an 
old  wall  were  a  mass  of  color;  the  next  the 
leaves  had  vanished  and  the  branches  were 
covered  with  buds  as  if  by  magic.  In  bleak, 
exposed  places  the  leaf-stalks  often  cling  a 
whole  month  longer  than  in  ])rotected  i)laces. 

Here  is  an  unusual  case  of  Mother  Nature's 
protecting  the  bud  very  carefully  during  the 
summer,  until  it  is  fully  grown,  and  then  taking 
off  the  fur-lined  "hat."  By  reason  of  its  warm 
covering  of  furry  scales  this  bud  can  withstand 
the  cold  and  storms  of  winter  as  well 
as  other  buds  that  never  have  had 
such  special  protection. 

I  never  see  these  stems,  with  their 
hollow  and  fur-lined  ends,  on  the 
ground  in  cold  weather  without  think- 
ing (and  sometimes  expressing  it  au- 
dibly), "  Little  buds,  why  don't  you  keep 
on  your  hats  during  this  cold  weather  ?  " 
W.  C.  Knowles. 

"BIND"  AND  THE   BABY. 

The  voung  folks  who  really 
love  their  pet  animals 
want  to  know  how  to 
keep   them   in  health. 
Misleading   books    on 
this  vital   subject   ad- 
vocate a  diet  in  which 
bread  and  milk  tlouri^lics,  whereas  there 
is  nothing  so  deadly  to  all  animals  as 
bread    and    milk.      All   disease    in   pets 
can   be    traced   to   them.       Let   nie  take 
Bino  and  the  baby  as  illustrations.      Bino 
is  a  pinche,  or  cotton-head    marmoset ;   a 
splendid  coronet  of  white  hair  rises  above 
her  coal-black   face.     She   dwelt  in   the  tree 


[Mar. 


tops  of  a  Brazilian  forest,  where  she  lived  upon 
insects,  fruit,  birds'  eggs,  and,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  the  young  birds  themselves.  Na- 
ture has  given  her  the  power  to  sing  so  that 
she  can  lure  her  prey  to  their  deaths.  But 
when  I  found  Bino  she  was  tied  to  the  plat- 
form of  a  snake-charmer,  in  the  side-show  of 
a  circus.  The  stifling,  peanut-laden  air,  the 
banging  brass  band,  the  staring  crowd,  and, 
worst  of  all,  the  snakes  twisting  about  the  form 
of  her  mistress,  and  darting  hungry  looks  at 
IJino,  had  thrown  her  into  a  nervous  panic. 
Her  wild  eyes  and  piercing  screams  went  to 
my  heart.  I  tried  to  buy  her,  but  her  mistress 
could  not  make  up  her  mind  to  part  with  her 
///i7/.  One  day,  some  months  after  our  meet- 
ing, a  box  came  to  me  by  express.  In  it  was 
j)oor  Bino.  She  was  thin  and  her  coat  was 
rusty.  Four  years  ago  that  w-as  ;  now  she  is  fat 
and  her  fur  shines  with  the  gloss  of  health. 
This  is  the  way  that  I  feed  her:  bananas 
always,  all  the  year  round,  baked  sweet  pota- 
toes, and  every 
variety  of  fruit ; 
grasshoppers, 
crickets,  "  moth 
millers,"  June- 
bugs,  live  bait, 
and  meal  worms, 


which  can 
be  had  of 
most  bird- 
dealers, 
but  not  a 
cockroach 
nor  a  cro- 
ton-bug ; 
eggs  both  raw  and  hard  boiled,  the  meat 
of  lobsters  and  crabs,  and  every  day  a 
scrap  of  raw  beef,  mutton,  or  chicken. 
But  I  never  give  her  a  crumb  of  bread 
nor  a  drop   of  milk. 

The  baby  was  not 
Bino's,  nor  did  it  belong 
to   her  species ;    but  she 
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loved  it,  and  it  was  "ride  a  cock-horse"  all  ered  by  the  accumulating  sediment.  ;\s  the 
day  long  over  the  fences  and  up  the  trees  with  ages  rolled  by,  the  slow  but  great  movements  of 
the  baby  on  her  back.  When  tlie 
real  mother  cried  for  her  chikl, 
gooil  nurse  liino  wouKl  come 
skirmishing  in  at  the  win- 
dow to  give  the  babv 
back  to  its  rightful, 
loving  owner. 

Bino,   the    be 
neficent,    is 
heat! 


; 


TIIK     IIAHV. 


nurse  in  my  ho.si)i- 
tal ;  she  soothes  the 
patients,  and  whatever  it 
is  she  says  to  them,  they 
soon  lose  their  fear  of  me. 
To  cage  a  marmoset  is  like 
putting  a  fairy  in  a  strait-jacket.  I 
have  a  basket  and  a  piece  of  flannel 
in  which  they  curl  up  at  night ;  this 
stands  in  a  cage,  and  here  they  sleep  fourteen 
good  hours ;  after  their  breakfast  of  bananas  I 
open  the  door,  and  off  my  little  fairies  go,  to 
scale  the  walls  of  my  room  in  winter,  and  to 
climb  the  tree-tops  in  summer. 

In  the  spring  and  summer  IJino  and  her 
brothers  are  often  frisking  a])out  in  the  top 
branches  of  a  near-by  elm-tree.  Then,  when  I 
call  to  her  she  stops  her  play  to  answer,  and 
her  white  topknot  shines  out  from  the  leaves 

against  the  blue  .sky.     Frequently  she  responds    bearing  ujion  their  backs 
by  her  musical  call,  that  seems  like  a  clear  and     houses  so  old  that,  com 
sweet,  yet  strange,  song. 

TrsiiNK   1.\(;ek.-50LI.. 


I  he  earth's 
old    ( rust 
gradual- 
ly raised 
the  sea- 
bottom 
above 
water  so 
_  it  became 

dry  land.      .\t 
the  present  time, 
llie  sea  in  storms  is 
undermining  the  island,  and 
the  l<i-,sil  shells  are  washed  out  and  min- 
gled with  tlie  sliells  of  Hving  moUusks  in 
the  rock-pools  which 
surround  its  base. 

It  is  here  that  a  cu- 
rious and  interesting 
ri~Q^        incident   takes    place 
^   \\    '^"'^  ^^^^  oldest  houses 
'^  of  which  I  have  any 

knowledge  are  to  be 
found.  The  little  hei- 
mit-crabs,  hunting  for 
empty  univalve  shells 
in  which  to  make 
their  homes,  seize  the 


fossil  ones  as  readily  as 
the  living,  and  scurry  off. 


pared     with    them,    the 
most    ancient     ruins    of 
human  habitations  were 
built  but  yesterday. 
And  these  little  hou.ses 


SOME  OLD   HOUSES. 

At  the  entrance  to  the  liarl)or  of  San  Pedro, 
in  California,  lies  a  little  island  known  as  Isia  of  the  hermit-crabs  ai- 
de los  Muertos,  or  Dead  Men's  Island.  It  is  though  so  old,  are  not 
composed  of  layers  of  sand  and  clay  full  of 
fossil  shells. 

Ages  ago  these  mollusks  were  living  on  the 
old  sea-bottom,  and  when  they  died  their  shells 
became  buried  in  the  sand  and  ooze,  and  cov- 


I.IVING  HEKMIT-CRAD.S  1 
THEIR  ANLIKNT  IIOLSKS- 
FOSSIL    SHELLS. 


m    rums  or  decay,   but 

as  strong  and  |/erfect  to  their  minutest  detail 
as  when  occu|)ied  by  their  original  owners,  per- 
haps two  hundred  thousand  years  ago  ! 

J.   HowARij  Wilson. 
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THE    WHITE    BIRCHES    IN    THE    WINTER    WOODS. 

Under  the  trees  in  the  foreground  you  can  see  the  scales  and  seeds,  hke  dirt,  on  the  snow.  To  know  their  real  form,  examine 
them  closely,  prcferiihly  with  the  aid  of  a  pocket-microscope  or  reading-glass.  Dimly  in  the  distance,  at  the  right,  you  can  see  the 
farmer  with  his  lu;id  of  birch  and  other  wood  for  fuel. 


"MIMIC  SNOW-BIRDS." 
Maw    setids    are   scattered    by 


the  winter 
storms,  and  forest-planting  goes  on  in  the 
wootls  long  before  we  dream  of  gardening. 

Wlieii  the  logs  are  hauled  in  from  the  woods,  \\]^^  coverino-s 
many  of  our  country  boys  and  girls  have  no- 
ticed small  brown  specks  clinging  to  the  snowy 
sticks.  Examine  a  brown  bit,  and  you  will  timl 
it  a  veritable  miniature  "  snow-bird  "  —  in  shape, 
at  least.      Head,  wings,  and  tail  are  all  there. 

If  you  wish  to  know  where  this  strange  little 
brown  flock  came  from,  follow  the  sled  back 
to  the  snowy  wootls,  where  the  men  are  chop- 
ping, and  somewhere  near  you  will  surely  find  a 
white  birch  tree  hung  with  dark-brown  cones, 
the  fruited  catkins  of  last  spring 


thousands  of  brown  specks,  like  those  brought 
home  to  the  wood-pile,  will  sail  over  the  snow. 
These  specks  are  the  small  scales  which  cover 
the  little  seeds  of  the  birch-tree.  The  tiny 
vellow  seeds  are  harder  to  find  than  their  bird- 

for  they 
are  lighter,  and  are  borne 
nwav  on  their  wincfs. 


M' 


-^ 


3 
^ 


THE    BIRD-LIKE    SCALES   THAT   COVER   THE 
SEEDS    IN    THE    WHITE-BIRCH    CONE. 


Some    of   the   cones   on    the 

branches  have  lost  part  of  their 

seeds,   and  have    stiff,   straight  ends. 

Pinch  the  bottom   of  a  perfect  cone, 

and  you  will  soon  discover  a  method  of  scatter- 


Shake  one  of  the  cone-bearing  branches,  and     ing  seeds  as  marvelous  as  that  of  the  witch-hazel 
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THE    SMALL   CONES 


ON    A    BRANCH    OK 


WHITli    IIIRCH. 


In  ripening,  the  rows  of  seeds  with  their  bird-     ^o  tlic  other  one  <liicil  up;  wc  observed  that  there  were 

Hke  coverings  have  loosened  from  tlie  stem  of     ''">'  •=^""'  ^"''  "I''''^  '"  >*o"'e  parts,  so  ii  resemMed  a 

the  cone,  and  are  n..w  lu-ld   k, -ether  I>v  the     >"""^'  ''""■  ^'^'■'  "'"  ^'-   ^ ■^''''■"'"': 

Again      we      saw      one 

stream     joining     anotlier. 

The  first  was  clear,  like  the 

Mississijipi,  and  the  other, 

like  the  Missouri,  emptied 

into  it  a  stream  of  yellow 

mud  that  discoloreil  one  side  of  the  stream  for 

^'  'inc  distance. 

ilie    brook    foamed    madly   over    the    stones 

along  by  the  old  road,  and  farther  down  spread 

.out  now  and  then  into  broad  pools  in  the  flat 

|)laces.     On  both  sides  were  touches  of  bright 

green  in  the  grasses,  clovers,  and  fivefingers. 

All  around  were  chestnut-trees,  whose  bark,  we  saw, 

was  very  rough  and  deeply  furrowed  ;   we  learned  that 

the  reason  was,  the  interior  of  trees  grew  faster  each 

year  than  the  bark,  and  so  the  bark  was  cracked  open 

instead  of  being  smooth  like  birches  and  others.     When 

we  found  a  stump  we  counted  the  rings  to  see  how  old 

and  real  birds  were  gladly  escaping    it  was;  we  noticed  how  wide  the  rings  were,  and  did 

from  their  captivity.  not  wonder  that  their  growth  had  split  the  bark. 

The  sturdv  black  birch  scatters         %  ^'^^  brook  and  in  the  woods  were  tall,  graceful. 

dry  flowers,  of  all  shades  of  brown,  that  looked  so  pretty 
agamst  the  dark  trunks  of  the  trees. 

It  is  very  pleasant  to  discover  for  myself  the  curious 
things  1  read  about  in  your  department.  I  find  that  our 
walks  are  much  more  interesting  since  I  have  Ijegun 
to  keep  my  eyes  open. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Mabki.  M.  Joh.ns. 

The  outer  bark  is  dead,  and  is  thus  merely  a 
protecting  overcoat.  A  ring  of  wood  is  formed 
each  year  under  the  bark,  and  there  is  also 
a  similar  new  growth  in  the  bark.  The  part 
next  to  the  wood  urows  woodv.      Botanists  call 


contact  anil  pressure.  The  one 
hard  scale  at  the  end  unlocks  the 
secret.     Touch  that  and  the  whole 

^_^     flock  of  seeds  takes  flight  as  if  we 
Cft  '      had  unlocked  the  door  of  a  cage 


4}. 


t 


THE  YELLOW 
SEEDS  <1F  THE 
WHITE    BIRCH. 


its  seeds  in  a  similar  manner.    One 
winter  day  I   saw  a  hungry  little 
brown    bird    opening    this    small 
storehouse  of  seeds  with  its  bill. 
W.  C.  K. 


WE  WILL  WRITE  TO  ST.  NICHOLAS  ABOUT  IT." 


KEEPING   THE    EYES    OPEN    IN    WINTER    WOODS. 

Park  Hill,  Vonkiirs,  N.  V. 

Dear  St. Nicholas  :  I  have  been  interested  in  Nature 
and  Science  since  it  was  first  issued,  and  now  T  look 
for  the  department  one  of  the  first  things  when  I 
open  a  new  number.  My  mother  also  is  greatly 
pleased  with  it,  as  she  is  a  great  lover  of  nature, 
and  she  wants  me  to  tell  you  of  the  walk  we 
took  this  morning  through  the  winter  woods. 
The  wood  road  was  badly  cut  up  by  the  rains, 
and  we  had  a  good  opportunity  to  study  tlie 
formation  and  growth  of  river  systems. 

We  noticed  that  the  tiny  streams  carried  grains 
of  sand,  and  that  when  tliey  curved  and  twisted 
they  cut  away  the  little  banks  on  the  outer  curve 
and  deposited  the  sand,  or  earth,  on  the  inner 
curve,  making  one  side  sloping  and  the  other 
steep.  This  was  because  the  current  was  slower 
on  the  inner  side  and  could  not  carry  such  a  heavy 
load.  There  were  many  little  streams  that  fi- 
nally united  in  one. 

In  one  place  I  noted  that  two  little  streams 
left  a  point  of  earth  where  they  united,  and  be- 
cause one  was  swifter  than  the  other  it  cut  its 
channel  deeper  and  captured  all  the  water,  and 
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ASTERS,  GOLDENROD,  AND  WILD  CARROT. 

The  Stems  aie  dn,-  and  the  seeds  fluflFy  and  persis- 
tent. Thus  we  frequently  find  the  beautiful  remnants 
of  last  year's  flora,   even  into  the  early  spring. 


this    inner    bark    the   "  liber."     Thus 
the    cylinder    of  wood    grows    larger 
and  the  tube  of  bark  must  expand, 
thus  causing  the  tissues  of  bark  to 
be  under  constant  tension.    Profes- 
.sor  Bailey  tells  us  that  "  it  has  been 
ascertained  that  the  pressure  is  as 
much  as  fifty  pounds  to  a  square 
inch."    It  IS  interesting  to  note  the 
various  forms  in  which   the  bark 
breaks,  tears,  splits,  or  peels  off. 
No  one  would  think  of  cutting 
initials  in  splitting,  tearing,  thick, 
dead  bark  like  that  on  an  old 
chestnut-tree.     It  is  the  smooth 
bark,  where  there  is  almost  no 


The  little  streams  in  the  wood  road  and  down  the  baiiks,  after  a  severe 
rain-storm,  often  form  "river  systems"  in  miniature. 

outer  dead  layer,  like  the  beech,  that  makes  it  difficult 
for  the  boys  to  keep  their  jack-knives  in  their  pockets. 

EARLY  SPRING  OBSERVATIONS   IN   A  WALK   BY  THE  RIVER. 

MiDDLETOW.N,    CuN.N". 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:   It  rained  very  hard  one  day  last  spring, 
SO  we  had  no  school.     In  the  morning  I  went  down  to  the  river 
to  watch  the  boats  break  the  ice.     One  of 
the  boats  broke  her  propeller  near  a  place 
called  "Blow  Hole,"  and  had  to  be  taken 
to  New  London  for  repairs.    I  walked  away 
up-river  to  the  "  Crook,"  just  to  watch  the 
ice  rushing  down-stream.     The  river  kept 
rising  all  the  morning. 

As  I  was  walking  along  I  heard  a  tap- 
ping,  and   looking   up,  I    saw   a   wliite- 
breasted  nuthatch.   He  was  running  down 
the  trunk  of  an  old  oak.    I  never  saw  any- 
thing except  a  fly  that  can  do  the  things 
he  can.    I  like  to  watch  him  better  than 
any  other  woodpecker. 

A  little  farther  on  up  the  "  Little  Riv- 
er "  I  saw  what  seemed  to  be  a  bunch 
of  hay,  and  just  then  I  saw  a  muskrat 
swim  off  up-stream.  I  found  by  poking 
around  that  there  were  signs  of  rats 
near  the  straw,  and  I  worked  away  till 
I  got  the  top  off,  and  there  were  three 
little  muskrats.  Their  eyes  were  not 
open.  I  put  the  straw  back  as  care- 
fully as  I  could,  and  left  them  alone. 


Photographed  directly  from  the  end 
view  of  a  piece  of  chestnut  wood  to 
show  a  section  of  the  annual  rings. 
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I  ij;(n  vci  y  \\ct,  1)111 
I  enjoyed  tlie  morn- 
inij  very  much. 

On  my  way  home 
1  found  someC'lirist- 
iiias  ferns,  as  green 
as  in  tlie  summer. 
And  when  I  went  to 
]>ick  tliem  I  found 
the  new  fronds  all 
ready  to  uncurl, 
lliey  looked  very 
warm  and  nice,  with 
a  fuzzy  blanket  of 
whilisli  brown  over 
them. 

So    good-by,    Si. 

NlCHOL.\S.      It  will 
"Hello,   hello,   you  down  there!     I  *m  \^     ^-        r       .\ 

the  nuthatch.     Who  are  you?"  SOOn  be  time  for  the 

next  number.     And 

I    >h.ill  lie  glad.      I    like   tlie   Nature  and  Science  part 

so  much.  One  of  your  readers, 

.\s,\.  Stowf,  (age  14). 

The  white-breasted  nuthatch  hammers  and 
pecks  away  at  the  bark  much  like  a  woodpecker, 
but  is  not  considered  a  member  of  the  wood- 
pecker family,  but  of  the  somewhat  similar 
nuthatch  family.  It  is  very  amusing  to  watch 
its  acrobatic  antics,  and  one  can't  help  laughing 
to  see  it  stretch  out  from  the  tree,  head  down- 
ward, and  peer  inqui.sitively,  as  if  to  say,  "  Don't 
you  think  I  am  a  funny  bird  ? 
here  for,  anyway  ?  "  It  can  ru 
on  the  under  side  of  the  limb  a 


as  on  the-  iii)])cr  sitle,  and  down  tiie  tree  as  well 
as  uj).  Indeed,  it  .seems  even  to  prefer  the 
under-side  nnd  head-downward  methods  of 
.searching  for  insects  in  the  bark. 

The  woodpecker  well   may  despair  of  this   feat  — 

Only  the  fly  with  you  can  compete. 

So  much  is  clear;  but  I  fain  would  know 

How  you  can  so  recklessly,  fearlessly,  go, 

Head  upward,  head  downward,  is  it  all  one  tf)  you  ? 

Zenith  and   nadir  the  same  in  your  vi:w  ? 

.Viulubon  and  some  later  ornilliologists  tell 
us  tlial  tlie  nuthatch  sleeps  head  downward. 
It  surely  s[)ends  much  of  the  day  in  that  posi- 
tion or  hanging  to  the  under  side  of  a  branch, 
like  a  fly  to  the  ceiling. 

Our  young  folks,  in  their  visits  to  the  woods 
in  early  spring,  will  jjlease  notice  that  the  last 
year's    fronds   of  the   Christmas  fern   are   still 
fresh    and    green,    and    that 
''low  down  among  them, 
curled  up   like  \  oung 
caterpillars,   are 
the    young 
fronds." 


THE    CHRISTMAS    KERNS    IN    THE    WOODS    IN    EARI-V    SPRING.  .,  „_    ..r.,-^r- 

iHE>OlNG 

In  the  summer  the  fronds  are  nearly  erect;    in    the  winter  they  "him"  closely  to  the  ground,  forming    green  fronds. 

rosettes   that   are  all   the  more  beautiful  from  their   sharp  contrast  with   the  bare  trees  and  shrubs,  and   the  brown 
dead  leaves  covering  the  ground. 


ST  NICM»LA5 
LEAGVE 


■heading  for  march."     by  rheinhold  palenski,  age  17.     (winner  of  former  prizes. I 


HOPE. 

BY    AGNES    CHURCHILL    LACV  (ACE    I4). 

(CoM  B<7</gt:) 
Ai.ASi  tlie  low-hung  wintry  clouil-S 
Have  dimmed  the  fair  blue  skies. 
"  Nay,  wait  a  day;  the  sun's  bright  ray 
Shall  break  those  chain.s  of  misty  gray ; 

Grieve  not,"  bright  Hope  replies. 
Alas  I  the  flowers  are  faded,  dead ; 
The  fairest  ever  die. 
"  Not  so,  dear  one;  they  only  sleep. 
Their  beauty,  fragrance,  still  they  keep, 

Snow-covered  as  they  lie." 
Ala.sl  the  birds  that  sweetly  sang 
Have  left  each  ice-bound  tree. 
"  I)Ut  now  'mongst  tropic  boughs  they  sing. 
And  soon  the  silver-footed  spring 
^\'ill  bring  them  back  to  thee." 


>K   JEiJllER,    AGE    ID.       (CASH    PRIZE.) 
464 


March  is  the  doorway  to  spring;  yet  winter  lingers 
long  on  the  threshold,  and  makes  a  great  bluster  about 
going.  Sometimes  when  we  think  he  has  gone  alto- 
gether he  suddenly  runs  back,  sticks  his  head  in,  and 
says,  "Booh-hl"  just  as  mischievous  boys  do  when 
they  want  to  frighten  us.  Only  we  have  grown  so  used 
to  the  open  door  of  March,  and  the  way  winter  tries  to 
scare  us  by  running  in  and  out,  that  we  only  laugh  and 
remember  that  April  is  on  the  way,  and  we  must  not 
deny  the  old  fellow  a  few  childish  pranks  before  he 
says  good-by. 

There  are  a  great  many  good  contributions  this  month 
—  good  drawings,  good  poems,  good  stories.  It  is  a 
great  pleasure  to  the  League  editor  to  note  the  rapid 
strides  made  by  some  of  the  members,  and  the  slower 
but  no  less  sure  progress  of  others.  In  no  other  organi- 
zation or  school  are  so  many  talented,  earnest  children  as 
in  the  St.  Nicholas  League — so  many  faithful,  industri- 
ous workers.  And  they  are  unselfish,  too.  It  is  the 
rarest  thing  that  there  is  a 
word  of  complaint  even 
from  thosewho  have  striven 
longest  and  with  no  result. 
Almost  without  exception, 
our  members  realize  that 
they  are  young,  with  their 
lives  before  them  ;  that  the 
greatest  reward  of  their 
effort  is  in  the  effort  itself 
and  the  improvement  and 
growth  which  each  sincere 
endeavor  brings.  They 
have  faith,  too,  that  if  their 
talent  is  worthy  they  will, 
with  perseverance,  succeed 
in  time.  And  tliey  are 
right :  every  contribution 
that  is  properly  prepared 
and  submitted  is  carefully 
considered,  and  no  really 
good  work  is  denied  a  place 
on  the  roll  of  honor,  even 
when  it  does  not  quite  win 
a  place  on  the  list  of  prize- 
winners. 

There  are  many  things 
to  be  considered  in  making 
the  prize  selections  and 
those  for  publication.  A 
number  of  good  stories 
were  put  aside  this  time 
because     they     were     not 
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"  My  Narrow  Escape,"  but  the  narrow  escape  of  some 
other  person.  Others  were  excluded  because  they  were 
too  hmg,  or  on  both  sides  of  the  paper,  or  were  not 
properly  indorsed,  or  failed  to  bear  the  author's  age ; 
and  some  gooil  stories  dealt  directly  with  Christmas  or 
Eourth  of  July,  ami  tliese  would  not  do  for  March  at 
all.  .\s  for  poems,  there  were  oversights  in  tliese  too, 
and  one  very  pretty  stanza  went 
all  awry  at  the  end  by  trying  to 
rhyme  "  leaves"  with  "  wreaths," 
which  won't  do  at  all  unless  yon 
pronounce  it  "  reaves,"  and  onl\ 
very  little  folks  would  do  that. 

The  new  competition  for  chap- 
ters h.as  already  attracted  much 
attention,  and  bids  fair  to  Ije  one 
of  the  most  important  League 
features  yet  undertaken.  It  closes 
March  31,  and  there  is  still  a 
month  in  which  to  organize  a 
chapter  and  get  up  a  "  prize  en- 
tertainment," and  those  who  have 
been  procrastinating  will  find  that 
a  great  deal  may  be  done  in  a 
month  if  they  will  begin  inunedi- 
ately  and  move  swiftly  during  the 
coming  weeks.  For  the  benefit 
of  those  who  did  not  see  the  Feb- 
ruary number,  this  Chapter  Prize 
Offer  is  repeated  in  full  on  the 
last  League  page. 

I'RIZK-WTXXFRS,     COMPL- 
TITIOX    No.  27. 

In  making  the  awards,  contrib- 
utors' ages  are  considered. 

Versk.  Gold  badges,  Agnes 
Churchill  Lacy  (age  14),  924  N. 
24th  St.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and 
Teresa  Cohen  (age  9),  1709  Lin- 
den Ave.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Silver  badges,  Theodora  Maud  North  (age  il),  Ldger- 
ton,\Vis.,  and  Harold  R.  Norris  (ageg),  Ivoryton,Coiin. 

Prose.  Gold  badges,  Helen  L.  Collins  (age  17),  320 
Classon  Ave.,  Brooklyn,  N.  V.,  and  Katharine  L.  Wliitin 
(age  14),  Whitinsville,  Mass. 

Silver  badges,  Mary  M.  B.  Arbuckle  (age  16),  Cranch 
St.,  Quincy,  Mass.,  ^Iadelcine  Fuller  McDowell  (age  8), 
care  of  H.  B.  McDowell,  Lawrence  Park,  Bronxville, 
N.  v.,  and  Ernest  IL  Wood  (age  14),  5601  Madison 
Ave.,  Chicago,  111. 

Drawing.  Cash  prize,  Yvonne  Jequier  (age  16), 
Faubourg  du  Cret  5,  Neuchatel,  Switzerland. 

Gold  badges.  Hazel  May  Matthews  (age  12),  260  Can- 
field  Ave.  West,  Detroit,  Mich.,  and  Percy  Jamieson 
(age  17),  Morgan  Park,  111. 

Silver  badges,  Arthur   D.    Fuller  (nt^o  i2\  So  Court 
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St.,  Exeter,  N.  IL,  and  William  J.  Henderson  (age  16), 
74  Drew  .Ave.,  Woodhaven,  N.  Y. 

Plio  locRAi'iiv.  Gold  badge,  Irene  F.  Wetmore  (age 
14).  555  ^V.  159th  .St.,  New  York  City. 

Silver  badges,  Fannie  IL  Bickford  (age  15),  White 
Hills,  Shelton,  Connecticut,  and  Catherine  E.  Con- 
don   (age   9),    Everett,    Massachusetts. 

WlI.D-ANl.MAI,  AND  BiRlJ  PlIO- 

TOCRAi'liv.  First  prize,  "  Adi- 
rondack Deer,"  by  John  .Schiess 
(age  14),  20  Ellery  St.,  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.  Second  prize,  "Wild 
Ducks,"  b.y  Clarence  Hautliaway 
(age  15),  1043  Beacon  St.,  Brrxik- 
line,  Mass.  Third  prize,  "  Wild 
Duck,"  by  Dean  M.  Kennedy 
(age  14),  Madison,  .S.  D. 

PUZZI.E-MAKING.  Gold  badge, 
Sara  Lawrence  Kellogg  (age  15), 
Ridley  Park,  Pa. 

Silver  badges,  Richard  Ellis 
(age  11),  8  Audubon  Place,  New 
Orleans,  La.,  and  Kendall  Morse 
(age  12),  49  Spring  St.,  Carbon- 
dale,  Pa. 

PUZZI.E-A.NSWERS.  Gold 
badges,  John  W.  Fisher,  Jr.  (age 
l5),624Pk.  PI.,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
and  Ernest  Gregory  (age  10),  8 
Spring  St.,  Marblehead,  Mass. 

Silver  badges,  Fred  H.  Lahee 
(age  17),  152  Harvard  St.,  Brook- 
line,  Alass.,  and  Daisy  Cjermain 
Deutsch  (age  13),  231  E.  I22d 
St.,  New  York  City. 

HOPES    FULFILLED. 

BY    TERES.\    COHEN    (AGE  9). 

(GoM  Badge.) 
The  trees  once  more  are  clothed 
in  leaves  and  buds, 
The  snow  has  melted  from  the  meadow  drear; 
The  sparrow  on  the  branches  to  his  mate 

Chirps    forth    his    hope    that    spring   will    soon    be 
here. 

The  ice  chains  of  the  glistening  brook  are  gone, 
The  earth  again  is  clothed  in  grass  so  green ; 

.\bove  the  verdure,  sparkling  with  the  dew. 
Bright  butterflies  and  humming  bees  are  seen. 

Now  shine  like  stars  amitl  the  grass  the  flowers; 

The  woods  with  sweetest  melodies  now  ring. 
For  all  the  birds  have,  with  the 
sweetest  songs. 
Comeback  to  hail  the  com- 
ing of  the  spring. 


RCV   JAMIESON,    AGE    1 7 
BADGE.) 
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"A    CHILLV    DAY."       UV    IRENE    F.    WETMORE,    AGE    14.       (GOLD    BADGE.) 


[Mar. 

tie  gasps  of  fright.  She  no 
ilouht  expected  to  find  me 
buried  beneath  a  mass  of 
lath  and  mortar. 

But  I  met  her  with  a  reas- 
suring smile  and  triumphant 
wave  of  the  magazine. 

"Oh,  mama,"  I  ejacu- 
lated after  a  moment  of  med- 
itation, "  would  n't  you  call 
that  a  '  narrow  escape  '?  " 

^VIL\T    I    HOPE. 
by  h.^rold  r.  norris 
(age  9). 
{Silver  Badge.) 
I  HOPE  the  birds  will  come 
this  spring. 
And  sing  their  very  best ; 
I   hope  the  grass  and  straw 
they  bring 
Will  build  a  pretty  nest. 

I  hope  the  flowers  will  be  as 
sweet 
As  ever  they  can  be ; 
I  hope  that  every  bud  will 
bloom 
Upon  the  cherry-tree. 


MV   NARROW    ESCAPE. 

BY   HEI.E.V    L.    COLLINS    (AGE    1 7). 

{Gold  Badge.) 

"  Oh,  dear,"  I  sighed,  turning  over  the  pages  of  the 
.St.  Nichol.\S,  and  gazing  sadly  at  the  prize  competi- 
tion for  December,  "  what  horrid  luck  I  always  have! 
Nothing  ever  happens  to  me.  As  for  a  '  narrow  es- 
cape' — "  and  I  shook  my  head  dismally. 

Then  I  thought  and  thought,  and  ran  over,  mentally, 
every  phase  of  my  life  from  babyhood  up.  There  were 
plenty  of  events  and  adventures,  but  no  "  narrow  es- 
cape." 

In  this  meditative  mood  my  eyes  wandered  upward, 
resting  on  a  long  disfiguring  crack  which  ran  the  length 
of  the  ceiling.  A  looker-on  would  have 
thought  I  was  drawing  inspiration  from 
that  source. 

Just  then  a  gust  of  wind  swept  around 
the  corner  of  the  house,  slamming  unfas- 
tened blinds  together,  and  sending  the  soot 
down  the  chimney. 

My  thoughts  were  far  from  "  human 
ken,"  and  but  for  a  slight  movement  along 
the  crack  I  might  not  be  alive  to  tell  tliis 
talc. 

"  Mercy!"  I  exclaimed,  coming  quickly 
hack  to  things  material.  "  Has  n't  the  land- 
lord done  that  job  yet?  I  say,  mama,"  — 
she  was  in  the  ne.xt  room,— "I  do  believe 
the  ceiling  will  fall  before  the  day  is  over. 
I  'm  going  to  get  out." 

Thereupon  I  shoved  St.  Nicholas  un- 
der an  arm,  and  made  a  "  bee-line  "  for  the 
door. 

Barely  had  I  crossed  the  threshold  when, 
bang!  boom!  down  crashed  a  yard  or  more 
of  plastering  an-.id  a  choking  dust  which 
would  equal  a  sand-storm  of  the  Great 
Sahara. 

Mother  ran  out  into  the  hall,  giving  lit- 


I  hope  that  school  will  soon  be  done, 

And  our  vacation  here ; 
I  hope  that  this  springtime  will  be 

The  best  time  of  tlie  year. 

MY   NARROW    ESCAPE. 

BY    KATHARINE    L.    ^VHITIN    (AGE    I4). 

(Gold  Badge.) 

This  summer  we  were  in  Paris  during  the  French 
national  holiday,  the  14th  of  July. 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  city  and  in  the  Latin  Quarter 
the  peasants  dance  in  the  streets  and  squares,  and  as  we 
thought  that  it  would  be  great  fun  to  see  the  dancing, 
we  drove  down  there  after  dinner. 


CHILLY   DAY.  BY    FAN.NIE    H.    BICKFORD,    AGE   15.       (SILVER   BADGE.) 
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"  adikunlialk;  iiekr."     i;v  John  >lhiks>,   .\i,E   14.    (i-iRST  PKizi-, 
"wild-animal  photograph.") 


All  the  public  buildings  were  illuminateti,  and  after 
driving  around  for  a  while  we  found  ourselves  in  a  large 
square  in  which  many  narrow  streets  terminated.  In 
the  square  were  merry-go-rounds,  and  people  dancing. 

After  watching  the  people  for  a  while  we  started  for 
the  Latin  (Quarter.  After  trying  about  eight  dirty  little 
streets,  and  being  turned  back  by  the  ])eople  continually, 
we  finally  found  ourselves  in  such  a  narrow  alley  that  it 
was  impossible  to  turn  around  and  almost  impossible  to 
go  ahead,  as  a  mob  blocked  the  way. 

During  this  time  we  were  called  "  Big  Vegetables" 
and  other  complimentary  names,  for  the  peasants 
thought  that  we  were  French  aristocrats,  as  we  were  in 
a  private  carriage,  and  as  the  peasants  hate  the  aristoc- 
racy, they  thought  that  we  had  no  right  in  their  part  of 
the  city. 

On  asking  our  coachman  if  he  could  get  us  through 
the  mob,  he  said  that  he  would  try,  and  jum])ing  down 
from  his  box,  he  started  to  lead  .the  horses  through  the 
crowd.  Immediately  some  men  jumped  on  the  back  of 
the  carriage  and  commenced  to  shake  it  so  hard  that  we 
thought  it  would  tip  over,  while  the  mob  shouted  to  us 
to  go  back.  At  last  we  got  through  the  crowd  of  people, 
but  almost  instantly  we  ran  into 
another  mob,  which  bade  fair  t<j 
be  much  worse  than  the  former. 

Just  as  we  were  about  to  break 
through  it,  somebody  told  my 
cousin  to  take  his  hat  off.  He 
took  it  off  and,  standing  upoii 
the  seat,  shouted,  "  Vive  la  Re- 
publiquel"  Then  the  leader 
shouted,  "  Passez,  passezi"  and 
the  people  drew  back,  letting  us 
pass. 

After  that  we  used  the  same 
method  in  getting  through 
crowds,  and  even  knocked  tables 
over  without  a  murmur  from  any 
one. 

I   was  very  glad   to  have   had 
this  experience,  as  it  showed  the 
excitable  nature   of   the   French        ••  wild  dick." 
people,  and  it  is  highly  probable         (tHiRo  prize, 


that  we  would  have  been  seriovsly  injured  if 
my  cousin  had  not  taken  his  hat  of!  and  shouted 
fur  the  republic. 

HIE   IIOPE.S  OF  THE  WIND  FAIRIE.S. 

HY    THKDUORA    M.\L1)    .NORTH    (A(;K    II). 

(Si/zrr  Bae/^e.) 

Thk  good  little  fairies  that  dwell  in  tlie  wind, 

What  are  they  hoping  to-day? 
I  think  they  arc  hoping  the  rain-clouds  to  send 

To  the  farmer  along  their  broad  way. 

(Jver  the  country  they  frolicking  go 

To  the  ocean  with  even  sweep. 
They  steady  the  waves  that  are  dashing  so  high, 

.\nd  they  smooth  them  and  rock  them  to  sleep. 

"r  is  the  bad  little  fairies  that  dwell  in  the  wind 
That  roll  them  and  make  them  dash  high  ; 

.\nd  the  good  little  fairies  a  cooling  breeze  send. 
And  to  lull  them  they  try  and  they  try. 

The  bad  little  fairies  that  dwell  in  the  wind. 

What  are  f/iey  hoping  to-day? 
Perhaps  they  are  hoping  a  cyclone  to  scnfl 

To  blow  all  the  houses  awav. 


'WILD    DUCKS.        BV    CLARENCE    L.    HAUTHAWAV,    AGE    15. 
(SECOND    PRIZE,     "  WILD-ANIMAL   PHOTOGRAPH.") 


MV 


BV    naAN    M.    K 
'  WILD-ANIMAL 


ENNEDV,    AGR    I4. 
PHOTOGRAPH.") 


NARROW    ESCAP^4.  ^ 

liV    MARY    M.     B.    ARIilCKLE-^"*" 

(age  16). 
(Siher  Badge.) 

.\  i.iHOUOi  now  over  two  years 
since  the  calamity,  the  loss  of  the 
passenger-boat  the  "  Purtland  " 
is  undoul)tedly  still  fresh  in  many 
minds ;  but  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  may  not  have  such  a 
good  cause  to  remem1)er  the 
wreck  as  I,  it  will  be  interest- 
ing to  know  that  the  above- 
named  was  one  of  the  passenger- 
boats  which  ply  between  Port- 
land, Maine,  and  I'oston. 

Mama  had  promised  me  that 
in  the  autumn  I  might  spend  a 
few  weeks  with  one  of  the  dearest 
friends  in  the  world,  then  living 
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in  Portland.  The  journey 
on  the  bo.1t  occupies  hiit  one 
night;  still  1  lucked  confi- 
dence enough  to  start  alone, 
and  I  was  waiting  and  hop- 
ing to  make  tiie  trip  under 
the  protecting  care  of  an 
older  person ;  and  as  Lucy 
liad  urged  me  in  the  strong- 
est terms  to  come,  and  the 
autumn  was  fast  merging 
into  winter  and  still  no  e>- 
cort  appeared,  it  was  finally 
decided  that  1  was  to  go 
alone. 

Upstairs  in  my  own  little 
den  I  was  packing  my  trunk, 
thinking  of  dear  Lue,  and 
picturing  her  delight  in  the 
little  gifts  I  was  bringing 
her.  At  seven  o'clock  that 
evening  I  would  start.  I 
was  roused  from  a  happy 
reverie  by  mama's  voice 
calling  to  me. 

Never  thinking  anything 
was  amiss,  I  tripped  down  the  stairs.     There  was  mo- 
ther with  an  open  letter  in  her  hand,  anxiety  and  con- 
cern written  in  every  lineament  of  her  countenance. 

"  Mary,"  she  said  gently,  "  I  'm  afraid  you  must 
postpone  your  visit,  as  Aunt  Ellen  is  quite  ill  and  wishes 
me  to  come  to  her  at  once.  I  fear  her  illness  is  serious, 
dear,"  she  added,  quickly  noting  the  keen  disappoint- 
ment in  my  face,  "and  I  think  I  had  better  go.  You  will 
have  to  be  the  little  housekeeper  during  my  absence." 

Mother  was  sympathetic  and  kind,  but  words  cannot 
descril>e  my  disappointment  aft,er  all  the  preparations. 
Imagine  my  mingled  horror  and  thankfulness  when  we 
learned  next  day  that  the  Portland  and  all  its  passengers 
had  been  lost  that  very  night! 

MV   NARROW    ESCAPE. 

liV    ERNEST    H.    WOOD    (.AGE    I4). 


CHILLY    DAY. 


BY    CATHEKINE    E 
(SILVER    BADGE.) 


CONDOiN,    AGE   9. 


Illustrated  by  the  -Author. 

{Silver  Badge. 

It  was  last  fall,  on  the  Gr.ind  Trunk  Railway,  that  I 
had  my  first  "narrow  escape."  I  was  coming  from  my 
Eastern  home  in  Maine  to  live  in  Chicago,  and  had 
chosen  the  Grand  Trunk  as  the  means  of  transportation. 


[Mar. 

The  train  left  Portland, 
.Maine,  in  the  evening,  and 
arrived  in  Montreal,  Canada, 
the  next  morning.  We  left 
there  on  a  fast  train  about  9 
A..M.  I  was  with  my  aunt, 
her  mother,  and  two  cousins, 
and  we  were  all  very  merry 
in  anticipation  of  a  joyful 
journey. 

About  eighteen  miles  from 
Montreal  the  track  describes 
a  sharp  curve,  and  as  we 
rounded  it,  the  engineer  saw 
before  him  two  freight-cars 
and  a  caboose.  It  was  a  time 
for  hasty  action,  and  he  set 
his  brakes,  did  all  he  could 
to  stop  the  train,  and  jum])ed. 
We  in  the  cars  were  bliss- 
fully ignorant  of  our  danger, 
and  all  we  knew  of  it  was 
the  gripping  of  brakes,  and 
then  the  crash.  No  one  was 
injured  in  our  Pullman 
except  the  porter,  who 
received  a  hard  blow  on  the  head  from  violent  con- 
tact   with   a   mirror. 

Some  one  investigated,  and  announced  that  the  engine 
had  left  the  track.  I  immediately  left  the  train  with  my 
camera,  and  went  forward  to  view  the  ruin.  I  found  that 
the  engine  had  plowed  its  way  through  the  caboose,  re- 
ducing it  to  kindling-wood,  and  overturning  and  smash- 
ing the  two  freight-cars.  These  had  been  completely 
torn  from  the  trucks,  and  granite  gravestones,  with 
which  they  were  filled,  were  scattered  about,  grim  sug- 
gestions of  what  might  have  happened  had  the  accident 
been  more  serious.  The  two  passenger-cars  in  the  rear 
of  our  engine  had  left  the  track. 

Wrecking-crews  soon  arrived,  and  built  a  track 
around  the  wrecked  engine,  which  we  passed  about  three 
and  one  half  hours  after  the  time  of  the  accident. 

It  seems  the  cars  had  broken  loose  from  the  rear  of  a 
freight,  and  the  rear  brakeman  had  been  sent  back  to 
flag  our  train,  but  had  neglected  his  duty.  When  our 
engineer  spied  the  cars,  we  were  going  about  fifty  miles 
an  hour,  and  had  he  not  acted  promptly,  there  is  no 
telling  how  great  a  catastrophe  might  have  occurred. 

A  collection  was  taken  and  presented  to  him  as  a  tes- 
timonial of  our  thanks  for  his  bravery. 

THE    HOPES  OF  TEDDY. 

BY    ROSCOE  AD.\MS    (AGE   I3). 

"  I  HOPE,"  said  Master  Teddy, 
"  That  when  I  am  a  man 
I  '11  sail  across  the  great  wide  sea, 
And  visit  queer  Japan. 

"I  Ml  take  a  kodak  with  me, 
.\nd  if  I  get  a  chance 
I  '11  take  some  pictures  of  the  scenes 
That  I  shall  see  in  France. 

"I  '11  go  and  visit  Egypt, 

For  mama  says  she  thinks 
I  'd  like  to  see  the  Pyramids, 

And  that  great  stone  face,  the  Sphinx. 

"I  '11  take  along  my  overcoat. 
Felt  boots,  and  sealskin  cap. 
For  I  'm  going  up  to  the  frigid  zone, 
Where  you  'd  freeze  without  a  wrap. 
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"I  '11  take  my  mama  with  me, 
Anil  every  place  we  stay 
Will  be  the  very  nicest, 
Antl  not  a  cheap  cafe. 

"  'T  is  true  I  'm  only  hoping; 
Hut  Ciranilma  I'reston  said 
She  knew  tlie  ilay  wlien  people 
Made  Hope  their  daily  bread." 

A    NARROW    ESCAPE. 

i!Y  mapki.eim;  fuller  mcdowkii.  (agk.  8). 

{Silvc-r  BaJge.) 

I  WAS  spending  the  summer  with  my  mother  and  my 
four-year-old  brother  that  this  terrible  event  happened 
tliat  I  am  going  to  relate.  Everybody  knows  the  awful 
thunder-storms  that  occur  in  those  wild  hills  in  the 
Catskills. 

It  was  one  of  these  that  struck  our  little  house  on 
the  lonely  mountain-side.  At  that  time  I  was  only  six 
years  old. 

I  was  sitting  in  the  little  sitting-room,  where  my  nurse 
was  reading  to  me.  My 
mother  was  resting  in  her 
room,  and  told  us  nc*  to 
disturb  her.  My  little  bro- 
ther was  so  young  that  he 
forgot  her  request,  and  ran 
upstairs  to  her  room.  Of 
course  this  woke  her  up, 
and  knowing  that  it  was 
impossible  to  sleep,  she  sat 
up  and  started  to  play  with 
him.  Just  then  a  flash  of 
lightning  came. 

My  nurse  and  I  were 
startled  l>y  the  flash,  and 
we  found  ourselves  covered 
with  plaster.  My  nurse 
dropped  the  book,  and 
catching  me  in  her  arms, 
rushed  to  the  door. 

It  was  a  picture — my 
mother  coming  downstairs 
with  my  brother,  in  a  white 
dressing-gown,  and  a  face 
as  white  as  snow.  My 
nurse  and  I  stood  at  the 
door,  covered  with  plaster. 
My  mother  said,  "  Do  not 
cry,  dear;   it  is  all  over." 

I  replied,  "  I  am  only  crying  because  I  am  glad  that 
we  have  escaped." 

From  the  other  door  came  a  woman  and  her  husband 
and  her  children.  We  often  look  back  and  laugh  at  the 
droll  picture  we  must  have  made,  all  looking  so  frightened 
and  white. 

All  but  two  rooms  were  seriously  damaged,  and  many 
bricks  and  shingles  fell  from  the  roof. 

Upstairs  we  found  that  my  mother's  room  was  filled 
with  smoke,  and  that  the  plaster  was  torn  off  the  sides 
of  the  room. 

We  also  found  that  a  hole  as  big  as  your  head  had 
been  made  by  the  lightning  in  the  hcadboarJ  of  her  bed, 
and  the  damage  elsewhere  was  serious. 

Her  watch  was  thrown  across  the  room,  and  her  bead- 
chain  burned  to  a  cinder.  If  my  brother  had  not  wake<l 
his  mother  up  she  would  not  have  sat  up  in  bed,  and 
would  have  been  killed.  Do  you  not  think  it  was  a  nar- 
row escape? 


THE   GOLDFISH'S    HOPE. 

i!V  mak(;i;f,kitk  m.   iiii.i.kkv  (agk  14). 

( //  'inner  of  former  prizes. ) 

Said  a  s|)arkling  goldfish  to  a  trout, 

.As  they  swam  in  the  water  blue, 
I  often  wish  that  my  golden  scales 

Were  of  quite  a  diflerent  hue. 

I  used  to  wonder,  when  I  was  young. 

Why  fishes  were  not  alike: 
Why  the  shad  and  tlie  whale  were  not  the  same, 

And  the  salmon  and  smelt  and  pike. 

But  now  I  am  glad  we  are  as  we  are ; 

For  if  we  were  all  the  same 
1  would  not  aspire  to  a  different  form 

Or  a  vastly  different  name. 

But  still  I  have  hopes  that  I  may  grow 

To  a  whale,  as  the  years  roll  by ; 
I  do  not  know  how  they  act  or  live, 

But  certainly  I  could  try." 


A    C111LL^     NKJll  I  . 


.  1  M)l  11.    1; 


MIIKGAN,    AGE    1 7. 


"  My  friend,"  said  the  trout,  with  a  solemn  air, 
"  Just  listen  to  what  I  say. 
\'f)U  'd  better  become  a  good  goldfish 
Than  a  very  poor  whale  some  day." 

MV    .NARROW    E.SCAPE. 

liY    SARAH    DAVIS    (AGE    1 3). 

One  Sunday  in  May  my  cousin  and  I  started  after 
dogwood.  We  wire  accustomed  to  go  on  tramps  of  this 
kind. 

The  place  where  we  went  after  our  flowers  was 
owned  by  an  old  man  who  was  very  choice  of  his"  botany- 
trees,"  as  he  called  the  dogwood-trees. 

He  would  let  nobody  take  any  dogwood  if  he  could 
hel]i  it,  and,  to  impress  people  with  this  idea,  he  often 
appeared  with  his  gun  and  made  threats  of  a  serious 
nature. 

On  this  particular  day  we  tied  our  horse  to  a  fence  at 
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■'  A    CHILLY    DAY.  BY    NAI'ALlli    BIRD    KI.MBER,    AGE    17. 

a  little  distance  from  his  house,  so  that  he  could  not  see 
our  horse  and  untie  him. 

We  reached  the  place  where  the  dogwood  grows  with- 
out heingseen  ;  and  Marguerite,  my  cousin,  had  climbed 
the  tree,  and  was  getting  down  quite  a  l)it  of  dogwood. 
This  lay  on  the  ground,  and  very  soon  an 
old  cow  saw  it,  and  thought  that  she  would 
like  to  taste  some ;  so  she  came  up  and  be- 
gan eating  the  blossoms,  while  I  began 
throwing  sticks  at  her.  Unfortunately  for 
us,  she  had  a  bell  on,  and  as  she  ran  away 
this  began  to  jingle.  Soon  we  heard  the 
barking  of  a  dog,  and  the  old  farmer 
telling  us  to  get  out  of  his  Ijotany-trees. 

We  were  now  thoroughly  fright- 
ened, and  picked  up  our  dogwood  and 
ran  behind  some  pine-trees  which  had 
lately  been  cut  down.  From  here  we 
had  a  good  view  of  the  old  farmer, 
who   had   started   back  to   his   house. 

Now  that  he  had  his  back  turned  we  thought  it  was 
lime  to  make  our  departure,  for  we  were  afraid  he  miglit 
get  his  gun.  We  picked  up  our  dogwood  and  started  to 
run. 

We  had  gone  but  a  little  distance  when  we  came 
to  a  stream  which  ran  through  the  place.  This  was 
filled  with  tree-trunks,  logs,  and  boards.  We  crossed 
over  on  these,  and  made  our  escape  without  getting  our 
feet  wet,  and  soon  reached  our  horse.  We  found  that 
we  had  all  our  dogwood,  and  we  were  not  much  the 
worse  for  our  sudden  departure. 

We  still  think  we  had  quite  a  narrow  escape  ;  liut  often 
enjoy  a  good  laugh  when  we  think  how  excited  the  good 
old  man  became  at  the  prospect  of  injury  to  his  botany- 
trees. 

THE    BEST    HOPE. 

HY    M.XBEL    STARK    (AGE    I4). 

'T  WAS  the  night  before  St.  Patrick's  day. 

They  sat  by  the  fireside,  cheery  and  gay. 
"  Now,"  said  papa,  "  you  children  may 

All  have  a  wish  for  St.  Patrick's  day." 
"  I  wish,"  said  Alice,  "  a  book  like  Kate's." 
"  I  wish,"  said  John,  "  for  a  pair  of  skates." 
"  I  hope,"  said  Hal,  "  for  a  brand-new  sled." 
"  I  want  a  top,"  said  little  Ned. 


FROM  LIFE. "       BV  LOULOU  SLOfeT  VAN 
OLDRUITENBORGH,    AGE    15. 


"  Now  all  have  wished  but  little  May. 

What  does  she  want  for  St.  Patrick's  day?  " 
Then  up  spoke  May,  in  a  voice  so  clear: 

"  I  hope  for  Sr.  Nick  for  a  whole  long  year!" 

St.  Patrick's  day  dawned  clear  and  bright ; 
All  had  their  wishes  before  't  was  night. 
But  mama  and  papa  and  all  the  rest 
Soon  agreed  that  May's  hope  was  best. 

MV   NARROW   ESCAPE. 

BY    GRACE    L.    HOLLAMAN    (ACE    I3). 

As  so  many  children  will  write  about  being  burned 
and  falling  and  cutting  themselves,  I  chose  an  odd  kind 
of  experience  that  happened  to  myself  three  years  ago. 
It  is  known  in  the  household  as  "The  Time  I  got  Stuck 
in  the  Elevator."  One  day  I  persuaded  my  aunt  to  take 
me  to  a  certain  large  building.  We  were  walking  on 
the  fourth  floor,  and  coming  to  the  stairs,  we  decided  to 
go  down  to  the  second  floor.  Just  then  we  saw  the  ele- 
vator descending  to  the  fourth  floor.  We  instantly 
stepped  in  the  elevator,  which  was  like  any  ordinary  one. 
It  started  down  to  the  third  floor  and  stopped  there,  a 
lady  getting  off^.  When  it  was  half-way  between  the 
seccmd  and  third  floors  it  stopped,  and  all  the  elevator- 
boy's  efforts  to  move  it  were  useless.  Here  was  a 
dilemma!  There  were  five  people  in  the  elevator  be- 
sides the  elevator-boy — an  old  lady,  two  school-boys, 
my  aunt,  and  myself.  W^e  had  been  standing  up  for 
quite  a  while,  and  were  very  tired,  the  only  seat  being 
occupied  by  the  old  lady.  Finally  we  had  an  elec- 
tric shock  which  threw  us  all  off  our  feet.  W'e  had 
hardly  recovered  when  suddenly  the  elevator  shot 
down  through  the  shaft  to  the  same  position, 
only  between  the  first  and  second  floors.  Now 
we  were  frightened  in  earnest.  The  boys, 
who  had  before  this  regarded  the  whole 
thing  as  a  joke,  now  became  serious  ; 
the  old  lady  fainted ;  and  the  elevator- 
boy  stood  half  dazed,  never  hearing  the 
orders  they  shouted  to  him.  I  did  not 
realize  the  danger  of  the  position,  but 
my  aunt  was  very  nervous. 

Soon  a  man  came  up  on  a  ladder 
and  spoke  through  the  wires  of  the  elevator  to  us.  He 
said:  "I  am  going  to  take  the  side  of  the  elevator 
down,  and  you  can  come  out  on  the  ladder.  You  can 
all  help  me  by  being  very  quiet." 


FROM    LIKE.  BY    WILLIAM    BERGKN,    AGE    lO. 
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Soon  the  side  was  taken  clown,  and  we  climbed  down 
amid  a  crowd  of  people.  The  men  started  to  repair  the 
machinery,  but  they  no  sooner  touclied  it  than  the  ele- 
vator fell  with  a  loud  crash  to  the 
bottom  of  the  shaft.  The  people 
shuddered  as  they  thoujjht  of  what 
woulil  have  happened  if  we  had  not 
been  rescued  so  ]irom]itly.  I  did 
not  realize  how  near  to  ileath  I  had 
been  that  day. 

HKSSIE'S    HOPES. 

I:V    MAKl.AKKT    STK.VI.NS  (AC.K   IO). 

Uessik  hoped  to  win  a  prize,— 

A  gold  badge  or  some  money, — 
And  so  she  wrote  a  little  poem 

About  her  rabbit  liunny. 
Well,  when  the  next  Si.  Nicholas 
came, 

With  pleasure  she  did  look 
Slowly  and  with  carefulness 

O'er  the  pages  of  that  book. 

Then,  turning  over  to  the  League, 

The  prize-list  she  did  spy  ; 
I?ut  pretty  soon  she  found  that  she 

Had  raised  her  hopes  too  high. 
I5ut  every  month  this  little  girl 

.\  victory  had  gained. 
And  finally  she  found  that  she 

A  gold  badge  had  obtained. 

MY   NARROW   ESCAPE. 

BY   ADELE  J.  CON.VELLY  (AGE  1 5). 

The  deepening  twilight  of  a  cold 
winter  evening  saw  a  young  girl 
reading  that  most  interesting  of 
magazines— St.  Nicholas.  She 
was  bent  eagerly  over  the  pages  of 
the  League  department.    When  she 

had  finished  her  first  thought  was,  "  Now  I  must  look 
for  the  ne.xt  prose  subject  in  the  prize  competition,"  and 
she  read:  "  Prose.  Story,  article,  or  play  of  not  more 
than  four  hundred  words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  de- 
sired, with  not  more  than  two  drawings.  Suliject, 
'  My  Narrow  Escape.'      May  be  humorous  or  serious." 


FROM    LIFE.  BY    HAZEL   MAY    MATTHEWS, 

AGE    12.       (GOLD    BADGE.) 


In  reading  this  paragrajih  over  quickly  she  had  left  out 
[lie  most  important  ]>art  :  "  And  must  be  a  true  story." 
"  iliat  subject  just  fits  in  with  a  story  I  was  think- 
ing up  last  evening,"  she  thougiit ; 
and  then  she  proceeded  to  write  a 
fine  little  story.  "  I  hojie  that  this 
story  will  win  a  prize,  for  I  certaiidy 
hai'c  tried  hard,"  she  said  to  her- 
self. 

"  Does  it  say  to  contain  four 
hundred  or  four  hundred  and  fifty 
words,  I  wonder?"  And  so  say- 
ing, she  took  out  St.  Nicholas 
again,  and  read  over  the  same 
words  she  had  read  before,  but  this 
time  .^hc  did  not  omit  anything. 

"Why — why — horrors!"  was 
her  rather  incoherent  exclamation. 
"  It  says,  'and  must  be  a  /rz/j" story. ' 
What  shall  I  do?  Write  another 
story,  I  suppose." 

After  a  moment  or  two  of  think- 
ing she  exclaimed:  "And  I  Ml  write 
about  this  very  narrow  escape  I  've 
had  from  sending  an  w«true  story 
to  Si.  Nicholas!" 

HOPE. 

HY    .NEILL    COMPTON    WILSON 

(age  12). 

Little  filmy  tints  of  white  dot  the 

perfect  azure  sky, 
And  the  coming  spring  advances  as 

the  winter's  close  is  nigh. 

Here  and  there  is  snow  in  patches, 

but  the  coming  spring  is  near, 

And     the      flowers,     unmolested, 

change  this  wintry  atmosphere. 

For  months  the  skies  were  cheer 

less,   but   the  winter's   life  is 

through, 

.\nd  the  scant  snow  is  reflected  in  a  firmament  of  blue. 
Fling  your  sorrows  to  the  breezes ;  why  be  sad  and  not 

be  gay? 
For  the  morrow  brings  spring  nearer  to  us  than  it   is 
to-day. 

A    NARROW    ESCAPE. 


'  FROM    LIFE."       BY   WILLIAM    J.    HENDF.RSON,    AGE    l6. 


liY    DAVID    MA    (;KEG0R    CHENEY    (AGE    I7). 

The  steel  rails  glimmered  away  into  the  hot  sun- 
light until  they  seemed  to  meet.  The  ashes  and 
pebbles  between  the  sleepers  glowed  and  glittered 
in  the  fierce  noon. 

Down   where   the  dusty    turnpike   crossed    the 

tracks,   two  small   boys  played  together,   heajiing 

_■■— ^       ihe  dust    into   piles,   or   digging   into   its   depths. 

>^'    They  were   the   only  ones   among  the  few   about 

-  who  did  not  appear  afTected  by  the  heat. 

^    "^         Suddenly  a  shrill  whistle  smote  the  ear.      A  man 

came  out  of  his   little    roundhouse  with  a  yellow 

Hag,  and  commenced  waving  it  to  and  fro,  and  an 

increasing  roar  told  of  a  coming  train. 

The  engine  swung  into  sight  in  the  distance  in  a 
cloud  of  dark  smoke.  The  little  boys  left  off  their 
play  and  watched  the  coming  train  with  interest. 
They  were  evidently  disputing  about  something. 
As  the  train  drew  nearer,  it  slackened  speed  con- 
siderably. Suddenly  one  little  fellow  darted  out 
across  the  track,  and  reaching  the  other  side  in 
(SILVER  BADGE.)  safcty,  shouted  lustily  at  his  companion  : 
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"Stumped!      Stumped!" 

Althoujjh  the  train  was  dangerously  near,  our 
other  small  friend  was  undaunted.  lie  made  a 
wild  dash  for  the  crossint;. 

The  great  engine  swung  up  just  as  the  boy 
made  his  dash,  and  the  cow-catcher,  picking  him 
up,  hurled  him  high  into  the  air  and  caught  him 
again!  There  he  lay  unconscious,  while  the 
train  dashed  on.  The  engineer  stopped  his 
iron  horse,  and  leaping  out,  ran  to  the  cow- 
catcher. The  small  urchin  had  recovered  his 
senses,  and  was  in  the  act  of  clambering  down. 

Although  terribly  shaken  up  and  crying  from 
fright  and  bruises,  he  was  not  injurecl  l)adly  in 
any  way.  For  some  time  he  was  the  hero  of 
his  small  companions. 

HOLE. 

BY    MATTIE    ANDERSON    (AGE    I4). 

Hon-:  is  an  angel  good  and  kind 
\Vho  comes  to  help  souls  in  despair. 

Softly  around  her  shoulders  falls 
A  streaming  mass  of  golden  liair. 

And  in  her  lovely  eyes  of  blue 
Tiie're  is  a  look  of  joy  and  peace, 

And  on  her  head  a  single  star ; 
Oh,  may  her  power  never  cease! 

"  Take  heart,"  she  says,  "  and  sigh  no  more; 
Your  sorrows  may  be  at  an  end, 
And  all  may  turn  out  to  be  well ; 

So  waste  no  time  in  fretting,  friend." 


A    NARROW    ESC  ALE. 

BY    ZENOBIA    CAMPRUBI    AYMAR    (AGE    I4). 

During  the  second  Carlist  war  the  volunteers  who 

fought  for  the  gov- 
ernment were  com- 
manded by  military 
men.  My  uncle, 
who  was  then  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, vol- 
unteered to  take  the 
command  of  the 
"  Voluntaiios  Cata- 


"  FROM    LIFE."       BY    ALLISON    MORE,    AGE    I3. 


"from    life."      by    miles    S.    gates,    age    12. 

knowing  the  risk  he  ran  ;  for  the  Carlists  had  no  mercy 
on  volunteers,  much  less  on  their  commanders,  and  he 
knew  that  he  would  be  killed  if  they  captured  him.  He 
arrived  safely  at  Gerona,  however,  and  set  about  dis- 
charging his  duty. 

Some  time  after  this  my  uncle  made  his  mother  and 
wife  a  flying  visit.  On  his  way  back  to  Gerona,  the 
train  on  board  which  he  was  a  passenger  came  to  a  sud- 
den stop  where  there  was  no  station,  and  LTncle  Felix, 
leaning  anxiously  out  of  the  window,  saw  a  group  of  men 
gathered  about  the  first  passenger-car.  By  their  boiiias 
(round  caps  worn  by  the  Basques)  he  knew  them  to  be 
Carlists.  One  of  the  men  entered  the  car  in  which  my 
uncle  sat,  and  proceeded  to  read  the  passengers'  ceditlas 
(a  kind  of  passport),  which  he  did  with  much  difficulty. 
Uncle  Felix  was  quick  to  see  his  opportunity  and  take 
advantage  of  it. 

"  I  see  you  cannot  read  well,"  he  said.  "  Can  I  not 
help  you?  " 

The  man  gladly  accepted,  and  when  together  they  had 
looked  over  all  the  cedulas,  the  Carlist  employee  reported 
that  the  passengers  were  all  right,  for  it  never  occurred 
to  him  that  the  agreeable  young  man  who  had  so  kindly 
helped  him  in  his  work  could  be  an  officer  in  the  hostile 
army,  and  therefore  did  not  ask  him  for  his  cedula. 

When,  the  war  over,  Uncle  Felix  got  home  again,  his 
wife's  kiss  of  welcome  seemed  all  the  sweeter  just  be- 
cause he  did  not  miss  it  through  the  narrowest  of  narrow 
escapes. 

KAUILANI'S    LIOLES. 

I'.Y    ETHELINDA    SCHAEP'ER    (AGE    I5). 

(See  Letter.) 

Like  lily  bent  by  heavy  rains, 
Resigned,  she  bore  her  fate; 
A  queen  of  patient  sufferers, 
-^  \a  Though  not  a  queen  in  state. 

She  faded  as  a  blossom  fades 
When  scorched  by  midday  sun  ; 

The  last  of  our  Hawaiian  queens  — 
And  mourned  by  every  one! 

.She  lies,  bedewed  with  many  tears. 
The  maid  of  Ainahou. 

And    proudly    floats    the    Stars    and 
Stripes 
From  castle  turret  now. 


Sr.     N'lCilOl.AS     I.KAGUK 


THE   ROLL  OF   HONOR. 


A  LIST  of  those  whose  work  has  been  found  worthy 
uf  honorable  mention  and  encouragement. 


VKRSK 

Met..  Walthcr 
James  J.  Macumber 
l.leani'r  Cliflun 
John  Hall,   I r. 
Walter  S.  Underwood 
Catherine  Lee  Carter 
Doris  Francklyn 
Adelc  (jutnian 
Katherinc  B;»stedo 
Kleanor  Holmes  Hinckley 
Ward  llrecnc 
Adah  A.  Kaniberger 
Kathleen  Martha  Robinson 
K.  P.  Warner 
Walter  Harvey 
Edwina  L    I'opc 
l.ouis  F.  May 

{oseph  O'Conncr 
I.  I^etitin  Stockett 
Hilda  Rose  Carson 
Florence  M.  Main 
Kessie  B.  Humphrey 
Mary  C.  Mctherell 
Henry  W.  Gustin 
Anna  Campbell 
H.  A.  Miller,  Jr 
Muriel  Seeley 
Marguerite  Stuart 
Hazel  Hyman 
Nannette  F.  Hamburger 
Louise  Sharp 
Edna  F.  Scligman 
Helen  AL  Collins 
Seelee  Mildred  Hood 
Archie  McMackui 
Ciladys  Dedman 
Edward  H.  Gilbert,  Jr. 
Ralph  Blackledge 
Elinor  Furbcr 
Robert  Shoemaker 
Marcia  Louise  Webber 
Edith  Lewis  Lauer 

PROSE. 

Katherine  Burrell 
Miriam  Kramer 
Helen  E.  Seip 
Irene  Hogey 
Harlow  B.  Raymond 
Ruth  Kendall 
Gladys  Hullough 
Mildred  Carter 
Hayesel  Huston 
[{eatrice  Levi 

Douglas  H.  D.  Wooderson 
EUjward  B.  Hine 
Allan  Bacon,  Jr. 
Ruth  M.  Peters 
Kathleen  M.  Moore 
Willard  H.  Eaton 
Mabel  B.  Clark 
Virginia  Thomas 
Louis  D.  Edwards 
.Marjory  Anne  Harri'-on 
Ethel  Rispin 
Margarcthc  Frankel 
J.  Norris  Herinp 
Michael  Heidelbergcr 
Nannette  Huston 
Walter  E.  I).incink 
Louise  Reid  Bruce 
Myra  B.  Helmcr 
Mary  Davis 
Gordon  Burton  Smith 
John  Carl  Eckhardt 
R  -y  M.  Sterne 
Genevieve  Bosson 
Mabel  T.  Watson 
Fred  A.  Coates 
Exina  Weaver 
Anne  Louise  WrJKht 
Laura  Elizal>eth  Hadley 
Catherine  .NL  Neale 
Ernestine  McKie 
John  Amos  King 

Vol.  XXIX.— 6o. 


James  R    .Maury,  Jr. 
I.ydia  E.   liuckncll 
\V  illiam  A.  Kemper 
Isabel  L'nderwood 
Caiinlle  Diiltosc 
I'auline  Coppdc  Duncan 
Florence  A.  Curtis 
Fred  K.  Taylor 
Alec  H.  Woolen 
Mollic  U.  Henderson 
Edwin  Whitmarsh 
Charles  Henry  Brady 
Louise  Richards 
Jesse  W.  Lilienthal 
Martha  E.  Sutherland 
Eileen  .\lcCurrie 
Nellie  ^L  Fleming 
C.  Arthur  Stewart 
Margaret  Ernest  Whitney 
Fern  L.  Patten 
Mary  P.  Parsons 
J.  Walter  Maxwell 
Florence  Gordon 

E.  Charles  Comerfoid 
Henry  Sokoliansky 
Laura  Dow 
Bessie  Schonwasser 
t  .'aryl  Greene 
.Alex  Pound 
.May  S.  Lilienthal 
Philip  S.  Suter 
Margaret  Taylor 
Mary  R.  Adam 
Irene  N.  Mack 
George  C.  W'right 
Eaton  Edwards 
Lois  Jordan  Bell 
Dorothy  Miner 
Dorothy  E.  Weber 
Katherine  Harlow 
John  Hancock  Arnett 
Arthur  J.  Mix 
Charles  Coffin 
Catherine  D.  Brown 
Maude  L.  King 
Lillian  A.  Parker 
-Xdeline  Kraus 
.Mary  K.  Turner 
Ethelyn  Russell 
Charlotte  Morrison 
Abby  P.  Morrison 
Thomas  A.  Cox,  Jr. 
Lester  F.  Babcock 
Kathleen  Burnett 
Alkn  W.  Murdock 
.Mice  Washburn 
Victor  B.  Smith 
Marjorie  Maynard 
Dorothy  Matthews 
Edna  Heller 

Ina  Thome 
Sarah  Prince  Thomas 
Elsie  Houghton 
.\nna  Dorothea  Tumbiill 
Lynn  Webster  Meekins 
Eleanor  Wilson 
John  Herschel  North 
George  Wharton  Pepper,  j  i 
Frances  Leone  Robin^o  i 
Betsy  W.  Dickson 
Mildred  R.  Cram 
Robert  W.  Hanimaft 
.Marguerite  Hope  Ford 

F.  Albert  .Aplin,  Jr. 

DRAWINGS. 

Charles  R.  Bragden 
Marcus  H.  Doll 
W.  C.  Wimsatt 
Pauline  Bancroft 
Helena  L.  Camp 
Elizabeth  A.  Gest 
Elizabeth  Chapin 
W.  B.  Huntly 
Tina  Gray 
T,.  Simmonds 
Louise  Hyman 


Ix:o])i>ld  (  ayard 
Herbert  Walker 
Hazel  Matthews 
Margaret  Reed 
I  sadore  Liebermann 
Calvin  Favonte 
Raydia  Squires 
Joshua  Brady 
Charlotte  Morton 
Mabel  Miller  Johns 
(Jeorge  H.  Henderson 
Fred  H.  Miner 
Roland  S.  Child 
Edward  ('..  Trego 
Helen  A.  Fleck 
Ruth  Sheriff 
Helen  K.  Stockton 
W.ilter  E.  Werner 
Harry  Barnes 
Isadore  FJouglas 
D.  M    Dexter 
Francis  W.  Loserc 
Helen  Ruff 
Mary  Hazeltine  Fcu>M.itl 


Virginia  Lyman 
Olive  Dikeman  ' 
William  <;.  Schaefcr 
I'essie  Barnes 
I  larrict  Park 
Irma  J.  Dieschcr 
S.'.rali  C  McDavitt 
1  fenry  Poor 
Beth  Howard 
Beatrice  Spencer 
Paul  Slus.ser 
Sally  W.  Palmer 
Melton  R.  <  )wcn 
F.ditli  G.  Daggett 
Manuela  von   Herigoyen 
Marion  K.  Cobb 
Kathleen  Veitch 
Helen  B.  Sharp 
Isabel  Hill  ton 
Richard  Myers 
Charles  Houlton 
Clarkson  Peiin  Miller 
James  H.  Daiigherty 
llarry  McNeight 
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Ross  Gordon  Monigo. 
Martha  Washburn 
Elva  Woodson 
Rhoda  v..  Gunnison 
Margaret  Winthrop  IV- 
Mildred  P2astey 
Felix  Nicola  Gayton 
Hilda  Warren 
Violet  ^L  Packenhani 
.Mice  Kiggs  Colgate 
Marjorie  W.  Faunce 
V.6n6  Piperoux 
Roberta  Colgate 
Winifred  B.  Warren 
F.lizabeth  Otis 
Carol  H.  Bradley 
Floyd   Luml>cr 
Lucile  Mellen 
Dorothy  Winsliw 
Joseph  Kramer 
Edward  H.  Croll 
Will  M.  Laughlin 
lacob  Salzman 
Ralph  E.  Dyar 
Ethel  Dc  Ronde 
Katherine  E.  Foote 
Irving  A.  Nees 
Virginia  li.  Watson 
Alice  L.  Searlc 
W.  Gilbert  Sherman 


icry  Elizabeth  Fuller 

Margeret  Jane  Russell 

Ethel  Brand 

Helen  Murphy 
;k       Herbert  R.  Wallach 

Dorothy  Russell  I^w  is 

Delmar  G.  Cooke 

Mildred  G    Philhps 

Katherine  Forbes  Li'Mcll, 

Rudolph  Weber 

Bertha  Burrill 

.MIene  (Jates 

Margaret  A.  Dobson 

Julia  Kurtz 

Delia  F.  I  )ana 

Rayner  Straus 

Tack  Thompson 

Bertha  G.  Stone 


473 

.Sarah  H.  Atlicrlon 
Margaret  McKcon 
Esther  Dunwoody 
Jean  Challis  MacDuffie 
Virginia  Witmer 
Willie  J.  Reagan 
Susan  H.  Hinklcy 
Cyrus  McCormick 

Dorothy  ]  )ouglas 

Irving  Cavins,  Jr. 

A  lie  e  Fergu.soii  Lee 

Laurence  E.  Travers 

Curtis  Browne 

Charles  Pengra 

J.  E.  Fisher,  Jr. 

Islizabcth  Cooper 

Elizaljcth  White 

Willis  Ware 

(irace  R.  Jones 

Henry  Emerson  Tuttle 

Mildred  Newcomb  Wilson 

Arthur  C.  Hoppiii 

Jean  M.  Batthelor 

Ava  Meroc  Qtiigley 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Harold  V.  .Smith 
Henrietta  Jacob 
Agnes  H.  Musser 
Ellen  Dunwoody 
Alice  Bushnell 
Samuel  A.  Eliot 
Louis  F.  Doring 
Fred  Swigert 
Maxwell  F.  Lawton 
Philip  S.  Ordway 
Marion  Faulkner 
Roger  F.  Gardiner 
Susie  H.  Wilkes 
Judith  Wilkes 
James  M.  Shaw 
Florence  Mildred  Caldwell 
Sherman  Charles 
Helen  Irving  Phillips 
Romainc  Hoit 
Cyril  Brayn  Andrews 
Jerome  Davis 
Clyde  Maynard 
Charles  W.  Saxe 
Anna  B.  McFadon 
Edith  Emerson 
Ben  Butler 
Rosamond  Sergeant 
Isabel  H.  Noble 
Martin  Smith 
Arthur  Barrett 
J.  Chester  Bradley 
r.  K.  Whipple 
Katherine  Ordway 
Eugene  White,  Jr. 

PUZZLES. 

Ethel  Carleton  Williams 
Marion  H.  Tuthill 
Maurice  Elliott 
Marion  W.  Pond 
Elsie  Fisher  Steinheime 
William  Ellis  Keysor 
F.dith  Guggenhime 
Herbert  .Schroeder 
Rowland  H.  Rosekcliy 
Gretchen   Fraiike 
Fdmund  Schroeder 
Helen  Frith 
Josephine  Godillot 
Edward  T.  Hills 
William  Sturgeon 
Irla  Zimmerman 


CHAPTERS. 

The  new  competition,  for  chapters  only,  has  awak- 
ened a  lively  interest  in  chapter  organization.  This 
is  a  good  result,  for  in  the  formation  of  chapters  and 
in  working  together  members  will  find  the  greater  ben- 
efits of  the  League. 

Chapter  38  reports  reorganization  and  new  officers. 
Meetings  twice  a  month  at  members'  houses.  Dues, 
ten  cents.  "  We  read  or  show  our  contnbutions  for 
the  next  competition." 
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Chapter  128  reports  new  members,  and  calls  for  twelve  new  badges. 
"  We  nope  to  do  grent  things  this  year,  and  also  to  get  mention  in 
the  l^e.-jgue." 

No.  263  gave  a  fine  Hallowe'en  party,  beginning  at  7:30  and  last- 
ing until  12:20 —  "  A  most  delightful  evening." 

No   3i5  calls  for  hve  new  badges. 

No.  34)  reports  four  new  menibers. 

No.  j68  calls  for  twenty  new  badges.  "  At  first  our  way  was 
cloudy  ;  now  it  is  all  blue  sky." 

N  1.  370  reports  prosperity.  This  chapter  publishes  a  monthly 
magazine  called  "  The  Oriole's  Feather."  "  We  think  the  League 
more  fun  than  enough." 

No.  4  x>  calls  for  eight  new  badges.  "  Our  chapter  Ls  increasing 
very  rapidly." 

NEW  CHAPTERS. 

No.  405.  "Rhododendron  Club"  Lucy  Cook,  President ; 
Mary  Atkinson,  Secretary  :  five  members.  Address,  504  N. 
D  St  ,  Tacoma,  Wash.  Motto:  "Diligence  is  the  mother 
of  Good  Luck."  Meetings  twice  a  month;  visitors  cordially 
invited.     No.  405  has  excellent  rules.  

No.  406.  Edith  Duttou,  President:  Robert  Crosby,  Secre- 
tary ;  thirteen  members.     Address,  East  Dummerston,  Vt 

No.  407.  "School  Helpers."  Lillian  Parker,  President; 
Ethelyn  Russell,  Secretary;  twenty-five  members.  Address, 
Harvard,  Mass 

No.  408.    John  Hall,  President;  Charles  Glasgow,  Secre- 
tary; three  members.   Address,  4058  Morgan  St.,  St.  Louis,     t'l      A 
Mo. 

No.  409.  "  D.  S.  A."  Justin  Smith,  President;  Beatrice 
Doolittle,  Secretary';  fourteen  members.  Address,  Detroit 
School  of  Art,  271  Woodward  Ave.,  Detroit,  Mich. 

No.  410.  "Asquam  Chapter."  Addison  Blake,  President; 
Ro>;er  Hoar,  Secretary ;  eight  members.  Address,  Asquam  Farm, 
Holderness,  N.  H.  "  We  are  all  boarding  on  a  farm  together.  Our 
president  has  already  won  a  gold  badge." 

No.  411.  "  F.  W.  J."  Silma  Matson,  Secretary;  si.v  members. 
Address,  113  S.  Carroll  St.,  Madison,  Wis.  Chapter  name  a  secret. 
Colors,  iight  blue  and  white.     Dues,  one  cent  a  week. 

No.  412.  "Willamette."  Kenneth  McAlpin,  President ;  Jimmy 
Bain,  Secretary;  six  members.     Address,  241  6th  St.,  Portland,  Ore. 

No.  413.  Philip  Crovat,  President ;  Harold  Dowling,  Secretary' ; 
four  members.  Address,  114  W.  48th  St.,  New  York  City.  "We 
meet  every  two  weeks  and  read  St.  Nicholas." 

No.  414.  "  Sl  Nicholas  League  Club."  Alice  Moore,  President; 
Lydia  Nibhck,  Secretary ;  seven  members.  Address,  Kiraber  Hall, 
Kenosha,  Wis. 

No.    415.      "Happy-go-lucky."      Marguerite   Aspinwall,    Presi- 
dent:  Margaret  Rickey,  Secretary;  six 
)      ^^^^~-  members.     Address,   354    W.    21st   St., 
New  York  City. 

No.  416.  John  Muti,  Presi- 
dent ;  Sara  C.  Van  de  Carr,  Sec- 
retary :  thirty-two  members.  Ad- 
dress, care  of  Loring  Reading 
Room,  North  Plymouth,  Mass. 


LEAGUE  NOTES  AND  LETTERS. 


A  LITTLE  girl  asks  if  Howard  Pyle  has  oflTered  a  scholarship  as  a 
League  prize.  He  has  not  done  that,  but  he  keeps  very  close  watch 
of  the  League,  and  is  likely  at  any  time  to  offer,  through  the  League 
editor,  a  scholarship  to  any  member  whos;  work  seems  promising. 
In  fact,  he  has  intimated  that  he  intends  to  do  this  very  thing.  His 
class  is  filled  for  this  year,  but  next  year  is  not  far  away. 

Another  little  girl  says  that  when  she  reads  her  own  stories  over, 
and  compares  them  with  those  we  use,  she  feels  quite  discouraged. 
That  is  a  good  sign,  but  she  must  n't  feel  so  discouraged  that  she 
does  n't  send  the  stories.  It  is  usually  the  one  who  feels  like  that 
who  wins  a  prize. 
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Karl  Beckwith  Smith  (age  11)  sends  a  picture  cf  an  engine,  with 
all  the  parts  numbered,  and  a  list  with  the  name  of  each  part.  It  is 
a  remaikable  piece  of  mechanical  drawing  for  a  little  boy,  and  shows 
careful  knowledge.  We  use  the  picture,  but  have  not  room  for  the 
list  of  parts. 

The  little  story,  "Jack's  Journey,"  in  December,  proved  to  be  an 
adaptation  of  another  story,  as  reported  by  various  members.  The 
silver  badge  awarded  was  not  sent.  The  editor  has  repeated  over 
and  over  the  folly  of  not  being  "  original,'  and  has  begged  that 
members  will  not  be  tempted  to  risk  copying.  Detection  is  sure, 
for  every  one  of  our  forty  thousand  members  is  watching  everything 
we  use.  It  is  easy  enough  to  deceive  the  editor,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  deceive  the  forty  thousand  bright  readers  of  the  League. 

Margaret  Bradshaw,  151  North  Professor  St.,  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
would  like  other  Oberlin  readers  to  help  her  form  a  chapter  in  that 
city. 

Miles  S.  Gates  wants  f)  know  if  sketching  from  life  may  mean 
also  from  still  life.  Yes  ;  in  art,  the  term  "  from  life"  is  generally 
used  to  mean  from  any  form  of  nature,  or  even  from  any  object  —  that 
is  to  say,  not  from  any  other  picture. 

The  following  letter  accompanied  the  tender  little  poem  on  Prin- 
cess Kauilani,  by  Ethelinda  Schaefer,  of  Honolulu.  The  letter  is  as 
interesting  as  the  poem  is  sympathetic  and  beautiful. 

Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  It  is  three  years  now — indeed,  almost  four  — 
since  Princess  Kauilani  died.  1  knew  her  personally,  as  she  lived 
with  her  father  at  no  great  distance  from  our  summer  home  at  Wai- 
kiki,  the  bathing-resort  of  Honolulu.  A  bright,  attractive  girl  she 
was,  and  ma^iy  were  the  friends  she  made.  Disappointment  at  the 
unexpected  fall  of  the  hopes  she  had  been  reared  to  expect  might  be 
said  to  have  broken  her  heart.  Ainahou  (i-na-how)  is  still  there,  and 
we  often  visit  it,  wandering  for  hours  under  groves  of  cocoa-palms, 
banyans,  and  other  tropical  trees.  A  beautiful  place  it  is,  the  home 
of  her  father  for  years  past ;  but  its  nmst  lovely  feature  is  gone,  and 
oh,  how  we  all  miss  it !  For  where  is  Kauilani,  the  charming  hostess 
of  Ainahou?  Ethelinda  Schaefer. 

33  Rue  d' Arches,  Li^ge,  Belgh'm. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  Really,  I  love  you,  and  especially  the 
League.  How  nice  and  interesting  it  is !  I  am  always  so  impa- 
tient to  get  you  every  month  !  I  wish  I  will  always  keep  you  in  this 
house  I  am  fifteen  years  old,  and  am  a  League  member.  Excuse 
my  faults;  1  say,  I  am  Belgian.  I  would  like  to  get  a  girl  friend  to 
correspond  with  me,  but  a  true,  nice  one,  to  write  veiy  long  letters, 
and  about  many  things.  I  don't  mind  where  she  lives,  and  would 
prefer  some  one  over  fifteen  years  old.  I  will  write  about  collectiors, 
music,  painting,  poetry,  or  what  else  art  — I  do  love  them  all ;  speak 
about  sport,  for  winter  and  summer;  about  Belgium,  if  it  interests  the 
correspondent.  Dora  Call  was  a  correspondent  of  me.  and  was  join- 
ing my  little  magazine,  but  suddenly  she  did  not  answer  to  my  letters, 
nor  send  anything  for  the  magazine  since  three  months.  I  would 
like  to  know  what  became  of  her.  If  she  still  reads  the  League,  she 
will  see  this,  and  I  hope  she  will  write  soon  and  accept  the  love  from 
an  ancient  friend.  Now,  good-by,  dear  St.  Nicholas. 
From  a  Belgian  reader  and  member, 

LoiLOU  Slo^t  van  Oldrlitenborgh. 
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Other  appreciative  and  interesting  letters  have  been  received  from 
NeUie  Jounson  Lefford,  Walker  iMallani  Kllis,  Philip  Averj-  Swords, 
Anna  L.  James,  Willie  Uermon,  Doris  Fraiicklyn,  Abby  P.  Morri- 
son, Jessie  H.  Angcll,  Isadore  Douglas,  Percy  M.  Houton,  Kaltie- 
nnc  it.  Watson,  M.  \V.  Johnston,  Mar>'  H.  Hazard,  Mrs.  J.  F. 
Wall,  Ora  M.  Sterry,  Claudia  Stella  Blount,  Hester  Beaumont, 
.\dele  J.  Connelly,  Lalite  Willcox,  and  with  picture,  stories,  etc., 
that  were  not  suitable  for  publication,  Rebecca  J.  Chaney,  Nelson 
F.  Newman,  Howard  Robmson,  Walter  S(iuires,  Mary  E.  .Mott, 
and  Jean  France. 

COMPETITIONS. 

THE  NEW   COMPETITION  CLOSES   MARCH  31. 

PRIZES    FOR   THE    DEST    CHAPTER    feNTERTAINMENTS. 

To  encourage  chapter  formation  and  further  to  promote  the  aims 
and  purpose  of  the  St.  Nicholas  League  the  following  prize  offers 
.ire  made  to  chapters  already  formed,  and  to  those  that  may  form  in 
time  to  take  part  in  the  competition. 

To  the  chapter  that  in  February  or  March*  of  the  present  year  shall 
give  the  most  successful  public  entertainment,  and  devote  the  net 
proceeds  to  the  best  use,  fifty  dollars'  worth  of  books,  to  be  selected 
from  The  Century  Co.'s  latest  published  catalogue,  which  will  be 
sent  free  on  application. 

To  the  chapter  ranking  second,  as  above,  twenty-five  dollars' 
worth  of  Century  publications. 

To  the  chapter  ranking  third,  fifteen  dollars'  worth. 

To  the  chapter  rankmg  fourth,  ten  dollars'  worth. 

RULES    FOR    THIS    COMPETITION. 

1.  The  entertainment  may  be  of  any  sort,  provided  that  a  major- 
ity of  the  features  are  selected  from  the  St.  Nicholas  magazine. 

2.  "The  most  successful  entertainment"  shall  be  understood  to 
mean  the  entertiinment  realizing  the  largest  net  proceeds  after  legiti- 
mate expenses  have  been  deducted. 

3.  Ihe  "best  u.se  "  shall  be  understood  to  mean  that  most  in 
accordance  with  the  St.  Nicholas  League  aims  and  purpose,  and  it 
may  be  educational,  charitable,  patriotic,  or  humane,  or  for  the  best 
advancement  of  the  League  itself  as  represented  by  the  chapter 
giving  the  entertainment.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  sum  realized 
be  all  devoted  to  one  purpose.  The  matter  is  left  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  each  chapter,  and  a  full  report  must  be  made  to  the  League 
editor  by  the  chapter  president  and  secretary,  and  indorsed  as  cor- 
rect by  those  to  whom  the  money  has  been  paid. 

4.  In  all  public  announcements  of  the  entertainment,  and  upon  the 
printed  programme,  the  chapter  number  and  the  name  of  the  League 
must  appear,  as  per  followmg  example : 

Given  by  the  St.  Nicholas  League, 

Chapt' r  No. , 

Of  (Town),  (State). 
If  the  chapter  has  a  name,  the  name  should  also  appear. 

5.  Whenever  practicable,  it  shall  he  allowable  for  chapters  to  ob- 
tain free  use  of  hall,  accessories,  costumes,  and  any  other  form  of 
contribution  possible,  in  order  to  swell  their  net  proceeds  —  in  fact,  to 
make  any  honest  effort  to  reduce  the  expenses  of  giving  the  enter- 
L'linment. 

6.  Where  a  dramatic  entertainment  is  lobe  civen  the  St.  Nicholas 
league  will,  «/c«  application  signed  by  chapter  president  and  sec- 
retary, send,  postpaid,  ''The  Book  of  St.  Nicholas  Plays,"  from 
which  any  play  may  be  selected,  said  book  to  remain  the  property 
of  the  League  for  use  in  future  entertainments,  and  must  be  returned 
care  of  The  Century  Co.  when  the  entertainment  is  over. 

7.  The  report  of  each  entertainment,  with  a  copy  of  its  programme, 
must  be  received  by  the  League  editor  on  or  before  March  31. 
The  awards  will  be  announced  in  the  League  department  for  June. 

REMARKS. 

This  competition  ought  to  result  in  a  great  deal  of  good  for  every- 
body.    Whether  the  entertainment  be  dramatic,  musical,  recitative, 

•  By  an  error,  this  line  in  the  February  Iseue  wm  made  to  read 
"  March  and  AprlL" 


a  fair,  or  a  combination  of  all,  it  cannot  fail  to  result  in  much  whole- 
some interest  and  pleasure,  while  the  fund  obtained,  whether  small 
or  large,  whether  it  obtains  a  prize  or  not,  will  be  of  benefit  to  what- 
ever good  purpose  it  be  applied. 

Do  not  let  the  fact  that  you  live  in  a  small  town,  or  even  in  the 
country,  discourage  you  in  the  undertaking.  Many  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful and  profitable  chapter  entertainments  given  heretofore  have 
been  those  given  in  small  vill.iges.  Wherever  tlicre  is  a  school  there 
is  a  place  for  a  chapter  and  a  chapter  entertainment.  Badges  and 
instruction  leaflets  will  be  sent  upon  request  to  all  desiring  to  join 
the  League  and  to  organize  chapters.  It  is  not  necessary  to  be  a 
subscriber,  but  only  a  reader  of  the  magazine,  to  belong  to  the  League. 

NOTICE   TO    SECKETARIES. 

As  a  matter  of  convenience,  the  secretary  of  each  chapter  should 
be  authorized  to  receive  subscriptions  from  any  one  desiring  to  sub- 
scribe for  St.  Nicholas,  and  the  publishers  have  agreed  to  allow 
a  liberal  commission  on  each  neiu  subscription  so  received,  the 
amount  to  he  placed  to  the  chapter's  credit  and  remitted  to  the  said 
chapter  when  it  si  all  aggregate  $5.00.  Chapters  may  accumulate 
a  good  fund  in  this  way,  and  while  an  entertainment  is  in  prog- 
ress a  number  of  subscriptions  should  easily  be  obtained. 

REGULAR   PRIZE  COMPETITION   No.  30. 

The  St.  Nicholas  I.eague  awards  gold  and  silver  badges  each 
month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings,  photographs,  puzzles, 
and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Special  Cash  Prize.  To  any  League  member  who  has  won 
a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achievements,  and  shall 
again  win  first  place,  a  cash  prize  q/Jive  dollars  will  be  awarded, 
instead  0/ another  gold  badge. 

Competition  No.  30  will  close  February  zo  (for  foreign  members 
February  25).  The  awards  will  be  announced  and  prize  contribu- 
tions published  in  St.  Nicholas  for  June. 

Vrkse.  To  contain  not  more  than  twenty-four  lines,  and  may  be 
illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two  drawings  or  photo- 
graphs by  the  author.     Subject,  "In  June-time." 

Prose.  Story,  article,  or  play  of  not  more  than  four  hundred 
words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two 
drawings  by  the  author.  Subject,  "  When  Fields  are  Green."  May 
be  humorous  or  serious. 

Photograph.  Any  size,  mounted  or  unmounted,  but  no  blue 
prints  or  negatives.     Subject,  "VVindy  Days." 

Drawing.  India  ink,  very  black  writing-ink,  or  wash  (not  color). 
Subject,  "June  Days." 

Puzzle.  Any  sort,  the  answer  to  contain  some  word  or  words 
relating  to  the  season. 

Puzzle-answers.  Best,  neatest,  and  most  complete  set  of  an- 
swers to  puzzles  in  this  issue  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photograph.  To  encourage  the  pursu- 
ing of  game  with  a  camera  instead  of  a  gun.  For  the  best  photo- 
graph of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken  in  its  natural  Iwvie :  First 
Prize,  five  dollars  and  League  gold  badge.  Second  Prize,  three 
dollars  and  League  gold  badge.  Third  Prize,  League  gold  badge. 

ADVERTISING  COMPETITION  No.  10. 
A  report  of  this  competition  with  a  list  of  prize-winners  will  be 
found  <m  one  of  the  advertising  pages.     Also  new  announcements. 

RULES   FOR   REGULAR 
COMPETITIONS. 
Every  contribution  must  bear  the  na 
age,  and  address  of  the  sender,  and  be  sig 
as  "original  "by  parent,  teacher,  or  gi 
dian,  ivho  must  be  con7iinced  beyond 
that  the  contribution  is  not  copied, 
but  wholly  the  work  of  ihe  sender. 
If  prose,  the  number  of  words  should 
also  be   added.     These  things  must 
not  be  on  a  separate  sheet,  but^«  the 
contribution  itself—  if  a  manuscript, 
on  the  upper  margin  ;  if  a  picture,  on 
the  margin  or  back.     Write  or  draw 
on   one  side  0/  the  paper  only. 
A  contributor  may  send  but  one     ^ — ^ 
contribution   a   month  1^^ 

—  not     one     of    each  Lt^^ 

kind,  but  one  only. 
Members  are 
not  obliged 
to  contribute 
every  month. 
Address  all 
communica- 
tions: 

The  St. 

Nicholas 

League, 


Union  Sq  , 
New  York. 


"from    life."      by   .MARJORIK    NEWCOMB   WILSON, 
AGE   9. 


BOOKS    AND    READING. 


MAKING  WORDS         We  havc  SO  many  books 

INTO  PICTURES,  jq  ^ead  nowadays  that  we 
are  likely  to  spend  too  much  time  in  learning 
what  to  read,  and  to  neglect  a  matter  quite  as 
important  —  learning  how  to  read.  Not  long 
ago  Miss  Elizabeth  Armstrong,  of  Kentucky, 
wrote  to  an  educational  journal  pointing  out  a 
means  of  greatly  increasing  children's  pleasure 
in  reading.  She  told  how  a  class  of  children 
spent  a  year  reading  "  Evangeline,"  and  "  did 
not  seem  to  care  for  it."  Upon  questioning 
the  teacher,  she  learned  that  the  boys  and  girls 
"simply  read;  there  was  not  a  word  of  explana- 
tion ;  not  a  sign  of  questioning  to  develop  the 
author's  thought;  not  a  reference  to  the  beautiful 
word-pictures  with  which  the  poem  was  filled." 

So  read,  "  Evangeline "  was  dull ;  and  no 
wonder ! 

Do  our  boys  and  girls  know  how  to  read  ? 
Can  they  use  their  mind-pictures  to  illustrate 
stories  as  they  are  read  ?  Do  they  read  slowly 
enough  to  give  time  for  the  mental  images  to 
play  their  parts  ? 

Read  Tennyson's  "  Day  Dream,"  where  he 
tells  in  his  perfect  verse  the  story  of  "  The 
Sleeping  Beauty  "  —  that  most  beautiful  fairy- 
tale in  the  world.  When  you  come  to  the 
stanza  describing  the  magic  kiss  that  awakened 
the  Princess  from  her  hundred  years  of  sleep, 
see  whether  you  can  make  in  your  mind  the 
picture  of  the  scene  as  vivid  as  if  it  were  being 
acted  before  you.  Or,  when  the  Prince  is  com- 
ing to  the  palace,  try  whether  you  can  see  him : 

He  travels  far  from  other  skies ; 

His  mantle  glitters  on  the  rocks  — 
A  fairy  Prince,  with  joyful  eyes, 

And  lighter-footed  than  the  fox. 

If  you  learn  to  make  the  words  of  poems  and 
of  stories  into  pictures  you  will  find  that  the 
best  writers  help  you  to  make  the  best  pictures, 
and  that  poorer  writers  bother  you  by  leaving 
out  what  you  need  to  know  or  by  telling  you 
many  things  of  no  importance.  Often  you  can 
build  from  a  few  words  a  complete  scene ;  or. 


again,  you  will  find  in  a  multitude  of  words 
no  power  of  image-making.  Do  not  be  sat- 
isfied until  you  have  learned  to  put  into  your 
mind-picture  all  that  belongs  there. 

The  principal  of  a  train- 
OLD  FAVORITES     ing-school   fot  teachcrs  is 

FORGOTTEN.  ^     ,  ■         ..u    ^ 

reported  as  saying  that : 

It  is  amazing  how  incomplete,  rudimentary,  I  might 
say,  is  the  knowledge  of  many,  yes,  the  great  majority, 
of  our  high-scliool  graduates  of  the  great  writers  of  the 
English  language.  They  know  little  or  nothing  of  them 
save  their  names. 

Shakspere,  for  instance,  suggests  to  many  I  have  met 
nothing  but  a  name.  They  have  heard  about "  Hamlet  " 
or  "Macbeth"  or  the  "Midsummer  Night's  Dream." 
They  have  never  read  them.  And  it  is  the  same  with 
other  authors. 

I  am  afraid  our  young  people  do  not  read  as  much  as 
their  fathers  and  mothers  did,  or  else  that  their  reading 
is  not  so  good.  Our  old  friends  of  boyhood  are  almost 
unknown  in  this  generation.  Robinson  Crusoe,  Sinbad 
the  Sailor,  AH  Baba,  and  all  that  group,  which  were  part 
of  the  lives  of  the  boys  and  girls  of  a  generation  or  so 
ago,  are  now  all  but  forgotten  —  mere  names  again. 

We  should  be  surprised  if  this  statement 
were  true  of  our  own  readers.  Is  "  Robinson 
Crusoe,"  for  instance,  to  be  read  no  longer  ? 

BOOKS   FOR   CHIL-  ^^^    ^^^^^^    ^^^^    '""^   ^^ 

DREN  AND  BOOKS  not  know  the  author  of 
ABOUT  CHILDREN,  jj^g  ^g^y  excellent  quota- 
tion that  follows.  We  elders  are  so  likely  to  for- 
get just  the  lesson  that  is  here  taught  —  that 
the  dwellers  in  the  young  world  are  full  of 
interest  in  the  grown-up  world  rather  than  in 
the  scenes  familiar  to  "childhood's  happy  hour." 

When  the  wise  man,  with  senseless  civility,  made 
first  a  big  hole  for  the  cat  and  then  a  small  one  for  the 
kitten,  the  action  of  one  of  the  parties  concerned  may 
be  guessed  with  tolerable  accuracy.  It  is  morally  cer- 
tain that  the  kitten  snuffed  round  the  smaller  hole  and 
continued  to  follow  her  parent  through  the  larger.  It 
is  not  otherwise  with  the  volumes  of  poetry  for  children 
which  parents  buy  and  children  don't  read.  Because  a 
iamb  and  a  bird  and  a  flower  are  small  and  young  and 
innocent,  it  does  not  follow  that  a  child  —  already  a  little 
impatient  of  the  same  qualities  in  himself — should  find 
them  interesting.  On  the  contrary,  he  is  sure  to  be 
absorbed  in  battles,  ships,  and  sieges,  or  in  railways  and 
engines  ;  and  he  leaves  to  his  mother  —  who  can  never 
have  enough  of  young  things  —  the  lamb  with  "  its  inno- 
cent call"  and  the  "Sweet  Joy  but  two  days  old,"  and 
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whatever  els?  is  youn^j  and  soft  and  inarticulate.  In 
the  meantime  he  himself  keeps  the  bridge  wiih  Horatius, 
or — good  Englishman  and  recently  breeched — he 
leads  "the  Highland  iiost  through  wild  I.ochaber's 
snows,"  or,  if  works  of  the  right  kind  grow  on  the 
nursery  shelves,  he  learns  the  easy  galloping  verses  of 
"Bonnie  Dundee,"  and  takes  the  "  Border  Minstrelsy" 
to  bed  with  him. 

In  reading  we  are  best  pleased  when  "  taken  out 

of  ourselves,"  to  the  land  of  fancy  and  glamour. 

A  BOYS  '"^  RECENT  number  of 

BOOK-PLATE.  the  "  Book  Buyer"  con- 

taineil  this  picture  of  an  exquisite  book-plate 
designed  by  Louis  Rhead  for  a  litde  boy. 
The  father,  Mr.  Arthur  Turnure,  in  writing  to 
the  artist,  says :  *■  I  love 
books  and  I  think  chil- 
dren should  be  taught 
to  love  them;  should 
discriminate  between 
worthy  and  worthless 
volumes  and  learn  to 
take  care  of  books  that 
tliey  like ;  should  get 
the  idea  of  book-posses- 
sion, of  having  certain 
books  that  belong  to 
them  and  to  them  only ; 
books  that  are  lights  on 
their  character,  fancies, 
predilections,  all  which 
bendings  of  the  twig 
might  well  be  influenced 
by  sentiments  clustering 
around  book-plates." 

We  thank  Mr.  Turnure  and  the  editor  of  the 
"Book  Buyer"  for  kindly  letting  us  use  the  plate. 

The  design  shows  three  figures  beautifully 
drawn  by  the  artist  as  types  of  Courage,  Truth, 
and  Kindness,  truly  the  best  of  company  for 
days  of  babyhood,  youth,  and  maturity  I 
THAT  IMAGINARY  Two  members  of  the 
FOOTBALL  TEAM,  a  gj^^^t  "  team  wcre  Mars 
nnd  Ares,  and  several  correspondents  have 
written  making  the  objection  that  these  are 
names  of  the  same  character.  It  is  true  that 
in  later  days  Mars  and  Ares  were  confused, 
but  at  first  they  were  different  —  one  being 
Latin,  the  other  Greek.  Smith's  Dictionary  of 
Roman  Antiquides  makes  this  plain.  Still, 
perhaps  it  was  not  strictly  correct  to  include 


from  which  to  choose.  A  thirteen-year-old  boy 
sends  a  team  made  up  of  Jupiter,  Ponce  de 
Leon,  Horatius,  Cheiron  the  Centaur  (an  ex- 
cellent runner!),  Herminius,  Columbus,  Ulysses, 
Eric  the  Red,  Remus,  Romulus,  William  the 
Conqueror.  For  umpire  he  gives  Henry  VIII, 
"because  he  liked  to  disagree  with  everybody!" 
for  referee  the  Man  in  the  Moon,  "  because  he 
is  fabulous,"  and  for  head  coach  Nero,  "because 
he  was  a  tyrant."  A  younger  boy  makes  up  a 
team  including  such  queer  selections  as  Socrates, 
Daniel  Webster,  Bismarck,  Bill  Nye,  Artemus 
Ward,  and  so  on.  Evidendy  this  team  is  ex- 
pected to  win  by  "  head 
work." 

Now  let  us  try  some- 
thing new.  Suppose  you 
were  to  give  a  birthday 
dinner  to  ten  characters 
selected  from  favorite 
books,  whom  would  you 
invite?  Let  us  have  five 
boys  and  five  girls,  or 
five  men  and  five  wo- 
men —  as  you  prefer ; 
that  is,  five  male  char- 
acters and  five  female. 

To  each  of  the  three 
readers  under  sixteen 
who  write  the  best  let- 
ters of  three  hundred 
words  or  less  (are  being 
considered)  giving  a  list 
of  ten  r^uch  characters,  with  the  reasons  why 
they  would  be  welcome  guests,  a  year's  subscrip- 
tion to  St.  NiCHor.AS  will  be  awarded. 

Address,  "  Books  and  Reading  Department." 
Letters  must  be  indorsed  as  original,  and  be 
received  before  March  15,  1902. 
"THE  NUTCRACKER  In  reply  to  the  question 
OF  NUREMBERG."  ^i^out  the  "  Nutcracker  " 
story  by  Dumas,  a  ten-year-old  Baltimore  girl 
writes  that  her  mother  once  owned  a  "  Picture 
Story  Book  "  containing  "  Dame  Mitchell  and 
Her  Cat,"  "  Prince  Hempseed,"  and  "The  Nut- 
cracker of  Nuremberg."  It  was  published  by 
Routledge,  London,  but  may  be  out  of  print. 
The  story  in  French  is  still  published,  and  is 
named  in  the  catalogue  of  Hetzel  &  Cie.,  Paris. 


both  upon  the  team,  and  there  are  plenty  more    The  English  version  might  well  be  republished. 


THE   LETTER-BOX. 


"Gloan  Lodge,"  Youn(;sto\vn,  Ohio. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  was  surprised  by  a  letter,  from 
Master  W.  F.  Stead,  which  appeared  in  your  September 
Letter-box. 

I  was  in  Stratford-upon-Avon  about  two  months  ago, 
and  while  there  visited  Shakspere's  house. 

It  is  not  the  one  he  lived  in,  but  the  one  lie  was  boni 
in  and  the  home  of  his  father  and  mother. 

The  house  in  which  Shakspere  and  his  v/ife  Anne 
lived  was,  some  time  after  his  death,  bought  by  a  gen- 
tlemiii  who  was  far  from  public-spirited.  He  was 
evidently  annoyed  by  the  large  amount  of  people  who 
came  to  look  at  his  (?)  house,  so  caused  it  to  be  pulled 
down,  and  a  large  tree  which  stood  in  the  garden  to  be 
cut  up. 

People  visiting  Stratford  at  the  present  time  see  the 
house  in  which  Shakspere  was  born,  also  the  garden 
and  b.isement  plan  of  the  house  in  which  he  lived. 

Hoping  to  see  this  letter  published  in  the  Letter-box, 
I  remain,  very  sincerely, 
Mary  Louise  Logan  (age  13). 


Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  In  the  September  number  of 
the  migazine  I  saw  a  letter  asking  whether  Shakspere's 
house  has  really  been  torn  down  or  not,  and  on  looking 
it  up  I  find  that  this  probably  refers  to  tlie  "New  Place" 
which  Shakspere  bought.  The  house  that  is  now 
shown  to  visitors  is  his  birthplace.  In  Sidney  Lee's 
"  Life  of  William  Shakspere,"  on  page  283,  a  full  ac- 
count of  Shakspere's  survivors  and  descendants  is 
given,  which  ends  by  saying:  "  On  the  death  of  his  [Sir 
John  Clopton's]  son  Hugh,  in  1752,  it  was  bought  by 
the  Rev.  Francis  Gastrell,  who  demolished  the  new 
building  in  1759."  Abel  Haywood's  "  Guide  to  Strat- 
f  )rd-on-Avon  "  makes  the  same  statement.  On  page 
194  of  jidney  Lee's  "  Life  "  we  find  that  Shakspere 
"  is  tr-.ditionally  said  to  have  interested  himself  in  the 
gartlen,  and  to  have  planted  with  his  own  hands  a  mul- 
l)erry-tree,  which  was  long  a  prominent  feature  of  it. 
When  this  was  cut  down  in  1758,  numerous  relics  were 
made  from  it,  and  were  treated  with  an  almost  supersti- 
tious veneration."  A  foot-note  adds:  "The  tradition 
that  Shakspere  planted  the  mulberrv-tree  was  not  put 
on  record  until  it  was  cut  down  in  1758.  In  1760  men- 
tion is  made  of  it  in  a  letter  of  thanks  in  the  corporation's 
archives,  from  the  steward  of  the  Court  of  Record  to 
the  orporatijn  of  Stratford,  for  presenting  him  with  a 
standi sh  male  from  the  wood.  But,  according  to  the 
testimony  of  old  inhabitants  confided  to  Malone,  the 
legend  had  been  orally  current  in  Stratford  since  Shak- 
spere's lifetime.  The  tree  was  perhaps  planted  in  1609, 
when  a  Frenchman  named  Vernon  distributed  a  number 
of  young  mulberry -trees  through  the  midland  counties 
by  order  of  James  I.,  who  desired  to  encourage  the  cul- 
ture of  silkworms." 

I  hope  that  tliese  quotations  will  help  to  explain  the 
subject.     I  remain,  your  devoted  reader, 

Bessie  Thayer. 


tember  St.  Nicholas,  I  looked  it  up,  and  I  think  that 
this  is  the  explanation.  The  house  in  Henley  Street, 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  which  is  universally  known  as  the 
house  in  which  .Shaksj^ere  was  born  and  brought  up, 
belonged  to  his  father,  John  Shakspere.  Also,  the  fol- 
lowing sentence  is  quoted  from  a  short  sketch  of  the 
poet's  life  prefacing  Rolfe's  edition  of  the  "  Merchant 
of  Venice."  "  It  was  probably  about  the  year  1612  that 
he  settled  down  in  Stratford,  on  an  estate  purchased 
some  years  previous."  The  Encyclopaedia  Britan- 
nica  says  that  this  estate,  called  "  New  Place,"  was 
bought  in  1597,  and  greatly  added  to  later.  It  also 
states  that  it  was  one  of  the  largest  and  finest  houses  in 
Stratford.  Then,  the  house  in  Henley  Street  was  merely 
Shakspere's  birthplace,  and  the  house  and  mulberry-tree 
which  were  demolished  were  his  own.  My  cousin  was 
at  Stratford-upon-Avon  this  summer,  and  saw  in  a  gar- 
den a  mulberry-tree  which  came  from  the  original. 
Your  devoted  reader, 

Margaret  Fellows. 


"Cedarcroft,"  Suffern,  N.  V. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  As  I  am  very  much  interested 
in  the  letter  concerning  Shakspere's  house  in  the  Sep- 


BogotA,  Republic  of  Colombia,  S.  A. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  a  little  girl  twelve  years 
old  and  have  taken  you  seven  years.  I  love  to  read 
you,  and  I  don't  know  what  to  do  without  you.  I 
wrote  a  letter  to  you  some  time  ago,  and  it  was  printed. 
We  expect  to  go  to  the  United  States  next  year.  We 
went  there  seven  years  ago;  but  as  I  was  only  five  years 
old,  of  course  I  can  remember  nothing  about  it. 

I  liked  "The  Kid,"  "  Chuggins,"  and  "The  Missing 
Page  "  among  the  short  stories  very  much,  and  "  A  Boy  of 
a  Thousand  Years  Ago,"  "  Barnaby  Lee,"  and  "  Trinity 
Bells  "  among  the  serials. 

I  was  born  in  Barranquilla;  but  as  papa  and  mama 
are  Americans,  I  am  proud  of  being  a  little  American 
girl. 

About  a  month  ago  we  went  to  Las  Angustias,  a  farm 
about  six  hours  from  Bogotd.  The  owner,  for  political 
reasons,  is  prohibited  from  leaving  the  city,  and  Dr. 
Llarris,  who  is  an  American,  rented  the  place.  When  we 
went,  we  passed  the  Tequendama  Falls,  and  had  a  mag- 
nificent view.  They  are  about  four  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  feet  high.  We  stayed  at  Las  Angustias  two  months, 
and  had  a  very  good  time.  We  rode  on  horseback, 
went  to  the  cane-mills,  went  to  the  coffee-house,  and 
bathed  in  the  river.  I  am  so  sorry  for  the  poor  chil- 
dren, and  for  the  women  especially,  for  they  work  so  hard, 
the  men  expecting  to  be  maintained  by  them.  The 
women  and  girls  wear  blue  cotton  skirts,  while  cotton 
waists,  and  black  shawls  or  »/a)tii//as  o\er  their  heads, 
and,  for  holiday,  coarse  brass  ornaments.  They  are  very 
ragged  and  dirty,  soap  is  unknown  to  them,  and  they  are 
very  much  burned  by  the  sun,  although  they  usually  wear 
large  hats  cMcAjipiJapas. 

The  other  day  we  went  to  see  a  small  falls  about  two 
miles  from  here.  We  had  breakfast  up  there.  The 
falls  carried  little  water,  but  are  very  pretty.  We  had  a 
splendid  time.  The  falls  are  called  La  Cascada  de  las 
A^infas  —  that  is,  the  "Nymph's  Cascade." 

I  wanted  to  write  to  you  before,  but  it  was  very  hard 
because  of  the  Revolution.  I  hope  that  you  will  excuse 
this  long  letter  and  print  it. 

I  remain,  your  interested  reader, 

Elisa  Candor. 
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ANSWERS  TO   PUZZLES   IN   THE  FEBRUARY   NUMBER. 


Patchwork,  i.  Can-non,  bri-dle,  candle.  2.  In-nn-datc,  man- 
i-fold,  unfold.  3.  Sup-per,  de-ceivc,  perceive.  4.  I-dol-ater,  con- 
tcm-platc,  ilem.     5.   Uol-phip,  col-lar,  dollar.     6.   Initials,  Cupid. 

E.ASV  Di.\co.N.M_  Diagonal,  Cupid.  Cross-words:  i.  Cabin, 
a.   Ruler.     3.  Caper.     4.   Agaio.     5.   Blind. 

Novel  Z\oz.\g.  All  the  world  loves  a  lover.  Cross-words:  i. 
Ambler.  2.  Slaves.  3.  Velvet.  4.  Clothe.  5.  Sloths.  6.  Assaye. 
7.  Oshawa.     8.  Cheops.     9.  Served.     10.   Albion.     11.  Daniel. 

Beheadings.  Greetings  from  St.  Valentine,  i.  G-lance.  2. 
R-arc.  3.  E-merge.  4.  E-mend.  5.  T-hither.  6.  I-deal.  7. 
N-ape.      8.  G-loss.      9.  S-pine.      10.   F-lash.      11.   R-elapse.  •    12. 


O-live.  13.  M-ere.  14.  S-corn.  15.  T-rain.  16.  V-indicalc. 
17.  A-loft.  18.  I^eaves.  19.  E-astem.  20.  N-aught.  21.  T-rust. 
22.   I-rate.     23.  N-arrow.     24.   E-molion. 

Diagonal.  Valentine.  Cross-words:  i.  Vancouver.  2.  Pales- 
tine. 3.  Killamey.  4.  Liverpool.  5.  Lexington.  6.  Argentina. 
7.   Haverhill.     8.  Corsicana.     9.   Belvidere. 

Concealed  Central  Acrostic.  Februarj-.  i.  ofFcr.  2. 
arEna.  3.  tauor.  4.  caRet.  5.  hours.  6.  stAnd.  7.  caRth.  8. 
Arvan. 

Double  Acrostic.  Primals,  Cupid ;  finals,  Heart.  Cross- 
words: I.  Crash.     2.   Unite.     3.  Polka.     4.  Inner.     5.  Dealt. 


To  OlR  Plzzlers:  Answers,  to  be  acknowledged  in  the  magazine,  must  be  received  not  later  than  the  15th  of  each  month,  and 
should  be  addressed  to  St.  Nicholas  Riddle-box,  care  of  The  Century  Co.,  33  East  Seventeenth  St.,  New  York  City. 

Answers  TO  ALL  the  Puzzles  IN  THE  December  Number  were  received,  before  December  15th,  from  Joe  Carlada  —  Eleanor  R. 
McClecs  — H.  G.  G.  — Grace  C.  Norton  —  Nettie  Lawrence— Helen  O.  Harris—  Eleanor  Nagle  — Sara  L.  Kellogg— Fred  H.  l-ahee  — 
Mabel,  George,  and  Henri  —  Daisy  Germain  Deulsch  —  Allil  and  Adi—  M.  Wilkie  Gilholm  —  Agnes  Cole—  Ernest  Gregory  —  Olive  R. 
T.  Griffin— Louise  M.  Haynes— Edith  Lewis  Lauer  — John  W.  Fisher,  Jr.  —  Edythe  R.  Carr— Agnes  Rutherford  —  Kathnnc  borbes 
Liddell  —  Clare,  Esther,  Roswell,  and  Constance  —  Helen  Souther — Gladys  Hilliard. 

Answers  to  Puzzles  in  the  December  Number  were  received,  before  December  i5lh,from  Ross  M.  Craig,  8— Florence  and 
Edna,  8— Katharine  Thaxter,  8  —  R.  W.  Henry,  6— Deane  F.  Ruggles,  8  — John  McKay  Blaikie,  6— Carmehta  McCahill,  8  — Flor- 
cnce  I..  Hodge,  i  —  Howard  I'.  Rumsey,  i. 


NUMEKICAL   ENIGMA. 

I  AM  composed  of  forty  letters  and  form  a  familiar 
quotation. 

•My  5-20-37-27  is  a  cavity.  My  8-30-10-15  a  kind  of 
deer.  My  28-34-14-23  is  an  external  covering.  My 
18-2-1 1-3  is  the  home  of  a  wild  animal.  My  6-26-7-32  is 
composed.  My  4-38-19-12  is  a  Biblical  character.  My 
25-22-39-35  is  sport.  My  40-17-33-31  is  anything  which 
allures.  My  13-29-24-16  is  a  metallic  vein.  My  21-36- 
1-9  is  appellation. 

GEORGE  F.  PARSO.NS,  JR.  (League  Member). 

DOUBLE    ZIGZAG. 


3    « 


Cross-words  : 
nickname.       ";.  A 


.    10 
medulla. 


2.    A 
4- 


feminine 
Reproves 


I.   The 
musical   instrument. 
h.arshly.     5.   Fences  made  of  bushes. 

Fr.)m  I  to  5  and  from  6  to  10  are  words  often  heard 
nowadays.  D.  K.   ri;ggles  (League  Member). 


A   BEHEADED    ZIGZAG. 

(GoLi  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  I-eague  Competition.) 
I.  I5ehe.\d  decease,  and  leave  part  of  a  bridle.  2. 
Behead  candid,  and  leave  an  inclosure.  3.  Hehead  a 
flat-bottomed  boat,  and  leave  a  domestic  animal.  4. 
Reheail  an  insect,  and  leave  a  masculine  nickname.  5. 
Behead  a  measure  of  weiglit.  and  leave  to  drive  with 
violence.  6.  Behead  a  molding,  and  leave  a  term  used 
in  driving  oxen.  7.  Behead  to  gossip,  and  leave  a  cov- 
ering for  the  head.  8.  Behead  a  sunk  fence,  and  leave 
an  exclamation.  9.  Behead  a  certain  king,  and  leave 
part  of  the  head.     10.  Behead  tart,  and  leave  a  Spanish 


epic.  II.  Behead  attired,  and  leave  a  boy.  12.  Behead 
a  place  of  delight,  and  leave  a  cavern.  13.  Behead  to 
search  narrowly,  and  leave  to  examine  secretly.  14. 
Behead  a  blemish,  and  leave  fortune.  15.  Behead  to 
take  off,  and  leave  not  on.  16.  Behead  a  young  animal, 
and  leave  a  prefix  meaning  "about."  17.  Behead  a 
slender  rod,  and  leave  a  conjunction.  18.  Behead  a 
very  small  opening,  and  leave  metal  in  a  crude  state. 
19.  Behead  a  heroic  poem,  and  leave  a  Turkish  measure 
of  length.  20.  Behead  whitish  gray,  and  leave  bashful. 
When  the  words  have  been  beheaded,  write  them  one 
below  another;  and  the  zigzag,  beginning  at  the  upper 
left-hand  letter  and  ending  with  the  lower  middle  letter, 
will  spell  a  Shaksperian  quotation. 

SARA   LAWRE.NCE    KELLOGG. 

A   CHIMNEY   PUZZLE. 

(Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 
1       .       .       .       . 


.  .  13  .  .  . 
Cross-words:  I.  An  annual  holiday.  2.  Punished. 
3.  A  criminal.  4.  A  cure-all.  5.  A  poem  set  to  music. 
6.  A  companion.  7.  An  unbeliever.  8.  To  go  before. 
9.  A  laborer's  tool.  10.  Corpulence.  11.  Thickened. 
12.  Treachery.  13.  Actors.  From  i  to  13,  a  March 
holiday.  kendall  mokse. 
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CHANGED   IN1TIAI.S. 

EXAMPLF. :  Change  an  overseer  to  quicker.  Answer, 
m-aster,  f-aster. 

I.  Change  a  repetition  of  the  same  letter  at  the  begin- 
ning of  words  to  uneducated.  2.  Change  an  ecclesias- 
tical head-covering  to  saltpeter.  3.  Change  accomplished 
to  unnatural.  4.  Change  a  beautiful  yellow  substance 
to  a  pigment.  5.  Change  a  kind  of  fur  to  the  end  of 
a  building.  6.  Cliange  a  kind  of  fur  to  complete. 
7.  Change  useful  animals  to  a  child's  plaything.  8. 
Change  motive  to  degraded.  9.  Change  part  of  a  unit 
to  the  act  of  drawing.  10.  Ch.inge  stately  poems  to 
certain  days  in  the  Roman  calendar.  Ii.  Change  seized 
to  made  of  oak.  12.  Change  turning  like  a  wheel  to  an 
officer  wiio  attests  writings. 

When  the  changes  have  been  rightly  made,  and  the 
words  written  one  below  another,  the  initial  letters  will 
spell  an  event  which  lakes  place  in  March. 

BASIL   AUBREY   BAILRY 

(Winner  of  a  Gold  Badge). 
LLLUSTRATED   PRIMAL.  ACROSTIC. 


rilK    KIDDLE-BOX. 


When  the  ten  objects  in  the  above  illustration  have 
been  riglitly  guessed,  and  the  names  placed  one  below 
another  in  the  order  given,  the  initial  letters  will  sptU 
the  name  of  a  very  common  object  in  many  large  cities. 

BEHEADINGS   AND   CURTAILINGS. 

Example:  Behead  and  curtail  dreary,  and  leave  a 
machine  for  weaving.     Answer,  g-loom-y. 

I.  Behead  and  curtail  entertained,  and  leave  to  pon- 
der. 2.  Behead  and  curtail  a  femini"ne  name,  and  leave 
a  preposition.     3.   Behead  and  curtail  hauled,  and  leave 


uncooked.  4.  Behead  and  curtail  a  Jewish  title  of  re- 
ipect,  and  leave  yarn  fur  the  warp.  5.  Behead  and  cur- 
tail to  instruct,  and  leave  a  coin  mentioned  in  one  of 
Shaks|)ere's  plays.  6.  Behead  and  curtail  to  turn  round 
rapidly,  and  leave  an  old  form  of  an  English  pronoun. 
7.  Behead  and  curtail  the  mouth,  and  leave  a  common 
article.  8.  Behead  and  curtail  sharp,  and  leave  a  gash. 
9.  Behead  and  curtail  a  small  particle  of  bread,  and  leave 
an  into.xicating  liquor.  10.  Behead  and  cui  tail  a  salute 
with  the  lips,  and  leave  a  verb.  11.  Behead  and  curtail 
fragrant,  and  leave  tiny.  12.  Behead  and  curtail  to  su])- 
pose,  and  leave  a  brooch.  13.  Behead  and  curtail  at  no 
time,  and  leave  the  evening  before  a  holidav. 

The  beheaded  letters  spell  the  name  of  a  President 
who  was  born  in  March ;  the  curtailed  letters  spell  a 
statesman  who  was  famous  during  his  administration. 

A.    ZANE    PVLES 

(Winner  of  a  Gold  Badge). 

TWO  CHARADES. 

I.    Mv  second  spoiled  my  flower-yfrj// 
The  angry  gardener  with  a  burst 
Of  sudden  rage  the  mischief  spied  ; 
"  It  looks  just  like  my  whole^^  he  cried, 

II.   'T  was  in  my  Ji?-s I  the  weary  traveler  found. 
Within  my  second,  shelter  from  my  third. 
When  winds  were  stilled,  there  came  a  charming 
sound ; 
The  music  of  my  whole  with  joy  he  heard. 

EDWARD    B.    HILL, 

CENTRAX   ACROSTIC, 

(Silver  Badge,  St.  Nicholas  League  Competition.) 
All  the  words  described  contain  the  same  number  of 
letters.     When  rightly  guessed  and  written  one  below 
another,  the  central  letters  will  spell  something  which  is 
thought  to  be  very  disagreeable. 

Ckoss-words:  i.  A  wanderer.  2.  To  traffic.  3. 
To  delay.  4.  A  recess.  5.  An  anesthetic.  6.  A  name 
given  to  five  or  more  letters  of  the  alphabet.  7.  A 
coarse  woolen  cloth.  8.  A  musical  instrument.  9. 
Ancient.     10.   Melody.  richard  ellis, 

CONCEALED  CENTRAL,  ACROSTIC. 

We  are  not  seen,  but  felt  and  heard. 
Although  we  utter  not  a  word. 

Cross-words  : 

1.  Should  the  gray  squirrels  come  to  me 
And  ask  to  rent  the  chestnut-tree, 

2.  And  seem  to  be  astonished  when 

I  doffed  my  hat  to  the  brindled  hen, 

3.  I  fear  that  I  should  have  to  say 
The  sparrows  have  the  right  of  way, 

4.  I  always  keep  a  cereal  round 
And  scatter  often  on  the  ground, 

5.  To  feed  the  sparrows  here  and  thcj-c, 
My  little  brothers  of  the  air. 

6.  .\nd  if  the  squirrels  should  begin 
To  stock  a  spiral  wayside  inn, 

7.  Which  might  adjoin  the  sparrows'  eaves 
Why,  presto !   every  tenant  leaves. 

8.  I  fancy  nice  young  squirrels  much. 
But  yt  t  I  shall  not  let  them  touch 

9.  The  spacious  yard  or  airy  dome 

( )f  the  sparrows'  pretty  country  home, 
10.   And  should  they  hop  a  step  too  near 
They  '11  find  the  rent  is  high,  I  fear. 

ANNA   M.    PRATT. 
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Virtue  ofPhebes^ 
Wil^ 

jB>y   Alice  Balch  Abbot 


HEBE,    what    are    you    doing?  her  wits  at  such  a  rate,  when  it  is  n't 

You  will  ruin  your  eyes!  "     And  necessary,  is   more  than   I  can  ima-    \2 /it 

Flora  Winston,  hastily  crossing  gine."  >S 

the  library  to  the  window-seat         "  But  it  is  just  that— the  working  my    ^Rr 

where    her    younger   sister  was  wits,  I  mean  — that  I  enjoy,  and  it  is  such  a  ^ 

bending  almost  double  over  pa-  beautiful  satisfaction  when  I  find  the  answers." 
pL-r  and  pencil,  seized  the  shade  and         "I   fail  to  see  the  fun  in  it,  and  I  always 

.■,cni  it  with  a  snap  to  its  utmost  height,  shall  think  it  a  pity  that  you  cannot  put  your 


thereby  letting  in  the  last  of  the  sunset  glow. 

"  You  were  reading,  too,"  said  Phebe,  un- 
certainly. 

"  Yes ;  but  I  stopped  long  ago,"  Flora  an- 
swered. "  Where  are  your  wits?  It  is  too 
dark  to  read  now  without  a  light." 


extra  wit-energy  into  something  more  impor- 
tant than  riddles." 

"  Well,  I  know  one  puzzle  that  I  would  give 
anything  to  find  the  answer  for,  and  that  's — 
this";  and  Phebe's  tone  and  action,  as  she 
tossed  her  long  braid  over  her  shoulder,  were 


Phebe  straightened  up.     "  I  know  it  is  too  strongly  suggestive  of  e.vasperation. 
dark,  but  I  did  want  to  fini.sh  this  puzzle.     I         As  far  as  length  and  weight  were  concerned, 

am  trying  to  think  of  a  word  of  five  letters  that  the  braid  in  (juestion  was  as  fine  a  specimen  as 

'  relates  to  fun  '  and  begins  with  i.     '  Comic  '  any   thirteen-year-old    girl  could    desire  ;    but, 

— that  's  it.     Therel"  closing  the  magazine  in  alas!   the  color  was  red,  a  real  mahogany  red, 

her  lap  and  laying  down  her  pencil.     "  Now  I  of  such  deinh  of  hue  as  left  not  the  slightest 

have  them  all  for  this  month."  hope  of  even  an  auburn  future. 

"And  that  March  number  has  been  in  the         Flora  smiled,  but  her  tone  was  cjuite  sympa- 

house  only  two  days,  and  you  never  send  in  the  thetic  as  she  asked  ; 
answers!      How  any  one  can  be  willing  to  work         "  Who  brought  up  the  subject  this  time?  " 

Copyright,  1902,  by  The  Centl'ry  Co.     All  rights  reserved. 
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BV    VIRTUK    OF    PHEBK  S    WIT. 


[April, 


"Some  friend  of  Aunt  Esther's.     'Jhey  met 
me   coming    from   school,   and    I   suppose  she 


must  know  our  familv,  for  aunty  had  hardly 
spoken  the  words,  '  (leorge'sand  Mary's  secontl 
daughter,'  when  the  lady  asked, '  But  where  does 
she  get  her  red  hair?'  That  is  the  thirty-first 
time  since  I  began  to  keep  count  "  ;  and  Phebe 
gave  a  deep  sigh.  It  was  one  of  her  greatest 
trials,  this  possessing  the  only  distinctly  red  hair 
which  had  ever  been  known  in  a  large  family 
connection. 

"Lighthouse,  oh,  Lighthouse!" 

The  loud  call  came  ringing  through  the  hall, 
and  was  followed  the  next  instant  by  the  girls' 
fifteen-year-old  brother  Percy. 

"You  there,  Lighthouse?"  he  called  again 
from  outside  the  door. 

"  Yes,"  Phebe  replied.      W^^^^^^^fmMB^f^lP^ 
been  anythmg  of  mv 
blue  cap?  "  was  Percy's 
despairing  inquirv. 

"  No ;  when  did  you 
have  it  last?  "  Phebe  in- 
quired. 

"  Tuesday  afternoon." 

"  And  that  evening  vou 
went  over  for  Dick  and 
took  him  up  to  the  gar- 
ret to  study  constellations 
from  the  skylight.  Per- 
haps you  left  it  there." 

A  stampede  up  and 
down  two  flights  of  stairs 
folhjwed,  {)unctuated  by 
the  slamming  of  the  gar- 
ret door  and  a  thud  on 
the  hall  floor  as  Percy 
vaulted  a  newel-post  and 
reappeared,  cap  in  hand. 

"  The  scheme  worked, 
Lighthouse.  I  am  mudi 
obliged.  I  have  always 
thought  the  brilliancy  of 
the  outside  of  your  head 
was  meant  as  a  .sign  of 
the  brightness  within." 

"There,    Phebe,"    laughed     Flora, 
riddle  is  answered  for  you  now." 

"  What  riddle?  "  asked  Percy. 

"  She  was  wondering  why  her  hair  is  red." 


"  Pooh!  that  was  easy  enough.  The  thing 
that  troubles  me  is  how  we  are  ever  going  to 
supply  sufficient  fuel  for  the  combustion  inside, 
so  as  to  keep  the  outside  alight.  I  really  must 
give  so  important  a  subject  my  most  serious 
consideration." 

Two  days  later  the  wits  in  question  were  at 
work  on  a  puzzle  of  far  greater  importance  than 
any  which  had  hitherto  engaged  their  energy, 
and  all  unwittingly  brother  Percy  had  set  the 
terms. 

Coming  in  quite  late  one  afternoon,  Phebe 
saw  her  father  and  brother  standing  by  the 
library  table. 

Mr.  Winston,  who  held  an  open  book  in  his 
hand,  was  speaking  as  Phebe  entered  : 


1  LOKA     Wl.Nblu.N     JN      IHE    HBKAKV. 


your 


"Then  you  did  eat  some  gingerbread  when 
you  came  in  from  school  ?  "      "  Yes,  sir." 

"  But  you  think  you  had  washed  your  hands 
before  you  touched  this  book." 


1902.) 


1!V    VI R  ILK    OK    I'llKHKS    \V1 


485 


"  1  tloii't  ihiiik  it  ;    I  know  it." 

"Then  all  1  can  say  is  that  11  must  have 
been  a  very  poor  apology  for  a  washing,  for,  un- 
less I  am  greatly  mistaken,  those  marks  were 
made  by  fingers  that  had  been  hoUling  ginger- 
bread." 

At  this  point  Mr.  Winston  caught  sight  of  his 
daughter. 

"  Phebe.have  vou touched  lliis  l)ook  to-day?" 

"  Only  to  close  it  and  lay  it  on  the  table 
when  I  came  home  an  hour  ago." 

"  Where  was  it?  " 

"  On  the  sofa,"  Phebe  s[)oke  reluctantly. 

Mr.  \\'inston  turned  to  his  son. 

"  1  thought  we  agreed  that  these  books  when 
not  in  use  must  be  placed  either  upon  the  shelf 
or  the  table." 

"  I  left  it  on  the  table  when  I  went  out  "  ;  and 
Percy's  lips  went  together  with  a  snap,  as  if  he 
had  decided  to  say  nothing  more. 

"  Well,  there  is  certainly  something  very 
strange  about  the  affair,"  said  Mr.  Winston. 
"  No  one  but  you  and  Phebe  has  been  in  the 
front  of  the  house  this  afternoon,  and  yet  you 
insist  that  you  laid  the  book  on  the  table,  and 
she  found  it  on  the  sofa." 

"  Father,  you  don't  mean  that  you  doul)t 
mv  word!"  There  was  an  ominous  quiver  in 
Percy's  voice. 

"  Why,  no,  Percy.  I  should  hardly  {)Ut  it 
so  strongly  as  that.  But  you  know  it  is  cjuite 
possible  for  a  person  to  have  so  strong  an  in- 
tention of  doing  a  thing  that  he  may  be  per- 
suaded that  it  has  been  done." 

As  he  spoke  Mr.  Winston  laitl  the  book 
down  and  left  the  room.  For  one  instant 
Percy  stood  perfectly  still,  then  followed  his 
father's  example,  and  Phebe  was  left  alone. 

Seizing  the  copy  of  "  Quentin  Durward,"  she 
turned  the  leaves  quickly  till  she  came  to  an 
illustration  of  the  encounter  between  Quentin 
and  the  Duke  of  Orleans.  .Sure  enough,  there 
on  the  margin  were  two  brownish-vellow  spots, 
plainly  finger-marks.  But  Pliebe's  sharp  eves 
spied  something  else  — a  tiny  crumb  wedged 
between  the  leaves,  close  up  to  the  binding. 

To  set  it  free  with  the  aid  of  a  pin  was  the 
work  of  one  instant,  to  place  it  between  her 
lips  that  of  another,  and  then  a  look  of  be- 
wildered surprise  spread  over  her  face. 


Thai  e\ening,  before  going  to  bed,  she  wrote 
the  fnllowing  notes  for  future  use: 

Will)  louclieil  "  Oueiitiii  I 'ui  waril  "  Wed.  aflcTnoDn 
betwecMi  4  and  4:30?  Mother  and  Flora  were  away 
after  12.  Percy  came  in  at  3,  went  out,  leaving  <^).  D. 
on  tlie  table.  I  came  home  at  4:30  and  found  it  on  the 
sofa.  Crunil)  of  chocolate  between  the  leaves.  Percy 
says  he  had  no  chocolate  this  p.m.  Jane  says  no  one 
came  to  the  front  door  between  2  and  6  P.M. 

A  day  or  two  i)assed.  Percy  went  about 
with  the  soberest  face,  restricting  his  conversa- 
tion to  monosyllables,  and  "  Quentin  Durward  " 
remained  untouched  ujjon  the  shelf. 

Then  came  a  rainy  morning,  and  a  new  link 
was  added  to  Phebe's  chain  of  evidence. 

"  I  wonder,"  said  Mrs.  Winston,  about  to 
start  for  market,  "  why  Cousin  Kate  does  not 
return  mv  umbrella.  She  l)orr(nved  it  last 
Sunilay." 

"  \\'hy,  she  has,  mother  !  "  exclaimed  Phebe. 
"At  least,  1  am  almost  sure  that  it  was  yours 
that  I  used  when  I  went  out  Wednesday 
afternot)n." 

"  Where  did  you  find  it?  " 

"  In  the  umbrella-stand  ;  and  I  put  it  away 
in  your  closet.  I  '11  see  if  it  is  there  now-." 
And  Phebe  ran  upstairs,  returning  in  a  mo- 
ment with  the  umbrella. 

"  Thank  you,  dear.  Cousin  Kate  must  have 
returned  it  that  afternoon,  for  I  remember 
that  it  was  not  in  the  stand  when  Flora  and  I 
went  out.  Probably  Jane  forgot  to  mention 
it."  -And  Mrs.  Winston  departed,  leaving  be- 
hind her  a  greatly  excited  little  daughter. 

That  afternoon,  much  to  her  mother's  sur- 
prise, Phebe,  who  was  usually  not  too  ready 
to  perform  social  duties,  announced  her  inten- 
tion of  calling  upon  her  cousin  Kate. 

Mrs.  Smith  was  very  glad  to  see  her  little 
cousin,  but  after  the  usual  questions  had  been 
answered  concerning  the  health  of  the  visitor's 
family,  and  how  she  liked  her  teachers,  and 
what  she  was  studying,  Phebe  felt  that  the  situa- 
tion was  becoming  serious.  How  was  the  con- 
versation to  be  brought  to  bear  upon  umbrellas? 

To  gain  a  few  minutes'  time  she  inquired  for 
Ted,  her  cousin's  four-year-old  son.  Mrs. 
Smith  laughed. 

"  He  just  told  me  that  he  thought  he  had 
better    walk    around    the    block    for    exerci.se. 
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Since  he  has  been  promoted  to  trousers,  he 
seizes  every  possible  chance  to  parade  his  new 
suit.  By  the  way,  he  was  greatly  disappointed 
at  not  seeing  any  of  you  when  I  sent  liim  to 
return  your  mother's  umbrella  last  Wednesday. 
She  found  it,  tlid  she  not?  Ted  said  that  he 
could  not  ring  the  bell,  but  the  door  was  un- 
fastened, so  he  went  in  and  put  it  in  the  stand." 

"Oh,  yes;  it  was  there,  thank  you,"  said 
Phebe,  with  a  slight  gasp. 

Her  thoughts  were  already  at  work  on  a 
scheme  for  making  a  sure  explanation  out  of  a 
probable  one. 

Apparently  fortune  was  in  her  fa\or,  for  as 
she  was  taking  her  leave  Mrs.  Smith  said : 

"  Will  you  tell  your  mother  that  if  she  will 
have  that  pattern  ready  to-morrow  I  will  send 
Teddy  up  for  it  about  four  o'clock  ?  " 

The  next  afternoon,  when  the  proud  young 
errand-doer  arrived  at  the  Winston  house, 
strange  to  relate,  he  found  his  cousins  Phebe 
and  Percy  seated  in  the  library,  with  appa- 
rently nothing  to  do  but  to  admire  his  new  suit. 

When  the  last  pocket  had  been  duly  exhib- 
ited, Phebe,  lifting  a  book  from  her  lap,  said : 

"  Look,  Ted,  at  this  picture  of  men  fighting 
on  horseback." 

Her  little  cousin  walked  to  her  side,  gave 
one  glance  at  the  open  page,  then  remarked, 
with  his  most  superior  small-boy  air :  "  Ted  saw 
that  picture  long  times  ago." 

Phebe  flashed  a  meaning  glance  at  Percy, 
then,  taking  something  from  her  pocket,  held  it 
out,  asking : 

"  Did  he  ever  see  this  before?  " 

Teddy  grinned,  took  the  little  cake  of  choco- 
late, and  having  carefully  removed  the  tin-foil 
covering,  popped  the  bonbon  into  his  mouth. 
Then,  rolling  the  covering  between  his  chubby 
palms,  he  went  over  to  a  table  on  which  stood 
the  carved  figure  of  a  Swiss  peasant  boy  carry- 
ing a  basket.  Into  this  Ted  dropped  the  tin- 
foil ball,  saying  with  an  air  of  satisfaction : 

"  Now.  Cousin  Phebe,  he  has  two  marbles  to 
play  with." 

"  Quentin  Durward  "  was  not  returned  to  the 
table  this  time,  but  dropped  most  unceremoni- 
ously upon  the  sofa  as  Phebe  sprang  across  the 
room,  asking: 

"Where  did  he  get  the  other  one?  " 


"  Oh,  me  gived  it  to  him  'leventeen  days  ago, 
when  me  brought  back  the  'brella." 

Perhaps  it  was  as  well  that  the  return  of  Jane 
with  the  pattern  for  Teddy's  mother  obliged 
Phebe  to  compose  herself  until  her  little  cousin 
had  been  safely  escorted  out  of  the  door.  But 
that  hospitable  duty  being  accomplished,  there 
followed  the  wildest  reel  up  and  down  the  hall 
until  one  ecstatic  caper  brought  a  flying  braid 
within  Percy's  reach,  and  the  celebration  came 
to  a  sudden  end. 

"  There,  Lighthouse  ;  I  suppose  you  find  it  all 
clear  enough,  but  what  I  want  to  know  is  where 
the  gingerbread  comes  in." 

"  It  was  n't  gingerbread  ;  it  was  chocolate." 
And  Phebe  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of 
her  various  discoveries,  ending  with :  "  It  did 
seem  rather  like  setting  a  trap  for  poor  Teddy, 
but  it  would  have  been  worse  to  suspect  him 
without  being  sure.  I  don't  blame  him,  for  the 
front  door  ought  to  have  been  fastened.  But 
did  n't  it  all  work  beautifully?  When  I  gave 
him  the  chocolate  I  thought  he  might  say  some- 
thing, but  I  never  dreamed  of  anything  so 
lovely  as  those  tin-foil  marbles.  Do  you  sup- 
pose father  will  think  it  is  proved  enough?" 

"  I  don't  see  how  he  can  help  it ;  but  what 
I  want  to  know  is  how  I  am  to  pay  up  for  all 
this  exertion  on  my  behalf." 

"  Oh,  just  give  me  some  more  puzzles  to  work 
out.  Acrostics  and  enigmas  will  seem  far  too 
tame  after  this." 

"So  I  am  to  get  into  pickles  to  keep  your 
noddle  busy?  No,  I  thank  you,  ma'am;  but 
I  '11  promise  to  give  you  a  rousing  recommen- 
dation for  other  people's." 

And,  because  Percy  kept  his  word,  there 
came  about  the  solution  of  the  second  of  what 
passed  into  family  history  as  Phebe's  great 
triumphs  in  solving  riddles. 

If  any  one  had  told  Gordon  Lewis  that  the 
possibility  of  his  long-desired  trip  to  Europe 
with  his  father  would  be  dependent  upon  the 
services  of  his  friend  Winston's  young  sister, 
he  probably  would  have  been  only  less  sur- 
prised than  would  that  little  sister  herself. 

Of  all  Percy's  friends,  Gordon  Lewis  held 
the  highest  place  in  Phebe's  regard,  having  won 
the  position  in  the  following  strange  way : 

One  day  Percy  had  surprised  her  by  asking : 
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"  Say,  Phib,  you   don't   mind   my  callini,'   ynu     ago  Gordon  came  over  to  see  father  on  biisi- 

'  Lighthouse,'  do  you?  "  ness.     Well,    I  know  now   what   the   business 

"  Not  here  at  home,"  had  been  her  answer,     was,  and  a  mighty  poor  iob  it  is,  to  my  mind. 


"j-HEBE     HELD    IT     OUT,     ASKI.NG,    'DID     TED     EVER     SEE     THIS     BEFORE': 


"  but  I  do  rather  hate  it  when  you  are  on  the 
street  with  the  other  boys." 

"  All  right ;  I  '11  remember.  Gordon  called 
me  down  for  it,  and  when  I  told  him  you  had 
never  objected,  he  said  he  did  n't  believe  I  had 
ever  given  you  the  chance." 

Percy's  friend  had  never  known  how  grate- 
ful Percy's  little  sister  had  been  for  that  service, 
and  now  came  the  chance  to  repay  it,  if  only 
her  "puzzling  powers"  should  prove  equal  to 
the  demand. 

One  afternoon  she  had  just  seated  herself  at 
her  desk  for  an  hour's  study  before  dinner, 
when  Percy  came  quietly  into  the  room,  and 
having  closed  the  door  and  turned  the  key, 
settled  himself  in  the  corner  of  the  couch,  say- 
ing imperiously : 

"  Stop  studying,  Lighthouse.  I  want  all 
your  wits  for  something  more  important,  and 
you  had  better  take  notes,  for  it  's  considerable 
of  a  puzzle.     You  remember  that  three  nights 


"  He  's  in  a  mix-up  with  his  father  decidedly 
like  the  one  you  pulled  me  out  of  two  months 
ago.  When  he  told  me  about  it,  I  turned 
to  and  asked  if  I  could  hand  it  over  to  you. 
He  seemed  unwilling  at  first,  but  I  told  him 
about  the  gingerbread-chocolate  affair,  and  then 
he  gave  in.      Here  is  the  puzzle. 

"  Mr.  Lewis  went  out  to  Chicago  the  first  of 
the  month,  and  Gordon  drove  him  to  the  sta- 
tion. His  father  gave  him  two  letters  to  post 
— one  to  a  firm  in  France,  and  the  other  to 
father  about  some  church  business.  He  told 
Gordon  to  be  sure  to  mail  them  on  his  way 
home,  so  the  foreign  one  would  reach  New 
York  that  night  and  so  be  in  time  for  the  next 
day's  steamer.  A  few  days  ago  he  came  down 
on  Gordon  because  the  French  letter  missed 
the  steamer  and  an  important  order  was  de- 
layed. That  was  bad  enough,  but  the  worst  is 
that  it  may  cost  Gordon  his  trip  to  Europe. 

"  You  see,  he  is  rather  a  forgetful  sort  of  a 
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chap,  ami  twice  last  winter  he  did  n't  mail  let- 
ters which  had  been  trusted  to  him.  The  sec- 
ond time  Mr.  Lewis  told  him  that  if  it  happened 
again  he  might  consider  himself  excused  from 
going  with  him  this  summer.  It  seems  pretty 
severe,  but  Gordon  says  forgetfulness  is  a 
failing  with  which  his  father  has  no  patience. 

"  He— Gordon— is  certain  that  he  mailed  the 
letters  in  time.  He  came  over  to  ask  if  father 
had  kept  his,  so  he  might  see  the  postmark." 

"  And  had  he?  "  asked  Phebe. 

"That  's  the  mean  part.  He  has  the  note 
but  not  the  envelope.  He  thinks  he  must  have 
used  it  for  a  memorandum." 

"  What  day  did  Mr.  Lewis  go  away?  " 

"The  third." 

"  What  train?  " 

"  Five-ten.  What  difference  would  that 
make?  " 

"  Last  mail-collection  is  at  five-thirty.  There! 
I  must  n't  think  any  more  about  it  now,  or  my 
lessons  will  never  be  learned." 

"  All  right  "  ;  and  Percy  rose  from  the  couch 
and  departed,  saying  to  himself: 

"  If  that  envelope  is  in  existence,  I  believe 
the  Lighthouse  will  guide  it  into  port!" 

The  next  day  Phebe  burst  into  the  tool-room 
and  laid  a  book  on  the  bench  beside  her 
brother. 

"  Is  that  Mr.  Lewis's  writing?  "  she  asked, 
pointing  to  the  open  fly-leaf. 

Percy  glanced  at  the  inscription  :  "  For  Gor- 
don Lewis,  from  his  father." 

"Yes;  but  what —  Phebe,  you  have  n't 
found  that  envelope!" 

"  I  don't  know ;  it  's  only  a  piece." 

"  Is  the  postmark  on  it?  " 

"  Xo." 

"Then  of  course  it  's  of  no  use." 

"  Maybe,  and  maybe  not ;  but  look."  And 
Phebe  laid  a  small  piece  of  paper  beneath  the 
inscription  in  the  book. 

There  was  one  breathless  moment  of  com- 
parison, then  Phebe  gave  a  sigh  of  relief. 

"  It  is  the  same  writing,  Percy;  the  G's  and 
L's  are  exactly  alike." 

Percy  took  up  the  mysterious  bit  and  turned 
it  over.  On  that  side,  in  his  father's  hand- 
writing, were  the  words : 

Vol.  II.  "  Henry  Clay."    American  Statesmen  Series. 


"  Where  did  the  thing  come  from?  "  he  asked. 

"  Do  you  remember  when  mother  had  that 
cold,  three  weeks  ago,  and  could  n't  go  out  for 
five  davs?    Well,  she  wrote  out  the  lists  for  me 


to  leave  at  the  grocer's  on  my  way  to  school, 
and  I  kept  them  so  father  could  compare  them 
with  the  bill,  and,  don't  you  see — " 

Whereupon  Phebe  began  an  intricate  expla- 
nation which  Percy  soon  cut  short  by  saying : 

"  I  guess  that  example  will  have  to  be 
proved  on  paper ;  it  's  too  much  for  my  brain 
to  carry." 

The  result  of  this  remark  was  the  following 
document,  which  two  evenings  later  was  pre- 
sented by  Percy  for  his  friend's  inspection : 

To  Whom  It  may  Con'CERN  : 

I,  Phebe  Lisle  Winston,  spinster,  am  going  to  prove 
that  if  this  [here  the  precious  bit  of  paper  was  pinned  to 
the  sheet]  is  a  part  of  the  envelope  of  a  letter  sent  by 
Mr.  John  Lewis  to  Mr.  George  Winston  on  May  3, 
then  that  letter  was  mailed  before  5  130  P.M.  on  that  day. 
That  "  if,"  I  know,  is  a  pretty  big  one,  but  Mr.  Lewis 
would  n't  be  likely  to  write  many  notes  to  father,  as  he 
lives  just  across  the  street ;  and  as  the  envelope  of  that 
particular  note  is  gone,  and  this  piece  of  the  envelope  of 
such  a  note  was  used  by  father  within  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  after  a  note  mailed  at  5  :30  the  night  before  should 
have  been  delivered,  it  does  seem  as  if  it  must  be  that 
one.  The  writing  (not  the  address)  was  done  on  May  4, 
as  the  list  is  the  one  for  that  day  at  the  grocer's — he 
looked  in  the  ledger  for  me ;  and  the  Henry  Clay  book 
was  taken  out  that  day — the  librarian  hunted  it  up. 
Father  wrote  the  name  of  the  book  before  8  :20,  because 
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I  heard  him  tell  Mr.  Carter  last  week  tliat  he  hail  not 
missed  the  8:30  train  for  two  months.  So  if  this  is  a 
piece  of  that  envelope,  it  must  have  been  posteil  before 
5  130  the  night  before  (letters  mailed  after  that  are  not 
delivered  till  10  a.m.),  and  if  a  letter  to  France,  sent  at 
the  same  time,  did  not  reach  New  York  that  night,  it 
must  have  been  the  post-ofTice's  fault  and  not  the  fault 
of  the  person  who  mailed  it. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

PiiKBK  Lisi.E  Winston. 

As  Gordon  finished  reading,  he  gave  one 
short  gasp  of  astonishment,  then  started  for  the 
door,  saying  to  Percy  : 

"  Come  into  the  hbrary  and  show  it  to 
father." 

Four  minutes  later  Mr.  Lewis  laid  Phebe's 
document  on  his  desk,  and  held  out  his  hand  to 
his  son. 

"  She  's  won  your  case,  my  boy,  and  you 
cannot  be  more  pleased  than  I."  Then,  turn- 
ing to  Percy,  "  Tell  your  sister  that  I  can 
cancel  the  '  if '  she  mentions.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly part  of  the  lost  envelope,  for  it  is  some  of 
my  wife's  stationery,  which  I  distinctly  remem- 
ber using  in  the  hurry  of  getting  away  that 
afternoon.  And  now  you  must  tell  us  the  little 
lady's  fee  for  this  piece  of  evidence." 

Percy  laughed.  "  I  rather  think  Phebe  looks 
upon  it  as  the  payment  of  a  debt  she  has  owed 
Gordon  for  some  time." 

"  Me! "  exclaimed  his  friend.  "  I  have  never 
said  ten  words  to  her  in  my  life." 

"  Maybe  not ;  but  you  have  said  them  for  her. 
Remember  your  setting  me  straight  on  the 
Lighthouse  question?  " 

"Nonsense!"  exclaimed  Gordon. 

"  Suppose  I  be  allowed  to  judge,"  suggested 
Mr.  Lewis. 

So  Percy,  feeling  that  Phebe's  ideas  of  debit 


ami  iTcdit  must  he  upheld  even  at  the  expense 
of  his  own  reputation,  told  the  story. 

Mr.  Lewis  seemed  highly  amused. 

"  And  she  thinks  that  service  balances  a  re- 
covered trip  to  Europe!  Well,  we  will  let  the 
matter  rest  for  the  present.  You  will  please 
give  her  our  heartiest  thanks ;  but  I  have  a 
strong  presentiment  that  Gordon  and  I  may 
discover  something  on  the  other  side  that  will 
strike  us  as  being  able  to  make  the  .scales 
more  even." 

Three  months  afterward,  on  the  very  evening 
of  his  return  from  Europe,  Gordon  Lewis  came 
over  to  the  Winston  home,  again  "  on  business." 
But  the  affair,  this  time,  seemed  to  be  contained 
in  a  little  leather  case  which  he  placed  in 
Phebe's  hands. 

And  when  the  lid  was  opened,  there  on  its 
white  satin  cushion,  in  the  midst  of  coil  upon 
coil  of  slender  gold  chain,  lay  as  charming  a 
little  watch  as  ever  came  from  the  skilled  hands 
of  the  Geneva  workmen. 

"  Europe  was  worth  many  times  that,"  said 
Gordon,  an  instant  later,  answering  a  protesting 
look  which  began  to  shadow  the  perfect  plea- 
sure expressed  in  Phebe's  face.  "  Father  wished 
me  to  explain,"  he  went  on,  lifting  the  watch 
from  its  case,  "  that  the  inscription  was  entirely 
his  doing,  and  knowing  your  strict  ideas  of 
obligation,  he  did  not  dare  to  have  it  anything 
else." 

Phebe  gave  one  intent  look  at  the  gold  disk 
that  made  the  center  of  the  blue-enameled 
cover,  and  then  broke  into  a  merry  laugh  of 
delighted  surprise  and  pleasure.  For  instead 
of  the  decorous  "P.  L.  W."  which  might  have 
been  there,  the  space  was  occupied  by  the 
tiniest,  daintiest  engraving  of  a— lighthouse. 
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"  The  nicest  man  I  ever  saw," 

Said  little  Nan  to  me, 
"  Is  the  one  who  stands  outside  our  school 

When  we  're  let  out  at  three. 

"  He  's  dressed  just  as  the  soldiers  are; 
He  wears  gold  buttons,  too ; 
And  he  stands  up  so  proud  and  straight. 
The  way  the  soldiers  do. 

"He  always  says,  '  Come,  little  kids, 
I  '11  take  you  'cross  street ' ;  and 
I  guess  'cause  I  'm  the  littlest  girl 
He  always  holds  my  hand. 

"  And  all  the  cars  and  horses  stop — 
He  's  so  big  they  don't  dare 
To  say  '  Get  up '  and  drive  'em  on, 
Because  he  's  standing  there. 


"  He  makes  believe  to  chase  the  boys, 
And  shakes  his  fist,  and  then 
He  laughs  and  laughs,  and  they  all  come 
A-scampering  back  again. 

"  Sometimes  he  pats  me  on  the  head 
And  says,  'Ho!   little  girl. 
You  going  to  wait  till  Christmas  comes 
To  cut  me  off  that  curl  ?  ' 

"And  one  time  when  it  rained,  the  street 
Was  muddy,  and  I  cried ; 
He  picked  me  up  and  carried  me 
Right  to  the  other  side. 


The  nicest  man  I  ever  saw," 

Said  Httle  Nan  to  me, 
Is  the  one  who  stands  outside  our  school 

When  we  're  let  out  at  three." 


AN    APRIL    FOOL 


By  Abby  F.  C.  Bates. 


When  Uncle  Robert  got  his  mail 
That  First-of-April  morning 

(Now,  absent-minded  people  all, 
Just  read  and  take  a  warning), 

Among  the  business  bills  and  slips, 

And  cards  of  invitation, 
And  friendly  notes,  he  found,  at  last, 

One  queer  communication. 

It  took  but  little  time  to  read  — 
A  moment  but  to  con  it: 


The  two  words  "April  Fool!"  were  all 
That  could  be  found  upon  it. 

Then  Uncle  Robert  laughed  and  said  : 
"I  've  heard  of  funny  blunders 
In  superscription  and  address, 
And  many  puzzling  wonders, 

'  And  seen  epistles  left  unsigned. 

This  goes  them  all  one  better: 
For  here  's  a  man  who  signed  his  name 
And  forgot  to  write  the  letter!" 


GUESS!" 


By  Montrosk  J.  Moses. 


He  stands  against  the  wall  and  says, 
Shaking  his  head  in  odd  little  ways: 
"  Guess  what  I  've  got  behind  my  back?  " 
And  then  he  laughs— my  youngster  Jack. 
"A  doll?" 

"  No." 
"A  ball?" 

"No." 
"A  gun?" 

"No." 
"A  bun?" 

"  No." 
"A  cat?" 

"  No." 
"A  hat?" 

"  No." 
"A  slate?" 

"  No." 
"  A  skate?  '^ 
"  No." 
Well,  I  Ml  confess, 
I  can't  guess! " 
And  then  he  jumps  and  laughs  with  glee, 
And  thinks  it  a  fine  joke  — does  he; 
With  outstretched  arms,  this  wee  boy  stands, 
And  says:  "I  only  had  my  hands!" 


By  Jean  Mathers. 


When  grandma  was  a  little  girl, 
And  was  sent  up  to  bed, 

She  carried  then  a  "  tallow  dip," 
Held  high  above  her  head. 

When  mama  used  to  go  up- 
stairs, 

After  she  'd  said  "Good  night," 
//rr  mother  always  held  a  lamp 

So  she  could  have  its  light. 

As  soon  as  sister's  bedtime  came, 
When  she  was  a  little  lass, 


mlp^^^^. 


If  she  found  the  room  too  dark, 
Mama  would  light  the  gas. 

Now,   when   the   sandman   comes 
for  me, 

I  like  to  have  it  bright ; 
So  I  reach  up  and  turn  the  key 

Of  my  electric  light. 

And  maybe  my  dear  dolly. 
If  she  lives  out  her  days. 

Will  see  right  through  the  darkness 
With  the  magical  X-rays! 
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A    COfRT     PAINTER. 


THE    PROFESSOR'S    MYSTERIOUS    RECITAL. 


Bv  Tudor  Jenks. 


It  was  a  very  hot  day.      Even  on  the  piaz-  and  caught  the  Professor's  kind   glance.      He 

zas,  under  the  broad   roof  and  awnings,  there  smiled  at  her,  and  she  had  a  happy  thought, 
was  hardly  air  enough  to  move  the  leaves  of         "  Professor,  won't  you  tell  us  a  story?"  she 

tlie  honeysuckle-vines.     Out  in  the  pasture,  the  asked. 


cattle  gathered  in  the  shadows  and  did  not 
move  e.xcept  to  lasli  lazily  at  the  flies. 

The  children  had  come  in  from  the  lawn, 
and  were  sitting  still.  Their  mother  and  father 
were  in  the  city,  and  the  only  grown  person  at 
home  was  their  visitor,  an  old  friend  of  the  fam- 
ily, a  professor,  who  had  come  to  stay  over  Sun- 
day. He  had  been  reading,  but  had  now  put 
down  his  book,  and  sat  listening  to  the  chil- 
dren's talk. 

At  length  one  of  the   little   girls   looked  up 


"Oh,  yes — do!"  said  another  little  girl; 
and  then  one  of  the  brothers  drew  his  chair 
closer,  and  the  other  brother  put  down  his 
book  to  listen. 

"  Why,  Daisy,"  the  Professor  said,  a  little 
uneasily,  "  I  never  told  a  story  in  my  life.  1 
hardly  imagine  I  am  capable  of  the  feat." 

"  Please  do,"  said  the  second  little  girl, 
whose  name  was  Violet. 

"  Do;  that  's  a  good  fellow,"  said  Hal. 

"If  you  insist,  I  '11  try  to  accommodate  my- 


494 


TriE    PROFESSORS    MYSTERIOUS    RECITAL. 


[Al'KIL, 


self  to  circumstances,"  the  Professor  said,  after 
a  moment.  "  But  I  am  more  accustomed  to 
delivering  lectures  than  to  the  narration  of 
fiction.     What  shall  I  tell  you  about?  " 

"  Oh,  anything,"  said  Stephen.  "  But  make 
it  lively." 

"  Did  you  ever  hear  the  story  of  Havelock 
the  Dane  ?  "  asked  the  Professor,  looking  se- 
verely at  his  young  audience. 

"  No,"  came  a  chorus;  "  tell  us  that." 

"Very  well,"  said  the  Professor,  "I  '11  tell 
you  about  him." 

The  children  settled  themselves  very  com- 
fortably, and  the  Professor  began  : 

"  In  a  remote  period  of  antiquity,  when 
much  of  our  history  partook  of  the  nature  of 
fabulous  tradition,  the  reigning  sovereign  of 
Denmark  died,  leaving  an  only  son.  As  the 
royal  consort  had  previously  died  also,  this  son 
was  an  orphan,  and  his  bringing-up  devolved 
upon—  " 

"  What  does  devolved  upon  mean  ?  "  asked 
Daisy,  when  a  pause  came. 

"  Devolved  upon  means  fell  to — that  is,  be- 
came the  duty  of,"  answered  the  Professor. 

"  Oh,"  said  Daisy.     "  Go  on,  please." 

"His  bringing-up  fell  upon  certain  high 
officials  of  the  court.  The  boy's  name  was 
Havelock,  and  the  officials  at  length  came  to 
regard  the  little  prince  as  an  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  their  own  ambition.  So  they  resolved 
to  sacrifice  the  lad  to  their  own  advance- 
ment." 

"They  were  going  to  kill  him?  "  asked  Hal. 

"  Not  just  that.  Though  far  inferior  to 
more  modern  peoples,  they  yet  seem  to  have 
recognized  the  sanctity  of  human  life,  and  con- 
sequently determined  to  rid  themselves  of  him. 
Constructing,  therefore,  a  rude  raft,  they  set 
the  orphan  prince  adrift,  confiding  him  to  the 
uncertain  mercy  of  the  winds  and  waves." 

"  They  put  him  on  a  raft,  and  then  let  the 
raft  go,  did  n't  they?  "  Stephen  said. 

"  Precisely,"  answered  the  Professor.  "  But 
the  elements  proved  less  unfeeling  than  his 
human  guardians.  Havelock  upon  his  clumsy 
vessel  accomplished  a  voyage  that  is  hardly 
credible,  for  he  is  reported  finally  to  have 
been  stranded  upon  the  coast  of  Lincolnshire 
—an   eastern  county  of   England.     Here   the 


helpless  infant  was  fortunately  discovered  by 
a  fisherman  whom  tradition  accords  the  name 
of  Grim ;  and  Grim  not  only  succored  the 
foundling,  but  carefully  tended  his  youthful 
years  until  the  young  man  bade  fair  to  do 
credit  to  his  foster-parent." 

"To  his  what?  "  asked  Hal. 

"  Foster-parent.  One  who  stands  /;/  loco 
parentis  is  so  called — that  is,"  the  Professor 
explained,  "  one  acting  as  a  father  to  a  child, 
though  not  a  father  really — or  a  mother,  either 
— is  known  as  a  foster  father  or  mother. 
Foster,  you  know,  is  to  cherish  or  care  for ; 
and  a  foster-parent  is  one  who — " 

"  Please  go  on,  Professor,"  said  Violet ;  "I 
see  what  you  mean.  It  is  one  who  takes  care 
of  a  child  like  a  parent." 

"  Yes,"  the  Professor  agreed.  "  Such  was 
this  benevolent  Grim  to  Havelock,  the  waif 
whom  chance  or  an  overruling  Providence  had 
intrusted  to  his  charge.  Now,  when  the  young 
Dane,  dispossessed  of  his  patrimony,  and  an 
exile  in  a  foreign  land,  was,  in  spite  of  his 
humble  station,  grown  to  be  a  man  in  years 
and  bearing,  it  happened  that  political  events 
in  England  had  caused  a  beautiful  princess 
also  to  be  left  sole  heiress  to  an  extended  do- 
minion.'* 

"Oh,  I  'm  glad  there  's  a  princess!"  said 
Daisy,  clapping  her  hands.  "  I  beheve  it  's 
going  to  be  a  fairy  story,  after  all." 

"  Not  just  that,"  said  the  Professor,  smihng 
indulgently ;  "  but,  at  all  events,  a  story  that 
is  not  without  its  romantic  features — though 
probably  fabulous  to  some  extent." 

"  Please  go  on  about  the  princess,"  said 
Violet.     "  Was  she  beautiful?  " 

"  Doubtless  she  was  so  reported,  as  the  nar- 
rative was  woven  into  a  troubadour's  ballad," 
said  the  Professor.  "  We  are  at  liberty  to 
assume  that  she  was  a  paragon  of  personal 
attractions." 

"  Does  that  mean  handsome?  "  asked 
Stephen. 

"Yes,"  said  the  Professor.  "Where  was  I? 
Oh,  I  remember.  Being  thus  in  a  situation 
very  similar  to  that  occupied  by  Havelock  be- 
fore his  expatriation  —  " 

"  What  is  expa — ?  "  Daisy  began. 

"  It  means  before  he  was  sent  out  on  the 


igoa.l 


THE    PROFESSORS    MYSTERIOUS    RECITAL. 


495 


raft,"  said  Hal.  "Don't  interrupt,  please. 
Go  on,  Professor." 

"  She,  too,  was  in  the  way  of  some  power- 
ful aristocrats  who  desired  to  usurp  the  throne. 
.Vnd  in  order  to  guard  against  her  ever  becom- 
ing the  wife  of  some  one  willing  and  able  to 
espouse  her  cause,  these  nobles  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  would  wed  her  to  some 
occupant  of  a  humble  station." 

"And  did  they?"  asked  Stephen. 

"  Ves,"  the  Professor  went  on.  "And  by 
a  remarkable  combination  of  events  it  came 
about  that  the  supposed  humble  groom  selected 
was  none  other  than  Havelock,  the  reputed  son 
of  Grim,  the  fisherman." 

"And  what  did  they  do?  "  asked  Violet. 

"They  married  the  princess  to  Havelock, 
making  merry  over  the  nuptials  of  the  wronged 
heiress  and  him  they  regarded  as  the  fisher-lad 
of  Lincolnshire.  But  it  happened  that  Grim 
had  preser\-ed  some  of  the  garments  in  which 
the  boy  Havelock  was  dressed  at  the  time  he 
was  despatched  from  the  Danish  coast.  And 
these  furnished  a  clue  to  the  young  seafarer's 
nationality.  This  clue  gave  a  starting-point 
for  Havelock's  inquiring  spirit,  and  by  patient 
analysis  and  persistent  inquiry  the  young  Da- 
nish prince  at  length  succeeded  in  establishing 
his  identity." 

"  What  was  that?  "  asked  Stephen. 

"  He  found  out  who  he  was — he  found  out 
he  was  a  Danish  prince  and  the  missing  heir 
to  the  throne.  Appealing  to  some  of  the  ad- 
herents to  his  dynasty,  Havelock  established 
his  claim  to  sovereignty,  and  after  some  con- 
troversy attained  .supremacy." 

"  Did  he  get  to  be  king?  "  Hal  inquired. 

"Yes  ;  and  being  then  King  of  Denmark,  he 
found  himself  in  a  position  successfully  to  en- 


force the  claim  of  the  princess  to  her  own 
usurped  dominions." 

"So  she  got  back  her  throne,  too?  "  asked 
Hal. 

"Yes;  anil  so  Havelock  the  Dane  came  to 
be  king  not  only  of  what  was  his  inheritance, 
but  also  of  the  realm  in  Albion  over  which  his 
wife's  title  brought  him  sovereignty." 

"Is  that  all?  "asked  Violet,  as  the  Pro- 
fessor paused. 

"Yes,"  answered  the  Professor;  "but  the 
legend,  if  authentic,  certainly  furnishes  a  note- 
worthy example  of  poetic  justice." 

"Yes,  sir,"  said  Stephen.  "And  we  are 
very  much  obliged  to  you." 

"  Quite  welcome,  I  'm  sure,"  said  the  Pro- 
fessor, picking  up  his  book  and  going  indoors. 

"Wake  up,  Daisy!"  .said  Hal,  shaking  his 
sister  gently  by  the  shoulder.  "  It  is  n't  polite 
to  go  to  sleep  like  that." 

"  Is  the — story  —  over?  "  asked  Daisy,  rub- 
bing her  eyes. 

"  Yes,"  said  Violet. 

"  What  was  it  about?  —  the  last  part  of  it?  " 
Daisy  asked  drowsily. 

"  I  don't  know  quite,"  said  Hal.  "  I  feel 
sure  Havelock  married  the  princess,  anyway. 
But  it  was  n't  a  fairy  story." 

"What  kind  of  a  story  was  it?"  Violet 
asked. 

"  A  kind  of  a  dictionary  story,  I  guess," 
said  Stephen.  "  It  must  be  nice  to  go  to  col- 
lege and  learn  what  big  words  mean.  The 
Professor  must—  why,  I  'm  in  the  Fifth  Reader, 
and  I  could  n't  tell  what  he  was  talking 
about." 

"  Nor  I,  either,"  said  Hal.  "  But  I  'm  going 
to  reid  that  story  when  I  'm  grown  up  and 
have  been  through  college!" 


THE    BOYS    OF   THE   RINCON    RANCH. 


By  H.  S.  Canfield. 


Tiu^  is  the  sixth  of  the  ''  loiii;-storu-s-compU-te-in-OHe-)i umber''  to  appear  in  the  present  volume  of  Sr. 
Nicholas.  //  is  a  genuine  story  of  adventure— of  real,  not  "  ilime-noz'el,"  adventure.  Ralph  and  Donald, 
tivo  JVew  York  boys  -,vho  knoiu  more  of  printers'  ink  than  of  outdoor  life,  visit  their  cousin  Harry,  whose 
home  is  on  a  Texas  ranch.  The  readers  of  St.  NICHOLAS  will  find  the  breezy,  wholesome  tone  of  the  story 
most  refreshing.      A  nd  so—  ' '  westward  ho .'  " 


Chapter  I. 

THE    DEPARTURE    FROM    THE    CITY. 

Mrs.  Henrietta  Lucy  Cruger,  wife  of  a 
wealthy  and  prominent  banker  of  New  York 
City,  called  to  her  two  sons,  Ralph  and  Donald  : 

"  Boys,  come  here!      I  have  news  for  you." 

Ralph,  sixteen  years  old,  slender,  long-legged, 
pale,  and  narrow  of  chest,  was  doubled  in  a  big 
chair  in  the  adjacent  library,  deep  in  the  sec- 
ond volume  of  Carlyle's  "  History  of  the  French 
Revolution."  He  did  not  understand  one  half 
of  it,  nor  appreciate  the  other  half,  but  it  was 
his  fashion  to  pretend  a  tremendous  interest. 
A  boy  only  fourteen  years  old,  who  attended 
the  same  fashionable  school,  had  read  the  book, 
and  talked  much  about  it.  So  he  answered  not 
at  all  to  his  mother's  call.  Donald,  aged  thir- 
teen, like  his  brother  in  build  and  face,  was 
curled  in  another  chair.  His  nose  was  within 
three  inches  of  a  thin  volume  bought  in  a  sec- 
ond-hand book-store  downtown.  When  not 
reading  it  in  safety,  he  kept  it  hidden  in  the 
bosom  of  his  shirt.  It  was  called  "  Sea  Wolf ; 
or.  The  Black  Avenger  of  the  Spanish  Main." 
Only  eight  persons  were  killed  in  the  first  chap- 
ter, but  it  got  better  as  it  went  on.  Just  then 
the  "  Avenger  "  had  captured  Panama  with  a 
boat-load  of  assistants,  defeating  two  thousand 
Spanish  soldiers,  and  was  cavorting  through  the 
main  street  with  a  pistol  in  each  hand  and  a 
cutlas  between  his  teeth,  picking  off  dukes  and 
captains  of  the  guard.  In  justice  to  Donald 
it  must  be  said  that  he  did  not  hear  his  mo- 
ther. He  would  not  have  heard  a  salvo  of 
artillery. 

She  called  again : 

"Ralph!      Donald!      Come  here!" 


There  was  more  positiveness  in  her  voice. 
She  was  a  woman  of  firmness,  and  governed  her 
big  boys  as  well  as  she  could.  Necessarily  she 
was  shut  out  from  much  of  their  sport,  and  was 
compelled  to  depend  upon  their  assertions  for 
knowledge  of  how  they  spent  their  spare  time. 
This  was  not  doing  them  any  good.  Their 
father,  a  big,  good-natured,  busy  man,  saw 
them  only  in  the  evening  hour,  and  not  always 
then.  His  theory  was  that  "boys  will  be  boys," 
and,  properly  fed  and  clothed,  will  come  out 
all  right  in  the  end.  This  was  not  doing  them 
any  good,  either.  The  added  sharpness  in  the 
tone  pierced  through  the  Carlyle  mists,  and 
Ralph  rose  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  though  he  would 
have  denied  that  it  was  anything  of  the  kind. 
He  walked  across  the  room  and  yanked  his 
smaller  brother  from  the  chair. 

"  Wake  up,  kid!  "  he  said.  "  The  mother  's 
calling.  The  '  Black  Avenger '  is  a  dead  one, 
anyhow.  Why'n't  you  read  '  Treasure  Island  '? 
Old  John  Silver  was  a  daisy." 

Donald  glanced  resentfully  at  him,  but 
rammed  the  "  Sea  Wolf  "  under  the  chair-cush- 
ion in  silence.  A  moment  later  they  stood  be- 
fore Mrs.  Cruger  in  a  small  room  she  had  fitted 
up  as  her  own  sitting-room,  so  that  she  might 
be  near  to  her  husband  in  the  evening.  A 
pleasant,  grave-faced  lady,  with  a  decided  chin 
and  gentle  brown  eyes.  She  smiled  at  the 
boys,  and  beckoned  them  to  her.  They  went 
promptly  enough,  for,  albeit  spoiled  somewhat, 
they  loved  their  mother  very  truly.  She  put  an 
arm  about  each,  and  said : 

"  You  've  heard  me  speak  often  of  your  aunt 
Mary  Downing,  boys?" 

Ralph  nodded  in  silence.     Donald  said : 

"  She  lives  in  Texas  near  the  Rio  Grande. 
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The  Rio  Grande  rises  in  sdutliwestern  Colonulo 
and  flows   in   a    generally   southerly   direction 
through  New  Mexico,  emptying  into  the  Gulf 
of   Mexico.      It  forms  much   of  the  boundary 
line  between  the  republics  of  Mexico  and  the 
United  States  of  America.      It  —  " 
Ralph  said  :  "  Oh,  shut  up!  " 
Mrs.  Cruger  smiled,  and  continued: 
"  Vou   know,  then,  that  Dr.  John   Downing, 


Harry,  then  six  years  old,  and  all  of  his  capital. 
1  le  tlid  this  because  of  bad  health  resulting  from 
overwork.  He  wanted  pure  air,  quiet,  and  a 
complete  change  of  occupation.  He  bought 
twenty  thousand  acres  of  wild  land  in  Dimmit 
County,  built  a  home,  and  began  raising  cattle 
and  sheep.  He  died  five  years  ago.  The  ven- 
ture proved  to  be  a  success,  I  think.  Your 
aunt  manages  tlie  ranch,  assisted  ttv  Harry,  of 


"C\KI,YLE's     '  KRfcNCH     KE\  ( )LlTION,'    ANlJ     'THE     llLAtK     A\KNGER     OK    THE     SI'A.MSH     MAIN.'" 

your  uncle  by  marriage,  who  was  a  Philadelphia  whom  she  is  very  proud.      He  is  just  your  age, 

physician    in   excellent   practice,  went   to   the  Ralph." 

Lower   Rio  Grande  country  in    1880,   taking  "  Her  letters  are  full  of  him,"  said  Ralph, 

with  him  my  sister  Mary  (his  wife),  their  son  "  Very  true.     ^VeW,  she  has  written  to  me,  and 
Vol.  XXIX.— 63. 
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asks  that  I  sent!  you  two  to  spend  a  winter  on 
the  ranch.  It  is  now  tlie  end  of  Sei)tember, 
and  the  most  dehghtful  season  of  the  year  is 
beginning  in  that  section.  She  is  anxious  to 
have  vou  come.     Would  you  Hke  to  go?  " 

Ralph  did  not  answer.  He  was  thinking  of 
half-formed  plans  for  the  coming  winter — 
theaters,  lectures,  dances  for  youngsters  in  their 
teens,  automobile  rides  in  the  snow,  ice-polo,  of 
many  things.  He  coughed  .slightly  behind  his 
hand,  and  his  mother  marked  the  cough.  A 
shade  of  anxiety  came  to  her  face.  Donald 
asked : 

"Are  there  Spanish  down  there?  " 

"  There  are  many  Spanish-descended  Mexi- 
cans," Mrs.  Cruger  replied. 

" '  Don  Antonio  Palacios  de  Garcia,  gov- 
ernor of  Panama,  a  grandee  of  haughty  mien,'  " 
Donald  went  on  incautiously,  "  '  defended  the 
town  with  all  the  skill  and  valor  of  a  tried  vete- 
ran, but  his  stern  bravery  availed  naught  against 
the  magnificent  daring  of  the  black-browed — '  " 

Then  he  stopped  in  confusion,  the  blood 
mounting  to  his  pale  face.  His  mother  looked 
at  him  wonderingly.  Ralph  snickered.  She 
forbore  to  press  an  inquiry,  however,  because 
the  businesjs  in  hand  was  important. 

"  You  ought  to  go,"  she  remarked  musingly, 
speaking  half  to  herself.  "  I  really  think  that 
you  ought  to  go.  You  are  neither  of  you  so 
strong  as  I  could  wish— though  you  are  stout 
boys,"  she  added  cpuckly,  to  reassure  herself; 
"  yes,  you  are  quite  stout.  Still,  the  climate 
and  the  open  air  would  make  you  stronger, 
and  I  — I  think  that  I  shall  .send  you." 

There  was  much  pain  in  her  brown  eyes,  and 
her  arm  tightened  about  Donald,  but,  boylike, 
they  did  not  see  the  pain,  nor  had  they  any 
understanding  of  what  the  decision  cost  her. 

They  began  a  protest,  but  she  interrupted 
them  with : 

"  There,  there!  I  have  talked  over  the  mat- 
ter with  your  father.  He  agrees  with  me.  It 
is  best." 

These  were  bright  boys,  with  naturally  keen 
wits  sharpened  by  education  and  city  hfe,  and 
they  said  no  more.  They  had  come  to  know 
that  "  It  is  best  "  from  their  mother's  lips  meant 
the  argument  was  closed.  She  told  them  that 
they  would  start  in  a  week,  and  that  she  woukl 


attend  to  purchasing  proper  outfits.  They  re- 
turned to  the  library,  but,  to  save  his  life,  Ralph 
could  not  become  interested  in  the  bloodthirsti- 
ness  of  M.  Marat,  and  for  Donald  the  fangs  of 
the  "  Sea  Wolf  "  had  lost  their  point  and  .shine. 
Gore  dripped  from  the  jaws  of  this  ravager,  and 
the  howls  of  his  fearful  companions  rang  over 
burning  Panama,  but  it  was  all  flat  and  stale. 

I'he  intervening  days  passed  quickly.  There 
were  some  tears  and  sobbings  from  Donald,  but 
the  parents  were  inexorable.  More  than  once 
Ralph  felt  a  lump  in  his  throat,  but  he  choked 
it  back.  Should  a  youth  able  to  grapple  with 
Carlyle  boohoo  like  an  infant? 

The  boys  surveyed  their  rough  clothing  with  a 
mixture  of  interest  and  contempt.  They  were 
pleased,  however,  with  a  small  rifle  and  a  shot- 
gun, and  with  a  handsome  camera,  too.  Two 
huge  trunks  accompanied  them  to  the  train. 
When  their  mother  had  seen  them  comfortably 
placed  on  a  sleeper  which  would  go  through  to 
St.  Louis,  she  kissed  them  often,  and  told  them 
that  they  must  write  to  her  every  few  days,  which 
they  promised  promptly,  having  no  foreknow- 
ledge that  they  would  do  nothing  of  the  kind. 

They  reached  the  Mississippi  on  schedule 
time,  raced  across  the  State  of  Missouri,  cut  a 
corner  oflf  Kansas,  and  plunged  downward 
through  the  wilderness  of  Indian  Territory. 
They  were  interested,  of  course,  in  the  copper- 
colored  people  with  black  eyes  who  came  to 
the  little  stations  in  the  Territory  to  see  the 
train  go  by,  and  for  the  first  time  encountered 
slain  wild  turkeys  as  an  article  of  daily  barter. 
When  they  entered  Texas  they  began  to  inquire 
of  fellow-passengers  the  distance  to  San  An- 
tonio. They  were  astounded  when  told  that  it 
was  some  hundreds  of  miles.  Also  they  were 
disappointed,  because  they  were  getting  tired. 
A  boy,  however,  will  stand  an  unlimited  amount 
of  riding  so  long  as  he  has  new  things  to  look 
at,  and  they  were  fairly  fresh  when  they  reached 
the  (juaint  half- Mexican  city  of  the  Alamo, 
where  they  staved  three  hours,  and  Donald 
made  himself  ill  with  tamales  and  chile-con- 
carne,  which  burnt  the  roof  of  his  mouth  dread- 
fully, and  made  him  wish  that  he  was  back 
with  his  mother. 

Their  destination  was  Cotulla,  a  little  railway 
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town  in  La  Salle  County,  eighty  miles  south  of 
San  Antonio.  They  arrived  at  five  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon  of  a  cloudless  October  day.  .\s 
they  stepiied  upon  the  wooden  platform  of  the 
station  and  saw  their  trunks  tossed  from  the 
baggage-car,  they  were  siirprisetl  by  the  liuht- 
ness  and  dryness  of  the  atmosphere,  in  which 
there  was  not  even  a  suggestion  of  cold.  It 
seemed  to  both  Ralph  and  Donald  that  their 
chests  e.vpanded  an  e.xtra  inch  as  this  air  fountl 
its  wav  into  their  lungs.  It  had  an  exciting 
eflfect,  too,  and  sent  the  blood  faster  through 
their  veins.  Green  things  were  all  about  them. 
Even  the  grass  had  the  hue  which  adorns  Cen- 
tral Park  in  the  spring.  They  knew  that  they 
ought  to  feel  lonely,  but  they  did  not.  In- 
stead they  were  happy,  and  smiled  at  each 
other,  though  they  had  quarreletl  now  and  then 
on  the  way  down.  They  had  sent  frequent 
postal-cards  homeward,  and  thought  that  their 
duties  as  correspondents  had  been  discharged. 

They  were  gazing  at  the  fast-vanishing  train 
when  a  round,  pleasant  voice,  with  a  boyish 
ring  to  it,  greeted  them  : 

"You  are  my  cousins,  are  n't  you?  I  'm 
Harry  Downing." 

They  turned,  and  faced  a  youth  taller  than 
Ralph  and  much  heavier.  His  shoulders  were 
square,  his  arms  long,  his  chest  deep  and  arched 
—  evidently  a  powerful  boy  for  his  years. 
There  was  something  in  his  frank  face  which 
reminded  them  of  their  mother.  Perhaps  it 
was  the  eyes,  which  were  brown  like  hers,  or  it 
may  have  been  the  resolute  chin.  The  almost 
womanish  softness  of  the  eyes  was  redeemed  in 
part  by  heavy  black  eyebrows.  His  hair,  too, 
was  black,  and  curled  massively  over  his  brow. 
The  wind  lifting  these  short  curls  showed  a 
white  space  upon  the  upper  part  of  his  forehead 
to  which  the  sun  had  not  reached.  The  remain- 
der of  his  face  was  burnt  to  a  nut-brown,  and 
through  the  darkened  skin  the  clear  flush  of  health 
glowed  redly.  There  was  an  air  of  indepen- 
dence and  self-reliance  about  him,  of  positive- 
ness  even,  and  no  trace  at  all  of  embarrassment. 
He  was  clad  in  a  light  woolen  coat  of  brown, 
a  gray  flannel  shirt,  and  brown  trousers  stuffed 
into  riding-boots  whose  heels  were  spurred. 
On  his  head,  tilted  aback,  was  a  wide  dark  hat 
of  felt,  —  a  sombrero,  —  and  about  his  waist  a 


broad  leather  belt  with  loops  upon  it,  made 
for  the  holding  of  rifle  and  pistol  cartridges, 
lie  smiled  as  he  spoke,  showing  white,  even 
teeth,  it  was  inexpressibly  debonair  and  en- 
gaging, this  smile. 

Ralph,  as  l)ecame  the  owner  of  an  automobile 
and  a  student  of  Carlyle,  was  slightly  formal. 
He  had  dim  thoughts  of  reaching  into  a  vest- 
pocket  for  a  card.  The  eyes  of  brown,  so  like 
mother's,  caught  Donald,  and  he  stepped  for- 
ward impulsively,  both  hands  extended. 

"Yes,"  he  said,  "we  're  the  Cruger  boys. 
You  're  Cousin  Harry.      How  do  you  do!" 

Harry  shook  hands  vigorously,  clapped  the 
reluctant  Ralph  on  the  .shoulder,  and  said,  with 
a  slight  drawl : 

"  Well,  now,  I  'm  mighty  glad  to  see  you,  and 
madre  will  be  glad,  too." 

"  Who  's  that?"  asked  Ralph. 

"  Madre,"  Harry  answered  in  a  surprised 
tone.     "  My  mother,  you  know." 

"  Oh,"  said  Ralph,  "  I  tumble.  That 's  Span- 
ish." Before  Donald's  eyes  floated  a  vision  of 
the  "  Black  Avenger  "  careering  through  Pan- 
ama. He  liked  this  cousin,  and  was  beginning 
to  like  this  country.  "  We  will  stop  here  to- 
night? "  his  brother  asked. 

"  Oh,  no,"  was  the  reply.  "  The  sun  's  an 
hour  high  yet.  The  wagon  and  team  are  here. 
We  '11  make  Espia  Creek  by  dark,  and  camp 
there." 

Two  Mexicans  were  called,  and  the  trunks 
lifted  into  a  stout  farm-wagon  drawn  by  under- 
sized horses.  The  Crugers  climbed  into  a  spare 
seat.  Harry  took  the  reins,  and,  by  way  of  a 
level  road,  they  entered  a  dense  growth  of  mes- 
quit  which  grew  to  the  edge  of  the  town.  On 
either  side  strange  birds  were  calling.  The 
rich  scent  of  late-blossoming  catclaw  made  the 
air  odorous.  Yellow  blooms  of  the  hiiisachc 
hung  over  the  narrow  road.  A  bevy  of  slate- 
colored  fjuails  whirred  up  in  mimic  thunder  from 
the  undergrowth.  Huge  cacti,  ten,  twenty  feet 
high,  reared  ungainly  forms.  The  land  was 
rolling,  gentle  hills  and  shallow  vales,  and 
swathed  completely  in  its  robe  of  green.  Two 
miles  from  Cotulla  they  struck  a  small  prairie, 
still  starred  with  blossoms.  Trotting  slowly  for 
a  half-hour,  they  paused  upon  the  summit  of  a 
low  hill.     Below  them  stretched  a  declivity  of 
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easy  grade.     At  its  bottom,  a  cjuarter  of  a  mile  On  the  banks  of  a  clear  stream,  camj)  was 

away,  was  a  line  of  cottonwood,  oak,  hickory,  i)itched.       Preparations   were   simple.       Harry 

and  pecan  trees.  unhitched  the  horses,  and  staked  them  out  with 

"  That,"   said    Ilarrv,    pointing,    "  is    Espia  long  ropes,  so  that  they  might  graze  through  the 

Creek."  night      He  built  a  fire  of  the  loo.se  wood  lying 

The  sun  poised  for  an  instant  upon  the  west-  about,  threw  three  pairs  of  l)lankets  on  the  dry 


i;.  rtXAS.   "ON  iHE  BANKS  OF  A  CLEAR  STREAM,  LAMP  WAS  I'lTCHED. " 

em  horizon,  sending  long  red  shafts  across  the  ground,  went  to  the  creek  and  returned  with  a 

close-packed  tops  of  the  mesquit,  and  dived  as  bucket  of  water,  set  a  pot  of  coffee  to  boil  on 

a  swimmer  to  his  plunge.     Then  the  dark  fell,  the  coals,  from  the  rear  of  the  wagon  extracted 

Not  five  minutes  of  twilight  intervened.     This  tin  plates,  cups,  and  knives  and  forks,  sliced 

brought  to  the  brothers  a  sense  of  strangeness,  some  bread,  and  peeped  into  the  pot.     Then 
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he  unrolled  a  clean  white  cloth,  and  displayeil 
the  plump  bodies  of  six  (juails  that  he  had  killed 
on  his  way  into  town.  They  were  deftly  broiled 
on  the  coals,  and  the  Crugers  were  invited  to 
fall  to.  The  coffee  was  good,  the  home-made 
bread  was  excellent,  the  (juails  were  delicious. 
Everything  was  sauced  with  hunger. 

Wrapped  in  their  blankets,  the  boys  watched 
for  a  little  while  the  hosts  of  brilliant  stars  stud- 
ding a  sky  of  blue-black.  Then  they  slept 
more  soundly  than  they  had  ever  slept  amid 
the  muffled  roar  of  city  streets. 

Chaptkr  II. 

AN     EARI.V    MORNING     BATTLE    IN 
THE    CHAPARRAL. 

It  was  fifty  miles  from  the  railway  to  the 
ranch,  over  a  road  that  was  often  not  more 
than  half  a  road  ;  but  the  horses,  of  mixed  mus- 
tang and  American  blood,  grass-fed,  enduring 
and  lusty,  made  nothing  of  it.  They  seemed 
as  strong  at  the  end  of  the  trip  as  at  its  begin- 
ning. Halting  upon  an  eminence,  late  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  second  day,  Harry  directed  the 
boys'  attention  to  a  house  of  snowy  w-hiteness, 
which  nestled  in  a  grove  of  live-oaks  some  five 
miles  distant,  although  it  seemed  not  more  than 
two.  It  made  a  pretty  picture,  contrasting  its 
whiteness  with  the  deep  green  of  the  trees  sur- 
rounding it. 

"  There,"  he  said,  with  both  love  and  pride, 
"  is  home." 

"  Has  the  place  a  name?  "  asked  Ralph. 

"  It  is  called  Rincon  Ranch,  and  our  brand 
is  the  '  Circle  R'  —  a  capital  R,  you  know,  with 
a  ring  around  it." 

During  the  drive  the  brothers  had  learned 
not  only  to  like  their  cousin,  but  to  regard  him 
with  a  certain  respect.  He  seemed  such  a  ca- 
pable fellow,  and,  though  to  the  full  as  boyish 
as  they,  had  much  self-poise.  His  views  of 
life  were  larger.  He  seemed  already  to  have 
assumed  responsibilities  which  are  part  of  man's 
estate.  He  talked  gravely  about  the  prices  of 
cattle  ;  the  amount  of  w^ool  a  well-graded  sheep 
should  yield  ;  the  condition  of  the  I>oston  mar- 
ket;  the  comparative  merits  of  Holstein,  Here- 
ford, Devonshire,  and  polled  Angus  breeds; 
the  necessity  at  once  of  wise  economy  and  of 


large  liberality  in  conducting  a  business  of  im- 
portance. They  were  disposed  to  look  upon 
him  as  one  much  older  than  they  until  he  dis- 
played an  almost  childish  curiosity  about  their 
city  lives,  the  cut  of  their  clothing,  their  sports, 
ambitions,  and  the  notions  that  come  to  every 
boy.  He  was  also  eager  to  inspect  tiieir  weap- 
ons, and  manifested  the  liveliest  interest  in  the 
camera,  the  only  one  he  had  ever  seen.  When 
told  that  even  Donald,  at  thirteen,  was  able  to 
make  a  fairly  satisfactory  photograph  of  persons 
or  things,  he  was  immersed  in  thought  for 
a  while,  and  then  said  resignedly  :  "  That  comes 
from  living  where  you  have  advantages."  Mas- 
ter Ralph  took  occasion  soon  to  state,  in 
an  offhand  manner,  that  Thomas  Carlyle  was 
a  great  writer,  and  his  "  History  of  the  French 
Revolution  "  an  enthralling  work,  whereupon 
their  positions  were  reversetl,  and  Harry  sur- 
veyed him  as  one  far  above  ordinary  planes. 

On  this  ride  the  young  rancher  showed  not 
only  that  he  was  a  good  driver,  but  that  he  had 
eyes  for  everything  above  them  or  beneatli 
them  or  on  each  side  of  them.  Plainly  the  life 
of  the  prairie  and  chaparral  was  an  open  page 
to  him.  He  told  them  the  name  of  each  strange 
plant  and  flower.  They  added  the  titles  of 
dozens  of  birds  to  their  vocabularies.  A  long- 
legged  mixture  of  flier  and  fowl  appearing  sud- 
denly upon  one  side  of  the  roadway,  and  darting 
along  it  with  tremendous  speed,  the  Crugers 
asked  simultaneously  for  its  name. 

"  That,"  he  said,  "  is  a  paisano,  which  is 
Spanish  for  peasant.  '  El  paisano '  the  Mexi- 
cans call  that  fellow.  Americans  know  him 
also  as  a  'road-runner'  or  'chaparral-cock.' 
He  is  swifter  than  a  quail  on  foot,  but  not  so 
fast  as  a  wild  turkey." 

"  Are  they  good  to  eat?  "  was  the  next  natu- 
ral inquiry. 

"  They  are  not  good  for  anything,"  Harry 
answered,  "except  to  kill  snakes.  They  are 
high-born  chieftains  at  that  work." 

He  also  introduced  his  cousins  to  a  dozen  dif- 
fering varieties  of  hawks,  from  the  small  .spar- 
row-hawk with  blue  in  its  wings,  to  a  huge  l)lack 
prowler  almost  as  large  as  an  eagle  and  quite 
as  savage.  It  often  bore  off  young  lambs,  he 
told  them.  Reaching  under  the  wagon-seat, 
he  drew  out  a  Winchester  carbine,  dropped  the 
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reins,  threw  it  to  his  shoulder,  and,  with  no  ap- 
parent aim,  fired.  The  great  bird  was  more 
than  a  hundred  yards  high,  and  the  usual  strong 
wind  of  western  Texas  was  blowing,  but  a 
single  large  feather,  almost  ebon  in  color,  was 
ripped  from  a  wing  and  floated  downward  to 
the  road.  Not  waiting  for  the  team  to  check, 
Donald  sprang  out  and  rolled  in  the  sand.  He 
was  up  in  a  moment,  however,  and  stuck  the 
feather  in  his  hat,  clambering  into  the  wagon, 
dusty  and  flushed,  but  happy. 

Ralph  looked  on  a  little  enviously.  He 
began  to  think  that  being  a  learned  and  su- 
perior person  had  its  disadvantages. 

"  Did  you  expect  to  kill  that  hawk?  "  he  asked 
incredulously  of  Harry,  who  had  made  no  apol- 
ogy for  the  miss,  but  continued  serenely  driving. 

"  Why,  sure!  "  was  the  response.  "  I  've  done 
it  often  ;  but  I  often  miss  easier  shots." 

The  boys  were  specially  attracted  by  the  nu- 
merous forms  of  cacti,  because  in  the  conser- 
vatory at  home  they  had  been  taught  to  regard 
these  plants  as  costly  and  curious.  Harry 
estimated  them  only  as  part  of  the  general 
landscape,  and  of  little  use  or  beauty,  saving 
only  the  broad-leaved  prickly-pear,  which,  he 
said,  contained  much  moisture,  and  was  fed  to 
the  cattle  in  time  of  drought,  the  sharp  thorns 
being  first  burned  oflf  in  an  open  fire.  He 
showed  them  the  red  pear-apples,  half  as  large 
as  an  orange  and  elliptical  in  form,  which  grow 
on  the  ends  of  these  leaves,  and  told  them 
that  when  first  eaten  they  were  apt  to  cause 
fever,  but  once  the  fever  had  passed  the  person 
eating  them  wanted  more.  He  showed  them, 
too,  the  finger  cactus,  standing  straight  and 
slender,  not  larger  round  than  a  fair-sized  walk- 
ing-stick ;  the  snake  cactus,  which  ran  along  the 
ground  like  a  vine  ;  the  rock  cactus,  growing  in 
Hmestone  crevices;  the  Spanish  dagger,  most 
cruel  of  plants;  the  petalla  cactus,  bearing  a 
small  round  fruit  in  its  center  of  a  deliciousness 
past  words;  and  the  "  niggerhead "  cactus, 
round,  woolly,  and  clumplike.  Massed  in  with 
these  were  rataraa,  huisache,  wild  sage,  catclaw, 
mimo.sa,  and  pepper,  making  in  many  places  a 
thicket  impenetrable  to  anything  larger  than  a 
rat.  Every  vegetable  thing,  except  the  pepper, 
bore  thorns.     Harry  said  : 

"  The  thorns  are  put  upon  all  these  things  by 


nature,  or,  as  madre  says,  by  Providence.  But 
for  the  thorns  the  plants  would  long  ago  have 
been  destroyed  by  wild  animals  for  the  moisture 
they  hold.  Wetness  is  worth  money  in  this 
climate.  The  pepper-bushes  don't  have  thorns, 
because  they  don't  need  them.  They  are  hotter 
than  fire.  I  get  that — and  a  good  deal  else — 
from  madre.  She  says  the  thorns  are  God's 
armor  for  the  green  things." 

They  found  the  ranch-house  to  be  a  low,  ram- 
bling structure  built  of  adobe,  or  slabs  of  sun- 
dried  earth,  each  slab  two  feet  long,  a  foot  wide, 
and  a  foot  thick.  It  was  whitewashed  heavily 
upon  the  outside,  and  its  roof  was  made  of  a 
water-plant  called  tule.  This  roof  was  eigh- 
teen inches  thick  and  impervious  to  rain.  The 
house  covered  a  quarter  of  an  acre,  exclusive 
of  the  long  veranda,  or  "  gallery,"  which,  roofed 
also  with  tule,  ran  all  the  way  around  it.  Stand- 
ing in  the  door,  shading  her  eyes  with  her  hand 
from  the  bright  sunlight  which  poured  over  the 
wide  land,  was  a  woman  of  middle  age,  her  dark 
hair  streaked  with  gray  here  and  there  ;  but  her 
face  was  unwrinkled,  and  it  showed  ruddily 
under  the  bronze,  as  did  her  son's.  The  face  was 
beaming  now,  and  as  she  started  rapidly  toward 
them  when  they  came  to  a  halt,  the  visitors 
could  almost  have  thought  that  their  own  mother 
was  coming  to  meet  them.  She  did  not  pause 
to  greet  them  in  words,  but  took  each  of  them 
into  her  arms  and  kissed  them  tenderly.  Then 
she  said : 

"  My  dear  boys!      My  dear,  dear  boys!  " 

Harry  stood  by,  smiling.  As  she  turned  to 
him,  he  put  his  arm  about  her  with  a  swift  little 
squeeze.  The  Crugers  marked,  during  their 
stay,  that  their  cousin's  attitude  toward  her  was 
always  one  of  love  and  deference,  almost  of 
reverence,  yet  had  in  it  a  half-playful  protecting 
quality,  as  if  she  were  at  once  mother  and  sis- 
ter. Mrs.  Downing,  like  their  own  mother, 
was  not  tall,  but  was  active  and  gentle,  with 
much  the  same  hair  and  eyes.  Something  her 
son  had  whispered  to  her  pleased  her  evidentlv, 
for  she  put  a  hand  upon  the  shoulder  of  each 
of  the  brothers  and  marched  them  toward  the 
house,  looking  first  into  one  face  and  then  into 
the  other,  and  saying: 

"  You  are  like  your  father,  and  yet  like  Lucy, 
too.      Our   winds    will    put    color   into    your 
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cheeks.     You  will  be  happy  Iktc.      Oh,  I  know 
you  will  be  happy  herd" 

Two  Mexican.s,  dark-fared,  lieavilv  built,  and 
walking  with  the  wide,  stratldling  gait  of  the 
cow-hand,  came  from  behind  the  liouse,  lifted 
the  trunks  from  the  wagon,  and  followed  them. 
Two  more  Mexicans  unhitched  the  horses  and 
leil  them  to  a  near-by  pasture  fenced  in  with 
barbed  wire.  Two  more  took  hold  of  the 
wagon-tongue  and  ran  the  vehicle  into  an  out- 
house. Four  more,  appearing  apparently  from 
nowhere,  looked  on  appreciatively,  tlieir  white 
teeth  showing  under  black  mustachios.  A  fat 
Mexican  woman  of  forty  and  three  plump 
Mexican  girls  laughed  softly  as  they  entered, 
and,  coming  forward,  bowed  respectfully. 
These  were  the  cook  and  her  handmaidens. 
Behind  them  a  shock-headed  Mexican  boy  of 
ten  years  stared  with  round  eyes  of  jet.  and 
"neither  smiled  nor  spoke.  When  Harry  came 
in,  however,  directing  the  men  with  the  trunks, 
he  grinned  stolidly  and  retired  into  the  darkness 
of  the  kitchen. 

The  boys  were  taken  to  a  large  room,  whose 
walls  also  were  whitewashed,  and  spotless.  It 
contained  two  narrow  cots  of  rawhide,  three 
chairs  with  rawhide  bottoms,  a  plain  square 
center-table  upon  which  were  books  and  a 
lamp,  two  chests  of  drawers,  a  half-length  mirror 
of  fine  beveled  glass,  two  .small  wash-stands 
holding  each  a  tin  pitcher  and  basin,  soap  and 
rough  towels,  combs  and  brushes ;  and  on  the 
floor,  which  was  uncarpeted,  were  two  ham- 
mocks, ready  for  slinging.  At  the  far  end  of 
the  room  was  a  huge  open  fireplace,  half  filled 
with  gnarled  mesquit  logs.  By  each  cot  was 
a  strip  of  matting.  Few  but  good  pictures 
were  on  the  walls.  Two  narrow  windows, 
whose  casings  swung  in  solidly  on  hinges, 
looked  out  upon  a  side  yard  only  four  feet 
bflow  them.  The  books  were  of  historv  and 
travel.  Peeping  .slyly  at  their  titles,  Donakl 
was  inclined  to  rank  them  as  lacking  in  dash. 

Dark  having  fallen  soon,  the  boys  were  fed 
with  brown  bread,  fresh  goat's  milk,  and  curd 
with  red  pepper  in  it.  This  la.st  was  hot  but 
good.  Then,  noting  the  lines  of  fatigue  under 
their  eyes,  their  aunt  insisted  that  thev  go  to 
bed,  reserving  her  questions  for  the  morrow. 
They    found    the    rawhide    cots    smooth    and 


springy,   ihcjugii   a  little   hard,  and   they   were 
twelve  hours  in  dreamland. 

They  were  awakened  at  davlight  by  a  cheer- 
ful hammering  on  the  door  and  a  strong  voice 
calling.  Then  Harry  entered,  booted  as  u.sual. 
It  was  not  the  New  York  hour  for  rising,  and 
Ralph  showed  a  disposition  to  remain  in  bed  ; 
but  Donald  hurled  a  pillow  acro.ss  the  room, 
making  an  excellent  shot,  and  he  got  up  sourly. 
The  I)reakfast  was  of  eggs,  mutton-chops,  bis- 
cuit, and  one  cup  each  of  strong  coffee,  the 
berry  having  been  grown  in  Mexico.  Then 
Harry  showed  them  his  room,  which  was  fur- 
nished like  their  own,  except  that  it  had  but 
one  cot  and  held  more  books.  Also  it  con- 
tained a  handsome  saddle  and  bridle,  two  rifles, 
a  shot-gun  and  a  Colt's  revolver.  In  the  gen- 
eral sitting-room  was  a  large  gla.ss  case  contain- 
ing beautifully  mounted  specimens  of  more 
than  a  hundred  birds,  and  another  with  speci- 
mens of  the  smaller  animals  of  that  region. 
The\-  were  the  work  of  young  Downing,  who 
was  a  taxidermist  by  natural  gift. 

Early  morning  and  much  of  the  forenoon 
were  consumed  in  inspecting  the  outhouses,  the 
quarters  of  the  Mexican  hands,  of  whom  there 
were  a  dozen,  and  the  various  sheep,  goat,  and 
cattle  pens,  as  well  as  in  talking  to  their  aunt, 
who  had  many  questions  to  ask.  Toward  noon 
Harry  said : 

"  Now  I  '11  show  you  our  bathing-place, 
which  I  use  all  the  year  round." 

He  led  them  two  hundred  yards  to  the  rear 
of  the  house,  where,  through  a  grassy  vale,  ran 
the  plashing  waters  of  Pendencia  Creek,  twenty 
feet  across  and  ten  feet  deep  in  the  middle. 
Here  the  banks  were  nearly  circular,  forming  a 
pool,  and  over  it  cur\-ed  the  huge  trunk  of  an 
oak,  which,  as  their  young  host  said,  made  an 
excellent  thing  to  "dive  from,  or  fall  from." 
Boards  were  laid  along  the  edge  of  the  pool  to 
insure  clean  feet  on  coming  out,  and  its  lower 
border  was  fringed  by  wondrous  lilies.  The 
boys  saw  fish  darting  below.  They  wandered 
down  the  bank  a  little  way  to  where  the  under- 
growth was  thicker.  Suddenly  Harry,  who  was 
leading,  stopped  and  motioned  them  to  be  still. 
.\  peculiar  harsh  staccato  call  came  from  some 
bird  in  their  front,  followed  by  another  and  an- 
other.     This   was   accompanied   by   a  steady 
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sharp  humming,  which  reminded  Ralpli  of  the  hrated  so  rai)idly  that  the  tip  could  not  be  seen. 

noise  made  by  a  typewriter  when  the  carriage  It   was   in  an  extremity  of  anger.     Five  feet 

is  dragged  over  the  teeth  in  its  rear.      Peering  away,  its  head  lowered  nearly  to  the  grass,  its 

cautiously  through  a  fringe  of  catclaw,  they  saw  bill  extended,  its  wings  half  raised  and  sharply 


THE    BATTLE    IN    THE    CHAPARRAL. 


a  small  open  glade  not  ten  yards  across,  and  in  elbowed,  a  chaparral-cock  hopped  slowly  up  and 

its  center  a  huge  mottled  rattlesnake  was  coiled,  down.      A  battle  to  the  death  was  on,  and  the 

ring  upon  ring,  its  wicked  dark  head  raised  six  boys  watched  it  strainingly,  Harry  with  never- 

inches  and  waving  slowly  to  and  fro.      Its  small  failing  interest,  the  brothers  almost  in  terror, 

eyes  gleamed  like  carbuncles,  and  its  tail  vi-  They  had  never  before  seen  the  dreaded  rattler. 
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Like  a  flash  of  light,  the  snake  huinclied 
itself  forward,  and  its  head  struck  the  sward  a 
good  seven  feet  from  the  spot  where  it  had 
been  coiled ;  but  with  equal  rapidity  the  cock 
had  leaped  a  yard  aside.  No  human  eye  could 
follow  this  stroke  or  its  avoidance.  One  instant 
the  reptile  was  bunched,  and  the  bird  nearly 
stationary.  In  half  the  next  instant  the  reptile 
was  at  full  length  and  the  bird  out  of  danger. 

It  is  the  weakness  of  the  rattler  that  it  must  coil 
before  it  can  resume  the  attack.  It  endeavored 
immediately  to  recoil,  but  was  not  fast  enough. 
With  a  lightning-like  spring,  the  paisano  alighted 
squarely  upon  its  neck,  two  inches  below  its 
head.  The  sharp  bill  descended  twice.  Then 
it  hopped  two  yards  away  and  uttered  a  squawk 
of  triumph.  The  rattler  threw  itself  into  a 
spiral  and  struck  blindly  its  full  length.  This 
it  did  twenty  times,  coiling  and  springing  with 
inconceivable  rapidity.  Both  eyes  were  de- 
stroyed. Its  thuds  were  audible  yards  away. 
Always  it  hissed  venomously.  The  increasing 
slowness  of  its  motions  showed  coming  exhaus- 
tion. Then,  after  a  spring,  it  lay  stretched  for 
a  second  or  two.  In  that  time  the  chaparral- 
cock,  which  had  not  ceased  to  dance  about  and 
call  loudly,  fastened  once  more  upon  its  neck, 
and  drove  its  bill  into  the  brain.  There  was  a 
quiver  of  the  long  body — no  more. 

"  That  was  worth  looking  at,  eh  ?  "  asked 
Harry,  stepping  into  the  glade  and  turning 
over  the  snake  with  his  foot.  The  paisano  in- 
stantly vanished. 

"  It  was,"  answered  Ralph,  who  was  deadly 
pale  and  breathing  in  gasps.  "I  —  I  must  write 
about  it  to  our  school  society." 

Donald,  less  impressionable,  shifted  from  one 
foot  to  the  other,  inspected  the  dead  snake 
carefully  from  head  to  tail,  looked  hard  at  the 
bushes  in  which  the  chaparral-cock  had  disap- 
peared, and  delivered  himself  gravely  of  the 
highest  praise  of  which  he  was  capable. 

"That  bird,"  he  said,  "is  the  Champion 
Featherweight  of  the  West.  He  is  n't  a  thing 
but  a  wonder." 

Harry  inquired  with  polite  interest : 

"What  is  a  Champion  Featherweight?" 

There  are  strange  ignorances  when  a  boy,  or 
man  for  that  matter,  lives  many  miles  from  a 
post-office  and  therefore  sees  no  daily  paper. 

Vol.  XXIX.— 64. 
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A    CATTLE    ROUNI)-UI'    ON    THE    PRAIRIE. 

Two  weeks  later  there  was  a  marked  change 
in  the  Cruger  brothers.  They  seemed  bigger. 
Certainly  they  were  blacker  and  stronger. 
They  wore  their  roughest  clothing.  They 
were  booted  and  wide-hatted.  At  the  heels 
of  each  jingled  large  spurs.  About  Donald's 
waist  was  a  belt  like  Harry's,  with  plenty  of 
cartridge-loops,  though  he  had  no  revolver.  It 
looked  sanguinary,  particularly  when  he  filled 
it  with  emptied  shells  picked  up  from  the  range 
Harry  had  built  for  rifle  practice.  Ralph  had 
gone  a  step  further.  He  not  only  wore  a  belt, 
but  under  it  a  crimson  sash,  as  was  the  custom 
of  the  Mexicans.  They  called  it  a  batida, 
and  after  the  first  day  he  called  it  a  banda. 
"  Sash  "  sounded  effete.  The  boys  lost  no 
time  in  acquiring  the  commoner  phrases  of  the 
Mexican  dialect :  biiows  dias  (good  day,  good 
morning,  howdy),  buenas  noches  (good  night), 
poco,poco  (go  slow),/^r^  tiempo  (in  a  little  while, 
directly),  bastante  (enough,  plenty,  don't  give 
me  any  more),  maJiaim  (no  hurry  about  it ; 
better  put  off  until  to-morrow  what  you  can  do 
to-day),  adios  (good-by),  inuchas  gracias  (many 
thanks),  and  so  forth.  The  day  they  were  able 
to  say,  "No  le  visf  U7i  caballo  Colorado?'" 
("  Have  n't  you  seen  a  bay  horse?  ")  they  could 
scarcely  eat.  What  did  Carlyle  amount  to, 
anyhow?  What  would  the  "  Black  Avenger  " 
have  said  if  he  could  have  seen  that  belt  with 
the  gleaming  cartridge-cases  in  it  ?  They  car- 
ried themselves  with  a  freer  air.  They  assumed 
a  hardy,  roving  manner,  like  Micawber  when  he 
determined  to  emigrate.  Though  not  muscu- 
lar, they  were  fairly  expert  in  boy  athletics,  and 
learned  to  ride  with  ease.  Ralph's  pony  was  a 
sorrel  with  four  white  feet  and  a  blaze  on  its 
nose ;  Donald's  a  bright  bay  with  black  points. 
Both  of  the  horses  were  smoothly  gaited  and 
swift.  The  saddles  were  heavy  Texas  affairs 
and  double-girthed  —  "cinched"  Harry  termed 
it.  The  pommels  and  cantles  were  high  ;  sit- 
ting on  them  was  like  sitting  on  a  chair,  more 
particularly  as  the  stirrups  of  wood  were  five 
inches  broad  and  covered  nearly  all  of  the  bot- 
tom of  the  foot.  They  found  this  to  be  neces- 
sary,  as  in    charging   through   the   brush   the 
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thorns  would  otherwise  have  ripped  the  soles 
from  their  boots.  They  were  specially  inter- 
ested in  the  bridle-bits,  which  were  new  to 
them— heavy,  stiff,  and  of  steel,  with  long 
down-dropping  shanks  to  which  the  reins  were 
attached,  and  steel  curb  passing  under  the  ani- 
mal's chin.  A  strong  man  could  have  broken 
a  horse's  jaw  with  one  of  them.  They  wore, 
when  riding,  leather  overalls  without  seats, 
which  reached  from  the  instep  nearly  to  the 
hips,  and  were  fastened  by  straps  to  the  waist- 
belts.  These,  too,  were  protections  against 
thorns.  Harry  said  they  were  "  chaparejos." 
They  "rode  the  range"  in  the  morning,  seeing 
many  strange  and  interesting  things.  Of  after- 
noons they  practised  with  the  rifles,  or  shot 
quails  or  turkeys,  or  swam  in  the  pool. 

At  this  stage  their  education  with  the  rope 
began.  Long,  light  riatas  were  given  to  them, 
and  they  commenced  with  endeavoring  to  throw 
the  loops  over  the  heads  of  the  chickens  and 
ducks  about  the  place,  to  the  unspeakable  dis- 
gust of  Jocosa,  the  fat  cook,  and  her  maidens. 

From  fowls  they  advanced  to  sheep  in  the 
pen,  and  from  sheep  to  goats,  which  were 
more  active.  It  was  here  that,  "  burning  wath 
high  hope,"  Ralph  essayed  to  lasso  a  billy  of 
venerable  beard  and  evil  temper.  He  beat  the 
goat  to  and  over  the  corral  fence  by  a  head, 
and  picked  himself  up  with  his  mouth  full  of 
dust.  The  change  the  life  had  made  in  him 
was  strongly  marked  by  the  fact  that  he  did 
not  sulk  nor  resent  the  uncontrolled  laughter  of 
his  companions.  Instead,  he  tried  to  smile, 
walked  firmly  back  into  the  pen,  obtained  his 
lariat,  and  came  out  with  dignity,  the  goat  pay- 
ing him  no  attention.  He  was  recompensed 
when  Donald  said:  "That  was  game,  Ralph," 
and  Harry  added  very  heartily :  "  You  're  all 
right." 

Three  meals  a  day  were  served  at  the  ranch, 
but  the  boys  found  they  did  not  come  often 
enough.  They  ate  voraciously  of  beef  with 
pepper,  mutton  with  pepper,  kid's  flesh  with 
pepper,  venison  with  pepper,  turkeys  and  quails 
with  pepper.  They  drank  quarts  of  goat's  milk. 
They  reveled  in  fresh  eggs,  butter,  and  butter- 
milk. They  had  costias,  which  are  sheep's  ribs 
roasted  slowly  on  a  stick  before  an  open  fire ; 
they  had  hiievas  con  savollas,  which  are  eggs 


THE    BOVS    OF    THE    RINCON    RANCH. 


[April, 


with  onions  and  garlic ;  they  had  tortillas,  thin 
unsugared  cakes  made  from  corn  soaked  soft 
in  ash  lye  and  baked  between  hot  stones ;  they 
had  enchiladas,  which  are  grated  cheese  and 
chopped  onions  on  tortillas,  with  spoonfuls  of 
red-hot  chile-con- carne  gravy  poured  over  the 
whole ;  they  had  little  round  home-made 
cheeses,  dried  in  the  sun  ;  they  had  rich  sweet- 
cakes,  baked  by  Jocosa,  covered  with  pink  icing 
and  whole  pecans  stuck  into  the  icing.  These 
things  were  not  enough.  As  became  his  supe- 
rior age,  Ralph  held  himself  in,  but  Donald 
developed  an  unbounded  taste  for  peloncillo, 
coarse,  moist  brown  sugar,  which  is  made  in 
Mexico,  and  comes  in  round  dark  sticks  as  thick 
as  a  small  boy's  arm.  He  had  always  a  chunk 
of  this  stuff  in  one  or  another  of  his  pockets, 
where  it  melted.  When  his  fingers  dived  into 
this  pocket  in  search  of  knife  or  string,  they 
came  out  dripping.  He  got  it  from  the  Mexi- 
cans, and,  in  return  for  it,  took  photographs  of 
them  all,  their  wives,  and  their  rolling,  half- 
clothed  babies.  The  three  obtained  a  "dark 
room"  by  entering  a  deserted  one-roomed 
adobe  cabin  which  had  no  window,  and  closing 
the  heavy  door  behind  them.  Donald  made  a 
picture  of  Juan,  the  shock-headed  boy  who  had 
grinned  at  Harry  upon  their  arrival.  Juan  did 
not  utter  a  hundred  words  in  a  week,  but  he 
had  the  virtue  of  being  an  admirable  listener 
to  any  sort  of  chatter.  It  is  probable  that  he 
did  not  understand  a  tenth  of  what  was  said  to 
him,  but  this  fact  never  showed  on  his  blank 
wall  of  face.  The  two  became  companions, — 
the  older  boys  making  also  a  pair, — and  it  was 
funny  to  see  them  trotting  about,  Juan  always 
silent  and  two  paces  to  the  rear,  Donald  always 
talking.  He  had  an  idea  that,  with  a  crew  of 
forty  just  like  Juan,  it  would  be  a  good  thing 
to  attack  and  sack  the  city  of  Cartagena,  liber- 
ating imprisoned  countrymen,  and  slaying  the 
commandant  with  his  own  hand  after  a  fierce 
combat. 

One  morning,  about  the  middle  of  the  month, 
Mrs.  Downing  sent  for  the  two  boys  and  said 
to  them : 

"  Boys,  to-day  you  will  see  a  round-up.  We 
are  shipping  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  to  Chi- 
cago. You  will  find  it  an  interesting  sight. 
You  must  start  as  soon  as  you  have  your  break- 
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fast.  Harry,  be  certain  that  they  do  not  run 
into  danger." 

Harry  said,  "  Yes,  madre,"  gravely  and  re- 
spectfully. The  horses  were  saddled  as  soon 
as  they  rose  from  table,  and  the  boys,  clad  in 
full  range  toggery,  felt,  as  they  rode  from  the 
corral,  that  now  indeed  they  were  getting  to 
be  genuine  cow-hands.  At  the  pommel  of  each 
was  a  coiled  lasso,  and  they  sat  securely,  even 
though  they  lacked  the  swaying,  easy  seat  of 
their  companion ,  who  rode,  as  the  vaquero  always 
rides,  from  the  knee  up,  close  to  the  saddle, 
practically  a  part  of  the  animal.  He  told  them 
that  the  Mexicans  were  already  in  the  field 
under  command  of  their  overseer,  and  that  the 
place  of  round-up  was  only  five  miles  away. 

They  covered  this  distance  at  a  canter,  the 
sorrel,  bay,  and  gray  going  hard  against  the 
bits.  Swinging  along,  the  fresh  cool  wind  sing- 
ing in  their  ears,  they  burst  suddenly  from  the 
undergrowth  into  a  level  prairie  two  miles  long 
by  a  mile  wide.  It  was  thickly  dotted  with 
cattle  of  all  ages.  Some  were  at  full  speed 
and  bellowing,  others  walked  sedately,  but  all 
were  converging  toward  a  common  point  at  the 
center  of  the  plain.  Behind  them,  with  wild, 
long-drawn  cries,  came  the  brown  vaqueros, 
swinging  loops  of  lariats.  They  tilted  head 
downward,  and  snatched  tufts  of  grass  from 
beneath  the  feet  of  their  steeds ;  they  stood  in 
the  saddles ;  they  rode  with  their  faces  to  the 
rear ;  they  crossed  both  legs  in  front  of  the 
pommels ;  they  lay  at  full  length  upon  their 
backs  ;  they  dropped  the  reins  and  rushed  their 
horses,  guiding  them  by  knee-pressure.  Five 
thousand  beeves  were  on  the  plain,  and  as  they 
grew  more  closely  packed,  a  steady  sound  of 
trampling  came  from  them,  dust-clouds  rose, 
and  there  was  an  incessant  hoarse  bellowing. 

Finally,  when  the  mass  became  practically 
solid,  and  was  revolving  slowly  with  lowered 
heads,  Harry  dismounted  and  changed  his 
saddle  to  an  undersized  "  cow-pony,"  deeming 
his  American-bred  gray  too  valuable  for  the 
work.  He  instructed  the  brothers  to  remain 
at  one  side,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  away.  The 
lowing  of  the  beasts  had  frightened  them  some- 
what, and  they  obeyed  willingly.  Assuming 
charge  of  the  men,  Harry  ordered  them  to  "  cut 
out  "  a  thousand  head  of  cattle  three  and  four 


years  old.  The  next  instant  the  entire  force 
plunged  into  the  mass.  For  a  few  minutes  the 
boys  could  see  nothing  except,  through  the  vor- 
tex of  dust,  the  shifting  forms  of  cattle,  and  men 
on  horses.  Gradually  the  air  cleared,  and  one 
of  the  men  appeared,  driving  in  front  of  him  a 
dozen  beeves  of  the  desired  ages.  He  took 
them  to  a  point  a  half-mile  away.  He  was 
followed  by  each  of  the  others,  all  driving 
bunches  of  like  size.  Gradually  the  mass  grew. 
A  cow  bolted  from  the  main  herd  and  tried  to 
join  her  separated  brethren.  She  was  chased 
back,  the  ponies  sticking  closely  at  her  heels  with- 
out guidance  from  their  riders.  Now  and  then 
one  of  the  segregated  beeves  bolted  and  was  pur- 
sued swiftly,  with  the  never-changing  result  that 
it  was  forced  back  into  its  place.  Always  came 
cries  from  the  men  :"  Hoya!     Hoya!    Hoya!" 

Nearly  a  thousand  head  had  been  bunched, 
when  out  of  the  ruck  came  Harry,  flying  behind 
a  powerful  two-year-old  bent  upon  mixing  with 
the  wrong  herd.  The  pair  had  covered  a  hun- 
dred yards,  and  the  pony  was  forging  alongside, 
when  it  stepped  into  a  rat-hole,  and  went  head 
over  heels.  The  boy's  body  described  a  com- 
plete somersault.  He  landed  squarely  upon  his 
feet,  ran  forward  a  few  steps,  stopped,  and 
turned  to  the  horse,  which  lay  with  its  leg 
strained.  To  strip  the  saddle  and  bridle  and 
call  for  a  fresh  mount  was  the  work  of  a  min- 
ute. Meanwhile  one  of  the  Mexicans  had 
headed  the  steer,  and  another,  with  a  peculiar 
expression  of  face,  led  forward  a  large  black 
horse  which  at  once  riveted  the  attention  of 
the  Crugers,  who  had  ridden  hastily  to  the 
scene  of  accident. 

Its  mane  fell  half-way  to  its  knees ;  its  tail 
swept  within  six  inches  of  the  ground ;  its  dark 
eyes  were  almost  hidden  by  a  tossing  forelock ; 
its  sides  shone  like  ebony.  Round-bodied, 
deep-chested,  small-limbed,  iron-hoofed,  with 
lean  head,  arched  ribs,  and  powerful  haunches, 
it  stood,  a  thing  of  untainted  mustang  blood, 
heir  of  the  vast  herds  that  once  roamed  the 
Southwestern  plains : 

Wild  as  the  wild  deer  and  untaught, 
With  spur  and  bridle  undefiled. 

"  It  is  the  only  spare  horse,  Senor  Downing," 
said  the  man.     "  It  reached  the  rancheria  but 
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yesterday.  It  comes  from  the  foot-hills  of  the 
Santa  Rosas  in  Mexico.  It  shows  the  saddle- 
marks,  but  perhaps  the  senor  would  not  like  to 
ride  it.  He  can  have  my  horse,  and  I,  Jose, 
will  mount." 

Harry  felt  the  eyes  of  his  cousins  on  him, 
and  several  of  the  employees  had  gathered  near. 
His  resolute  chin  set. 

"No,"  he  said;  "I  will  ride  him.  Put  on 
the  saddle." 

The  horse  stood  quietly,  w^hich  was  a  bad 
sign.  So  acts  the  confirmed  bucker.  He  even 
unclosed  his  teeth  to  receive  the  bit.  As  the 
two  girths  were  cinched  he  drew  together 
slightly,  but  remained  quiescent.  Only  his 
rolling  dark  eyes,  each  of  them  showing  a  half- 
inch  of  white,  betrayed  his  temper.  Gathering 
the  reins  in  his  left  hand  and  pulling  the  slender 
head  toward  him,  to  block  a  possible  kick, 
Harry  placed  his  right  hand  on  the  pommel,  and 
deftly  inserted  his  foot  in  the  heavy  stirrup. 
The  horse  was  stock-still.  Next  instant  the  boy 
was  in  the  saddle,  his  strong  knees  gripping, 
his  left  hand  low,  his  chin  slightly  raised,  his 
right  arm  hanging  loosely  by  his  side,  his  brown 
face  pale  but  smiling.  To  his  right  wrist  hung 
by  a  thong  a  heavy  short  whip. 

Throwing  his  head  betw-een  his  knees  and 
drawing  his  haunches  under  him,  so  that  the 
rider  seemed  set  upon  a  pinnacle,  the  black 
sprang  straight  upward  five  feet  in  the  clear, 
half  whirled,  and  came  down  with  his  four  legs 
wide  apart  and  as  stiff  as  iron  bars.  The  jar 
of  him  shook  the  ground.  Again  he  rose,  and 
again  and  again,  and  each  time  he  struck  the 
earth  with  all  the  force  of  his  great  w-eight. 
Still  the  youth  was  immovable.  Then,  with 
a  hoarse  bellow  of  rage,  the  mustang  sprang 
straight  forward  in  bound  after  bound,  whirled 
in  swift  circles,  leaped  once  more,  landing  hard, 
then  reared  straight  up  on  his  hind  hoofs,  swayed 
for  a  moment,  and  fell  backward  with  a  crash. 
Harry  had  slipped  both  feet  from  the  stirrups 
as  the  horse  hung  poised,  and,  as  it  started  in 
the  fall,  leaped  lightly  clear.  By  the  time  the 
black  had  rolled  over  and  staggered  to  his  feet, 
the  rider  was  once  again  in  the  saddle.  He 
sent  both  spurs  home,  and  the  heavy  whip 
began  to  rise  and  fall.  Then  ensued  a  struggle 
that  was  Homeric.     The  incessant  bellowincs 
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of  the  horse,  the  thud  of  his  flinty  hoofs,  the 
inconceivably  rapid  rise  and  fall,  the  height  of 
the  leaps,  the  rush  of  his  descents,  his  widely 
tossing  mane,  the  crimson  foam  upon  his  lips, 
where  the  savage  bit  had  gnawed,  and,  over  all, 
the  pale  face  and  swaying  figure  of  the  boy, 
made  up  a  memory  which  will  stay  with  the 
Crugers  for  many  a  year.  From  the  assembled 
vaqueros  rose  deep  shouts  of  "Bravo!  Muy 
bravo !  "  Ralph  felt  sick.  Donald  was  scream- 
ing he  knew  not  what  phrases  of  encourage- 
ment. Down  Harry's  smooth  chin  a  scarlet 
stream  was  running,  jarred  from  his  nostrils  by 
the  fearful  impacts;  but  still  the  spurs  were 
clenched  and  still  the  muscular  right  arm  rose 
and  fell.  With  one  last  discordant  bellow,  with 
one  last  giant  spring,  the  black  stood  still  as  if 
planted,  trembling  in  every  limb,  sweat  pouring 
from  his  scarred  sides,  conquered.  In  an  instant 
two  of  the  Mexicans  were  at  his  bit,  and  the 
rider  climbed  stiffly  down.  He  drew  a  long 
breath,  and  wiped  the  blood  from  his  chin. 

"He  's  a  good  horse,"  he  said  briefly,  "but 
a  child  could  ride  him  now.  Get  me  your  pony, 
Jose.  You  men  wall  camp  here  to-night  and 
hold  the  cattle.  We  start  for  the  railway  in 
the  morning." 

He  was  reticent  during  the  ride  home,  but 
said  that  he  felt  no  ill  effects.  He  was  much 
more  impressed  by  what  "  madre  "  would  think 
than  by  the  fact  that  he  had  faced  and  narrowly 
escaped  death. 

Chapter  IV. 

A    CASE    OF    THE    BITER    BITTEN. 

Next  day  the  boys  saw  the  cattle  started  to 
the  railway  station,  the  drivers  commanded  by 
the  major  domo.  Harry  concerned  himself 
no  more  about  them,  saying  that  the  head  man 
would  attend  to  the  shipment  and  bring  back 
the  bills  of  lading  in  proper  form.  Returning 
to  the  ranch,  the  little  party  made  a  detour  of 
five  miles  to  the  base  of  low  hills  to  the  south- 
ward, the  young  host  wn'shing  them  to  see  Las 
Animas  Springs.  He  explained  that  the  name 
was  common  among  Mexicans,  who  called 
mountains,  plains,  ranches,  rivers,  and  lakes  by 
the  title.  The  words,  in  their  vernacular,  have 
the  significance  of  ghosts  or  spirits,  and  as  they 
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are  strangely  superstitious,  tlicy  clap  them  on 
to  many  of  their  possessions,  hoping  thereby  to 
propitiate  dwellers  in  the  other  world. 

Las   Animas  Springs  were    on   an   elevated 
table-land  of  fifty  acres,  which  rose  a  huntlred 
feet  from  the  surrounding  prairie.     There  were 
four  of  them,  not  twenty  yards   apart.      The 
largest  was  ten  yards  across  the  top,  and  the 
water  bubbled  so  violently  that  at  its  center  it 
was  two  feet  higher  than  at  the  sides.     Beauti- 
fully clear,  the  bottoms  of  these  basins,  made 
of  bright  sands  and  pebbles  which  shifted  con- 
stantly into  strange  figures,  were  in  plain  view. 
The  pebbles  were  of  all  hues,  and  the  effect  of 
their  shifting  and  mi.xing  was  kaleidoscopic. 
Not  the  least  strange  feature  of  the  springs     X  /t'  Jl^ 
was    that   each   of   them    formed   a   fair-     /^4-"« 
sized  creek,  and  these  flowed  in  differing      /^^ 
directions — north,  south,  east,  and  west.     /     ^^ 
The  streams  near  to  their  sources  w-ere    » 
shallow   and    narrow,   but   widened    out 
farther  down.     Harry  said  that  the  high 
value  of  the  surrounding  lands  was  due 
to  Las  Animas  Springs,  which  provided     ^• 
"  permanent  water,"  a  desideratum  with 
all  stockmen  who  live  in  that  country  of  fre- 
quent and  prolonged  droughts. 

The  boys  drank  of  the  sweet  water,  and 
found  it  to  be  of  almost  icy  coldness.     They 
unsaddled  the  horses,  and  permitted  them 
to  graze    on    the  damp,  rich   herbage,  x^ 
They  noticed  that  in  the  bushes  round 
about  birds  were  numerous,  and  all  sorts  of  in- 
sects came  to  the  springs.    Though  it  was  a  late 
autumn  month,  bees  hovered  over  the    tules 
which  grew  at  the  edges  of  the  basins,  and  there 
were  other  winged  things  of  which  they  did  not 
know  the  names.     Donald,  who  was  never  still 
for  long,  rose  directly  and  followed  along  the 
bank  of  the  largest  stream,  which  dived  swiftly 
over  the  edge  of  the  table-land  and  wound  its 
way  through  a  mesquit  thicket  growing  below. 
He  had  been  absent  not  more  than  five  minutes 
when  the  others  heard  him  call  excitedly,  and 
found  him  gazing  in  wonder  and  horror  at  an 
object  which  was  stationary  in  the  middle  of 
a  plot  of  sand  some  si.x  feet   across.     Donald 
was  two  yards  from  the  thing,  and  was  evi- 
dently unwilling  to  retreat  and  afraid   to  go 
on.      Harry  chuckled  and  said,  "Tarantula!" 


'I'he  great  spiiler,  black  and  hairy,  had  all  of 
its  legs  spread  out  and  dug  into  the  soil.  Its 
body  was  slightly  raised,  its  mouth  open,  and 
its  eyes  gleamed  wickedly.  So  spread  it  mea- 
sured, legs  and  all,  a  good  eight  inches,  but  its 
body  proper  was  not  more  than  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter.  Near  by  was  a  small  hole  in 
the  ground,  from  w-hich  it  had  come  to  enjoy 
the  sun.  It  had  been  discovered  so  by  the 
boy,  and,  with  the  i)ugnacity  of  its  kind,  (lis- 
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THE   TAKANTILA    AND   THE   "TARANTULA- 
HAWK."       (SEE   NEXT  PAGE.) 


dained  to  retreat.  The  arrival  of  the  other  two 
served  to  anger  it  more  deeply,  and  slight  white 
froth  appeared  at  its  mouth.  Harry  said  it 
was  "  spitting  cotton  "  and  in  an  e.xtremity  of 
rage.  He  cut  a  long,  slender  branch  from  a 
tree  close  at  hand,  and  trimmed  it  of  twigs. 
It  was  two  yards  long.  With  this  he  struck  the 
sand  sharply  two  feet  in  front  of  the  tarantula, 
which  instantly  leaped  forward,  endeavoring  to 
seize  the  stick.     It  was  a  grotesque  object  when 
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croucliing  for  the  jump,  and  more  grotesque 
when  it  landed  eighteen  inches  away,  with  limbs 
all  "  spraddled."  Again  the  stick  struck  the 
sand,  and  again  it  leaped.  This  was  repeated 
until  it  had  left  the  sand  and  was  crouched  in  the 
grass.  It  grew  more  and  more  angry,  and  the 
froth  came  from  its  mouth  in  drops.  Harry 
had  intended  to  kill  it,  but  suddenly  changed 
his  mind.  He  sank  upon  his  knees,  telling  his 
companions  to  follow  his  example,  and  then 
pointed  upward. 

They  saw,  hovering  in  small  circles  by  the 
top  of  a  mesquit-tree,  an  insect  which  looked 
much  like  a  common  wasp.  Its  body  was 
black,  its  head  of  a  rufous  tint,  and  its  wings  a 
bright,  gauzy  blue.  Evidently  it  had  a  purpose 
in  view,  for  it  suddenly  darted  downward  until 
only  the  height  of  a  man  above  earth,  and  then 
placed  itself  directly  over  the  spider.  It  began 
circling  rapidly.  The  diameter  of  the  circle 
was  not  more  than  two  feet,  and  it  made,  pos- 
sibly, thirty  revolutions  a  minute.  Plainly  its 
purpose  was  to  bewilder  the  tarantula,  which, 
quite  as  plainly,  was  the  object  of  attack.  The 
spider,  almost  immediately  aware  of  its  danger, 
wheeled  and  started  toward  its  hole.  It  made 
only  a  couple  of  leaps,  however,  and  then 
determined  that  flight  would  be  useless.  It 
stopped,  reared  itself  until  its  body  was  almost 
perpendicular,  opened  its  semicircular  mouth  to 
full  capacity,  and,  using  its  hind  legs  as  a  sort 
of  pivot,  turned  slowly,  endeavoring  to  keep  the 
darting  wasp  in  view.  It  was  able  to  do  this 
for  a  while,  as  its  circle  was  so  much  smaller 
than  that  of  its  foeman.  Harry  whispered 
breathlessly  that  the  wasp  was  a  "tarantula- 
hawk,"  and  that  the  chances  were  a  hundred  to 
one  that  it  would  be  successful  in  its  attack. 
He  was  almost  as  excited  as  his  cousins,  and 
said: 

"  I  *ve  seen  this  only  once  before,  and  you 
never  heard  of  anything  prettier.  Tarantulas 
kill  stock  for  us  often,  and  the  '  hawk '  is  our 
friend.  Just  keep  still,  will  you,  and  give  the 
little  fellow  a  chance." 

No  one  had  moved,  but  the  Cruger  boys 
thereupon  became  as  graven  images.  Donald 
held  his  breath  until  his  eyes  watered ;  then, 
remembering  that  he  must  breathe  in  order  to 
live,  blew  it  out  in  an  explosive  sigh,  which  did 


not  affect  the  combatants,  though  Ralph  hissed 
impatiently : 

"  Oh,  turn  your  face  the  other  way  and  blow 
a  tree  down,  won't  you?  " 

Suddenly  the  wasp  darted  downward.  So 
swift  was  the  motion  that  the  eye  could  not 
follow  it.  A  moment  later,  however,  they  saw 
that  it  had  missed  its  aim  and  was  again  hover- 
ing six  feet  above  its  target.  As  it  swooped  the 
tarantula  had  sprung  two  inches  up  to  "meet  it, 
and  its  mouth  had  shut  together  savagely. 
Then  the  "  hawk  "  dived  and  missed  again,  and 
then  it  shot  upward  to  a  height  of  twenty  feet 
and  hung  motionless.  It  was  visible,  of  course, 
to  the  boys,  but  the  tarantula  did  not  see  it. 
That  venomous  one  was  still  for  half  a  minute, 
then  lowered  its  body  to  earth  and  started  for 
its  burrow,  not  leaping,  but  rapidly  crawling. 
It  had  traversed  possibly  a  yard,  and  had  re- 
gained the  smooth  yellow  sand,  when,  like  a 
bullet,  the  "hawk"  was  upon  it.  The  onslaught 
was  so  swift  and  so  unexpected  that  the  spider 
had  no  time  to  rear  itself.  The  wasp  struck  it 
fairly  in  the  center  of  the  back,  thrust  in  its 
long  sting,  and  was  away  again.  The  effect  of 
the  wound  was  almost  instant  paralysis.  The 
tarantula  drew  together  convulsively  when 
stung,  straightened  out  its  legs,  advanced  feebly 
an  inch  or  two,  and  then  lay  still.  A  moment 
after  it  was  dead. 

Donald  started  toward  it,  saying  something 
about  a  "  specimen  "  and  an  "  alcohol-bottle," 
but  Harry  grasped  his  arm. 

"  Wait,"  he  said  ;  "  the  show  is  n't  over." 
The  wasp  had  remained  nearly  stationary 
above  its  dead  antagonist,  but  now  it  descended 
cautiously,  and,  after  one  or  two  retreats,  set- 
tled upon  the  body.  Then,  its  wings  making 
a  buzzing  equal  to  that  of  a  half-dozen  bees,  it 
began  to  move  the  spider  gradually  toward  the 
burrow.  Inch  by  inch  it  made  its  way,  now 
stopping  to  rest,  now  recommencing  its  toil 
with  added  vigor.  It  seemed  a  wonderful 
thing  that  so  small  an  insect  should  move  so 
great  a  weight,  but  it  was  done.  Arrived  at  the 
hole,  it  began  to  dig  into  the  body,  and  when 
it  had  made  an  orifice  large  enough  to  admit 
half  of  itself  it  became  still  for  a  while.  Then  it 
lighted  upon  the  sand  near  by,  placed  its  head 
against  the  .spider,  and,  striving  furiously,  pushed 
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it  into  the  burrow,  down  which  it  fell  until  out 
of  sight.  The  wasp  flew  away,  its  task  accom- 
plished. Harry  explained  briefly  the  ultimate 
purpose  of  the  affair. 

"  Tarantulas,"  he  said,  "  are  plentiful,  and 
would  do  more  damage  but  for  the  wasp  you 
have  seen.  This  wasp  is  its  chief  enemy,  and 
slays  thousands.  It  kills  the  tarantulas,  not 
because  it  hates  them  especially,  but  because 
it  needs  them  for  nests.  You  saw  the  wasp 
sitting  still  upon  the  body?  Well,  it  was  laying 
eggs.  When  these  eggs  hatch,  the  young 
wasps  will  be  inside  the  body,  which  does  not 
decompose  in  this  dry  climate.  They  will 
feed  upon  the  tarantula  until  they  are  able  to 
fly.  Then  they  will  go  out,  and  the  females 
among  them  will  kill  other  tarantulas.  Because 
they  are  so  destructive  to  this  spider,  which 
sometimes  slays  human  beings,  nobody  in  this 
country  ever  interferes  with  them.  A  Mexican 
herder  who  killed  a  tarantula-hawk  would  be 
roundly  abused  by  companions.  The  male 
wasps  are  distinguished  from  the  females  by 
being  smaller,  and  their  wings  are  of  brighter 
hue.  They  do  not  hunt  spiders.  If  you  return 
to  this  hole  a  few  days  hence,  and  dig  up  the 
dead  tarantula,  you  will  find  it  to  be  full  of  Ht- 
tle  white  wasps  with  their  wings  just  beginning 
to  form.  You  can,  if  you  wish,  watch  the 
whole  process.  I  have  done  it  often,  though  I 
have  seen  the  battle  but  once  before." 

Ralph  saw  another  chance  for  a  letter  to  the 
"school  society,"  and  Don  remarked  that  the 
next  dead  tarantula  he  found  he  was  going  to 
put  in  alcohol  whether  a  "hawk"  wanted  it  or 
not.  Remounting  their  ponies,  the  boys  started 
homeward.  They  had  ridden  possibly  three 
miles  when  across  an  open  space  in  their  front 
a  jack-rabbit  darted.  Its  long  ears  were  laid 
back  close  to  its  skull,  its  great  black  eyes  were 
bulging,  it  was  running  upon  all  four  legs,  which 
showed  that  it  was  hard  pressed,  and  its  leaps 
were  short  though  rapid,  which  showed  that  it 
was  fatigued.  A  chorus  of  shrill  cries  in  its 
rear  identified  its  piu-suers,  and  a  moment  after 
three  coyotes  burst  out  of  the  underbrush  not 
thirty  yards  behind  it.  Pursued  and  pursuers 
sped  across  the  opening  and  disappeared  upon 
the  farther  side.  The  drama  occupied  not 
more  than  five  seconds  in  enactment.     Harry 
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slioutcd,  "Come  on!"  and  wheeled  his  horse 
upon  the  trail.  The  others  followed,  and  to- 
gether they  breasted  the  wall  of  underbrush  in 
their  front.  They  ran  for  five  hundred  yards, 
and  then  suddenly  their  cousin  checked  and 
threw  himself  from  the  saddle.  They  dis- 
mounted also,  and  he  pointed  with  his  arm. 
Looking  out,  they  saw  a  bit  of  prairie  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  with  cacti  and  mescjuit. 
On  its  farther  edge  was  an  old  tree  of  the  pop- 
lar variety,  called  commonly  cottonwood  be- 
cause of  the  tufts  of  down  which  it  bears  at 
certain  seasons.  The  tree  was  hollow,  and  near 
its  bottom  was  a  small  entrance.  Sitting  within 
a  yard  of  this  entrance,  and  looking  at  it 
steadily,  were  the  three  coyotes.  Their  red 
tongues  were  hanging  out  and  they  were  pant- 
ing, but  there  was  something  stolid  about  their 
posture,  which  seemed  to  say  that  they  were 
willing  to  wait  a  week,  if  necessary,  but  they 
knew  that  the  rabbit  would  be  obliged  to  come 
out  sometime.  Evidently  the  "jack"  had 
found  a  temporary  refuge,  and  just  as  evidently 
they  were  determined  to  starve  him  out.  They 
had  been  so  intent  upon  the  chase,  and  were  now 
so  intent  upon  the  siege,  that  they  had  not  heard 
the  boys,  though  the  coyote  is  commonly  one 
of  the  most  wary  animals  in  the  world.  Their 
backs  were  turned  to  the  horses,  and  possibly 
the  long  heat  of  the  run  had  affected  their  ears. 
Harry  made  no  movement,  and  the  brothers 
had  ample  opportunity  to  observe  the  little 
wolves.  They  found  nothing  attractive  about 
them.  Meaner-looking  beasts  they  had  never 
seen.  "Hang-dog,"  "sneak,"  "coward," 
"  cruelty,"  were  written  large  all  over  them. 
Of  a  dirty  yellowish  gray,  small  of  stature  and 
light  of  weight,  with  ribs  showing  through  their 
hides  and  a  generally  unkempt  air,  they  seemed 
a  disreputable  cross  between  a  fox  and  a  cur. 
Harry  waited  for  a  minute  or  so,  and  then  mut- 
tered : 

"Those  fellows  are  great  on  young  lambs. 
They  will  even  tackle  a  small  calf  if  its  mother 
is  a  little  way  off.  They  rob  turkey-nests.  They 
kill  madre's  chickens  when  they  stray  into  the 
brush.     They  are  no  good.     Here  goes!" 

He  drew  a  Winchester  carbine  from  its  scab- 
bard under  his  right  stirrup-leather,  and  dropped 
upon  one  knee.     His  left  hand  stole  out  and 
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grasped  the  barrel  so  far  forward  that  the  arm 
was  almost  straight.  His  right  cheek  cuddled 
the  stock  lovingly,  and  his  brown  eye  glanced 
through  the  sights.  The  right  forefinger  curved 
gently  and  steadily.  There  was  a  sharp  crack, 
and  across  the  intervening  green  a  coyote 
leaped  straight  up  for  a  yard,  and  fell  upon  its 
back,  kicking  convulsively.  The  others  were 
gone  like  a  flash.  They  were  invisible  long  be- 
fore the  emptied  cartridge-case  was  ejected  and 
fell  upon  the  grass. 

Each  leading  his  horse,  the  boys  walked  to 
the  tree  and  inspected  the  dead  robber.  They 
saw  upon  the  side  of  the  hole  in  the  tree  a  few 
whitish  hairs,  showing  that  the  rabbit  had 
rubbed  hard  against  it  in  the  hurry  of  his  har- 
boring. 

"  The  jack  is  a  gentleman  compared  with  this 
fellow,"  Harry  said,  stirring  the  body  w'ith  his 
foot.  "  We  could  take  a  forked  switch,  of 
course,  and  twist  him  out  of  the  tree-hollow, 
but  it  would  only  scare  him  half  to  death,  and 
be  of  no  good  to  us.  A  very  hungry  Mexican 
will  sometimes  eat  a  jack-rabbit  if  he  can  get 
it,  but  I  never  heard  of  any  other  sort  of  human 
being  willing  to  dine  on  one.  The  meat  is 
pretty  nearly  all  sinew  and  has  a  queer  taste. 
This  fellow  in  the  tree  has  made  a  game  run 
for  his  life,  and  we  '11  let  him  go,  eh?  " 

They  had  traveled  a  mile  when  Ralph  threw 
up  his  head  and  sniffed  strongly.  He  had  de- 
tected a  faint  but  exceedingly  sweet  perfume 
in  the  air.  He  was  not  the  sort  of  boy  that  asks 
questions,  so  he  kept  silence.  A  quarter-mile 
farther  on  they  came  to  the  cause.  Here  the 
chaparral  was  composed  almost  wholly  of  the 
shrub  called  the  "  catclaw "  because  of  its 
numerous  small  thorns,  all  bent  backward  like 
a  hook  and  sharp  and  tenacious.  These  shrubs, 
acres  of  them,  were  milk-white  with  blossoms, 
and  from  the  blossoms  came  the  strangely 
delicious  .scent.  The  Crugers  had  never  smelt 
anything  like  it,  and  it  seemed  to  them  that  not 
any  perfume  of  the  great  establishments  of  the 
cities  could  compare  with  it  in  delicacy  and 
savor.  It  was  strange  to  find  so  delicious  an 
aroma  in  that  partly  arid  country,  in  which  were 
so  many  repellent  and  semi-savage  things. 
The  flowers  appeared  a  recompense  sent  by 
Providence  to  atone  for  much  of  the  rudeness 


and  meagerness  of  the  land.  They  stopped 
and  breathed,  taking  their  lungs  full  and  ex- 
pelling the  air  luxuriously,  feeling  much  com- 
forted by  this  free  offering  of  nature. 

"The  catclaw,"  Harry  said,  noticing  their 
delight,  "  is  not  a  pretty  shrub,  but  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  have  around.  It  has  no  special  time  of 
year  for  blossoming ;  the  blooms  come  when- 
ever rain  falls.  You  are  as  likely  to  find  all 
this  part  of  the  chaparral  white  in  February  as 
in  May.  The  cattle  eat  it,  though  I  am  sure  I 
don't  know  how  they  get  rid  of  the  thorns,  and 
the  odor  of  the  flowers  is  so  permeating  that  it 
gets  all  through  the  flesh.  Beef  from  an  ani- 
mal which  has  been  feeding  upon  catclaw 
tastes  just  as  these  bushes  smell.  Some  folks 
prefer  it  that  w-ay,  but  I  can't  say  that  I  do. 
I  want  my  meat  plain.  Madre  likes  the  scent 
of  the  yellow  huisache  better,  but  the  catclaw 
is  my  favorite.  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
an  adventurous  or  speculative  man  could  make 
a  fortune  by  coming  here  and  distilling  perfume 
from  the  flowers.  He  would  have  something 
delightful  and  odd,  and  the  raw  material 
would  n't  cost  him  anything.  Once  upon  a 
time  a  cousin  in  Philadelphia  sent  me  a  bottle 
containing  a  drop  or  two  of  attar  of  roses.  It 
was  fine,  but  not  equal  to  this  scent  that  we 
have  around  us  now." 

"  I  know  the  attar  quite  well,"  said  Ralph, 
"  but  I  '11  take  the  catclaw  every  time." 

As  they  rode  through  the  low  bushes  in  the 
warm  sunshine,  thousands  of  small  bees,  with 
light  yellow  bands  around  their  bodies,  hovered 
about  them.  Each  of  them,  when  it  had  col- 
lected its  bagful,  shot  upward  ten  yards  or  so, 
and  then  darted  away  on  a  straight  line  south- 
west. The  arrivals  equaled  the  departures,  and 
there  was  a  steady  interchange.  Harry  stopped 
and  watched  them  critically  for  a  while.  Then 
he  turned  in  the  saddle,  pointed  toward  the  Rio 
Grande  hills,  and  said : 

"  Not  a  great  way  in  that  direction — maybe 
a  mile,  maybe  three  miles — there  is  a  bee-tree. 
We  can  find  it  easily,  I  guess,  and  I  vote  that 
we  go  after  it  to-morrow." 

It  may  be  said  here  that  the  boys  found  the 
bee-tree  by  following  the  line  of  flight  of  those 
which  went  laden  from  the  catclaws ;  that  they 
built  a  fire  in  a  hollow  at  its  base  and  smoked 
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the  bees  into  a  state  of  stupor  ;  that  they  robbed 
tlie  industrious  httle  workers  of  a  good  store  of 
honey,  leaving  them  enough,  however,  for  the 
winter ;  and  that  Ralph  was  once  stung  on  the 
nose. 

He  bore  the  pain,  the  swelling,  and  the  smiles 
of  the  ranch  folk  with  his  newly  a(<iuired  forti- 
tude, and  Donald  told  him.  in  their  room,  that 
he  felt  proud  of  his  grit. 

Vol.  XXIX.— 65. 


Ch M'TKR    \'. 
IN    CAMl'    AS    I'Kt  AN-HUNTERS. 

Thkir  stav  had  advanced  into  December. 
The  fir^t  norther  rushed  down  on  them,  and  a 
frost  fell,  leaving  a  brown  tinge  on  the  gras.ses. 
When  this  nc^rther  l)lew,  the  Mexicans  wrapped 
themselves  in  all  the  blankets  they  could  find, 
and  their  fat  children  hovered  about  the  fires  in 


514 


THE    BOYS    OF    THE    RINCON    RANCH. 


[April, 


theJ<U(7/s,  as  they  called  their  cabins.  Even 
Harry  put  on  his  warmest  clothing,  and  said 
that  it  was  "  mighty  cold."  The  thermometer 
showed  forty-seven  degrees  above  zero,  and  the 
Crugers  laughed.  Here  was  one  thing,  at  least, 
in  which  they  were  superior.  It  was  moderate 
spring  weather  to  them,  and  Donald  empha- 
sized the  fact  bv  walking  about  in  his  shirt- 
sleeves, drawing  in  deep,  luxurious  breaths,  and 
saying,  "  This  is  what  we  have  in  August  up 
home,"  while  his  cousin  looked  on  enviously. 

The  norther  passed  in  twenty-four  hours,  as 
the  earlier  ones  do,  and  again  a  slow  breeze, 
warmed  by  a  blazing  sun,  swayed  the  tops  of 
the  mesquits  and  whispered  amid  the  branches 
of  the  cottonwoods  and  pecans. 

The  boys  never  tired  of  the  luscious  pecan- 
nuts,  which  grew  thickly  upon  beautiful  straight 
trees  seventy-five  feet  high,  and  the  manner  of 
gathering  them  was  especially  attractive.  A 
circular  tarpaulin,  fifty  feet  in  diameter,  with  a 
four-foot  hole  in  "its  center,  was  buttoned  about 
the  trunk  and  spread  flat  upon  the  ground. 
Armed  with  long  poles,  the  four  of  them 
climbed  the  tree  and  hammered  the  branches, 
causing  the  nuts  to  fall  in  showers.  Harry 
called  this  "thrashing."  As  pecan  wood  is 
ex'ceedingly  tough  and  elastic,  being  in  this 
resj)ect  much  like  hickory,  there  was  little  dan- 
ger that  any  branch  would  break.  The  Cru- 
gers became  climbers  of  reasonable  skill ; 
Harry  was  an  expert,  in  spite  of  his  weight ; 
but  not  any  one  of  them  could  be  compared 
with  Juan,  who  was  more  like  a  monkey  in  the 
foliage  than  a  boy. 

The  pecan  grove  on  Pendencia  Creek  was 
small,  and  one  day  Harry  proposed  that  they 
go  to  the  head-waters  of  Pena  arroyo,  fifteen 
miles  southwest  of  their  home,  where  the  nuts 
were  in  plenty. 

"  We  will  take  a  wagon,  provisions,  blankets, 
and  a  tent,"  he  said,  "  and  camp  out  for  a  day, 
or  two  days,  or  until  we  get  tired  of  it.  We 
will  take  our  rifles  also,  and  Juan  may  go  along 
to  care  for  the  horses.  We  will  do  our  own 
cooking,  and  for  a  while  will  be  monarchs  of 
all  we  survey— though  we  won't  be  able  to  see 
far." 

That  was  a  proposition  which  appealed 
strongly  to    Ralph   and   Donald.     They    had 


seen  a  little  of  camp  life,  but  not  much,  and 
they  felt  that  half  a  week  of  it  would  be  wholly 
delightful.  Within  two  hours  the  wagon  had 
been  brought  out  and  packed,  two  stout  horses 
had  been  hitched  to  it,  Harry  had  taken  the 
reins,  the  others  had  piled  in  anyhow,  and  they 
were  on  the  way.  After  traveling  five  miles 
from  the  ranch- house  they  noticed  that  the 
country  began  to  assume  an  even  wilder  appear- 
ance. The  mesquits  were  larger,  the  cacti 
taller,  and  the  chaparral  more  dense.  Part  of 
the  route  was  over  prairie,  but  most  of  it  was  a 
twisting,  overgrown  track  which  apparently  had 
not  been  used  for  a  year.  Harry  told  them 
that  they  were  gradually  approaching  the  Rio 
Grande,  and  that  the  Pena,  indeed,  rose  within 
a  mile  of  that  stream,  flowing  away  from  it. 

They  reached  the  creek  about  sunset,  and 
followed  its  course  for  a  mile  or  more,  finally 
camping  in  the  midst  of  a  grove  of  pecan-trees 
which  covered  nearly  a  half-mile  square.  The 
nuts  lay  already  thickly  on  the  ground,  and  the 
branches  were  still  laden.  Like  all  the  smaller 
streams  they  had  encountered  in  the  West, 
Pena  arroyo  was  narrow,  rapid,  beautifullv 
clear,  and  w^ell  stocked  with  perch  and  bass. 
They  ate  bacon  and  cold  chicken  that  night, 
but  early  next  morning  had  opportunity  to  try 
bass  broiled  on  mesquit  coals  and  perch  rolled 
in  corn  meal  and  fried  brown  in  a  large  iron  pot 
half  filled  with  boiling  lard.  Ralph  declared  for 
the  perch,  Harry  preferred  the  bass,  Donald  and 
Juan  went  from  one  to  the  other  with  equal 
fervor.  Don  voiced  their  belief  in  the  phrase : 
"They  are  both  the  best  fish  in  the  world." 

That  day  they  gathered  three  bushels  of 
pecans,  working  in  the  trees  only  so  long  as  it 
seemed  good  sport ;  then  they  returned  to 
camp,  shot  at  a  mark,  bathed,  and  fished.'  At 
one  place  they  were  startled  by  a  heavy  splash 
and  the  sight  of  a  large  dark  body  shooting  under 
the  water  at  great  speed.  Hany  said  that  it 
was  an  otter,  a  most  industrious  and  fatal  fisher- 
man, particularly  to  the  smaller-finned  things 
that  stayed  near  to  the  bank. 

In  a  pool  they  found  the  bodies  of  several 
perch  whose  heads  had  been  neatly  severed. 
Harry  pronounced  this  the  work  of  the  otter, 
but  Juan  smiled  as  he  shook  his  black  head. 

"  Tor-r-tugas !  "  he  announced. 
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"  He  means  turtles,"  said  the  young  raiK  h 
man,  and  then  he  asked  for  explanation. 

Juan,  after  much  questioning,  explained  that 
the  turtle  catches  perch  by  burying  itself  in  the 
mud  of  the  bottom  and  projecting  its  long, 
slender  red  tongue,  which  the  incautious  fish 
believes  is  a  worm,  endeavois  to  seize,  and  is 
clamped  by  the  iron  jaws. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  as  they  were  lying 
about  the  camp  munching  pecans,  whose  flavor 
Donald  improved  by  the  addition  of  semi-liquid 
peloncillo,  Harry  suddenly  asked  Ralpli : 

"  Did  you  ever  shoot  a  deer?  " 

"  WIiv.  no!"  was  the  astonished  reply. 
"  Did  you?  " 

"  A  number.      Would  you  like  to  try  one?  " 

Laughing  at  the  absurdity  of  the  question, 
Ralph  admitted  that  he  should  very  much. 

"  Well,"  was  the  matter-of-course  reply, ''  you 
can  in  half  an  hour,  if  you  care  to.  Get  your 
rifle  and  come  along." 

Still  incredulous,  Ralph  went  into  the  tent, 
reappeared  with  the  gun,  and  followed  his 
voung  cousin,  who  struck  off  at  right  angles  to 
the  stream.  The  chaparral  was  fairly  open,  and 
they  made  good  progress,  though  the  young 
leader  seemed  in  no  hurry.  He  treated  the 
excursion  much  as  if  he  were  going  into  the 
home  corral  to  mark  a  fat  sheep  for  slaughter. 
Meanwhile  Donald,  highly  amused  by  the  ex- 
pedition and  his  brother's  trustfulness  in  what  he 
esteemed  to  be  one  of  Harry's  "jokes,"  though 
he  had  never  known  him  to  tell  an  untruth,  lay 
flat  on  his  back,  kicked  up  his  heels,  laughed 
heartily,  and  munched  pecans.  Juan,  stomach 
to  the  ground  and  his  chin  on  his  brown  fingers, 
stared  at  him  steadily  with  black  eyes  and  said 
nothing.  Harry  explained  to  his  companion, 
as  they  proceeded,  that  the  killing  of  deer  in 
the  middle  of  the  day  was  a  difficult  thing, 
because  they  were  lying  in  the  thickest  under- 
growth, and  were  seldom  in  motion. 

"  Early  in  the  morning  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon, however,"  he  said,  "  they  are  feeding  in 
small  glades,  and  it  is  easy  to  get  one.  You 
travel  up-wind  to  prevent  the  scent  carrying, 
make  as  little  noise  as  possible,  approach  within 
a  hundred  yards,  and  then,  if  your  hand  is  steadv, 
you  have  venison.  They  are  thick  about  here. 
You  find  your  glade,  and  you  find  vour  deer." 


After  a  walk  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
through  mixed  catclaw  and  mesquit,  Harry, 
who  was  in  front  and  imarmed,  suddenly 
paused,  stoojjed,  and  motioned  his  cousin  for- 
ward. Peering  anxiously  ahead,  Ralph  saw  a 
large  light  spot  showing  between  the  trees. 

"  That  is  a  glade,"  w-hispered  Harry.  "  Go 
to  it  carefully,  and  keep  your  eyes  open." 

Bending  almost  double,  clutching  his  gun 
spasmodically,  holding  his  breath  as  long  as  pos- 
.sible,  and  with  his  blood  hammering  in  his  ears, 
Ralph  crept  forward.  After  going  fifty  yards, 
he  stopped  from  sheer  inability  to  proceed.  A 
rest  of  a  minute  or  two  steadied  him,  however, 
and  he  went  on,  putting  one  foot  before  the 
other  as  softly  as  if  he  were  walking  on  egg- 
shells. He  avoided  twigs  with  exce.ssive  care. 
Twenty  yards  farther  on,  parting  the  branches 
of  a  low-growing  mimosa  and  gazing  through, 
he  found  that  he  could  see  one  half  of  the 
glade.  It  was  a  little  open  place,  not  larger 
than  thirty  yards  long  l)y  ten  wide.  Nearly  in 
its  center  were  grazing  five  large  brown  animals, 
which  the  boy  knew  at  once  were  deer.  Thev 
were  a  buck  with  a  beautiful  pair  of  horns  for 
which  Ralph's  soul  yearned,  two  smaller  bucks, 
a  doe,  and  a  yearhng  with  small  knobs  of  horn 
just  showing.  They  were  not  more  than  fiftv 
yards  away,  and  were  feeding  quietly,  utterly 
unconscious  of  his  presence.  The  buck  with 
the  splendid  horns  was,  of  course,  his  mark. 
He  raised  his  gun  and  endeavored  to  aim  cor- 
rectly, but  was  surprised  to  find  the  muzzle 
jumping  about  in  a  mad  manner,  now  sighting 
at  the  sky,  now  pointing  at  the  ground  a  little 
in  front  of  him.  Lowering  the  weapon,  he  was 
equally  surprised  to  find  that  he  was  trembling 
violently  in  every  limb,  wOiile  drops  of  perspira- 
tion started  from  his  forehead  and  streamed 
down  his  nose.  He  had  "buck  ague,"  a  com- 
plaint of  which  he  Iiad  never  heanl,  but  which 
was  caused  by  his  long  crawl  through  the 
chaparral,  his  excitement,  and  the  desperation 
with  which  he  had  held  his  breath.  He  was  in 
a  quandary.  He  waited  a  minute,  but  got 
worse.  The  deer  continued  to  feed  as  if  there 
were  no  such  thing  as  a  Xew  York  Citv  boy  in 
the  world.  Ralph  had  wild  thoughts  of  firing 
his  gun  into  the  air,  anywhere,  anyhow,  and 
returning  with  the  admission  that  he  had  missed. 
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when  he  lieard  a  subdued  cluitkle,  and,  ghui- 
cing  back,  saw  his  rousin  within  two  feet  of 
him.  So  (luietly  hatl  tlie  boy  approached  that 
not  a  grass-l)lade  liad  rustled. 

"Got  it,  have  you?"  whispered  Harry, 
grinning.  "  Never  mind.  Everybody  gets  it 
at  first.     Give  me  your  hand." 

He  took  Ralph's  hot,  wet  hand  into  his  own 
cool  jKilm,  and  in  a  moment  the  trembling 
ceased  and  the  young  hunter's  breathing  became 
regular.     They  stood  so  for  a  second  or  two. 

"  Now,"  Harry  murmured,  "  take  the  buck 
through  the  shoulders — not  behind  the  shoul- 
ders, because  if  hit  there  he  may  run  a  half- 
mile —  straight  through  the  shoulders,  and  draw 
a  fine  bead.  That  \\'inchester  throws  up  a 
little." 

Resting  the  gun  upon  a  fork  of  the  mesquit 
and  sighting  carefully,  Ralph  let  drive.  Almost 
at  the  crack  of  the  gun  the  buck,  the  doe,  and 
the  two  .smaller  bucks  crashed  into  the  tmder- 
growth  on  the  far  side  of  the  glade,  their  white 
tails  waving  like  banners  as  they  disappeared  ; 
but  the  yearling,  which  had  been  standing  a 
yard  to  the  right  of  the  largest  animal,  kicked 
convulsively  on  the  sward  for  a  moment,  then 
was  still.  The  boys  dashed  forward  and  stood 
over  the  deer,  which  had  been  struck  through 
the  head. 

"  Why,"  said  Harry,  in  wonder,  "  that  was  a 
corking  good  shot,  and  this  fellow  is  better 
venison,  —  but  I  thought  you  were  shooting  at 
the  buck." 

Within  two  seconds  Ralph  fought  another 
fight  with  himself,  and  conquered. 

"  I  — I  was,"  he  admitted  shamefacctlly.  "  I 
wanted  the  horns.  I  did  n't  know  this  deer 
was  on  earth." 

Harry  looked  at  him  kindly  antl  with  an 
added  respect  in  his  eyes. 

" 'I'hat  's  good,"  he  said  simplv.  "Not 
every  boy  would  own  right  up  in  that  wav, 
Raljih.     You  '11  shoot  better  next  time." 

It  may  be  said  here  that  before  they  left 
Rincon  Ranch  Ralph  did  shoot  better  several 
times. 

Harry  rapidly  made  two  incisions  in  the  ani- 
mal's hind  legs  near  the  hoofs,  and  ran  a  stout 
stick  through.  Then,  with  his  hunting-knife, 
he  chopped  a  branch  from  a  mesquit  some  six- 


feet  above  the  ground.  Together  they  lifted 
the  young  deer  and  hung  it  to  the  stump  of  the 
branch  by  the  stake  through  the  tendons  of  its 
legs.  Gralloching  it  was  a  work  of  five  min- 
lUes.  The  carcass  was  wiped  dry  with  large 
bunches  of  grass.  Harry  lifted  it  lightly  down, 
brought  the  head  back  to  the  stake,  and  fas- 
tened it  there  with  twine,  making,  virtually,  a 
circle  of  the  body.  He  sw-ung  this  circle  around  ^ 
his  neck  much  as  a  lady  wears  her  boa,  and  so 
trotted  merrily  back  to  camp,  Ralph  following 
him,  and  explaining  at  every  other  step  just 
how  the  gun  happened  to  joggle  so  widely  at 
the  moment  the  trigger  was  pulled,  and  how, 
when  within  shooting-distance  of  the  next  deer, 
he  intended  to  take  a  long  breath,  close  only 
his  left  eye,  and  become  more  rigid  than  a  rock. 
When  Donald  saw  them,  he  rose,  stiffened  him- 
self from  heels  to  head,  and  fell  backward, 
giving  his  idea  of  a  dead  faint  as  he  had  seen 
it  many  times  on  the  stage.  Juan,  instantly 
awake,  busied  himself  taking  off  the  skin.  It 
was  the  unanimous  verdict  of  the  party  that  if 
there  is  anything  in  the  world  better  than  veni- 
son steak,  it  is  venison  ribs,  dashed  with  pepper 
and  salt  and  roasted  before  a  camp-fire. 

Chapter  VI. 

THE    NOBLE    SCIEN'CE    OF    WOODCRAFT. 

Leaning  far  back,  with  the  slight  remains  of 
his  breakfast  before  him,  Donald  tilted  his  tin 
coffee-cup  until  its  rim  rested  upon  the  junction 
of  his  eyebrows.  The  coffee  had  vanished  some 
time  before,  but  he  wanted  the  last  few  grains 
of  wet  sugar.  Then  he  straightened  up,  looked 
at  his  companions,  smiled  widely,  as  was  his 
custom  w-hen  fed,  and  said  :  "  Lots  of  pecans 
here.     We  '11  make  a  killing  to-day." 

"Right,"  answered  Harry.  "We  ought  to 
get  five  bushels  at  least." 

Ralph  said  nothing.  He  was  industriously 
rubbing  the  rifle,  which  already  shone,  and 
thinking  of  his  future  career  as  a  hunter.  He 
had  waked  a  dozen  times  in  the  night  with 
thinking  about  the  deer.  Meantime  Juan,  who 
was  like  an  Indian  in  that  he  would  eat  so  long 
as  anything  was  within  reach,  continued  stow- 
ing away  food.  Harry  walked  over  to  him, 
picked  him  up,  shook  him  slightly,  —  to  "  settle 
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liis  breakfast,"  he  said,  — then  carried  him  away  the  rear.  Harry  and  Ivalpli,  as  became  tlicir 
from  the  wagon-cover  on  wliich  the  food  \va>  greater  age  and  (h'gm'ly,  were  mcjre  leisiirelv. 
spread.  Ik'ing  set  down,  Juan  said  never  a  Harry  rolled  lip  the  tarpauh'n  and  shmg  it  o\er 
word,  but  blinked  his  black  eyes  slowly.  iiis  shoulder.     They  picked  up  their  ihrashing- 

*' Well,"  said  Donald,  rising  and  kicking  first  poles  and  went  slowly  on  the  track  of  the  two 
one  leg  and  then  the  other,  "  I  have  n't  eaten  younger  boys,  wlu)  were  a  hundred  yards  ahead. 
anything  except  a  cpiail   and   some  steak  and     Looking  beliind  in'm    and  noting  this  fact,  the 

spirit  of  mischief  which 
abitles  in  all  small  boys 
prompted  Donald  to  a 
proposal. 

"  You  can  climb  bet- 
ter than  any  of  them, 
Juan,"  he  said,  "  and  we 
i)Oth  can  thrash  just  as 
well.  Let  's  keep  awav 
from  them  and  beat  them 
gathering  pecans." 

"  Fo'  w'at?  "  asked 
Juan,  who  lacked  the 
Anglo-Saxon  instinct  of 
contest  for  contest's  sake. 
"  ^^'hy,  just  to  beat 
them,  of  course." 

The  Mexican  boy 
could  see  nothing  in 
that,  but  he  regarded 
Donald  as  a  sort  of  su- 
perior being  whose  com- 
mands or  suggestions 
were  not  to  be  ques- 
tioned, so  he  answered, 
■'  Hall  ri',"  and  followed 
steadily. 
To  carry  out  the  brilliant  scheme  which  had 
come  to  him,  Donald  crossed  the  creek  on  a 
fallen  log,  and  left  the  stream  at  his  rear,  push- 
ing straight  out  into  the  grove.  Having  trav- 
eled a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  this  way,  he  turned 
to  the  right  and  went  a  quarter  of  a  mile  far- 
ther. 'Vhe  pecan-trees  were  .still  thick  about 
them.  He  halted  by  one  of  great  girth,  whose 
some  roasted  rib  and  some  l)acon  and  four  branches  came  almost  to  the  ground,  and  inti- 
biscuit  and  a  cup  of  coffee  and  two  apples,—  mated  that  he  would  take  that  one.  Juan  se- 
why  did  n't  we  think  to  bring  some  milk?— .so  lected  one  more  difficult  to  mount  but  ecjually 
I  'm  light  and  ready  to  climb.  Ralph,  brace  fruitful,  and  the  blows  of  the  poles  sounded 
up!  Where  's  my  thra.shing-pole?  Where  's  through  the  woods.  It  was  only  when  they 
my  hat?  "  had  thrashed  the  trees  completely  and  had  de- 

He  started  up  the  creek,  whistling  shrilly,  scended  that  Donald  remembered  that  they  were 
Juan  rose  instantly  and  followed  two  paces  to    without   a   tarpaulin.       However,   the    ground 
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was  nearly  bare,  atul  they  gathered  the  nuts 
rapidly,  stowing  them  into  large  bags  they  had 
brought.  These  bags  held  nearly  a  bushel  each, 
and,  though  the  two  had  lost  many  of  the  nuts, 
were  nearly  filled  when  they  had  gathered  all 
they  could  find  without  extra  trouble. 

"  We  '11  have  to  go  back  to  camp,"  said 
Donald,  ''and  empty  the  sacks." 

They  were  on  the  outer  edge  of  the  pecan 
grove,  within  twenty  yards  of  the  tangle  of 
chaparral.  As  he  spoke  he  saw  a  strange  little 
animal  come  two  feet  from  the  underbrush,  then 
waddle  back.  It  had  a  long  body,  a  sharp 
snout,  and  it  was  covered  with  horny  ringed 
plates,  like  a  coat  of  mail.  Juan  saw  it  at  the 
.same  instant,  and  said  simply:   "Armadillo." 

"Come  on!"  Donald  said  excitedly,  throw- 
ing down  his  bag  of  nuts.  "Let's  catch  it  I 
Ralph  mav  kill  deer,  but  he  's  not  the  only 
pebble  on  the  beach." 

"  He  ees  not,"  Juan  acquiesced  gravely, 
though  he  had  not  an  idea  of  his  friend's 
meaning. 

Together  they  entered  the  chaparral,  llie 
animal,  of  course,  was  not  in  sight,  but  the  soil 
was  sandy  and  bare,  and  for  a  hundred  yards 
the  marks  of  its  peculiar  claw-like  feet  were 
plainly  visible.  The  boys  trotted  hurriedly 
along  this  trail,  vaulting  over  a  low  cactus  here, 
going  around  a  high  one  there,  disentangling 
their  clothing  from  the  clinging  catclaw,  and 
expecting  each  moment  to  see  the  armadillo 
scramble  away  from  them.  Suddenly  they  came 
to  a  denser  portion  of  the  thicket,  and  the  trail 
grew  fainter.  It  was  still  discernible  in  places, 
however,  and  they  wormed  their  wav  forward. 
They  covered  a  half-mile  in  this  way. 

Donald,  leading  the  way,  was  in  a  seventh 
heaven.  This,  indeed,  was  sport.  All  the  tales 
f)f  border  warfare  he  had  ever  read,  and  their 
name  was  legion,  came  back  to  him.  He  re- 
membered how  "  Old  Shot-in-the-Eye,"  who 
never  missed  his  Indian,  used  to  pursue  the  un- 
fortunate warriors  through  the  forest.  It  was  the 
habit  of  "  Old  Shot-in-the-Eye  "  to  walk  stealth- 
ily, and  peer  around  tree-trunks,  and  listen  in- 
tently to  the  flutter  of  birds  and  chatter  of  squir- 
rels, which  always  betrayed  the  presence  of  the 
copper-colored  foe.  Donald  imitated  him  as 
well  as  he  knew^  how.     He  parted  the  tangle  and 
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glanced  ahead  of  him.  He  laid  his  ear  to  the 
ground,  and,  arising,  shook  his  head  gravely. 
He  brought  his  nose  within  two  inches  of  the 
grass  and  glared  intently.  He  stopped  occa- 
sionally, crouched  low,  and  waved  his  com- 
panion to  halt.  He  said  "  Hist!"  at  frequent 
intervals.  Sometimes,  on  sandy  spots,  he  found 
the  marks  of  claws.  The  tracks  might  have 
been  made  by  the  armadillo  they  had  seen,  or 
by  leopard-cats,  or  by  skunks.  Donald  did  not 
know. 

This  was  kept  up  for  an  hour,  the  inde- 
fatigable scout  enjoying  every  moment  of  it. 
Juan  viewed  these  antics  with  round  eyes  in 
which  there  was  not  a  suggestion  of  a  smile,  or 
impatience,  or  wonder,  or  any  emotion  what- 
ever. Anything  which  Sefior  Don  chose  to  do 
was  "hall  ri'."  If  it  amused  him  to  creep 
through  the  brush  all  day,  inspecting  the  ground 
and  saying  "  Hist!  "  it  was  well.  They  crossed 
rocky  stretches  and  grassy  stretches,  sandy 
stretches  and  wet  stretches. 

Then,  perspiration  in  his  eyes  and  a  crick 
in  his  back,  Donald  straightened  up  with  the 
knowledge  that  not  only  had  all  trail-marks 
disappeared,  but  that  he  had  not  the  slightest 
idea  of  where  he  was,  or  how  far  it  w'as  to  camp. 
It  would  never  do,  however,  to  confess  this. 
He  told  himself  that  he  would  find  the  way 
back  and,  at  the  same  time,  avoid  terrifying 
Juan.  He  climbed  a  little  eminence  that, 
pebble-clad,  reared  itself  amid  the  undergrowth, 
and  looked  about  him.  On  every  hand  was  a 
sea  of  mesquit  and  cacti.  The  line  of  pecans 
and  cottonwoods  along  the  arroyo  was  not 
visible.  He  came  down  and,  with  a  fair  imita- 
tion of  jauntiness,  plunged  into  the  growth, 
walking  rapidly.  Juan,  unquestioning,  trotted 
behind  him.  Another  half-hour  passed.  Oc- 
casionally Donald  stooped  as  if  looking  for  a 
trail,  but  his  heart  was  getting  sick,  and  his 
limbs  were  wearv.  Still  he  went  on.  Now 
and  then  he  endeavored  to  chatter,  but  it  was 
too  much  of  an  effort.  He  sank  into  silence. 
Thick  gray  clouds  had  covered  the  sky  and  the 
position  of  the  sun  was  hidden. 

An  hour  went  by,  and  he  came  to  another 
small  hill.  He  went  to  its  .summit  and 
gazed  about  him.  Still  the  same  sea  of  mes- 
quit met  his  view.     Something  familiar  in  the 
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appearance  of  the  mouiul  ;iUraciLd  his  aiicn- 
tiuii,  and  he  examinetl  it  closely.  He  foiuKl 
the  marks  of  his  own  shoe-heels.  It  was  the 
little  elevation  he  luul  climbed  nearly  two  hours 
before.  'I'his  seemed  to  him  a  stran,<;e  and 
terrible  thing.  For  a  moment  he  was  ui)oii  tin- 
verge  of  sobbing.  He  was  not  actiuaintetl  with 
the  fixed  tendency  of  all  lost  animals  to  travel  in 
a  circle.  It  was  nearly  the  dinner-hour;  his 
unfailing  appetite  told  him  that  mm  h.  He 
was  both  weak  and  hungrv.  It  was  time  to 
take  his  brown  companion  into  his  confidence, 
so  he  descended  the  mound  and,  with  a  slight 
tremor  in  his  voice,  he  turned  toward  the  Mexi- 
can boy  and  said  frankly  : 

"  Juan,  we  *re  lost." 

The  Mexican  boy.  who  in  the  vast  wilderness 
seemed  very  small  indeed,  answered  without 
emotion  : 

■•'Ow  los'?" 

"  We  're  lost,  losf .'  I  can't  find  mv  wav  ; 
don't  know  where  we  are.  WIiy,  I  can't  find 
the  camp." 

"  Sehor  Don  want  fin'  cam])?"' 

"Yes,  yes!      Of  course.      1  'm  hungrv." 

"  Eat  pear-apples." 

This  had  not  occurred  to  Donald,  but  he 
had  no  stomach  for  pear-apples,  anvhow. 
What  he  wanted  was  Harrv  and  Ralph  and 
venison.  He  rememberetl  that  at  noon  thev 
were  to  have  had  a  saddle  of  the  deer,  bakeil 
in  the  ground.  Harry  had  dug  the  hole  the 
night  before,  heated  it  red-hot,  put  the  meat 
into  the  little  grave,  and  covered  it  over  with 
twigs  and  dirt.  There  w-as  nothing  better  on 
earth,  he  had  said.  Tears  rose  to  Donald's 
eyes.  He  felt  that  it  was  noon,  or  later,  and 
that  by  this  time  the  saddle  of  venison  was 
done  to  a  turn. 

Juan  took  no  note  of  his  patron's  anxietv  or 
the  moisture  on  his  lids.  Being  lost  in  the 
chaparral  was  not  a  matter  of  extreme  gravitv 
to  him.  It  had  happened  to  him  before,  and 
doubtless  would  happen  again.  It  was  all  as 
the  good  God  directetl.  He  glanced  up  at  the 
>ky  and  could  see  no  sun.  He  trotted  to  the 
top  of  the  hill,  stuck  his  forefinger  into  his  mouth, 
and  held  it  u})  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the 
wind.  He  came  to  the  bottom  and  looked 
around  him.     There  was  a  small  open  space  at 


the  base  of  the  hill,  and  on  the  edge  of  the 
clear  ground  a  large  mescpiit  was  growing. 
He  went  to  this  tree  and  exauniied  it  with  care, 
noting  it  especially  near  to  the  ground.  Then, 
without  a  word  of  explanation,  he  started  into 
the  liriish. 

Donald  followed  and  carefully  kei)t  within 
two  feel  of  him,  being  dreadfully  afraid  that 
he  would  lo.se  sight  of  liun.  After  a  hundreil 
yards  or  so,  he  panted ; 

"  Where  you  going,  Juan?  " 

"  Cioin'  camp.  Seiior  Don,"  was  the  easy 
re})ly. 

They  went  onward  for  a  half-mile,  then  came 
to  a  space  upon  which  no  grass  grew.  It  was 
deeply  scored  by  the  feet  of  wild  animals.  In 
its  center  was  a  reddish  rock  two  feet  across 
and  ten  inches  high.  Juan  stooped  to  exam- 
ine this  rock,  straightened  up.  and  altered  his 
course  slightly,  once  more  entering  the  chap- 
arral. 

h'or  half  an  hour  he  went  steadil\-.  Ik- 
stopped  upon  the  edge  of  a  small  prairie  antl 
looked  about  him.  Evidently  it  was  unfamiliar 
to  him,  l)ut  he  did  not  seem  discouraged.  In- 
deed, he  was  perfectly  at  home.  His  eyes  had 
an  intent  expression,  and  occa.sionaIly  he  mut- 
tered in  patois.  He  did  not  know  one  letter 
from  another,  but  he  was  reading  a  book  that 
had  been  his  constant  companion  since  infancy  : 
Nature  was  spreading  her  pages  for  him.  He 
cast  about  for  a  w'hile  in  the  grass,  covering  a 
space  of  an  acre  in  his  ijuest.  Then  he  stopped 
and  {)ointed  to  a  small  yellow  flower,  a  late 
survival  that  in  a  damp  and  semi-sheltered 
place  reared  its  little  head. 

" 'Sta  bueno  [It  is  well],"  he  said,  though 
what  he  meant  Donald  coukl  not  imagine. 

Once  more  he  set  oflF,  threading  his  wav 
through  a  wilderness  of  mescjuits,  huisaches, 
mimosas,  cacti,  and  underbrush.  He  went 
on  a  straight  line.  A\'hen  forced  to  diverge 
slightly  by  some  clump  of  giant  cacti,  he  re- 
sumed it  as  soon  as  he  had  half-circled  the 
obstruction.  .After  twenty  minutes  of  this  work 
he  paused,' bent  his  black  head  to  one  side,  and 
smiled.  It  was  not  often  that  Juan  smiled,  but 
when  his  lips  parted  antl  his  white  teeth  gleamed, 
his  face  assumed  a  singularly  merry  and  child- 
like expression.      An  innocent  boy-baby  of  three 
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years  would  look  so.     Donald,  listening  too, 
heard  a  low  murmur,  steady  and  sweet. 

"  Agua  [water]!  "  said  Juan. 

Thev  pressed  forward,  for  both  were  thirsty. 

Indeed,  the   erstwhile   fluent  tongue   of  the 
American  lad  was  cleaving  to  the  furry  roof  of 
his  mouth.      First  they  left   the   brush  behind 
them   anil   emerged   into    a    grove   of   pecans. 
Then  ahead  of  him  he  saw  two  white  ol)jects  — 
the    bags    of    pecans, 
which  lay  as  they  had 
been    left.     'J'he   lK)ys 
picked    them    up    and 
half    ran    toward    the 
water.         A     moment 
later  l)oth  were  down 
upon    tlieir    stomachs 
with  faces  half  buried 
in     the    cool     stream. 
They  drank  and  drank 
and  drank.   Then  Don- 
ald rose,  sighed   hea- 
vily, and  asked : 

"  Can't  you  smell 
that  dinner?  " 

Juan  smiled  again, 
and  shook  his  head. 
Once  more  he  resumed 
his  submissive  place  in 
the  rear.  Once  more 
Donald  became  chatty 
and  masterful.  They 
crossed  the  creek  on 
the  log  they  had  found 
in  early  morning.  The 
older  boys  were  in 
camp,  waiting  for  them 
and  slightly  an.xious. 
Harry  had  not  dis- 
turbed the  saddle  of 
venison,  as  the  hour 
was  only  a  little  past 
noontime.  He  un- 
■earthcd  it  while  Don- 
ald    was     explaining, 

and  a  delicious  scent  was  on  the  air.  \\hen  he 
had  administered  a  slight  check  to  his  hunger, 
Donald  looked  at  his  cousin  gravely,  and  said  : 

"  But  how  did  Juan  find  his   way  back  so 
easily?     Did  he  know  where  we  were?  " 


Harry  shook  his  head  negatively.  It  was  not 
his  custom  to  lecture.  Indeed,  he  was  at  pains 
to  avoid  any  display  of  superior  knowledge, 
teaching  his  young  relatives  more  by  way  of 
example.     Now%  however,  he  said  : 

"  Juan  found  his  way  back  because  he  is  able 
to  read  signs.  You  would  learn  to  do  the  same 
in  a  little  while,  and,  as  you  are  more  intelligent, 
to  do   it  better  than  he.      Listen  to  what  I  am 


THE    CHASE   OK    THE    rECCARY.       (SEE    PACiE    523.) 

going  to  say,  and  if  you  get  lost  again,  re- 
member it." 

Ralph  coughed  portentously,  and  said : 
"Hear!      Hear!" 

Donald,  however,  whose  experience  was  fresh 


1902.] 


THE    BOYS    OF    THE    KIN'CON    RANCH. 


521 


upon  him,  was  gravely  intent.  He  toUl  liis 
brother,  with  sternness,  to  "chase  liimself." 
Juan,  not  understanding,  or  caring  nothing 
about  it,  continued  busily  eating.  Harry  went 
on  : 

"  When  you  discover  tliat  you  are  lost,  first 
stop  and  pull  yourself  together.  Recall  the 
direction  in  which  you  started  from  camp — 
whether  you  went  north,  south,  east,  or  west. 
Vou  can  always  do  this,  if  you  try.  The  next 
step  is  to  fix  the  points  of  the  compass.  When 
that  is  done,  you  will  be  able  to  go  in  the  gen- 
eral direction  you  wish.  Find  a  mature  tree 
that  stands  apart  from  its  fellows.  Even  if  it 
is  only  slightly  separated  it  will  do.  The  bark 
of  this  tree  will  be  harder,  drier,  and  lighter  in 
color  on  the  south  side.  On  the  north  it  will 
be  darker,  and  often  at  the  roots  it  will  have  a 
clump  of  mold  or  moss.  On  the  south  sides 
of  all  evergreen-trees,  gum,  which  oozes  from 
wounds  or  knot-holes,  will  be  hard  and  amber- 
colored  ;  on  the  north  this  gum  is  softer,  gets 
covered  with  dust,  and  is  of  a  dirty  gray.  In 
fall,  or  winter,  trees  which  show  a  rough  bark 
will  have  nests  of  insects  in  the  crevices  on 
their  south  sides.  A  tree  which  stands  in  the 
open  will  have  its  larger  limbs  and  rougher  bark 
on  the  south  side.  You  have  many  evergreens 
in  your  part  of  the  country,  cone-bearing,  or 
coniferous,  trees— firs,  spruce,  cedars,  hem- 
locks, pines.  They  ought  to  be  good  com- 
passes. Hard-wood  trees — the  oak,  the  ash, 
elms,  hickories,  mesquits,  and  so  forth  — have 
moss  and  mold  on  the  north.  Leaves  are 
smaller,  tougher,  lighter  in  color,  and  with 
darker  veins  on  the  south  ;  on  the  north  they 
are  longer,  of  darker  green,  and  with  lighter 
veins.  Spiders  build  on  the  south  sides.  In 
the  South  air-plants  attach  themselves  to  the 
north  sides.  Cedars  bend  their  tips  to  the 
south.  Any  sawed  or  cut  stump  will  give  you 
the  compass  points,  because  the  concentric 
rings  are  thicker  on  the  south  side.  The 
heart  of  the  stump  is  thus  nearer  to  the  north 
side.  All  these  things  are  the  effects  of  sun. 
Stones  are  bare  on  the  south  side,  and  if  they 
have  moss  at  all.  it  will  be  on  the  north.  At 
best,  on  the  sunny  side  only  a  thin  covering  of 
harsh,  half-dry  moss  will  be  found.  On  the 
south  side  of  a  hill  the  ground  is  more  noisy 
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unilorfoot.  On  the  north  side  ferns,  mosses, 
and  late  flowers  grow.  If  you  are  on  a  marsh, 
small  bushes  will  give  you  the  lesson;  their 
leaves  and  limbs  show  the  same  differences. 
.Almost  all  wild  flowers  turn  their  faces  to  the 
south.  There  are  many  other  signs,  but  I 
reckon  you  will  find  these  enough." 

The  boys  had  listened  in  silence.  Donald 
said  : 

"That  seems  easy,  I  believe  I  '11  go  out 
and  get  lost  again  just  to  show  myself  that  I 
can't  get  lost." 

Here,  for  the  first  and  only  time  in  his  life, 
Juan  displayed  a  flash  of  humor. 

"Don'  do  eet,  Seiior  Don,"  he  said.  "Las 
palomitas  might  bite  you." 

Paloi/iifas  are  little  doves  the  size  of  a  man's 
thumb. 

Chapter  VII. 

A    TEARING    RIDE    THROUGH    THE    CHAPARRAL. 

Riding  along  a  narrow  road  which  ran  in  an 
easterly  direction  from  the  ranch-house,  the 
three  boys  were  followed  by  the  ranch  pack  of 
dogs.  These  animals  were  of  mixed  breeds, 
and  belonged,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  cow- 
boys. Sharp  of  nose,  scraggy  of  form,  with 
erect  ears  and  half-savage  eyes,  many  of 
them  looked  more  like  wolves  than  like  tame 
members  of  the  canine  family.  This  likeness 
was  helped  by  their  color,  which,  in  most  in- 
stances, was  an  undecided  brindle,  shading  off 
into  dirty  gray.  Their  noses  were  keen,  how- 
ever ;  they  were  stanch  runners,  as  they  had 
proved  upon  more  than  one  occasion  ;  and  when 
it  came  to  close  quarters  with  the  giant  lobo- 
wolf,  the  smaller  prairie-wolf,  a  wild  boar,  a 
leopard-cat,  or  even  with  a  wounded  buck  in 
his  fourth  year,  they  went  in,  regardless  of  hurt, 
and  fought  straight  on  to  the  end. 

Harry  had  invited  his  cousins  to  witness  a 
chase  of  the  peccary,  or  wild  hog  of  the  South- 
west. The  time  was  near  to  the  end  of  Janu- 
ary. The  boys  had  become  thorough  horsemen, 
and  rather  liked  to  show  off  their  accomplish- 
ment. The  prairie  had  lost  its  last  hint  of  green, 
and  was  a  gray-brown  everywhere.  From  the 
pecans  and  other  deciduous  trees  the  leaves 
had  fallen.  The  mesquits,  however,  were 
thick  and  shining  as  of  old.     There  had  been 
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many  northers,  to  tlie  discomfort  of  tlie  natives 
and  the  joy  of  the  Crugers.  On  one  terrible 
night  in  particular,  not  soon  to  be  forgotten 
by  the  Mexicans,  ice  had  formed  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  thick.  During  this  night  the  dogs  had 
whined  pitifully,  and  in  the  morning  the  horses 
looked  wilted. 

As  they  rode  along  the  young  ranchman  was 
explaining  to  them  the  appearance  and  pecu- 
liarities of  the  peccary. 

"  He  is  an  Ishmaelite,"  the  boy  said.  "  His 
tusks  are  against  everything,  and  every  breath- 
ing thing  is  against  him.  He  is  obstinate, 
strong,  violent,  swift,  enduring,  and  courageous. 
The  Mexicans  call  this  animal  javalina  (pro- 
nounced havaleener),  from  the  resemblance 
between  the  sharp  bristles  of  its  neck  and  back 
and  a  javelin.  The  javalina  runs  in  bands  of 
from  five  to  twenty-five,  and  subsists  on  herbs  or 
roots,  though  it  will  eat  flesh  gladly  when  it  can 
get  it.  It  will  not  attack  man  unless  in  large 
numbers,  and  not  then  unless  the  blood  of  its 
kind  has  been  shed.  Then  it  becomes  unre- 
lenting. It  has  been  known  to  stay  twenty-four 
hours  under  a  tree  in  which  a  man  had  taken 
refuge.  There  is  an  authenticated  instance  of 
a  band  of  peccaries  destroying  a  man  who  fell 
from  the  mesquit  into  which  he  had  climbed. 
A  drove  will  always  attack  a  dog  if  it  can 
reach  him,  and  if  he  is  surrounded,  he  is  killed 
and  eaten.  A  single  full-grown  boar  is  a  match 
for  any  two  dogs  to  be  found  in  this  country. 
We  have  a  pack  of  eight  fighters,  and  if  we 
have  the  luck  to  strike  the  trail  of  an  old  boar 
to-day,  you  will  see  a  battle  royal." 

Three  miles  from  the  house  Harry  struck  off 
into  the  mesquit,  and  bunching  the  dogs,  sent 
them  out  ahead,  where  they  scattered,  running 
eagerly  with  noses  to  the  ground,  knowing  that 
the  business  of  the  day  had  begun.  They  struck 
first  the  trail  of  a  wildcat,  which  they  treed 
after  a  run  of  five  hundred  yards.  Harry  told 
Donald  to  shoot  the  animal,  adding  that  it  was 
very  destructive  to  birds  and  chickens.  Donald 
shot  it,  but  saw  that  its  skin  was  worthless, 
and  let  it  lie  where  it  fell.  Several  deer  were 
started,  but  to  these  the  pack  paid  no  attention. 
Then,  after  nosing  and  opening  on  a  peccary 
trail  more  than  a  day  old,  the  dogs  were  called 
in,  and,  by  the  side  of  an  arroyo,  the  boys  had 


luncheon.  So  far  the  day  had  been  produc- 
tive of  but  one  incident,  and  they  felt  disap- 
pointed. Their  young  host  assured  them,  how- 
ever, that  they  would  have  better  luck  in  the 
afternoon.  They  were  ten  miles  from  home, 
and  it  was  his  purpose  to  try  a  wild  part  of 
the  range,  lying  partly  upon  his  mother's  land 
and  partly  upon  the  ranch  of  their  nearest  neigh- 
bor, w'hom  they  had  not  seen  since  the  spring 
round-up.  The  sun  was  still  hot  in  the  middle 
of  the  day,  and  after  eating  they  rested  until 
three  o'clock,  the  dogs  lying  about  with  their 
red  tongues  lolling,  and  the  horses  hoppled  and 
grazing  peacefully.  When  the  signal  to  mount 
was  given,  Ralph  started  to  the  arroyo  to  water 
his  animal,  but  Harry  stopped  him. 

"  We  are  likely  to  have  a  hard  run,"  he  said, 
"and  the  sorrel  will  do  better  without  water. 
Give  him  half  he  can  drink  afterward,  but  not 
before." 

"That  's  right,  Ralph,"  said  Donald,  with  a 
grin.  "You  remember  when  you  ran  in  the 
fifty-yard  race  at  school  the  trainer  would  n't  let 
you  have  any  water.  You  got  beat,  all  right, 
all  right ;  but  you  ran  dry." 

Six  months  before  Ralph  would  have  resented 
this.  Now  he  only  laughed,  and  said :  "  I  '11 
show  'em  something  when  I  get  back." 

The  dogs,  some  hundred  yards  in  front,  were 
traversing  a  country  which  was  sparsely  over- 
grown. Tails  erect  and  heads  down,  they 
quartered  to  and  fro,  now  and  then  an  impatient 
whine  coming  from  one  of  them. 

"  We  are  likely  to  jump  something  at  any 
minute,"  said  Harry,  "  and  a  last  word  before 
the  fun  begins :  best  hold  the  horses  in  a  bit ; 
you  might  overrun  the  dogs.  If  you  bolt  into 
a  bed  of  cactus,  sit  tight  and  let  the  horse  buck 
out  of  it,'  which  he  wall  do  right  away.  They 
are  brush  ponies,  and  they  know  that  is  the  only 
way  in  which  they  can  get  out." 

As  he  ceased  speaking,  the  foremost  dog, 
a  huge  yellow  animal,  gaunt,  with  powerful 
haunches  and  glistening  fangs,  threw  his  big 
head  in  air  and  uttered  a  short,  savage  yelp. 
The  others,  crowding  in  behind  him,  gave 
tongue  also.  Then  they  became  silent  and, 
with  heads  once  more  lowered,  trotted  forward 
swiftly. 

"It  is  javalina,  all  right,"  said  Harry,  "but 
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the  trail  is  not  warm.     They  will  stretch  them- 
selves when  the  thing  begins  its  run." 

.\  half-mile  was  covered  when  the  leader 
once  more  opened  and  broke  into  half  speed, 
the  others  sticking  by  him  and  loudly  clamor- 
ing. 

"He  's  jumped!"  Harry  called  excitedly. 
"That  's  the  fresh  trail.     Come  on!" 

He  loosened  the  reins  and  dashed  away  at  a 
free  gallop,  clearing  a  four-foot  cactus  within 
twenty  yards  as  lightly  as  a  bird,  and  sweeping 
forward  without  check  of  any  kind.  Ralpli 
swung  to  the  right  and  Donald  to  the  left  of 
this  obstruction,  because  their  blood  was  not 
yet  up,  and  pulled  in  behind  their  cousin.  Then 
a  great  mesquit  separated  them,  they  ran  into 
a  piece  of  brush,  cactus-grown,  through  which 
they  worked  only  at  a  trot,  and  when  they  had 
pa.ssed  it  pressed  their  horses  in  order  to  re- 
cover lost  ground.  Looking  around  him,  Ralph 
could  not  see  Harry  nor  his  brother.  He  could 
hear  the  beat  of  the  hoofs,  however,  and  knew 
that  they  were  both  parallel  with  him  and  on 
his  right.  From  ahead  came  the  yelping  of 
the  dogs,  which  were  tearing  along  now,  close 
to  top  speed,  and  making  the  waste  resound. 
The  boy  was  nearly  swept  from  the  saddle  by 
an  overhanging  limb,  and  knew  that  the  time 
had  come  for  him  to  follow  advice  and  "  sit 
tight,"  as  well  as  to  keep  his  eyes  open. 

Moreover,  the  hunter-fever  was  burning  in 
him.  It  seemed  to  him  a  better  thing  that  he 
should  let  out  a  link  or  two  and  get  nearer  to 
the  dogs,  incidentally  heading  his  companions. 
So  he  spurred  the  sorrel,  which  immediately 
bounded  a  good  ten  feet,  then  settled  down  to 
more  than  half  racing-speed.  The  boy  ran  so 
for  a  half-mile,  burst  through  some  smaller 
branches,  and  came  out  into  an  open  space  a 
hundred  yards  across.  The  tail  of  the  last  dog 
was  disappearing  into  the  green  wall  of  growth 
on  the  other  side.  When  half-way  across 
Ralph  saw  his  brother  and  cousin  break  out 
of  the  thicket  behind  him.  Harry  was  calm 
and  smiling,  evidently  enjoying  himself  to  the  ut- 
termost, and  he  saluted  Ralph's  comfortable  lead 
with  a  hearty  "  Good  boy!  " 

Down  Donald's  face  a  thin  stream  of  blood 
was  trickling,— he  had  been  scratched  by  a 
mesquit-thorn,— but   he  was  hallooing  at  the 


top   of   his  shrill   voice  and   sending   the  l)ay 
along  in  handsome  style. 

Just  ahead  of  Ralph  was  a  small  indentation 
in  the  solid  front  of  shrul>l>ery,  and  witliout 
knowing  or  thinking  what  it  might  be,  he  dashed 
into  it,  tlie  sorrel  taking  to  it  kindly.  Before 
covering  twenty  yards  he  .saw  that  he  had  struck 
a  goat-path,  two  feet  wide  and  reasonal)ly 
straight.  Branches  of  me.squit  and  huisache 
overhung  it  here  and  there,  but  it  was  clear 
underfoot.  It  widened  in  places  almost  to 
wagon-road  width.  He  overhauled  the  dogs 
rapidly,  and  soon  noted  that  they  were  near  the 
path  and  running  along  it.  He  had  nothing 
to  fear  now,  only  a  watch  to  keep  for  tree- 
limbs,  so  he  sat  at  ease,  took  a  strong  pull  upon 
the  sorrel,  and  settled  into  a  steady  gallop. 
Bending  half-way  to  the  pommel,  and  looking 
keenly  between  his  horse's  ears,  he  saw  sud- 
denly a  rough  brown  object  shoot  across  one  of 
the  widenings  of  the  path.  The  animal  was  over 
in  an  instant,  yet  not  so  quickly  that  Ralph 
could  not  see  it  distinctly.  It  was  a  boar  of 
age  and  mas.sive  strength,  standing  nearly  two 
feet  high  at  the  shoulder,  its  bristles  erect  upon 
its  neck  and  back,  yellowish  tusks  upcurving 
from  its  jaws,  foam  hanging  to  its  lips.  It 
crashed  into  the  underbrush  on  the  far  side  of 
the  little  opening.  Instinctively  Ralph  dropped 
his  pace  to  a  trot.  A  moment  afterward — there 
could  not  have  been  more  than  fifty  yards 
between  them  and  their  quarry — the  pack 
streamed  across,  a  Babel  of  noises  in  their 
throats.  Ralph  generously  called  to  his  com- 
panions that  the  boar  had  turned,  giving  the 
view-halloo  with  all  of  his  lungs,  then  half 
wheeled  and  followed.  The  chaparral  grew 
thinner  and  the  pace  became  terrific.  Suddenly, 
emerging  from  under  the  low-hanging  limbs  of  a 
mesquit,  to  avoid  which  the  boy  had  thrown 
himself  almost  prone  in  the  saddle,  the  sorrel 
plunged  into  a  bed  of  cactus  which  bristled  to  a 
height  of  three  feet  and  extended  some  twenty 
yards.  The  rider  had  barely  time  to  sit  erect  and 
clamp  his  knees  when  down  went  the  horse's 
head,  up  came  his  back,  and  he  bucked  madly 
and  blindly  straight  ahead.  Ralph's  first  thought 
was  that  he  could  not  po.ssibly  stay  on,  but  he 
stayed  on.  Then  he  thought  that  his  head 
would  be  inevitably  jerked  off ;  but  he  stiffened 
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his  spinal  column,  and,  in  some  miraculous 
manner,  his  head  remained  on  his  shoulders. 
Then  he  knew  that  the  pony  was  going  much 
higher  than  the  trees  he  could  dimly  see  ahead 
of  him.  Then  he  wished  complacently  that 
Harry  and  Donald  were  there  to  see  him  ride. 
Then,  with  a  huge,  tall,  last  phenomenal  bound, 
the  sorrel  was  through,  his  legs  filled  with  yellow 
needles,  but  his  gallant  little  heart  beating  as 
gamely  as  ever  and  his  stomach  a  foot  nearer 
to  the  ground.  So  tremendous  was  the  speed 
that  Ralph  was  surprised  when  he  saw  a  form 
flitting  thirty  yards  to  his  left,  and,  looking 
closely  between  the  tree  intervals  as  they 
flashed  past,  saw  that  it  was  Harry,  who  lifted 
his  hat  and  waved  it  cheerily.  This  was  nothing 
to  the  sense  of  paralysis  which  stole  over  him 
when,  glancing  to  the  right,  he  made  out  an- 
other form  which  in  a  moment  resolved  itself 
into  Donald.  This  young  gentleman  had  no 
hat  at  all.  His  brown  hair  stood  out  from  his 
head,  and  he  was  endeavoring  frantically  to 
yell,  but  his  voice  was  all  gone.  Perched  on 
the  bay,  with  his  knees  drawn  convulsively  up, 
his  jacket  flapping,  streaks  of  dried  blood  on 
his  browned  face,  and  his  unoccupied  hand 
wildly  waving  in  air,  he  looked  like  an  under- 
sized maniac.  There  was  no  room  in  Ralph 
for  envy,  however.  "  Evidently,"  he  thought, 
"  I  'm  not  the  only  Cruger  who  has  learned  how 
to  ride."  So,  in  imitation  of  Harry's  former 
salute,  he  turned  in  the  saddle  and  called 
cheerily  to  his  little  brother,  "  Good  boy!" 
Don  did  not  hear  him  nor  see  him.  His  whole 
soul  was  in  the  chase. 

Suddenly,  with  no  lightening  of  the  air  ahead, 
they  dashed  out  of  the  chaparral  to  an  open 
plain  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile  across.  A 
dried  arroyo-bed  ran  through  its  middle,  and  on 
its  farther  side  was  a  range  of  low  bare  hills. 

The  quarry  was  in  plain  view,  still  fifty  yards 
ahead  of  the  pack,  and  going  like  a  deer.  The 
yelping  of  the  dogs  had  changed  to  a  wolfish 
snarling,  coming  from  deep  in  their  throats. 
Perhaps  they  had  the  memory  of  kindred  to 
avenge.  The  big  yellow  leader,  his  black  muzzle 
stretched  far  out  and  his  tail  like  an  iron  bar, 
sailed  straight  on  as  mute  as  an  Indian,  The 
javalina  dashed  into  the  creek-bed,  and  was  up 
again.     The  dogs  followed  him  without  losing 
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a  yard.  The  horses,  rising  into  the  air,  cleared 
it  at  a  bound.  To  Ralph  and  Donald  came  a 
sense  of  exultation  as  they  were  thus  hoisted 
into  space  and  for  a  moment  could  not  hear 
the  incessant  roll  of  the  hoofs  under  them. 

On  the  far  side  of  the  stony  little  plain  the 
boar  turned  at  bay.  His  innate  ferocity  would 
not  permit  him  to  go  another  foot.  He  had 
chosen  his  spot  well.  At  his  back  the  hill, 
scarped  by  floods,  rose  straight  as  a  wall  and 
twenty  feet  above  his  head.  Its  sides  came  a 
little  way  toward  his  front,  for  the  wall  had 
been,  in  a  measure,  tunneled  by  the  rains,  form- 
ing a  shallow  recess.  Into  this  recess,  not  more 
than  a  yard  deep,  he  had  dashed  and  wheeled. 
He  had  just  time  to  brace  himself  for  the  shock 
when  the  pack  streamed  upon  him.  The  yel- 
low dog  was  first,  and  leaped  for  the  nose-hold. 
The  javalina  raised  its  snout  slightly,  its  two 
tusks  caught  its  foeman  squarely  in  the  stom- 
ach, there  was  a  rapid  shifting  of  the  head  from 
left  to  right,  from  right  to  left,  and  the  dog  fell 
six  feet  away,  gashed  in  three  places,  useless 
and  bleeding,  cast  aside  like  so  much  rubbish. 
He  was  dead  almost  before  he  touched  earth. 
The  others  fell  upon  the  boar,  however,  in  mass. 
Not  a  yelp  came  from  them,  not  a  bark,  not  a 
growl.  They  only  sank  in  their  fangs  and  en- 
deavored to  bear  him  to  the  ground.  Such  was 
his  giant  strength  that  thrice  he  rose  under  them, 
once  standing  upon  his  hind  legs.  Again  he 
shook  them  off,  and  as  they  rushed  in  once 
more,  the  gleaming  tusks  played  to  and  fro  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning.  For  every  movement 
there  was  a  gash ;  but  they  were  game,  though 
mongrels,  and  they  covered  him  as  a  blanket. 
Slowly  the  javelina  yielded  under  the  weight 
and  the  weakness  caused  by  his  wounds.  One 
big  brindled  warrior  worked  its  way  behind  him 
and  grasped  him  by  the  haunch.  Another 
worked  its  head  below  the  gleaming  simitars 
of  his  jaws  and  clenched  him  by  the  throat. 
A  hoarse  screaming  call  came  from  him.  Then 
he  toppled  over  on  his  side,  endeavored  feebly 
to  rise,  and  lay  still,  his  small  eyes  defiant  even 
in  death. 

Harry  sprang  from  his  horse,  and  the  bro- 
thers followed  him.  The  dogs  were  wild  with 
rage,  but  a  few  strokes  of  the  whips  quieted 
them.     Not  one  of  them  was  untouched.     One 
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of  them,  undersized  but  highly  courageous,  was 
badly  ripped  along  the  side.  Harry  placed  it 
across  his  horse  and  tied  it  behind  the  saddle. 
It  was  taken  to  the  ranch  and  nursed  back  to 
vigor. 

When  they  had  examined  the  dead  boar,  and 
marveled  at  his  strengtli  and  courage,  Harry 
said  : 

"If  you  have  your  hunting-knives  I  want  you 
to  help  me.  I  am  going  to  bury  the  yellow  dog 
where  he  fell.  He  was  too  brave  to  be  left  to 
the  coyotes." 

So  they  dug  his  grave  in  the  rocky  soil, 
just  at  the  entrance  of  the  recess  in  which  the 
great  fight  was  fought.  They  piled  a  mound 
of  rocks  above  it,  and  as  they  rode  away 
Donald  looked  back  at  it  with  a  mist  in 
his  eyes.  He  made  a  good  deal  of  noise  now 
and  then,  but  there  was  a  tender  heart  and  a 
strong  streak  of  sentiment  in  Don. 

Chapter  VIII. 

COOD-BV   TO   THE    RANXH  OF    THE    "CIRCLE   R." 

"EEKS,  in  that  almost 
perfect  Southern 
clime,  flew  by  on 
silver  wings.  Each 
day  was  marked 
by  some  new  expe- 
rience, some  new 
thing  learned,  some 
step  forward  toward 
manliness  and  self- 
reliance  and  self- 
'i^  control,  frankness 
and  truth.  Ralph, 
under  the  tutelage  of  Harry's  constant  example, 
had  learned  not  only  to  stick  in  the  saddle  as 
if  born  there,  to  hurl  the  lariat  with  some  sure- 
ness  of  ensnaring  his  target,  to  ride  all  day  with- 
out appreciable  fatigue  at  night,  to  estimate 
the  profits  to  be  expected  from  horses,  cattle, 
sheep,  and  goats,  but  to  know  that  a  quick  hand 
and  ready  brain  and  fearlessness  were  things  of 
steady  value,  and  to  have  driven  into  him,  so 
deeply  that  they  were  never  uprooted,  the  old, 
old  lessons  that  success  comes  only  through  re- 
peated failure,  and  that  he  is  thrice  brave  and 
thrice  a  conqueror  who  conquers  self.     He  had 


good  stuflf  in  him,  this  boy,  and  the  semi-rough 
life  brought  it  out.  He  was  thrown  from  the 
saddle  and  badly  jarred,  but  he  arose  with 
tight-shut  lips  and  not  a  murmur  of  complaint. 
He  suffered  thirst  on  long  journeys  through 
arid  portions  of  tlie  land,  and  found  that  queru- 
lous words  did  not  bring  him  any  the  nearer  to 
water.  His  hands  and  face  were  gashed  by 
thorns ;  there  were  times  when  every  bone  in 
him  ached  from  prolonged  exertion  ;  he  suffered 
the  pangs  which  come  to  every  inexperienced 
person  in  a  hard  country :  but  he  had  never 
been  so  happy  in  his  life. 

Donald,  shepherded  by  Juan,  lived  in  the 
chaparral  about  the  house.  He  trapped  blue 
quails,  examined  them  tenderly,  and  let  them 
go,  for  Harry  had  said  that  to  imprison  and 
then  murder  them  was  ungcntlemanly.  He 
came  to  know  the  sharply  marked  trail  of  the 
leopard-cat,  the  broader  indentations  made  by 
the  gray  bobtail,  the  gashes  of  the  rabbit's 
tooth  on  the  younger  shrubs,  the  destructive 
work  of  the  peccaries,  the  curious  circular 
depressions  of  rattlesnake  coils  in  sandy  spots ; 
to  watch  the  little  shrikes,  or  "  butcher-birds," 
slaying  other  birds,  and  impaling  the  bodies  on 
thorns;  to  note  the  differences  between  the 
calls  of  a  dozen  songsters  and  the  imitations  of 
them  given  by  the  mocking-bird  ;  to  tap  and 
drink  with  relish  the  clear  warm  water  in  the 
veins  of  the  maguey  plant ;  and  to  do  a  hundred 
other  things  so  foreign  to  his  Northern  life  that 
he  sometimes  doubted  he  was  the  same  boy. 

Through  it  all  the  brothers  continued  to  grow, 
mentally  and  physically.  Red  came  into  their 
tanned  cheeks,  their  chests  stuck  out,  and  they 
"  trod  like  a  buck  in  spring." 

Thechange  of  the  season  was  strange  to  them. 
Here  was  no  snow  to  melt,  no  ice  to  grind 
and  rend  and  crash  its  way  out  of  the  choked 
rivers,  no  late  and  treacherous  winds  of  chill 
rushing  from  the  east.  They  marked  the  com- 
ing of  the  hot  months  only  by  the  increasing 
green  of  the  [)rairies,  the  steadily  mounting 
temperature,  and  the  departure  of  some  familiar 
birds  for  the  North.  The  places  of  these  were 
taken  by  other  fliers  which  came  up  from  the 
coast-lands  of  Mexico,  and  they  were  of  a 
plumage  to  make  the  eyes  ache.  They  knew, 
however,  that  all  things  must  end,  and  so  they 
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were  not  surprised,  one  day,  to  hear  their  aunt 
say: 

"  Boys,  I  have  heard  from  your  mother,  and 
she  has  been  very  lonely  without  you.  She  is 
asking  for  your  return.  It  was  generous  of  her 
to  lend  you  to  me,  and  she  held  her  own  pain 
as  nothing  when  weighed  against  your  health. 
But  now  she  wants  her  own  again.  You  have 
been  happy  here?  " 

Harry  looked  grave. 

"  So  happy,  aunty,"  said  Donald,  impulsively 
clasping  his  hands,  "  that  we  can't  begin  to  tell 
you  how  happy." 

Ralph  walked  across  the  room,  put  both  arms 
about  her,  and  hugged  her  without  speaking. 

"You  must  see  the  sheep-shearing,"  Mrs. 
Downing  went  on,  her  fingers  playing  with 
Ralph's  brown  hair.  "  It  begins  to-day.  And 
then  I  must  bid  you  good-by." 

Are  the  Crugers  to  be  blamed  that  they  felt 
this  as  a  sort  of  reprieve?  They  loved  their  mo- 
ther truly,  and  they  loved  their  old  home  in  the 
city ;  but  they  were  only  boys,  after  all,  and  for 
the  first  time  in  their  young  lives  they  had  drunk 
deeply  of  the  sweet  waters  of  utter  freedom. 
The  sheep-feature  of  the  ranch  life  was  some- 
thing of  which  they  had  seen  little.  Some  of 
the  animals  were  kept  in  a  corral  near  the 
house,  but  solely  for  food  purposes ;  nor  had 
they  encountered  many  of  them  in  their  excur- 
sions, because  the  sheep-ranges  were  distinct 
from  the  cattle-ranges,  and  lay  along  the  Rio 
Grande.  That  evening,  near  sunset,  they  saw 
a  large  body  of  objects  coming  over  the  hill  to 
the  eastward,  and  in  a  half-hour  a  drove  of  a 
thousand  sheep  had  reached  the  ranch  and 
been  penned  in  corrals  already  prepared.  This 
flock— it  was  never  called  "  herd  " — was  driven 
by  a  wild-looking  Mexican  on  foot.  His  bag- 
gage consisted  wholly  of  one  blanket  and  a  two- 
quart  canteen  for  water.  He  had  left  his  camp 
on  the  day  before,  and  would  return  to  it  when 
his  sheep  were  sheared.  He  was  assisted  by  a 
dog,  apparently  the  more  intelligent  of  the  two. 
Harry  told  his  cousins  that  this  man  was  a 
sample  of  the  class  of  pastores,  or  shepherds. 
They  lived  lonely  lives,  seeing  the  ranch  only 
in  spring  and  early  fall.  Sometimes  they  almost 
lost  the  power  of  speech.  They  had  no  homes, 
nor  wives  and  children.     They  became  so  used 
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to  their  strange  existence  that  they  preferred  it 
to  all  others.  A  man  who  had  been  a  shepherd 
for  a  year  or  two  could  not  often  be  induced  to 
do  any  other  kind  of  work.  Companionship 
was  distasteful  to  them.  If  lomhrise,  or  a 
similar  disease,  got  among  the  sheep  they  came 
in  and  reported  it,  but  otherwise  they  continued 
their  vocations  in  silence  and  alone.  A  "  flock- 
master"  drove  from  flock  to  flock,  and  carried 
provisions,  receiving  at  the  same  time  accounts 
of  losses,  increases,  and  general  conditions. 
Their  wages  were  six  dollars  a  month  and  a 
bushel  of  meal.  With  each  flock  some  goats 
were  kept,  as  a  protection  against  wolves.  The 
men  lived  on  corn-bread,  goat's  milk  and  flesh, 
and  such  birds  and  small  animals  as  they  could 
ensnare. 

Rising  at  daylight,  as  was  their  custom, 
Ralph  and  Donald  found  that  other  flocks  had 
come  in  during  the  night.  Altogether  not 
short  of  three  thousand  head  were  in  the  pens. 
These  pens  had  been  built  close  to  the  arroyo, 
and  near  by  was  a  long,  hastily  constructed 
shed  with  a  rough  wooden  floor,  intended  for 
the  use  of  the  shearers.  The  boys  asked  if  the 
cow-hands  were  to  do  the  work,  and  Harry 
laughed. 

"A  vaquero,"  he  said,  "a  horseman  with 
red  sash,  spurs,  chaparejos,  six-shooter,  and 
silver-trimmed  hat,  would  consider  himself  to 
be  eternally  disgraced  if  he  touched  a  live 
sheep  in  the  way  of  labor.  His  acquaintance 
with  a  sheep  is  confined  to  eating  it,  which  he 
is  not  too  proud  to  do.  No,  the  vaqueros  will 
not  shear.  They  will  not  even  watch  the 
shearing.     They  have  gone  to  their  ranges." 

Walking  among  the  jacals,  the  boys  found 
that  every  man  was  absent. 

"  'Ow,  Seiior  Don,"  said  Juan,  in  response  to 
further  questions,  "  yo'  expec'  mi  padre  soil  ees 
'ands  wit'  grease?     Hit  ees  not  so." 

The  family  were  seated  at  the  dinner-table 
when  a  noise  of  a  droning  chant  came  to  them. 
They  went  to  the  veranda,  and  saw  a  troop  of 
some  twenty  Mexicans  who  were  approaching 
the  house. 

They  were  swarthy,  powerful  fellows,  with 
sleeves  rolled  to  their  elbows,  and  a  mixture  of 
blankets  and  cooking-utensils  strapped  to  their 
backs.     They  were    singing,  in   a  long-drawn 
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nasal  manner,  a  song  to  the  effect  that  the 
\vt)rk-time  was  at  hand,  the  time  of  labor  and 
prosperity,  and  after  it  would  come  the  dance 
with  black-eyed  girls  to  the  music  of  fiddles  and 
guitars. 

"These,"  said  Harry,  "are  the  shearers. 
They  come  from  Mexico  at  this  time  of  year, 
and  go  about  the  country  in  bands,  taking  con- 
tracts from  the  ranchmen." 

Their  leader,  a  tall,  graceful  fellow,  stepped 
forward,  bowed  with  an  exaggeration  of  polite- 
ness, said  "  Buenos  dias  "  to  each  in  turn,  and 
inquired  where  he  might  have  the  favor  and 
the  great  pleasure  to  find  the  sheep. 

Replying  to  him  as  "  Sefior  Capitano,"  or 
Mr.  Captain,  Harry  told  him  the  sheep  were 
corraled  by  the  arroyo,  and  pointed  the  way. 
With  another  profound  bow,  el  Capitano  turned 
to  his  men,  gave  some  sort  of  order,  and  they 
marched  off.  Donald  followed  them  instantly, 
and  was  surprised  by  the  rapidity  with  which 
they  made  camp.  They  tossed  their  blankets 
and  cooking-things  to  the  ground,  threw  some 
sticks  together,  started  a  fire,  and  in  five  min- 
utes coffee  was  bubbling  merrily  in  a  dozen 
pots.  Out  of  their  blankets  came  bread,  meat, 
and  tin  cups.  In  the  center  of  each  roll  were 
three  pairs  of  shining  shears,  ground  to  razor 
keenness.  They  invited  him  warmly  to  partake, 
and  as  the  cold  mutton  looked  savory,  and  the 
bread  had  been  baked  in  frying-pans,  and  the 
coffee  was  jet-black,  he  sat  himself  down  and 
began.  Harry  and  Ralph,  having  finished  their 
dinners  in  a  civilized  manner,  found  him  ear- 
nestly gorging  himself  and  listening  gravely  to 
the  chatter  around  him,  of  which  he  compre- 
hended one  word  in  ten. 

The  rude  meal  ended,  the  captain  looked  at 
Harry,  who  nodded  and  indicated  the  nearest 
pen  with  a  wave  of  the  hand.  A  signal  was 
given,  and  the  slothful  men  were  changed  at 
once  into  machines  of  feverish  activity.  They 
grasped  their  shears,  bounded  over  the  corral 
fence,  and  five  seconds  later  were  crowding  into 
the  shed,  each  bearing  a  struggling  sheep  in  his 
arms.  Each  dumped  his  burden  upon  the  floor 
without  ceremony,  knelt  by  it,  and  the  sharp 
steel  began  to  click.  The  animals  were  not 
tied.  As  they  struck  the  flooring  and  felt  a 
hand  pressing  upon  their  heads  they  became 


quiescent,  only  their  heaving  sides  showing  their 
terror.  These  were  "graded"  sheep;  that  is, 
they  were  a  mixture  of  the  native  strains  and 
merinos  imported  from  Vermont.  The  wool 
upon  each  of  them  would  average  four  pounds 
weight.  It  was  astonishing  to  the  Cruger 
boys  to  note  the  swiftness  of  the  work.  The 
fleeces  came  off  in  solid  blankets.  As  they  fell 
from  the  bodies  they  were  rolled,  tied  with  cord, 
and  cast  aside.  The  shorn  sheep  struggled  to 
its  feet  and  ran  out  at  the  other  end  of  the  shed, 
where  it  stood  for  a  while  disconsolate,  then 
began  to  crop  the  green  grass  on  the  creek-bank. 

Many  of  them  showed  crimson  marks  where 
the  eager  steel  had  nipped  them,  but  they  did 
not  seem  to  suffer  at  all.  The  twenty  men 
accounted  for  two  hundred  sheep  an  hour, 
averaging  ten  apiece.  There  was  much  rivalry 
among  them,  and  not  a  little  chaff.  A  chorus 
of  "  Aya!  Aya!"  arose  when  a  man,  plunging 
into  the  pen,  missed  his  hold.  El  Capitano  was 
especially  remarkable  for  his  speed  and  accu- 
racy, and  Harry  said  that  he  had  been  elected 
leader  on  that  account. 

They  worked  until  sunset,  maintaining  the 
same  high-pressure  speed,  and  when  they  quit 
more  than  a  thousand  fleeces  were  piled  high 
in  the  shed.  They  were  furnished  with  fresh 
mutton  for  supper,  and  after  they  had  eaten, 
every  man  of  them  rolled  a  corn-shuck  cigarito, 
lit  it,  squatted  about  the  small  fire,  and  began 
to  sing.  Their  voices  made  pleasant  harmony. 
Then  Antonio  Garza,  champion  story-teller  of 
the  band,  gave  them  Mexican  folklore  tales 
until  bedtime,  Harry  translating  smoothly  and 
rapidly  for  his  cousins.  Ralph  had  thoughts 
of  writing  these  stories  for  the  benefit  of  city 
companions,  but  found  that  he  had  forgotten 
them  in  the  morning.  However,  he  heard 
many  others  while  the  shearers  were  with  them, 
and  some  of  them  he  remembered.  One  in 
especial  was  dear  to  him.  It  was  about  a 
wonderfully  speedy  "  paint-horse "  of  seven 
colors — black,  white,  bay,  gray,  sorrel,  roan, 
and  blue — which  belonged  to  a  handsome 
young  chieftain  who  finally  married  a  very 
beautiful  young  lady. 

On  the  second  day  of  the  shearing,  Harry  in- 
vited his  cousins  to  try  their  hands  at  the  work. 
"Get  off  two   fleeces,"  he  said,  "take  them 
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home  with  you,  and  have  them  woven.  You 
can  then  say  that  you  wear  clothing  made  of 
wool  shorn  with  your  own  shears." 

That  struck  them  as  an  excellent  idea.  They 
leaped  into  the  pen,  and,  after  a  wrestle,  came 
out  with  a  sheep  each.  In  half  an  hour  they 
had  severed  the  fleeces  and  some  bits  of  skin 
with  them.  It  was  fun.  The  small  bundles 
were  wrapped  in  paper  and  marked  with  their 
names.  They  found,  on  sending  them  to 
Massachusetts  mills,  that  the  wool  was  suffi- 
cient to  provide  them  with  two  heavy  suits  of 
underclothes.  Two  other  flocks  came  in  from 
the  river  ranges,  making  more  than  five  thousand 
head  sheared  in  all.  Three  days  were  required 
for  the  work.  Then  el  CapUano  and  his  infantry 
went  away,  seeking  fresh  flocks  to  conquer. 

The  boys  assisted  in  "  dipping "  the  shorn 
flocks.  In  an  outhouse  was  a  vat  ten  feet  long, 
five  feet  wide,  and  six  feet  deep.  It  was  filled 
with  a  strong  decoction  of  tobacco-leaves  and 
chemicals,  steaming  hot.  An  inclined  chute 
led  into  it  from  a  large  pen.  At  its  far  end 
a  platform  sloped  down,  and  this  platform  led, 
in  turn,  to  the  open  range.  For  half  a  day  the 
sheep  were  forced  by  twos  and  threes  into  the 
chute,  and  so  into  the  vat.  Once  in,  they 
were  obliged  to  swim  through.  They  emerged 
badly  frightened  and  a  bilious  yellow  from 
backs  to  hoofs.  This  was  to  prevent  "scab," 
and  it  was  effectual.  It  was  fun  also,  and 
Donald  distinguished  himself  by  falling  in, 
ruining  his  clothing,  but  luckily  keeping  his 
eyes  tightly  shut.  The  worst  feature  of  it  was 
tJiat  for  some  time  afterward  he  had  to  bear  in 


silence  Ralph's  many  references  to  the  fact  that 
Donald  was  now  surely  "  germ-proof." 

Early  in  April  their  visit  came  to  an  end, 
Mrs.  Downing  kissed  them  repeatedly  and 
tearfully,  and  sent  a  hundred  loving  messages 
to  her  sister.  Their  faces  were  pale  and  grave. 
They  had  told  their  horses  good-by  the  night 
before,  and  Donald  had  broken  down  com- 
pletely. All  of  the  cow-hands  and  Jocosa  and 
her  maidens  gathered  to  see  them  depart  and 
ask  in  their  liquid  patois  that  the  good  God 
would  bless  them  with  a  safe  and  speedy  jour- 
ney. At  the  last  moment  Juan  broke  from  his 
mother's  side,  and,  rushing  up,  begged  with 
wonderful  fluency  that  he  might  be  taken  along. 
Harry,  with  a  smile,  picked  him  up  and  tossed 
him  into  the  wagon. 

At  noon  next  day  they  stood  upon  the  little 
platform  at  Cotulla.  They  could  see  the  loco- 
motive smoke  above  the  tender  green  of  the 
mesquits,  and  in  a  little  while  it  snorted  to  a 
standstill.  It  was  a  one-minute  stop,  and  the 
brothers  clambered  on  board.  The  three  cou- 
sins shook  hands  convulsively  through  a  win- 
dow. Down  Juan's  cheeks  tears  were  rolling. 
Donald  reached  out  and  threw  an  arm  about 
his  neck.  For  a  moment  the  black  and  brown 
heads  touched. 

"  Senor  Don!  Senor  Don!"  the  little  fel- 
low sobbed. 

The  scream  of  the  whistle  wavered  on  the 
soft  air,  there  was  a  grind  of  wheels,  and  the 
youth  and  the  child  on  the  platform  looked  at 
each  other  sadly  as  the  train  moved  away. 
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ye;  I  am  a  ruined  man.  You  must  know  that 
I  have  no  heart  for  jesting." 

But  the  Governor  of  Maryland  sat  with  \\\^ 
hands  on  his  knees,  chuckUng  audibl\'  to  him- 
self, as  if  he  had  penned  up  a  joke  in  a  hole 
and,  like  a  lad  with  a  woodchuck,  was  minded 
to  poke  it  a  bit. 

"  No  heart  for  jesting,  eh  ?  "  said  he.  "  Well, 
went   the    now,  I  would  n't,  either,  if  I  were  you." 

"  Master  Calvert,"  retorted  Van   Sweringen, 
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the  govf.rnor  has  his  joke. 

Bang,  bang,  bang  I  went  the  brazen  knocker. 
"  What,  ho !  the  house,"  cried  the  jolly  voice. 
"  Don't   keep   me   kicking   my  heels  here  all 
night  I "     And    bang,    bang,    bang 
knocker  again. 

Van   Sweringen   arose  and   threw   the   door  sharply,  "  I  am  not  in  a  humorous  mood  thih 

wide.     "  Who  is   here,"  he  asked,  "  and  what  night." 

is  wanted  ?  "  Master  Calvert  looked  at  him,  still  smiling. 

"  I  want  to  see,"  was  the  response,  "  and  I  "  Well,  I    trow  that    I    should   not  be,  either, 

can't  see  in  the  dark."     There  was  no  mistaking  Broken  flat  ?  not  a  stuiver  left  ?    Well,  upon  my 

that  frank,  blithe  voice:  it  was  the  Governor  of  word  of  honor!  "     And  rubbing  his  cliin  with 

Maryland.  his  fingers,  he  smiled  quizzically  at  Van  Swer- 

Van   Sweringen  lighted   a  candle,  and  mo-  ingen. 

tioned   his  inopportune   guest  to  a  seat.     He  "  Master  Calvert,"  cried  Van  Sweringen,  "  be 

would   not    forego   his    courtesy,   although    his  careful  1     This  passeth  the  limits  of  reason." 

heart  was  broken  in  twain.  "  No  doubt,"  replied  the  Governor  of  Mary- 

"  Why,    man,"    cried    Master   Calvert,    who  land.     "  Ye  have  had  reasons  enough  and  to 

seemed  to  be  in  a  gale  of  humor,  "  what  pos-  spare.     Sure,  I  think  )e  might  welcome  a  little 

sesses  ye  ?     You  're  as  glum  as  a  cellar  of  sour  folly." 

beer.     Why,   faith,    Bermuda    blue   would   be  "  Beware,  sir ;  this  exceedeth  folly ;  this  goeth 

scarlet  beside  ye  ;  you  're  as  melancholy  as  a  beyond  a  jest." 

Lincolnshire  bagpijjer !  "  "  Indeed  it  does,"  smiled  Master  Calvert ;  "  it 

"Is  it  so?"  said  Van  Sweringen.     "Then  I  smacks  of  the  very  earnest.     Litde  I  thought, 

have  lost  my  courtesy.     I  pray  ye  will  excuse  the  last  time  we  met,  that  I   should  ever  have 

me  a  little ;  I  am  a  ruined  man."  thee  on  the  hip  like  this  !  " 

"Is  it  true,  then?"  rejoined  the  Governor.  Van  Sweringen  arose  and  strode  across  the 

"  Well,  I  had  heard  as  much ;  but  men  lie  so,  floor.      "  Master  Calvert,"  he  said,  "  dost  think 

one   cannot    tell    what    to    believe.     Ruined?  this   a    gentleman's    doing,    to    hunt    a    man 

Well,  on  my  word,  man,  that 's  a  merry  jest !  "  home  to    his  wife,   and  with   smiling   face  to 

"  A  jest  ?  "  said  Van  Sweringen.     "  Bethink  mock  him  with  his  misfortunes  ?  " 
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lUit  Master  Charles  Calvert  looked  gravely 
up  at  his  ([uivering  f;\ce.  "  Tut,  mynheer !  let 
me  have  out  my  jest  I  "  said  he.  "  Sure,  ye  liad 
the  joke  on  myself  the  last  time  we  were  met 
together.  Co,  sit  ye  down  and  hold  your 
peace,  and  let  mc  have  my  joke  out.  It  will 
eost  ye  less  than  yours  cost  me :  1  shall  carry 
vour  jest  in  my  side  to  the  grave."  Then, 
all  at  once,  as  he  looked  up,  his  eyes  tilled 
with  tears.  -Dear  friend  I  "  said  he,  "do  I 
look  like  a  man  who  is  seeking  a  (luarrel  ?  or 
as  one  who  hath  come  to  crow  and  lo  triumph 
over  ye  ?  Don't  make  me  weep  for  the  trouble 
you  're  in ;  my  heart  has  been  aching  for  you 
all  enough  already  I  There,  now,  I  must  be 
mopping  like  aschoohboy!"  He  dashed  the 
tears  from  his  eyes  with  his  hand,  and  when  he 
looked  up  at  Van  Sweringen  his  smile  would 
have  melted  a  heart  of  adamant.  "  God  keep 
us  all !  "  said  he,  with  a  trembling  voice.  "  Do 
ve  think  me  one  to  throw  away  friends  for  the 
(juirk  of  a  silly  humor?  Bob  Carr  is  a  low 
scoundrel  ;  I  have  just  told  him  so  to  his  thiev- 
ing face.  Let  me  make  good  the  wrongs  he 
has  clone.  Come  down  to  Maryland,  Van 
Swerrington,  you  and  all  that  are  yours.  Sure, 
1  mean  exactly  what  I  say  :  pack  up  what  little 
we  have  left  ye,  and  come  to  Maryland.  I 
have  a  sheriffs  office  there  that  cries  for  ye 
to  come  fill  it.  There  's  pretty  posies  hang- 
ing their  heads  m  rows  for  the  little  lass  to 
come  pick  them.  Mistress  Van  Swerrington." 
he  said,  with  a  sorry  laugh  and  half  a  choke, 
■'prevail  with  me  against  this  dear,  honest  tool 
of  thine  I  " 

Wan  Sweringen  had  gone  to  the  fireside  and 
sat  down  again  in  his  chair.  He  now  arose, 
and  turning,  said  simply  :  "  My  indeed  true 
friend,  I  thank  thee  from  the  depths  of  my 
heart." 

His  face  was  composed,  but  his  voice  was 
shaking. 

'■  I  will  ttike  you  at  your  wcjrd,"  he  continued; 
'•  I  will  come  to  Maryland." 

'■  Why,  we  all  shall  be  as  happy  as  bees  in  a 
hive !  "  cried  the  Governor,  looking  out  over 
the  candle  with  a  genial,  boyish  smile.  Then. 
drop])ing  his  bantering  manner,  he  said  m  a 
businesslike  voice :  "  You  shall  have  the  sher- 
iff's office,  its  fees  and  prerogatives;  you  can 


also  take  up  a  thousand  acres  of  land  at  twenty 
shilling  the  year ;  ye  may  believe  as  ye  i)lease, 
and  say  what  ye  will,  so  that  ye  l)e  Christian 
and  speak  no  treasons  ;  and  if  you  will  but  teac  h 
us  to  keep  our  own  laws  as  you  have  kept  those 
of  the  Dutch,  you  will  confer  a  precious  fa\or 
on  the  next  Lord  IJaltimore." 

Hut  a  troubled  hjok  had  come  upon  M\n- 
heer  Van  Sweringen's  new-lit  face.  He  looked 
about  the  room,  searching. 

"  Master  Calvert,"  he  said  earnest!}-,  ••  there 
is  a  lad  here  to  whom  I  am  deeply  beholden,  I 
and  all  of  us,  for  my  life.  Him  ye  must  accept 
with  the  rest  of  us,  or  we  can  come  to  no 
bargain." 

"  Oh,  father,"  cried  our  poor  Dorothy,  '•  they 
have  taken  him  !  " 

"  Taken  him  ?  "  exclaimed  Van  Sweringen. 
"  Who  hath  taken  our  boy  ?  " 

•'  The  law  hath  taken  him,  father,  that  he 
should  be  tried  before  the  Governor.  A  shijj's 
captain,  a  terrible  villain,  has  claimed  him  for 
his  apprentice !  " 

Van  Sweringen  turned  with  conscience- 
stricken  face. 

"  Forgive  me  for  my  trespasses,  as  I  have  not 
forgiven  those  who  have  trespassed  in  the  least 
against  me !  The  villains  had  never  known 
the  lad  was  here  had  I  not  used  him  as  a 
sacrifice  to  save  a  cause  which  was  already 
lost!" 

Kut  Master  Caherl  held  up  his  hand,  and 
"Stay,  now;  not  so  fast  with  re[jroaches,"  said 
he.  "Perhaps  we  may  avoid  them.  This  boy — 
is  his  name  Master  i)arnal)y  Lee  ?  Is  it  he 
who  was  with  you  in  Maryland  ?  " 

'•  Ay,"  said  Van  Sweringen.  *'  Where  is  he.? 
What  dost  thou  know  of  him  ?  " 

"  Oh,  nothing  much,"  laughed  the  Covernor. 
"  Still,  it  may  j^rove  sufficient.  I  think  ye  need 
worry  no  more  for  him:  he  is  pretty  well  able 
to  take  care  of  himself,  and,  1  trow,  to  take  care 
of  some  others  also.  I  have  just  left  him  hob- 
nobbing over  a  green  bag  full  of  reel-sealed 
warrants,  in  a  ([uiet  room  at  my  tavern,  with 
Master  Simeon  Drew,  his  lawyer.  The  lad  has 
fallen  heir  to  a  fine  estate  of  .six  thousand  pound 
sterling  the  year,  and  therefore  he  sails  with  me 
for  Maryland,  as  soon  as  we  may  be  out  of 
port,  to  enter  into  possession  of  his  rich  estate." 
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It  was  a  crisp  October  morning  on  which 
Bamaby  Lee  and  Master  Simeon  Drew  set  out 
from  St.  Mary's  town  across  tlie  ferry  to  invest 
the  heir  to  a  fair  domain.  The  sheep-bells  tin- 
kled on  the  hills.  Everything  was  sharp  and 
fresh.  The  haze  of  Sep- 
tember was  gone  from 
the  hills;  clearings,  mea- 
dows, tobacco-lands  lay 
clear  and  fair.  Here 
and  there  a  quiet  cow, 
cheerfully  spotted  red 
and  white,  cropped  at 
l)eace  in  the  meadows. 
Here  and  there  along 
the  way  heavy  oxen 
passetl  them,  swaying 
down  from  the  uplands 
with  long-shafted  trun- 
dles of  leaf-tobacco. 
The  roadway  wound 
among  the  hills;  the 
forests  were  meshed 
with  bridle-paths,  and 
were  full  of  the  sound 
of  distant  voices. 

"It  is  a  fair  land," 
said  Simeon  Drew,  "  a 
fair  land  indeed;  a  gar- 
den-spot on  the  earth's 
face.  You  yourself,  Mas- 
ter Lee,  are  heir  to  a 
lovely  place  lying  be- 
yond these  woodlands,  a 
beautiful  spot  and  a  fair 
estate.  Yet,  I  j^ray  thee, 
no  further  (]uestion  I 
You  have  been  kept 
from  a  right  inheritance 
by  ill-advised  conni- 
vance, but  restitution 
has  been  made.  There 
is  a  house,  a  good,  substantial  house,  furnished 
from  cellar  to  ridge-pole  —  handsomely  fur- 
nished. Master  Lee;  I  would  have  ye  make  a 
note  of  that.  There  are  stables  and  barns,  bins, 
forge,  and  a  paddock;  horses,  sheep,  swine,  cat- 
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lie,  goats ;  and  efticient  service,  thougli  1  liave 
sent  the  underlings  packing  into  parts  that 
knew  not  Joseph;  and  there  is  a  capital  factor 
and  overseer  already  in  charge.  This  is  in  jjart 
compensation,  if  there  can  be  any  compensation, 
for  the  wrongs  you  have  endured,  and  not  as 
restitution.  The  original  lands  were  as  wild  as 
a    fox,   and    as   bare    of  tillage  as  this   wood. 
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the  wrongs  he  has  done,'  said  governor  calvert." 
(see  page  531.) 

They  were  taken  in  misapprehension  by  one 
whose  name  shall  nevermore  appear  in  connec- 
tion with  them.  Ask  no  further,  but  forget;  it 
will  be  much  better  forgotten.  If  you  be 
pleased    to   retain   me    after   thinking  of  this, 
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Master  Lee,  I  shall  ever  be  pleased  to  serve 
ye." 

'■  1  do  please  to  retain  ye,  sir,"  answered 
Barnaby,  with  much  feelinj;.  "  Ve  have  been 
mightily  kind  to  me." 

"  To  be  sure  I  have,"  saiil  Master  Drew  ;  '■  I 
was  paid  for  being  kind.  Why  should  I  not  be 
kind  to  you  when  1  was  well  paid  for  it  ?  " 

••  \'ery  well,  sir,"  .said  Barnaby.  "  1  will  sa\"e 
mv  thanks,  then,  and  when  I  am  old  I  shall 
tell  \e  them  again.  Ye  have  been  uncommonly 
good  to  me  and  I  shall  not  forget  it.  It  is 
good  to  be  grateful,  and  not  to  forget  those 
who  were  kind  to  you  when  you  were  only  a 
wandering,  poor  boy ;  and,  sir,  I  am  not  a- 
going  to  forget  any  one  who  has  ever  been 
kind  to  me." 

"There  is  little  profit  in  gratitude,  lad," 
said  Drew,  with  a  (juiet  smile. 

"  My  father  said  that  profits  were  the  check- 
ers of  Old  Nick." 

"  Then  the  earth  is  Old  Nick's  checker-board, 
and  the  whole  world  's  playing  a  sooty  game  ! 
Are  ye  sure  that  your  father  is  dead,  Master 
Lee  ?"  asked  the  lawyer,  soberly. 

"  Sir,  I  saw  him  fall  on  his  face,  and  heard 
the  murdering  pistols  shooting.  Do  not  speak 
any  more  of  it,  Master  Drew^ ;  I  can  hardly  bear 
to  think  of  it  I  "  With  that,  Barnaby,  choking, 
spurred  on. 

Over  a  hill  they  came  galloping  suddenly 
into  the  open.  Before  them  stretched  a  jnop- 
erty  beautiful  and  broad,  on  the  southward 
slope  of  a  green  hill,  by  a  wood  of  dark,  tall 
pine-trees :  a  broad,  strong  barn  of  Flemish 
brick,  a  paddock,  a  forge,  then  the  great  house 
itself,  standing  up  against  the  wood  like  a  castle 
on  a  hill. 

Beyond  the  house  the  plantations  ran  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  see  :  maize-land,  tobacco,  and 
wheat-fields;  and  many  streams  in  the  meadow- 
lands  ;  nut-woods  and  a  wild-rice  fen ;  it  was 
in  truth  a  fair  estate.  The  house  at  the  top 
of  the  hill  was  tall,  with  a  gallery  running 
between  its  wings,  and  many  crisscross-timbered 
gables,  green  with  ivy  to  their  ridge-poles.  The 
chimneys,  over  which  the  ivy  had  grown,  looked 
like  so  many  needle-towers  upon  a  castle  of 
green.  The  front  of  the  house  and  the  portico, 
where  it    showed  among    the    elm-trees,    were 


garlanded  with  Virginia  creeper,  flaming  red 
with  the  autumti  frosts;  and  here  and  there 
a  little  window,  hung  with  a  snow-while  linen 
curtain,  s])arkled  and  peeped  like  a  twinkling 
e)e  through  the  overhanging  vines. 

About  the  rear  of  the  house  was  an  orchard 
of  ajiple,  and  pear,  and  cherry  trees,  with  a  broad 
garden  of  roots  and  herbs,  rosemary,  sweet 
marjoram,  sage,  and  thyme ;  nighest  the  house 
were  peach-trees.  Before  the  house  lav  a  gar- 
den, full  of  brown-leaved  shrubs  which  in  the 
summer  had  been  flowers  —  roses  of  Turkev, 
and  Persian  irises,  with  tulips  and  hyacinths  in 
rows. 

Between  the  garden  and  the  wood,  which 
stretched  on  down  to  the  shining  marshes,  lay  a 
breadth  of  lawn  shimmering  with  autumn  grass. 
Here  and  there  was  a  shade-tree  with  a  little 
bench  beneath  it.  Altogether  it  was  as  fair  a 
place  as  was  in  the  colony. 

"  Master  Drew,  is  this  all  mine  ?  "  asked 
Barnaby,  aghast. 

"  Yes,"  said  Drew,  '•  it  is." 

Chapter  XLIIL 
the  strange  riders. 

It  fell  upon  a  noonday,  perhaps  two  weeks 
thereafter,  that  Barnaby  was  taken  by  a  spell  of 
bitterest  loneliness.  There  was  no  place  he 
cared  to  stay,  no  place  he  cared  to  go ;  he 
was  restless  e\'erywhere.  The  great  house 
loomed  about  him  ;  it  seemed  greater  day  by 
day,  and  as  ghostly  as  a  vacant  inn. 

He  left  the  house,  and,  turning  out  of  the 
leaf-strewn  road,  wandered  aimlessly  down 
tlirough  the  tawny  fields  toward  the  river. 

It  was  a  lovely  day,  cool  and  bright.  A  little 
wind  was  blowing.  Somewhere  through  the 
noontide  stillness  came  a  sound  of  women's 
voices,  singing,  by  the  ri\-er,  a  Latin  hymn  to 
the  Virgin.  Their  song  came  to  him,  faint 
with  the  distance,  yet  sweet  and  clear.  A 
sloop  with  a  sail  like  ivory  was  coming  down 
the  river, ,  and  in  the  sky  two  eagles  flew 
straight  up  into  the  sun. 

Barnaby  stopped  beneath  a  little  oak.  This 
was  the  land  where  his  father  and  he  were  to 
dwell  togedier  in  peace. 

"Oh,  daddy!"  he  said,   "come  back  to  me 
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oncL"  ninif!     Tliei 
Harnal))-  Ia'c!  " 

"What?      liarnaby!"    said    a    swift    voice. 
"'  Hast  so  soon  forgotten  me?" 

He  turned,  and  there  in  the  path  behind  Iiini 
stood  Dorothy  Van  Sweringen. 

He  stared  at   her  speechlessly,  being  totally 
surprised. 

'■  Dear  lad."  she  said.  "  it  is  I  "  :  and  she  laid 
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is  nobody  left  who  cares  for     dost  please,  we  are  thy  people.      We  have  loved 

thee  ;  we  love  thee  now.  We  shall  forever  love 
thee  for  what  thou  didst  for  us ;  yea,  for  thine 
own  self  we  love  thee.  Wilt  thou  not  love  and 
care  for  us  as  w^e  love  and  care  for  thee?  Then 
we  shall  all  be  kind  together,  and  thou  shall 
never  again  be  lonely." 

She  paused  a  moment,  with  cheeks  suffused 
and  a  little  mist  in  her  bright  blue  eyes.  Yet 
still  he  did  not  look  up 
at  her  face,  but  stood 
with  his  head  hanging 
down  on  his  breast. 

"  Dear  lad,"  she  con- 
tinued, "we  have  all 
come  over  to  dine  with 
thee,  in  honor  of  thine 
heritage ;  for  thou  art 
lord  and  master  here, 
ruler  of  thine  hall.  I 
saw  thee  going  acrosS' 
the  meadow,  through 
the  wood,  antl  tlown 
the  hill :  and  so,  deai 
lad,  I  followetl  thee, 
and  am  come  to  call 
thee  home." 

Barnaby  looked  up 
when  she  was  done. 

"  How  good  ve  are 
to  me,"  he  said  ;  "  and 
how  sweet  it  is  to  see 
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her  hand  upon  his  arm.  "  We  also  have  come 
to  Maryland,  and  are  to  be  English,  too.  We 
live  across  that  little  hill  "  —  she  pointed  as  .she 
spoke.      "  Our  house  is  thy  house  ;  and,  if  thou 


vou!  "  Then  he  paused 
and  swept  one  look 
about  the  wide  autum- 
nal world  before  them : 
the  river  rolling  down 
to  the  sea,  the  hills  a- 
dream  in  crimson  splen- 
dor, the  mountains  of 
cdoud  against  the  sky 
like  alabaster  domes. 
"  The  workl  is  beauti- 
ful," he  said,  "  and  it 
hath  been  passing  kind 
to    me.      It   is   a    good 

world,  after  all,  and  so  whatever  shall  befall 

1  will  not  call  it  bad." 

So  they  started  up  the  hill,  the  bright  leaves 

falling  all  about  them  as  they  walked. 
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All  at  once  the  crows  began  to  rise  among 
the  trees  along  the  hill,  and  to  fly  away  across 
the  forest,  anil  as  the  two  conipanions  came 
ihrouuh  the  heechwood  where  the  brush  had 
been  cleared  away, 
thev  could  see  the 
hounils  running  down 
the  hill  as  if  they  were 
hunting  a  fox. 

Two  men  upon  roan 
horsL-s  were  coming 
through  the  forest. 
Passing  the  gates  at 
a  gallop,  they  came 
thumping  up  the  ilrive 
to  the  house.  The 
hounds  all  trailed  be- 
hind them,  or  ran  be- 
fore them,  baying  and 
sjiringing  up,  yelping, 
and  filling  the  woods 
with  their  clamor. 

One  of  the  men 
was  a  serving-man. 
He  was  sharply  "berat- 
ing the  hounds,  call- 
ing aloud  to  them  and 
lashing  at  them  as 
they  leaped  about  his 
horse.  But  the  other 
stranger  spurred  on 
ahead  as  if  he  were 
in  haste.  The  sun- 
light and  tlie  shadow 
flickered  around  and 
upon  them,  so  that 
one  could  not  distin- 
guish   their    features. 

Barnaby  lifted  his  head  and  stared. 

■'  I  wonder  who  that  can  l)e?  "  he  said. 
"  Come,  let  us  hurrv,  Dorothy."  Then  all  at 
once  he  put  up  his  hands.  "  1  am  going  to 
run,"  he  said. 

The  riders  had  neared  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  and  all  at  once  galloped  out  into  the 
sunshine. 

The  man  who  was  spurring  so  swiftly  was 
tall,  straight,  anil  fair.  He  wore  a  scarlet 
riding-coat  and  a  gentleman's  decent  sword. 
When  Barnabv  saw  the  wav  he  sat  his  saddle, 


he  started   u])  llie    hill,  running  as  hard  as  he 
could  nm. 

The   stranger,  galloping   through    the   grass- 
land, seeing   I'amaljy  running  so  hard,  tiuMieil 
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in  his  saddle  and  looked  at  him,  then  from 
looking  began  to  stare. 

Barnaby  put  up  his  hands  ami  shouted. 
What  he  .said  no  other  could  have  understood. 
But  the  stranger  turned  his  horse  from  the 
beaten  road  and  came  galloping  down  through 
the  field  as  if  he  were  riding  for  life's  sake. 

Barnaby's  hat  had  fallen  off.  He  was  run- 
ning as  he  never  had  run.  The  man  loosed 
his  feet  from  the  stirrups  as  his  horse  came 
on,  and  before  he  had  come  to  where  the  boy 
was,  he  sprang  from  his  saddle  and  came  run- 
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ning  througli  the  grass,  crving.  "  Ol,.  is  it  you?  anything  about  them.      1  hey  could  hardly  see 

Oh    Barnabv,  is  it  vou?  "  for  the  tears  in  their  eyes  ;   they  could  scarcely 

-III  that  Barnab'v  cried  was,  "  Daddy,  dad-  speak  for  laughing  and  choking,  yet  they  both 

dy'"  -tnd  runnin-  even  faster  thnn  he  ha<l  run  were  talking  at  once  together;  nor  did  either 


BARNABY  S     HOME-COMING. 


before,  he  met  the  stranger  in  the  midst  of  the 
field,  and  there  they  fell  upon  each  other's  necks. 
The  loosened  horse  went  thumping  on  ;  the 
crows  flew  over  the  tree-tops;  the  hounds 
went  baying  up  the  hill  in  a  white  pack  to  the 
stables ;  but  the  two  in  the  field  heeded  neither 
the  crows  nor  the  hounds,  nor  took  notice  of 


listen  to  what  the  other  was  saying,  or  care  so 
much  as  twopence  for  what  he  was  saying 
himself. 

But  Dorothy  fled  Uke  a  deer  up  the  sunlit 
slope  through  the  meadows,  and  darting  in  at 
the  open  door,  ran  along  the  reechoing  hall  to 
the  great,  quiet  room  where  her  parents  were. 
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"  He  is  not  dead  at  all!"  she  cried.      "  lie 
riileth  on  a  horse.      He  weareth  a  red  riding- 
coat!      He  is  coming  up  through  the  meadow. 
JJarnal))-  is  with  him.     Oh,  hai)pv,  hai)py  day!  " 
"  Who  rideili  a  horse  ?  "  asked  her  father. 
"  Barnaby's  father,"  she  answered. 
"  What  ?      Nay,  then,  it  cannot  be!  " 
"  lUit  av,  it  is;    I  liave  seen  him!" 
"Ach!    what    a   happy  chance,"  e.vclaimed 
Van  Sweringen.    "  What  a  happy  chance!    My 
soul!     Acli,   Barbara,    let    us   go   out    to   meet 
them!"     So  they  ran  t)ut  to  the  porch. 

Chapter    XLIV. 

THE   END. 

The  afternoon  was  gone  by  ;  the  moon  came 
up  while  vet  the  sun  was  not  down,  and  the 
rusty  hills  were  still  golden  with  the  ruddy 
light. 

Barnaby  and  his  people  were  seated  at  the 
table.  The  sunlight  shone  through  the  room 
and  lay  upon  Dorothy's  fair  hair. 

"  I  am  not  dead,  nor  ever  was,"  .said  Bar- 
naby's father,  smiling.  "  Poor  George  Lev- 
ering was  slain  outright  at  the  second  volley ; 
i:)Ut  I  was  only  shot  through  the  body.  My 
time  was  not  yet  come.  My  life  was  saved, 
but  I  lingered  in  prison  ;  and  nothing  I  could 
say  or  do  found  me  clemency  with  King 
Charles.  I  pleaded  and  petitioned  ;  it  was  all 
of  no  avail  until  this  spring,  when  the  Earl  of 
Southampton,  who  is  my  distant  kinsman,  stood 
my  friend  with  his  Majesty,  and  I  was  par- 
doned. My  house  in  London  had  been  sold; 
my  friends  were  estranged ;  my  English  estate 
was  flown ;  my  wife  dead ;  my  son  was 
gone.  I  had  no  heart  left  for  the  crueltv  of 
war ;  a  profligate  court  I  could  not  endure  ;  I 
turned  my  face  toward  the  west,  to  follow 
the  track  of  mine  old  investment.  When  I 
reached  St.  Mary's  town  I  was  met  by  a  piece 
of  news  which  made  my  heart  swell  until  I 
thought  it  would  burst.  What  that  news  was, 
need  I  say?  Here  have  I  found,  this  hapi)y 
day,  what  passeth  all  investment — mine  own 
son  Barnaby." 

^Vith  that  he  suddenly  bowed  his  head. 

"Dear  God,"  he  said,  "thou  hast  been  passing 
good  to  Captain  Harry  Lee.    I  will  say  grace." 

YoL.  XXIX.— 68-69. 


All  of  them  bowed  their  heads,  Barnaljy's 
by  his  father's,  both  as  bright  as  hammered 
gold,   though    his   father's    was    streaked    with 

Van  Sweringen  was  sitting  between  his  wife 
and  daughter,  and  under  the  falling  table-cloth's 
edge  he  was  holding  their  hands  in  his.  On 
the  breathless  little  silence  there  now  fell  a 
([uick,  sharp  whisper:  "  Please,  daddy  dearest, 
I  will  love  thee  (juite  as  well  if  thou  dost  not 
altogether  crush  my  lingers!"  It  was  Doro- 
thy's whispering  voice.  They  all  laughed,  for 
their  eyes  were  full,  and  it  was  high  time  to 
laugh. 

Captain  Lee  looked  around  him.  The  faces 
of  all  were  glowing  and  bright  with  the  sunlight 
and  happiness. 

"  Doth  anything  lack  which  might  add  a 
whit  to  the  happiness  of  to-day?"  he  asked. 
"  Nay  ;   there  is  naught.      God  keep  it  so  ever." 

"Amen,"  said  Mynheer  Van  Sweringen. 

They  were  quite  still  for  a  moment.  Then 
the  knives  and  platters  began  to  move. 

Peace  came  with  the  twilight  stars  at  the 
close  of  the  troubled  day. 

Thus  ended  the  story  of  the  life  of  Barnaby 
Lee.  The  days  that  had  promised  the  fairest 
went  out  into  mist  and  storm,  and  those  which 
had  seemed  the  darkest  had  come  to  the 
brightest  end.  So  it  may  prove  with  the  com- 
monest lives  upon  this  little  earth. 

What  happens  further  lies  beyond  the  pr(v 
vince  of  this  story.  Dorothy  Van  Sweringen  and 
Barnaby  Lee  were  afterward  married,  met  hap- 
piness and  sorrow  with  cheerful  strength  born  of 
mutual  trust,  were  the  parents  of  four  chiklren, 
were  loyal,  brave,  and  true,  loving  each  other 
and  their  friends  with  a  regard  that  was  never 
altered  by  the  adversity  of  circumstances  nor 
diminished  by  the  flight  of  time.  They  saw 
that  the  world  is  full  of  I)eauty  and  good  to 
those  who  meet  it  aright ;  they  played  their 
small  parts  bravely  in  it,  and  taught  their  chil- 
dren to  do  so ;  and  the  world  was  the  better 
for  it. 

Harry  Lee  was  ever  a  soldier  and  a  gentle- 
man. You  may  find  his  lands  recorded  in 
musty  files  in  Maryland,  if  so  be  that  you  care 
to  look.      His  life  was  hard,  but  he  lived  it  gal- 
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lantly,  and  found  comfort  in  its  fair  and  liapi)y 
close.  He  has  slept  in  peace  for  two  hundred 
years  beneath  the  pines  of  Maryland. 

Van  Sweringen  was  sheriff  of  Governor  Cal- 
vert's county,  as  his  friend  had  promised  he 
should  be,  was  interpreter  to  the  Council,  at- 
tained botli  position  and  wealth,  and  was  a 
hot-headed,  rapier-rattling  fellow  to  the  end, 
beloved  by  his  friends,  feared  by  his  foes,  and 
respected  by  all  honest  men.     His  descendants 

THE 
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are  scattered  through  many  a  State  and  many 
a  Territory.  It  may  be  that  you  who  peruse 
these  pages  have  running  in  your  veins  the  heat 
and  fire  that  stirred  his  heart.  If  so,  forgive 
the  poor  portrait  the  narrative  makes  of  him  ; 
for  he  has  been  dead  these  two  centuries,  and 
his  memory  has  grown  dim.  Our  memories, 
too,  shall  no  doubt  have  grown  dim  two  hun- 
dred years  from  now\ 

And  so,  to  every  one,  good  night! 

END. 


PECULIARITIES    OF   ARCTIC    LIFE. 


By  Professor  J.  H.  Gore. 


Nature  seems  not  to  welcome  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Arctics  by  birds,  animals,  or  even 
fishes,  and  not  only  makes  the  climate  severe, 
but  has  brought  it  about  that,  since  each  animal 
feeds  upon  some  other,  each  can  live  only  by 
evading  hungry  enemies.  In  this  constant  strug- 
gle to  feed  and  avoid  being  fed  upon,  some  in- 
teresting traits  have  been  developed. 

During  the  summer  months  much  of  the 
land  becomes  free  from  snow  and  ice  under  the 
joint  action  of  sun  and  wind,  and  the  snow  that 
resists  removal  is  darkened  by  a  deposit  of  fine 
dust  ijarticles.  In  this  season  the  animals  wear 
their  darker  clothing,  and  birds  have,  by  Avay 
of  change,  a  less  gaudy  plumage.  The  back- 
ground against  which  they  stand  would  betray 
their  presence  if  the  white  dress  of  winter  were 
worn  now  ;  then,  too,  it  makes  it  possible  for  the 
foxes,  ducks,  and  other  animals  and  birds  to  grat- 
ify a  natural  vanity  by  putting  on,  for  a  time  at 
least,  another  coat. 

In  winter,  white  is  again  worn.  The  back- 
ground is  now  snow  and  ice,  and  the  only 
chance  which  the  Arctic  chicken  now  has  to 
deceive  the  fox  is  to  roll  up  like  a  ball  and  simu- 
late a  lump  of  ice.  The  ice-bear  is  ecjuipped 
successfully  to  creep  upon  the  ever-watchful 
seal,  because  he  looks  like  the  other  blocks  of 
white  around  him.     He  remembers,  however, 


his  black  nose,  and  is  said  to  be  sharp  enough 
to  cover  it  with  his  paw  while  approaching  his 
dozing  prey. 

The  seal  does  not  stop  his  search  for  food 
until  he  has  completely  satisfied  his  excellent 
appetite ;  then  he  takes  a  good  nap,  lying  upon 
the  very  edge  of  the  ice,  or  as  close  as  pos- 
sible to  his  breathing-hole.  The  slightest  sound 
will  awaken  him,  and,  without  waiting  to  find 
out  the  source  or  direction,  he  rolls  into  the 
water.  He  can  stay  under  for  only  thirty-five 
minutes,  but  where  he  will  come  up  none  can 
tell.  This  no  one  knows  better  than  the  bear; 
and  if  the  bear  realizes  that  it  is  impossible  to 
steal  up  on  the  leeward  side  of  the  seal,  having 
his  black  nose  covered  with  his  paw  and  his 
bloodshot  eyes  closed,  when  the  seal  has  his 
open  and  on  the  watch,  he  looks  about  for  a  fa- 
vorable point  of  departure,  dives  under  the  ice, 
and  if  he  rightly  judges  the  distance  and  direc- 
tion, he  comes  up  at  the  very  spot  where  the 
seal  had  expected  to  go  down.  The  seal's  fate 
is  thus  settled,  and  the  bear's  shrewdness  earns 
its  reward. 

The  beautiful  eider-duck  has  often  been  cited 
as  an  ideal  mother,  and  touching  stories  are 
told  of  her  plucking  the  down  from  her  own 
breast  to  make  the  nest  in  which  to  hatch  her 
young.     It  is  also  said  that  if  the  hunters  take 
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the  clown,  she  will  despoil  herself  for  tiic  second 
time,  not  ealling  upon  the  selfish  drake  until 
she  has  literally  stripped  herself.  The  drake  is 
declared  to  be  strict  in  keeping  liis  mate  to  her 
duties,  insisting  that  she  shall  attend  to  the 
work  of  hatching.  If  the  duck  ventures  uj)on 
a  walk,  he  does  not  ofter  to  take  her  place 
while  she  goes  gadding  al)()ut,  but,  perhaps 
knowing  she  is  too  fond  of  itlleness,  cruelly 
drives  her  back  to  her  household  duty.  The 
duck  lavs  only  five  eggs,  and  if  she  feels  that 
her  nest  is  large  enough  and  warm  enough  to 
hold  more,  she  boldly  robs  her  neighbors,  car- 
rying the  eggs,  one  at  a  time,  under  her  wing, 
until  she  has  seven  or  eight. 

However,  when  the  brood  is  hatched,  the 
drake  becomes  the  teacher  to  the  young.  Not 
in  swimming,  for  that  comes  naturally,  but  in 
diving,  which  is  a  means  of  flight  as  well  as  for 
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fuiding  food.  The  little  duck,  coming  into  life- 
above  water,  hesitates  to  risk  it  by  going  under, 
nor  will  he  follow  the  oft-repeated  example  of 
his  parents.  When  it  becomes  necessarv  to 
resort  to  force,  the  drake  comes  (juietly  near 
the  unwilling  pupil,  suddenly  throws  a  wing 
o\er  him,  antl  di\es  down.  The  little  one 
is  let  go  under  water,  and,  coming  to  the 
surface  unharmed,  even  if  somewhat  startled, 
he  is  ready  to  start  diving  on  his  own  ac- 
count. 

The  statement,  so  often  made,  that  Arctic 
birds  become  so  confused  by  the  perpetual 
day  that  they  do  not  sing,  was  not  verified  by 
my  experience.  The  few  sparrows  that  visited 
us  on  Dane's  Island  were  very  generous  with 
their  music,  and  especially  memorable  w\as 
their  merry  singing  one  of  those  Arctic  nights 
between  the  hours  of  twelve  and  two  o'clock. 


H^^      •>!, 
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BOY    CHORISTERS. 


By  Frederic  Dean. 


From  the  davs  of  King  Solomon,  when  wor- 
ship music  was  seemingly  raised  to  the  very 
highest  jjoint  of  perfection,  and  the  large  choral 
bodies  of  adult  male  singers  were  augmented 
from  time  to  time  with  hundreds  of  women 
"and  boys,"  the  l)oy  chorister  flitted  in  and 
out  of  view,  until  the  dawn  of  the  Christian  era, 
since  when  he  has  held  almost  undisputed  and 
unbroken  sway  in  the  choir-loft  and  chancel. 
True,  his  services  were  dispensed  witli  in  the  Sis- 
tine  Chapel  choir  at  Rome  during  the  fifteenth 
century,  but,  at  about  tlie  same  date,  boys 
were  .singing  in  the  Chai)el  Royal  in  London, 
and  they  continue  there  to  this  day.  The  first 
recorded  praise  of  any  English  singer  was  that 
paid  to  the  choristers  in  the  time  of  Henry 
VIII.,  when  his  royal  Viennese  visitor  was  so 
enchanted  that  he  wrote  home  that  their  voices 
were  more  heavenly  than  human,  and  that  they 
did  not  chant  like  men,  l)ut  gave  praise  like 
angels.  Haydn  sobl^ed  when  lie  heard  "the 
beautiful  voices  of  the  boys  "  in  St.  Paul's,  and 
one  of  the  best  performances  of  "  The  Messiah" 
given  in  Handel's  day  was  sung  by  a  body  of 
choristers,  "  boys  and  men  fifty-five  in  number." 

The  reason  for  the  churchly  bent  of  most  of 
the  modern  British  composers  is  that  they  were 


lirought  up  as  choir-boys.  From  tlie  time  of 
the  Restoration,  when  Captain  Henry  Cooke 
was  appointed  "master  of  the  children,"  the 
list  of  English  musicians  is  virtually  the  list  of 
the  Chapel  Royal  and  St.  Paul  boys  grown  to 
manhood. 

Henry  Purcell,  the  father  of  English  opera, 
and  Thomas  Tallis,  the  father  of  English  cathe- 
dral music,  both  were  graduates  from  the  Chapel 
Royal  choir.  Richard  Farrant,  William  Byrde, 
Orlando  Gibbons,  Thomas  Morley,  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  anthem  and  song  writers  of  Merrie 
England  down  to  Joseph  Barnby  and  Arthur 
Sullivan,  studied  their  musical  a-b-c's  in  cassock 
and  cotta.  Barnby  and  Sullivan,  both  knighted 
for  their  distinction  in  music,  the  one  for  his 
work  for  the  chancel,  the  other  for  work  for  the 
stage,  were  noted  for  their  voices  as  young- 
sters. Barnby  charmed  the  listeners  at  York 
Minster  by  his  solos,  and  Arthur  Sullivan  so 
captivated  Thomas  Helmore,  the  Chapel  Royal 
choir-master,  with  liis  singing  of  "  With  Verdure 
Clad  "  that  he  was  admitted  to  the  choir  when 
he  was  eleven  years  of  age. 

But  it  may  well  be  understood  that  it  is  not 
only  in  England  that  famous  musicians  have 
begun  their  musical  careers  as  choristers. 
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Musical  history  tells  us  that  Sebastian  Barh  cnth  year,  and  "thrust  his  hands  into  the  slant- 
when  a  lad  hatl  so  beautiful  a  soprano  voice  that  iiiL?  pockets  of  his  trousers  as  he  rocked  to  and 
his  singin<4  in  the  choir  gave  him  his  schooling  fro,  singing  a  clear  and  true  alto." 
free.  Haydn  says:  "At  the  time  I  was  six  I  The  struggle  between  the  (".ermaus  and  Ital- 
stood  up  like  a  man  and  sang  the  masses  in  the  ians  for  musical  supremacy  showed  itself  in 
church,"  and  that  nothing  in  his  whole  career  the  formation  of  a  body  of  German  choristers 
was  so  heartbreaking  as  the  giving  up  of  his  as  a  rival  to  the  Sistine  Chapel  choir  at  Rome, 
choir  work,  when  his  brother  Michael  sang  the  Under  orders  of  Frederick  IV.  of  Prussia  the 
Salve  Regina  in  his  place.     Gluck  maintained  Cathedral  choir  was  formed,  consisting  of  over 


LENT    Br  MR.    HERBERT   SULLIVAN. 
THE    EARLIEST    KNOWN    PORTRAIT   OF    SULUVAN. 

Sir  .Arthur  Siilliv.in  s^,^nding.  John  Henr>-  B.irnett  seated.     A  photograph  made  just  after  entrance  to  Chapel  Royal. 

himself  as  a  boy  chorister.      Schubert  was  the  fifty  carefully  selected  voices  of  boys  and  men. 

first  soprano  in  the  Lichtenthal  choir  before  he  Its  members  were  most  rigidly  drilled  in  every- 

was  eleven   years  old,  and  was   noted  for  the  thing  pertaining  to  their  music,  and  the  most 

beauty  of  his  voice  and  the  appropriate  expres-  delightful  effects  were  produced  by  the  perfect 

sion  he  gave  to  the  music.      Rossini  .sang  solos  balance  of  tone  and  the  harmonious  blending 

in  church,  at  three  pauls  (thirty  cents)  a  service,  of  the  voices, 
when  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  and  Mendels- 
sohn took  his  place  among  the  grown  people         It  is  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago 

in  the  Singakademie  when  he  was  in  his  elev-  that  one  William  Dickey,  an   English  school- 
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ROCKWOOD,     NEW 
ROCKWOOD     AT    NINE    YEARS    OF    AGE. 


teacher,  came  to  this  country  and  advertised 
to  teach  the  Te  Deum  to  those  who  would  sing 
in  his  (old  Trinity)  choir ;  and  among  his  chor- 
isters were  "lads  of  ten  years  and  upwards." 

When  Henry  S.  Cutler  came  to  Trinity 
Church,  New  York,  from  the  Church  of  the 
Advent  in  Boston  (i860)  he  dismissed  all  the 
women  singers  from  his  choir,  and  substituted 
boys  in  their  place,  appointing  as  leaders  of  the 
two  sides  two  boys  who  have  since  grown  to 
fame  in  the  musical  world,  and  are  known  to- 
day as  Henry  Eyre  Brown,  of  Brooklyn,  and 
Caryll  Florio,  organist  and  composer,  and  at 
present  musical  director  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt's 
country  home,  "  Biltmore,"  at  Asheville,  North 
Carolina.  There  was  also  a  Master  James 
Little,  who  sang  the  solos  in  Trinity  Church, 
New  York,  wiUi  a  "  voice  of  extra  power  and 
splendor,"  and  a  Master  Hopkins,  who  was 
not  far  behind  in  beauty  of  tone  and  brilliancy 
of  execution. 

The  first  choral  service  in  this  country  was 
sung  in  the  Church  of  the  Holy  Cross,  in  the 
city  of  Troy,  New  York,  fifty-five  years  ago, 


under  Dr.  John  Ireland  Tucker;  and  the  oldest 
living  American  boy  chorister  is  Mr.  George 
G.  Rockwood,  who  sang  in  this  choir  as  a  boy 
sixty  years  ago,  antl  who  is  singing  yet.  The 
first  choir-dress  worn  in  this  country  was  worn 
in  tliis  same  church.  The  boys  wore  a  uniform 
—  the  girls,  poke-bonnets  and  purple  capes. 
Master  Rockwood  sang  his  first  concert  solo 
when  he  was  nine  years  old.  His  uncle,  \\i\r- 
ren  B.  Rockwood  (the  first  American  counter- 
tenor), had  written  for  the  lad  the  words  and 
music  of  an  aria  entitled  "  Look  Aloft  and  Be 
Firm,"  and  it  was  this  solo  that  launched  young 
George  upon  his  concert  career.  He  sang  it 
everywhere,  and  it  always  aroused  his  auditors 
to  pronounced  demonstrations  of  approval. 

In  1867  there  came  to  New  York  City  an  or- 
ganization known  as  "  Wood's  Minstrels,"  and 
one  of  the  features  of  the  musical  part  of  the 
entertainment  was  the  singing  of  the  "  boy  won- 
der," Master  Richard  Coker.  His  gift  was  too 
great  to  allow  him  to  remain  long  upon  the 
minstrel    stage,    however,    and    he    was    soon 
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bratecl   tenor   Leslie  sang   "  Sound 
the  Alarm." 

niatchfonl  Kavanagh  came  from 
Chicago,  and  owed  his  start  in  the 
musical  world  to  the  drill  he  re- 
ceived in  Grace  Church  choir  of 
that  city.  His  voice  was  of  won- 
derful range,  e.xtending  from  low  CI 
lo  ln\;h  (",  and  had  the  peculiar 
vibrant  (juality  of  the  voice  of  a 
mature  wj)man,  with  the  purity  of  a 
child's.  lie  swayed  his  audience 
at  will,  from  smiles  to  tears,  and 
from  tears  to  amazement  at  his  daring  virtuosity. 
It  was  he  whom  Mme.  Patti  went  to  hear  in 
San  Francisco,  and  after  calling  "  bravos  "  to 
him  from  her  seat  in  the  audience,  hurried  to  the 


HARTFORD,    CON 
RICHARD    COKEK. 


tempted   away   from   his   theatrical 
friends,  and   sent   to    Kngland   and 
the  Continent   on   a   concert   tour. 
In  London  he  had  the  pleasure  of 
singing  duets  and    trios  with    Sims 
Reeves  and    Mine.   Sainton- Dolby. 
The  price  for  his  services  was  twenty 
guineas   an    evening,    ami    he   was 
feted  by  royalty  and  petted  l)y  the 
common  people.    At  a  private  con- 
cert given  by  him  at  Marlborough 
House  before  the  royal  family  he 
was  commanded  to  sit  by  Princess 
Mary  of  Cambridge  while  he  was  not  singing, 
and  he  received  every  mark  of  favor  that  even 
royalty  could  bestow  upon  its  favorite.     The 
souvenir  programmes  of  this  occasion  were  of 
white  satin  edged  with  gold  lace.     In  Birming- 
ham he  sang  "  Hear  ye,  Israel,"  before  an  audi- 
ence of  four  thousand  people,  and  captivated 
his  hearers  by  his  modest  demeanor  as  well  as 
his  superb  voice.     On  his  return  to  America 
young  Coker  sang  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
and   other  large  cities  with  renewed   success, 
and   was  secured   by    Dr.    Cutler    for   Trfnity 
choir,  New  York,  at  the  then  fabulous  salary 
of  a  thousand  dollars  a  year. 

Theodore  Toedt  is  the  name  of  another  re- 
markable boy  chorister  who  was  a  graduate  of 
Trinity  choir.  There  is  a  programme  in  e.xis- 
tence  that  records  his  singing  at  a  concert  in  the 
Brooklyn  Academy  of  Music  in  187 1,  his  prin- 
cipal number  being  "  Robert,  toi  que  j'aime," 
which  was  given  with  "  the  fire  and  .spirit  of  an 
accomplished  prima  donna."  Master  Toedt 
was  naturally  a  fine  musician,  could  read  any- 
thing at  sight,  and  played  the  piano  excep- 
tionally well.  When  he  grew  to  manhood  he 
was  for  many  years  a  prominent  solo  tenor,  and 
was  in  constant  demand  at  oratorio  and  other  stage  and,  embracing  him,  welcomed  him  as  a 
concerts,  and  was  soloist  at  St.  Bartholomew's,  "brother  artist." 
New  York,  for  many  years.  A\hen  W  illiam  H.  Lee,  the  haiul.some  bary- 

Frederick  Gilbert  Bourne,  better  known  in  tone  of  the  American  Opera  Company,  made 
the  musical  world  a  few  years  ago  as  the  bary-  his  bow  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  New  York, 
tone  .soloist  in  the  choir  of  the  Church  of  St.     fifteen   years    ago,   with    Pauline   L'.AUemand. 


WOSHER,     CHXAGO. 


ULATCIIl  ci](U     KAV  \N,\(.ll. 


Mary  the  Yirgin,  New  York,  was  still  a  third 
soloist  at  Trinity  at  about  the  same  time.  At  a 
special  musical  service  given  in  the  church 
these  three  boys  sang  the  angels'  trio  from 
"  Elijah,"   "  Lift   thine    Eyes,"   and    the    cele- 


Charlotte  Walker,  and  the  others  in  the  Ameri- 
can Opera  Company,  it  was  supposed  by  many 
that  this  was  his  first  operatic  appearance.  But 
there  are  historic  "  Bills  of  the  Play  "  of  the 
Boston  Museum,  under  ilate  of  1S79,  where  a 
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certain  "Juvenile  Pinafore 
Company"  gave  performances 
of  Sullivan's  opera  with  this 
cast :  Ralph  Rackstraw,  \\i\- 
liam  H.  Lee;  Josephine,  Ida 
MuUe;  I^uttercuji,  Little  Co- 
rinne;  Hebe,  Ida  Conquest; 
Sir  Joseph,  Fritz  Williams ; 
Dick  Deadeye,  Ben  Lodge. 
This  organization  gave  one 
hundred  and  six  performances 
at  the  Boston  Museum. 

Master  Lee  had  been  heard 
in  concert  and  oratorio  here 
and  in  Boston,  and  had  sung 
in  various  other  cities.  His 
voice  was  high  and  clear,  and 
he  was  always  a  good  reader. 
At  the  performances  of  "Pina- 
fore "  he  sang  not  only  his  own 
of  the  Captain's  as  well,  as  the 
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music  but  much 
lad  cast  for  that 


Harry  Brandon  was  the  favor- 
ite singer  among  the  worship- 
ers at  the  Church  of  the  Holy 
vSpirit.  "Never shall  I  forget," 
said  a  music-lover,  "  the  first 
time  I  heard  this  wonderful 
boy.  He  was  announced  to 
sing  the  aria  'Jerusalem'  from 
'St.  Paul,'  and  I  expected  the 
usual  vain  attempts  of  a  boy 
to  get  the  notes — let  alone  the 
meaning — of  the  music.  The 
prelude  was  over,  and  sud- 
denly I  heard  a  sweet,  full 
voice  singing  in  most  rever- 
ential tones.  There  was  more 
than  mere  music  in  it  —  there 
was  devotion.  I  looked  at 
the  singer  in  amazement. 
There  he  stood  with  eyes  and  face  turned  hea- 
venward, and  finished  the  aria  without  once 
glancing  at  the  notes.  Mendelssohn's  music 
was  illumined  by  the  boy's  soul." 

Master  Cyril  Tyler  inherited  his  remarkable 
voice  from  his  father,  Signor  Tagliere.  He  was 
born  in  Naples,  and  grew  up  to  boyhood  with 
the  beautiful  Southern  speech  ever  about  him. 


WILLIAM     H.    LEli. 
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part  was  a  better  actor  than  singer.  It  has 
always  been  claimed  that  this  was  the  "  young- 
est operatic  cast  in  the  history  of  the  stage." 
Little  Corinne  was  only  five,  and  sang  and 
spoke  every  word  in  her  part ;  and  neither  He  heard  the  best  music,  and  knew  no  other. 
Lee  nor  Williams  was  yet  in  his  teens.  The  boy  had  many  things  in  his  favor:  a  hand- 

It  is   over  a  dozen  years   ago  that  Master    some  face,  a  beautifully  modeled  head,  and  a 


cliarniing  stage-manner 
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lie  was  i)ossesse(l  of  McKink-y  and  oilier  dignitaries.  Modjeska 
great  magnetic  power,  anil  to  a  voice  of  e\<)ui-  calls  liini  "  my  dear  little  friend  with  the  angel 
site  {|uality  he  brought 


rare  execution.  His 
singing  of  the  "  Shall- 
ow Song  "  from  "  Di- 
norah,"  and  the  "  Car- 
nival of  \'enice,"  the 
Schubert  "  Serenade," 
and  Gounod's  "  Ave 
Maria  "  showed  his 
versatility  to  tin- 
greatest  advantage. 
French,  German,  Ital- 
ian, English  —  all  were 
familiar  to  him,  and 
he  sang  in  each  lan- 
guage as  naturally  as 
if  it  were  his  own. 
His  phrasing  was 
good,  his  staccatos 
and  runs  clear  and 
well  accented,  and  his 
memory  remarkable. 
His  vogue  was  at  its 
height  eight  years  ago, 
when  he  was  in  his 
twelfth  year.    He  was 
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voice."  "  He  sings 
like  an  angel,"  says 
lunma  Thursby ;  and 
h'ranklin  W .  Hooj)er, 
of  the  Brooklyn  In- 
stitute, goes  so  far  as 
to  say,  "  I  know  of  no 
voice  that  so  touches 
the  heart."  He  lias 
been  known  for  the 
past  few  years  as  the 
"American  Nightin- 
gale," and  has  hon- 
estly won  his  title.  As 
a  lad  he  was  found  to 
have  that  rare  gift,  ab- 
solute pitch.  He  very 
early  e.xhibited  keen 
musical  perception 
and  intelligence. 

Three  years  ago 
there  came  to  New 
York  from  Detroit  a 
boy  soprano  by  the 
name  of  Witter  Pea- 
body.      He  appeared 
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EARL    GL'LICK 

heard  in  concerts  in  all  of  the  large  cities  at  in  New  York,  and  in  Boston  and  Providence, 
that  time.  It  was  always  a  pleasure  for  him  as  a  professional  singer.  "  His  trill  is  equal 
to  .sing,  and  he  made  his  audience  share  his 
j)leasure. 

Charles  Meehan  has  traveled  e.xtensively  in 
England,France,Germany,  Spain, and  Portugal, 
and  ever\'where  received  the  plaudits  of  the  lov- 
ers of  song.  He  was  for  several  years  the  so- 
prano soloist  of  St.  George's  Episcopal  Church. 
It  was  Mr.  John  Francis  Gilder's  song,  "  To  I5e 
Near  Thee,"  that  won  for  Master  Meehan  his 
most  marked  successes  wherever  he  went.  It 
mattered  little  of  what  nationality  his  audience 
was  composed,  this  simple  American  ballad 
went  to  their  hearts  as  none  of  his  more  pre- 
tentious arias  did,  and  although  they  knew  not 
the  words,  they  guessed  at  their  meaning,  and 
applauded  the  vocal  beauties  and  the  artistic 
finish  of  the  singer. 

One  of  the  best  advertised  boy  choristers  of 
the  day  is  Master  Earl  Gulick,  whose  singing 
won  the  warmest  encomiums   from   President 


tlKCH    CM1CKE"1S0      B-jSTOX 
WITTER     I'EABODV. 


to   Melba's,"  said   one   critic.      "  His  voice  is 
as  beautiful  as  Emma  Eames's,"  said  another. 
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Master  George  Bagdasarion  is  a  young  Ar- 
menian who  lias  delighted  the  parishioners  of 
Grace  Church,  New  York,  witli  his  beautiful 
voice.  'I'o  hear  him  sing  the  simple,  old-fash- 
ioned setting  of  Hursley  to  the  hymn  "Sun  of 
my  Soul  "  was  a  pk-asure  not  to  he  missed. 

He  was  brought  to  this  country  from  Ar 
menia  when  he  was  two  years  old.  At  the  age 
of  seven  he  was  singing  in  a  choir ;  when  he 
was  eight  he  sang  in  three  choirs  in  Cambridge, 
Massachusetts— St.  John's,  Christ  Church,  and 
Appleton  Chapel  at  Harvard  ;  and  when  he  was 
eleven  he  came  to  Grace  Church,  New  York, 
and  sang  by  the  side  of  the  noted  Harold  Yale 
and  Harry  Smith,  and  when  Master  Smith's 
voice  changed,  he  took  his  j)lace. 

Harry  Smith  is  one  of  the  "  thousand-dollar 
boys,"  having  received  that  sum  per  annum 
for  his  services  in  Grace  Church  choir.  New 
York.  He  went  from  All  Angels  Church,  New 
Y'ork,  with  Mr.  Helfenstein  to  Grace  Church, 
where  he  sang  for  five  years.  Harold  Y'ale 
came  from  Minnesota,  and  was  one  of  Mr. 
Helfenstein's  famous  Grace  Church  boys. 

The  McGee  brothers,  Harold  and  Leonard, 
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are  from  the  Garden  City  Cathedral  choir, 
where  they  have  been  noted  for  the  purity  of 
their  voices  and  their  good  musicianly  work. 

One  of  the  youngest  boy  choristers  singing  in 
New  York  to-day  is  Master  Allen  Fenno,  the 
soloist  at  All  Angels  Church.  Master  Fenno  has 
just  passed  his  twelfth  birthday.  He  conies 
from  New  Haven,  and  is  a  pupil  of  Mr.  \\'illiam 
H.  Lee's.  When  he  applied  for  the  position  at 
All  xAngels  and  had  sung  his  own  solo,  he  was 
asked  if  he  could  read.  For  answer  he  sang  an 
aria  which  he  had  never  seen  before  with  such 
sureness  of  attack  and  intuitive  expression  that 
he  was  engaged  on  the  spot.  At  his  first  ser- 
vice he  sang  the  Handel  aria  "  Angels  Ever 
Bright  and  Fair  "  with  remarkable  power  for  one 
so  young.  "  With  Verdure  Clad  "  and  "  There 
is  a  Green  Hill "  are  other  favorite  sacred  solos 
I  if  his,  while  his  secular  songs  range  from  the 
popular  solos  of  Tosti  to  those,  less  frequently 
sung,  of  Liza  Lehmann.  For  two  years  he  was 
soloist  in  his  home  church.  Holy  Trinity  of 
New  Haven,  under  Mr.  Harry  J.  Read,  and  to 
Mr.  Read's  careful  training  he  is  indebted  for 
his  schooling  in  the  church  service. 
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There  is  still  a  younger  cliorister  in  New  Many  of  the  prominent  singers  of  the  present 
York,  Charles  Arthur  liradley,  who  was  a  generation  began  as  boy  choristers,  the  three 
member  of  Calvary  Church  (New  York)  choir  English  tenors  Edward  Lloyd,  Sims  Reeves, 
when  he  was  eight  )  ears  oUl,  but  who  has  been  and  Joseph  Maas  being  notable  examples, 
taken  out  of  active  work  for  sjjecial  voice-train-  Cieorge  Sweet  was  first  heard  of  as  a  boy  chor- 
ine. He  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  dignity  of  ister  in  Brooklyn,  and  Signor  Novara,  of  the 
his  tenth  birthday,  but  sings  many  of  the  famil-  Mapleson  operatic  reign  at  the  Academy  of 
iar  sacred  arias  and  all  of  the  service  with  won-  Music,  and  the  great  Lablache  of  a  preceding 
derful  sureness  and  i)eaulv  of  tone.  He  has  era,  were  both  choristers  as  boys.  In  fact,  it 
alreadv  sung  ballads  at  private  musicales,  and  would  be  difficult  to  go  into  any  assembly 
objects  to  the  restraint  from  his  choir  work  ;  but  of  musical  men  and  not  find  among  the  best 
his  teacher  will  permit  no  public  appearance  musicians  (if  not  the  best  vocalists)  many  who 
until  he  has  reacheil  a  more  mature  age.  had  had  their  early  training  as  choristers. 


IX    Till'    WOODS  — Al'kll. 
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St)  imifh  nf  April  has  to  be  taken  ii[)  with  luiiiiinocky  pastures.  Here  you  will  probably 
rain  and  clouds  that  ou  a  chilly,  ilrizzling  day  find  the  i)inkest  ones,  usually  one  i)lant  by  itself 
we  are  apt  to  forget  the  hours  of  sweet,  hot  that  for  some  reason  has  deep-rose  colored 
sunshine  that  are  taking  turns  with  the  rain  to  flowers,  while  all  its  neighbors  are  in  apple- 
melt  the  frost  out  of  our  hills  anil  woods.  lUit  'olossom  pink  and  white.  The  dark-pink  May- 
the  nioment  the  rain  is  over,  or  before,  — a  vig-  flowers  are  much  prized,  l)Ut  they  are  liardly 
orous  bov  or  girl  is  not  going  to  be  hurt  1)\-  an  more  beautiful  than  the  pure  white  ones,  which 
April  shower, — let  us  go  out  and  look  for  the  blossom  deep  in  the  woods  long  after  their  sis- 
first  spring  flowers.  ters  in  the  fields  have  withered.     These  May- 

As  far  as  I  have  seen,  the  race  for  first  place  flowers  growing  in  the  woods  have  a  character 

in  the  spring  pageant  of  flowers  results  in  a  tie.  of   their   own  :    the   plant   is   usually  thin   and 

If  vou  find  a  Mayflower  just  peeping  open  on  straggling,  not  compact  like  those  in  the  open 

the  edge  of  a  wood,  you  are  pretty  sure  to  see  field  ;  the  leaves  are  large  and  very  green,  and 

a  nodding  blue  hepatica  on  the  same  day.     The  the  large  white  flowers  are  apt  to  come  singly 

time  of  year  varies,  of  course,  as  you  go  far-  instead  of  in  thick  clusters, 
ther  north,  and  with  the  particular  season ;  but         But,  wherever  you  try  to  find   Mayflowers, 

it  is  a  good  plan  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  these  you  must  know  Ikjw  to  look  for  them.      When 

two   flowers,  the  leaders  of  the  procession,  as  you  see  a  flower,  follow  the  stem  carefully,  and 

earlv  as  the  first  warm  days  in  April.  you  will  find  that   it  brings  up  with   it   half  a 

The  Mavflower  [Epii^ccd  irpriis),  also  called  dozen  pink   clusters   that  were  whollv  hidden, 

trailing  arbutus  and   ground-laurel,  belongs  to  Only  sometimes  after  a  warm  spring  rain  the 

the     heath    family,    of    which    the    rhododen-  little  flowers  seem  to  come  out  to  drink,  and 

dron,  the  blueberry,  and  the   English  heather  where  the  day  before  you  could  scarcely  find 

also  are  members.      Every  one  knows  its  lovely,  one  you  will  see  hundreds. 

shell-like  pink-and-white  flowers,  and  its  deli-         And  a  word  about  how  to  pick   them.      The 

cate    fragrance,  the    first    and    most    exquisite  stems  are  very  tough.      You  try  to  break  them, 

breath  of  the  spring.  then  to  twist  them ;  then  you  give  a  pull,  and 

It  is  a  little  trailing  plant  with  a  tough,  rusty  up  the  whole  thing  comes.  Take  two  good 
stem  and  heart-shaped  leaves  very  thickly  things  with  you  on  your  spring  walks — pa- 
netted,  of  a  rather  dull  light  green.  The  flow-  tience  and  a  penknife ;  and  don't,  because  you 
ers  grow  in  clusters.  They  are  gamopetalous ;  like  Ma\  flowers,  destroy  the  little  plants  that 
that  is,  instead  of  having  five  jjctals,  as  one  might  give  so  much  pleasure  to  you  and  to 
would  think,  there  is  really  but  one  petal  — a  other  people  year  after  year, 
slender  tube  opening  out  into  five  points.  They  As  I  said,  the  hepatica  {Htpatica  triloba, 
vary  from  pure  white  to  a  deep  rose-pink.  crowfoot  family)  blossoms  at  the  same  time  as 

Look  first  along  the  southern  edge  of  a  wood,  the   Mayflower.     It   is  a   beautiful   little   five- 

on  some  bank  or  hillside  facing  the  siui    and  petaled   flower  (botanicallv  speaking,  what  ap- 

sheltered  from  all  the  cold  north  winds.      \'()U  i)ear  to  be   jietals  are  really  sepals,  that  is,  divi- 

will  be  pretty  sure  at  last  to  see  a  little  white  sions  of  the  calvx.  the  hepatica  having  no  true 

star,  and  then  a  cluster  of  pink  buds.  petals)  set  on  a  slim,  graceful  stem.      It  varies 

A  few  days  later  you  will  fintl  thein  blossom-  very  much  in  color  (the  buds  are  of  a  deeper 

ing   thickly  through   the   places  that  they  like  tint   than    the   open   blo.ssoms)    from   white  to 

best  of  all  — fields  of  dead,  dry  grass,  and  brown  purple   and   jjurplish  pink,   and  sometimes   to 
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[April, 


pure  blue.     Tlie  leaves  are  evergreen,  and  are    have   found    it    on    the   surface   of  a   boulder 
beautifully   shaped,  cut   in   three  deep,  regular     where  there  seemed  at  first  no  crevice  at  all,  no 

chanc-e  for  the  little  roots  to 
get  nourishment.  The  bo- 
tanical direction  for  finding 
it  is,  "exposed  rocks  and  dry 
hillsides."  You  might  hunt 
along  a  good  many  dry  hill- 
sides without  seeing  it,  or 
you  might  pass  it  many  times 
without  noticing  it,  as  it  is 
rather  a  modest  flower ;  but 
sooner  or  later  you  are  sure 
to  come  across  one,  looking 
like  a  bit  of  white  fringe  seen 
against  the  rock. 

The    saxifrage    seems    to 

show  that  it  is  used  to  scanty 

fare,  and  to  holding  its  own 

in  hard  and  dry  places.      It 

is   a   straggling    little    plant, 

with    hairy,    rather    clumsy, 

branching  stems,  and  small, 

very  thick,  not  easily  seen  leaves  clustered  at 

the  root,  the  whole  plant  seldom  growing  more 

than  five  or  six  inches  high.     The  small  white 

flowers  (sometimes  a  grayish  white)   have  five 

petals,  and  grow  in  pretty  little  clusters,  very 

close  at  first,  and  spreading  out  and  becoming 

more  feathery  as  the  flowers  open. 

At  this  same  time  of  year,  though  not  quite 


THE    TRAlLINt;    ARBUTUS. 


lobes;   the  stem,  buds,  and  calyx  are   covered 
with  a  gray  silky  down. 

The  hepatica  grows  in  little  separate  clumps 
of  many  blossoms  each,  like  violets.     It  is  as 
common  as  the  Mayflower,  but  you  will  never 
find  it  in  such  quantities.      Look  for  it  through 
rather   open  woods   and  in  small  clearings,  or 
up  the  steep  side  of  some  gravellv  hill,  where 
you  will  see  it  nodding 
among    the    stones    and 
bushes.      It  is  of  no  use 
to  pick  it :  the  little  flow- 
ers will  droop  before  they 
have  been  ten  minutes  in 
your  warm  fingers. 

Our  next  flower,  the 
early  saxifrage  {S(7x/- 
fra^k^ii  Viri:;iiiicnsis,  saxi- 
frage family),  is  not 
quite  so  common,  though 
still  not  at  all  hard  to  find. 
As  its  name  —  coming 
from  the  Latin  words 
saxuiii,  a  stone,  and/zv?;/- 
go,  to  break — suggests, 
it  is  fond  of  growing  in 
the    clefts    of   rocks.     I 
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the  siMe  of  ;i  whole  valley  and  noddi'iijf 
with  almost  countless  yellow  flowers. 
Where  it  got  its  name  it  is  hard  to  see; 
it  resembles  a  locomotive  ([uite  as  much 
as  it  does  a  dog's  tooth,  and  it  is  in 
no  sense  a  violet.  In  l'a<  t,  if  you  turn 
hack  the  llower  and  look,  into  it,  you  will 
.see  that  it  is  a  most  ijerfect  little  lilv. 
I  The  curving  yellow  petals,  the  shajjc  and 
poise  of  the  flower,  show  at  once  that  it 
is  a  cousin  of  the  stately  Canada  lily,  that 
blossoms  in  July,  and  of  our  garden  lilies. 
The  flowers  grow  singly  on  slender 
stems,  the  plants  growing  close  together, 
not  in  separate  clumps  or  patches,  but 
covering  the  ground  as  with  a  carpet. 
The  most  striking  thing  about  the  plant 
is  its  leaf — a  large,  rather  thick  leaf,  mot- 
tled with  brown  or  j)urplish  spots. 

.\nd  now,  by  the  time  the  dog'.s-tooth 
violets  are  in  full  blossom,  you  no  longer 
have  to  hunt  so  carefully  for  your  wild 
flowers.  The  brown  fields  where  the. 
Mavflowers  opened  are  turning  green, 
the  woods  are  springing  with  under- 
iirowth,  and  on  everv  side  little  buds  are 

so  early  as  the  first  hepaticas  and  Mayflowers,    opening,  white  petals  spreading  to  the  sun,  fuller 

you  wiil  find,  in  rather  damp  places  on  the  side     and  richer  every  day  as  the  spring  comes  on. 

of  a  gully,  or 

on   a  wooded 

l)ank  by  some 

brooklet,     the 

dog's-tooth 

violet      {F'i'y- 

thro  n  i  11  m 

Ami-ricanum, 

lily  family).  It 

is  an   exceed- 
ingly "  local  " 

flower ;       that 

is,     you     may 

find    a    patch 

in  a  particular 

wood,  and  not 

again  within  a 

circle  of,  say, 

ten  miles ;  but 

where  you  do 

find  it  you  will 

see  it  covering 
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ON    THE   HILLS  AND   IN    THE  VALLEYS. 

Ci.i.Mm.Nc;  the  hillside  some  young  folks  I 
know  are  always  "  first  and  foremost."  Though 
the  party  number  a  hundred  or  more,  there  will 
always  be  two  or  tln-ee  boys  or  girls  (and  quite 
as  frequently  the  girls)  foremost  to  reach  the 
summit  of  the  hill  or  the  top  of  the  ledge. 

So  it  is  with  the  flowers.  Myriads  are  com- 
ing, but  only  a  very  few  kinds  lead  the  way. 

Among  the  earliest,  and  often  farthest  up 
on  the  ledgy  hillside,  are  the  white-hearts,  or 
Dutchman's-breeches,  as  they  are  commonly 
called.  How  dainty  are  the  heart-shaped 
blossoms  and  lace-like  leaves!  Then  in  some 
crevice  of  the  rock,  also  growing  on  a  deposit 
of  rich  leaf-mold,  we  find  the  vigorous  and 
beautiful  "rock-breaker"  saxifrage.  Near  by, 
or  farther  down  on  the  hillside,  are  the  blood- 
roots,  that  have  been  well  protected  in  their 
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Jf  aJI  the  months  that  fill  theveap. 
Give   April'^  month  to  me, 
R.  r  or  earth  and  skv  ai^  tlien  so  filled 
fr-t"]/   ^^itl^    5wcet_  varietv." 


SPICK-BUSH. 
(BEYOND    THE    DI.OODUOOTS. ) 


SAXIKKAGE. 


WHITE-HEARTS. 


NA'IL'RK    AND    SCIKNCK    FoR    VOUNG     FOLKS. 


553 


^vhitish-gree^  leaf-cloaks.  They  bloom  in  a 
warm  spring  day,  l)Ut  their  loveliness  of  white 
is  sliort-livcd  — for  the  petals  soon  fal 
All  white,  all  dainty,  frag- 


The  spici.-bu!.li  tli.it  IS  in  IjIooii,  bclurc  the  leaves  appear — "the 
earliest  of  our  floral  shrubber)'."  Note  the  Proniethea  cocoon 
hanging  to  a  twig.  Whn  will  tell  us  about  this  cocoon  and  the  moih, 
also  about  an  interesting  butterfly  larva  associated  with  the  spice- 
bush  ? 

ile,  and  beautiful.  Strange,  is  n't  it,  that  in 
the  advance  of  the  "  floral  army  "  nature  puts 
such  apparently  delicate  flowers  in  the  front 
ranks,  and  often  on  the  exposed  bleak  hillside, 
to  withstand  the  storms  and  cold  nights  of  early 
spring? 

Just  beyond  the  bloodroots  is  pictured,  as  is 
so  often  seen  on  hillside  and  in  the  valley,  the 
yellowish  bloom  of  the  spice-bush,  that  gives  the 
leafless  twigs  a   fuzzy   appearance   in  the   dis- 


tance, as  in  oiir  illustration.  It  is  the  earliest 
of  our  floral  shrubbery.  \'ery  pleasing  to  the 
sight  are  the  beautiful  flowers  when  all  other 
shrubs  are  nearly  barren  f)f  flowers  c)r  even 
opening  buds.  lM|ually  attractive  to  taste 
and  smell  is  the  aromatic  spicery  «jf  bloom 
and  bark. 

Down  in  the  little  pools  of  the  marsh  are 
peepers,  turtles,  frogs,  and  salamanders.  In 
the  foreground  our  artist  has  represented 
one  of  the  spring  peepers,  that  has  mark- 
ings on  the  back  somewhat  in  the  outline  of 
an  X.  Will  some  of  our  young  folks  tell 
us  what  is  the  call  of  this  one,  and  also  of 
the  other  spring  peeper,  the  one  with  a  mot- 
tled back?  I'lease  to  do  a  little  sharp-eyed 
seeing  and  careful  hearing.  I  think  you 
will  find  it  a  greater  pleasure  t(j  di.scover  this 
for  yourself  rather  than  to  read  about  it.  Also 
note  carefully  the  change  in  appearance  of  one 
of  the  frogs  while  making  its  call.  AVhich  one 
is  the  best  climber,  often  seen  on  a  withered 
rush  far  above  the  water?  One  naturalist  says 
that  he  found  this  agile  climber  in  a  tulip-tree 
sixty    feet    from    the    ground 

On    yonder    log    is    our 
beautiful  painted  turtle. 
Please  keep  on 
the  lookout 
for  the 
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earliest  appearance  of  turtles.  Tell  us  which 
kind  you  fuid  first  this  year,  and  the  place  where 
you  saw  it. 

Spotted  salamanders  (one  is  shown  on  the  log 
in  the  rear  of  the  turtle)  are  not  very  plentiful, 
but  you  may  find  one.  Some  naturalists  claim 
that  the  red  salamander  (and  perhaps  others) 
has  a  voice.  Watch  and  listen.  That  's  the 
way  for  us  to  decide  the  question.  Wc  all  want 
to  know  positively,  for  there  are  many  different 
opinions. 

THE   HERALDS  OF  SPRING. 

You  all  are  familiar  with  the  story  of  the 
"  midnight  ride  of  Paul  Revere,"  who  was 

Ready  to  ride  and  spread  the  alarm 
Through  every  Middlesex  village  and  farm, 
For  the  country-folk  to  be  up  and  to  arm. 

How  those  people  "yg  •- 
who  heard  his  calls 
must  have  been 
thrilled  with  readi- 
ness for  even  war,  if 
necessary,  to  meet 
the  advance  of  the 
British.  Almost 

equally  thrilling, from 
anature-lover'sstand- 
point,  are  the  wild 
cries  of  the  "  spring 
alarm  "  through  mid- 
night and  daylight 
too. 

Honk,  honk,  honk, 
honk,  honk !  is  the 
"  peculiarly  metallic, 
clangorous  sound  "  of  the  wild 
geese,  and  their  alarm  may  truthfully  be 
translated  :  "  Spring  is  coming!  Be  up  and 
out,  country  young  folks  and  city  young 
folks,  ready  for  all  the  wonderful  advances 
of  spring." 

"  I  can't  tell  what  emotions  these  migratory 
birds  awaken  in  me— the  geese  especially,"  says 
Burroughs.  "  One  seldom  sees  more  than  a 
flock  or  two  in  a  season,  and  what  a  spring 
token  it  is!  It  is  like  the  passage  of  a  victori- 
ous army.  No  longer,  inch  by  inch,  does  spring 
come,  but  these  geese  advance   the  standard 


across  zones  at  one  pull.  How  my  desire  goes 
with  them!  How  something  in  me,  wild  and 
migratory,  plumes  itself  and  follows  fast!  " 

What  boy  or  girl,  hearing  these  strange,  ex- 
citing alarms  of  the  feathered  heralds  of  spring, 
does  not  long  to  follow  them?  The  cries  are 
weird,  mysterious,  and  unusual.  Thoreau  com- 
pares them  to  "  a  clanging  chain  drawn  through 
the  heavy  air."  He  adds  :  "  I  saw  through  my 
window  some  children  looking  up,  and  I  knew 
at  once  that  the  geese  were  in  the  air.  It  is 
always  an  exciting  event.  The  children,  in- 
stinctively aware  of  its  importance,  rushed  into 
the  house  to  tell  their  parents.  .  .  .  It  is  re- 
markable how  these  large  objects,  so  plain  when 
your  vision  is  rightly  directed,  may  be  lost  in 
the  sky  if  you  look  away  for  a  moment." 

The  wild,  or  Canada,  geese  fly  northward  in 
March  and  April,  and  return  in  the  autumn  to 
their  winter  homes,  from  New  Jersey  southward 
to  New  Mexico. 

Will  our  young  folks  please  make  sketches 
of   any    flocks    they   may    see,    showing   how 

, they  are  arranged,  and   state   the  num- 

ber  in   each  broken   or  straight 

line,   or,  if   the   body 

of  fliers  is  V-shaped, 

state  the  number  in 

each  side? 


Ji 
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CLUMP  OF   DEAD    LEAVES   ON    THE 
BLACKBERRY    BRIERS 

"DON'T  GO   TOO    FAST!" 

"  What  are  briers  good  for,  anyway?  "  you 
inquire  as  we  are  struggling  througli  a  thicket, 
anil  you  stop  to  disentangle  your  clothing  from 
a  mesh  of  smilax  (or  greenbrier,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called). 

From  the  standpoint  of  the  plant,  the  botanist 
would  tell  us  that  "  the  presence  of 
spines,  thorns,  and  prickles  as  well 
as  rough  hairs  upon  the  stems  and 
leaves  is  mainly  protective."  Surely 
the  sharp  points  at  least  discourage 
the  attacks  of  animals,  thus  aiding 
in  the  growth  of  the  plant.  This  is 
especially  well  recognized  in  the  case 
of  the  various  varieties  of  prickly 
cacti  and  other  plants 
of  the  desert  regions. 

But  the  briers  often /y,^ 
render    an    important 
service  to  young  observers  by  catch- 
ing and  holding  them,  whereby  at- 
tention may  be  attracted  to  some- 
thing of  interest  that  would  otherwise 
have  been  overlooked.      Dr.   Long 
told  you,  in  the  February  num- 
ber, of   the    disadvantages  of 
going  through  the  woods  too 
noisily.      It   is   also   important 
that  you  should  not  go  too  fast. 
Now,  let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
find   a    beneficial    side   of    the 
annoying  briers.      Let  them  be 
to  you  reminders  of  the  good 
advice :    "  Don't  go  too  fast." 


"  1    wonder  wiiy  that  clump  of  leaves  is  still 

clinging    to  the  blackberry  briers?  "     That  's 

it.     The  briers  held  you  till 

m-Prf^^''^      J   .^^-f^        ^    "  ^*^^^^^^    ^^c    "'ant    to 
^f^^^ -^^^"^      ^     know"    took    your    atten- 

"A    :.>  yi>y  y'.'-J^:^ X    :-^  ^'       ammation  shows  how 

the  mass  is  bound  to- 
gether and  to  the  main 
stalk  by  the  silk-like 
threads  made  by  some 
caterpillar  last  autumn. 
In  a  curled  leaf  with  others  bound  around  it 
we  find  the  cocoon. 

There  's  a  bright  side  even  to  the  briers! 
They  hold  us,  and  the  spirit  of  "  because  we 
want  to  know "  causes  our  knowledge  and 
interest — yes,  even  entertainment  —  to  grow. 
Every  time  we  see  (and  feel,  too!)  the  briers, 
we  will  be  reminded  that  we  can't  know  to 
best  advantage  if  we  go  too  fast.  Carefully  see 
things,  rather  than  carefullv  look  at  them. 


THE    THORNS   ON    A    WILD    ROSE-BUSH 


THE    SMILAX    AS    IT    APPEARS    IN 
EARLY    APRIL. 


moss  on  north  side  of  trees. 

Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  People  say  %ve  can 

find  which  way  north  is,  in  the  woods,  by 

the  moss   which  grows   on   the  trees.     Why 

does  the  moss  grow  on  that  side  of  the  tree 

whicli  is  toward  the  north? 

Jesse  Jericho. 

The  growth  of  moss  on  trees  is  not 
confined,  in  all  cases,  to  the  north,  but 
moss  is  usually  most  abundant  and 
greenest  on  that  side  of  the  tree,  even 
if  there  is  some  on  the  south  side. 

In  order  to  grow  and  multiplv, 
mosses  need  to  be  supplied  with  water. 
Even  those  growing  on  the  dry  soil  or 
on  rocks  are  wet  by  rains,  melting 
snows,  and  moist  winds.  The 
mosses  growing  on  tree-trunks 
grow  best  on  the  places  where 
they  receive  the  most  moisture 
and  can  keep  it  the  longest.  Of 
course  the  north  side  of  a  tree- 
trunk,  lieing  always  shaded,  stays 
moist  longer  than  that  part  of 
the  tree  which  is  soon  dried  by 
the  sun  after  a  rain. 
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JUMPING  INSECTS  ON  THE  SNOW. 

MdMKRKY,  Mass. 
Dkar  St.  Nicholas:  I  noticed  in  the  footprints  .ind 
depressions  in  the  snow  little  black  specks  that  I  thought 
were  soot.  Hut  when  I  looked  closer  I  saw  that  they 
were  alive  and  squirming,  and  every  little  while  one 
would  jump.  When  I  went  on  a  little  farther  I  could 
have  gathered  them  up  by  the  cupful  at  a  time.  It 
looked  as  if  some  one  had  taken  a  pailful  of  soot  and 
thrown  it  out  on  the  snow.  The  horse-tracks  were  full 
of  them,  and  even  the  little  rabbit-tracks  were  full.  The 
snow  just  there  was  sprinkled  with  them,  but  down  in 
the  woods  there  were  none.  The  weather  had  been 
very  cold,  but  yesterday  it  was  mild  and  the  snow  was 
thawing.  We  looked  at  the  little  things  under  tlie  mi- 
croscope, and  the  drawing  I  have  made  is  as  nearly  like 
one  of  them  as  I  can  make  it.  We  have  never  seen  any- 
thing of  the  kind  before,  and  would  like  to  know  if  you  can 
tell  us  what  they  are  and  how  they  jump.  We  could  not 
find  out.  They  seem  to  shrivel  quickly  when  brouglit 
into  the  house.  This  is  our  first  winter  in  the  I>erk- 
shires,  but  the  neighbors  say  that  tliese  little  insects  are 
common  here,  and  they  say  that  they  came  down  with 
the  snow  ;  but  that  cannot  be. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Lucia  K.  Hicks  (age  lo). 

These  insects  are  evidently  one  of  the  many 
kinds  of  the  family  Thysaiiura,  or  "  snow-fleas." 
They  are  quite  common  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  country.  They  live  under  dead  leaves,  in 
the  chinks  of  bark,  or  down  in  the  moss,  and 
upon  a  warm  day,  especially  in  the  spring,  they 
come  upon  the  snow.  They  are  also  often  seen 
on  the  surface  of  the  pools  of  water.  They 
have  no  wings,  but  can  run  fast  or  jump  very 
far.  They  have  a  springing  apparatus  on  the 
under  side  of  the  body.  Of  one  kind  Profes- 
sor Comstock  says,  speaking  of  this  apparatus 
for  springing:  "This,  when  suddenly  straight- 
ened, throws  the  insect  high  in  the  air  and 
several  feet  away.  This  action  is  like  a  spring- 
l)oard  jump,  only 
these  little  fellows 
always  carry  their 
sjiring-boards  with 
ihem,  and  have  thus 
won  the  name  of 
springtails."  The 

right-hand  figure  of 
the  accompanying  il- 
lustration is  a  picture 
of  the  form  sketched 

TWO  OF  THE    MANV  FORMS  OP   SNOW-    ^>'     ^'^^     ^^'"^^^^    ^f     thiS 
FLEAS    KNOWN    AS   SPRINGTAILS.         IctteT. 


THE    BLUEBIRD. 


bluebirds  call  us  outdoors. 

Great  Harrington,  Mass. 
Dear    St.    Nicholas:    I    noticed    something    last 
sprinc  which  interested  /^'    >-, 

me  very  much.      In   an  / 

old  cherry  stump  in  our 
yard  there  have  been  two 
little  bluebirds.  I  have 
watched  them  flyint; 
back  and  forth  to  the 
stump,  in  which  there  is 
an  old  woodpecker  hole. 
They  seem  to  take  turns 
in  going  in,  for  one  bird 
goes  in  and  the  other 
one  waits  till  it  comes 
out,  then  he  goes  in.  I 
have  taken  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  them,  and  I  think  all  the  young  folks  would 
be  interested  if  they  could  see  them. 
Yours  truly, 

Ethel  E.  Selkirk  (age  13)^). 

The  coming  of  the  bluebirtis  in  March  al- 
ways creates  or  increases  a  desire  to  be  out 
of  doors.  Even  if  there  is  a  little  snow  here 
and  there,  on  sunny  days  they  musically  tell  us 
that  tni-al-ly,  tni-a/-lv,  tru-al-ly  spring  is  here. 

WATCHING  THE   LITTLE   PLANTS  GROW. 

A  LITTLE  over  a  year  ago,  several  boys  and 
girls  in  a  school-room  showed  ine  their  work  in 
germinating  seeds.  By  the  method  so  famihar 
to  all  our  young  folks,  they  had  put  various 
kinds  of  seeds  between  layers  of  wet  cotton,  or 
in  sawdust  and  in  soil,  and  then  set  the  dish, 
or  tumbler,  or  flower-pot  containing  the  little 
farm  in  a  warm  place. 

"  I  wish  you  could  have  been  here  a  day  or 
two  ago ;  they  don't  look  so  well  now,"  apolo- 
getically explained  one  of  the  young  folks. 
"They  were  very  interesting  and  pretty  when 
the  little  plants  started  to  grow,  but  they  soon 
died  down."  (And,  indeed,  I  must  admit  that 
the  tangled  mass  of  little  plants,  some  partly 
dead,  some  dried  on  the  edge  of  the  dish,  some 
in  places  too  wet,  or  decaying  or  moldy, — and 
some  of  the  dishes  even  emitting  a  bad  odor 
from  the  decay, — did  not  prove  very  attractive.) 

"  The  little  plants  died  as  soon  as  they  had 
used  up  all  the  food  stored  in  the  seeds,"  was 
explained.  And  then  it  occurred  to  me  that 
what  these  young  folks  and  all  others  need  in 
order  most  conveniently  to  see  the  seeds  sprout, 
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and  the  little  plants  grow,  anil  continue  to  grow,     these  tablets  on  page  557  of  Nature  and  Science 
is  some  method  of  feeding,  so   that   the  little     for  Ajjril,  1901,  and  made  this  offer: 


j)lants  will  grow 
—  will  grow  any- 
moist,  warm,  and 
soil  we  can't  see 
in  the  water  or 
nothing  to  eat. 
get  the  chemical 


A  l)u.\  containing  about   tliirty  of  llicsc  lal)lct.s,  witli 
complete  directions  for  use,  will  he  mailed  to  any  pupil 


I.  Sunflower  seeds  germinating  and  growing  between  the  scales 
of  a  spruce-ciine. 

2  Oats  in  lamp  chimney,  between  the  glass  and  the  black  cloth 
wound  around  a  roll  of  cotton.  The  endeavors  of  the  little  plants  to 
grow  to  the  top  are  very  interesting. 

3.  Beans  in  a  glass  jar  arranged  in  same  manner  as  the  oats.  All 
kept  moist  by  the  tablet  solution. 

and  put  it— but  right  here  an  idea  came  to  me. 
In  the  botanical  laboratories  of  the  universities 
the  professors  and  students  use  a  mi.xture  of 
chemicals  dissolved  in  water.  One  such  mix- 
ture, devised  by  Professor  Sachs,  of  Germany, 
is  called  the  "  Sachs  solution."  But  then  a 
difficulty  p-re.sented  itself.  It  will  be  inconve- 
nient for  our  young  folks  to  go  to  a  chem- 
ist and  get  all  of  these  mi.xed  in  as  small  quan- 
tity as  each  will  desire.  And  then  another  idea. 
Have  a  large  quantity  put  into  tablets  so  that 
two  will  be  just  right  for  a  pint  of  water.  Then 
it  will  be  like  diluting  condensed  milk  and  feed- 
ing the  baby  plants,  and  continuing  till  they 
are  full  grown-ups. 

So,  to  encourage  the  young  people  in  feed- 
ing and  continuing  the  life  of  the  young  plants 
from  the  germinating  seeds,  I  e.xplained  about 


even  if  not  in  soil 
where  if  only  kept 

well   fed.      In   the     or  teaclKT  upon  receipt  of  six  cents,  the  cost  of  preparing 
tlie    entire    plant  ;      the  tablets,  box,  packing,  and  postage, 
cotton   they  have 

If  we  could  onlv  '^^^'^  ^^^^^  ^^''^  holds  good,  for  Nature  and 
food  from  the  soil  Science  will  keep  a  supply.  Please  show  this 
offer  to  your  teacher  or  parent.  Three  prizes 
for  best  observations  and  descriptions  were 
offered.  In  accord  with  these  offers,  about 
twenty  thousand  tablets  were  mailed  to  young 
folks  in  all  parts  of  the  country.  Many  excel- 
lent observations  were  received,  and  the  award 
of  prizes  was  made  on  page  81  of  Nature  and 
Science  for  November,  1901. 

Extracts  from  a  few  of  these  letters,  and  the 
accompanying  illustrations,  show  a  few  of  the 
methods  for  convenient  observation  and  study, 
or  for  novelty  and  amusement. 

luxuriant  growth  on  a  piece  of  tufa. 

Annside,  Westmorfxand,  Enclani). 
Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  am  sending  you  a  drawing  of 
a  nasturtium  growing  on  a  piece  of  tufa.      I  have  noticed 
a  good  many  things  about  it,  as  follows  :   The  first  two 
leaves  come  in  pairs,  but  the  others 
come    any    way.      The    stem    is 
lighter  in  color  than  the  rest  of 
the  plant,   and  does  not  come  to 
the  edge  of  the  leaf,  but  nearly  in 
the    middle.     The   leaf    has 
nine  ribs    in    it,   all  of  them 
coming  to  where  the  stem 


N.ASTIRI  lU.MS    GROWING   O.N    TUFA. 


joins  the  leaf,  where 
there  is  a  white  spot. 
Sometimes  the  stems 
look  as  though  one  had 
taken  a  pen  filled  with 
red  ink  and  made  little 

scratches  all  the  way  down  on  the  side  which  faces  the 
sun.  All  the  leaves  face  the  sun.  Some  of  them  are 
outlined  with  a  black  line,  the  first  two  or  three  leaves 
generally.  The  roots  are  like  a  number  of  thick,  dirty 
colored  threads,  not  tapering,  and  all  branching  off  the 
niain  stem.  The  leaves  are  nearly  round,  and  have  a 
rather  peculiar  odor  which,  I  think,  is  refreshing. 
Your  faithful  reader, 

Gertride  CRf)Si,ANi)  (age  15). 

NOVEL  growth  on  TOADSTOOLS. 

Worce.ster,  -Mass. 
DiAK  Sr.  Nicholas:  After  inventing  my  method,  I 
began  to  sprout  or  germin.ite  seeds.      I  used  a  member 
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of  tlic  fungi  family  coninioiily  called  a  toadstool.  It 
grows  in  rich  soil  in  nioisl  and  shady  places,  and  thouyli 
some  kimls  are  seen  in  the  fields  and  pas- 
tures, they  are  short-lived,  as  they  (juickly 
wither  under  the  hot  rays  of  the  sun.  Tlic 
toadstool  which  I  used  was  found  growing 
among  the  hushes  in  a  swampy  place,  and 
was  about  the  size  of  a  twenty-five-cent 
jiiece.  I  placed  it  in  a  cup  of  water,  and 
the  next  morning  I  was  surprised  to  find 
that  it  had  absorbed  the  water  and  increased 
to  twice  its  size  of  the  night  before.  I  now  filled  a  small 
cup  with  rich  soil,  and  on  top  of  this  soil  I  placed  a  layer 
of  moss,  in  which  I  endiedded  the  roots  of  the  toadstool. 
Then  I  scattered  some  grass  and  clover  seed  up  under  the 
roof,  or  cap,  and  on  the  top  of  the  toadstool.  The  seeds 
soon  commenced  to  swell,  became  green,  and  four  days 
from  the  time  the  seeds  were  planted  they  began  to  burst 
open  and  send  forth  a  tiny  shoot  of  grass.  Each  morn- 
ing and  night  I  fed  the  roots  with  the  solution  made  from 


[Al'UlL, 


■    '     •  '  •'■■       :- r,.  ,1  1  I  ,  ,   ■,  I    MINI.     IIKI)    (■\'l-_l;    A     I  [  M- 

fll.l  K.  HIE  Kunis  lASS  IHKOLGH  THli  MKSHES,  SO  THAT  THE 
PLANTS  FEED  ON  THE  TABLET  SOLUTION,  WITH  WHICH  THE  TUM- 
bLER    IS    KEPT    FILLED. 

tablets.  r)ccasionaIly  I  moistened  the  roots  of  the  toad- 
stool to  keep  its  cap  damp,  thus  making  a  moist  bed  in 
which  the  seeds  could  sprout.  As  the  shoots  grew,  one 
end  pointed  toward  the  moss,  and  finally  rooted  in  it, 
while  the  other  end,  which  bore  the  seed,  grew  upward. 
A  short  time  after  I  noticed  that  the  little  brown  jacket 
which  inclosed  the  seed  had  split,  and  it  soon  fell  ofT, 
leaving  two  tiny  leaves.  The  spears,  which  had  been 
white,  now  became  yellow  and  later  green.  The  clover 
seed  sprouted  rather  slowly,  but  the  grass  seed  flourished 
and  kept  increasing  in  growth  until  the  load  became 
too  heavy  for  the  toadstool  to  bear. 
Yours  very  truly, 

Do.NALU  D.  Si.MONDs  (age   15). 

In  tills  case  it  seems  probable  that  the  plants 
may  have  taken  some  food  from  the  toadstool 
itself,  but  they  were  not  compelled  to  do  so. 

The  grass  plants,  fed  by  the  solution,  would 


OATS,  COKN,  HEANS,  H'PINES,  AND  SQUASH  GROWING  IN  SAW- 
DUST  IN    A    DRIPriNG-PAN,  AND    FED    BY    THE    TABLET    SOLUTION. 

have  grown  luxuriantly  if  they  had  been  on  a 
mesh  of  fine  wire,  in  shape  of  the  toadstool, 
instead  of  on  the  toadstool  itself. 

ON   EXCELSIOR,   AND  ON  CARDBOARD. 

Wattituck,  N.  Y. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  planted  a  number  of  sweet- 
peas  out  of  doors,  and  at  the  same  time  I  put  a  few  seeds 
on  some  excelsior  in  a  saucer  and  kept  them  wet.  In 
about  a  week  the  little  seeds  had  burst  and  a  tiny  shoot 
had  come  out.  This  I  later  found  to  be  the  stalk.  In 
a  short  time  the  little  root  sprang  from  the  opposite  side. 
After  I  saw  the  seeds  had  really  begun  to  grow  I  put 
them  on  cotton  in  a  tumbler  containing  the  tablet  solu- 
tion, and  there  they  stayed  for  about  a  month.  The 
roots  seemed  to  grow  very  quickly,  and  they  went  right 
through  the  cotton.  Leaves  came  on  the  stalk,  and  it 
became  too  big  for  the  tumbler.  I  then  moved  them  into 
a  jar,  and  put  up  strings  by  a  western  window  in  my 
room  for  the  growing  tendrils  to  catch  hold  of.  I  re- 
moved the  cotton  when  I  put  them  in  the  jar,  in  order  to 
see  them  better,  and  I  do  not  think  it  made  any  differ- 
ence to  them. 

I  measured  the  plants  to-day.  I  have  now  two  grow- 
ing.    One  measured  twenty-four  inches  from  the  root 


LUXURIANT   GROWTH    OF    THE    PLANTS    IN    THE    DRIPPING-PAN, 
AS   THEY    APPEARED   TWO    WEEKS    LATER. 
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up,  and  its  root  was  one  lialf  as  long;  wliilc  the 
other  was  sixteen  inches,  and  its  roots,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  other  plant,  were  about  half  of  its 
length.  Probably  others  who  have  started  plants 
can  report  much  better  growth  than  tliis.  I  know 
that  sweet-peas  need  plenty  of  water  and  sun,  and 
though  these  always  had  the  water,  I  am  afraid 
they  have  not  had  nearly  as  much  sun  as  they 
might  have  had. 

Then  I  started  some  radish  seed.  I  put  a  cir- 
cle of  stiff  paper  in  a  glass  of  water  (on  top  of  the 
water),  the  circle  exactly  fitting  the  glass,  and 
jilaced  the  seeds  on  that.  Tliey  germinated,  and 
I  removed  them,  paper  and  all,  into  the  solution  so  that 
the  roots  went  right  through  little  holes  tiiat  I  had 
punched  in  the  paper. 

My  sister  and  I  enjoy  your  department  in   the  Si'. 
NlCHOL.\s  so  much.     Yours  very  truly, 

Virginia   C.  Cravkn  (age  13). 

on  the  mossy  lichen  (usnea). 

Long  Branch,  Washington. 
Dear  St.  Xichoi.as:  I  took  a  piece  of  the  dry,  gray, 
mosslike  lichen  that  hangs  from  the  limbs  of  trees,  and 
placed  it  in  a  pan  of  wa- 
ter.    Then    I    scattered     ff'f^p 
timothy    seed    over    the 
surface    of    the    moss. 
The  seeds  swelled  slow- 
ly for  about  a  week,  an 


These  plnnts  are  grnwins  in  a  ca^e  made 
black  cloth,  as  explained  under  previous  cut. 


CLOVER. 

f  glass,  cotton  batting,  and 


BEANS  PLA.NTED  AT  DIFFERENl  IlMfc.>,  ISKTUEKN  1  W(J  SIKII'S 
OF  GLASS  HELD  APART  BY  A  PIECE  OF  WOOD  BETWEEN  THE  ENDS. 
AROINU  THE  HACK  STRIP  IS  WOIND  BLACK  CLOTH,  COVERING  A 
LAYER  OF  COTTON  BATTING  ON  THE  INNER  SIDE  OF  THE  STRIP. 
FED   BY   THE   SOLUTION. 

finally   burst,    and    out   came   the   little    plants.      They 
looked  like   one   green    blade  with   a   little   white   top. 
Hut  that  soon  parted,  and  the  two  real  blades  appeared. 
In  the  meantime  the  roots  had  twined  into  the 
moss  fibers. 

Kathkkinic  L.  BiKi-L  (age  12). 

persistent  care  with  nasturtiums. 

Sckanton,  La. 
Dear  Sr.  Nicholas:  I  raised  some  nastur- 
tiums. I  put  them  in  the  plant  food  in  little 
tins,  and  put  blotting-paper  on  the  bottom. 
Some  of  the  roots  had  just  begun  to  come 
out.  I  will  tell  you  how  it  looked.  First  you 
could  just  see  a  part  of  the  roots  come  out. 


and  how  they  pressed  the  sliell  away.  They  were  wliite 
and  \ery  tender  and  had  little  leaves  coming  out  of 
tliem.  \'ou  could  see  how,  day  by  day,  they  g<jt  bigger. 
I  kept  feeding  them  with  the  food,  and  they  were  always 
as  fresh  as  ever.  In  three  days  they  were  three  and  one 
half  inches  high.  I  then  put  them  in  a  big  glass,  because 
they  would  fall  over  in  the  little  tins. 
Yours  very  truly, 

I^RNEST  Gi.ooR  (age  10). 

[This  is  the  first  part  of  a  letter  of  eleven  pages  giving 
careful  measurements  of  stem  and  leaves  day  by  day. 
Accompanying  the  letter  were  a  sketch  and  bo.\  of  speci- 
mens of  the  ]ilants  at  various  stages  of  growth. — Eu.J 

By  this  artificial  feeding  we  can  thus  grow 
plants  to  full  size,  so  that  even  the  tiny  root 
libers  are  seen  at  any  time.  We  also  find  it  very 
entertaining  to  invent  novel  methods.  So  long 
as  the  roots  can  be  kept  supplied  with  the  food, 
plants  may  be  grown  anywhere,  even  on  top 
of  a  rock,  from  sand,  shot,  beads,  bits  of  col- 
ored glass,  etc.  All  these  methods  especially 
attract  our  attention  on  account  of  the  nov- 
elty, but  our  young  folks  should 
not  limit  their  observations  to 
such  methods,  ^^'here  it  is  possi- 
ble, also  grow  the  plants  in  theii 
natural  manner  in  bo.xes  or  pots 
of  soil,  and  watch 
those  in  the  garden 
or  field  dav  In'  dnv. 


r 


BEANS  GROWN  ON  MOSQl'ITO-NETTING  OVER  THE  SOLUTION  IN  A  JAK. 
THEN  TAKEN  OCT  AND  PHOTOGRAPHED  WITH  THE  ROOTS- AGAINST  A  BLACK 
CARD   AND    UPPER    PART   AGAINST   A    WHITK    CARD 
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1902. 


"going  to  school 


THE    COTTAGE    FIRESIDE. 

BY  JANET    P.    DANA  (AGE    1 5). 

{Cash  Prize.) 
The  sun  has  set;  the  evening  shadows  fall; 
The  darkening  clouds  have  lost  their  rosy  glow ; 
'Mid  naked  boughs  the  winds  of  winter  blow; 
And  one  more  day  is  over  past  recall. 
\Vithin  the  cottage  darkness  covers  all, 
Save  where  the  living,  ruddy  embers  throw 
Weird,  moving  shades  upon  the  ceiling  low, 
And  strange,  uncertain  shadows  on  the  wall. 
A  burning  brand  falls  from  the  glowing  heap, 
And  twinkling  clouds  fly  up  the  chimney  dark ; 
The  window-panes  reflect  a  gleam  of  red 
Until  the  gloom  grows  deeper  and  more  deep. 
The  embers  fade,  and  from  a  lingering  spark 
\  sudden  flame  flares  bright — the  fire  is  dead! 


'I.N      DEKl'ESl    WINTER.  liV    ISABEL    11.   NOBLE,  AGE    17.       (GOLD    BADGE) 

5C0 


BY    ALLEN    G.    MILLER,    AGE    16.       (GOLD    BADGE.) 

Too  long,  both  sides  of  the  paper,  no  age,  no  name, 
no  address,  no  indorsement.  These  are  some  of  the 
reasons  why  some  very  good  poems  and  stories  do  not 
appear,  even  on  the  roll  of  honor,  this  month.  Colored 
ink  or  crayons,  wrong  subject,  no  age,  name,  address, 
or  indorsement,  these  are  reasons  why  certain  drawings 
were  laid  aside.  And  there  were  also  photographs,  puz- 
zles, and  puzzle-answers  that  fell  short  in  the  few  sim- 
ple requirements  that  have  been  adopted  as  league  rules. 
It  is  true  we  have  been  moving  along  and  progressing 
for  more  than  two  years,  but  we  have  n't  got  beyond 
the  rules  yet.  They  are  printed  each  month  on  the  last 
League  page,  so  that  whoever  competes  may  read,  and 
it  will  pay  to  take  this  trouble  each  month  before  begin- 
ning a  piece  of  work  that  may  mean  a  good  deal  more 
trouble  thrown  away  if  the  rules  are  not  followed. 

We  do  not  make  and  print  these  rules  to  give  mem- 
bers added  work,  but  to  teach  and  to  protect  those 
who  are  sincere  and  persevering  against  those  who  are 
careless  and  who  do  not  seek  to  be  fair.      Those  who 

succeed  and  who  con- 
tinue to  strive  when 
their  League  days  are 
over  will  thank  us  for 
these  precautions.  To 
prepare  work  properly 
and  to  see  it  properly 
printed  is  a  long  step 
toward  art  and  literary 
success. 


And  even  with  all 
our  jirecautions  we  are 
now  and  then  misled. 
Mow  many  times  must 
we  repeat  that  copied 
work  is  certain  of  de- 
tection, though  it  re- 
ceive the  indorsement 
of  trusting  parents  and 
jiasses  safely  through 
the  hands  of  the  editor, 
who  has  seen  but  a 
small  part  of  all  that 
has  been  printed  in  the 
world  ?      Behind    pa- 
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rents  and  editor  there  follows  a  niiglity  army  of  reutiers. 
Tlie  Leaj^uc  and  its  work  arc  of  the  greatest  interest  to 
tliem,  and  it  would  lie  just  ahout  as  easy  to  deceive  every 
one.of  this  countless  host  as  it  would  be  to  walii  tlirougli 
a  great  city  at  noomlay  invisible  to  every  eye.  In  the 
February  nund)er  the  drawing  "  Left  Over  from  C'lirist- 
nias  "  is  a  copy  from  a  drawing-hook.  Perhaps  the 
young  artist  had  not  carefully  read  the  rules  and  did 
not  know  that  his  work  must  not  be  taken  from  other 
pictures.  Vet  his  drawing  was  carefully  indorsed  as 
"original,"  and  if  he  did  not  know  what  that  means, 
perhaps  he  will  now  read  the  rules  very  carefully  and 
try  to  learn.  Letters  came  from  every  direction  two 
days  after  the  magazine  appeared,  some  containing  the 
picture  itself  as  it  had  appeared  elsewhere. 

Read  the  rules  I  Don't  copy!  Be  honest.  Win  if 
you  can,  fail  if  you  must,  but  tlon't  give  up  the  blessed 
comfort  of  having  lived  r.nd  worked  and  striven  honestlv. 

PRIZL-WLXXLRS, 
COMPETITION  No.  28. 

In  making  the  awards 
contributors'  ages  are  con- 
sidered. 

Verse.  Cash  prize,  Janet 
P.  Dana  (age  15),  la  Fifth 
Ave.,  New  Vork  City. 

Gold  badge,  Gertrude  L. 
Cannon  (age  15),  176th  .St., 
near  .\nthony  Ave.,  New 
Vork  City. 

Silver  badges,  Rose  C. 
Goode  (age  15),  Boydton, 
Va.,  and  John  Herschel 
North  (age  8),  Edgerton, 
Wis. 

Prose.  Cash  prize,  Julia 
W.  Williamson  (age  16), 
136  S.  23d  St.,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa. 

Gold  badges,  Horace  D. 
Lyon  (age  13),  91  Maple 
St.,  Englewood,  N.  J.,  and 
Ralph  Blackledge  (age  9), 
Caney,  Kan. 

Silver  badges,  Ida  B.  Jel- 
leme  (age  15),  62  Webster 
St.,  West  Newton,  Mass., 
and  Rufus  Rhodes  Ber- 
niann  (age  8),   loio  I  St.,  N.    W.,  Washington,   D.  C. 

Drawing,  (iold  badges,  .Vllen  G.  Miller  (age  16), 
134  Maple  .\ve.,  Dallas,  Tex.,  and  Mildred  L'urran 
Smith  (age  15),  4  Washington  Ave.,  .Schenectady,  N.  \'. 

.Silver  badges,  Rose  Kinney  (age  16),  23  Eagle  .St., 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  Maxwell  Wheat  (age  13),  CJeneva,  N.  V., 
and  Pearl  Stockton  (age  5),  169  Sumner  St.,  Bristol, 
Conn. 

PmotograI'IIV.  Gold  badges,  Isabel  H.  Noble 
(age  17),  168  Ruthven  St.,  Roxbury,  Mass.,  and  Fannie 
H.  Bickford  (age  15),  White  Hills^  Shelton,  Conn. 

Silver  badges,  Cameron  Squires  (age  12),  19  Summit 
Court,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  Mary  L.  French  (age  ll), 
the  Victoria,  Boston,  Mass. 

WlI.O-ANIMAI.      AND      BlRD     PlKH  iXlKArMY.         First 

prize,  "  Deer,"  by  Rolland  Conkey  (age  15),  Ft. 
Dodge,  Iowa.  Second  prize,  "  Opossum,"  by  Helen 
Lathrop  (age  12),  Dorranceton,  Luzerne  Co.,  Pa. 
Third  prize,  "  Night  Heron,"  by  Morgan  Hebard 
(age  14),  Thomasville,  Ga. 

Plzzi.k-makinc.    Gold  badges,  ?>ed  H.  Lahee  (age 


17),  152  Harvanl  St.,  Brooklinc,  Mass.,  and  Dorothy 
Caiman  (age  13),  127  West  Sist  St.,  New  Vork  City. 

Silver  badges,  F.  Tucker  Say  ward  (age  17),  490 
Columbia  Road,  Dorchester,  Mass.,  and  Ruth  Wales 
(age  12),   Hyde  Park,  N.  V. 

Pi/zi.K-ANswERS.  Gold  badge,  Edgar  Whitlock,  Jr. 
(•igc  13).  694  Putn;;m  .\ve. ,  Brooklyn,  N.  V. 

Silver  badge,  Allen  West  (age  15),  Lake  Mills,  Wis. 

ONE    RAINY    DAY. 

IIV  JUI.IA   W.    WILLIAMSON    (A(;E    i6). 

{Cas/i  Prize.) 

\Jl'  in  the  nursery  were  three  fretful  children,  for,  as 
it  was  a  rainy  day,  mother  had  forbidden  them  to  go 
out. 

Jack  was  stretched  out  on  the  floor,  trying  to  paint ; 
but   somehow   the  brush    would   n't   l,'o  riulit,   and  the 


'  IN    UEKI'EST    WINTKF. 


in     FANMi;    H.     lilCKKOKI),    MA. 


|)aints  seemed  to  be  bewitched,  and,  instead  of  looking 
l)right  and  pretty,  looked  watery  and  horrid. 

On  the  window-sill  sat  Jess  and  Jean,  and  the  gloomy 
weather  had  so  worked  upon  their  feelings  that  they, 
who  were  usually  such  good  friends,  were  now  danger- 
ously near  a  quarrel.  They  had  been  re-re.ading  an  old 
\olunie  of  Si.  Nicholas;  but  now  Jean  wanted  to  read 
one  story,  while  Jess  insisted  upon  reading  a  different  one 
—  in  their  struggles  it  seemed  in  ilanger  of  being  torn. 

At  last  Jean,  who  was  always  the  jieaceniaker,  chjsed 
the  book  and  called  upon  Jack  for  a  new  game.  Jack 
was  two  years  older  than  the  twins,  who  looked  up  to 
him  with  awe,  for  was  he  not  "jest  f)rful  bright,"'  aiul 
could  he  not  make  up  the  most  delightful  games? 

Jack  rolled  over,  and  then  got  up  slowly  from  the 
floor  anci  sauntered  o\er  to  his  sisters.  Suddenly,  as  he 
gazed  at  the  book  in  Jess's  lap,  he  had  an  inspiration. 

"Wait  a  niinutel"he  cried,  and  da.shed  off  to  the 
library,  to  return  in  a  few  minutes  carrying  pencils, 
paper,  and  two  volumes  of  Sr.  Nhjiiolas. 

"  Now,"  he  explained,  after  he  had  given  the  two  girls 
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pencil  and  paper  and  Jean  one  of  the  books,  "  open  your 
books  to  the  page  just  inside  the  cover.  There — w  here 
all  the  little  pictures  are.  Now  choose  your  picture  and 
write  a  little  story  about  it,  and  we  '11  try  to  guess  which 
picture  you  were  thinking  of." 

In  an  instant  three  heads  were  bent  and  three  pencils 
were  hurrying  over  the  papers.  Jean  was  the  first  to 
finish,  but  Jess  and  Jack  were  close  seconds. 


"  IN    DEEPEST    WINTER."       BY    MARY    L.    FRENCH,  AGE  II.        (SILVER    BADGE.) 


Then  the  guessing  was  such  fun.  Again  and  again 
was  this  new  game  played,  and  so  absorljed  were  the 
players  that  they  did  not  notice  that  the  rain  had  stopped 
and  the  sun  appeared  until  mother  came  into  the  room 
and  sent  them  out  into  the  siarden  for  a  run  before  tea. 


FIRESIDE    PICTURES. 

BY  GERTRUDE   L.  CANNON  (aGE    1 5). 
{Gold  Biuige.) 

The  sparks   fly  up   the  chimney  like  elfin  sprites  at 

play. 
The   great    logs   slied    a   genial    warmth  — a   light   as 

bright  as  day. 
The  wind  moans  o'er   the  housetops,  and  hark  I   the 

driving  rain 
In  fitful  gusts  is  dashing  against  the  window-pane. 

Before  the  cheerful  fireplace  there  sits  a  maiden  fair ; 

The  changing  light  is  gleaming  upon  her  golden  hair. 
"  What  see  you  in  the  dancing  flames?  Pray  tell  nre 
what  you  see." 

The  maiden  smiles,  but  moves  not,  and  thus  she  an- 
swers me : 

"  First  comes  a  gallant  warrior  upon  his  prancing  steed. 
And   then   a  chieftain  brave   and   bold,    who  doth  an 

army  lead  ; 
The  '  horsemen   and  the   footmen  '  are   filinfj  slowlv 

by- 
Now  they  are  gone.      Put  look!     I   see  a  bridal  train 

is  nigh! 


'  Tile  bridegroom  is  a  noble  king,  the  bride  a  stately 

queen  ; 
The  bravest  and  the  fairest   in  their  proud  train  are 

seen. 
But  now  they,  too,  are  fading.      See  how  they  glide 

away ! 
And  not  a  single  one  is  left  of  all  that  great  array!" 

Ah,  yes,  sweet  maid;  a  precept  grave  from  fire- 
folk  may  we  draw : 

All  things  on  earth  are  subject  to  Time's  un- 
changing law  ; 

All  things  must  change  and  pass  away ;  all 
earthly  ties  must  sever  : 

But  do  a  great  and  noble  deed,  and  lo,  it  lives 
forever! 

ONE    RAINY   DAY. 

EY   HORACE   I).    LYON    (.\GE   I3). 

{Go/d  Badge.) 
I  AM  a  little  puppy,  and  want  to  tell  you  about 
the  first  rain  I  ever  saw. 

For  two  months  after  my  birth  I  had  never 
been  outside  of  the  house  in  which  my  mistress 
lived.  On  almost  all  dark  days  I  would  hear 
some  one  say  that  it  was  raining,  but  I  did  not 
know  what  they  meant. 

But  one  day  I  heard  my  mistress  say  that  King 
Edward  was  reigning.  I  knew  that  a  king  was 
a  man,  because  my  mistress  had  read  to  me  about 
kings  and  explained  what  a  king  was.  Thus  it 
appeared  that  kings  reign. 

Not  long  after  this  I  heard  the  cook  say  that 

it  was  raining  "  cats  and  dogs."     So  cats  and 

dogs  reigned  as  well  as  men,  and  I  wondered  if 

I  should  ever  reign,  and  how  it  would  feel  if  I  did. 

One  day,  about  a  month  later,  I  was  standing  by  an 

open  door  when  I  saw  some  dark  clouds  in  the  west, 

which,  I  heard,  meant  rain,  and  I  wondered  whether  it 

was  going  to  rain  cats,  dogs,  or  men. 

I  thought  I  should  like  to  be  out  when  it  was  raining, 
so  I  walked  out  of  the  door.  I  shall  not  tell  you  how  it 
seemed  to  be  out  for  the  first  time.  I  lay  down  in  some 
soft  grass  quite  a  distance  from  the  house,  and  fell  asleep. 


■ 
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IN     DEEPEST    WINTER.  BY   CAMERON    SQUIRES,    AGE    12. 

(SILVER    BADGE.) 


1902.] 

I  was  awakened  by  soniethintJ 
cold  hitting  my  nose.  I  snapped 
at  a  leaf  near  by,  wliicli  I  supposeil 
had  struck  nie,  Imt  it  paid  no  at- 
tention to  nie.  Antither  cold  thing 
hit  me  on  my  back.  I'retty  soon 
they  began  to  liit  me  all  over,  and 
I  kept  jumping  about,  trying  ti> 
find  out  who  was  iloing  it.  At  last 
I  liecame  frightened,  and  stuck  ni\ 
tail  between  my  legs  and  ran  toi 
the  house,  the  cold  things  hitting 
me  as  hard  as  ever.  'I'lie  house 
seemed  a  long  distance  off,  and  by 
the  time  I  arrived  there  I  felt 
strangely  wet.  At  the  door  I  met 
my  mistress,  who  exclaimed : 
"  Why,  you  poor  little  doggy,  you 
've  been  out  in  the  pouring  rain!  " 

I  have  thought  a  good  deal  about 
rain  since,  but  have  not  yet  arrived 
at  a  conclusion. 
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]!V    Till-:    I-TKKSIDK. 

BY   JOHN    IIKKSCHEI.   NORTH    (.VGE    8). 

{Siha-  Boifgc.) 

I  l..\v  amid  the  firelight's  glow 

When  the  sun  was  set,  ami  the  flakes  of  snow 


"opossum."      BV    HELE.N    LATHROP,    AGE    12.       (SECOND    1  I:I.;i  , 
"WILD-ANIMAL    PHOTOGRAPH.") 

Were  flying  through  the  winter  air, 

And  the  hickory-trees  were  black  and  bare. 

No  signs  of  life  or  spring  were  seen 
Save  the  northern  pines  and  the  winter  green. 
I  heard  the  north  wind  blow  and  l)low 
When  I  lay  amid  the  firelight's  glow. 

I  heard  the  hoot-owl  scream  and  scream 
As  he  perched  above  the  frozen  stream. 
I  watched  the  trees  \\ave  to  and  fro 
As  I  lay  amid  the  firelight's  glow. 

ONE    KAINV    DAY. 

BY    RUKUS    RHODES  HERMANN   (.\r,K  8). 
{Siku-r  B,i</i,v.) 

I  WAS  drawing,  one  rainy  day,  at  our  country  home, 
when  I  heard  a  scream  from  my  younger  brother  I'las- 
tien,  so  I  ran  to  see  what  was  the  matter. 

"  Watch,"  my  bird-dog,  had  caught  a  little  lettuce-bird 
that  was  too  young  to  fly.      Bastien  was  trying  to  rescue 


it,  and  together  we,  with  some  dif- 
liculty,  freed  it.  We  took  it  uji- 
stairs  and  put  it  on  the  floor,  when 
tliejxior  little  thing  began  to(|uiver 
and  stretch  its  tiny  feet  out.  We 
thought  it  was  dying,  so  we  i)ut  it 
in  a  bo.x  lined  with  cotton,  and 
placed  the  l)o.\  on  a  balc(aiy  which 
opened  into  my  room.  Then  we 
left  it. 

When  we  went  to  look  at  the 
little  bird  again  we  found  that  it 
sas  not  dead.  Tiiat  evening  we 
Ifered  it  some  cracker-crumbs 
■  >aked  in  milk  and  put  on  atooth- 
ick.  To  our  great  delight,  it  took 
Mine.  Ne.xt  day  the  mother-bird 
lound  out  where  her  little  baby 
was.  She  brought  it  some  worms 
every  day.  It  was  such  a  pretty 
sight  to  see  the  little  bird,  when 
its  mother  was  at  all  tardy  in  bring- 
ing its  breakfast,  hop  out  f)f  its  box 
and  lini[)  around,  calling  for  her  until  she  came.  The 
mother-bird  continued  to  feed  her  young  one  in  this  way 
for  some  weeks  — until  it  grew  strong  enough  to  fly  away 
witli  her. 

When  the  little  bird  had  been  with  us  about  a  week  it 
was  afraid  of  none  of  us.  It  would  sit  on  the  backs  of 
our  rocking-chairs,  when  it  got  well,  and  chirp  to  us. 
1  am  sorry  to  say  that  its  leg,  where  Watch  liad  crushetl 
it,  never  got  entirely  we!!. 

If  this  little  bird  has  not  died  this  winter,  it  is  still 
living  its  free  and  happy  life.  Bastien  and  I  were  very 
fond  of  our  little  pet,  but  when  it  got  well  we  were  glad 
to  give  it  its  freedom. 


OUR   COZY    FIRESIDE. 

BY    WYNONAH   A.     HKEAZEAI.E  (AC.E    I4). 

Till',  day  is  done,  and  darkness  falls  from  the  wings 

of  night 
As  a  featlier  is  wafted  downward  from  an  eagle  in  its 

flight." 
Come,  I'olly,  i)Ut  the  kettle  on,  and  draw  the  curtains, 

dear. 
The  world  outside  is  robed  in  black  ;  the  winter  even- 
ing 's  drear. 
Heap    wood     upon    the 
brass  andirons,  ami  fill 
the  fireplace  wide. 
Now  that  it  's  dark,  we  "11 
gather  rounil 
Our 

Co/y 

Fireside. 

(>.\K   RAINY  DAY. 
Illustrated  Sketch. 
i;y  n)A  n.  jei.i.kme 
(ace  15). 
(Sihrr  Bai^gc-.) 
"  Some  days  must  be 
dark    and   dreary,"'    and 
this    day    the    rain    was 
pouring    down     in    tor- 
rents, and  the  road  was 
•    ,„.H,  H.K  •..  •  uv.MORGANHE-    turned   into   many   little 

IIARD.AGE  14.    (THIRD  PRIZE,  "WILD-  ,,  ,       ■' 

ANIMAL  PHOTOGRAPH.")  Hiuddy   strcamlcts. 
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BV    IDA    B.    JELLEME.       (SEE    STORY.) 


After  breakfast,  as  nothing  else  seemed  possible,  every 
one  assembled  in  the  sitting-room,  around  the  log  fire, 
with  sewing,  books,  and  games,  but  this  proved  very 
monotonous,  so  some  one  proposed,  as  the  rain  had 
subsided  a  little,  that  we  go  out  in  the  barn  and  have  a 
game  of  bean-bag.  (This  kind  of 
bean-bag  is  played  by  throwing  the 
bags  in  a  box  with  a  large  and  small 
hole,  and  keeping  a  score  of  the 
number  thrown  in,  the  large  hole 
counting  five  and  the  smaller  ten 
points.)  Every  one  agreed,  and  so, 
with  umbrellas  and  rubbers,  we 
crossed  the  road  to  the  barn,  placed 
the  box,  and  began  the  game. 

With  what  wonder  did  "Queenie" 
and  "Miss  Rye"  and  "Dorcas" 
and  "  Samson  "  witness  such  undig- 
nified proceedings!  How  the  chick- 
ens flew  to  a  place  of  safety!  And 
what  brilliant  throws  every  one  did 
make  into  the  holes  in  that  box!  A 
little  boy  of  three  years  made  him- 
self useful  by  picking  up  the  bags  ; 
but  when  one  of  the  ladies  neglected  to  thank  him  for 
bringing  them  to  her,  he  did  not  neglect  to  say,  "  Thank 
you,"  meaning  that  if  he  thanked  people  for  doing  him 
a  favor,  he  expected  them  to  thank  him  when  he  did 
them  a  favor. 

The  score  was  creeping  slowly  up  to  three  hundred, 
and  the  game  was  at  its  height,  when  (as  all  good  things 
must)  our  pleasure  ended  by  the  loud  peals  of  the  dinner- 
bell. 

By  this  time  the  sun  was  beginning  to  shine,  and  as 
we  returned  to  the  house  it  was  voted  that  on  another 
rainy  day  we  would  play  bean-bag  in  the  barn. 

BY   THE    HOME    FIRESIDE. 

HY    FLORENCE    L.    BAl.N    (AGE   l6). 

(.4  Gold  Badge  Winner.) 
TnK  night  hath  come  and  blotted  out  the  world 

With  all  its  strife  and  struggle,  all  its  pain. 
But  left  one  rosy  spot  where  fame  is  naught. 

Where  only  love  is  counted  loss  or  gain. 

Here  all  our  little  childish  discontents. 

The  petty  trials  of  a  care-filled  dav. 
Grow  dim  and  distant  'neath  the  bright  good  cheer. 

And,  as  the  melting  shadows,  fade  away. 

A  blessing  be  upon  the  dear  home  hearth, 

A  blessing  on  the  evening  fireside! 
Its  humble  games,  its  simple  tales  oft  told, 

Its  quiet  joys  let  those  who  will  deride. 
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The  world's  gay  scenes  grow  dull,  men's  loud  applause 
Froths  but  a  moment  and  is  gone,  as  foam. 

The  sweetest  hours  of  life  are  spent  beneath 
The  calm  and  holy  influence  of  home. 

AROUND   THE    FIRESIDE. 

liY   JOSIE    MOELLER   (AC.K    12). 

IIu,  ho,  north  wind,  thou  lusty  sire! 

I5eat  thou  against  the  window-pane. 
Thou  canst  blow  loud,  and  blow  in  vain ; 

We  heed  thee  not  around  the  fire. 

ONE    RAINY    DAY. 

KV    RALPH    BLACKLEDGE    (AGE  9). 

Illustrated  Sketch. 

{Gold  Badge.) 

The  most  beautiful  rainy  day  I  ever  saw  was  in  the 
Yosemite  Yalley.  We  had  started  away  at  about  3  :30 
P.  >L  We  had  gone  far  up  the  mountain  when  a  loud 
thunder-clap  startled  us,  for  it  was 
quite  clear  when  we  left  the  valley, 
tliough  it  looked  as  though  it  might 
rain  before  night.  And  it  was  quite 
clear  where  we  then  were.  But  far 
l)elow  us  the  great  pine-trees  were 
Ijending  and  tossing  in  the  wind,  and 
the  lightning  was  darting  through 
the  gray  and  purple  clouds  that  filled 
the  valley.  The  scene  was  all  below 
me.  The  rain  did  not  touch  me ; 
no,  not  a  bit. 

After  this  we  could  not  see  the 
lieautiful  falls  and  Merced  River, 
and  as  we  passed  Inspiration  Point, 
El  Capitan  faded  from  our  view. 
And  that  was  the  last  we  saw  of  the 
wonderful  Yosemite  Yalley — all  hid- 
den in  clouds  and  falling  rain. 


RALPH    BLACKLEDGE.       (SEE    STORY.) 


A    FIRESIDE    REVERIE. 
Illustrated  Poem. 

BY    ROSE    C.    GOODE  (AGE   1 5). 

{Silver  Badge. ) 

The  day  is  done  ;  the  rosy  flush 
Has  faded  from  the  western 

And  shrieking  in  the  dark  and 
cold. 
The  winter  wind  flies  by. 

What  matter?    A  bit  of  the  sun- 
light old 

Is   left  liehind  in  the  firelight's 
eold. 


The    day    is    done ;     the    rosy 

dreams 
Which  shone  so  fair  when  't 

was  just  begun 
Have    taken    wings    and    flown 

away  ; 
Flown    far   with    the    setting 

sun. 
What  matter?     New  dreams  as 

fairy  bright 
I  can  dream,  as  I  sit  in  the  red 

firelight. 


BY    FOSE    C.    GOODE. 
(SEE    POEM.) 
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ONE    RAINY    DAY. 

HY    ARIIUR    M.    |-.\NCI1KR   (A(;I'.    I4). 

Onk  hot,  sultry  day  in  July,  1S9-,  we  were  can)|)ing 
out  on  one  of  our  near-hy  liill.s.  The  morning  had  l)efn 
sunny  anil  hright,  hut  toward  noon  heavy  hlaek  elou<is 
ajipeared  in  the  west,  and  soon  had  overcast  the  sky. 
All  this  time  thunder  could  he  hear<l  rolling  overhead, 
and  bright  Hashes  of  lightning  could  he  seen. 

Soon  down  came  the  rain  in  sheets.  Its  drumming 
on  the  canvas  covering  over  our  heads  would  have 
been  very  pleasant,  for  we  were  as  snug  and  dry  as  if 
the  sun  was  shining,  had  it  not  been  for  the  incessant 
lightning  and  the  heavy  peals  of  thunder.  Presently  there 
was  a  blinding  flash  of  lightning,  and  almost  instantly  a 
tremendous  report.  In  a  few  minutes  another  flash 
with  the  accompanying  crash,  that  seemed  to  make  the 
hill  tremble,  and  soon  a  third,  causing  me  much  alarm. 

In  about  half  an  hour  the  first  fury  of  the  storm  had 
abated,  the  clouds  passing  east  over  the  valley.  Mother 
now  sent  me  out  to  put  a  pail  unilcr  a  convenient  place 
of  our  front  awning  to  catch  some  rain-water.  I  had 
hardly  put  my  foot  on  the  step  when  I  saw  a  large  ball 
of  fire  descending,  but  without  any  thunder  with  it.  It 
seemed  to  fall  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  so  near  that  I 
dropped  my  pail,  not  caring  to  see  whether  it  w  as  right 
or  wrong  side  up. 

I  ran  to  mother,  half  scared  and  half  excited.  \Ye  ran 
out,  and  saw  a  tongue  of  flame  shoot  up  through  a  thick 
smoke.  The  ball  of  fire  had  struck  a  barn,  and  in  an 
instant  the  whole  upper  part  was  in  flames.  In  this  fire 
the  barn,  two  horses,  some  carriages,  a  dray,  and  other 
vehicles  were  burned,  though  the  rain  was  falling  fast 
all  the  time. 

The  next  day  papa  and  I  went  into  the  grove  of  tall 
trees  back  of  our  camp.  Soon  we  saw  three  large  trees 
that  had  been  shattered  by  the  lightning.  Then  it  was 
we  understood  what  a  fate  we  had  escaped  by  less  than 
forty  rods.  Though  the  thunder 
and  wind  storms  are  sometimes 
frightful  in  camp,  each  summer 
finds  us  in  the  same  old  place. 

RY   THE    FIRESIDE. 

KY    HAROLD    R.    NORRIS    (AGE    9). 

The  mother,  by  the  fireside, 

Is  holding  little  Grace, 
And  Nellie  's  sitting  at  her  feet, 

NYith  gladness  in  her  face. 

For  father 's  coming  home  to-night 

From  a  far-distant  land, 
Where  he  's  been  with  the  army, 

The  leader  of  the  l)and. 

They  hear  a  step  ;  they  run  to  see. 

And  quickly  ope  the  door ; 
And  there 's  the  father,  safe  at  last. 

He  's  home,  he  's  home,  once 
morel 


UKMliSl     WIN  IKK    IN    CALIFOKNIA. 
<i.    DARLING,    AGE    II. 


liV    KENNETH 


'DEEPESI     Wl.MEK."       UV    ISARU.NKA    IIINCK1.1.\ 
AGE    12. 


ONE    RAINY    DAY. 

I!Y   LOUISE   FLETCHER    (AGE    1 5). 

A  LITTLE  spider  was  making  her  web  on  the  wimlow- 
ledge.  A  shower  was  gathering,  but  the  small  worker 
either  did  not  know  it  or  paid  no  heed.  But  as  some  of 
the  drops  began  to  fall  on  her  web,  she  fjuickly  went 
back  over  all  the  road  she  had  traveled  in  constructing 
her  home,  gathering  up  all  the  sticky  substance,  which 
apparently  went  into  her  mouth. 


At  last,  when  there  was  no  sign  of  her  web  left,  she 
went  into  a  corner,  and  must  have  gone  fast  asleep,  for 
after  the  shower  had  passed,  all  efforts  on  my  part  to 
arouse  her  failed.  At  any  rate,  she  was  either  asleep  or 
angry  at  the  rain  for  disturbing  her  work.  If  I  had  had 
a  microscope  I  might  have  discovered  whether  she  was 
pouting  or  had  her  eyes  closed. 

IT  RESIDE    STORIES. 

BY   MARION'   PRI.VCE   (AGE    II). 

I  r  was  a  stormy  April  night, 
When  by  the  fire  sat 

The  father  of  the  family  with 
His  children,  wife,  and  cat. 

Two  boys  with  rosy  cheeks,  and 
eyes 

That  glistened  blue  and  bright 
.\t  the  stories  told  by  the  father 

As  they  sat  in  the  firelight. 

And  story  succeeded  story, 
Till  Teddy's  curly  head 

Drooped  low  on  his  father's  shoul- 
der, 
.\nd  the  bovs  went  off  to  bed. 


ONE    RAINY    DAY. 

l;V  FLORENCE  ELEANOR  FLEtCHIR 
(AGE  12). 

It  was  a  rainy  and  dismal  day. 
Cousin  Tom  and  I  were  camping  with  relatives  at  a 
pLice  called  "  Devil's  Tower"'  in  Wytmiing. 

This  tower  is  all  mck,  is  nine  hundred  feet  high,  and 
about  a  mile  around  its  base. 

There  are  pine  forests  around  it,  and  in  them  roamed 
many  wild  animals. 

It  was  not  at  all  safe  for  children  to  go  far  alone ;  but 
Tom  and  I  did  not  know  this,  and  we  decided  to  go 
fishing. 

\  creek  flowed  along  the  place  where  our  camp  was, 
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"deepest  winter."     by  m.  f.  lawton,  age  17. 

and  we  follower!  this  down  until  we  came  to  a  good  fishing- 
place.    When  we  found  it  we  fished  until  noon,  and  then 
started  back ;   but  instead  of  following  the  creek 
l)ack,  as  we  should  have  done,  we  decided  to  take 
a  short  cut  through  the  forests,  and  of  course  we 
got  lost. 

We  wandered  around  and  around,  Imt  could 
not  find  our  camp.  At  last  we  built  huge  bon- 
fires, in  the  hopes  that  some  one  would  be  look- 
ing for  us  and  see  them  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain, 
and  we  wandered  around  again. 

We  were  both  sopping  wet,  our  cheeks  were  as 
brown  as  coffee,  my  hair-ribbon  was  lost,  my  hair 
dangling,  and  altogether  we  looked  more  like 
wild  Indians  than  common  American  children. 

Suddenly  we  heard  a  noise.  What  could  it 
be?     Was  it  some  wild  animal? 

Soon  we  saw  a  clearing  in  a  forest,  and  run- 
ning to  it,  what  should  meet  our  eyes  but  the 
ponies  which  had  brought  us  to  camp!  They 
were  the  prettiest  sight  to  our  eyes  in  the  world, 
for  had  we  not  come  with  the  men  to  picket 
them,  and  did  we  not  know  the  way  back  to 
cam])?  To  be  sure  we  did,  and  you  may  be  cer- 
tain we  were  soon  started  to  it,  each  on  a  pony. 

We  arrived  there  safely,  and  you  would  have 
to  hunt  a  long  time  to  find  a  happier  couple  of 
children.      We  found  the  men  just  starting  in  difTerent 
directions  to  hunt  us. 


They  had  become  about  as  much  alarmed 
as  our  ])arents,  who  had  worried  not  a 
little. 

After  all,  we  got  out  of  the  scrape  very 
easily,  but  we  did  iKjt  go  fishing  again  for 
some  time. 


I5Y   THE    FIRESIDE. 

1;Y    KLEANOR   MYERS    (AC.K  II). 

Teddy  and  I  by  the  fireside  sat, 

Sociably  having  a  little  chat. 

It  was  growing  dusk,  and  the  shades  were 

down. 
And  mother  had  gone  with  father  to  town ; 
When,  after  a  silence,  Teddy  said  : 
"When    I    was    out    playing    to-dav    with 

Ned, 
We  both  decided  what  we  should  be 
When    we    were    grown    to   be   men,    you 

see." 

And  then  Ted  said :  "  When  I  'm  of  age 
I  'm  going  to  drive  a  'normous  stage. 
And  cross  the  prairie  on  wintry  nights. 
And  race  with  cow-boys,  and  have  some  fights." 


■  DEEPEST    WINTEK 


RV   JOHN     LANGHORNE,  -■VGE     14. 


GOING   TO    SCHOOL. 


BY    ROGER    K.    LANE,   AGE    lO. 


Then  I  said  :  "I  '11  be  an  artist  fair, 

With  jiencils  and  brushes  everywhere." 

When  mother  came  in  and  heard  the  news, 

Slie  laughingly  said  :    "  ^'ou  "11  change  your  views 

From  painting  pictures  and  driving  a  stage 

To  something  quite  different  when  you  "re  of  age.' 


THOUGHTS   OF   THE    FIRESIDE. 

HY    WIl.I.lAM    NKWTON    COfPLAND   (AGE   I4). 

Who  has  not  known  the  joy  of  winter  nights 
Spent  in  the  homely,  cheerful  firelight's  glow? 

^^'llo  does  not  cherish  happy  memories 
Of  pleasant  fireside  hours  spent  long  ago? 

The  sailor  wintering  'midst  the  Arctic  ice. 

In  awful  silence,  desolation  drear. 
Still  can  recall  the  crackling  of  the  logs, 

The  old  familiar  voices  seems  to  hear. 
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OUR    RAINV-DAY    GOOSK. 

«Y   MAKHrKKIlK   llOTK    FORI)   (aC.K    IO). 

Now,  Mollic  and  I  were  not  only  cluinis,  l)Ut  near 
ncighhors  as  well.  It  was  a  cold,  rainy  day  in  Xovcni 
bcr,  and  she  had  come  to  jday  w  itli  nic  all  day,  it  hiinj; 
Saturday.  Finally  grandma  came  in  to  us,  and  said  : 
"  Who  will  go  to  the  butcher  and  i^et  my  meat  for  Sun- 
day ilinner  ?  '" 

Of  course  we  were  both  anxious  to  t;o,   and   were 
soon  ready  with  mackintosh  and  umbrellas. 

She  told  us  to  get  a  nice  roast, 
or  a  fme  goose  if  we  saw 
)ne  ready  dressed. 

As   I   was  espe- 
;iallv       fond       of 


goose,  I  went  di 
rectly  to  the  butch 
L-r  she 


wait  until  the  man  sent  in 
(he  liill,  as  neither  of  the 
utdiers  that  pajja  went 
to  pay  remcnd)ered  of  sell- 
ing me  the  goose. 

We  had  a  grand  .Sunday 
feast,  and  to  this  day  re- 
mains the  mystery  as  to 
where  the  goose  came 
from. 


AT    HOME. 


TO  dealt  wit 
and  asketl  ti' 
"GOING  huy  a  goose,  but 
was  informed  thai 
they  did  n't  have  any.  \\'ell,  we 
proceeded  on  to  the  next  meat- 
shop,  and  the  next,  until  we  had 
gone  to  nearly  all.  Then,  at  last,  we  came  to  a 
very  dirty  shop,  and  went  in,  hoping  to  find  a 
goose,  and  there  it  was  I  found  it.  I  ordered  the 
goose  wrapped  up,  regardless  of  price,  ami  tol 
the  man  to  charge  it  to  my  pajia.  Whether  he 
knew  me  or  papa  I  did  n't  stop  to  consiiler. 

Well,  he  tied  it  u|),  and  we  trudged  home  witli 
a  six-pound  goose  in  our  basket,  which  made  it 
heavy  and  almost  unmanagealde  with  our  um- 
brellas. The  goose  proved  too  much  for  us,  an 
when  we  were  in  the  central  part  of  the  maiti 
street,  that  goose  slid  out  of  the  basket,  paper 
and  all,  and  rolled  out  on  the  ground. 

Some  dogs  saw  it,  and  started  for  the  meat. 
Shrieking  with  laughter,  we  soon  succeeded  in 
chasing  them  ofT,  and  landed  the  goose  safely 
once  more,  and  were  home  again. 

Grandma  was  delighted  with  our  purchase,  but 
shocked  at  the  idea  of  asking  cre<lit  at  a  jilait 
where  she  had  never  dealt. 

And  when  questioned  as  to  where  we  bought 
it,  we  could  neither  of  us  tell.     We  decided  to 


HV    THE    FIRKSIDK. 

I!V    DOROTIIV    roSKlIAlK 
(AOK    17). 

( )i'i  siDK  the  rain  is  drip- 
ping sad  and  slow, 
So  come  and  rest  before 

the  firelight's  glow. 
These  logs  once  stood  as 
trees      with      branches 
wide, 
.\nd  heard  the  rush- 
ing river  by  their 
side. 
So,   when   ye 
look  within 
the      fire's 
red      heart 
Think   not   it 
i>  thy  fancy 
makes  thee  start ; 
'T  is  but  tlie  lives,  the  dreams  of  grand  old  trees. 
Of  years  long  buried,  of  the  wind's  full  breeze. 
The  wailing  of  the  rains  of  other  days, 
BY   MILDRED   ciR-  jold  in  the  crimson  blaze. 

KA.V    SMITH, 
AGE    15. 
(GOLD   BADGE.)  FIRKSIDK. 

I;V    ROIiKRT    STRAIN'   (Af.K    9). 

As  I  sit  by  the  fireside  at  night, 
With  flames  so  warm  and  rosy. 
With,    sparkling    embers    and 

cheery  light, 
I  feel  so  warm  and  cozy. 

NOT   TO    SLKEP    ON. 
(.-/   Tnu-  Story. ) 
i.or.na  incai.i.s 
(a(;k  15). 
Ni)  more  cheese  to  go  to 
bed  on.'' 
Mama  shook  her  head. 
Kittle  Kois  h)okcd  up 
quickly ; 
Hopefully  she 

said : 
"  Hut  I  just  want 
to       eat       it, 
ple:ise  ; 
I  woukln't  s/t'i'p 
upon  the 

cheese. "' 


'  GOING   TO    SCHOOL.  BV   ROSE    KINNEY, 

ACE    16.       (SILVER    BADGE.) 


NOT  ILK. 

New  badges 
may  be  had 
upon  applica- 
tion. 
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HOPE. 

BY   AI.MA  JEAN    WING  (AGE   1 7), 

(  IJ'iniicr  of  Gold  and  Silver  Badges.) 

'T  IS  l)iit  exquisite  thought  of  what  might  be, 

A  longing  for  what  seems  beyond  our  ken, 
The  (I.iring  child  of  fickle  fantasy, 

Who  sleeps  and  wakens  in  the  hearts  of  men  1 
With  timid  Expectation  at  her  knee. 

And  dull  and  dark  Suspense  still  in  the  rear. 
Ah,  Hope,  what  are  you?     Longing?     Fantasy? 

Or  sometliing  true  that  sweeps  my  soul  to  fear? 

HOPE. 

liY    G.    THEODORE    KELLNER    (AGE    I3). 

When  fair  Pandora,  long  ago, 

Affliction's  box  did  ope. 
There  poured  out  swiftly  many  a  woe 
The  seeds  of  pain  and  strife  to  sow. 

Yet  with  them  all  came  Hope. 

And  since  that  day,  when  men  in  vain 

With  sorrow  strive  to  cope. 
When  hearts  are  sad  and  filled  with  pain. 
And  grim  Despair  asserts  his  reign, 

Then  to  their  aid  comes  Hope. 

What  though  the  night  be  dark  and  drear, 

And  vain  we  blindly  grope? 
The  dawn  is  coming,  morn  is  near ; 
Until  its  welcome  light  appear. 

Our  guiding  star  is  Hope. 


BY   THE    FIRESIDE. 
Illustrated  Poem. 

r.V    MADGE    FALCON    (AGE    t6). 


fLj^ 


— i^a 

T7       n  r\ 


■f   A^..c^ 


^ij^pKY  f^ 
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The  wjnd  bowls  loud,  fbe  snow 
foils  fosf- 

B'-'T  we  are  sbellered   ^rom 
fhe  bl©3t~ 

f\n6  leiles  we  tell  of  long  ^o. 
While  seoled  in  Fhe  presides 

jglow. 

Of  beroci  brave  *kir)d,«'^ood, 
OJ bobbers  Toaroi  ^  m  fbe  \vcx3d 
Of  TDoble  hir)q-s  -arxi  TDinalTe^aoy 
Ot  Jadje5  beaufTful  as  day - 
And  wber)  oHasPwe^^o  Jo  bed 
B  nd  •juhe.r)  we  oil  oor  prayers 

bavc  aaid, 

We  dreatTO  Hie  dneaima  of  Jo^ogo 
Quointtit^ures  po5S  w6  Jo  ond  ffo 
0\  bei"oes  brove  ond  Kind 

and  (Jood 

Of  T^obbers  room'g^  m  fbe 
wooci 

Of  ■noble  kiiogs  ond  r]0]r)5rreJs 

Qf  ladies  beauHfi^l  as  day  • 
^^'  -S3. 


'#^'^'^'%^ 


The  nicest  time  of  all  the  day, 

Or  so  it  seems  to  me. 
Is  when  we  all  sit  round  the  fire 

After  we  've  had  our  tea. 
And  mother  comes  and  tells  us  tales, 

With  baby  on  her  knee. 

But  what  we  do  not  like  at  all 

Is  when  we  hear  a  tread 
Outside  the  door,  for  then  we  know 

That  good  night  must  be  said; 
For  nurse  has  come  to  take  us  off 

And  put  us  all  to  bed. 

ROLL  OF  HONOR. 

A  LIST  of  those  whose  work,  though  not  used,  has  been 
found  worthy  of  honorable  mention  and  encouragement. 


ILLISTRATEU    (OEM.       BY    BETH    HOWARD,    AGE    14. 
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Clifford  .\L  Ulp 
Leon  Bonnell 
June  E.  Paris 
Tina  Gray 
Lesley  M.  Storj-e 
Doris  Francklyn 
Dorothy  P.  Taylor 
Winifred  Hemming 
Marguerite  Stuart 
Charlotte  Waugh 
Agnes  C"hurchill  Lacy 
Etiola  A.  Ward 
Cecilia  Ritchie 
Jacqueline  Overton 
.M:ideleine  Stith 
Cl.nrence  W.  Rodman 
Maude  L.  Kmg 
Helen  Madeleine  Hogg 
Dmah  D.iniels 
Edith  J.  Ballou 
Elsie  N.  Gutman 
Alice  S.  Oilman 
Mary  Alice  Allen 


Julia  Mumford 
Ethel  Kaurin 
Anna  Skidmore 
Roberta  Haslett 
Helen  H.  Crandall 
^L^rgaret  E.  Gifford 
Miriam  Allen  De  Ford 
Fay  .Marie  Hartley 
Clarence  Royon 
Elizabeth  Keeler 
Lois  J.  Bell 
Charles  .\.  Clinton 
Xelly  Jewett 
Miriam  Gay  Daniels 
Millie  Hess 
Ruth  E.  Pett 
Wallace  Topping 
i\Larie  .Armstrong 
Lucy  Bruggcrhof 
Henrietle  E.  Romeike 
Elizabeth  Billings 
Mary  M.  1!.  .Arbuckle 
Kathcrine  Grout 
Eleanor  S.  Wilson 
Katherine  Bates  Smgleton 
Marie  .Myers 
Robert  Graeme  Phelps 
Stephen  Bonsai  White 


PROSE. 

Theresa  Chalmers 
Alid.i  N.  Nelson 
M.  H.  Durand 
Mignonne  Lincoln 
Gladys  Knight 
Elizabeth  Parker 
Lucie  A.  Dolan 
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Florence  Hcrrick 
Lynn  Wcb-.lcr  Mcckins 
Nancy  Bamhart 
Yvonne  Jcqiiicr 
Reinhold  Palenski 
Margaret  C.  Coggin 
Resse  Jenkins 
Kliiitofr  H.  Wright 
Anna  B.  Carolan 
Clare  Ciirricr 
Elizabeth  Agnes  Rose 
Edward  C.  Uay 
Daniel  J.  Ball 
Will  Timlin 
Joshua  W.  Brady 
Louis  Moen 
P.iuliiie  CroU 
Edgar  Pearce 
Robert  Gastrcll  Barton 
Essa  NL  Starkweather 
Fred  H.  Minor 
Caroline  van  L)cinse 
Jean  Paul  Shisser 
Clifford  Ostler 
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Lydia  E.  Bucknell 
Roscoe  Brinton 
Florence  Gordon 
David  A.  Wasson 
Richard  M.  Hoe 
Ruth  Forbes  Eliot 
Helen  Louise  Wilson 
Virginia  Graves 
Mary  Williams  Bli.ss 
Mary  H.  Shier 
Sheila  A.  St.  John 
Bessie  Grammcr 
Gertrude  Browne 
Frances  Rhoades 
Helen  O.  Chandler 


Elsie  Houi;hton 
Edna  Heller 
Helen  JeUiffe 
Cecil  Mathews 
Alice  L.  Hammatt 
Marguerite  iJrown 
Ernest  Boas 
Abe  Stromhberg 
Arthur  ^L  Atkinson 
Ruth  B.  Maurice 
Kathleen  C.  Burnett 
.Mildred  S.  Rives 
Potter  Remington 
Andrew  W.  Stuart 
Edith  Florence  Wells 


Wentworth  Glyn  Cavenagh  Elsie  A.  Turner 


Emmcline  Bradshaw 

Virginia  Worthington 

Linda  Dallett 

Lois  ^^  Pett 

E>1win  W.  Whitmarsh 

William  E.  Pritchett 

Fred  Salziper 

Harlow  B.  Ra>-raond 

George  J.  Schoenfeld 

Ruth  M.  Peters 

Janet  Ritchie 

Gordon  H.  Graves 

Helen  Vallette 

Helen  Collins 

Edith  S.  Gibbs 

James  C.  Chapman 

Camille  Du  Bose 

Spencer  Strauss 

Louis  Edwards 

Delia  Farley  Dana 

Danforth  Greer,  Jr. 

Elsa  Hildenbrand 

Roscoe  Adams 

Marion  D.  Smith 

Beulah  H.  Ridgeway 

Mary  A.  M.  Bayne 

Jean  O.  Harris 

I'Mith  Louise  Brundage 

Virginia  S.  Grint 

J.  H.  Simon 

Ellen  Skinner 

Catherine  D.  Brown 

Eugenie  O'Niell 

Saliie  Underbill 

Lawrence  Evans 

Emma  Bihgbee 

Doris  G   Ripley 

Margaret  Sturgis 

Francis  Wright 

Helen  .Almy 

Raymond  Foster  Marshall 

Mary  Cromer 

Margaret  Gushing 
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Katherine  Howard 
Marjorie  Sibyl  Heck 
Florence  Hamm 
Maude  Fulmore 
Gladys  Crockett 
Emma  D.  Miller 
Mary  Ellen  Den- 
Virginia  Jones 
William  B.  Campbell 

DRAWINGS. 


Elizabeth  Fuller 

C.  Alfred  Klinker 

Theodore  M.  Chambers 

Addie  Wright 

Emily  C.  Stetson 

Anna  Cook 

Paul  J.  Woodward 

Calvin  Favorite 

Emma  G.  Lane 

Viola  Cushman 

Richard  Ashman 

Donald  H.  Stuart 

Bettie  Stockett 

Augustus  Camprubi  .\ymar 

Elizabeth  Stockton 

Julia  M.  Yale 

Marian  Herrick 

Donds  L   Nash 


Mildred  Wheat 
Virginia  Lyman 
William  G.  Whitford 
Walter  E.  Werner 
Denys  Wortman,  Jr. 
Arthur  Dc  Cant  Johnson 
R.  M.  Cameron 
Jamie  Chapin 
Helen  M.  Aldrich 
Nellie  Sellers 
Frances  E.  Hays 
Rosalie  Olin  Warner 
Earl  D.  Van  Deman 
Helen  de  Veer 
Harry  Todd 
Victor  Sherman 
Catherine  Thistle 
Honora  P.  Russell 
Sidney  W.  Hyde 
Mary  Woodman 
Hilda  Van  Emster 
Fannie  Storer 
Daisy  Pitcher 
Sarah  Mcdavitt 
Hamet  Park 
Theodora  Kimball 
Chester  Ivors  Garde 
Mildred  B.  Copeland 
Margaret  Jane  Russell 
Elsie  Macdonald 
Helen  E.  Jacoby 
Hazel  Chadwick 


Delmar  G.  Cooke 
I    Bertram  Hills 
Helen  Riifl 
Helen  Barnes 
Helen  Frances  Wood 
Katherine  F.  Liddell 
Ernest  Pringlc 
Herbert  Jackson 
Ruth  Colby 
Ethel  Brand 
Sara  Marshall 
Addie  Ruff 
Walter  Palenske 
Samuel  Davis  Otis 
Albert  Bruce  Izor 
Rudolf  Weber 
Lois  D.  Wilcox 
Oladys  Swift  Butler 
W.  J.  Adams 
Harriet  WcUiver 
Harvey  Osgood 
Margaret  Peckham 
Margaret  Winthrop  Peck 
Ruth  E.  Frost 
Helen  Rose 
Margaret  E.  Conkliii 
Everett  Williamson 
Charles  R.  Stratton 
Emily  W.  Browne 
Julia  Kurtz 
Elva  Woodson 
Marjorie  Belts 
Margaret  McKeon 
Russell  S.  Walcott 
Charlotte  E.  Pennmgton 
Alfrida  Crowell 
Rachel  L.  McKnight 
Donald  Ross 
Arthur  D.  Fuller 
Vernon  Radtliffe 
Edith  G.  Daggett 
Ethel  Smith  Watkins 
Rose  Chandler 
Laura  E.  Hadley 

Hugh  Montgomery 

Edna  Phillips 
George  Delano 

Eleanor  C.  De  Remcr 

Evelyn  Stevens 
James  Montgomery 

Janet  Fraser 

Mabelle  Williams 

Elisabeth  B.  Tennis 

Ellen  W.  Peckham 

Ernestine  Peabody 

Carlotte  Stark 

Elvira  Kranich 

Henry  Emerson  Tuitle 

Margaret  F.  Upton 

Winifred  E.  Wilson 

Ralph  L.  Bugbee 

Lawrence  L.  Wolfe 

Margaret  Lentz  Daniell 

Majel  Buckstaff 

Florence  Dudley 

Edith  Van  Horn 

Alice  Helm 

Leila  L  Haven 

Charles  G.  Goetz 

Jessie  Hewitt 

Aileen  Gundelfinger 

Harold  Shear 

.Anna  Dake  McCague 

Eleanor  V.  Jacob 

Marvin  E.  Miner 

Louis  M.  Cruttcnden 

Viva  NLarie  Fi-hcr 

Joseph  .\lcGurk 

Mildred  Gretchen  Phillips 
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May  Lewis  Close 
Dorothea  Scebergcr 
William  P.  Russell 

PHOTOGRAPHS. 

Fredericka  Going 
Martha  M.  Eliot 
Eleanor  Shepard 
Mary  Gray  Runkic 
Winifred  F.  Jones 
h'..  Crosland 
Gertnide  Weinacht 
Eveline  Weeks 
Alick  Wetmore 
Stephen  Royce 
W.  F.  Harold  Braun 
R    G.  Halter 
C.  B.  Andrews 
John  K.  Branner 
Ellen  Diinwoody 
Floyd  Godfrey 
Ruth  Ellioit 
Marion  D.  Freeman 
Irene  F.  Wetmore 
Alice  Bushnell 
John  W.  Seley 
Fxlith  Lambert 
Francis  G.  Fabian 
Richard  S.  Bicknell 
Frederic  Eager 
Julius  E.  Krantz,  Jr. 
Marjorie  Whitin 
Hugh  Oakley 
Harry  W.  Kirby 
Grace  R.  Jones 
Archie  Eladic 
Juanita  Stahn 
Kendall  Bushnell 
Herbert  Allen  Boas 
Philip  H.  Suter 
J.  H.  Storer,  Jr. 
Martin  Smith 
Anna  B.  McFadon 
Charlotte  Hodge 
Madelaine  Dixon 
Yvonne  Stoddard 
John  L.  Hopper 
Roger  Sherman  Hoar 
B.  F.  Hill 
Samuel  D.  Robbins 

PUZZLES. 

Madge  Smith 

Gertrude  H.  Schirmer 

Robert  D.  Sherwood 

Bruce  K.  Ware,  Jr. 

I.orna  Inealls 

Freda  Phillips 

Anne  Taggard  Piper 

Josephine  Howes 

Eleanor  Clifton 

Basil  Aubrey  Bailey 

Harold  Bird 

May,  Will,  and  James  Neill 

Ethel  Abbott 

George  Fish  Parsons,  Jr. 

Florence  Murdoch 

.A^ncs  .Mary  King 

William  Ellis  Keysor 

Helen  E.  Werner 

Rilla  Caffee 

Blanche  H.  Allen 

Lucy  Rogers 

Vera  May  Kahn 

Elsie  Fisher  Steinheimcr 

Marion  Senn 

Gladys  Dudgeon 

Marion  Pond 

lienjamin  L.  Mil'er 

Ray  Barnes 

Samuel  P.  Haldcnsltiii 

Alice  Pratt  Allcutt 

Eunice  Chandler 

Violet  Pakenham 

Abby  A.  Eliot 

Earl  Putnam 

Margirct  L.  Wildman 

Frederic  While 

Robert  C.  Dcwar 

William  C.  Hood 

Phebe  E    litus 
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"GOING   TO    SCHOOL."       BY    RUTH    E.    CROMBIE,    AGE    13 


LEAGUE  NOTES  AND  LETTERS. 

Winifred  Hemming,  Richmond  Hill,  Long  Island,  would  like 
to  know  Alice  Paret's  address. 

Florence  Hoyt,  of  Nottingham,  England,  says  :  "  I  am  very  patri- 
otic and  will  hardly  ever  own  American  things  to  be  better  than 
English,  but  I  must  say  that  St.  Nicholas  is  far  better  than  any 
English  magazine.  We  all  like  you  very  much,  and  father  and 
mother  read  you,  too." 

Mrs.  G.  H.  Ashman,  of  Dover,  Del.,  says  of  the  League:  "It 
seems  to  me  the  best  idea  ever  pre.sented  by  any  magazine." 

Freda  Muriel  Harrison,  The  Wilderness,  St.  Helens,  Hastings, 
England,  will  be  glad  to  exchange  English  stamps  for  American. 
Some  new  English  stamps  are  now  ready. 

Helen  Emerson  sends  a  little  story  and  wishes  to  join  the  League, 
but  she  sends  no  address. 

Minton  M.  Warren  says  that  it  injures  unmounted  photographs 
to  write  on  the  backs  of  them  with  a  pencil.  If  Minton  will  put 
the  print  on  a  hard,  smooth  surface  and  use  a  soft  pencil  no  injury 
will  be  done. 

New  York. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  My  gold  badge  came  yesterday.  In  say- 
ing that  no  one  could  feel  otherwise  than  delighted  with  so  beautiful 
a  prize,  I  only  repeat  the  sentiments  of  many  another  League  mem- 
ber and  of  all  my  friends  who  have  seen  it. 

I  often  wonder  if  you  realize  what  such  an  encouragement  means 
to  one  who  stands  in  that  trying  position  of  doubt  as  to  whether  it 
is  "  worth  while  to  keep  on."  It  is  a  case  where  the  slightest  oppo- 
sition, the  slightest  success,  may  forever  turn  the  scales,  and  I 
thank  you  that  you  have  shown  me  that  it  may  be  "  worth  while" 
and  confirmed  me  in  my  determination  to  "keep  on." 

As  I  am  very  busy  with  college  work,  I  seldom  find  time,  during 
the  winter  months,  to  even  read  my  St.  Nicholas  through  ;  but  I 
always  make  time  to  do  something  for  the  League.  I  certainly 
seem  to  be  living  to  learn,  and  sincerely  hope  that  I  may,  in  time, 
learn  to  live. 

Thanking  you  again,  and  with  best  wishes  to  the  League  and  all 
its  members,  I  remain,  Your  friend, 

Florence  L.  Bain. 

Ali'ena,  Mich. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  We  have  taken  you  ever  since  I  can 
remember,  and  mama  says  we  have  taken  you  for  about  twenty 
years.  You  are  so  full  of  such  beautiful  stories  and  your  League  is 
fine. 

I  will  tell  you  a  story  of  a  cat  we  had  when  I  was  a  little  baby. 
Mama  has  told  me  about  it,  and  I  thought  I  would  tell  it  to  you. 

When  1  was  a  little  baby  we  had  a  very  large  cat.  He  had  a 
very  peculiar  mark  on  his  head  of  an  eagle  with  wings  that  spread 
out  like  those  on  a  silver  quarter.  He  weighed  twelve  pounds. 
He  purred  so  loudly  that  we  called  him  "  Buzz." 

When  I  took  my  nap  he  would  come  and  peck  up  to  see  if  I  was 
there  on  the  couch;  then  he  would  jump  up  and  lie  just  in  front  of 
me,  so  I  could  not  possibly  roll  off.  And  if  I  was  in  my  crib  he 
would  get  in  there  too,  as  if  he  thought  1  was  his  special  care,  and 
sing  me  to  sleep. 

We  thought  a  good  deal  of  him;  he  was  such  a  beautiful  cat  that 
when  we  went  to  our  summer  home  we  could  not  leave  him  Ijehind. 
So  we  put  him  in  a  basket  and  took  him  in  our  sail-boat  "  Bessie  " 
to  the  island.  We  shut  him  up  in  a  room ;  but  by  and  by,  when  we 
let  him  out,  he  went  into  the  woods,  and  we  never  saw  him  again. 

We  all  felt  badly,  because  we  loved  him  so  much.  A  man  who 
lived  on  the  island  saw  him  and  shot  him  for  a  wildcat.  He  was 
seven  years  old  when  he  died. 

Your  constant  reader, 

Laura  Maude  Bulklev  (age  13). 

The  following  clever  rhyme  by  a  girl  of  nine  had  a  pretty  picture 
with  it,  but  the  ink  was  too  pale  for  reproduction. 


HOLLYHOCKS. 

BY    ELIZABETH   OTIS. 

I  STOOD  alone  on  the  garden  gate 
And   measured    myself  by   the 
hollyhocks  tall ; 

Only  a  year  ago — just  think  ! 
Why,  I  was  ever  so  small. 

Why,  1  'm  six  years  old  to-day. 
Almost  as  big  as  the  sky  ! 

The  beautiful  blue,  blue  sky  — 
I  gue.ss  I  'm  ever  so  high. 

Mama  calls  me  a  little  girl. 

But  I  guess  1  'm  almost  a  lady  — 

Almost  as  tall  as  the  hollyhocks, 
Almost  as  tall  as  Sadie. 


Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  Before  I 
received  St.  Nicholas  for  Janu- 
ary, I  came  in  one  evening,  and 
my  sister  said  that  I  had  a  splendid  New  Year's  present. 

I  tried  to  think  what  it  was,  and  thought  over  several  things  that 
I  wanted,  never  dreaming  that  I  had  won  a  gold  badge. 

When   I  was  told,  I  must  have  presented  a  really  awkward  ap- 
pearance, for  I  could  n't  utter  a  word. 

I  hope  the  League  will  continue  to  remain  the  best  organization, 
for  children's  work,  in  the  world.     I  remain. 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

Melton  R.  Owen. 

SNAILS   AS    HORSES. 

Melbourne,  Australia. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  wonder  if  you  have  ever  seen  or  heard 
of  a  little  carriage  drawn  by  two  snails,  with  one  inside  for  a  coach- 
man ?  I  shall  tell  you  how  it  came  about.  One  day  my  sister  and 
I  did  not  know  what  to  play  at.  We  were  just  going  to  pick  some 
flowers  when  we  saw  several  snails.  We  got  them  and  put  them  in 
a  box,  and  fed  them  regularly  ;  they  knew  when  feeding-time  came 
One  day  we  got  them  all  out  and  had  a  race,  and  chose  two  of  the 
fastest  ones  for  a  carriage  pair,  and  tied  soft  wool  for  harness  round 
their  shells.     Then  we  got  the  inside  part  of  a  match-box  for  a  car- 


riage, and  we  harnessed  the  two  snails  to  the  carriage,  and  put  the 
other  one  in  the  carriage,  and  every  day  we  used  to  make  them 
drive  out.  I  am  sending  you  a  sketch  so  that  you  may  understand 
better  what  they  are  like. 

These  poor  snail  horses  had  a  very  sad  ending.  One  day  we 
forgot  to  put  the  lid  on  their  box,  and  our  favorite  rooster  came 
along  and  swallowed  them  all  up.  Joan  Bagot  (age  10). 

Proctor,  Vt. 
A  POEM  ABOUT   "JEPPY." 

I  have  a  cat  named  "  Jep,"  but  I  call  him  "Jeppy."  I  made 
some  poetry  about  him. 

Oh,  Jeppy;   oh,  Jeppy, 

Oh,  what  a  good  cat ! 
He  runs  and  he  jumps 

And  he  catches  a  rat. 
He  runs  and  he  jumps. 

And  he  makes  us  laugh  so ! 
You  ought  to  have  seen  him 

'Way  out  in  the  snow. 

Bernice  L.  Beattv. 

Otlier  appreciative  and  interesting  letters  have  been  received  from 
Ernest  Bechdolt,  Lydi.T  Caroline  Gibson,  Marjorie  Marion  Macgregor. 
Samuel  Davis  Otis,  Gladys  Ralston  Britton,  Marion  Avery,  John  A. 
Fisher,  Elsie  Williams,  Paul  Wick  Cobb,  Monica  Peirson  Turner, 
Dorothy  Buckingham,  Cliflford  H.  Pangburn,  Agnes  E.  Stuart, 
Francis  Marion  Miller,  Mary  A.  M.  Bayne,  James  S.  Wroth,  Ruth 
A.  Halsey,  Seymour  Blair,  Ernest  Gregory,  Frank  I..  MacDonald, 
Wilkie  Gilholm,  Charlotte  Waugh,  Ivy  A.  M.,  Varian  WaLshe,  Ella 
T.  Husted,  Gertrude  Schirmer,  Joseph  A.  Allen,  J.  W.  Mikell,  Lily 
C.  Worthington,  Therese  H.  McDonell,  Marjory  Anne  Hairison, 
Lucile  W.  Rogers,  Elaine  Ingersoll,  C.ertnide  Winans,  Eleanor  Gi- 
rouard,  Hugo  Graf,  Alonzo  White,  Dorothy  Stephenson,  Ivy  W. 
Tilley,  Seymour  A.  Woolner,  Katherine  Brush,  Georgia  F.  Bloxam, 
Esther  Cullen,  Mae  Sheldon,  Evelyn  Oliver  Foster,  and  with  pic- 
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tures,  etc.,  Walter  t,.  Smith,  Anna  Fulton,  Carl  Oerstenberg,  Car- 
rie Heath,  Irene  Hickok,  Helen  N.  De  Haven,  Winthrop  C.  Swain, 
and  Clinton  Brown. 

CHAPTERS. 

Now  that  the  Ch.ipter  Competition  is  over  wc  have  two  months  to 
wait  before  we  shall  know  how  it  turned  out  and  who  wins  the  book 
prizes.  Meantime  those  who  have  competed  would  do  well  to  get  a 
Century  Co.'s  price-list  and  make  out  a  list  of  what  they  would  like 
to  have  in  case  they  should  happen  to  win.  That  will  save  lime  and 
troublewhen  the  announcement  comes,  and  if  it  does  n't  turn  out  as 
you  hoped,  never  mind.  Perhaps  it  will  next  time,  and  you  have  at 
least  had  the  pleasure  of  trying,  and  of  doing  good. 

Chapter  work  has  been  very  active  this  wmter,  and  many  new 
ones  have  formed.  We  arc  rapidly  nearing  the  500  mark,  and  the 
chapters  that  are  formed  arc  nearly  all  increasing  in  number,  some 
very  rapidly. 

Hoyd  tiodfrey,  president  of  355,  suggests  that  chapters  should 
give  the  average  age  of  their  members,  so  that  those  desiring  to  cor- 
rcspond'may  select  others  of  suitable  ages.  This  seems  a  good  idea, 
and  if  members  in  future  will  give  their  ages,  we  will  make  the 
proper  mention. 

In  writing  to  the  League,  chapters  should  always  put  their 
numbers  on  the  letter-head,  so  that  identification  may  be  an  easy 
matter. 

No.  145  reports  a  very  busy  winter,  with  entertainments  galore, 
and  in  the  preparation  of  gifts  for  poor  families. 

No.  302  has  reorganized,  and  calls  for  six  new  badges.  Name 
changed  to  the  "Roosevelt  Club."  "We  meet  every  Tuesday 
afternoon  and  have  fine  times." 

No.  319  is  prospering. 

No.  324  is  doing  nicely,  and  taking  great  interest  in  the  League 
and  its  work.  Irene  N.  Mack  is  secretary,  and  says  they  would  like 
to  correspond  with  other  chapters.  Address,  Palace  Hotel,  San 
Francbco,  Cal. 

No.  347  has  changed  its  meetings  from  Saturdays  to  Wednes- 
days. 

No.  348  has  elected  new  officers  for  1902.  "At  Christmas  we 
sent  things  to  a  poor  family,  that  they  might  have  a  merry  one. 
We  hope  to  do  better  this  year  than  last." 

No.  350  is  now  the  "  Busy  Workers" —  a  good,  suggestive  name. 
Dues,  five  cents. 

No.  366  has  doubled  its  membership. 

No.  370  publishes  a  paper  called  the  "  Oriole  "  (of  course  370  isiu 
Baltimore).  One  of  the  big  newspapers  printed  an  article  about  it 
and  called  370  the  "future  literary  and  artistic  circle  of  Baltimore." 
And  that  is  likely,  for  M.  Letitia  Stockett,  whose  fine  poems  have 
appeared  in  the  League,  is  the  secretary  of  this  chapter. 

S'o.  392  has  changed  its  name  to  "The  Cozy  Club."  The  secre- 
tary asks  if  chapters  should  report  every  month.  No ;  only  when 
there  is  something  of  special  interest  to  the  League  as  a  whole. 

No.  408  reports  that  each  meeting  is  more  successful  than  the  one 
preceding. 

NEW  CHAPTERS. 

No.  417.  "Half  a  Dozen  Chums."  Nora  Brainard,  President; 
Laura  Dean,  Secretary;  six  members.  Address,  321  E.  20th  St., 
Baltimore,  Md.  "  Our  chapter  has  been  a  great  source  of  pleasure 
as  well  as  profit.     The  League  is  a  fine  thing." 

No.  418.  "Excelsior."  Randall  Decker,  President;  Geddes 
Smith,  Secretary;  four  members.  Address,  18  N.  Essex  Ave., 
Orange,  N.  J. 

No.  419.  G.  B.  KeflTer,  President;  Goldie  Stiles,  Secretary; 
twenty  members.     Address,  Deep  Valley,  Pa. 

No.  420.  Nine  members.  Address,  Helm,  724  Broad  St.,  Beloit, 
Wis. 

No.  421.  Rupert  Baker,  President ;  Nellie  Furlong,  Secretary ; 
ten  members.     Address,  Pomfret  Center,  Conn. 

No.  422.  Charles  Yerkes,  President;  Robert  Adams,  Secretary; 
nine  members.     Address,  402  North  Grove  Ave  ,  Oak  Park,  III. 

No.  423.  "  Bainbrid^e."  Leslie  Williams,  Secretary ;  six  mem- 
bers. Address,  19  Williamson  Ave.,  Bloomfield,  N.  J.  Meetings 
every  Monday. 
_  No.  424.  "  Pens  and  Papers."  Margaret  Chambers,  President ; 
Catherine  Halsey,  Secretary ;  two  members.  Address,  Crow's 
Nest,  Bronxville,  N.  Y.  "  We  are 
few,  but  we  hope  to  do  good  work." 

No.  425.  "Busy  Bees."  Mela 
Walther,  President ;  six  members. 
Address,  236  E^st  76th  St.,  New 
York  City.  Colors,  blue  and  gold 
like  the  button,  "which  we  think 
beautiful.  We  are  all  determined 
to  work  with  a  will." 

No.  426.  Robert  Grinncll, 
President  ;  Alice  Heydenburk, 
Secretary  ;  six  members.  Address, 
1606  9th  St.,  Biy  City,  Mich. 

No.  427.  Annie  Dunn,  Presi- 
dent ;  Florence  Fletcher,  Secre- 
tary :  eleven  members.  Address, 
Williamsburg,  Iowa.  "going  to 


No.  428.  Harry  Minich,  President;  Edward  Holloway,  Secre- 
tary :  five  members.  Address,  2320  North  I'enn  St.,  Indianapolis, 
Ind. 

No.  429.  "Columbia."  E.  Tucker  Sayward,  President;  Lau- 
rence Hemmenway,  Secretary ;  seven  members.  Address,  41  Mo- 
nadnock  St.,  Dorchester,  Ma.ss. 

No.  430.  Lena  Armstrong,  President ;  Blanche  Allen,  Secre- 
tary;  twenty-two  members.     Address,  229  Chapel  St.,  Norfolk,  Va. 

No.  431.  "Hill  and  Plain."  Roger  Briggs,  President;  How- 
ard Curtis,  Secretary  ;  five  members.  Address,  Box  146,  Stratford, 
Conn.  "  We  would  like  to  communicate  with  other  chapters.  Our 
colors  are  red  and  green." 

No.  432.  "Busy  Bee."  E.  H.  Porter,  President;  J.  N.  Du 
Bary,  Jr.,  Secretary:  three  members.  Address,  2105  Delanccy 
Place,  Philadeli.hia,  Pa. 

No.  433.  Henry  Tuttle,  President ;  Katharine  Farwell,  .'•'ecretary ; 
six  members.  Address,  Lake  Forest,  111.  Meetings  Wednesday, 
every  other  week,  to  draw,  write,  and  take  photographs. 

No.  434.  "  Big  Four."  H.  H.  Kynett,  Secretary;  four  mem- 
bers. Address,  618  South  48th  St.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  "  We  are 
having  fine  times.     We  like  the  magazine  very  much." 

PRIZE  COMPETITION   No.  31. 

The  St.  Nicholas  League  awards  gold  and  silver  badges  each 
month  for  the  best  poems,  stories,  drawings,  photographs,  puzzles, 
and  puzzle-answers. 

A  Special  Cash  Prize.  To  any  League  member  who  has  won 
a  gold  badge  for  any  of  the  above-named  achievements,  and  shall 
again  win  first  place,  a  cash  prize  of  Jive  dollars  will  be  awarded, 
instead  0/ another  gold  badge. 

Competition  No.  Jl  will  close  April  20  (for  foreign  members  April 
25).  The  awards  will  be  announced  and  prize  contributions  pub- 
lished in  St.  Nicholas  for  July. 

Verse.  To  contain  not  more  than  twenty-four  lines,  and  may  be 
illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  ihan  two  drawings  or  photo- 
graphs by  the  author.     Subject,  "School  's  Out." 

Prose.  Story,  article,  or  play  of  not  more  than  four  hundred 
words.  It  may  be  illustrated,  if  desired,  with  not  more  than  two 
drawings  by  the  author.  Subject,  "Jack's  Fourth  of  July."  May 
be  humorous  or  serious. 

Photograph.  Any  size,  mounted  or  unmounted,  but  no  blue 
prints  or  negatives.     Subject,  "  Early  Spring." 

Drawing.  India  ink,  very  black  writing-ink,  or  wash  (not  color). 
Subject,  "A  Heading  for  July." 

Puzzle.  Any  sort,  the  answer  to  contain  some  word  or  words 
relating  to  the  season. 

Puzzle-answers.  Best,  neatest,  and  most  complete  set  of  an- 
swers to  puzzles  in  this  issue  of  St.  Nicholas. 

Wild-animal  or  Bird  Photograph.  To  encourage  the  pursu- 
ing of  game  with  a  camera  instead  of  a  gun.  For  the  best  photo- 
graph of  a  wild  animal  or  bird,  taken  in  its  natural  Iwme  :  First 
Prize,  five  dollars  and  League  gold  badge.  Second  Prize,  three 
dollars  and  League  gold  badge.  Third  Prize,  League  gold  badge. 

ADVERTISING  COMPETITION   No.  10. 

The  advertising  competition  in  no  way  interferes  with  regular 
League  competitions.  Members  may  compete  in  both.  See  adver- 
tising page  9. 

RULES   FOR   REGULAR  COMPETITIONS. 

Every  contribution  of  whatever  kind  must  hear  the  name,  age,  and 
address  of  the  sender,  and  be  indorsed  as  "original"  by  parent, 
teacher,  or  guardian,  who  must  be  convinced  beyond  doubt  that  the 
contribution  it  not  copied,  but  wholly  the  work  of  the  sender.  If 
prose,  the  number  of  words  should  also  be  added.  These  things  must 
not  be  on  a  separate  sheet,  but  on  the  contribution  itself— '\l  a  manu- 
script, on  the  upper  margin  ;  if  a  picture,  on  the  margin  or  back. 
Write  or  draw  on  otte  side  of  the  paper  only.  .A  contributor  may 
send  but  one  contribution  a  month  —  not  one  of  each  kind,  but  one 
only.  Members  .nre  not  obliged  to  contribute  every  month.  Address 
all  communications :  The  St.  Nicholas  Le.\gue, 

Union  Square,  New  York. 
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school."       by    WILLIAM    T.    HENDERSON.    AGK    l6. 
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BOOKS    AND    READING. 


READING  ALOUD  ^OME  persons  like  to 
AND  LISTENING  listen  to  reading  and  Others 
IN  SILENCE.  prefer  to  read  to  them- 
selves. At  times,  in  the  same  family,  we  find 
children  belonging  to  each  of  these  classes. 
This  paragraph  is  meant  to  help  both.  If  you 
like  to  listen  to  reading  it  is  well  to  help  the 
reader,  and  the  reader  can  be  helped  if  you 
will  follow  a  few  simple  rules — some  don'ts  and 
sorne  do's — while  you  are  acting  as  audience: 

Don't  keep  moving ;  it  distracts  the  reader, 
and  prevents  you  from  giving  full  attention. 

Don't  ask  questions  in  such  a  way  as  to  stop 
the  reading  every  few  moments.  In  prose  this 
is  trying,  but  in  poetry  it  is  inexcusable. 

Don't  exclaim  and  make  comments  that 
take  the  attention  of  others  from  the  book. 

Don't  tell  "just  what  is  coming,"  in  order  to 
show  your  cleverness  or  the  stupidity  of  the 
author.  You  will  not  reach  the  author  (unless 
he  happens  to  be  the  reader  also),  and  you 
may  make  other  listeners  feel  slower-witted 
than  yourself —  not  a  pleasant  experience  to 
them. 

Do  be  patient ;  the  author  is  likely  to  make 
himself  understood  if  you  give  him  time. 

Do  be  interested,  if  you  can;  and  at  all 
events  do  be  polite  to  the  reader. 

Do  rise  quietly  and  go  out,  if  you  do  not 
care  to  listen. 

In  brief,  act  as  a  polite  girl  or  boy  would 
act  when  eager  to  please  the  whole  company. 

THE  NEW  WORLD       It  is  not  SO  many,  many 
OF  BOOKS.  years  ago  that  large  por- 

tions of  the  world  were  unknown  to  civilized 
mankind,  but  to-day  comparatively  little  is 
entirely  unexplored.  At  the  same  time  with 
the  widening  of  our  knowledge  of  the  earth's 
surface  there  has  been  a  great  increase  in  the 
imaginary  world  into  which  books  carry  us  as 
ships  carried  old  explorers.  Only  those  men 
and  women  whose  business  it  is  to  know  the 
world  of  books  understand  the  extent  of  our 
new  possessions.  If  you  wished  to  become 
acquainted  with  the  lands  of  the  earth,  you 
would  go  to  the  geographer  or  to  the  traveler 
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so  that  he  might  make  for  you  a  chart  direct- 
ing your  journey;  and  in  the  same  way  you 
need  guidance  in  order  to  visit  the  book  world. 
Young  folks  do  not  fully  know  the  great  variety 
of  reading  that  is  open  to  them  to-day,  and 
many  spend  their  reading  hours  among  volumes 
that  bring  them  little  delight,  whereas  they 
might  instead  find  books  exactly  to  their  taste; 
for  young  folks  differ  widely  in  their  likings. 

Many  grown  people  are 
ready  and  eager  to  help  you 
to  find  the  reading  you  will  most  enjoy.  Many 
of  you  are  wasting  time  upon  poor  books  when 
better  books  of  the  same  sort  are  ready  to  your 
hands.  There  is  hardly  a  kind  of  reading  in 
which  excellent  books  are  not  to  be  found.  Do 
not  read  the  second-rate  or  third-rate  books  be- 
cause you  think  there  are  none  better.  If  you 
like  adventure,  find  out  the  best  books  of  ad- 
venture ;  if  you  care  for  history  or  the  lives  of 
great  men  or  women,  go  to  some  older  reader 
and  tell  him  or  her  the  sort  of  books  you  like 
best. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  poorly  written  books 
that  has  not  been  much  better  done  by  greater 
writers;  and  there  are  parents,  teachers,  libra- 
rians, clergymen,  lawyers,  editors,  or  men  of 
science  who  will  tell  you  how  to  reach  the  best 
reading. 

And  the  best  reading  is  the  wisest  invest- 
ment. A  great  book  can  never  be  used  up; 
there  is  always  in  it  new  food  for  the  mind, 
new  pleasure.  The  best  books  are  called  "best" 
because  they  have  been  most  enjoyed.  There 
is  no  sense  in  wasting  time  on  inferior  books 
when  there  are  so  many  more  good  books  than 
you  will  ever  find  time  to  read. 

Many  letters  come  to  this  department  telling 
of  books  children  own  and  have  read;  and 
their  lists  are,  for  the  most  part,  well  chosen. 
But  very  few  of  our  readers  write  for  advice  as 
to  books  on  certain  subjects  or  of  certain  kinds. 
Let  us  know  what  sort  of  books  you  prefer, — 
giving  a  few  examples,  perhaps, —  and  we  will 
ask  our  older  readers  to  act  as  your  guides  into 
this  great  new  world  of  books  modern  days 
and  modern  ways  have  made  for  us  all. 
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LETTERS   FROM  A    HROTHFR   and   sistcr 

READERS.  write      from     Stamford, 

Connecticut,  to  send  a  list  of  their  favorite  score 
of  books.     Here  is  their  list,  a  very  good  one  : 

Master  Skylark,  Bennett.  Qiientin  Durward,  Scott. 

Tlie  Moiiicans,  Cooper.  Wild      Animals      I      Have 

Hans  Brinker,  Dodge.  Known,   Seton. 

Three  Musketeers,  Dumas.  Black  Beauty,  Scwell. 

Iliad  (stories  from  it).  Plays,  Shakspere. 

Tom  Brown,  Hughes.  Puritans  in  Captivity,Smith. 

Jungle  Books,  Kipling.  The      Swordmaker's     Son, 

Prince  and  Paujier,  Twain.  Stoddard. 

Scottish  Chiefs,  Porter.  Kidnapped     and    Treasure 

The  Merry  Adventures  of  Island,    Stevenson. 

Robin  Hood,  Pyle.  Green       Mountain      Boys, 

Splendid  Spur,  "Q."  Thompson. 

The  brother  also  writes,  in  reply  to  an  incjuiry 
made  in  this  department,  that  information  about 
Captain  Kidd  may  be  found  in  Washington 
Irving's  "  Tales  of  a  Traveler,"  Part  IV.,  and 
he  sends,  besides,  an  excellent  list  of  humorous 
books,  though  a  short  one : 

Yankee  in   King  Arthur's     Works  of "Artemus  Ward."' 
Court,  Twain.  Writings  of  "Mr.  Dooley," 

Happy  Thoughts,Burnand.         Dunne. 

And  for  younger  readers  : 

Alice  in  Wonderland,  and     Here    They    Are !    J.    F. 
Through    the    Looking-         Sullivan. 
Glass. 

To  these  may  be  added : 

Vice  Versa,  .Anstey.  a-Ling  Tales,  A  Jolly  Fel- 

Inside  Our  Gate,  Brush.  lowship,  Stockton. 

The      Colonel's      Opera-    Phaeton  Rogers,  R.  Johnson. 
Cloak,  Brush.  William  Henry  Letters,Mrs. 

Rudder  Grange,  The  Ting-        Diaz. 


Dear  St.  Nicholas:  My  library  comprises  two 
hundred  volumes,  all  of  which  I  have  read  and  enjoyed. 
Having  tried  several  different  systems  of  arrangement, 
I  have  finally  concluded  that  the  most  satisfactory  one 
is  to  range  them  in  alphabetical  order  on  the  shelves. 
Thus  Miss  Alcott's  books  come  first,  closely  followed 
by  Elbridge  Brooks's  and  Frank  Chapman's  ;  at  the  end 
Barbara  Yechton's  and  Miss  Yonge's  works  are  seen. 
Probably  the  method  of  grouping  books  on  one  subject 
together  is  more  convenient  for  extensive  libraries,  but 
I  have  so  few  books  on  one  subject  that  the  first- 
mentioned  way  is  more  satisfactory. 

.\11  of  my  own  especial  books  are  placed  in  a  book- 
case, with    four   movable   shelves,  in    my    room.     The 
books    are  protected   by  a   glass   door   from  the   dust, 
which  keeps  them  looking  fresher  and  newer. 
Your  sincere  friend, 

Rlth  Forbes  Eliot  (age  13). 


Dkak  St.  Nicholas:  I  was  reading  your  article 
about  humorous  books,  and  although  I  cannot  give  you 
a  list  of  them,  I  know  of  two  whicli  I  consider  very  gootl. 

One  of  them  is  "The  Hoosier  Schoolmaster,"  which 
gives  in  a  very  thrilling  manner  the  experiences  of  a 
young  man  who  went  in  a  back-country  town  to  teach 
the  district  school. 

The  other  one  is  "  Being  a  Boy,"  by  Charles  Dudley 
Warner,  and  gives  so  well  the  life  of  a  New  ICngland  boy 
on  the  farm. 

Perhaps  some  of  your  other  readers  can  tell  of  some 
more  books  like  these  which  they  have  enjoyed  as  I 
have  these  two. 

Some  of  my  favorite  authors  are:  Laura  Richards, 
Elizabeth  Stuart  Phelps,  Louisa  May  Alcotl,  Martha 
Finley,  Mrs.  A.  D.  T.  Whitney,  L.  Meade,  Sir  Walter 
Scott,  and  Henry  W.  Longfellow. 

I  enjoy  the  St.  Nicholas  very  much,  but  especially 
the  Books  and  Reading  department. 

Your  friend  and  reader, 

Phebe  E.  Titus  (age  14). 


CORRESPONDENTS.  Manv  excellent  letters 
have  been  received  in  this  department,  and 
await  mention,  comment,  or  printing.  Even  if 
your  letter  is  not  printed,  you  will  often  find 
that  it  has  suggested  items  for  the  departinent. 
All  the  letters  are  carefully  read  and  considered, 
but  of  course  only  a  very  few  can  be  shown  to 
other  readers.  Of  book-lists,  in  particular, 
many  more  are  received  than  can  be  printed  ; 
but  these  lists  inform  us  continually  of  the 
tastes  and  likings  of  our  readers.  We  wish  to 
mention  in  this  department  only  books  that  are 
thorouglily  good  and  of  permanent  value. 

FAVORITE  Who    are   your  favorite 

illustrators,  picture-makers  for  books? 
We  have  seen  many  lists  of  favorite  authors,  but 
there  has  been  almost  no  mention  of  the  artists 
who  make  your  story-books  so  much  more  alive. 
If  you  have  never  noticed  the  names  signed 
to  the  pictures  (some  young,  and  old,  readers 
overlook  these  !),  look  at  them  now,  and  let  us 
know  your  favorite  illustrators. 

the  memory  We   have   not  received 

LIBRARY.  enough      suggestions       of 

poems  best  fitted  to  be  learned  by  heart  —  poems 
worth  the  trouble  of  learning,  and  containing 
enough  to  warrant  repetition.  May  we  not  add 
to  tho.se  already  named  in  this  department  for 
October,  1901,  "  Casabianca,"  "John  Gilpin," 
"  Barbara  Frietchie,"  "  Paul  Revere's  Ride,"  and 
"Young  Lochinvar"?  These  are  recommended 
by  a  writer  in  a  recent  number  of  "  Babyhood." 
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JoLO,  SuLU  Island,  P.  I. 
Dear  St.  Nicholas:   My  father  is  an  army  officer. 
We  are  stationed  here  among  a  very  curious  people,  so  I 
thought  that  your  readers  would  like  to  know  a  little 
about  their  manners  and  customs. 

The  island  of  Sulu  is  ni  the  Sulu  Sea,  and  the  town 
of  Jolo  is  on  the  sea-shore.  It  has  a  white  wall  around 
it,  with  loopholes  in  it,  and  at  every  corner  are  block- 
houses. Before  the  Americans  came,  these  were  very 
necessary,  for  the  Moros  and  the  Spaniards  were  always 
fighting;  but  they  are  friendly  to  us,  and  we  can  go  all 
over  the  island  without  any  danger. 

About  half  a  mile  outside  the  walls  there  are  four 
blockhouses,  which,  in  Spanish  days,  were  full  of  men; 
but  now  there  are  only  a  few  men  in  each,  to  see  that 
Moros  do  not  steal  government  property. 

There  are  five  hundred  soldiers  in  Jolo,  about  as  many 
Chinese,  some  East  Indians,  quite  a  few  Filipinos,  and 
some  Moros ;  but  most  of  them  live  in  villages  outside 
the  walls. 

The  houses  of  Jolo  are  very  funny.  The  lower  floor 
is  used  as  a  store,  and  the  second  story  is  where  the  peo- 
ple live. 

We  live  above  the  commissary.  Our  house  is  nice. 
The  sides  are  made  of  sliding  shutters,  which  can  be 
pushed  back  so  that  the  house  looks  like  a  large 
veranda. 

Only  one  house  in  Jolo  has  glass  window-panes  ;  but 
some  have  a  milky-white  shell  which  lets  in  a  little  light, 
though  you  cannot  see  through  it. 

The  streets  are  wide  and  made  of  white  coral  sand, 
and  along  the  sides  are  great  cocoanut,  mango,  and 
jackfruit  trees. 

Tiie  Plaza  de  Espaiia  is  right  under  our  windows. 
There  are  three  parks  in  Jolo ;  in  one  of  them  is  a  bird- 
house,  in  wliich  are  many  different  kinds  of  pigeons  and 
parrots.     All  the  parks  are  filled  with  sweet-smelling 
shrubs,  among  which  are  jasmine  and  frangipani. 

The  Moros  live  in  huts,  built  upon  piles  which  often 
extend  into  tlie  sea  quite  a  distance. 

The  men  wear  very  tiglit  trousers,  an  open  jacket, 
and  a  bright-colored  turban  and  sash,  in  the  folds  of 
which  they  carry  a  betel-nut  box  made  of  brass,  and  thrust 
througii  at  one  side  a  big  barong  or  creese,  a  kind  of 
sword. 

The  women  wear  loose  trousers,  a  tight  jacket,  and  a 
bright-colored  sarong  over  all. 

The  Sultan  lives  at  Maibung,  about  twelve  miles  from 
here.  His  name  is  Hadji  Mohamed  Jamalul  Kiram. 
He  has  two  brothers,  one  Dato  Atec  and  the  other  Rajah 
Mudah,  which  is  a  title  meaning  Unripe  King.  Rajah 
Mudah  will  be  the  next  Sultan,  as  the  Sultan  has  no 
children. 

When  the  Sultan  comes  here  on  an  official  visit,  he 
wears  very  fine  clothes  —  white  broadcloth  trousers  with 
a  gold  stripe  at  the  side,  a  black  broadcloth  coat  trimmed 
with  gold  lace,  and  a  gold  belt  and  valuable  sword. 
I  saw  him  once.  Pinned  on  his  coat  were  large  pearl 
and  diamond  ornaments,  and  on  the  front  of  his  gold- 
eml)roidered  cap  were  five  diamond  stars  and  a  big  aigret 
of  diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds.  He  has  lots  of  at- 
tendants ;  one  carries  an  umbrella,  another  his  barong, 
and  a  third  a  silver  box. 

The  Sultana  is  the  Sultan's  mother,  and  is  a  very  im- 
portant person.     Her  name  is  Inchi  Jamela. 

When  she  comes  to  Jolo  she  rides  on  the  shoulders  of 


a  Moro,  and  another  with  a  long-handled  green  umbrella 
protects  her  from  the  sun,  and  her  women  follow  behind. 
It  is  a  very  curious  sight  to  see  her  and  her  attendants, 
with  their  bright  and  funny  clothes,  come  into  Jolo. 
Your  affectionate  reader, 

Nathaniel  McLean  Sage. 


1345  CoMox  Street,  Vancouver,  B.  C. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  I  have  been  taking  you  for 
seven  years. 

I  have  been  in  bed  twenty-one  weeks.  I  hurt  my 
leg  some  way  and  have  had  to  lie  on  my  back  all  that 
time.  I  do  a  great  deal  of  reading  and  enjoy  you  very 
much.  I  collect  post-cards.  I  only  started  last  year 
and  have  about  forty.  If  any  of  your  readers  would 
like  to  trade  I  would  gladly  do  so.  If  any  of  them  will 
send  me  an  American  one  I  will  give  them  a  Canadian 
one.  Of  course  any  other  of  any  country  will  be  grate- 
fully accepted  or  traded. 

Hoping  to  see  this  in  print  soon, 

I  remain,  your  sincere  friend, 

Helena  Ross. 


Fairbury,  Neb. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas:  I  am  fourteen  years  old,  and 
have  taken  your  magazine  for  about  six  years. 

The  stories  I  like  best  are  "The  Story  of  Betty," 
"  Deniseand  NedToodles,"  "Quicksilver  Sue,"  '•'  Pretty 
Polly  Perkins,"  and  "The  Frigate's  Namesake." 

I  know  that  all  those  that  have  read  "  Denise  and 
Ned  Toodles  "  would  like  to  hear  about  my  little  Shet- 
land pony. 

A  year  ago  last  fall,  one  evening  in  September,  father 
told  me  to  come  to  the  door  and  see  what  was  there.  I 
jumped  up  —  for  father  is  always  surprising  me  —  and 
ran  to  the  door,  and  there  was  a  little  black  Shetland 
pony  and  buggy.  His  mane  is  very  white  and  thick, 
and  his  tail  is  very  long.  There  is  a  white  star  on  each 
side  of  his  neck. 

As  quick  as  I  saw  him  I  thought  of  "Ned  Toodles," 
for  he  resembles  him  so  much,  and  when  father  asked 
me  what  I  was  going  to  name  him,  I  said,  "  Ned 
Toodles,"  so  he  has  gone  by  that  name  ever  since. 

He  is  very  strong,  and  one  time  he  tried  to  run  away 
with  me,  but  I  held  on,  and  of  course  I  thought  of  Ned 
Toodles  when  he  ran  away  with  Denise. 

Hoping  you  will  publish  my  letter,  I  am, 
Your  loving  reader, 

Breta  Bills. 


Malabar,  FYa. 

Dear  St.  Nicholas  :  This  is  my  first  letter  and  I 
hope  to  see  it  i^rinted. 

I  was  much  interested  in  Edith  Knowles's  letter,  and  I 
thought  some  of  your  readers  might  like  to  know  about 
my  home.  I  live  on  a  peninsula  ;  on  one  side  is  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  and  on  the  other  is  the  Indian  River. 
We  go  across  the  river  in  a  boat.  It  does  not  get  very 
cold  down  here. 

I  live  on  a  pineapple  plantation.  I  am  twelve  years 
old.  I  remain,  your  devoted  reader, 

Carolena  W.  Starck. 


J 


